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Cover: "Churchill and Eisenhower at Gettysburg,"
an oil painting by Charlotte Thibault, commis-
sioned for Finest Hour by Craig Horn.
Eisenhower took Churchill on a tour of the
grounds around his farm at Gettysburg in May
1959. Charlotte's conjectural painting (shown in
full on centerspread) asks us to imagine

what may have passed through Churchill's mind
on his visit to theground he hallowed. And by the
way, doyou suppose the Great Man might have
recalled his 1931 essay, and wondered what might
have happened in the world if Lee had won?
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VTVE LA FRANCE

A coda to your story of the Churchill statue
unveiling in Paris last November 1 Ith (FH101):
a Free French Navy friend sent me some French
clippings. Praise of Churchill was the theme,
one article splashing in bold black type WE
SHALL NEVER SURRENDER and celebrating the
"ineluctable Franco-British solidarity." A col-
umn by a Gaullist, Philippe Seguin, emphasised
de Gaulle's stormy relationship with Churchill,
but went on to state: that whatever their differ-
ences, both were united in the firm belief that
only by the utter defeat of Nazi Germany could
France arise again. Seguin's column ended with a
sentence which may be fredy translated: "So
now Churchill is at home in Paris where he be-
longs, for to him we owe our liberty."

DEREK LUKIN JOHNSTON, VANCOUVER, B.C.

BELVOIR CASTLE

The item on the 21st Lancers in FH 99
(page 13), while beginning correctly, became a
little confused half-way through. For the record,
in 1922 the 21st Lancers were amalgamated
with the 17th, taking the name 17th/21st
Lancers (not Queen's Roya Lancers); on the
same day the 16th Lancers were merged with
the 5th, adopting the title 16th/5th Lancers.
Both these, together with the other surviving
cavary regiments, would ultimately join units of
the new Roya Tank Regiment in forming the
Royd Armoured Corps. Reductions in the sze
of the latter in 1993 led to the amalgamation of
the 16th/5th with the 17rli/21st, which then
gained the title, The Queen's Roya Lancers. In-
cidentally, the 21st Lancers were sometimes re-
ferred to as the Twenty Worst Dancers...

PAUL COURTENAY, QUARLEY, ANDOVER, HANTS.

OPINION TRANSFORMED

Finally you have run an interesting feature
explaining "firgt interests' in Churchill ("The
First Time | WSC'd," FH 101). When | was 13
or so | was a great admirer of Genera George
Patton, considering Churchill an amateur strate-
gist who didn't stay out of the business of "real"
generals. In the Army | obtained The Second
World War and was transformed.What he said
was in such absolute accord with dl that | had
come to think about the events leading up to
World War 11, so well written and compelling,
that | had to reconsider my uneducated views.
Since then, my respect for his achievements
places Churchill at the top of my short list of
most admired people. It was very interesting to
read how others discovered this profoundly wise
man whose conviction and sense of goodwill
and humanity stand as a model to anyone who
aspires to leave the world a better place.

DESPATCH BOX

TIM ATCHISON, FOREST PARK, ILL.
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"VILEAND UTTER FOLLY"

A correspondent writes; 'From boyhood,
Churchill wasfascinated by war (a sentiment heex-
pressed to hiswifein the early years of their mar-
ri*ge)> and it was always hisambition to becomean
important war leader. Furthermore, it seemssafeto
say that when he achieved that goal, he made no
particular effort to play down hissatisfaction.”

Editor's response: There are issues here
which deserve consideration. There is no doubt
that Churchill gloried in being Premier in
WW?2, even as he was depressed over lacking
supreme authority in WW1. But there are dso
numerous examples of his lamenting that WW?2
had ever been thrust upon the world—and his
biographer's view (see FH 101, p. 9) that he was
"distressed that the accidents of history gave him
his greatest power at atime when everything had
to be focused on defending the country..." So
"fascinated by war" is not a charge that sticks.

Finest Hour 73 reviewed John Pearson's
Citadel of the Heart: Winston and the Churchill
Dynasty (London: Macmillan), aka The Private
Lives of Winston Churchill (NY: Simon & Schus-
ter) and The Churchills (Toronto: Penguin), all
published in 1991. Our review drew the follow-
ing letter, published in Finest Hour 7A, p. 39:

"In his book so ably reviewed in FH, John
Pearson has a devastating quotation under a
photo of Churchill and his wife on Armistice
Day 1923. According to the caption, Churchill
told hiswife: 'War attracts me and fascinates my
mind with its tremendous situations.'

"Were this quotation accurate, we would
have to revise the general view of Winston
Churchill as a man of humane values. In fact,
what Churchill wrote was the opposite of what
Pearson attributes to him. The sentence actually
reads. 'Much as war attracts me and fascinates
my mind with its tremendous situations, | fed
more deeply every year, and can measure the
fedling here in the midst of arms, what vile and
utter folly and barbarism it al is' [Gilbert:
Churchill: A Life, p. 208]

"The fact that Churchill wrote these words,
not in 1923 but before the First World War,
makes them dl the more remarkable, even pre-
scient. It would make Pearson's version even
more reprehensible if they were from the post-
war years of his photograph. By censoring
Churchill's actual words, Pearson has hidden
Churchill's very red concern about the nature of
modern war. How then can one trust any of his
savage onslaughts on Churchill's character, and
on that of his children."

That such a powerful statement could be
issued by Sir Martin, usudly the mildest of men
and the most reticent to criticize, spesks vol-
umes of the author, the caption and the implica-
tion in question. g



DATELINES

QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"The whole history of the world is summed up in thefact that when nations are strong

they are not alwaysjust, and when they wish to be just they are often no longer strong__

Let us have this blessed union of power and justice. "

WSC, 1936, quoted by Spencer Warren in Churchilf's "Iron Curtain" Speech, to be publisbed in November by the University of Missouri Press

THE FIRSTWAR ROOMS

LONDON, MARH 24TH—Mad think the
Cabinet War Rooms at Clive Steps were
where Churchill's Cabinet met through-
out the Blitz—but until late 1940 they
met at Down Street Underground Sta
tion, on the Piccadilly Line between
Hyde Park Corner and Green Park. Built
in 1907 and shut in 1932, Down Street
was reactivated by the Railway Executive
Committee in 1938, and trains began
stopping there again to ferry top brass
safdy under the streets of London.
Churchill, who nicknamed Down Street
"the bunker," dept very well there, enjoy-
ing the good food and wine stockpiled by
the raillways catering companies before
rationing. It's not easy to spot the tiny
platform between Hyde Park Corner and
Green Park, but you can vist it from the
comfort of your computer by logging
onto the London Transport Museum's
website: www.ltmuseum.co.uk.

TIME PERSON OF THE CENTURY
NEW YORK, JUNE 0TH— Last issue in this
space we outlined Time's requirements for
nomination letters for the "Person of the
Century": 180 words, five or sx sen-
tences. Today the editor sent his along,
180 words exactly:

"In January 1950, Time named Win-
ston Churchill 'Man of the Half-Cen-
tury,' saying 'he launched the lifeboats
that saved liberty in its gravest hour. Time
cited Churchill's unmatched career: fifty
years of international prominence—four
times that of Franklin Roosevelt, twice
that of any other leader; the only states-
man to hold high office in the two great-
est cataclysms of this century; the only
one to write of his experiences in words

"The Bunker" today: the sealed street entrance
of Down Street Underground Station.

that will live as long as words are read.

"Since presumably Time will not re-
visit its decision for 1901-1950, the ques-
tion is who since 1950 has eclipsed
Churchill's accomplishments? Consider-
ing that after 1950, Churchill was elected
Prime Minister, promoted peace through
preparedness, published eight further vol-
umes of history, won the Nobel Prize for
Literature, and became the most-quoted
statesman who ever lived, his record is al
the more astonishing. Still, as he himself
wrote, 'nothing surpasses 1940." It is be-
yond imagining what our world would be
like today if Winston Churchill had not
been Britain's Prime Minister at that mo-
ment: the pivotal time for the 20th cen-
tury.

Do not repeat our exact words, but
by adl means send your own 180 words to
Time. The address is: Person of the Cen-
tury, TimeMagazine Letters, Time & Life
Building, Rockefeller Center, New York
NY 10020, or e-mail |etters@time.com.

"NEVER DESPAIR"
LONDON, MAY I7TH— William Rees-Mogg
writes in The Times: In April 1955 | had
die memorable good fortune as a young
lobby correspondent to hear Winston
Churchill's last great speech to the House
of Commons. He gave his assessment of
how to secure the surviva of mankind in
the new age of the hydrogen bomb. His
closing words were: "The day may dawn
when fair play, love for one's fellow men,
respect for justice and freedom, will en-
able tormented generations to march
continued overleaf...
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"Never Despair," continued

forth triumphant from the hideous epoch
in which we have to dwell. Meanwhile,
never flinch, never weary, never despair.”
-Alexander Justice

DESPAIR ANYWAY....

LONDON, MARCH 2TH—Sr Winston
Churchill, Boadicea and Henry VIII
could be among British figures banished
from history as part of a"dumbing down"
of the subject, reports the Daily Mail.
Drafts for the new National Curriculum
circulated in March contained amost no
requirements for children aged 7-14 to be
taught about important people, dates and
facts. Instead, teachers are urged to con-
centrate on "higtoricd skills' and the be-
liefs of people from "various socid, cul-
tural, ethnic and religious perspectives.”

Chris McGovern, director of the
History Curriculum Association, who
fought to keep such figures as Churchill
in the origind curriculum five years ago,
sad the changes would erase "the land-
marks of British history." The Mail adds:
"Pupils currently learn about the two
World Wars and are offered the chance to
study figures such as Churchill, Hitler
and Stdin in depth. But the new curricu-
lum makes only the Nazi Holocaust a
compulsory subject. It is otherwise left to
teachers to give 'consideration’ to 'the
causss and consequences of the world
wars. Churchill is not even mentioned.”

McGovern continues. "It is a disas-
ter. The hirthright has disappeared for
children to learn about their nation-
hood.... A lot of teachers dso fed a huge
sense of guilt about Britain's past which
they s as imperialistic and concerned
only with white males." He suggested the
reforms were intended to undermine
sense of British identity, making it essier
to submerge the country into a European
superstate: "'If you want to see the United
Kingdom as part of a federd European
state then history gets in the way."

The draft curriculum wes to have
been sent to Education Secretary David
Blunkett in May and put out to consulta
tion over the summer. British readers may
wish to query their MPs on the current
state of these proposals.

Simultaneoudy, the Tel egraph advised
that Earl Spencer's speech at the funerd

of Princess Diana has entered British sec-
ondary school textbooks "as one of the
great examples of the effective uses of
English."

BUT NOT JUST YET...

TORONTO, JUNE 2ND—Members might like
to know that we receive 60,000 to 70,000
visits per week on The Churchill Center
and Societies website. That's not numbers
of people, because some people make
many requests while surfing from page to
page. Our busiest week was the week of
the launching of USS Winston S
Churchill when we received 73,054 visits.
But our busiest days were May 25th and
May 26th when we received 17,886 and
16,660 respectively. Interestingly, it fdl
off to 3,730 per day by the end of that
week, coinciding with the deadline for
find exams and term-papers. The cause of
educating young people about Churchill
is not altogether lost.

-John Plumpton

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL

EDINBURGH, MAY 10TH—During the war a
Scottish cleaning woman and mother of
sgx named Helen Duncan was tried for
witcheraft for holding seances invoking
such ghosts as Sr Arthur Conan Doyle.
Churchill angrily defended her in a letter
to Home Secretary Herbert Morrison,
cdling the trial "obsolete tomfoolery."
Mrs. Duncan was hounded for the rest of
her life. She died five weeks after police
burst into a seence while she was in trance
and tried to saze the ghostly apparaitions.
Now aweb-based campaign for a posthu-
mous pardon has begun, with support
from British televison producers, MPs
and spiritualists. The web address is
http://members. tripod, com/*helendun-
can/.

LONDON REMEMBERS

LONDON, MAY 6TH—IN WAR, RESOLUTION;
IN DEFEAT, DEFIANCE; IN VICTORY, MAG-
NANIMITY; IN PEACE, GOODWILL. Those
famous words are now inscribed on a
memorial in St. Paul's Cathedra to the
30,000 London civilians who died from
enemy bombing in World War 11. Also
engraved on the Irish limestone monu-
ment are the words, "Remember before
God the People of London 1939-1945."

| finishing touches on ihe
memorial dedicated [>y the
Wt (Quecen Mother (Ieft).

It was the Queen Mother who
launched the memorial fund with a gen-
erous donation. She of course lived
through the Blitz and made many vists
to the sites of the worst bombings. She
achieved a specid place in Londoners
hearts with her remark after the bombing
of Buckingham Pdace: "I'm glad weve
been bombed. It makes mefed | can look
the East End in the face" The Evening
Sandard, which promoted the fund, re-
ceved donations ranging from a few
pence to hundreds of pounds, often in
memory of one who had died in the Blitz
or the VI and V2 attacks that followed.

BERLIN REMEMBERS

BERUN, MARCH 6TH—Some Germans are
protesting the naming of an Army Ba-
racks after Churchill, mainly on the good
old grounds of the bombing of Dresden
(which everyone forgets was a military
target). German Defence Minister Rudolf
Scharping hedged by saying the Barracks
would be in recognition of Churchill's
contribution to European unity. But Peter
Boenisch in the newspaper Bild replied,
"One can imagine a Churchill library, a
youth foundation or exhibition, but a
Churchill Barracks would not be over-
coming the past." Meanwhile, Cultural
Minister Michael Naumann has attacked
Britain's obsesson with World War 11,
saying the UK is ill "mesmerized by the
Nazis....There is only one nation in the

FINEST HOUR 18/ 6
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world that has decided to make the Sec-
ond World War a spiritual core of its na-
tional pride."

VISCOUNT ECCLES, 1904-1999
LONDON, AFRL 24TH—As education minis-
ter under Churchill, Eden and Macmil-
lan, David Eccles was widely respected for
his brilliant mind and his ability to win
battles in Cabinet. But he had one dread-
ful flaw, said The Guardian: his "apoca
lyptic smugness.” In Parliament after the
war he made himself unpopular with
"Rab" Butler by claiming the "intellectual
leadership" of the Tory Party. He master-
minded arrangements for the 1953 Coro-
nation, but caused embarrassment by de-
scribing the Queen as his "perfect leading
lady." Eccless most famous act of self-im-
molation took place in July 1962, during
Macmillan's "Night of the Long Knives."
Unlike others involved, Eccles was offered
another post. "It's the Exchequer or noth-
ing," he replied—and was promptly given
nothing. - The Week

LOCAL & NATIONAL
New England

NEWPORT, RI., NOVEMBER—AnN intense and
learned group led by two Naval War Col-
lege professors spent 2 1/2 days in deep
discussions of Winston Churchill's writ-
ings and speeches at a seminar sponsored
by the Liberty Fund of Indianapolis. Was
Churchill a Christian? What are the es-
sential components of "Western Civiliza-
tion" which he is said to have saved? Was
he optimistic about human progress or
made melancholy by war? Why did this
giff critic of sociaism and bureaucracy
aso take pride in having created the ac-
coutrements of the modern welfare state?
Was 1930s appeasement caused by
Franco-British memories of the Great
War, or the pacifism endemic to democ-
racies? How far did Churchill redlly want
United Europe to go? What elements ex-
plain his greatness—moral vision, politi-
ca judgment, courage, rhetoric?
Hindsight is not 20/20 so there was
no shortage of controversy. Tulsa Univer-
sity historian Paul Rahe spoke eloquently
for Churchill's vision of the nobility of
palitics; others, including a Cato Institute

_ THE CHURCHILL CALENDAR
AII postlngs Welcome OWI ng to our quarterly schedule, we need copy at least three months i in advance.
1999 :
3 September "Church|II and the Second World War" panel/dlnner N
' Amerrcan Politicial Science Conference Atlanta, Ga.
24- 26 September Theme Conference, "Churchill & Elsenhower at Gettysburg,"
-26-28th:. Churchrll Center Board of Governors Meetl ng, Gettysburg, _Penna '
18 October Publlcatlon of Churchrll War PapersS "The Ever V\Adenrng War, 1941"
-.2000 - .
1447 September Seventeenth IntI Church|II Conference Anchorage Alaska
.-2001 -
14 February Centenary ‘of- Wlnston Churchlll 3 Entry |nto Parllament
Sprlng Theme Conference ""Churchill: and Intelllgenc B T
Autumn Elghteenth Internatlonal Church|II Conference Ottawa Ontarlo :
: : M e 2002 _' o .
ntf -Internatlonal Church|II Conference London
' ernatlonal Church|II Tour England

libertarian and two Britons, saw many of | their Naval War College colleague John

Churchill's actions as opportunism, party
politics, even hypocrisy. The debate was
framed around readings of Churchill's
"The Dream," TheWorld CrisisVolumel,
The Gathering Storm, Triumph and
Tragedy, and many rich speeches from the
1920s through 1940s.

The most riveting session, for this
participant, was the rich discussion of a
counterfactual question: should Churchill
have made a truce of some type with
Hitler after the fdl of France? Panel lead-

Maurer, and historian Sebastian Cox ex-
plored this issue. A consensus emerged:
neither in the terms of that time, nor
given what has been reveded since, was
Churchill wrong to fight on. And his suc-
cess places the world in his debt.
Symposiasts parted company reluc-
tantly after this remarkable intellectual
banquet, but each took away new insights
into the ways Churchill's voice helped to
defend the West and advance die Anglo-
American tradition of political liberty.

-Chris  Harmon M>

ers Alberto Coll and Michael Handel,

AROUND AND ABOUT

Everybody's getting into the Person of the Century business, not to mention the Millen-
nium. Recendy The Sunday Tel egraph decided to poll historiansfor the greatest Britishand
world figures of die past thousand years. They received some dark horse nominations:
David Hume, John Maynard Keynes, Abraham Darby. But the Countess of Longford,
Alistair Home and Vernon Bogdanor of Oxford picked Churchill, who was named more
than anyone else, widi Shakespeare a close second. John Charmley, aways interested in a
quick headline, suggested Adolf Hitler: "Nobody has had as much influence, for the
bad, as Hitler," wrote J.C., forgetting not only the body counts of Stalin and Mao, but
the fact tliat hes written a book saying Churchill should have not fought the
Fiihrer.... Arabdla Chur chill, 49, the daughter of Randolph Churchill and wife of juggler
Haggis McLeod, was rescued with saven of her friends by the U.S. Navy off Hawaii in
April after an outrigger canoe capsized. Arabella spent eleven hours in shark-filled waters.
Today she says, "life seems very precious and not to be wasted"...Members of die
Heythrop Hunt careered through Bladon last winter, coursing a primary school play-
ground and terrorising a girl walking a dog. The Hunt apologized to Bladon Council.

continued overleaf...
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does not appear either in the
text of that broadcast in the
Complete Speeches (VI, pp.
6772-74) or Onwardsto Vic-
tory (pp. 87-90).

"IRON CURTAIN"

Weve been over this
before, but here is new infor-
mation. Natalie Adams of
the Churchill Archives Cen-
ter writes: "In 1951 Chur-
chill received a letter from
one of the compilers of the
American CollegeDictionary,
asking him whether he re-
caled having met the phrase
before his first use of it.
Churchill's response was,
‘No. | didn't hear of the
phrase before—though everyone has
heard of the "iron curtain" which de-
scends in atheater.' (Reference: Churchill
Papers, CHUR 2/391)."

We found this very interesting, but
wondered if the phrase had nevertheless
been read by Churchill and remained in
his capacious memory. Dalton Newfield,
in Finest Hour 19 (May-June 1971, p. 5)
wrote:

"According to The Concise Oxford
Dictionary of Quotations, the term ‘iron
curtain,' in reference to things Russian,
weas first used in a book by Mrs. Philip
Snowden, entitled Through Bolshevik Rus-
sia, in 1920. The exact wording, 'We were

"THE HUN IS ALWAYS AT YOUR
THROAT OR AT YOUR FEET"

Dan Schneider asks, "What is the
cite for WSC's great quote (above)? Ac-
cording to Churchill, himsdf, it was not
originally coined by him. The reference,
in Kay Halle's Irrepressible Churchill
(Cleveland: World 1966, p. 218) reads:

"The proud German Army has by its
sudden collapse, sudden crumbling and
breaking up...once again proved the truth
of the saying, 'The Hun is either at your
throat or at your feet." Halle ascribes the
passage to Churchill's broadcast from
Washington on the third anniversary of
the Home Guard, 14 May 1943, but it

AROUND & ABOUT

continued frompage?7...
Lullenden, the first Churchill country home (1917-19) in East Grinstead, West Sussex,
is for sde again. Called "a near-perfect example of a fine Tudor house on a modest
Home Counties estate," it can be had for only £2.75 million. Agents are FDP Savills
(01732) 789700....After he had left power in 1955, Churchill and his wife wished to
give an avenue of limes and ems to Chequers, country residence of Prime Ministers,
but the trustees chose chestnut and beech....According to Nigel Rosser in London's
Evening Standard, the Roya Family changed their officid name to M ountbatten-wWind-
or in 1960 because an obscure genedlogist protested that the surname Windsor im-
plied Prince Andrew was born out of wedlock. Rosser says Churchill "steamrollered”
the Queen to adopt "House of Windsor" in 1952 because of his then-loathing for
Louis Mountbatten over his performance as last Viceroy of India, according to Rosser.
(They were later reconciled; will someone please advise whether this is to be be-
lieved?).... A painting offered Churchill by Lord Melchett, chairman of 1CI during the
war, was vetoed for Chequers by Lord Lee (who gave Chequers to the nation) because
he considered it "a very perfunctory example of a second-rate painter." The work was
John Churchill a Blenheim, by van Huchtenburgh—which the Prime Minister duly
placed at Number Ten Downing Street. n

behind the "iron curtain” at last,’ is found
on page 32. Given WSC's dynamic inter-
est in world affairs, it is not illogica to
suppose that he was an early reader of this
pioneer account of Lenin's Russia, and
that the phrase was added to his bank of
knowledge to be stored for opportune
usage some quarter-century later.

"Second to use '‘iron curtain' offi-
cdly, so fa as | know, was Josef Goeb-
bels, the infamous Nazi propaganda chief,
in the 25Feb45 issue of Das Reich, one of
the Nazi journal's last issues. Trandated it
reads. 'Should the German people lay
down its arms, the agreement between
Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin would
dlow the Soviets to occupy al Eastern
and Southeastern Europe together with
the major part of the Reich. An iron cur-
tain would at once descend on this terri-
tory which, including the Soviet Union,
would be of enormous dimensions.'

"Churchill himself was only third in
line, but even so he first used the phrase
long before Fulton. In a telegram to Tru-
man dated 12May45 (see Triumph and
Tragedy, U.S. edition, p. 498) hesaid: An
iron curtain is drawn down upon their
front. We do not know what is going on
behind." And sx months before the West-
minster College address, St. Vincent
Troubridge, in the 210ct45 Sunday Em-
pire News, wrote: 'Thereis an iron curtain
across Europe.’

"Thus at Fulton on 7 March 1946,
Churchill was to use the phrase for at
least the second time himsdf, for the
fourth time in its contemporary context,
and for at least the fifth time in literature.
It may at first seem surprising that he was
preceded in its use by one of democracy's
bitterest enemies during the last gasps of
the Third Reich, probably to make clear
what was already well known—that the
Nazis much preferred to make their first
peace with the Anglo-Americans. Ye
Goebbels, himsalf no dlight student of
politics and globa strategy, was probably
as capable as Churchill in recognizing the
ruthless ambitions of Premier Stalin, per-
haps more so, for the tyrant is well quali-
fied to recognize his felow tyrant."

The Churchill Center has arranged
for publication of Churchill's "lIron Cur-
tain" Speech, papers from a colloquium
cosponsored in March 1996 with the
Churchill Memorial & Library. (See
"Quote of the Season," page 5.) M>
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SIR ROBERT RHODES JAMES
A REMEMBRANCE BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

Rhodes James set out to prove that

Winston Churchill was human. A
superfluous misson? Sr  Robert
replied that Churchill had been al-
most completely deified, and that it
was high time someone brought him
down to earth. Churchill: A Sudy in
Failure (1970) was an outstanding
catalogue of the great man's outrages,
miscalculations and fdse steps which
left him, in 1939, admired for his
brilliance and feared for his lack of
judgment.

If Churchill had died at Sxty-five,
Rhodes James wrote, he would be re-
membered as a politician who failed
more than he succeeded, which wes |
think a bit tongue-in-cheek. If Hitler
or Lenin had died at thirty they
would not be remembered at dl. Peo-
ple are remembered for the totality of
their contributions. Nor was A Study
in Failure apioneering work, for criti-
ca books about Churchill had been
appearing since the 1920s. But it was
the best of its kind: caefully re-
searched, deftly argued, an degant po-
litical history, amodel. In 1985 it was
named by the International Churchill
Society's Churchill Bibliographic Data
as the best critica work on Churchill
ever published.

Its author was wel qudified, be-
cause like Churchill, Sr Robert was
that rare combination, the politician-
writer, and, unlike most modern
politicians, he didn't make palitics his
ole career. He clerked in the House
of Commons from 1955 to 1965, re-
turned to All Souls as a research fd-
low, taught history at Stanford and
the Univerdty of Sussex, and worked
for the United Nations in New York.
In 1976 he won a by-élection in
Cambridge and held the seat despite
tough chalenges until he retired in
1992. His toughest race was in 1987,
when he eked out a close win against

' I n his most famous book, Robert

the redoubtable Shirley Williams, one
of the prominent "Gang of Four"
who founded the Socid Democrats
out of disaffected Labour members.

Asde from Sudy in Failure, Sir
Robert left a huge corpus for laborers
in the Churchill vineyard, beginning
with the first biography of Lord Ran-
dolph Churchill since the one by Sir
Winston (who praised it) in 1962; of
WSC's great friend Lord Rosebery
(1963); of Prince Albert (1983); and
of Anthony Eden, whom he so ad-
mired (1986). Hiswork was less even
than his admirers proclaimed. Bob
Boothby (1991, reviewed FH78) bor-
dered on hagiography: Churchill's
Parliamentary Private Secretary, who
later fdl out with his boss, hardly puts
a foot wrong in that book, which
meanwhile etiolates Churchill. Ye
short of Churchill and Roy Jenkins
we would be hardpressed to find a
more vauable politician-writer.

His greatest contribution was
Winston S’ Churchill: His Complete
Foeeches 1897-1963 (1974), not truly
complete but close, with two well-or-
ganized and comprehensive indexes.
He shocked me once by confiding
that he had been paid only £5000 for
the job, 55 pence per page, so nig-
gardly a sum as to be unimaginable.

It's a sfe bet that he derived no in-
come from its later abridged editions,
the most recent of which was Barnes
& Noble's Churchill Speaks, athough
he smiled when | told him the origi-
nal eight volumes are among the three
or four most highly sought-after
multi-volume works about Winston
Churchill.

where he ddivered a paper at our

first Churchill Symposium, later
guantified in Churchill as Peacemaker
(1997). His colleague Paul Addison,
who dso participated, remembered
"what fun he was to be with, awarm
and generous character sparkling with
gossp and full of enthusiasms." Sir
Robert told me that held written, in a
lighthearted vein, the story of the
Churchill government that never
was—the government  Churchill
would have run had he won in 1945-
What a piece of aternate history that
would have made, no doubt on the
same plane as Churchill's "If Lee Had
Not Won the Battle of Gettysburg"
(see dsawherethisissue).

The Washington Post sad Sr
Robert "could be a congenial com-
panion to those he counted as his in-
tellectual near-equals,” which clearly
included Professor Addison. But not
everyonewas 0 fortunate, and he was
not one to hide his light under a
bushel. As the Post put it, he "never
lost the superior manner commonly
displayed by derks of the Commons."
He issued a stream of complaint
about our symposium, from the fact
that speakers had to stand up to the
quality of certain presentations. His
protest over our auditorium ban on
smoking was an example, crisp and
droll: "Sex will be banned next in
your country, except between con-
senting gay couples in California.
There is little future for the rest of

” continued overleaf...

I met him in Washington in 1994,

us.
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"The SwissPressgot rather confused and described Nicholas
Soames and me as WSC's 'two grandsons,’ which puzzed
the multitude, as the physical resemblance is absolutely nil.
Nicholas, of course, thought it hilarious."—RRJ

or awhile it seemed that Sr

Robert and | weren't destined to

become chums. He was a Tory
wet who beieved in little Britain
within the European Union and re-
garded Margaret Thatcher as a rather
nasty aberration. | was ajaded politi-
cd junkie who had lost faith in poli-
tics as currently practiced but would
have voted for Thatcher if | could,
who believed that the EU was a so-
cidist con-job for the benefit of the
Franco-Germans, and that the best
Great Britain could do wasto join the
North American Free Trade Associa
tion. We disagreed manifestly about
the Officdad Biography. Randolph
Churchill had sacked him from the
O.B. research team and Robert never
forgave him, dways maintaining that
the O.B. wes the same "case for the
defence’ Churchill had aready made
in his own books (FH 64, p. 11).
Robert never feared to sy exactly
what he believed in the most forceful
terms avallable to a gentleman. In an
age of prevaricating phonies of the
Left and Right, such a character is
rare. Winston Churchill would have
loved him.

At the Peacemaker symposium he
took on my friend Manfred Weid-
horn, who suggested that Churchill
had protested Hitler's occupation of
the Rhineland. Walking briskly to the
podium after Manny's presentation,
Robert announced: "Churchill said
nothing about the Rhineland, noth-
ing a al; he was hoping to get into
the Cabinet so he kept his mouth
shut." Then bang, he sat down again.
No questions, thanks very much!

Later we tangled over this—be-
cause Churchill did and sad things
about the Rhineland which ought to
be in the record, and (I argued)
sweeping generdizations have no
place ether in a biography of

Boothby or a seminar on Churchill.
He ended it with a peremptory note:
"I am one of Churchill's strongest ad-
mirers, but | cannot accept clams
that have no merit or justification. |
e no point whatever in continuing

this correspondence.”
Al ut a year later he wrote to
jffer Finest Hour a very good
piece ("Myth-Shattering: An Actor
Did NOT Give Churchill's Speeches,"
FH 92), and we renewed our corre-
spondence, in which he produced a

d that, |1 thought, was that;

treasury of rewarding observations.
His intelligent and shrewd thoughts
on Churchill and politics, ddivered
ad hoc with akind of entre nousinti-
mecy, were a privilege to read. He
even agreed to consider what | would
eventudly produce on Churchill and
the Rhineland. | came to redlize that
here was awise and opinionated Dio-
genes to shed a kindly light over my
own inggnificant Churchill studies.
Alas the Rhindland piece was st
aside, because like most of his friends
and admirers | expected Robert
would be with us along time yet; and
now he will never read it, to hammer
me back in cordia debate. He died
too young, of cancer on May 20th,
his second Churchill volume unpub-
lished. | join the mourners of a first
dass intellect and, as Churchill said,
"agood House of Commons man." $3

AFFAIRS CHURCHILL
Sr Robert Rhodes James to Richard M. Langworth, 1995-98

ANTHONY EDEN

"l do not think that WSC developed 'a cold hatred' for Eden; certainly their
correspondence would belie this, but the abandonment of the Suez Canal base
angered Churchill, as did Eden's manifest impatience with WSC's procrastina-
tion about retiring."

GEORGE VI

"The relationship between WSC and the King during the war is important,
as it has been consistently underestimated, and even on occasion ignored. It
began dickily, but developed into the dosest relationship between Monarch
and Prime Minister in modern British history. The Queen Mother is very afec-
tionately amusing about WSC, as was the King when Churchill's letters became
epecidly flowery. On one occason WSC enthusiastically responded to a plea
for help in preparing a broadcast by the King by sending a speech he had com-
posed specidly. Of course, it contained words and phrases the King could not
get his tongue round, and, while splendidly Churchillian, was so out of charac-
ter for the King that it was politely rejected. Sadly, his draft seems to have dis-

appeared.”

HAROLD NICOL SON

"His position was Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Information
between May 1940 and June 1941. This was ajunior Ministeria post in the
Churchill Codlition Government. Duff Cooper was a disaster as Minister, and
Harolds career suffered thereby, but as his son Nigd has frankly admitted, 'he
was not afit person to run a Department in wartime.' Indeed, much as | loved
HN, he was marvelloudy unfitted to administer or run anything. When WSC,
who had to find a Labour Minister to balance the Codlition team, had to sack
HN, whom he grestly liked and respected, he made him a Governor of the
BBC, which was his true metier.” continued opposite »>
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DUFF COOPER

"l too thought that Charmley's biography of Duff Cooper was much better
than his Churchill book, though | thought he was unduly censorious about Duff's
drinking and womanizing. If his wife was tolerant of both then | think we cam be. |
prefer red-blooded people to time-servers and sycophants. And Duff had real guts,
in war and peace. And he wrote so wonderfully, gracefully and simply—particularly
on a hot summer afternoon after a long lunch with beautiful women and plenty of
Champagne, good wine and brandy. But this is now terribly unfashionable and
non-PC!"

LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL

"I never bdieved this canard [that he died of syphilis]. When | was researching
my Lord Randolph Churchilll discussed it with an eminent elderly specidist in the dis-
ease, who told me that, having looked at the symptoms, syphilis was the least likely of
al the causes of his decline and death. He was certainly treated for it, by a physician
who was on record as declaring dl nervous diseases syphilitic, which of course we now
know is nonsense. John [Mather]’s conclusion [FH 93] that the treatment only accel-
erated Lord Randolph's mental collapse and death seems to me to be fully justified. |
am rather surprised that some of the Churchills told you they believed the story, al-
though Randolph, ill-advised as usual, did. But the Churchills do like to tease. Clarissa Avon once told me that 'of course
her father Jack was illegitimate, knowing full wel that this was nonsense, but rather chic...Jack's son John was physicaly al-
most an exact replica of his Uncle Winston, and with an even more formidable capacity for alcohol consumption; he lived
to amuch greater age than the modern Puritans deem possible, and was aso avery good artist!"

CHURCHILL SYMPOSA

"1 am glad your last Symposium went much better, and the style that | had advised was adopted. The great Austin
Conference on WSC* was made memorable and enjoyable by the provision of the smoking room in the LBJ Library, and,
by a stroke of added genius by Roger Louis, a bottle of Bourbon for each participant. No wonder it was atriumph. And
WSC would have greatly approved.”

*Published as Churchill: A Major New Assessment of His Lifein Peace and War, Lord Blake and William Roger Louis,
editors (NY: Norton 1993).

ON THE CIRCUIT
"We had afine dinner meeting of The Other Other Club in Madison. | cut down my contribution drasticdly, as the old
boys were longing to get at their oysters and Pol Roger....I had to do the same at the Anniversary meeting in Zurich, where |
spoke from the same podium as WSC had in 1946,
as the Swiss Foreign Minister gave an interminable A PotshotattheTov?maIaiseunderIeaderWiIIiam Hague_ DainMaiI,
and hardly relevant speech, but it went remarkably 4Dec98_ A did notsend me this> but ifhe saw k hewouldhave emaed k _
well, and there were many requests afterwards for
the full text. The Swiss Press got rather confused and
described Nicholas Soames and me as WSC's 'two
grandsons," which puzzled the multitude, as the
physical resemblance is absolutely nil. Nicholas, of
course, thought it hilarious."

THE WEED

"If we have another Winston Churchill sym-
posium it really must recognise that a non-smoking
Churchill Conference is a contradiction in terms,
amost as idiotic as a non-smoking Churchill Cabi-
net! Auberon Waugh has formed a club in London
in which smoking is compulsory. This may be tak-
ing the counter-revolution rather too far, but he is

making a point against the PC fanatics...I like

i " ‘There must be some way to solve this crisis, William, dear. What
Srn0k| ng' Oh dear $ would past leaders have done?... William?*
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Personality ol the Century (9)

“"We Must TN&)@I‘ ;g'er\y (O)ur Gratitude”

C.P sNOwW

while | live—that beautiful, shining,

desperate summer of 1940. | was listen-
ing with afriend, for we were never far from
a radio that June, to one of the great
gpeeches. It must have been ether after
Dunkirk, or &fter the fdl of France. The
growling, lisping voice came into the room.

That voice was our hope. It was the voice of
will and strength incarnate. It was saying what we
wanted to hear sad ("We shal defend our idand”)
and what we tried to believe would come true ("We
shdl fight on unconquerable until the curse of Hitler
is lifted from the brows of mankind. We are sure that
in the end dl will come right.")

My friend and | went out into the London
evening. He sad, "We must never deny our grati-
tude. Don't forget. Wemust never deny our gratitude. "

Winston Churchill was a great man, if such
words mean anything. But he was something s, to
which Americans have responded more wholeheart-
edly than we English have: perhaps because to us it is
too near the bone. He was the last of an epoch.

In those days of 1940 we were sustained by a
surge of national emotion, of which Churchill was
both symbol and essence, evocator and voice. His pa-
triotisn was absolute. He was an aristocrat, but he
would cheerfully have beggared his dass and his
friends, and everyone dse too, if that was the price of
the country's coming through. Everyone believed
that, and as his voice rolled out into the streets those
summer evenings, Churchill spoke for a nation undi-

I REMEMBER—I shdl not forget it

Commencing in Finest Hour 97, "Persondlity of the Century" was an
ongoing series of op-ed pieces designed to qudify Churchill for Time
magazine's top accolade at the end of the century. The nine articles are
now being gathered and submitted to the editors of Time. British nov-
eist C.P. Snow was Parliamentary Secretary at the Ministry of Technol-
ogy. Among hisbest bookswere novelsin the Strangersand Brothersse-
quence, including Corridors of Power. This excerpt may beread in full
in the Churchill chapter of his A Variety of Men (Macmillan: 1967).

© KARSH, OTTAWA

vided and curiously happy, as it has never
been in my lifetime, before or since.

Looking back, perhaps one reads into
{ our mood of those months elements which
were not there. Did we redly have a sense
of last things, as | have now? The last fight
of Britain as a solitary great power. The last
great starring part on the world stage. The
last aristocrat to rule Britain. The last assertive cry of
a country which, for no particular reason, had gov-
erned a disproportionate dice of the world.

All these lagt things, and a good many more,
seem now to be contained in Churchill's speeches.
Macaulay said of Oliver Cromwell that everyone,
whether they believed in kings or not, could not help
feding that he was the grestest prince who ever ruled
in England. | suspect that will be something like the
attitude of posterity to Churchill, at any rate in the
first years of his wartime administration.

Ye there are paradoxes which will puzzle pos-
terity. During those years, Churchill ruled the coun-
try with a greater measure of support than any prime
minister has ever done. Nevertheless, he only became
prime minister in the teeth of the wishes of the over-
whelming magjority of his own party. He was a Con-
sarvetive, but the Consarvatives had distrusted him
for a generation. They thought him arrogant, ambi-
tious, an adventurer. When Chamberlain had to go,
they would have chosen Lord Hdlifax as Prime Min-
ister. King George VI hated having to send for
Churchill in May 1940 and would never have done
so if it had not been for the providential chance that
Halifax happened to be a member of the House of
Lords. Churchill's red support, aswdl as trust and &-
fection, came from the Labour benches.

Then there was another twist. Churchill weas
Prime Minister for five years. The Hitler war was
won. In the generd eection of 1945, he was
promptly thrown out of office—"dismissed" to use
his own word—Dby a gigantic Labour mgority, in one
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of the biggest political turnovers in the long history
of Britain. These events are caculated to puzzle not
only posterity but dso contemporary Americans. Ye
anyone used to drinking in London pubs and talking
to servicemen before that eection could not be sur-
prised when he was voted out of office.

The British vote for parties, not for people.
The mass of the country at that time wanted sweep-
ing socid reforms, and did not believe the Conserva-
tive Party could make them.

Had Churchill died in his sixties, he would
have been one of the picturesque falures in British
politics. His life, right up to the time when most
men have finished, had been adventurous and ro-
mantic, but he had achieved little. Except among his
red friends, he had never been popular.

He had an unsatisfactory and unhappy boyhood.
He was a textbook example of a highly intelligent per-
son who just couldn't cope with a formd education.
He must have had an 1Q as high as anyone could rea-
sonably wish, immense verba ills and gigantic, if la
tent, powers of concentration. But he had to be sent to
the military academy of Sandhurst because no one
could think of anything e to do with him.

He wasn't cut out to be a peacetime officer. He
wanted glory; he wanted the excitement of war. He
was a romantic born. His physica courage (or any
other kind of courage) no one, except possibly him-
odf, ever doubted. He longed to see what danger felt
like. In the Victorian afternoon of the British Em-
pire, he managed to work in a lot of fighting, in
India, in Egypt, in South Africa

At the age of 26 he entered Parliament and
within a remarkably short time became the most
hated politician in the country. Churchill started as a
Conservative, but for honorable reasons, and on a
gpedific issue, he changed his party. In British poli-
tics, this takes some living down. It took even more
living down because his change was soon followed by
the great Libera victory of 1906, and he found him-
sf amember of the Libera administration, the most
gifted Britain has ever had. From that day, his name
was adirty word in respectable Conservative circles.

For years, he could do nothing quite right. He
was an excelent First Lord of the Admiralty before
and at the beginning of World War |. But his best
ideas came to nothing. He was responsible for the de-
velopment of the tank, but the weapon was wasted.
In the wartime coalitions, the Consarvatives made it

their first condition that Churchill should not hold
high office. Even Lloyd George, the most persuasve
of men, who believed in him, had difficulty smug-
gling himin.

So he went through his middle age. The record
of fallure grew. He changed party again and rejoined
the Conservatives. He had a lively but unsuccessful
godl as Chancellor of the Exchequer (1924-29). In
the 1930s, he was the chief Conservative critic of the
Conservative Party—passionately opposed to them
over India (where he behaved like a 1Sth century im-
peridist and was dead wrong), over their attempts to

- gppease Hitler (where he was dead right). For nearly

fifty years of his public life, the orthodox remark in
Britain was, "Churchill? Brilliant, of course. But no
judgment.”

sudgment,” to people in the corridors of
I power, means two things—one which most
of us would think bad, one good. The bad
thind®1$ the ability to sense what everyone de is
thinking and to think like them. This Churchill
never had, and would have despised himsdf for hav-
ing. But the good thing in "judgment” is the ability
to think of many matters at once, in their interde-
pendence, their relative importance and their conse-
quences. In this sense Churchill's judgment, on many
occasons in his life, was serioudy defective,

Churchill had a very powerful mind, but a ro-
mantic and unquantitative one. If he thought about a
course of action long enough, and desired it passion-
ady, he convinced himsdf that it must be possible,
That obsessve quality drove him into his mgor er-
rors, not only in war but in peace. Think of his fa
mous ary, "I have not become the King's First Minis-
ter in order to presde over the liquidation of the
British Empire." Resounding, yes. The grand man-
ner, yes. But it didn't make sense. Any First Minister,
even one with awill as strong as his, would have been
obliged to preside over the dissolution of the Empire.
If Britain had tried to hold India after 1945, India
would have gone anyway, with bitterness for which
the whole West would not have been forgiven.

Yd, ironicdly, this same obsessve quality was
the force which saved us. When Hitler came to
power in 1933, Churchill did not use judgment, but
one of his profound insights. Hitler was absolute evil,
and there was no way round. It was a unique occa-
son in our history. We needed that insight, and that
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“Iy dear INellie, F1L I C hiirchill Xkad ever done me ike 'Jaonour oi ask-
img me to marry Aun, 1 shoiiid 0 comrse'have accepted Jaim on the spot.”

—C.P. Show's"Mrs. Smith"
Thiscould only have been the former Pamela Plowden (1874-1971), who married Victor Lytton,
later the Earl of Lytton, in 1904; sheand Churchill remained friendsfor life. -Ed.

absolute strength. Not many in conservative Britain
had such insight. He had. That was why he could
keep us going when it came to war and we were
aone. Where it mattered most, there he was right.
And that iswhy we shdl never deny our gratitude.

Thereis ds0 agreat ded dseto be grateful for.
He not only helped to save us from dying; he showed
us a pattern of life. Churchill was never sour or mali-
cious. He had, on the contrary, dl the broad and ex-
pansive virtues. He was a singularly magnanimous
man. With a few exceptions, he forgave his enemies.
He was the loydest of friends, took risks for those he
loved, and never denied his affections. He wore his
virtues as chearfully as his absurd hats.

He never log the rip-roaring Corinthian gusto
for living. Eyebrows were lifted a his brandy and
Champagne, his cigars, his liking for the company of
the internationa rich, and much he cared. In every-
thing that doesn't matter, he did precisely what he
wanted and never gave adamn. In everything that did
matter, he lived much more gtrictly than most men,
according to a strong and gallant mora code. There
was never, for example, a breath of sexud scandd
about him. He married rather late, at thirty-three, was
lucky in his wife and lived in monogamous happiness.

evidence. | heard it during the war: like those cu-
mulating stories in his last ten years, it left a
plessant taste.

It was told me by a charming ederly woman,
now dead, who had hersdf been a dashing beauty in
Edwardian society. She had just come back from a
rallway journey. The time was the middle of the war,
when Churchill was a the peak of his power. She
found hersdf in a carriage with another ederly
woman, an acquaintance whom she had not met for
along time. According to my informant this was the
woman whom Churchill in his twenties had wished
to marry (long before he met his future wife). She
had been smart, pretty, an heiress: the only difficulty

I DID once hear an anecdote for which | have no |

was that she had not returned his love. He had pur-
sued her with the singlemindedness that he had later
spent on war. He had used dl his eloquence, dl his
force, every resource he had. None of it was any
good. She finally married someone who happened to
have a very common English name—I will cal him
Mr. Smith—and who was otherwise unknown to his-
tory. So my informant sat opposite Mrs. Smith,
whom she had not met since they were both young
women, in the rallway carriage. There was a good
ded of chat about old times. Then my informant
sad:

"You must be very proud of your old flame."

"What do you mean?'

"Mr. Churchill, of course.”

At that Mrs. Smith is sad to have given agen-
tle non-committal smile. My informant could not re-
94 asking:

"Come now, have you never wished that you
had married him?"'

Then Mrs. Smith looked her straight in the
eye, and sad: "My dear Ndlig, if Mr. Churchill had
ever done me the honour of asking me to marry him,
| should of course have accepted him on the spot.”

Too gdlant to beieve? Anyway, such was the
gory. | cannot vouch for any part of it. But from the
point of view of the Churchillian apotheosis, it does-
n't matter whether it is true or not. It does carry the
tone of high-hearted behaviour, higher-hearted be-
haviour than we could manage in our own time. And
it was Churchill's own high-hearted behaviour that
became the substance of his myth. People wanted
something to admire that seemed to be dipping out
of the grit of everyday. Whatever could be sad
agang him, he had virtues, graces, style. Courage,
magnanimity, loydty, wit, gallantry—these were not
often held up for admiration in our literature, or in-
deed depicted at al. He redly had them. | beieve
that it was deep intuition which made people fed, in
those last ten years, that his existence had dfter dl
sweetened English life. $
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100-75-50-25 YEARS AGO

: -r

Michad McMenamin

One hundred years ago:
Summer 1899 « Age 24
The First Defeat

Ourchill spent the summer of 1899
in his first election campaign,

attempting, unsuccessfully, to persuade
Pamela Plowden to join him. He wrote
to her describing the campaign:

"l shall never forget the successon
of great halls packed with excited people
until there was not room for one single
person more - speech after speech, meet-
ing after meeting - three even four in
one night - intermittent flashes of Heat
& Light & enthusiasm - with cold air
and the rattle of a carriage in between: a
great experience. And | improve every
time - | have hardly repeated mysdf at
al. And at each meeting | am conscious
of growing powers and facilities of
gpeech, and it is in this that | shall find
my consolation should the result be, as
is probable, unfortunate.”

Churchill's prediction was accu-
rate. He and his running mate, the trade
union leader Mawdsley, lost the two
Tory seets to the Liberds in the July 6th
election. The results were close, howev-
er, and The Manchester Courier reported
that Churchill "might have been defest-
ed but he was conscious that in this
fight he had not been disgraced." Bd-
four agreed, writing Churchill, "this
gamall reversd will have no permanent ill
effect upon your political fortunes."

Churchill soon turned his atten-
tion to South Africa In a speech on 17
August he said: "The trouble in the
Transvadl is avery serious question, and
the situation in South Africa has now
reached an acute stage. It is not likely
that the present condition of things can
go on indefinitely without war breaking
out, and | am not so sure that is such a
very terrible prospect or one that we
tremble at....England is a very great
Power and the Boers are a miserably
gsmall people, and | ask how long is the
peace of the country and the Empire
going to be disturbed by a party of fili-
bustering Boers."

Negotiations between the British
and the Boers over the Boer refusa to
grant voting rights to the largely British
immigrants ("Uitlanders") who had

come to South Africa during the gold
rush of the late 19th century broke
down in early September. In September
Churchill received an offer from The
Daily Mail to serve as its war correspon-
dent in South Africa, and used that offer
as leverage to secure a more rewarding
position from The Morning Post, which
agreed to pay all of his expenses and
£250 a month. Churchill prompdy set
about fortifying himself for the journey.
His son wrote that "Churchill never
believed that war should be needlessly
uncomfortable” and listed some of the
provisions, including sx bottles each of
1889 vin d'Ay Sec, light Port and
French Vermouth; and eighteen bottles
each of St. Emilion and a ten-year-old
Scotch whiskey.

Seventy-five years ago:
Summer 1924 « Age 49
A "Sedt for Life" at Last

Qurchill continued his search for a
onstituency where he could stand
at the next General Election as an Inde-
pendent with Conservative Party sup-
port, while maintaining a busy schedule
of speaking and writing. On 27 June he
spoke to the London School of Eco-
nomics on "The Study of English":

"To be able to give exact and lucid
expressions to one's thoughts, to be able
to write a good clear letter upon a com-
plicated or delicate subject, to be able to
explain shordy, precisdly, and correcdy
what you mean, what you have seen,
what you have read, what you have been
told, or what you want to understand;
to appreciate and express the shades of
meaning which attach to words - these
are surely among the most important
acquirements which young English men
and young English women can possibly
seek to aid them in their lifés career.”

Churchill addressed the "Interna-
tional Financial Situation" in a speech to
the Associated Advertising Clubs in
London on 17 July 1924, attributing
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