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CONFERENCE 1998

[To Prof. Muller] | want to express grati-
tude for the many things | gained from having
been a part of the Churchill Conference. The
stimuli offered from the lectures to the lunch
conversations will not be easly forgotten. | have
recelved some gracious letters that sed this expe-
rience for me in away | had not expected. It was
an honor and a pleasure, and | hope to be in-
volved in the future. Thank you for the phone
cdl asking me to rise to a challenge that would
enable me to learn more about Winston
Churchill, individuals who revere his leadership,
and the opportunity to discover more about my-
odf, and what it takes to be a leader.
MARY KEMPER, COLLEGE OF WILLIAM & MARY

THE THANKS ARE TO YOU

| am greatly indebted for your "care and at- .
tention" to the layout and impressive illustra- :
tions for my piece, "Unswerving Resolution,
Glinting Intellect" (FH 97). The op-ed enterprise
you outline in your editoria in the same issue is
ablaze with opportunities that will handsomely
benefit The Churchill Center. Bonne chance.

| would like dso to say how | admired your
forthright comments about "terminological in-
exactitudes' concerning the Churchill Center vs.
Societies (FH96, p. 4), on necessary consolida-
tion and future advantages which must be seized
by managing change. | have never understood
the disma philosophy that contemplates essen-
tial change as metaphorical blood-letting, espe-
cialy when applied to institutions.

RON CYNEWULF ROBBINS VICTORIA, B.C.

FINEST HOUR 100
In the last paragraph of Robert Pilpel's ex-
tract on Theodore Roosevelt, WSC did not
speak to President Kennedy who invited him to
Washington (from New York) in 1961—I did.
WSC never spoke to Kennedy. It was not ill-
will, just circumstance. (See my book, Long Sun-

set, pages 289-90.)

ANTHONY MONTAGUE BROWNE, CBE, DFC
READING, BERKS

SEPARATIZING MACKENZIE KING

What a beautiful day it was supposed to be:
French and English Canada paying tribute to
the two great leaders of the West during World
War |, Winston Churchill and Franklin Roo-
sevelt. For this day, a memorial was built to
commemorate their meetings in Quebec City in
1943 and 1944. On Rue Saint-Louis, sculptures
of FDR and Churchill faced each other with ex-
pressions of interest and determination.

But the day was spoiled by ultra-nationalist
Canadians and the Prime Minister of Canada, |.

. Jean Chretien, who gave a political ffiliation to

the event that it should never have had. |
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DESPATCH BOX

Mackenzie King, Prime Minister of Canada in
1943-44, had hosted the Quebec Conference
and they were offended that a statue of King was
not displayed with Churchill and FDR.

French and English Canadians should be
proud of this memoria because it was
Churchill's wit and boldness that saved England
and helped win the war. | am not an admirer of
Roosevelt, but | think that these Quebec City
meetings between Churchill and Roosevelt were
important to the war effort. A statue could be
built of Mackenzie King to commemorate
Canada's war effort, but does it have arelation to
these meetings, did he fully participate to the
discussions? And is it so important to spoil an
important commemoration just for partisan-
ship? Could an expert on WW2 or Churchill
give his opinion on this matter.

B. GAREAU, MONTREAL, QUEBEC

At the Quebec Conference, Churchill fet
that King was using the event for his own politi-
cad advancement. What better photo opportu-
nity than to be photographed with Churchill
and FDR? But their relationship goes back fur-
ther than that. King met Churchill during the
latter's tour of Canada in the early 1900s. King
cdled Churchill "an arrogant pup" (athough
they were born three weeks apart!). When King
went to England soon after their initial en-
counter and was told to meet Churchill, he
replied: "Anybody but Churchill. I've met him
and he's the last man in England | want to see."

RAFAL HEY DEL-MANKOO, OTTAWA, ONTARIO

Editor'sresponse: Fmno expert, but | suspect
Mackenzie King would be quite satisfied with the
statuary at Quebec. He had no plenary rolein the
Quebec conferencesand complained privately that
hefelt himself an"errand boy. "Nonethel essherec-
oghized the paramountcy of thetwo leaders, felt lit-
tle insult over the arrangements and, though he
had many policy disagreements, always praised
FDR and Churchill alike.

CHURCHILL OR CONGRESS?

Did you know that Herman Kahn, who
wrote the classc tome On Thermonuclear War,
was at Rand Corporation, and later founded the
Hudson Institute, sad that he would have
traded the entire United States Congress for
Winston Churchill at 65?

LARRY HINDS <mpc@soprisnet>

Editor'sResponse: No| didn't, and herewith |
passon Mr. Kahn'sdelightful quote, whichreminds
meof William Buckley'scel ebrated remark that he
would prefer to begoverned by thefirst 535 names
in the Boston telephone book than the entire
United Sates Congress (including, | presume, the
present one). $




DATELINES

QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"Téhen the situation was manageable it was neglected, and now that it is thoroughly out of hand we apply too
late the remedies which then might have effected a cure. There is nothing new in the story. It is as oid as the
sibylline books. It falls into that long, dismal catalogue of the fruitlessness of experience and the confirmed un-
teachability of mankind, VI8t of foresight, unwillingness to act when action would be simple and effective, lack of
clear thinking, confusion of counsel until the emergency comes, until self-preservation strikes itsjarring gong—
these are thefeatures which constitute the endiess repetition of history. "

PARIS REMEMBERS
PARIS NOVEMBER 11TH— Following asal ute,
the Union Hag and Tricolour which veil

the statue dide to the ground and are '
quickly folded by four cadets, two from j
Sandhurst, two from Saint-Cyr. To the !

Churchill statue that she has just un-
veiled, Elizabeth 11 gives an emotional
smile. On this Armistice Day 1998, Her
Magjesty is Parisian. And she has just un-
veiled, with President Jacques Chirac, a
monument by sculptor Jean Cardot, ded-
icated by France to the most famous
British Prime Minister of the century: a
choice which owes nothing to chance.
The Queen underlines it by saying that
Churchill "would aso have wanted to re-
mind me that this same date, 11th No-
vember fifty-four years ago, he and Gen-
erd de Gaulle walked down the Champs-
Elysees together, at the end of the second
great conflict which tore into the very
heart of Europe.”

The Queen said Churchill, her first
Premier, "who guided me with such wis-
dom and humour through the earliest
years of my reign,” had a sometimes diffi-
cult relationship with de Gaulle, but
would have been delighted with the hon-
our bestowed by France, a country he
"loved dl his life" Churchill is only the
second Briton honoured with a Paris
statue, after Edward V11, in honour of his
efforts to improve Anglo-French under-
standing at the beginning of the century.

Lady Soames, Sir Winston's daugh-
ter, was acknowledged first since it was at
her initiative that, on 22 June 1993, Her
Magjesty The Queen Mother inaugurated
a fund for a statue of General de Gaulle
in London. In return, France chose

Armistice Day 1998 to erect beside the
Seine, opposite a bronze statue of
Clemenceau, Father of Victory in 1918, a
monument to the man General de Gaulle
called the Father of Victory in 1945. After
the ceremony at Churchill's statue, Her
Mégjesty placed other flowers at the statue
of Clemenceau, where Churchill had laid
them on this day in 1944.

Arriving in Paris the evening before,
the Queen began the day by laying a
wreath under the Arc de Triomphe. The

-WSC, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 12 April 1935

ceremony, on the 80th anniversary of the
Armistice that ended World War |, carried
a gpecid solemnity. Marne taxis, a battery
of atillery, vintage Renault carriages and
de Dion Bouton trucks evoked the Gresat
War. At the 11 th hour of the 11 th day of
this 11th month, the President of France
greeted The Queen as she arrived a the
head of the Champs Elysees, among ranks
of a cavary regiment of the Guard. To-
gether the Heads of State bowed before
the flame of the unknown poilu, each
wearing symbols of the battles in which
the two dlies fought. Elizabeth Il greeted
a delegation of former soldiers, among
them General Bourgeois, 102 years old,
who voluntarily enlisted at age 17 in 1914
as adefender of Verdun.

Among the guests who gathered for a
luncheon at the Elysée Palace were Pierre
Mesmer, head of the honorary committee
for the Churchill statue, Lady Soames
and Sir Winston's grandson who bears his
name. The toasts between Her Majesty
and President Chirac were made with Pol
Roger Champagne, cuvee Sr Winston
Churchill 1988. This was a fitting cere-
mony to mark the new statue of a man
who first incarnated resistance to the
Third Reich by announcing, on 4 June
1940: "We shdl never surrender.”

Later in the day, The Queen was re-
celved in Wevelgem, Belgium by King Al-
bert Il and Queen Paola. With the Irish
President, Mme. McAleese, the Royas
visited the Irish memoria of Messines.
Their Maesties then travelled on to Ypres
where, each evening, the horn sounds for
the Allied soldiers who fdll.

-Antoine Michelland in Paris Match,
Trandlated by Gail Greenly >>
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DDG-81 §
Captain, Cdr.
Mike Franken,
sends us the
beautiful ship's
crest, which
will appear in
color in our
next issue.

USS WINSTON S CHURCHILL

BATH, MAINE, JANUARY 7TH— The U.S.
Navy's newest guided missle destroyer
(2= Datelines in recent issues) will bein-
volved in ceremonies this spring. The
launching will be a 2:50 PM Saturday
April 17th a Bath Iron Works. Lady
Soames and Mrs. William Cohen, wife of
the Secretary of Defense, will officiate.
The launch is open to the public and
members are cordidly invited. Informa-
tion will be mailed to dl members in
New England and anyone dse who re-
quests it by telephoning the editor.

There may be a separate christening
ceremony a Bath or Portland on Friday
April 23rd, marking the 50th anniversary
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza
tion, attended by various NATO heeds of
gate and government, and Lady Soames.
However, the Navy is not sure at this
writing whether this event will come off.
They are, however, certain that a launch
will occur on the 17th. For those too far
away to attend both, you should grasp the
aure thing and plan to be in Bath April
17th in plenty of time for the launch
which, the Navy says, will definitely occur
at high tide, 2:50 PM.

HOUSEKEEPING NOTES

As FH commences its second hun-
dred issues, a moderate redesign is upon
us. Our title changes to script and incor-
porates the "V" logo formerly used by
ICSUSA (and ill used by ICSUK), a
registered trademark.

"Amid These Storms' has been
dropped, freeing the editor to contribute
more articles. The Churchill Center Re-
port has been folded into "Datelines,”
gnce the Center is intrinsic to dl we do.
You will inevitably notice adjustments in
coming isues as we sttle into our new
suit of clothes. Thanks to David Eisen-
lohr and Bev Carr for the title design

work, and to Chris Petersen for making it
al work.

7,109. Charles Darwin was fourth in the
poll with 6,337. Not a bad start for the
Millennium sweepstakes, proves BBC lis-

SHAKESPEARE FIRST teners afairly erudite lot, too.

LONDON, JANUARY 2ND— Churchill ran a
cdoe scond to playwright William
Shakespeare in a BBC pall of its listeners
for Britain's greatest persondity of the
past 1,000 years. Shakepeare polled
11,717 votes, Churchill 10,957, and
William Caxton (publisher of the first
printed book in the English language)

YOUNG MEMBERS WANTED
Not everyone who joins The

Churchill Center or Societies gives an age.
Among about 1000 American members
who do, five percent are under thirty. A
>»

more encouraging statigtic is that

ARMISTICE DAY: 80 YEARS ON

On Armigtice Day we welcome the dedica-
tion of a statue in Paris to the only man who held
high office in both World Wars. Lady Soames |eft
promptly at the dose of the International
Churchill Conference in Virginiain order to at-
tend this event, made possible by many generous
Frenchmen, including The Churchill Center's
good friends at Champagne Pol Roger. Ten years
ago while visiting Epernay we had the honor to
recal the words that meant so much to embattlied
France in 1940:

"Francais! Pendant plus de trente ans, en temps
depaix comme en temps deguerre, j'ai marche avec
vous etje marche encore avec vous aujourd'hui, sur la méme route.... "

"Frenchmen! For more than thirty years in peace and war | have marched with
you. | am marching with you gtill along the same road. Tonight | spesk to you at your
firesides, wherever you may be, or whatever your fortunes are. | repegt the prayer upon
the Louis d'or, 'Dieu protege la France.' Here at home in England, under the fire of the
Boche, we do not forget the ties and links that unite us to France....Herein London,
which Herr Hitler says he will reduce to ashes...our Air Force has more than held its
own. We are waiting for the long-promised invasion. So are the fishes...

"Good night then: Seep to gather strength for the morning. For the morning will
come. Brightly will it shine on the brave and true, kindly upon dl who auffer for the
cause, glorious upon the tombs of heroes. Thuswill shine the dawn. Vive la France!
Long live do the forward march of the common people in dl the lands towards their
just and true inheritance, and towards the broader and fuller age.”

On Armigtice Day 80 years on, we remember above dl those who never returned,
of whom Winston Churchill spoke on 14 July 1940: "This is no war of chieftains or
of princes, of dynasties or national ambition; it isawar of peoples and of causes.
There are vag numbers, not only in this idand but in every land, who will render
faithful service in this war but whose names will never be known, whose deeds will
never be recorded. Thisis awar of the Unknown Warriors; but let dl strive without
failing in faith or in duty, and the dark curse will be lifted from our age.”

Reviewing the film "Saving Private Ryan," (FH99), Dick Feagler of the Cleveland
Plain Dealer describes a scene during the invasion of Normandy in 1944: "A squad of
American Rangers is sent behind enemy lines to save a man whose three brothers have
been killed in battle. Higher headquarters wants him shipped home to spare his
mother the agony of having dl her sons killed in combat. So eight Rangers risk their
lives for one man. And when one of the Rangers is mortally wounded, he asks Private
Ryan to bend over so he can whisper to him. 'Earn this,” he says

"And that is the request of dl the young men who have died in dl the wars, from
the Somme to Normandy to the Chosen Reservoir to Da Nang to the Gulf:

"Earn this."

FINEST HOUR 101/6



DATELINES

THECHURCHILLCALENDAR

Loca event organizers are welcome to send entries for this caendar; owing to our quarterly schedule, however, we need copy at least three months in advance.

2 April: Annual General Meeting, ICS/UK, Cabinet War Rooms, London
17 April, 2:50 PM: Launch of USS Winston S. Churchill, DDG81, Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine
17-22 July: Churchill Conference Mini-Tour, London to Bath, England
22-25 July: Sixteenth International Churchill Conference, Bath, England
26 July-8 August: "Churchill's South Africa" Tour, Cape Town to Pretoria (sold out)
24-26 September: Theme Conference, "Churchill & Eisenhower at Gettysburg," Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
18 October: Promised publication date of The Churchill War Papers|il: The Ever-Widening War, 1941

14-17 September: Seventeenth International Churchill Conference, Anchorage, Alaska

14 February: Centenary of Winston Churchill's Entry into Parliament
Autumn: Eighteenth International Churchill Conference, Ottawa, Ontario

Spring: Nineteenth International Churchill Conference, London

Twentieth International Churchill Conference and 50th Anniversary of the Bermuda Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

the average American member age is only

48, and the average age of those joining
through the Internet (now our largest
source of new members) is 44. WE
WANT YOUNG MEMBERS! Ifyou are
not a member already, or know someone
who should be, remember that USA stu-
dent membership costs only $20; and if
even that is a hardship, mail or Email us
with your situation and let us see what we
can do. For example, there are plenty of
regular members who will gladly subsidize
subscriptions of young people who are
genuinely interested. Similar student dis-
counts are also offered by ICS UK and
Canada. Write to the national offices
listed on page 2.

ANOTHER MUSICAL

PASADENA, NOVBEMBER 6TH— From tonight
through December 20th the Pasadena
Playhouse (State Theatre of California)
produced "Only a Kingdom," which
marked the second appearance of
Churchill in a musical production. (The
first was Robert Hardy in the title role of
"Winnie," some years ago in London.)
"Only a Kingdom" was about the Abdica-
tion of Edward VIII. The actor playing
WSC, John Connolly, bore a remarkable
physical likeness and had mannerisms
that looked Churchillian. In the play,
Churchill was portrayed as spokesman for
the Roya Family, specifically the Queen
Mother, who were all strongly against
King Edward's abdication. [She was in-

deed, but in the red-life episode
Churchill took the King's part against the
majority of Parliament. -Ed.] | do not

know if this play will ever reach the east

coast. It was well acted; Stan Chandler as
Edward V111 had a great voice; but as the-
ater, I've seen better. -David Crone

LOST AT SEA

SYDNEY, DECEMBER 28TH— The Australian
sailing sloop Winston Churchill (FH 100,
p. 6) sank during a raging storm in the
Tasman Sea during the annual Sydney-to-
Hobart race, broken up by 90 mph winds
and seas as high as 35 feet which arrived
almost without warning. The race ended
with six dead and numerous yachts lost.
Winston Churchill was abandoned at sea
Of her nine-man crew, seven including
skipper Richard Winning and 19-year-old
Michael Rynan (at sea for the first time)
were rescued from life rafts while two
crewmates were swept off the rafts some
95 miles from shore.

Winston Churchill put up a game
fight, but after hours of battering a huge
wave broke to leeward, ripping loose
chain plates, breaking planks and, per-
haps, driving her mast through her hull.
The boat rapidly filled with water. Win-
ning cast off his raft as the stern was sink-
ing. He turned to help a mate and when
he looked back the mast was disappear-
ing. The lashes parted and the rafts were
soon separated and out of sight of one an-
other. Winning's raft capsized twice,

|

which required some survivors to go over-
board to right it. The rafts were conical
with a shallow pointed top; with three
people inside al their weight is below the
water line so they are theoretically impos-
sible to capsize—they capsized twice. In
the aftermath, Richard Winning vowed
never to race again.

Our thanks for this report to the Syd-
ney Herald and Clarence Martin. Finest
Hour extends deepest sympathy to family

- members and survivors.

STATUS OF WAR PAPERS 111

LONDON, ANUARY 17THM  Sir Martin
Gilbert has kindly advised us that The
Ever-Widening War: 1941, his third vol-
ume of Churchill War Papers and the final
"Companion Volume" to Biographic Vol-
ume 6 of the Official Biography, is to be
published Monday 18 October by Heine-
mann. He is "on a crash schedule" to
complete dl final editorial work in Febru-
ary. (Sir Martin turned the manuscript for
this book in to the English publisher,
Heinemann, in December 1997.)

During 1998 Heinemann's parent,
Reed Consumer Group, was bought by
Random House. The takeover was, in
words of a most reliable source, "the most
almighty mess and the Reed records were,
and are, less than adequate." Sir Martin's
news makes us cautiously optimistic, and
we congratulate him (in Churchill's
words) for "continuing to pester, nag and
bite." continued >>>
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We adso hope the new managers get redl,

and reconsider the ridiculous £95 per
" or direct to you someone who can.

copy UK price—the identical Norton US
edition lists at $75 (our price $58)—and
that they stop scrapping remainder copies
of the Official Biography (if there are any
eft)
needy schools and libraries.

Alas the previous Heinemann man-
agement has put virtualy dl the bio-
graphic and companion volumes out of

print—including, now, Volume | of the |

War Papers. Their press runs of the Vol- . Britons do not refer to people by their

ume 5 Companions (1922-1939) were so
smdl that the books now cost over $300
on the secondhand market; even Sir Mar-
tin lacks one of them. Given that record,
things can only get better. Had primary
responsibility for editing and producing
the War Papers been given to the Norton
publishers years ago when this project
began, we would probably have four or
five volumes in print by now. New man-
agement is good news. -RML

NOT REALLY "OFFICIAL"

Incidentally, the name "Officid Biog-
raphy" is somewhat misleading, as Sr
Martin Gilbert noted in a 1991 interview
with Brian Lamb on C-Span's "Book-
notes': "I'm caled the officid biographer,
though to the enormous credit of the

Churchill family they've never asked to

e a single word of what | was writing
until the books were printed and bound

never asked me to delete aword or to skirt
around a particular issue. So ‘officid’ is a
misnomer if it's thought to mean a cen-
sored or restricted biographer.”

THE VIRTUAL CENTER

Because our website and other places
sy, "The Churchill Center, Washington,
D.C.," we occasiondly get communica-
tions from people who want to visit our
building. Of dl possible answers we like
Dr. Mather's the best: The CC is a"virtua

tivities show, but it does not own or oc-

rather than distributing them to !

i voice of administrator Lorraine Horn,

who will be pleased to answer questions

"WSC": PRO AND CON

A reader has suggested that we
should not use the initias "WSC" in ref-
erence to Winston S. Churchill because

* using theinitials, like, sy, JFK, FDR and

cupy abuilding. Thisis not to say it does- -

nt plan to—a building fund is part of its
extended endowment.

. and our In-
and ready for sde to the public. They |

SO on, isn't British practice. We have ac-
cordingly diminished our use of "WSC,"
but we haven't abandoned it. True,

initials as often as Americans do (though
everyone knows who EIIR is, and Stanley
Baldwin was dways "SB" to his col-
leagues). But for editoria practicality (in
lieu of repeating "Churchill" dl too often)
"WSC" cannot be bettered.

"Sir Winston" is usualy too formal
(and he wasn't that until 1953). "Winston
Spencer Churchill* rarely fits. "Winston"
is too familiar, and we are informed that
he despised "Winnie." "WSC" has its
function and we don't think WSC would
mind too much. He wore the initials on

¢ his carpet dippers, penned them on offi-

cid documents, even had a "WSC" tem-
plate so he could "sign" his paintings.

Also, his daughter and biographer both !

use "WSC" fredy. Good enough for ud!

CHURCHILL POSTERS

ICS Canada [ ws s

"Sudy History!
ternet  team Sudy History!"
have pro- —
duced superb
posters, car-
rying the
most famous
photograph

of Churchill,
kindly — au- § www.winstonchurchill.org

Tt e wckoire

thorized for i

use by Yousuf Karsh. The posters adver-
tise the Churchill Home Page, www.win-

: stonchurchill.org, and are designed to in-
center." It certainly exigts, as its many ac-

terest teachers and students in Churchill

DATELINES

and our organizations. Hundreds have al-

ready been distributed free of charge to

schools in Canada, the U.S.A. and Great
~ Britain. Most posters are 18x24" but a

Meanwhile, for anyone with ques- .
tions about membership, joining, gift ;
membership or other business, you have

only to telephone our toll-free number,

(888) WSC-1874, to find the cheery

few were printed in a more compact
12x18" and either is presently available.
For the time being, they come in a tube
with the 1995 Conference poster mark-
ing "Churchill, Roosevelt and the end of

World War 11."

Posters are free to teachers, students,
schools and colleges. Please Email or mail
us with the name and address of the
school, the teacher or department head to
whom they should be addressed. (Limit
two to a customer.)

Posters are also free to current mem-
bers. In U.SA., please send $5 payable to
"Churchill Center" to the editor, to cover
the cost of postage and packing. In
Canada send C$5 payable to "ICS" to
John Pumpton. In UK send £2 payable
to "ICS" to Nigel Knocker. (Addresses are
al on page 2)

: YOU COULD OWN ONE

NOVEMBER HTH— In case you have your
heart set on obtaining a 1941 Enigma
machine, one was being auctioned at:
<www.breker.com/english/index.htm>.
The catalog description said it was com-
plete except for "Birnen,” so | logged
onto the LEO German-English online
dictionary and found out this word
means "pears’ in English! Well, | guess
the light bulbs are sort of pear-shaped. Es-
timate DM 12.000-18.000. The previous
one went for DM 24.034 ($13,400 or
£8,000). -JimKirk <nodub@erols.com>

CAROL SUZUKI
SANTA MONICA, UNE 4TH— A regular and
longtime attendee at Churchill confer-
ences and tours and beloved wife of Peter
Suzuki, Carol died in her deep after atwo-
year battle against cancer. Born and raised
in Wheeling, West Virginia, Carol Jean
Bonar worked for the US State Depart-
ment while pursuing her history degree at
the George Washington University. In
1970 she moved to Wiesbaden, Germany,
to study German. Here she met Peter,
who was teaching for the University of
Maryland in the same city. They were
married in January 1972, honeymooned
on the idand of Djerba, Tunisia, and
moved to Omaha, Nebraska. Here they
remained, with Peter pursuing his teach-
ing career at the University of Nebraska.
Everyone who knew Carol Suzuki re-
joiced in her friendly and outgoing man-
ner and her deep knowledge of the
Churchill saga Peter Suzuki's many
friends in The Churchill Center and Soci-
eties send their heartfelt sympathy. Our
grief, though not so gresat as his, is deeply
felt. -RML continued >»



ERRATA,/-//100

Page 8: caption under Randolph
Churchill's photograph should read 22
February (not July) 1968.

Page 40: words are missing at top
left column: "This interruption of inno-
cence in politics is the strangest thing
imaginable. It would seem to..."

Page 46, last paragraph, it was An-
thony Montague Browne who spoke
with Kennedy, not Churchill.

Page 62: A flying hyphen has en-
tered Alistair Cooke's correction.

Page 63: dates for Lady Churchill
should read 1968-1977, not 1968-1979.

ON THE MAP

WASHINGTON, OCICBER 2/TH— National Ge-
ographic maps have been an important re-
source for world leaders, scientists, ex-
plorers, academics, travelers, and millions
of readers of the renowned yellow-bor-
dered magazine. During World War 11,
NG's 1944 map, "Germany and Its Ap-
proaches,” became Churchill's personal
briefing map. Half a century later during
the Gulf War, National Geographic re-
celved 10,000 additional requests from
the public for a map of the Middle East.
A new map was created and included in
the February 1991 issue of National Geo-
graphic. The Society donated 50,000
copies of the map to U.S. military units
throughout the Persan Gulf.

THE THINGS THEY SAY, cont'd...
LONDON,
Churchill has demanded a retraction of a
dur in a Daily Mail gossip column, which
repeated the old story that his grandfather
once dept with actor/playwright Ivor
Novello, describing the experience as
"musical.” Apparently this was picked up
from Ted Morgan's biography of Somerset
Maugham, and a Novello biography by
James Harding. The Mail asserted that
historian Andrew Roberts (Eminent
Churchillians) backed up the liein his re-
view of Clive Ponting's (dreadful)

OCTOBER 30TH— Winston !
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i postwar premier Alcide De Gasperi; post-

- LONDON,

* way that most of the population would be |

Churchill biography. But what Roberts |
said was that this was just about the only

lie about Sir Winston which Ponting did
not include!

EU HONOURS "VISIONARIES'
BRUSSELS NOVEMBER 28TH— Sir Winston is
one of nine "visionaries from the past"

honoured by European Parliament build-
ings in Brussals, Strasbourg or Luxem-
bourg named for them. The other eight:
Italian anti-fascist Altiero Spinelli and

the letter to General Sir Hastings Ismay,
secretary of the War Cabinet, on 6 July
1944, the newspaper said. Churchill said
the only reason that Germany had not
used gas on the Allies was because "they
fear retaliation...Not certainly out of
moral scruples or affection for us." But
Spanish diplomat Salvador de Madariaga; | Churchill added that he would not use
Belgian statesman Paul-Henri Spask; | the gas unless it could be shown it was
Czech-born Nobel peace prize winner l "life or death for us' or that "it would
Bertha Von Suttner; and French states- . Shorten the war by ayear,” The Guardian
man Robert Schuman. -Daily Mail said. "In the meanwhile, | want the mat-
ter studied in cold blood by sensible peo-
ple and not by that particular set of
psam-singing uniformed defeatists which
one runs across now here now there,"
Churchill continued. After some study,
Ismay told Churchill the military chiefs
thought a gas attack would not have a
"decisive" effect on the war and Churchill
accepted their decision.

war German Chancellor Konrad Ade-
nauer; French feminist Louise Weiss;

THE OLD GAS BAG

NOVEMBER 2ND—  Winston
Churchill considered unleashing poison
gas on Germany in the last year of World
War 1l, The Guardian reports. Citing a
memo discovered in Britain's public
archives, the newspaper said Churchill
contemplated a mustard gas attack that
would "drench the cities of Ruhr and
many other cities in Germany in such a

We are sure to see eventudly a
warped version of this report from some
modern-day psalm-singing uninformed
defeatists to illustrate WSC's ungodliness.
Remember, you read the truth here. >»

requiring medical attention.”
Churchill's comments were made in

AROUND AND ABOUT

Addition to your usdess information file:. Cover Magazi ne quotes Mission Pharmacal,
which has determined that the average volume of Churchill's snore was 35
decibels....Finest Hour's 1999 Samuel Hoare Award for the Most Unchurchillian Par-
liamentary Behaviour was won outright the first week of January. Despite a close run
by US Congressman Gephardt, who caled for a return to collegiality while wags
played recordings of his speeches branding colleagues child-starvers, the Award went
to the gentleman who pie-bombed the Dutch Finance Minister, announcing the re-
placement of Holland's guilder by the euro. The Minister was wiping off the first pie
when splat, he took another one.... 1998 Award went to Russds Vladimir Zhiri-
novsky, for flinging glasses of water at his critics in the Duma.... Her grandfather's His-
tory of the English-Speaking Peoplesis recommended by Telegraph Magazine's Emma
Soames:. "If there was afire I'd go for dl the books | haven't read...I'd probably get
burned as | tried to pick it up." (No, it'slight.)....Churchill battled to receive duty-
free cigars, the Daily Mail reveds, bucking postwar Labour duties as high as 150 per-
cent....Worse, Churchill commissioned a military investigation, Operation Unthink-
able, considering a preemptive war by the Anglo-Americans against the Soviet Union
starting in July 1945, according to secret documents released by the Public Record
Office. Look for disapproving additions to the Feet of Clay Collection soon....28
Hyde Park Gate, the Churchills' London home from 1945 to 1965, was offered for
rent at £10,000 aweek by actor Anthony Andrews; for longer term leases he will set-
tle for only £7,000.... 11 Downing Street, once occupied by WSC and Lord Ran-
dolph Churchill, has been opened to visitors for the first time as part of a series of se-
lected "Heritage Open Days"...."Can you describe Churchill in one sentence?’ the
Sunday Telegraph challenged Sr Martin Gilbert, who has spent about eight million
words on the official biography. Sr Martin replied: "He was a great humanitarian
who was himself distressed that the accidents of history gave him his greatest power at
a time when everything had to be focused on defending the country from destruction,
rather than achieving his goas of a fairer society." Game, set and match? M
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VANCOUVER, NOVEMBER 30TH—
Strike, outgoing President of our es
teemed colleagues, The Sir Winston S.
Churchill Society of British Columbia,
reports many successful 1998 events for
the Society. March 6th: an "Evening with
Churchill" addressed by the Hon. Jay
Burns, United States Consul General, on
the new role of NATO; May 19th: black
tie dinner for Vice Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Hull (UK. David Neville
Dilks, who spoke on "Churchill, Eden
and Canada'; November 30th: black tie
dinner marking Sr Winston's 124th
birthday, addressed by Dr. John Mather
on "Medica Myths and Truths."

The Churchill Scholarship Founda-
tion continues to receive donations under
the able Chair of Stan Winfield. The stu-

dent winner of the 1998 first prize was
Mr. David Gossen. Anyone in B.C. who |
is not a member of the Society should !
join. The new President is Robert W.
Gourlay, QC (address on page 2).

ENGLAND: FINCHER

COLLECTION TO BLETCHLEY
LONDQN, DECEMBER i OTH— Finest Hour has
presented the late Robert Fincher's
Churchill stamp collection to the Interna-
tional Churchill Society of the UK, for |
display at the Churchill Rooms, Bletchley
Park—the wartime codebreaking centre
where Jack Darrah has created his marvel-
lous Churchilliana display (see FH 91, p.
18). Mr. Fincher presented the stamps to
FH in 1989, asking us to use them where
they would best advance interest in Sir
Winston. In 1992, key pages were pub-
lished in Finest Hour 77.

The collection was appraised on be-
half of ICS/UK by prominent philatelist
Celwyn Bal, former President of ICS,
Canada. Fincher's specialty was what phi-
ladists cdl "forerunners'—stamps de-
picting Churchill issued before Sir Win- -
gon's death, after which numerous com- .i
memoratives appeared. His detailed study |
of the 1945 Colombia "Big Three" over- |
prints is the standard work on this sub- |
ject. Members visiting Bletchley should |
not fal to have alook. Or, obtain a copy |
of Finest Hour 77 from your loca Society |
or Churchill Stores.

DDATELINES

LOCAL AND NATIONAL NEWS

BRITISH COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON SOCIETY

Leslie } IS CC AFFILIATE
!

WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 5TH— TheWash-

ington Society for Churchill (WSC) be- !

came the first Affiliate of The Churchill
Center by unanimous vote of the CC
Board of Governors. CC Affiliates are or-
ganizations whose aims are substantially
the same as the Center, but do not in-
clude the International Churchill Soci-
eties of Canada or the UK, which are in-
dependent associated organizations. The
Washington Society, founded five years
ago, is one of the largest groups meeting
regularly, with a broad array of activities,
student programs, and support for major
Churchill conferences—both Washington
'93, and Williamsburg '98, which it
hosted. Speakers have included Jack
Kemp,
Murray and members of the CC Board of

Governors. The Society has also hosted !

Edwina and Celia Sandys, and assisted at
Churchill Center symposia held in Wash-
ington in 1994 and 1996. Members in
the District of Columbia and the sur-
rounding tri-state area wishing to be

aware of upcoming WSC events may |

contact the Society (address on page 2).

TENNESSEE

COOKEVILLE, TENN., MARCH 31ST— CC
member John David Marshall gave the
1998 Phi Kappa Phi Lecture at Tennessee
Technologica University today: "The
Churchill Wit." Marshall is professor
emeritus, Todd Library, Middle Tennessee
State University in Murfreeshoro.

NORTH TEXAS

DALLAS, SEPTEMBER 19TH— Twenty-two

members and guests met at the Dallas In-

ternational Cultural and Socid Circle
Club for awine and cheese socia before a
presentation by Nathan Hughes, whose
topic was a critique of Brian Walden's
"Churchill as a Hero," shown on BBC
television last year. (See FH 97, p. 33)

Caspar Weinberger, Williamson |

Walden considered that Churchill was a I

hero because he gave the war meaning
and moral greatness, and that Britain's

stand from the time of Dunkirk to Pearl !

Harbor ensured the survival of human |

rights. But Walden was critica of

Churchill's early life and considered him
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an old-fashioned, blimpish reactionary.
These views were refuted by a number of
those present and an interesting discus-
sion ensued. For latest on North Texes ac-
tivities contact Nathan Hughes, 1117
Shadyglen Circle, Richardson TX 75081-
3720, tel. (972) 235-3208.

NORTHERN OHIO

CLEVELAND, NOVEMBER 3RD— Northern
Ohio members gathered at the Greenbrier
Suite, where Marshall Wright spoke on
"Winston Churchill and Jacky Fisher at
the Admiralty." Members were offered
sumptuous fare by the Wall Street Déli.

If you live in or near Cleveland, con-
tact our Northern Ohio friends to be
placed on the mailing list. Telephone
Alexis at (216) 781-1212 or write Michael
McMenamin, Walter & Haverfield, 1300
Terminal Tower, Cleveland, OH 44113.

1999 UK ARCHIVES EXHIBITIONS

e May-Jduly 1999: "Churchill and
Horseracing” exhibit, National Museum
of Horseracing, Newmarket, Suffolk. This
smal display focuses on  Winston
Churchill's ownership, late in his life, of
racehorses such as "Colonist 11" and "Pol
Roger." It is hoped to complement mater-
ia from the Churchill Archives Centre
with a number of artifacts.

» June-October 1999: "Churchill:
The Evidence," alarge cradle-to-grave ex-
hibition at the National Library of Scot-
land in Edinburgh. This display will use
original documents and photographs
from the Churchill Archives Centre to tell
the story of Churchill's long life and ca
reer, but will highlight his Scottish con-
nections: his long tenure as MP for
Dundee, his command of a Scottish bat-
talion during WW1, and his acceptance
of the Freedom of Edinburgh in 1942.

* November and December 1999:
"Churchill and the Boer War," a display
at the Empire and Commonwealth Mu-
seum, Bristol, marking the centenary of
Churchill's celebrated capture and escape.
Members visiting England at that time
could combine a visit to the Newmarket
display with a trip to us here a the
Churchill Archives Centre. We would be
delighted to entertain you and show you
some more of our treasures.

-Allen Packwood, Churchill Archives

Centre, Churchill College, Cambridge

CB3 0DS, tel. (01223) 336087. M>



Jergoualify of iliie Creninuuy\7)
Hi's Vjreums Had a J"JiilosopJiical JKoundation
RON CYNEWULF ROBBINS

HE ancient philosophers owed their

greatness to an iron-clad conviction that

we must never retreat from redlity.
Churchill's words and deeds in perilous times
provide incontrovertible evidence that his ge-
nius had a philosophical foundation. The folly
of his recent detractors is painfully apparent
when they choose to ignore the metaphysical
virtues empowering his leadership. They prefer to work
from the arid assumption that they understand him better
than the people who joined his crusade to preserve civi-
lization.

Although Hitler was the instinctive exploiter of
Teutonic mass psychology, his philosophy soon caused
him to lose touch with redity, and humanity suffered one
of the bloodiest periods in history. Churchill held on
tightly to redlity, while coping daily with the flux of his
ideas and avisonary gift centra to his effective guardian-
ship of freedom. Some critics refuse to recognize the
strength of his philosophy and its overwhelming appesl
to those who cherish freedom.

The opinion of Isocrates the Athenian (436-338
B.C., pupil of Socrates) is supremely relevant: "I hold that
man wise who can usudly think out the best course to
take and that man a philosopher who seeks to gain that
insight." Churchill eminently conforms to Isocratess de-
scription of a genuine philosopher. He was dedicated to
uniting the Greeks against Asa—Greece resembling a
David confronting a despotic Goliath. Boasting that he
clung to redity, Isocrates was cagtigated (mark wdl!) for
over-degance of gyle.

Churchill was ever senditive to the unending antag-
onism between good and evil—another parald with the
Athenian truth seekers. He reacted to threatened or actua
evil by leaping instantly into battle. The intransigence of
his latter-day traducers often has roots in wilful misinter-
pretation and shameful cupidity; there is in their andyses
rarely aleavening of humour, acharge it would be impos-

Commencing in Finest Hour 97, "Persondity of the Century" isan on-
going series of op-ed pieces designed to qudify Churchill for Time
magazine's designation by the end of the century. Sdected articles will
be targeted to op-ed sections of major newspapers and compiled for
presentation to the editors of Time. Ron Cynewulf Robbins, ajournal-
is who covered Churchill in the House of Commons, is a FH senior
editor living in Victoria, B. C.

© KARSH, OTTAWA

dgble to bring againgt Churchill. But if one
makes the mistake of resorting to malice, there
is indeed no room left for laughter. According
} to classcd tradition tragedy and farce should
have afoot in each other's camp. Unfortunately
writers trying to topple Churchill's reputation
are generaly so swamped by theatricality that
they offer nothing beyond the tragedy of their
own dreary limitations. Inaccuracy has dways been paltry
apparel for scribes clamouring for recognition. Too many
of the so-caled new school of historians delude them-
Fves if they bdieve obfuscation of facts and lamentable
lgpses into fiction will prove them right, and Churchill
wrong. Gross sensationalism and shock tactics cannot
guarantee that today's public, or posterity itsdf, will be-
stow credibility on unethical practitioners.

One of the most inane notions put forward is that
Churchill would have handled things better had he come
to peace (or at least not prosecuted the war) with Hitler
after the fdl of France in 1940. "Fight on!" was his policy.
Had he thought otherwise, the British would have thrown
him out of office. Anyone dive in Britain during those
crucid days can confirm that Churchill, and the vast ma-
jority of his compatriots, were adamant in their refusd to
turn traitor to freedom. They strove on valiantly together.

In his customary forthright fashion Churchill ex-
plained what a wartime leader is compelled to face in a
democracy: "Power in a nationd crigs, when a man be-
lieves he knows what orders should be given, is a bless-
ing....The loydties which centre upon number one are
enormous....If heisno good, he must be pole-axed.”

By contrast it is easy to summon up condemnatory
quotes from the oratory of Adolf Hitler. A comparatively
mild example: "For the good of the German people, we
must wish for awar every fifteen or twenty years." Hitler
sdad that in 1941, the year he repeated the colossd error of
Sweden's Charles XI1 and France's Napoleon by invading
Russa

Churchill's abiding concern for the faie of Greece
during and &fter the war demonstrates how firmly loyalty
and honour were embedded in his philosophy. The plight
of Britain's old dly following her invason by Itay, and
later Germany, demanded swift action and he provided it.
Poswar criticism of the sacrifices Churchill's policy en-
tailed frequently cloudsfundamental issues, continued >»
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PERSONALITY OF THE CENTURY...

There have been suggestions that he was motivated
chiefly by glowing romanticism. It is true that he takes
second place to no one in his admiration for Greece. He
praised the Greeks and Jews with equal fervour by point-
ing out that their "endless struggle for life stretches back
to the fountain springs of human thought. No other two
races st such a mark upon the world." He lauded the in-
heritance of "...genius and wisdom" they have left us: "No
two cities have counted more with mankind than Athens
and Jerusalem. Their messages in religion, philosophy, and
art have been the main guiding lights of modern faith and
culture.

It is abundantly clear, however, that he was entirely
realigtic in dealing with the Italian-German attack on
Greece. It must be borne in mind that the country imme-
diately invoked the guarantee Neville Chamberlain had
given before Churchill succeeded him in the premiership.
Pledging al possible assistance to the beleaguered Greeks,
Churchill sent them a heartening message: "We will fight
a common foe and we will share a united victory."

Britain's army, fleet and air force were spread dan-

geroudy thin over huge distances when Italy struck in Oc-
tober 1940. What Churchill called "The Torment of
Greece" was long and savage until his promise of eventual
triumph was fulfilled. The complications in the Mediter-
ranean arena soared to horrendous heights. Undeterred,
Churchill stayed the course, telling Eden how important
it was for the government to show that their word was
their bond "lest the whole Turkey position is lost through
proof that Britain never tries to keep her guarantees.” Axis
conquest forced the Greek government to take refuge in
London, and on appropriate occasions Churchill dis-
played his well-known fondness for American poetry by
citing the words "the glory that was Greece" from Poes To
Helen.

Fifty and sixty years on, we dive today are the
inheritors and beneficiaries of Churchill's achievement.
The existence and success of The Churchill Center and
Societies, Churchill College, Cambridge, The Memorial
at Fulton, the Churchill Societies of Canada and the Win-
ston Churchill Memoria Trust dl bear testimony to our
gratitude, and are vital to the safeguarding of a priceless
inheritance. $?

RIDDLES,
MYSTERIES,
ENIGMAS

Send your questions to
the Editor

Wiille watching the film "Young Win-

ston,™1 heard a reference to his brother

Could someone give me a thumbnail |

sketch of him?

John Srrange Spencer Churchill,
.1880-1947, known as Jack, a stock-

War, 1899. Married Lady Gwendeline
Bertie (1884-1941), daughter of the 7th

Martin lost a dander lawsuit, but occa-
sondly 4ill surfaces. Jack and Winston
were very close their descendants 4till are.

Pleaseidentify Churchill'sLondon res-
" idences, and indicate with an asterisk
(*) Which carry the blue historical plaque .

35A Great Cumberland Place (1874-

1900, Lord and Lady Randolph's);
105 Mount Street (1900-1905, his first
bachelor flat); 12 Bolton Street (1905-
09), the first house ever of his own); 33
Eccleston  Square*  (1909-13); 41
Cromwell Road (1915-?, shared with his
brother Jack and their families); Sussex
Square* (post-WWwI); 12 Morpeth Man-

_ gons (1930s); 28 Hyde Pak Gate*
broker. Wounded in action in the Boer -

Earl of Abingdon, 1908. Mgor, Queen's

Own Oxfordshire Hussars 1914-18.
Saved a Dunkirk, 1914; on Sr John

(1945-65).

. prominently in the story?

French's gaff 1914-15; on Gen. Sr lan :

Hamilton's gaff at Gdlipoli, 1915; on

General Birdwood's saff 1916-18. Ac- |
companied Winston on his lecture tour of :
North America, 1929, with WSC's son |
Randolph and Jack's son Johnny. His sur- |

viving son, Peregrine, is a vigorous octo-
genarian. The rumor that Jack wes not
Lord Randolph's son, begun by biogra-
pher Raph Martin, was put down when

There are severd; one the most grip-
ping to me is Brian Gafieds The

Paladin (NY: Simon & Schuster 1979,
London: Macmillan 1980), sad to be :

"fiction based on fact." Its protagonist is
Christopher Creighton, engaged by WSC
a avery young age to act as WSC's per-
sond qoy. Christopher has quite awar. He
warns of Belgium's plans to surrender in

up secret German U-boat pens in Ireland;
sabotages a friendly Dutch submarine and
sends its crew to the bottom after it re-
ports the Japanese battle fleet en route to
Pearl Harbor (because Churchill doesn't
want to warn the Americans in order to
get them into the war—an old, old saw).
Back in London, Creighton finishes the
job by murdering the only cypher clerk
who has read the sub's message—and she
is his girlfriend! He engineers the assass-
nation of Darlan, and tips the Nazis of
the Dieppe taid to convince the Ameri-
cans it's too soon for a cross-channd inva
son. Findly, when the invason is on, he
geers the Germans into reinforcing Caas
over Normandy.

Fast-forward to the 1990s. someone
named "Crichton" surfaced a few years

i ago claiming to have been just such a gy,

How manyfictional works have been .
written in which Churchill figures .
; tried off and on to contact Brian Garfield,
but he has eluded us. The book wes re-

relating much of the same guff—was he
the person who inspired Gafidd? Weve

vieved FH 48, mentioned in Janet
Danielss "Churchill as Fictiona Charac-
ter, FH 79; both are avalable from
Churchill Stores (contacts, p. 2).

Stores also sells The Boer Conspiracy,
by John Woods ($10): how Sherlock
Holmes failed a plot againgt WSC's life
during the 1901 Oldham election—te-
lated of course by an aged Dr. Watson in

time to save the BEF a Dunkirk; blows | 1940. A great tead! $
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SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP

Churchill Conference XV: November 5th-8th, 1998
Colonial Williamstmrg, Virginia

AS SEEN BY VARIOUS EYES

VIEW FROM THE TOP

fter nine months of intense activity, sx o'clock Friday

November 5th was a click away and the 15th

Churchill Conference would be up and running. As |
waited for slence from the audience gathered for the open-
ing session, it seemed that the Planning Committee's hard
work was either going to come to fruition or | would be
holding the bag for considerable misdirected energy, ex-
pended by alot of dedicated people. Any anxiety | did have
at that moment was quickly dispelled as the conference
gained full momentum with its theme of "The Specid Rea
tionship: The End of the Beginning," played out in the stu-
dent seminar, various presentations and the First Churchill
Lecture delivered by Ambassador Raymond Seitz.

The Planning Committee, including James Muller,
John Plumpton, Ron Helgemo and Craig and Lorraine
Horn, worked as a team with the added benefit of telecon-
ferencing and email. This may be the first Churchill Confer-
ence when the planners met together in one room only twice
during the course of a nine-month preparation. The eventual
suceess of the conference was a remarkable testimony to the
effectiveness of modern modes of communication: the logis-
tics and organization involved in the planning could not
have been achieved otherwise in the constrained time avail-
able. An added factor in our favor was the marvelous cooper-
ation of the gtaff of the Williamsburg Foundation, especialy
its Archivist, Stephen E. Haller.

The planning of a Conference requires a high leve of
cooperation and coordination and a strong spirit of mutual
support, in order to achieve a smooth operation where the
registrants can redly enjoy themselves without distractions.
It was a great benefit to be able to have this Conference at
the Williamsburg Lodge with its superb facilities. The
weather dso cooperated, affording the opportunity to enjoy
the amenities of the historic capital of Colonia Virginia.

It is probably inappropriate for me to wax lengthily
on the feding of satisfaction we have, and of how the dele-

gates enjoyed the sessions and themselves. So | will quote :

from aletter | recently received from Lady Soames:

"Now | am sitting down quietly and casting my
mind back to the tremendously successful and enjoyable pro-
gramme over which you presided at Williamsburg. May |,
through you, thank The Churchill Center's committee for

ABOVE Nigd Knocker and Ron Helgemo demonstrate professiona
18th century techniques as they step out with Colonia dames.
BH.OM Curt Zoller with Lady Soames, Bond Nichols at right.

your generous hospitality. | do think you and your colleagues
did a marvelous job in the detailed preparations, and the se-
ries of seminars and presentations and functions were so well
planned: | got the fegling that everyone was redlly enjoying
themselves and there was such a nice atmosphere.

"I thought a great feature of the Conference was the
presence of students from so many different colleges and
universities. Their input was very stimulating and I'm sure
they dl profited from the seminar themselves a great deal.
Another highlight was being able to celebrate Richard's CBE,
so well deserved personally and also a compliment and acco-
lade to the whole Society. And finally Ray Seitz's thoughtful
and riveting analysis of the specia relationship redly sparked
off the Churchill Lectures at a very high level. | hope you
have dl had some days doff, as running the Conference and
attending all the events must have been a marathon." >>>
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Typicaly, Lady Soames has caught the "note and tick"
of the Conference; and what more can a Planning Commit-
tee ask than that our Patron be enthused over its outcome. |
think her comments are echoes of the thoughts, spoken and
unspoken, of many who were there with us. Don't miss the
next one in Bath, England 22-25 July, 1999. Once again the
torch has been passed to our colleagues of the International
Churchill Society, United Kingdom.

John H. Mather, M.D.
Chairman, Planning Committee

THE WILLIAMSBURG JOURNEY

t is nearly 6 PM when the phone rings in my car. My

wife, Lorraine, is calling me from Williamsburg, and |

am on the Washington Betway headed to Dulles Airport
to pick up Winston Churchill's daughter and granddaughter,
coming in from London. Lorraine is anxious: "Where are
you and how soon will you be to Dulles? Celia just called.
They have been waiting since 3:30 and no one has yet ar-
rived for them."

| panic. The treffic is terrible; astray loony is trying to
jump off the Woodrow Wilson Bridge and the entire west-
side Betway is at a crawl. "What are they doing here d-
ready?' | reply. "You told me to pick them up at 6:30 PM
and it's not even 6." (Maybe I'll just go back home and pre-
tend this is not happening.)

At 6:20 PM | arrive a Dulles to find Celia Sandys
waiting outside the terminal and Lady Soames sitting quietly
and patiently inside. | am near suicide. But not to worry.
They are not only warm, but apologetic for the inconve-
nience they have created for me on a busy conference week. |
thought they would be ready to throw me to the lions! In-
stead we quickly pack their bags into the trunk (boot), Lady
Soames climbs into the back seat with the overflow luggage,
and we are off.

Three hours later we arrive in Williamsburg. It is
nearly 10 PM and the lighting is dim. Street lighting like
thisis carrying the 18th Century too far. | proceed to get lost
trying to find ahotel which | have never visited on roadways
built 250 years ago, with precious few signs to guide me.

Think about it. |1 have been late picking up the only
surviving child of the Man of the Century, as well as his
granddaughter. They have been traveling for nearly ten
hours. | have packed them into an overloaded car for an-
other three hours, through Washington rush hour treffic. |
am now depositing them in a hotel that | only inadvertently
stumbled upon. On top of that, | don't know whether my
guest should be addressed as Lady Soames, The Lady
Soames, Mrs. Soames, Lady Mary or Honorable Lady. (I'm
from lowa; | only work in outer space.) And there is Celia,
strong and determined, who szes you up quickly and takes
no quarter. Dressed in jeans and ajacket, sheis aready plan-
ning her next saven activities. What does one say: "Greet-
ings, Mrs. Sandys, and how are dl thelittle ones?' Well no—
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ABOVE: Williamsburg Lodge's Tidewater Room was a hub of activity
for registration, displays, Churchill Stores, book signings and website
demonstration. BE.OW LEFT: The 1998 Blenheim Award to David
Boler (John Mather at right). BELOW RIGHT: Lorraine Horn, Ruth
Plumpton man Registration desk. (Craig was till out on the road.)

sheis officidly Mrs. Perkins. Or is she the Honorable Cdia?
| think about joining the nut on the bridge.

In fact, of course, we had a great time. They were
both warm and understanding. Although tired from an ex-
hausting trip, to say nothing of two-plus hours waiting for
me at Dulles, they could not have been more agreesble. They

_quickly put me at ease, and despite my trouble finding the
hotel, al was in readiness at Williamsburg. Lady Soames was
exactly what we have al come to expect and to know. As
"Thomas Jefferson” said at the Friday night banquet, we now
see why she is caled Lady Soames." She attended every pro-
gram, sat attentively through every speech and participated
with aplomb in every event. Celia Sandys showed her
Churchill fortitude and perseverance as repeatedly we im-
posed upon her last-minute changes in schedule and unex-
pected duties regarding presentations and acknowledgments.
Strong stock, those Churchills.

On the return trip to Dulles, things went more
smoothly. They wanted to see some of the Virginia country-
side and | was happy to oblige. Leaving 1-95 at Falmouth, we
headed toward Warrenton. | was reasonably sure that there
was some road or another that would take us up to Dulles,
and there was. We drove through the gentle rolling country-
side of "Mosby's Confederacy" as | related stories of this or
that Civil War battle or skirmish. Next came >>>




ABOVE Twelve students from William & Mary, Queen Mary & West-
field College, Universities of Virginia and Tennessee, Butler, George-
town and American Universitities and Berry College made up our
panel on Churchill's The Age of Revolution. BELOW LEFT: Fred Farrow
(L) and Jim Muller (r.) flanking Farrow Award winner Manfred Weid-
horn. BELOW RIGHT: Laura and Chris Harmon with Lady Soames.
Chris is a prolific writer for FHand other journals, and teaches at

US Marine Corps Command and Staff College, Quantico, Virginia.

Catlett and the Confederate raid that resulted in a Yankee

Genera’s jacket being captured for display in Richmond.

Then Manassas, where Stonewall Jackson got his name. If

only | could just shut up and let them enjoy the quiet of the

countryside....

We reached Dulles Airport spot on schedule: a most

wonderful time with our two guests. Until we meet again...
D. Craig Horn
Transport-R-Us

SCHOLARLY PERSPECTIVES

ttending the 15th International Churchill Confer-

ence were eeven Williamsburg Fellows of The

Churchill Center, who came together to discuss the
third volume of Churchill's History of the English-Speaking
Peoples, The Age of Revolution, with three faculty members.
The Fellows, chosen for their academic promise, were under-
graduates at colleges and universities in the eastern United
States, ranging from freshmen to seniors; one was an ex-
change student from the British Ides.

The Williamsburg Seminar, "Winston S. Churchill
on the Modern Revolutions," began with a presentation by
this writer and continued the next day with a fast-paced,
three-hour discussion of The Age of Revolution by the Fel-
lows, with conference-goers looking on. John Ramsden, Ji-

frey Wallin, and |, who moderated the sessions, had only to
pose the questions about the book. The Fellows, who had
read it with great care, tackled the three modern revolutions
that Churchill describes in his history: the Glorious Revolu-
tion of 1688 in Britain, the American Revolution of 1776,
and the French Revolution of 1789, as well as the revolu-
tions in science and industry that helped to create the mod-
ern world. They dso considered the distinctive features of
Churchillian history, wondered about his omissions and
idiosyncrasies, and debated the accuracy of his accounts of
such leading figures as Marlborough, Madison, Hamilton,
and Napoleon.

The Williamsburg Fellows were conspicuous during
the Conference through the First Churchill Lecture, which
they attended. Each received a certificate from Celia Sandys,
and they sdlected one of their number, Brian Sayers, as the
class marshall, who conveyed eloquent thanks to Lady
Soames for what they had learned from the work of her fa
ther. Costs of the seminar were partly defrayed by contribu-
tions from members, who signed on to be student sponsors.

JamesW. Muller
Academic Chairman

STORESEYE VIEW

ith forty-seven boxes filled with Churchill Stores

inventory and strategicaly placed throughout my

daughter Lisas motor home (the posters were in
the shower stall), we set out from Manchester, New Hamp-
shire on November 3rd at 4 PM. Our goa was a Pennsylva
nia campground five hours away where we would spend the
night before moving on to Williamsburg the next day.

From our family pool Lisa received the "organized"
gene. She is the plan-aheader who wants to know, needs to
know, and knows in advance the route, the elapsed time,
where we will stay, and so on, ad infinitum. So my only
work, packing twenty-seven boxes (the other twenty were
pre-packed ICS mugs), was done for the time being. | was
just aong for the ride.

A beautiful ride it was. Sunset across the Mass Pike
was spectacular and we arrived as planned at the camp-
ground on the Pennsylvania border at exactly 9 PM. A cold
snap was upon us but the motor home was cozy. Since | was
sharing my bunk with boxes of coffee mugs | felt buttressed
on dl sides.

Before the sun rose, we were up complaining about
the cold, but ready to go; and eight hours later, precisdy as
Lisa had forecast, we pulled up to the Williamsburg Lodge.
(A little too closdy, | might add. Our first souvenir was an
exchange of paint between the motor home's top edge and
the Lodge's metal canopy.) We were greeted with friendly
smiles, which waned somewhat as we explained that we had
"about fifty" boxes to be taken to the Tidewater Room. In a
very short time, however, they and we were ensconced in our
respective quarters. continued >»

FINEST HOUR 101/15




John Mather, Ron Helgemo, Craig and Lorraine
Horn and others had done a great deal to ease our fear of

"where-will-we-put-all-this-stuff"; the Tidewater Room was -

ample with a bank of tables for Stores items and plenty of
room for the various activities that would occur there. Our
hard-working organizers provided whatever we needed with
good humor and grace.

The next day as we were unpacking and organizing
our wares, we were delighted to have volunteers Michael Pin-
tavelle and Caroline Hartzler come on board to lend effi-
ciency to the setting-up process. We aso met a wonderful
duo from Canada, Raili and Dave Garth, who were invau-
able throughout the weekend. During very chaotic times,
when it seemed as though every one of the 250 attendees was
making a purchase, Dave and Raili were there, aways cheer-
ful, friendly and helpful. Without them Lisa and | would
have been swamped and some Conference-goers might till
be waiting for their sdes dips to be written and their mer-
chandise to be bagged.

It was hectic, it was exhausting, it was great fun and
now that the memories of fatigue have faded, were ready to
go again. Thank you Lisa, Raili and Dave and dl the other
volunteers. Thank you, Conference organizers. And thank
you, delegates and customers. Your overwhelming support
meant that we didn't have to deep with the mugs on the trip
back. And yes, we drove exactly eight hours to the same
campground in Pennsylvania where we had stayed on the
way down, then arrived home &fter exactly five hours from
the campground to New Hampshire. That Lisa will do it
every timel

Gail Greenly

Churchill Sores

FAR LEFT: Lisa, Gail and Churchill Stores. LEFT: Redcoat
Fred Lockwood, ICS UK Chancellor of the Exchequer, re-
views Colonial Redcoats on November 6th. BELOW: A
massive array of Churchilliana and memorabilia aided the
cause and kept bidders hopping and sades soaring.

TRIBUTE TO A LADY

y colleagues and | have gathered here today to ex-

tend our gratitude to you, Lady Soames, but | fed

being able to accomplish this is equaly as daunt-
ing a task for me as that of your father's during the Battle of
Britain. For it is difficult to give gratitude to those who pro-
vide us with a sense of vision, a sense of purpose. It is diffi-
cult to give gratitude to those who dtruisticaly give theit
time, efforts, and their commitment for the betterment of a
younger generation. Moreover, it is difficult merely to give
gratitude to a lady who has inspired dl of us to face the
world with a sense of optimism; to stay strong in time of
doubt; to serve when people are most deprived.

Lady Soames, your father stood at the despatch box
many times to remind the British people, and people in
every nation, that we depend on a younger generation to
build a greater world. During my days at Oxford, we would
sing about building a Jerusalem among the "dark satanic
mills." Your father, Lady Soames, gave us this hope.

Today, you are not only aliving reminder to us. Your
devotion to this organization and to its younger generation
have built a pillar which the Churchillian dream may be
built upon. We are, indeed, indebted to
you, and of course, words of gratitude
cannot possibly capture the endless con-
tributions you have made to our presence
here today. So rather than attempt to say
merely, "thank you,” alow me to say
"God bless you," for your time, your ded-
ication, your support.

Brian Sayers
For the WilliamsburgFellows >»
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A NEW FOCUS IN AN UN-NATIONAL WORLD
From The Churchill Lecture
by Ambassador Raymond Seitz

merica's
red birth as
, a world

power started with
a bang. On Sun-
day, December 7th
1941, just a day
before my firs
birthday, Japanese
arcraft flew out of
the morning sun of
the Pacific Ocean
and attacked Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii.
For a new country,
which for genera
tions had happily - H

ignored the far-flung troubles of the world, Pearl Harbor
marked a shattering of American innocence. After al, this
was a country founded on the rejection of the Old and the
value of the New. America was a new world, a planet away
from the past, where original sin was forgiven and a new
Eden bloomed.

But | think in those fifty years of global struggle that
began at Pearl Harbor and ended with the dissolution of the
Soviet Union in 1991, the country did learn alot. It learned
that while America may be different it is not unique. It
learned, | hope, that the world is as old as the human condi-
tion, and Americais much a part of it.

The American fascination with the new is nonetheless
agreat strength too—its search for answers, its willingness to
experiment, its ability to regenerate. Americans are excited
by what lies just over the next hill or just around the next
corner. But getting the balance right between the old and
the new, between the superficial and the enduring, between
the image and the redity, is still a chalenge for American
palitics. | remember when Bill Clinton was making his first
run for the presidency in 1992. His theme song was from
Flestwood Mac: "Don't Stop Thinking About Tomorrow,"
and | used to mutter to mysdf, "But don't stop thinking
about yesterday either.”

Surely this is one purpose of The Churchill Center:
not just the study of the great, jowly bulldog and his many
myth-making accomplishments, not just the rotund An-
glophiliathat sometimes rolls around in American discourse,
not just nostalgia for the glory days of wartime collabora
tion. Churchill, | suspect, would scoff at alot of that—and
adso use it to advantage. But it seems to me that the impor-
tant god of The Center must be to take the experiences and
principles of the past, which were so dynamically represented
by this supreme figure, and heave those lessons forward into

new generations. And certainly an essential lesson for Amer-
icais an old one: you can't go it aone.

If I could put apriority item on today's Anglo-Amer-
ican agenda, this would be it: afresh focus on national secu-
rity in an un-national world, and a reconciliation between
economic globalism and socia responsibility. And it is this
type of exercisg, | think, that one finds at the heart of Anglo-
American relations anyway. What | learned as Ambassador is
that today the genuine "specid relationship"—the unique
part of Anglo-American affars—redly exists outside the offi-
cid body of government intercourse and well beyond the
headlines and photo ops.

You see this in al manner of public policy, from wel-
fare reform to schoal reform, and from zero-tolerance polic-
ing to pension management. You see it in every scholarly
pursuit from archaeology to zoology, in every field of science
and research, and in every sociad movement from environ-
mentalism to feminism. You see it in financia regulation and
corporate governance and trade union interchange, and you
e it a evary point along the cultural spectrum from the
novel to the symphony and from the movies to rock 'n' roll.
You se it in the big gatistics of trade and investment, and in
the tiny dtatigtics of transatlantic tourism (6 million visitors
each way last year); or transatlantic flights (41,000 last year);
or transatlantic telephone cdls (three and a half billion min-
utes of talk last year). You seeit in the work of The Churchill
Center and Societies.

Hereis the thick, rich texture of the relationship at its
most cregtive, its most energetic, and its most durable. The

“truly specid relationship is this: the United States and the

United Kingdom influence each other's intellectual develop-
ment like no other two countries. And it is here, | suspect—
where the old truth lies—that we will discover answers about
our joint future in a changing, global world.

America and Britain share an accumulation of histor-
ica concepts given body over generations—human and civil
rights, liberty, the common law and the rule of law, forbear-
ance and equity, the manners of property, the basic freedoms,
simple dignity. We may practice these imperfectly, but dl of
them mixed up together mean that we think about things in

~asmilar fashion, and on one issue or another we are as likely

as not to arrive at pretty much the same conclusion. This is
not adways true, but it is often true, and the relationship
emerges from the natural repetition of this pattern. One
thing is sure: neither nation could possibly replicate this rda
tionship with any other country.

his past spring, my wife and | visited a house in
Tunisiawhich Churchill had used as a headquarters.
Not a month ago we saw, hanging on the wall in a
Scottish cadtle, an ail study of the great man—a study for the
famoudy evaporated Graham Sutherland portrait. You sm-
ply can't get away from him. | often pass Churchill's statue in
Parliament Square where he leans into the House of Com-
mons and scolds the MPs as they emerge, and in >»
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CHURCHILL LECTURE...

another statue | saw again just yesterday in Washington,
Churchill supervises the traffic on Massachusetts Avenue. A
bust of Churchill was recently unveiled in the city of Quebec.

And on a little pedestrian crosswak in London,
where Old Bond Street turns into New Bond Street, there—
sitting on a park bench—are the bronze figures of Churchill
and Roosevelt. Churchill is sporting a jaunty bow tie and
wearing his zippered shoes. Roosevdt is in a rumpled, dou-
ble-breasted suit and you can see the metal leg braces sticking
out beneath his trouser cuffs. They are both looking on the
decidedly paunchy side of life. Both are smiling. Churchill is
leaning towards Roosevelt to catch aword, and Roosevelt has
his left arm slung across the top of the bench. They seem to
be enjoying the day and simply shooting the breeze.

They may be talking about where matters stand and
how to handle things. They may be doing in someone's repu-
tation. Or maybe they're recollecting that day a long time
ago when they heard about Pearl Harbor and strapped their
nations together in joint purpose. And maybe they're saying
that, even if today the ocean is different, were ill in the
same boat.

A TIME TO SAY THANKS

The Editor with his most munificent conference gift, a handmade
cigar humidor, and friends Tommy Brooks, Bond Nichols, pecid
friend Barbara Langworth, Kathy Nichols and Patricia Orban.

he telephone rang October 29th: it was the British

Ambassador, Sir Christopher Meyer. | was sure he .

was caling about the upcoming Conference, but the
Ambassador had other things on his mind:
/ am delighted to confirm that Her Majesty the Queen

has been pleased to confer upon you the honorary award of Com-

mander of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire
(CBE). Theawardisinrecognition of your many yearsasPresi-

dent of the Inter national Churchill Society and Churchill Centre

and the contribution you have madethereby to Anglo-American
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understanding. It givesmeparticular pleasureto beableto give

you thisnews shortly before your val edictory conferenceas|CS
President. | expect toreceivetheinsignia of your CBE soon and
will then arrange a datefor an investiture herein Washington.

To say | was floored would understate the case consid-
erably. But writers are never long lost for words, and by No-
vember 3rd | had recovered sufficiently to write the Ambas-
sador, relying for copy on the grestest Commander the
British Empire ever had:

Your Excellency: In accepting honorary American citi-
zenship in 1963, Sr Winston wrote to President Kennedy: "In
thiscentury of stormandtragedy | contemplatewith high satis-
faction the constant factor of the interwoven and upward
progressof our peoples. Our comradeship and our brotherhoodin
war were unexampled. We stood together, and because of that
fact thefreeworld now stands." Hewould surely approve of our
mor erecent combined operationsin the pursuit of liberty.

The Churchill Center and Societiesstriveto assurethat
Churchill'sconcept of a"fraternal relationship” among the Eng-
lish-speaking Peoples survives to be considered, debated and
evolved to meet mutual requirements in the next century, as it
hasinthis. That my effortsin thisregard should cometo the at-
tention of Her Majesty, and that she should seefit to confer upon
methe honorary award of Commander of the British Empire, is
an honour which can only cause me to redouble those efforts,
and to refer again to the great man's words, when he offered

"my solemn and heartfelt thanksfor this unique distinction,
whichwill always be proudly remembered by my descendants.”

It remains to thank my friends on the Conference
Committee, and John Plumpton in particular, for the all-
too-generous Power-Point presentation "Richard's Dream"”
on Friday night, and the beautiful hand-carved cigar box
which they produced to mark my thirty years involvement
in our mutual enterprise. | am grateful beyond imaginings to
my wife Barbara, my son lan, and everyone reading these
words, for sustaining that enterprise through their faith and
contributions, spiritual and tangible, al these many yesars,
and many of them know there have been moments when it
needed sustaining. Writers may only perform if they have an
audience, and to paraphrase the Great Man, it was the
Churchillians dwelling round the globe who had the lion's
heart; | had the luck to be caled upon to give the roar.

When | was a boy | was fascinated by flags and their
symbolism. | am probably one of few who know that the Lat-
vian flag represents a warrior holding a stone bandage to his
bleeding body. | 4ill fed a thrill at the Stars and Stripes or
Union Hag or Maple Ledf, and the National Anthems we sing.
In them | see dl the forebears who gave us what we have. And,
notwithstanding the depression | fed over the decline of moral
standards, individua responsibility and politica integrity,
there is 4till Churchill's example, recdled through this enter-
prise, dways ready to inspire the young people we reach and
influence through our work. continued »>



To clear up any confusion, by "valedictory conference
as ICS President” the Ambassador does not refer to any im-
minent departures. Churchill Conference XV marked the
transition from ICS/USA to The Churchill Center. But my
colleagues have transitioned me to President of The
Churchill Center, and they themselves comprise a fine and
able Board of Governors who bring divers sills in critical

fields. Meanwhile, and aslong as | am required, | will remain
editor of Finest Hour.

Kind words are dways hard to come by. To the many
who have written and spoken so many kind words, my deep-
est thanks. | can only hope that | may continue to deserve
such confidence, and such friends.

Richard M. Langworth

Thanks for the Memories: Delegates to International Churchill Conference XV

Delegates were mailed full addresses. If you've mislaid
anyyou require, please contact the Administrator,
Churchill Center, 888-WSC-1874.

Ellen & Paul Alkon, Rolling Hills Edtates, Cdlif.
LauraBainbridge, Alexandria, Va

Paul Bainbridge, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
Dick Banks, &. Matthews, S.C.

Solveig & Randy Barber, Thornhill, Ont.
Eve & c Dick Barton, New Orleans, La
Ronad Berg, Norfolk, Va

Donald Beg, Los Angdles, Cdlif.

Carol & David Billingdey, Union, Ky.
Diane & c David Boler, Bidborough, Kent
Bevaly & Gary Bonine, Detroit, Mich.
Susn & Dan Borinsky, Lake Ridge, Va
Nancy & Stan Bowers, Howell, Mich.
Carol & C Michadl Breckenridge, Shaker Hts., Oh.
Margaret & Tommy Brooks, Sarasota, Ha
Lois Brown, Westland, Mich.

Mayo Brown, Upperville, Va

Sdly Browne, Gillingham, Kent

J. B. & Suse Burtch, Richmond, Va
Nancy Canary, Lakewood, Oh.

R. Paul Carlson, Park Ridge, 111

Bonnie & Robert Castrey, Huntington Beech, Cdif.

Al Cleghorn, Vienna, Va

Lorraine & Don Cline, Sdlisbury, N.H.
Addie Comegys, Wenham, Mass.

Carol & Jm Cotton, Ft. Bragg, Cdif.
Aline & Donald Cousens, Unionville, Ont.
Betty Cox, Seddia, Colo.

Margaret & John Cox, Mashpee, Mass.

Phil Crotty, Brighton, Mass.

Mary & Fenton Cunningham, Asheville, N.C.
Amy Cyr, Applegate, Mich.

Lorraine & Tony Czamecki, Cortlandt Manor, N.Y.
Dona & Bob Ddes, SantaFe, N.M.

Shirley & George Davis, McLean, Va

Dr. Gordon Davis, Fulton, Mo.

Ann & William Dean, Dunwoody, Ga.
Elizabeth & Kirk Emmert, Gambier, Oh.
Rosemary & David Farmer, Richmond, Va
Fred Farrow, Farmington Hills, Mich.
Martha& C Tranum Fitzpatrick, Montgomery, Ala
G. J. Fletcher, Rhode-St-Genes, Belgium
Margot & Adam Fogter, Washington, D.C.
Katherine & Harry Freer, Osoyoos, B.C.
Gilbert Frimet, Southfield, Mich.

Raili & Dave Garth, Markham, Ont.

Walt Gavenda, Annandale, Va

Tony Gilles, Knoxville, Tenn.

June Gills, Washington, D.C.

Rachd & Thomas Gladden, Washington, Pa
Alma & Tom Goldner, Clarkston, Mich.
Gail Greenly, Contoocook, N.H.

Julia & Hugh Hadley, Columbus, Oh.

Carol & Roger Hall, Manassss, Va
Kathleen & George Hasey, Norwalk, Cdlif.
Martha & Fred Hardman, Spencer, W.V.
Laura & Chris Harmon, Alexandria, Va
Dorothy & Bob Hartland, Chevy Chase, Md.
Caroline Hartzler, Burke, Va

Seve Hayward, Arlington, Va

Duval Hecht, Costa Mes, Cdlif.

Ron Helgemo, Reston, Va

Billie & J. D. Henry, Gainesville, Ha
Lorraine&C CraigHorn, Laurel, Md.

Lew House, Louisville, Colo.

Kathy &L Jeff Hutter, Cumberland, Md.

J Willis Johnson, Sen Angelo, Tex.

Patsy Rankin Jopling, Augusta, Ga.

Judy & Joe Just, Burr Ridge, 111

Dorothy & Quinn Kely, Kaamazoo, Mich.
Jll Kenddll, Portage, Mich.

Elaine Kendall, Portage, Mich.

Warren Kimball, Newark, NJ.

Tweet Kimball, Seddia, Colo.

Linda & Dick Knight, Jr., Nashville, Tenn.
Frances & Dick Knight, Sr., Nashville, Tenn.
Nigel Knocker, Meksham, Wilts.
Barbara & Richard Langworth, Hopkinton, N.H.
Susan & Philip Larson, La Grange Park, 111
Raymond Lavine, Half Moon Bay, Cdif.
Ruth Lavine, Los Angdles, Cdif.

Posey & Dick Leshy, Norwell, Mass.

Parker H. Lee |11, Lynchburg, Va

Connie & David Levering, West Lawn, Pa
Levy Armand, Norfalk, Va

Fred Lockwood, Tunbridge Wells, Kent
Molley & Richard Lowry, Sen Francisco, Cdlif.
Jennifer Mariner, Bowie, Md.

Jean & Frank Marshdl, Birmingham, Ala
John David Marshall, Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Richard & Susan Mastio, St. Joseph, Mo.
Susan & John Mather, Bowie, Md.

Alex & Stephen Mather, Bowie, Md.
Maureen McCann, W Vancouver, B.C.
Billie & John McFadden, Rocky River, Oh.
Charles McLaughlin, San Diego, Cdlif.
Jack Meeks, Jacksonville, Fla

John Mino, Gates Mills, Oh.

JlIl & Phil Mitchendl, Chevening, Kent
Janey & Patrick Moores, Lexington, Ky.
Forbes Morse,-Costa Mesa, Cdlif.

Myree & Ragnwad Muller, Thetford, Vt.
Judith & James Muller, Anchorage, Ak.
Andrew Ness, Lafayette, Caif.

Dea & Marvin Nicdly, Seaside, Cdlif.
Kathy & Bond Nichols, Long Beach, C4lif.
Charlotte & Earl Nicholson, Ddlas, Tex.
Betty & Charlie Northen, Birmingham, Ala
Sandy & Bob Odell, Lempster, N.H.

Patty & Ray Orban, Quincy, 111

Madge, Macolm & Anita Page, Augusta, Ga.
Owen Pdmer, Gillingham, Kent

Greg Pecte, Richmond, Va

Guest & Robert Pilewski, Oil City, Pa

Amy & Michad Pintavdle, Exton, Pa
Linda & Chuck Plan, Greenwood Village, Colo.
Ruth & John Plumpton, Toronto, Ont.
Patrick Powers, Worcester, Mass.

Julia & Jack Proctor, Richmond, Va

John Ramsden, London

Louise Rankin, Anderson, S.C.

Doug Reed, Pittsburgh, Pa

Hill Riddle, New Orleans, La

Richard Roberts, West PAm Beach, Fla
Betty Rogers, Bradenton, Fla

Mary Ruth Rudd, San Diego, Cdif.

Phyllis & Howard Rudff, Broomall, Pa
Yvonne & Charles Salloum, Brooklyn, N.Y.
The Hon. Cdia Sandys, Marlborough, Wilts.
Raymond G. H. Seitz, London

Sondra Shader, West PAm Beach, Fla

Carol Shankes, Louisville, Colo.

Kevin Shanley, Troy, N.Y.

Fred Sheehan, Weymouth, Mass.

Genie Sherard, Ann Arbor, Mich.

Barbara & John Sibbald, Jacksons Pt., Ont.
Jean & Brian Singleton, Badow, Derbyshire
Elizabeth & James Sndll, Hdifax, N.S.

The Lady Soames, London

Betty & Gene Soper, WdlaWalla, Wash.
Michael Sorensen, Bowie, Md.

Lisa Southwick, Pittsfield, N.H.

Chrigtiane & John Stoffer, Bloomington, 111
Jenny & Richard Sreiff, Gainesville, Fla
Les Strike, W. Vancouver, B.C.

Marcie & Bob Thedinger, St. Joseph, Mo.
Lucille & Jm Thomas, Allendale, N.J.

Tish & Jerry Thompson, Charlotte, N.C.
Kathie & John Utz, Green Lane, Pa

Laura & JeffWallin, Washington, D.C.

Brad Walters, Chapel Hill, N.C.

Spencer Warren, Annandale, Va

Leon J. Waszak, Los Angdles, Cdlif.

Anne & Eric Waxman, Setauket, N.Y.
Jeanette & Bernie Webber, Missssauga, Ont.
Awvril & Mark Weber, Tucson, Ariz.

Phyllis & Manfred Weidhorn, Fair Lawn, N.J.
Jerald Welch, Cheverly, Md.

Damon Wélls, Houston, Tex.

Virginia & Norm Wegt, Vienna, W.V.

Sarah Williams, Washington, D.C.

Julia & Matt Wills, Colorado Springs, Colo.
Sue & John Wilston, Southampton, Hampshire
Lind & Marshdl Wright, Bretenahl, Oh.
Petty & Mitt Younts, Richmond, Va

Robert Ziemer, Leawood, Kan.

Gert & Curt Zoller, Mission Vigio, Calif. &
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INTERNATIONAL CHURCHILL TOURAND CONFERENCE XVI
THE BATH CONNECTION: LONDON TO BATH MINI-TOUR, 17-22 JULY 1999
CHURCHILL CONFERENCE XVI « BATH, ENGLAND, 22-25 JULY 1999
Registration Packetswill bein the mail. To be sure of a place, register with thisinformation now'.

We have scheduled thistour to encour 4
ageasmany aspossibleto attend the!
Bath Conference. We haveplanned it with |
first-timevisitorsinmind, and havekeptit .
simpleto hold coststo aminimum. Thisis |
an attractiveoptiontotravelingto Bathon-
your own, adding enjoyabledimensionsto
the Conferenceitself. |
*Note: the tour is not available to
anyone not attending the Conference.
Price includes dl_Conference fees includ-
ing extras, but not accommodation at the
Francis Hotel, which we reserve for you.
Led by Barbara and Richard Lang-
worth and Garry Clark, hogts of eight previ-
ous Churchill Tours, you will be accom-
modated in two fine hotels en route to
Bath. As usual, you may expect those spe-
cid entreés, not available to the generd
public, that make Churchill tours unique.

Friday 16th July: .
Flying day to London. j

Saturday 17th July: .
Our hotd is the Strand Pdace (up-
graded club dass rooms) convenient to
the theatre district, and we can book play
tickets for Saturday night. A welcoming
reception and dinner will be held at 5PM. -
Retire early if jetlagged!

Sunday 18th July:

Thames River cruise to Greenwich
aboard the Havengore, which had the
honour of bearing Sr Wington's coffin up
the Thames in 1 965. Lunch and avist to
the Royd Observatory and the famous
clipper ship Cutty Sark. Dinner tonight is
on your own and we will be pleasd to di-

i SrWinston's private secretary, 1952-65.

- the restored Churchill graves at Bladon.

. Thursday 22nd July:

{ rect you to inter- |
d esting London
restaurants.

Monday 19th July:
Eally morn-
1 ing vist to the
4 Cabinet War
Rooms, Winston |
i Churchill's WW2 |
j bunker; then by
motor coach to Chartwell, which will be
closed to the public for our private enjoy-
ment. View the many improvements in-
cluding the excelent exhibit of °
Churchill's life and times and the Nemon
statue of WSC and Clementine. Dinner |
tonight a our hotel, the historic Bell at
Hurley, on alovey stretch of the Thames
where yachts, canoes and motor launches
perambulate. i

Tueday 20th July: !
By specid arrangement, a vist and |
lunch a RAF Uxbridge: the "the hole in
the ground" where, on 17 September
1940, Churchill saw dl aircreft doft a |
the height of the Battle of Britain, a mili-
tary museum not open to the public. Af-
ternoon in Windsor with its famous ces-
tle. At dinner tonight, Anthony Mon-
tague Browne will relate his experience as i

Wednesday 21 & July: i
To Woodstock, Blenheim Pdace and |

Our route takes us through the Cotswolds, -
the traditiond heart of England, with their .
golden villages and beautiful countryside.

Departing the Bdl, we vist the "con-
noisseur's stone circles' a Avebury and |
the "tourist's verdon" a Stonehenge, ar-
riving a the 1728 Francis Hotdl by tea
time. Rates. single rooms £90 ($150), :
doubles or twins £120 ($200). From the
Francis, it is an essy wak to the confer-
ence and center of Bath, a city we con-
Sder the most beautiful in England.

THE BATH CONNECTION (Speaker: Anthony Montague Browne, CBE, DFC)

Sunday 25th July:
The Tour includes your return to
central London after the conference ends.

HOW TO REGISTER FOR
THE TOUR (Incduding Conference)

Cog for the Bath Mini-Tour, includ-

! ing full Conference registrations, dinners

and optional extras (but not accommoda:
tion in Bath on July 22nd-25th) is $1995

 per person (dngle occupancy surcharge

$400). This includes, on July 17-21¢, Al
hotel accommodation, transportation,

. gratuities, entry fees, full English bresk-

fags, four dinners, four lunches, expertise
of the tour hosts, locd guides and spesk-
ers, a welcome packet, tour bulletins,
reading lists and maps, and return trans-
port to London &fter the tour ends at
mid-day July 25th.

Persond checks to Specidist Tours,

' P.O. Box 385, Contoocook, NH 03229.

A deposit of $500 is due upon registering

" and is returnable in full if you cancd be-

fore 31 March 1999.

Not included are: dinner July 18th,
any lunches when the group is not to-
gether, beverage hills (excluding wine
served at dinners), room and valet service,
passport fees any expenses we incur in

* making individua arrangements, and
. other items not spedificadly included. Air-

fare to London and airport transfers are
adso not included. Members find this

¢ preferable, enabling them to make their

own arrangements from any departure lo-

. caion. The tour resarves the right to
+ make adjustments in the itinerary.

Churchill Tours dways book up

rapidly and sl out fast—especidly when
; they are connected to a Churchill Confer-

ence. We have a limit of 45, so we advise
you to book early. To reserve places or for
information contact the Churchill Center
NH offices Telephone Barbara Lang-

- worth toll free on weekdays (888) 454-

2275, fax (603) 746-4260.
F.mal: b_langworth@conknet.com >>>
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INTERNATIONAL CHURCHILL CONFERENCE XVI
Soeakers. Mgor Genera Arthur Denaro, Lord Deedes, Robert Hardy CBE,
Sr Henry Beverley, William Tyler and Officers of The Churchill Center

Jhe International Churchill Society of
he UK invitesyou to attend the 16th
International Churchill Conference in the
World Heritage site and beautiful City of
Bath. The Conference Centreisthehistoric
Guildhall in the centre of Bath, where The
Right Honourable Winston Spencer
Churchill, OM, CH, MP, as he was then,
lunched on the 20th offuly 1950.

Registration Packets will be posted to
members shortly. The fees are modest, of-
fering a great deal for the money.

Thursday 22 July:

Afternoon: registration at the Guild-

hall, Bath, the Conference Centre. Intro-
duction to the conference. Evening: May-
ora reception, Roman Baths, followed by
gda Dinner Dance in the Pump Room

Friday 23 July:

Morning Lectures: Major General
Arthur Denaro, Commandant, Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst:
"Churchill's Emerging Leadership at the
Royal Military College and in the 4th
Hussars." Lord Deedes: "The Impact of
Churchill as a War Correspondent.” Af-
ternoon is free for your personal enjoy-
ment of Bath. A guided tour is available.

Evening: Robert Hardy declaims
Churchill's first political speech, made on

26 July 1897 at Claverton Manor, site of

the American Museum. This event on the
very site includes a reception with drinks
and canapes and a walk round the mu-
seum if desired.

Saturday 24 July:

Morning: Richard Langworth, Presi-
dent, Churchill Centre, describes the
work and progress of the Centre to date.
Sr Henry Beverley, Director General of
the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust,
describes its work as "a living Tribute to
Sir Winston Churchill." Churchill's Lead-
ership in South Africa to be discussed by
a leading Parliamentarian. Afternoon:

The annual book discussion by promi-

nent historians, this year's title being lon-
don to ladysmith via Pretoria.

Evening: A cruise on the Kennet and :

Avon Canal, including supper, on board
the narrowboat, Pride of Bath.

Robert Hardy, CBE

Sunday 25 July: :
Morning: William Tyler's address: :
"An Enduring Model of Leadership.”
James Muller introduces the 2000 Alaska
Conference. Conference ends by noon.

HOW TO REGISTER

FOR THE CONFERENCE ONLY

(For Conferenceand Tour, seeopposite. The
following fees may be adjusted before the *
registration packisissued.)

* Mager Registration Fee for al four i
days of the Conference is £180 (US$306)
per person, including al Conference
events and lunch on July 23rd, 24th and
25th. A single day Registration Feeisdso i
available for the second and third days at -
£66 (US $112.)

» Optional Extras The following events
are individually optional at a total cost of
£97 (US$165.): |
Thursday: Roman Baths Reception :
£7 (US$12) ‘
Thursday Dinner-Dance at the '
Pump Room £44 (US$75)
Friday: Bath Guided Tour £3 (US$5)
Friday: Robert Hardy at American
Museum, drinks, canapés £20 (US$34)
Saturday: Kennet & Avon Dinner
Cruise on Pride of Bath £23 (US$39)

e Total cost per person for Master Regis- -

I tration including all optional extras is :

only £277 (US$471). Accommodation
extra (see below). Your persona chequein
US or Canadian dollars is dl that is
needed to register—no complicated cur-
rency exchange. Make payable to "ICS"
and airmail to ICS, PO Box 1257, Melk-
sham, Wilts. SN12 6GQ, England.

* REGISTER SOON! Registration
forms will be in the mail shortly, but you
have enough here to register now. Any
questions? Please contact the Chairman,
Nigel Knocker, at the above address, or by
Email to nigel @icsuksaf.demon.co or by
telephone; from North America did
01144-1380-868609. In UK did
(01380) 868609.

BOOKING ACCOMMODATION

You ae responsible for your own
hotel arrangements unless you are coming
with the Tour Party. (In that case the tour
will book your Bath accommodation at
the Francis Hotel, but you will register
and check out individualy.) If you are
not coming on the Tour Party, you must
make your reservation individually at one
of several hotels which are holding rooms
for delegates. You will receive alist by re-
turn when you register, or in the forth-
coming registration pack.

Excellent rates are available in awide
range of hotels and guest houses. Since
the Conference Centre is the Guildhall,
delegates have the opportunity of staying
in accommodation of their choice. Hotel
prices range from £208 (US$353) for a
double room at the handsome Bath Spa,
to £54 (US$93) at the conveniently
placed Parade Park. Costs at the Stakis,
aongside the River Avon, are in the re-
gion of £115 (US$195). Guest houses,
inns and farmhouse prices start from £28
(US$47) for a double room and run to a
typical average price of £46 (US$78). Ac-
commodation in Bath is at a premium in
July s0 you are recommended to book as
early as you can. For a list of modestly
priced Bed & Breskfast accommodations,
please contact the Tourist Information
Centre. From North Americadial 01144-
1225-477101. In UK dia (01225)
477101. M>
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“The First Time

| WSC'J...”

Our members got to talking

one day about what attracted
them to Sr Winston Churchill.
The comments proved fascinating.

ne of the most inter esting exchanges of 1998 on our

O Internet Forum (Listserv Winston) was a charming
commentary fromyoung and youngish memberson

what attracted them to Winston Churchill. Most were not old

enough to remember World War |1, sotheorigin of their aware- |
nessisdiverseand interesting. Sncethese accountshad a huge
response, wewill gladly publish moreof them, whatever theage
of the respondent, who may contact us by mail or email. -Editor |

Graham Taylor, Toronto (age 18):

My first taste of Churchill, five years ago, was his His-
tory of the English-Speaking Peoples. Of course | must have
had some interest in British history to begin with, but those
four volumes did much to expand my interests, as well as
my knowledge.

Rab Curry, via Internet:

My first memory of him was during 1967-68 when
my father had a year's sabbatical at Cambridge. | recal that
on a tour of Blenheim | saw young Winston's collection of
toy soldiers. For a boy of 9 or 10 there seemed to be case
after case filled with them. After that, most of my allowance
was spent buying Britains model knights and soldiers. | till
have a set of Guards with sentry boxes in a box.

Walt Linne, Indianapoalis, Indiana:

| was hooked as soon as | could read (circa 1948). My
father was killed in action during World War Il at Germer-
sheim-on-the-Rhine...I grew up reading WW2 history and
novels, specifically aviation, though my Dad was a Tanker. |
read Churchill's name everywhere, and have continued my
fascination to this day.

Charlie Montgomery, Monroeville, Alabama:

My father was a Napoleon buff, so as a boy | was too.
But in college during the early sixties, | found a copy of The
Gathering Sorm. | think anyone who lived the Cold War
knows how one fdt upon reading TGS, | can till remember
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thinking, "How can we be making the same mistakes again?
Churchill has already told us to be aware, and what has to be
done." | never went back to Napoleon. WSC became my
hero. Besides that, my birthday is 30 November. What
choice did | have?

Greg Smith, Phoenix:

Born in 1937, | grew up during WW2, with my fa
ther in the Navy. As a math mgjor | had little exposure to
history even though | attended a libera arts college. | read
Shirer's Rise and Fall of the Third Reich the year it was pub-
lished, which began a lifedlong fascination with history, and
Churchill in particular. In 1962 my mother, knowing of my
interest, gave me a first edition of Marlborough, Val. 2 that
she found in a Chicago book store, and | began collecting
Churchill's works. | invited a lady friend over yesterday
evening to split a bottle of Pol Roger and watch the video
"Young Winston." | hope the thought counted. She liked
the Champagne.

Dr. Thomas J. Brueckner, via Internet:

| was alittle kid, riding home on a Saturday morning
from the YMCA in our station wagon, with my big brother
and my dad driving. We heard about Churchill's death on
the car radio. | remember it was snowing that day, the first
time | heard about Winston Churchill.

Michad Olesen, St. Paul, Minnesota:
My first recollection of a historical event was dso the
Churchill funeral. | was seven at the time, but | >
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remember a distinct sense of sadness and gratitude, and that
something more than a life was ending. | remember so well
the black and white image of the cranes aong the Thames
being lowered as the launch Havengore carrying his body
passed. Of dl the events | have since watched, his funerd is
till the most vivid.

Sally Browne, Chatham, England:

The funera aso brought my husband, Owen Palmer,
and me to Churchill, for we are restoring Havengore. [See
Finest Hour 97 -Ed.] The physica restoration is extremely
demanding and thankfully | have often had the more inter-
esting task of researching the vessdl. | have immersed myself
in the archives at Churchill College, the Port of London Au-
thority, the Museum of London and national newspapers. |
had the pleasure of interviewing the warrant officer and the
commander of the Grenadier Guards, the bearer party from
the Palace of Westminster to Waterloo Station; and listening
to the personal memories of the 1965 skipper and crew. Re-
liance on secondary sources has not reduced the impact of
Churchill's passing; the sadness, loss and gratitude; the con-
templation and wonder of what the future held without him.

Richard Dixon, Missoula, Montana:

My first experience was when a friend gave me a copy
of My Early Life. Since then | have bought every book by
Churchill that | can find (and afford). I've aways been a
reader rather than a collector, so my collection is a mixture of
paperbacks to some fine first editions, dl of them read at
least once. | dways buy used copies of My Early Life to give
to young people (and some old ones for that matter) to get
them started reading Churchill. | recently gave a speech on
Churchill and gave out three copies to felows who are 15 to
20 years my senior (I'm 55). Think | may have hooked one
and hopefully CC membership is next. | need someone to
raise a toddy with on November 30th.

Ron Cohen, Ottawa, Ontario:

In London, aged 21, the huge media fuss drew me to
Kensington Gardens across from the cordoned-off entry to
Hyde Park Gate. The curious and concerned from around
the world (judging by dress, appearance, language) had gath-
ered there as Sir Winston's life gradually ebbed. Later | mar-
velled at the queues waiting to attend the lying-in-state. On
the morning of the funeral, | stood in crowds outside West-
minster Hall waiting for the catafalque to proceed up White-
hall toward St. Paul's. What struck me at the time was the
huge popular outpouring of love and reverence, the symbolic
acknowledgments of state and private enterprises and au-
thority (including the silencing of Big Ben, the attendance
by the Royd Family, the dipping of the Thames cranes) and
the recognition by world leaders and the media. (The Econo-
mist said, in roughly the following terms: "We will boast to
our grandchildren that we lived when Churchill was dive.")
When | returned to Canada, | joined the Book-of-the-

Month Club, purchased The Second World War, then the His-
tory of the English-Speaking Peoples, read Ralph Martin's Jen-
nie, and then first redlized (to my great surprise) that Sr
Winston's writings antedated 1948. | started collecting
Churchill's writings at age 26, heard about ICS, and was
hooked. As evidence of the dangerous psychological condi-
tion which may result, | am now fifteen years into the prepa-
ration of my Bibliography of the Published Writings of Sir
Winston Churchill.

Robert A. Gazzola (via I nter net):

My first and most memorable experience was aso at
Hyde Park Gate prior to his death. About a dozen people
stood across from his home for ten or fifteen minutes of
silent homage, then were replaced by others. There was d-
ways a small group present. The scene was simple and volun-
tary. No one organized it. No one invited people to attend. A
lone guard in civilian dress stood before his door. No one
spoke and dl showed a marked respect and reverence. This
made quite an impression upon me and has never left my
memory.

Rafal Heydel-Mankoo, Ottawa, Ontario (age 23):

| was 11, and my family deserves full credit for fu-
elling my interest. During the Second World War my great-
uncle was A.D.C. to the President of Poland [See
"Glimpses," page 25. -Ed.] Based in London, he naturally
met Churchill on many occasions. My family was dso very
friendly with Count Edward Raczynski, Polish ambassador
to London and later President of the government-in-exile.
Being so close to these two men and hearing them speak so
highly of Churchill was without doubt the single greatest
factor encouraging me to delve deeper into his life.

Brandon R. Sanders, Ft. Worth, Texas (age 29):

Being so much older than Rafd, | fdl just under the
age 30 barrier. At age 14, | engaged upon the happy task of
reading a biography of every United States President, starting
with Reagan and working back. | kept noticing these great
men quoting someone named Winston Churchill. They
seemed to quote him or discuss meeting him with such rev-
erence that | began to wonder who exactly this person could
be. Pausing my reading at Kennedy, | started the Randolph
Churchill/Martin Gilbert biography of Winston Churchill. |
was amazed. This man had lived a thousand "crowded
hours." | couldn't help but think that if we consider just one
great event from his life and nothing ese, his place in history
would be secure. But here he was, year after year, doing these
amazing things. Thus at the ripe old age of 29,1 till find out
new things about him. | read and re-read all | can. "Hero" is
a term thrown loosdly in this day and age, but anyone who
knows his story, and has faith in high ideas can cal him
that. When nature removes so great a man, people explore
the horizons for a successor. But none comes and none will,
for his class is extinguished with him. continued >»
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THE FIRST TIME | WSC'D...

Andrew Rogers, Seattle (age 30):

What attracted me was looking through my father's
book club edition of The Second World War, when | wasin €-
ementary school in the late 1970s or early 1980s. Dad was a
career Navy officer, and we had lived (and would soon live
again) in Hawaii; so | was very interested in the attack on
Pearl Harbor. Expecting Churchill's book would be a con-
ventional history of World War |1, | was surprised to read
how little attention he paid to the details of the attack, as op-
posed to his personal reaction and how well he dept that
night. 1 remember wondering whether dl sx volumes were
as focused on the author as the Pearl Harbor episode was,
and that anyone who could fill so many pages with personal
recollections and first-person narrative must have led a pretty
interesting life. Or have a pretty huge ego. Or both. | read a
lot more by and about Sir Winston in high school and col-
lege, and in college | started to collect his books, and really
began to develop a more rounded picture of the Great Man.

Marc David Miller, New York City:

Like severd others, | was fascinated by Napoleon at
the age of 15. After learning what | could about Napoleon, |
drifted eight decades on to Churchill. | bought many books
about and by Churchill, watched "Young Winston," "The
Wilderness Years' and "The First Churchills." Twenty years
later (January 1998) | saw the Cabinet War Rooms, and |
hope to see Chartwell and Blenheim in the future.

Joseph Sramek, Binghamton, N.Y.:

| am 22 now but have been a Churchillian since the
sixth grade. My class was assigned a project: research and im-
personate afamous person! | obtained afrock coat, Homburg
hat, cane and cigar. Doing it correctly for my teacher, who
was old enough to be of the WW2 generation, required a lot
of research. | don't exactly know why | chose Churchill, but
it might have something to do with family discussions. Early
on, | was aware of Hitler, Stalin, and the vaiant man who re-
sisted them and (singlehandedly in my family's eyes) "saved"
civilization. My grandmother, now 75, told me she cried
when Churchill died. She gave me newspaper clippings to
help me and | was hooked to the study of history. Churchill
continues to remain prominent as | pursue a PhD program
in European History. While many historians dismiss or
doubt the Carlylean and Macaulayite notion of "the Great
Man in history," there is one leading candidate. His major

contribution, aside from saving the free world in 1940, isas .

one of the best historians of the century, for Marlborough has
consistently been cited among the best biographical works.

Richard H. Knight, Jr., Nashville, Tenn.:

My parents bought a Time-Life photo history of
World War 1l in the late Forties. The text was actually an
abridgement of the early volumes of Churchill's war mem-

oirs. Wdl thumbed, this book served us well over the
decades, often flattening stamps we had soaked from covers,
when it was not propping open doors. In the mid-Fifties,
when Movietone Newsreds began running pieces on
Churchill's birthday, | knew how old he was. Sir Winston
seemed to have a birthday about every three months. One
day in 1958 | asked my Dad (a career Naval Person) for his
opinion on the Man of the Century. He replied, "Winston
Churchill." It made perfectly good sense to me. Dad il
holds to this view. So does Junior.

Clarence Martin, via Internet:

| was born in New Orleans in 1930. My father re-
quired that every Saturday morning | copy, by hand, an arti-
cle from one of the magazines to which we subscribed and
explain to him its significance. The bad part was that he
picked out the article. The good part was that if | "passed” |
received 15 cents. As early as 1938 the articles | was assigned
were largely about the coming of war, and Churchill. During
my reward sessions at the movies during the war, Pathe News
would light up the giant screen with a bigger-than-life Win-
ston Churchill, walking through the burning ruins of Lon-
don. | fdt he was someone | knew—not as exciting as Flash
Gordon, but red. | found mysef following his exploits. |
need not explain to this group where it went from there.

Melchior de Wdlff, Rotterdam, Holland:

It was my grandmother whom | recall as the first per-
son to speak to me about Churchill. 1t must have been dur-
ing a visit to Amsterdam, she being about 66 years old, |
being about nine. | remember distinctly her voice, in Dutch:
"Listen: if he [WSC] wouldn't have been there, you wouldn't
have been there." A second recollection is that severa mem-
bers of my family pronounced WSC's name as. "Sorzdl."

Ricardo Munro, Arvin, Calif.:

| was born in 1955 just after Sir Winston retired.
Both my grandfather and father had strong memories. | re-
member my grandfather telling me that Churchill had been
aLibera in Dundee, highly respected by the Scots. Although
my grandfather had Labour Party sympathies as a young
man, like many Scots he had great respect for Churchill's
courage and integrity. During the 1930s, after he emigrated
to America, he broke with friends from the Red Clydeside,
many of whom were pro-Communist. Incredible as it may
seem both left- and right-wing Americans supported the
Russo-German pact in 1939. Although my father and grand-
father became naturalized American citizens in 1936, they
remained staunchly pro-British. Hearing Churchill on the
radio (and later Edward R. Murrow) was inspirational. Peo-
ple in my family il talk about it. My father carried with
him a copy of Blood, Sweat, and Tears throughout the war.
My grandfather gave me an LP of Churchill's speeches which
we heard together many times. | gill have the book, with a
1941 June rose pressed in, and the record. $
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