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he syndicated columnist Ellen Goodman wrote: "You don't get through

your Fifties without awhole lot of reflection where you've been and what

you are doing next. Those of uswho did it al, and then some, in our
Forties, hear the unmistakable sound of doors closing behind us....There are doors
opening in front of us aswell. But we know there isn't time to go bounding
through them all. We have to pick carefully and boldly, to triage what we want to
do, and what we want to quit."

Pondering this sage advice, | have come to conclude that what | want most to
doistowrite. | was astonished to realize, through John Plumpton's new Finest
Hour index, how few major articles I've written over the years. Despite all the nice
things readers say about the product, what | am mainly doing is editing the work
of others, whose efforts | have the honor to refract. If | were to continue devoting
myself only to the ideas of others, | would not be the first to be swallowed up
whole by a magazine. Publishing often eats writers and spits them out as editors.

Scott Edelman, the editor of Science Fiction Age, wrote: "Thelist of writers
silenced, or at least withess to a severe falling off in their output by becoming edi-
tors, goes on. So it iswith no small sense of trepidation that | continue to edit the
magazine. Will | continue to write? Will | continue to remember how to write? The
joys of writing and those of editing are different. Sometimes an editor is like an
explorer, stepping over a mountai ntop to see a glorious new land below, calling
others to come and see. But what an editor is not is a creator from whole cloth,
weaving something out of nothing. Only awriter can know the joy of doing that."

Mr. Edelman concluded that if one tries hard enough, it may just be possible
to do both. By involving myself less in administration—and soon—I hope to be
ableto prove histhesis. Editorially, there is one accomplishment that eludes us.
These pages contain many words of encouragement or praise from many great
personages—but we have yet to receive a letter from one of them saying, "l was
inspired to [enter some grand accomplishment] by reading Finest Hour." That is a
letter it would be nice to receive some day.

I don't try to hide the pride | take in FH. Always we can find (and do) a weak-
ness, a department, a column, whatever, that needs strengthening, needs atten-
tion. But oh my, what a performance. | sit here, writing this column, and survey
the issue about to unfold. Senior Editor Ron Cynewulf Robbins continues to prove
what a superb and original writer he is. Alfred James contributes one of the most
wonderful Churchill eulogies ever written, by his father Francis, in 1965. To
whom has Senior Editor John Plumpton turned for the last fourteen years to relate
what Churchill was doing 100, 75 and 50 years ago? To FH. Where else could one
find, for the first time in English, a wonderfully droll account of Churchill in the
1910 Dundee election by Luigi Barzini, the leading Italian journalist of the early
Twentieth Century? Lady Soames, historian of her family; Martin Gilbert, the
great biographer; John Frost, chief supplier of "International Datelines"; David
Coombs, preeminent authority on Churchill's paintings; Dean Acheson on
Leadership; Curt Zoller's Churchilltrivia; Douglas Hall's Churchilliana; William
Dales on the Malakand; Sir Winston himself, the master craftsman, whose words
resound regularly herein, by courtesy of his grandson....

Thelist grows, and it is overpoweringly satisfying to know that FH has estab-
lished that no one or two people are indispensable to its continuance as the inter-
national focus of interest in Winston Churchill: thejournal that keeps the tablets. |
look at the magazine and say to mysdlf that thisis aventure kept alive by men
and women who dare to believe that Churchill's inspiration isn't dead, can't be
permitted to die, who have made sure that they, their children, and their grand-
children will always have, to plead Winston Churchill's cause and irradiate his
reason, this litle beacon of faith.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH
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TAKING STOCK

R Board of Governors was meeting in Washing-
on as thisissue was prepared, taking stock of what
we had accomplished and what we must do in the
future. The past year has seen mgjor accomplishments:

# Thanks to further support from Churchill Center
Associates, our Endowment surpassed $1,000,000.

# Our Churchill Home Page expanded exponential -
ly: www.winstonchurchill.org provides thousands of
people per month, all over the world, material heretofore
availableonly in back issuesof Finest Hour and Churchill
Proceedings. Our websiteisour largest single source of
new members—who have an average age of only 44.

# Thanks to Ethel M. Pont, its mgjor benefactor, we
held our firg student seminar in April 1997 at Stanford
University, bringing sixteen of North America's best stu-
dents together with scholars after reading My Early Life
and Thoughts and Adventures—many for thefirg time.
Theinsights these young people delivered were not only
interesting; some of them stopped usin our tracks. -

# Our first book, Churchill as Peacemaker, comprises
papers from our 1994 Churchill symposium. Brilliant
and readable, it isthefirg scholarly evaluation of
Churchill's efforts at peacemaking from the Boer War to
the Cold War.

#» We commissioned editorial work on three more
books: Winston Churchill's'lron Curtain' speech and
Churchill inthe Postwar Years; and anew edition of The
River War, including both the original 1899 and 1902 texts.

# The scholarships we provided for Canadian and
an American students at the University of Edinburgh
were not used in 1997, asthe course did not develop;
they were reinstated in 1998 for students at the Universi-
ty's Centre for Second World War Studies.

#We helped to bring scholars from England and
the USA to the Toronto Churchill Conference in October,
to participate in panels and to discuss Churchill's India.

# At the end of 1997, operations of the International
Churchill Society USA were consolidated with those of
The Churchill Center, eliminating duplicate reports, time
and expense while preserving dl the traditional socia
and publishing activities of ICS.

#1n May our third Churchill Symposium, at
Blenheim Palace, brought sixteen scholars together to
examine Marlborough—thebook Leo Strausscalled "the
greatest historical work writtenin our century, an inex-
haustible mine of palitical wisdom and understanding."

# Our second book, A Connoisseur'sGuidetothe
Booksof Winston Churchill, was publishedin August. Its
publication, under our auspices, sets a pattern by which
The Churchill Center can aid publication of future books
which might not be viable without our support.

# At the 1998 Conference in Williamsburg, Virginia
we launch the Churchill Lectures, starting with former
U.S. Ambassador to the Court of St. James's Raymond
Seitz. We are a'so bringing scholars and students, to dis-
cuss the Anglo-American "Special Relationship" and
Churchill's views on the American Revolution. And, as
usual, we will al have awonderful time!

The Programme for 1999

# In addition to seeking new, outside sponsors for
the Endowment Fund we will contact another round of
members, not only with an invitation to become Associ-
ates, but with new, lower cost waysto investinwhatis
now dearly a going concern.

# Churchill Proceedings 1996-1997 will beour next
special publication. Our sixth Proceedings, it will publish
al the speeches and papers of the recent UK and Cana-
dian conferences.

#You are invited to Bath, Maine on April 17th to
join Lady Soamesinlaunching USSWinston S. Churchill,
the Navy'slatest, greatest guided missile destroyer.

# The Center will help underwrite costs for stu-
dents and scholars at the 16th International Churchill
Conference at Bath, England on July 22-25th, 1999

# At Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, September 24-25th,
1999, we hold our Theme Conference, "Churchill and
Eisenhower at Gettysburg," with atour of the battlefield
as Churchill toured it with Deg erudite speakers on their
relationship in war and peace, and parallel publication
of two strikingly different Churchill compositions: Sir
Winston's factual account of the great Civil War battle
from hisHistory of the English-Speaking Peoples; and his
brilliant though obscure "what if' sory, "If Lee Had Not
Won the Battle of Gettysburg."

# James Muller has completed his editing of the
comprehensive new edition of The River War. Our goal
now isto seeitinto publication, making a reasonably
priced, fully unabridged edition available to schoals,
libraries and individuals for the first timein a century.

#With the Connoisseur's Guide asexperience, we
will work to encourage publication of other worthy
books. Authors are discussing with publishers and us a
guide to Churchilliana, an account of Churchill's military
career, abook on Churchill and Lord Fisher and a cata
logue of Churchill stamps. Asyou can see, we are bal-
anced between "lay" and "academic" interests; the
needs of collectors and bibliophiles are asimportant as
those of scholars and historians.

With your help, we are confident that 1999 will see
continued progress and satisfying accomplishments.

—fromthe Churchill Center Annual Report
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

QUOTE OF THE SEASON D . “The onlv oricingl f .
"Introducti on—connections—power ful friends—a namé—good advicewel| foll owed—gﬁ’at't i deez(a)ln y.,:)h”?;]n ecadnlgg IS It
these things count—but they lead only to a certain point. Asit werethey may ensureadmi&Lempt to wi € So- revi-

sionto the scales. Ultimatel y—every man hasto bewei ghed—and if found wanting nothif}
can procure himthe public confidence. Nor would | desireit under such circumstances.
amnot good enough—othersarewel cometo take my place. | should never careto bolst

ashamreputation and hold my position by disguising my personality.”
-WSC, Letter to Lady Randolph, 26 January 1898, from Bangalore
First quoted in Finest Hour 14, July-August 1970

WE'RE ONLY HERE FOR THE BEER
SYDNEY, AUS, AUGUST 15TH— The sailing
dloop Winston Churchill, to our knowl-
edge the oldest vessel named for WSC,
dropped out of the Southport-Queens-
land yacht race in light air, one of thirty-
sx yachts out of seventy-six which did
not finish. The yacht was restored by
Richard Winning, who looks upon it "as
a bit of recreation....Gentleman's ocean
racing" (see "Ampersand,” FH 99, p47).
Evidently Winning was more interested
in fun than winning....

To clear up some confusion, Win-
ston Churchill was originally ayawl, as
we stated last issue (two masts, mizzen-
mast &ft of rudder) when built by Percy
Coverdale of Hobart, Tasmania. But she
is now sloop-rigged, with a new au-
minium mainmast. Otherwise she looks
little different from when she was built,
of huon pine, in 1942.

THE THINGS THEY SAY..
LONDON, AUGUST 10l[H— Former Prime
Minister Sr Edward Heath has issued a
rebuke to his predecessor Winston
Churchill. "After the war Churchill had
difficulty in accepting that society had
changed," Heath told The House maga-
zine. "l suppose it was not surprising
considering hisage." Sir Edward is 82.

ALAN TURING

LONDON, LY ZRD— Churchill said Tur-
ing did more than any other individual

to help win the war. A genius at mathe-
matics and the father of modern com-
puter science, Turing's work at Bletch-
ley Park was vital in breaking Nazi Ger-
many's Enigma code. The secrecy of his
work meant that his achievements went
unsung for years. Sir Derek Jacobi, who
portrayed him on television, today
unveiled a blue plague at his birthplace
inMaida Vale, north London.

VINDICATION
OXFORD— Michael Portillo, reviewing the

Oxford Companionto British History, says

the book is "witty and opinionated. Of
Churchill's conduct of the war, we are
told that 'determined to have action, he
prodded and sacked his generals and
made many mistakes—sinking the
French fleet at Oran, invading Greece,
defending Crete, neglecting the Far
East,’ but—is this said a little wistful-
ly?—'no attemptsto revise or belittle his
reputation have yet succeeded.™

AROUND AND ABOUT

A few years ago some bright spark
planned a motorway across the corner
of an English Civil War battlefield. The
Battlefields Trust now exists to pre-
serve this heritage, and not only in Eng-
land. They are raising money to pur-
chase a dte in Belgium to commemorate
the Firg Duke of Marlborough's victo-
ry at Ramilliesin 1706. Membership £15
from the Trust c/o M. Rayner, 33 High
Green, Brooke, Norwich NR125 1HR ...
Jock 111 is firmly ensconced a Chart-
well, says Victoria Leighton who looks
after the hefty marmalade cat, third in
line from the moggy given to Sr Win-
ston by Jock Colvillein 1962. "He's cer-
tainly a mouser, but I'm thankful to say
he doesn't bring them indoors'.... Revi-
sionist John Charmley, ill hanging in
there, has denounced another author,
Sr John Strawson, who commits the
unpardonable sin of supporting WSC in
his Churchill and Hitler: In Victory and

nist view of Churchill—which
ounts, | am obliged to confess, to my
P work..." Where would we be with-
out you, John? ... Vera Atkins of East
Sussex writes that the Paris statue of
WSC is not the first in France: "There is
a fine monument in Montargis on
Route N7 which was unveiled by Lady
Soames in about 1970 during her late
husband's tenure of office as our ambas-
sador in Paris. The funds were raised
locally with the support of the French
Resistance” .... Proportional Representa-
tion has been denounced by Winston S.
Churchill in a letter to the Daily Tele-
graph as lending itsdf "to squalid back-
room deals [which] can be seen all the
way from Bonn to Rome and on to
Jerusalem...The Liberal Party never
ingtituted it during the long years that
they held power...The British nation
shouldn't be made to fal for it" ... A
stone circle in the churchyard of St.
Paul's Cathedral will be a tribute to
Londoners who died in the Blitz. On
the monument's cap, in a spiral of
smaller letters, will be cut: "Inwar, reso-
lution; in defeat, defiance; in victory,
magnanimity; in peace, good will."
Seems agood lineto us.

ERRATA,FH9®8 - -

* Page 8. Henry White-Smith, hus-
band of Lady Churchill's former secre-
tary (1953-55) Heather Wood, writes
that he and Mrs. White-Smith lunched
with Grace. Hamblin recently, "and as
usua had the most stimulating remi-
-niscences.- One point which came up
and | must mention to you is that we
were al agreed that the two photos of
Churchill cars in the latest issue of
Finest Hour are not of the same car.
The lower photo is indeed. EYH 409
which had always been based at
Chartwell for local. use, but the upper
picture was of a totally different make
“of car and was not EYH 409. It was a
Government car provided for him and
in all probability was'aDaimler."

» Page 24: The line "English-
Speaking Peoples' was inadvertently
reproduced ‘twice in the title. The
lower one was superfluous. Sorry.

 Back cover: Churchill is depict-
ed two years before Omdurman in
1896—not 1898 as stated.
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' INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

THE CHURCHILL CALENDAR

Locd event organizers are welcome to send entries for this calendar; owing to our quarterly schedule, however, we need copy at least three months in advance.

4-6 March: Churchill Center Board of Governors Spring Mesti
2 April: Annud Generd Mesting, ICS/UK, Cabinet War Rooms, London
17 April: Launch of USS Winston S Churchill DDG81, Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine.
22-25 July: Sixteenth International Churchill Conference, Bath, Somerset.
26 July-8 August: "Churchill's South Africd' Tour, Capetown: to Pretoria
24-26 September: Theme Conference, "Churchill & Eisenhower at Gettysburg,” Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

14-17 September: Seventeenth International Churchill Conference, Anchorage, Alaska
14 February: Centenary of Churchill's Entry into Parliament ... Autumn: Eighteenth International Churchill Conference

Twentieth International Churchill Conference and 50th Anniversar)' of the Bermuda Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda

1999 '

2000

2001

2003

ng, Ft. Lauderdde, Ha

LOCAL AND NATIONAL EVENTS

THANKS, JOHN

THANKS, BERNIE

TORONTO, MAY ZTH— Dr. John H. Mather
of the Churchill Center Board of Gover-
nors addressed a dinner gathering of
eighty members of The Other Club of
Ontario and Albany Club at the Albany
Club tonight. National anthems of
Canada and the United States were
sung by Solveig Barber.

Introduced by John Plumpton of
ICS, Canada, Dr. Mather spoke on his
research into the illness of Lord Ran-
dolph Churchill, who died aged only 46
from what was thought to have been
syphilis. John Mather convincingly
argued that this is not the case and that
symptoms more likely indicate a brain
disorder. (Seedso FH 93) A lively Q&A
session followed. Randy Barber, presi-
dent of ICS, Canada, thanked John and
his wife Dr. Sue Mather for joining us.
Randy
also paid
tribute to
outgoing
president
Bernie
Webber,
who is
now re-
lieved by
Bill Wil-
liams. To
thank
Bernie,
Randy
presented him with a bottle of Churchill
Port. When Bernie Webber assumed the

'Omdurman."

presidency, membership was so small
that the group was known as The Other
Club of Toronto. Under Bernie's leader-
ship, our rolls grew to encompass al of
Ontario. Bernie's tenure covered amost
seven years, including two International
Conferences: Calgary in 1994 and
Toronto in 1997, in both of which he
played a mgor organizing role.

THE LAST CELEBRATION

OF OMDURMAN

BOSTON, SEPTEMBER ND— Forty New Eng-
land members and friends gathered
tonight at the Harvard Club to mark the
Centenary of the Battle of Omdurman,
with a fine speech by Eugenia Kieding,
Associate Professor of History at the
U.S. Military Academy, West Point,
who took as her subject what may well
be true: "The Last Celebration of

i
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3

Her penetrating, witty
remarks were much appreciated. This
week also marked The Churchill Cen-

ter's firg participation, as arelated orga
nization, in the American Political Sci-
ence Association meeting. On the 3rd,
the CC sponsored a panel, "Churchill at
War on the Nile 1898-1998," chaired by
Michael Barone of the Reader's Digest
and the "McLaughlin Group." The
Claremont Institute hosted another
panel, "Churchill's Life of Marlbor-
ough," on the same day. A reception
was later held for CC participants.

NEW ENGLAND, 1999

Area members may wish to save
these dates:

* April 17th, Bath Maine: Members
are invited to attend the launching cere-
moniesof USSWinston S Churchill, with
our Patron, Lady Soames, at Bath Iron
Works. Bath is about three hours by car
from Boston and less than an hour from
Portland. The date is tentative, because
of the remaining possibility that the
"powers" may wish to postpone it a
week for the 50th anniversary of NATO.
To help judge numbers, please let us
know if you plan to come. Telephone us
at (603) 746-4433 weekdayss.

» Boston, late May: The Editor is
invited to discuss his new book, A Con-
noisseur's Guideto the Books of Sr Winstpn
Churchill, at the Boston Athenaeum. CC
members will receive invitations.

UK, 1999

This will be a busy year for ICS,
UK, which is hosting its third Interna-
tional Churchill Conference in seven
years on July 22-25 in Bath. Helpers are
needed! Contact Nigel Knocker, address
on page 2.
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Defence, N

| "'By Command of HIS Royal nghness
Paduka Seri Begawan Sultan General
Haji Sir Muda Omar 'Ali Saifuddien
‘Sa'adul Khairi Waddien, Minister of

egara Brunei Darussalam,

- I'acknowledge the receipt of your
- letter and thank you for coples of

thej ournaJ about Sir Winston Churchill."
"~ -PengOrang Kaya Laila Setia Datio' Seri Paduka Awang
- Mohd. bin Pehin Orang Nawawi Kaya Shahbandar Haji Awang Mohd. Taha,
:Personal & Confldentlal Secretary Negara Brunei Daruswl am, 10 September 1984

22 February 1968
Thank you for your letter con-
cerning the formation of a Churchill
Study Unit. | regret to record that |
know nothing about stamps, but |
would be glad to answer any ques-
tions you have in mind.
Randolph S. Churchill,
East Bergholt, Suffolk

22 July 1968

How very kind of your Board of
Directors to invite me to be an honour
member of the Winston Churchill
Study Unit of the American Topica
Association. | should be very pleased
to accept this honour.

Lady Churchill, London

24 July 1968

Thank you very- much for your
letter of 18th July and enclosures
which The Queen was mogt interest-
ed to see. The Queen greatly appreci-
ates your kind gesture, but | am
afrad it would not be in accordance
with Her Mgesty's practice to accept
Honorary Membership in the
Winston S. Churchill Study Unit.

Private Secretary, BuckinghamPalace

7 July 1969

| am firmly against endorsing a
dedler, no matter how good. It could
present a possible lega problem, but |
am not familiar with Pennsylvania
law. | am ds0 againgt For Sde ads in
the classfied section. Trade or swap,
okay! | speak as a member who
would like to see WSCSU go on for

should be given to a merger with the
Eisenhower Study Unit.
Martin Hoff, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Lady Churchill
22 July 1968

Randolph Churchill
22 July 1968

28 February 1971
My vote is against WSCSU
becoming the "International Chur-
chill Society." It is normal for any
undertaking to wish to expand, but
not without incurring increased and,
aas, unforseen respongibilities. | like
the WSCU because it is 0 personal.
By expanding shall we not lose our
personal identity and just become a
number, rather like a private compa
ny which goes public? | should hate
to be swallowed up by an octopus.
Whichever way the cat jumps, rest
assured of my fullest support.
Jack Symonds, Reading, Berks.

22 July 1973

The present high reputation that
Churchill enjoys is largely transitory
[because] he happened to be on the
winning side of WW2. This state of
affairs is just beginning to be correct-
ed by perceptive writers who probe

many years. In fact, some thought

beneath the Churchill rhetoric to find
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it supported by very little competence
in military afars and a master politi-
cian's and propagandist's ability to
cover the bloodstains of his
errors....Those of us who were at
Anzio, trapped and isolated, knew
that "the genius of Gallipoli" was at
work once more. | recommend the
books of Trumbull Higginsand R. W.
Thompson on the nature of the
"Montgomery and Churchill Myths."
R. M. N. (Namewithheld by request,
but not, we think, Richard M. Nixon)

10 August 1981

| particularly appreciated your
offer of honorary membership. As
you see, | was interested in joining
even before | heard of your generous
suggestion. [He had sent us his check
for dues; we sent it back!] I will look
forward to receiving publications,
and hope before too much longer to
have an opportunity to meet you.

Caspar W. Weinberger, Washington

24 March 1982

| wanted persondly to thank you
and al the members of the Society for
sending me For Free Trade, which | am
honored to accept for inclusion in the
Presidential Library. Sir Winston
stands unrivaled as the preeminent
statesman of our century. The volume
you enclosed demonstrates what you
so aptly describe as his "powerful
writing, immortal speeches, match-
less humor and prevailing opti-
mism." The English-spesking peoples
whom he loved, and al who cherish
freedom, owe a lasting debt to this
superbly gifted man, who played
such a vital role in leading the free
world from the "Gathering Storm™ to
its "Finest Hour."

Ronald Reagan, Washington

7 April 1982

Dd Newfidd was a friendly, out-
going persondlity, balanced, tolerant
and wise. His admiration for Sir
Winston was deep, his enthusiasm
and knowledge inspiring. He lived to
keep the Immortal Memory ever-
green. We shared the same thoughts
about life, a love for Nature, and of
both our countries. If ever a man »




deserved citizenship of both America
and Britain it was Dal. Above al |
shdl miss the warmth and sincerity
of his friendship. What an immense
loss we have dl suffered.

H. Ashley Redburn, Bedhampton, Hants.

11 October 1982
| can't believe | had not known of
ICS. How long has it been "living?" It
is a wonderful ideal I'm presently
working on a new book, Churchill
Clairvoyant: Canny and Uncanny. If
only he were running a united
Democracies right now!
Kay M. Halle, Washington

8 February 1983
The Prime Minigter will be inter-
ested to hear that the Society is spon-
soring a "Churchill's England” visit
for a party of members from North
America. You asked in your letter
whether the party might visit 10
Downing Street. | very much regret
that thiswill not be possible. No. 10is
a working office for 24 hours a day,
and it is therefore not possible for
members of the public to be shown
around. The Prime Minister would
like to be able to receive them person-
aly, but this too will not be possible,
due to her extremely crowded diary.
Caroline Sephens, Private Secretary,
Number Ten Downing Street, London

20 August 1983

It is quite unnecessary for you to
thank me for the delightful day |
spent with the Churchill Tour. One of
the most important things about
retirement is to fed ussful and need-
ed, and if one can acquire both of
these essentials and combine them
with intense enjoyment, whatever is
there left to wish for? Certainly for
me that day was complete. | am
aways happy if | can help people to
fall in love with Chartwell. Sir
Wington and | had two things in com-
mon: our love of Chartwell and our
love of catdl

Grace Hamblin, Westerham, Kent

10 May 1984
While WSC is my favourite
British PM, | prefer FDR. It's a para-

Grace Hamblin
20 August 1983

Ronald Reagan
24 March 1982

dox that while WSC was great in
1940, and not too bad in 1914, he nei-
ther understood, believed in, or even
belonged in this century. His fame is
legendary, his charisma huge; his
British qualities were not as signifi-
cant as the one he inherited from his
American mother: strength of charac-
ter. But FDR was much more relevant
to this century. I'm surprised that any
Winstonphile could dislike Mac-
Arthur. Both were great men; both
can be shown to have been egotidtical,
incompetent and overrated. Chur-
chillophiles obviously have a pre-
dilection for the patrician, and Mac
was an American patrician, descend-
ed from a most ancient Scottish clan,
grandfather a Supreme Court justice,
father a famous general, mother from
an aristocratic old southern family.
They are so much dike!

Maurice D. Hendry, Auckland, N.Z.

10 September 1984

By Command of His Royal
Highness Paduka Seri Begawan
Sultan Genera Hgi Sr Muda Omar
'‘Ali - Saifuddien Sa'adul Khairi
Waddien, Minister of Defence,
Negara Brunei Darussalam, |
acknowledge the receipt of your letter
and thank you for copies of the jour-
nal about Sr Wington Churchill. His
Royd Highness would like to thank
you very much for the gifts.

Peng Orang Kaya Laila Setia Datio'
Seri Paduka Awang Mohd. Nawawi bin
Pehin Orang Kaya Shahbandar Haji
Awang Mohd. Taha, Personal and
Confidential Secretary to HRH Paduka
Seri Begawan Sultan, Minister  of
Defence,

NegaraBrunei Darussalam
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25 January 1985
I thank you for the Churchill
Society material, especially Sr
Winston's article, "If Lee Had Not
Won the Battle of Gettysburg," a fan-
tasy which transcends dl my objec-
tions to exploring the what-ifs and
might-have-beens in that grest war.* |
regret that | won't be able to be with
you for this year's gathering. Regards
and best wishes.
Shelby Foote, Memphis, Tenn.

* Churchill's incredible "what-if," written
in 1930, assumes Lee wins at Gettysburg
and then occupies Washington. The
undisputed victor, Lee then frees the
dlaves, erasing the main moral argument
against Southern independence. The
United and Confederate States, after an
uneasy 40 years, finally come together
with Great Britain to prevent war in 1914,
with its Nazi and Bolshevik aftermath—
which tragedies Churchill speculates
might have actually come to pass "If Lee
Had Not Won the Battle of Gettysburg.”
This piece will be published to coincide
with our Gettysburg conference next year.

15 March 1985
| note that the Foreign Office has
announced that the British

Government will not commemorate
the 40th anniversary of VE-Day "for
fear of offending the Germans." The
F.O. has shown an incomprehensible
sensitivity to a non-existent German
feding. VE-Day sgnifies the crushing
of aterrible evil. Without Britain, that
victory could not even have been con-
templated, much less won. The
British people—most of dl the veter-
ans—have a great deal to be proud dof.
The Germans have much to celebrate,
nothing to be ashamed of, and the
F.O. should get out of the way and
alow peopleto get at it.

Sephen Ambrose, New Orleans, La.

17 January 1987

| recently detached from USS
Goldsborough (DDG 20) inthe Persian
Gulf and returned home to Hawaii
via London, where | landed on the
day of Wington Churchill's birth. The
next morning | set out afoot to search
for ghosts. As | crossed Millbank

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >»




30 YEARS OF DESPATCH BOX

Robert Hardy
15 August 1988

Sir Martin Gilbert
14 September 1989

Road the date colored statue facing
the Houses of Parliament loomed
before me. | could fed the gravity of
the man as | stared at the figure. That
he had risen to the pinnacle is com-
mon knowledge: yet it was now even
more real because of that statue.

Cdr. Larry Kryske, USN, Mililani, Hawaii

13 June 1988
I am commanded by The Queen
to acknowledge your letter of 7th
June and to thank you most warmly
for sending the number 1 copy of
Wington Churchill's The Dream. Her
Maedty is delighted to have this to
add to Sr Winston's other works in
the Royd Library and sends you her
warmest thanks. She is delighted to
know that the project has assisted in
the large work of supporting the pub-
lication of the ten final Companion
Volumes to the Officd Biography.
Sr William Heseltine, Windsor Castle

24 June 1988
Jai bien recu I'ouvrage de Sr
Winston Churchill au nom de
I'International Churchill Society que
vous avez eu I'amabilite de me faire
parvenir. Jai ete particulierement
sendble a cette attention et j'ai beau-
coup apprecié la qualite de I'edition.
Je vous en remercie et vous prie de
croire, Cher Mondieur, a I'expression
de mes sentiments les meilleurs.
Frangois Mitterand, Paris

26 July 1988

Though twenty years seems a
milestone to our Society, it pales
against the breadth of a lifespan like
that of the man we honor. When de-
vated as Prime Minister in 1940, he
had already lived to the full measure

several lifetimes. He had authored
twenty-two books, countless articles,
gpeeches, letters and travel notes; he
had fought in combat in India, the
Sudan, South Africa and Flanders; he
had traveled and lectured on severa
continents; he had married and
fathered five children; he had served
in Parliament as a Conservative, then
a Liberal, then a Constitutionalist,
and again as a Conservative. As
Rohbin Lampson so eloquently wrote
in Finest Hour, our words are "but
candles to his sunlight...his magnifi-
cent endeavor.”

Sen. Bob Packwood, Washington

28 July 1988

As Wington Churchill's only sur-
viving child, | have cause to fed the
greatest gratitude to ICS, which ever
perseveres to perpetuate my father's
memory, to rebut unjust and untruth-
ful attacks upon his record and char-
acter, and to ensure that the themes of
Winston Churchill's life and genius
live on for future generations. To the
dedicated organisers and loya mem-
bers | send my warmest greetings and
heartfelt thanks.

Lady Soames, London

10 August 1988
My father derived a great deal of
pleasure from his association with the
various Churchill organisations. He
often said how fortunate he was to
have been so closdy associated with
one of the few truly great men of the
past decades and | think he felt that
he owed it to the Society to repay this
good fortune in any way he could—
hence his genuine and unflagging
devotion to al matters relating to Sr
Winston. We al miss him terribly,
but he would not wish us to com-
plain. As he said to me only last May,
"I've had my alotted threescore years
and ten—anything extrais abonus."
Sandy Colville, Broughton, Hants.

15 August 1988

We live in a time when much
energy is spent on the destruction of
reputations, the reduction of achieve-
ments. The International Churchill
Society has already done much to
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guard the truth and no doubt,
through the years to come, will have
to remain ever more vigilant and
determined. | wish great strength to
your arm.

Robert Hardy, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon.

10 January 1989
We are busily at work recording
al Churchill's mgor works in our
Books on Tape series, which are espe-
cialy useful to anyone with visual
handicaps. | read with interest of
Wendy Revess role in assuring publi-
cation of the ten final Companion
Volumes for 1940-1965.1 think Martin
Gilbert should be sainted!
Duvall Hecht, Books-on-Tape Inc., Calif.

Editor: While there are certain Ecumenical
problems, we fed sure that, the proper
Authorities giving their consent, Mr. Gilbert
would be disposed to consider the matter.

15 April 1989

| like your addition of France to
your list of Democracy's builders.
The concept and mord ideal of liberty
comes from the ancient Hebrews, as
on the Liberty Bdl: "Proclaim Liberty
throughout the Land and to all the
inhabitants thereof"(Isaiah). The
ancient Greeks gave us the ideal of
the practice of Democracy in their
city-states. The Romans laid down
some of the structure—the Senate,
etc. Of course the word is Greek. The
foregoing is from imperfect memory,
but there is no question in my mind
that the Anglo-Saxons have made
Democracy, using classical blue-
prints, a viable modern political and
legal redlity, and have continued to
defend it, aong with what are now
called the English-Speaking Peoples,
against tyranny, and tyrants.

Richard M. Edelman, New York City

14 September 1989

| was disappointed not to be pre-
sent at the dinner for Maurice Ashley,
who | have long regarded as my men-
tor. | remember my excitement at
coming across the first traces of his
work for Churchill when | was
preparing the material for Volume V.
| do not think | have ever been so
impressed at the energy and effort




put in by an historian in the archives
and in the assembly of material.
Martin Gilbert, Jerusalem

12 April 1990

Itis, of course, ludicrous for Mr.
Daniel Lazare to claim that Winston
Churchill was anti-Semitic. The con-
trary evidence is massive: the Bdfour
Declaration; the message he gave
Hitler in the 1930s that anti-Semitism
was "a good starter but a bad stick-
er'; his lifelong, numerous and
prominent Jewish friends from
Chaim Weizmann to Bernard Baruch;
Ben-Gurion's deeply respectful visit
to him in his old age—d| these add to
the case. What istrueis that WSC was
not an uncritical friend. | have in
mind the cowardly murder of so
many of our soldiers and colonial
administrators in the last days of the
Pd estine Mandate, the blowing up of
the King David Hotel, the hanging in
cold blood of two British sergeants
and the subsequent booby-trapping
of their bodies. Against these vile acts
Churchill exploded. What Mr. Lazare
apparently wants is unmitigated
praise and support untempered by
any breath of criticism. Tha approach
Churchill accorded to no one.

Anthony Montague Browne, London

31 March 1992
Thank you for your invaluable
help in locating the primary source
for the "pity to be wrong" quotation
from TheWorld Crisis*. | usedit again
last week as | addressed the
International Institute for Strategic
Studies in London. You are absolute-
ly right—is very appropriate for the
times.
Gen. ColinL. Powell, Washington

The quote occursin Val. |, in the chap-
ter on the Agadir criss "War is too fodl-
ish, to fantastic to be thought of in the
twentieth century....Civilisation has
dimbed above such perils. The interde-
pendence of nations in trade and traffic,
the sense of public law, the Hague
Convention, Libera principles, the
Labour Party, high finance, Christian
charity, common sense have rendered
such nightmares impossible. Are you
quite sure? It would be a pity to be
wrong. Such a mistake could only be
meade once—oncefor dl."

4 May 1993
Your catadogue of errors and tis-
sue of misrepresentations were quite
amusing as an example of "tabloid"
journalism. Indeed, had it not been
for the fact that you caled me "mid-
dle aged" (which precludes my
applying that term to yourself), |
should have been tempted to use
Churchill's apothegm about the satis-
faction to be gathered from seeing
middle-aged men in a state of fury.
John Charmley, Pulton, Mo.

6 November 1993
| want you to know how hon-
oured | fed to receive the 500th copy
of Winston Churchill's The Dream. It
completes my collection of his work
and is bound more beautifully than
any of the others. | read it in the early
hours of this morning and am totaly
fascinated by the imagination of the
story and how much it reveals of
Winston the man and the son.
Lady Thatcher, London

21 July 1994
| hope the complaint over "too
much inside chattiness' in your read-
er survey will be heeded, but to
require that the journa report "only
the facts' and none of what's happen-
ing socidly is absurd. The vibrancy of
an organization is a reflection of the
interest and hard work of its people. |
find FH overflowing with articles of
great interest to me.
ThomasR. Fusto, New York City

23 November 194
The idea of a Churchill service
online is very intriguing [but] | dis-
like reading things on monitors, so
there would have to be downloadable
files. I'm sure the Charmley debates
(issues 78-81) would have been more
rapid-fire online, but | don't think |
would have read them all online,
whereas | read every letter in Finest
Hour, even though | knew ahead of
time | would beirritated...
Evan Quenon, Austin, Tex.

12 July 1995
The controversy over the sale of Sir
Winston Churchill's papers to the
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Gen. Colin Powell
31 March 1992

Lady Thatcher
6 November 1993

British nation, with proceeds going to
members of his family, is bewildering.
One wonders why it is even newswor-
thy. When out of office, Churchill, a
professional writer, supported his
household with his pen. His literary
edate was his property. He had every
reason, both mora and legd, to expect
that title to it would pass on to his sur-
vivors. The sum of £12.5 million seems
hardly excessive. The collection could
be sold for far more than that in the
United States, but the papers should
remain in England, accessble to schol-
ars a Churchill College. Some critics
believe that they should have been
donated to the country. That has a
familiar ring. Authors are forever
being told that they should give their
work to society, that to expect money
in return is, well, tacky. The origin of
this presumption lies in a misappre-
hension of the word "gifted"—the
belief that talent is literally a gift,
which the writer should pass along.
The fact is that writing is very hard
work, and that here, as elsewhere, the
laborer is worthy of his hire. Surely
any working man should be able to
understand that.

WilliamManchester, Middletown, Conn.

17 November 1995
A very hasty note, which however
you won't get for a while since I'm at
seq, but its purpose is merely to thank
you for your extreordinary courtesies.
You could not have been more
thoughtful, kinder, more generous,
and if | performed (see Churchill
Proceedings 1994-1995) anything for
you or Mr. Churchill, that's only a poor
contribution in an attempt at requital.
WilliamF. Buckley, Jr., New York City

CONTINUED OVERLEAF >»




15 October 1996

To the extent that the "Person-
ality of the Century" is what Time
magazine thinks he or she should be,
Time made its choice for "Man of the
Haf Century" in 1950, when the two
Roosevelts, at least, had completed
their contributions; yet neither was
seen to measure up to Churchill. Nor
had Churchill's influence ended at
that moment. It is hardly necessary to
reiterate his post-1950 achievements,
including publication of the maor
part of the Second World War and all
of A History of the English-Speaking
Peoples; winning the Nobel Prize for
Literature; a second term in office;
and so on. | for one believe that no
person in the second hdf of the cen-
tury has measured up to Time's choice
for the firg hdf, snce | believe Time
ought not to reopen the debate on
1901-1920.

Ronald |. Cohen, Manotick, Ont.

17 January 1997
My compliments on a very
atractive Churchill Center website. |
was impressed by how up to date the
contents are. | was aso pleased by the
straightforward discussion about the
role of the Center in issue 96, and the
difficulties that face us as older indi-
viduals die of and the younger audi-
ence may not appreciate Churchill's
contributions. | had not thought of
that before, but it is a real concern, |
can see. You have al brought the
Center aong splendidly, and, being
in association management, | under-
stand how much effort has been
required to build an organization of
this kind. | wanted to say thanks for
what | know is much work, but it has
borne much fruit.
Ron Keener, North Aurora, 111.

11 November 1997

| enjoyed your review of my
ForgedinWar. Y our public admission
about agreeing with me could, of
course, be that your campaign has
prompted me to change. But some-
how | doubt either of us believes that.
| don't ever recall calling WSC an
"dcoholic," preferring instead "alco-
hol dependent,” which he was. Come

Frnest Hour " FI rsts"

FHRST AND BEST

_ She began by photOCOpyr ng FH
covers at her office, proofread eighty .
"issues, chaired three conferences, wrote
articles and thirty-four Churchilltrivia .
columns, co-hosted eight tours, and has
maintained the mailing list since 1970: -

Barbara Langworth (above winning a 1995 Blenher m Award)
deserves all the awards in the’ world for her devotron to duty, and '

to the edltor Thanks Barbara )
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. "The Spanish Civil War-brought its flood. tide of charlty :
labels. The most commonisthe Sin Valor type of the 1940s. A new.

. use hasbeen found for the. bl ue 10 centavos value: red- overprr nts

" have béen applied: reputedly in Churchrll s'Memory' by -

"FIRST BOOK REVIEW

: _unspeakably vuIturous speculators .' -Harry F. Rooke FH 3

o Jennle The Life of Lady Randol ph Church|II by Ral ph M art| n,
3 speaks bl untIy about'the prrvate lives.of Churchill's parents but

age'and stamina. W ’Glen Browne FH 11

g _?:-"L ongest ;Contr_:nuo | _s M embershr ps

'rnra) erlram Murray (Glen Head -:
Br_r dgeport Connectr cut) jOI ned |n

" shows Lady Randol ph was agreat |nfluence on Winston's life. -
_'_She introduced him to influential‘men, and ef

ed hrm Wrth

now, he would never have alowed
anyone to water his breskfast wine! |
love the way you managed to validate
the "soft underbelly" which is, of
course, usualy (mis) used to describe
just the Ljubljana Gap notion. Yours
was amogt far, perceptive, and hon-
est review that does not at al misrep-
resent my interpretations.
Prof. Warren Kimball, Somerset, N.J

25 June 1998
Jack Darrah at Bletchley Park is
doing a valuable service to enlighten
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many of those school children about
who Winston Churchill was and what
he did. His display of Churchilliana,
housed in severa large rooms of the
mansion, is arranged in chronological
order, taking you from Churchill's
youth and early career to his funeral.
Jack doesn't heditate to take them up
for a closer look. He also guides
groups of children through it. | salute
Jack on the wonderful job he is doing
to "keep the memory green and the
record accurate.”

FredHardman, Spencer, W.Va.




by Richard M. Langworth

n the beginning
there wasllittle
morethan a
newdetter, and for
gx years during its
early life there was
nothing a al. Ye the
enterprise we
brought into the
world had a strong
kick to it, a purpose
in life that somehow
kept it going, even
though that purpose
was not apparent for
many years. Likea
child it grew into
adolescence, then
into adulthood.
Starting with a
narrow focus, it quickly
expanded to inquire into
Winston Churchill's life,
thought, word, deed, books,
politics, paintings and family.
Through the Churchill prism
it viewed a more formidable
world than any we had
known since 1945, consider-
ing the changing scene of his-
tory as he might have. Early
on, his daughter warned us
never to speculate on how he might react to this or that
modern situation, and after being warned we never
did. Yet it wasimpossible to avoid historical paralels:
"Study history, study history," Churchill famously
exclaimed: "In history lie all the secrets to statecraft.”
Finest Hour'sfirst publisher, theWinston S.
Churchill Study Unit, became the International
Churchill Society in 1970; the Societies subdivided into
separate American, British and Canadian organizations
in 1989, and ICS/USA became The Churchill Center in
1997. But despite vast changes in our goals and pro-

In thirty years Finest Hour has had only two editors: Richard M. Langworthfrom 1968 to 1970 and 1981 to
date (above, exhibiting his stamps at the Winston Churchill Memorial and Library, Fulton, Missouri in 1982);
and Dalton M. Newfieldfrm 1970 to 1975 (retiring from the Sate of California as the magazine mas being
restarted in 1981). Dal has been gone since 1982, but his spirit and enthusiasm mill always be remembered.

jects, Finest Hour remained as clear arepresentative as
we could make it of what has become an international
focus of interest in Churchill's life and times, the only
publication devoted entirely to him. From the begin-
ning we had only one rule: "It must be Churchill-relat-
ed." On Churchill we were of course positive but not,
one hopes, too uncritical. Indeed the whole enterprise
from the outset was based on securing new informa-
tion and bringing it to the light of day. On the follow-
ing pages we recall some of the highlights of our jour-
nal, where it has been, whereit is going, through its
voyage of discovery over the years. »>
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