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tor praises Winston Churchill's The Great Republic...An
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David Turrell reveal variants and errors on My African
Journey and Europe Unite...Douglas Hall provides a short
list of Shorter's Churchilliana and a longer short list of
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Cover and Back Cover: We're not counting on
Time to do the right thing (see page 5), so just in

case they don't, here is our.own conception of what
their first cover of the year 2000 should have

looked like. If you think we've messed up a perfect-
ly good painting, you're right: so the unadulterated
original appears on our back cover, reproduced by

kind permission of the owner, member John
Churchill Hassett of Beverly Hills, Calif. This oil-

on-wood portrait of Churchill in the uniform of
an Honorary Air Commodore, RAF, was painted

in 1959 by Ralph J. Smiley, formerly a member
of Churchill's staff in North Africa.
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PRAISE
Dear Members, I am writing to thank you

for awarding me a scholarship to attend the
"Churchill in England" program with the Uni-
versity of Dallas. Your generosity was greatly ap-
preciated, for without your help I would not
have been able to attend this enlightening pro-
gram. I had a wonderful experience in England
and thoroughly enjoyed learning about
Churchill and his amazing leadership ability. I
also enjoyed attending the International
Churchill Conference in Bath. It was extremely
informative, and it was wonderful to be able to
hear the speeches on Churchill and his life.

CHRISTINA GONZALEZ, POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y.

(To John Plumpton) I am writing to say
what a great job you have done on your website
and how truly fascinating learning about
Churchill has been. My English class was given
an assignment to write a biography on a chosen
person. I chose Sir Winston and your website
has been a great help. Thank you so much.

LEAH GOOD, YEAR 8 (VIA INTERNET)

I gave a copy of Finest Hour to my disserta-
tion supervisor, an admirer of Churchill. He at
once opened to an article on Rupert Brooke
with a quotation from WSC's obituary of
Brooke. He could also remember how his grand-
father had secretly listened to Churchill on the
radio in wartime Germany. His father said it was
too dangerous, but obviously the grandfather
was obstinate. When his father later became a
POW with the British he really got an education,
even became interested in literature...

TILL KINZEL, BERLIN

Sunday morning was spent reading your
address, "Churchill and the Art of the States-
man-Writer" at the Boston Athenxum (FH
102). I was much rewarded and moved to enjoy
such work. Having come to know your style and
wealth of knowledge, I can only say thanks. Your
comments brought back the memory of my
reading the words which so many of us treasure.
Your piece requires the broadest possible distrib-
ution. You spoke to us, not at us; you walked us
down a path of prose and allowed us to savor a
great writer and a great life.

CRAIG HORN, LAUREL, MD.

CONDEMNATION
I read with interest "Glimpses: Count

Xavier Puslowski" by Rafal Heydel-Mankoo
(FH 101), since I had the privilege of knowing
the late Count Puslowski for many years. How-
ever, as official biographer of the late Count Ed-
ward Raczynski, Polish Ambassador to Britain
1934-45, I must say that there is no mention in
his war memoirs, W sojuszniczym Londynie

(London: 1960) of his being first to inform
Winston Churchill of the German attack on
Poland. One would have thought that such a
call would be an unforgettable episode in any-
one's memoirs? Incidentally, the attack came on
1 September 1939, so Churchill could not have
been First Lord at the time of the call.

Secondly, Count Raczynski's book, Od
Narcyza Kulikowskiego do Winstona Churchilla
(London: 1976) is not about Churchill but a
collection of reminiscences, in which the name
of Churchill unavoidably appears.

Finally, it is incorrect that Count Raczynski
"married his secretary." Countess Raczynska,
who died in 1998, was the widow of a Polish
diplomat, divorced in the Sixties. She became a
companion to Count Raczynski, also eventually
a widower, nursed him through two serious eye
operations in New York, moved to London at
his request at the onset of his blindness, and be-
came his eyesight and an indispensable member
of the family until his death. Their marriage
could only have taken place after the death of
her first husband, which occurred in 1992.

PETER C. BLAUTH-MUSZKOWSKI, LONDON

Mr. Heydel-Mankoo replies:
Mr. Muszkowski is an old friend of the

family whom I have always held in high regard,
but on his main point he is quite wrong. See
Gilbert, Winston S. Churchill, Vol. V., p. 1106:
"Towards dawn, while [Churchill] was asleep,
the German armies invaded Poland. At 8:30 that
morning the Polish Ambassador, Count Raczyn-
ski, telephoned Chartwell to give him the news."
And, in the Companion to Vol. 5, Part 3, from
the diary of Gen. Sir Edmund Ironside: "1 Sept.
1939....I rang Winston again and he said he had
the news definitely from the Polish Ambassador,
who had told him 11/2 hours ago." I am not
sure why this fact does not appear in Mr.
Muszkowski's biography of Raczynski, but biog-
raphers do not possess a monopoly over facts.

Mr. Muszkowski is quite right to correct
me for prematurely styling Churchill as First
Lord, a careless error on my part which I note
also slipped past our editor. I am in good com-
pany. I was always led to believe that Count
Raczynski's third wife acted as his secretary and
live-in companion and never doubted she was
anything but a loving spouse. I never professed
to be an authority on Raczynski, and made only
passing reference to him, since my article was
about my great-uncle Puslowski. However,
Raczynski did not marry his last wife in 1992 as
implied by Mr. Muszkowski. Rather, the mar-
riage occurred on 18 December 1991, one day
short of Raczynski's 100th birthday. (See Ge-
nealogie Rodow Utytulowanych w Polsce, 1996
and his obituary in the Daily Telegraph.)

continued on page 44
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QUOTE OF THE MILLENNIUM

"If we all pull togetker...and firmly grasp tke larger kopes of kumanity, tken it may be tkat we skall

move into a kappier sunlit age, wken all tke little ckildren wko are now growing up in tkis

tormented world may find tkemselves not tke victors nor tke vanquisked in tke fleeting triumpks of one

country over anotker in tke bloody turmoil of destructive war, but tke keirs of all tke treasures

of tke past and tke masters of all tke science, tke abundance and tke glories of tke future."

WSC SPEAKING TO THE CONGRESS OF EUROPE, THE HAGUE, NETHERLANDS, 7 MAY 1948

READERS NOTE:
In our opinion the 21st Century be-

gins a year from now on January 1st,
2001—but we seem to have been out-
voted! Alas Churchill was too busy fight-
ing Boers in December 1899, or lectur-
ing in December 1900, to say anything of
cosmic significance at the turn of the last
century. Instead we offer the above Quote
of the Millennium. Perhaps it will apply
to the one that's coming, RML 5NOV99

CIGAR SMOKER
OF THE CENTURY
NEW YORK, OCTOBER 15TH— N o t to be OUt-

done by Time or the BBC, Cigar Afi-
cionado, the glamour-encrusted magazine
of cigars, placed Churchill atop its list of
100 "Cigar Smokers of the Twentieth
Century." The editors write: "Through-
out his long life, Churchill nourished
England with his battlefield bravery, po-
litical courage and prolific writing, and
nourished himself with the best food,
drink and cigars he could find. The man
for whom the imposing Churchill cigar
size is named smoked eight to ten cigars a
day, primarily Cuban brands. Not even
the necessity of wearing an oxygen mask
for a high-altitude flight in a non-pressur-
ized cabin could prevent Churchill from
smoking. As the story goes, the Prime
Minister requested that a special mask be
created that would allow him to smoke
while airborne...On another occasion,
Churchill hosted a luncheon for King Ibn
Sa'ud of Saudi Arabia, who did not allow
smoking or drinking in his presence.
Rather than submit to the King's wishes,
Churchill pointed out that 'my rule of life
prescribed as an absolutely sacred rite

Cartoon by Lou Grant, San Francisco, on
Churchill's 90th Birthday, 1964

smoking cigars and also the drinking of
alcohol before, after and if need be during
all meals and in the intervals between
them.' The King was convinced....Fa-
vorite cigar: Romeo y Julieta."

PERSON OF THE CENTURY:
TIME REPLIES

Finest Hour bundled its nine articles
nominating Churchill for Person of the
Century into booklets for the editorial
board and sent them to Time's managing
editor. We received a handwritten reply:

Thank you for your kind letter. It
was good to hear from The
Churchill Center again. The arti-
cles will prove very useful as we
make our decision. I know he was
selected in 1950 as Person [sic] of

the Half Century, and that is a fac-
tor. Alas, it is not dispositive.* His-
tory and perspective can change.
But we are thinking and debating
hard these days.
WALTER ISAACSON, MANAGING EDITOR

*Lawyers know what "dispositive" means
but we had to search our 1894 Funk &
Wagnall's unabridged dictionary, which of-
fered the following: "dispositive (a.): dis-
posing, appertaining to disposition.
Under "disposition" were six definitions:
"(1) The act of arranging. (2) The state or
avenue of arranging. (3) Mental tendency
or inclination. (4) Natural organic ten-
dency of things. (5) An architectural
term. (6) A Scots Law term." And on the
web, Barbara found in Webster's Revised
Unabridged Dictionary (1913) : "Disposi-
tive a. [Cf. F. dispositif] Disposing; tend-
ing to regulate; decretive. [Obs.] E.g.:
'His dispositive wisdom and power.' -
Bates."

It's worrying that Time applies a 19th
century word to our candidate for Person
of the (20th) Century. We have no idea
how the editors will vote. Our betting is
with Chris Matthews of MSNBC/CNBC,
also pro-Churchill, who thinks Time may
avoid confronting the obvious and nomi-
nate "a construct of rhetoric," like "the
microchip." We'll soon know...

FEW REMAIN,
MANY ARE REMEMBERED
HENDON, LONDON, SEPTEMBER 15TH— T h e

Few are getting fewer. Fifty-nine years after
die Batde of Britain, barely 400 of die air
crew who saved Britain from invasion

continued overleaf...

FINEST HOUR 104 / 5



DATELINES

"The Few," continued

remain alive. But The Few were more nu-
merous than legend suggests. Nineteen
veterans gathered at the RAF Museum
here to celebrate publication of a book
that detailed the lives of all 2917 pilots
and other air crew who took part in the
battle from July to October 1940.

There is a misconception, according
to Kenneth Flynn, the book's New
Zealand author, that a handful of chaps
in handlebar moustaches and silk scarves
defeated the Luftwaffe. The Few, so
named in a speech by Churchill, were
many and varied, with American, Czech,
Polish, French, Belgian and Common-
wealth pilots as well as British.

Wing Commander Bob Doe, now
79, is the highest-scoring ace of the battle
still alive, having downed 14 1/2 enemy
aircraft (the half is accounted for by shar-
ing a kill with another aircraft). He was
himself shot down and still walks with a
limp. Cdr. Doe retired from the RAF in

Churchill painting in the South of France. (Peregrine Churchill photo)

UK Paintings Competition
Readers of Finest Hour are no

strangers to Churchill's love of painting
and his considerable skill with the brush.
Now the International Churchill Society
of the UK, in conjunction with the Asso-
ciation of Colleges, comprising 456 Col-
leges of Further Education in the United
Kingdom, have agreed to run an annual
painting competition. The Daily Tele-
graph has generously agreed to sponsor
the competition initially for two years.

The competition, to be launched in

1966 because, he says, he was bored. He
now runs a garage near Tunbridge Wells.
Doe flew Hurricanes and Spitfires. "You
didn't fly the Spitfire; you sat in it and it
became part of you," he said. German pi-
lots hated being downed by the Hurri-
cane. "To them it was very infra dig. If
they were going to be shot out of the sky
it had to be by Spitfire, the aircraft they
all admired." Twice as many German air-
craft were shot down by the slower and
less glamorous Hurricane.

September 15th was Battle of Britain
Day, the date in 1940 when Churchill
claimed 180 German aircraft shot down
or disabled, the highest day's total of the
battle. "He exaggerated, of course," said
Sir Christopher Foxley-Norris, chairman
of the Battle of Britain Fighter Pilots' As-
sociation. "The real total was probably
nearer 70. But so what? That's war."

-Alan Hamilton in The Times,
sent us by Alexander Justice,

graduate student, UCLA

2000, will be open
to art students from
all colleges in the
UK. Each college
can nominate one
student who will
have to produce an
example of his or
her work, which is
required to be a
landscape or a rural
scene. A short list of
twenty students will
be selected who will
then be asked to

produce a landscape
for the competition. A judging panel will
then vote on the three best pictures. The
first prize is £5000, the second prize
£2500 and the third prize £1000. Fur-
ther details are to be worked out with the
Association of Colleges and The Daily
Telegraph.

The Society is indebted to Earl Jelli-
coe, a Trustee of ICS UK, and the Hon.
Celia Sandys, both of whom have played
a considerable part in setting up this
worthwhile competition. Further details
will be published in due course.

-Nigel Knocker, Chairman, ICS UK
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SOME TOPPER
LONDON, JULY 20TH— On behalf of all

Canadian members, President Randy and
Mrs. Solveig Barber presented an official
Tilley Hat to our Patron, The Lady
Soames, in a visit to her house in West
London. A cordial invite to "elevenses" in
her charming back garden gave us the op-
portunity to present the world famous
headgear, recognized at once by our Pa-
tron. A special wide-brimmed model was
chosen to help shield her from the South
African sun. A few days later Lady
Soames departed with her niece, Celia
Sandys and other intrepids to retrace the
great escape of her father during the
Anglo-Boer War. (The story will appear
in our next issue. -Ed.) Lady Soames ex-
pressed delight and her sincere thanks to
all ICS Canada members for their gift.

CC SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
GEORGE TAMBLYN

The recipient of a
Churchill Center
scholarship to help
support his graduate
studies at the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh's
Centre for World War
II studies, George
Tamblyn was eight
years old when WW2
ended. The war and its aftermath made
an indelible impression on him. As a
schoolboy he was fascinated with aircraft,
especially bombers. While in law school
George also obtained a private pilot's li-
cense and has flown many planes, his
"apogee experience" being the piloting of
a B-17 in 1998. He has also engaged in
mock aerial dogfights using laser guns.

George practiced business law for 30
years in Oregon and Washington, repre-
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senting aerospace, computer hardware,
real estate, sales, manufacturing and sales
firms. With a partner, he took over a
troubled manufacturing operation which
had been an industry leader; through
1996 when he sold the company, it had
been increasingly profitable every year
since the takeover. He was also a candi-
date for Congress, running as a Democrat
for Washington's 8th District in 1992.

THE THINGS THEY SAY
PART 1,796: Pavlov's Dogs

Perennial American presidential
campaigner Pat Buchanan has had a lot
of media coverage over his view of World
War II: that it was a mistake to oppose
Hitler by going to war over Poland when
all Hitler wanted was to invade Russia.

We've been trying to resist being har-
nessed by the media-hyped controversy.
They ring their little chimes and like
Pavlov's dogs we salivate. The most outra-
geous suggestions are usually made by
people who are either running for some-
thing or have a book out. Unfortunately
the average pundits don't know enough to
reply properly to Buchanan's Hitler theo-
ries, so they fall back on the old reliable
Evil Hitler line. This is not enough, for in
terms of body counts, Stalin and Mao
surpassed Hitler. Tony Blankly, who does
know something about the subject, said:
"Pat's ideas make for a good academic de-
bate, but they're lousy politics."

That academic debate was offered in
endless depth in Finest Hour 79 through
82, when it was raised the last time by
Prof. John Charmley, who has consider-
ably superior intellectual credentials to
Mr. Buchanan. You can find these on our
website (check under "Opinion"), or buy
the fun-filled, brilliantly illustrated issues
themselves for $5 each from Churchill
Stores c/o greengail@aol.com.

NO NUKES FOR FRENCH
LONDON, OCTOBER 21ST— Churchill vetoed
a request by Anthony Eden in March
1945 to give the French details of prepa-
rations for the atomic bomb, according to
papers released to the Public Record Of-
fice. Eden argued that if the French were
not let in on the plans at some stage, they
would inevitably turn to the Russians and
develop a nuclear device with them. The

THE CHURCHILL CALENDAR
All postings welcome; owing to our quarterly schedule, we need copy at least three months in advance.

2000
9-17 February: Book signings, "Churchill: Wanted Dead or Alive" by Celia Sandys

eastern United States; details next issue or by post to local members
29 March-2 April: Churchill Center Board of Governors Meeting, Lansdowne, Virginia

10 May: 10th Anniversary of Alaska Churchillians, Anchorage, Alaska
27-28 May: Annual General Meeting, ICS/UK, Bletchley Park, Bucks.

Spring: The Churchill Lecture, Washington DC
13-17 September: 17th International Churchill Conference, Anchorage, Alaska

26-29 October CC Board of Governors Meeting, Chapel Hill, NC

2001
14 February: Centenary of Churchill's Entry into Parliament

Spring: Theme Conference, "Churchill and Secret Intelligence," location to be determined
Autumn: 18th International Churchill Conference, location to be determined

2002
Spring: 10th International Churchill Tour, England and Scotland;

19th International Churchill Conference, England

2003
Spring: Academic Symposium (tentative), Quebec, Canada

Summer: 20th International Churchill Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda

2004
Summer: 21st International Churchill Conference, USA

letter says that although the French
should not be allowed to participate in
the development immediately, "there is a
very strong case for giving them an assur-
ance that they will be admitted to some
degree, at any rate, of participation as
soon as security conditions permit [prob-
ably by the late summer and almost cer-
tainly before the end of the year]."

Eden disclosed that he had discussed
the issue with Sir John Anderson, then
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who had
agreed. He pointed out that the French
had helped the British up to 1940 and
had given early scientific aid to the Tube
Alloys project (the British code name for
developing the nuclear bomb). However,
he went on to voice concerns about the
more dangerous prospect of France's link-
ing up with the Russians: "The French
have made it clear that, if we and the
Americans do not in due course admit
them to participation, they will have to
turn to Russia. The very existence of two
competitive blocs on Tube Alloys within
the great powers could be a very serious
matter in itself."

Churchill took five days, to March

25th, to reject the proposal: "I certainly
do not agree that this secret should be im-
parted to die French. My agreement with
President Roosevelt in writing forbids ei-
ther party to reveal to anyone else the se-
cret... in all die circumstances our policy
should be to keep the matter so far as we
can control it in American and British
hands and leave the French and Russians
to do what they can."

WSC added, "I have never made the
slightest agreement with France or with
any Frenchman. I shall certainly urge the
President not to make or permit the
slightest disclosure to France or Russia."

The French later went on to develop
their own nuclear deterrent, but did not
test it until 1960.

CONNOISSEUR'S GUIDE REPRINT
LONDON, OCTOBER 17TH— Richard Lang-
worth's Connoisseur's Guide to the Books of
Sir Winston Churchill is to be reprinted in
early 2000 by the Chrysalis Group, incor-
porating all addenda, corrigenda and dis-
coveries since the first edition. Watch FH
for announcement of availability.

continued overleaf...
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AROUND & ABOUT

1 frc
rhe Observer (London) of October 31st carried a
front page article arguing that Heathrow Airport

should be renamed for Churchill. Auberon Waugh
replied in the Daily Telegraph that "the collapsing left-
wing former intelligentsia" are hoping "to discredit
Churchill, our last great Englishman, by equating him
with the ugliest, dirtiest and most inefficient corner of
modern Britain. The least we can do is to organize a
campaign against this shoddy proposal. Between cam-
paigning and counter-campaigning, we will all have
found something to do"....On November 2nd the Paris

Churchill Statue (FH101, p. 5) had its hands daubed with red paint and the words
"Mers el Kebir, 1300 killed" scrawled on it, referring to the British fleet bombard-
ment of French vessels in the Algerian port during WW2. The French government
had already surrendered when the incident took place in July 1940 and there were
fears their fleet could fall into German hands. The statue was vandalised with Franco-
British relations at a new low because of the row over the French ban on British beef.
Responding to this matter on the Churchill Center e-mail discussion group, Dr.
Robert Caputi wrote: "The silver lining, of course, is that some French are reading
their own history. I'd skip the chapters on 1940 if I were a Parisian"....Elsewhere in the
City of Light, Churchill is still riding high. Robert Hardy, the "All Creatures Great
and Small" actor who cornered the market on Winston Churchill roles (and won an
ICSICC Honorary Membership for accuracy) plays WSC opposite de Gaulle in a fin
de siecle special inspired by the French Government, which runs through February. As
he has since the 1990 Churchill Conference in San Francisco, Hardy suggested Sir
Anthony Hopkins play Churchill. Hopkins wasn't interested and, as far as we are con-
cerned, history is the winner. Why trade a sure thing for a dark horse? Official biogra-
pher of Winston Churchill, longtime ICS/CC Honorary Member Sir Martin Gilbert
has joined the Claremont Institute as a Distinguished Fellow, giving lectures at Clare-
mont gatherings annually. Claremont President Larry Arnn first learned of the work
of Gilbert "while several of us were graduate students under Sir Martin's longtime
friend, Professor Harry Jaffa. It was my privilege to help with his work on the official
biography in Oxford for three years. From this long acquaintance we know Sir Martin
to set the highest standards of accuracy, proportion, and justice in his monumental
work." More details on Claremont's website (www.claremont.org/publications/gilbert.cfrn),
or its home page (www.claremont.org). Kenneth Lake of Loughton, Essex tells the
Daily Telegraph (October 1 lth) that currently fashionable non-confrontational poli-
tics are un-English: Harold Macmillan said of Anthony Eden: "He is forever poised
between a cliche and an indiscretion." Clement Attlee described Churchill as "fifty
percent genius, fifty percent bloody fool"; Churchill called Attlee "a sheep in sheep's
clothing" and "a modest man who has much to be modest about." Churchill also de-
molished the Baldwin Government as being "decided only to be undecided, resolved
to be irresolute, adamant for drift, solid for fluidity, all-powerful to be impotent,"
while Baldwin put Lloyd George in his place: "He spent his whole life plastering to-
gether the true and the false, and therefore manufacturing the plausible." Good
British invective goes back at least to Benjamin Disraeli, when he said that Robert
Peel was "the arch-mediocrity who presides, rather than rules, over a cabinet of medi-
ocrities...peremptory in the little questions, the great ones he left open." Says Mr.
Lake: "You don't get epigrams like that nowadays." You don't? What about Tony Blair
on the Tories: "the Party of Pinochet, foxhunting and hereditary peers: the indefensi-
ble, the inedible, the unelectable." And (after the rejected Test Ban Treaty), Bill Clin-
ton on the Republicans: "recklessly partisan isolationists betting our children's future."
And the Republicans, fighting back: "naive leftist ideologues compromising national
security in search of a legacy other than scandal." Not bad! $

ADDENDA & CORRIGENDA
(Or: "Nothing is too old to correct...")

FH 89: Contrary to Henry Crooks's
account on page 49, Gerald McCue
writes, "what Cockroft and Walton did in
1933 was very important, but it was
'splitting the atom,' not 'fission.' They
bombarded the relatively simple nuclei of
lithium by injecting energy chipped off
nuclei of hydrogen. Not until 1938 did
German chemists Hahn and Meitner
demonstrate that uranium nuclei could
be blown apart into medium weight nu-
clei, with copious release of energy (fis-
sion) and a chain reaction, either control-
lable or explosive."

FH 95: In "Churchill and the Liti-
gious Lord," we converted sterling to dol-
lars throughout at $1.70 to £1 but one
conversion ("over £125,000 or $800,000
in current value") should read
"$200,000." Thanks for this to Robert
Ledermann.

FH 102: In "Churchill and the Art
of the Statesman-Writer," page 19,
William Manchester says of Churchill's
youth: "One percent of [Britain's] popula-
tion—some 33,000 people—owned two-
thirds of its wealth." Albert Sheridan re-
minds us that 33,000 is one percent of
3.3 million. But Britain's population at
Churchill's birth was closer to 33 million,
in which case one-tenth of one percent of
her population controlled two-thirds of
Britain's wealth.

In "Armorial Bearings," page 22, col-
umn 2, line 1, end of sentence: for
"Sable" read "Sable [and not as illus-
trated]." On page 23, column 1, line 13:
for "add" read "omit." Author Paul
Courtenay writes: "In the colour trans-
parency of Charles Lusteds painting, I
failed to notice that he used incorrect
tinctures, so my script does not describe
Lusted's cover picture. In layman's lan-
guage he has shown two wreaths, both
red and black. But as depicted in my Fig-
ure 6, only the dexter (lefthand side from
the view of the observer) wreath should
appear, and it should be white and black."

FH 103: In our list of residences
(page 46) we omitted the last two tempo-
rary residences of Winston Churchill:
Hosey Rigge, Westerham (1923-24; nick-
named "Coscy Pigge" by WSC); and 67
Westminster Gardens (Jul.-Oct. 1945,
loaned to the Churchills by Duncan
Sandys). In C. P. Snow's essay, page 14,
we said Pamela Plowden in 1904 married
Victor Lytton, "later the Earl of Lytton."
Charles W. Snyder, biographer of the first
Earl Lytton, tells us that Victor was al-
ready an Earl (he inherited in 1891) when
he married Pamela Plowden in 1902.
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T T T / ' " Lady Soames at the opening of
\^J JL\J'Churchill: The Evidence" exhibit at
the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh on
5 June 1999. Left to right: Dr. Piers Brendon,
keeper of the Churchill Archives Centre; Lord
Crawford, chairman of Trustees of the NLS; Lady
Soames; and Dr. Alan Marchbank, director of
Public Services at the NLS. The Churchill Center
has been working on the possibility of bringing this
Exhibit to North America. Striving to support
British Churchill institutions as best it can, the
Center has also been developing websites for
Chartwell and the Cabinet War Rooms, which are
now accessible through "Links" on The Churchill
Center's home page, www.winstonchurchill.org.

LOCAL & NATIONAL _____

California
COTO DE CAZA, JUNE 27TH— Churchill Cen-

ter members and history aficionados met
at the home of Loreen and Andrew Guil-
ford for the second organizational meet-
ing of California Churchillians, attended
by several high-ranking Orange County
judges. After dinner, guests made brief
presentations on candidates for the "Per-
son of the Century," and a vote was taken
which produced an interesting Top Ten
list. Point scores were: Churchill 139,
Franklin Roosevelt 126, Mahatma Gandhi
104, Eisenhower 76, "The American Tax-
payer" 60, Eleanor Roosevelt 56, Margaret
Thatcher 55, Henry Ford 54, Mother
Teresa 52 and Ronald Reagan 46.

Extolling the virtues of candidate
Churchill was left to Brooks Hoar, who
hosted our first meeting a few months
ago. Brooks made an interesting compari-
son between Churchill and Hitler, noting
both were once veterans, painters, and
writers, although the resemblance
stopped there. Eisenhower was champi-
oned by David Sills, presiding justice of
the County Court of Appeal. Mr. and
Mrs. Gerald Kambestad talked about
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, while
Raymond Kann gave effective support for
Margaret Thatcher. Andrew Guilford
spoke of religious leaders, focusing on
Mother Teresa. Curt Zoller, author of the
"Churchilltrivia" column in Finest Hour,
showed love of long-shots by arguing for
Willem Einthoven. A humorous but ef-
fective slap shot for Wayne Gretzky was
taken by Justice Bill Bedsworth, who
noted that Churchill suffers from looking

alternately like a bulldog or an infant!
Our budding California group, now

named "The Churchillians," met again
for dinner at the Queen Mary in Long
Beach on November 20th, where our
guest was Professor of English Paul Alkon
of the University of Southern California,
a contributor to Finest Hour and our
Marlborough Symposium in 1998. Dr.
Alkon's topic was "Churchill and his Lit-
erary Genius," a subject well received by
the multitude.

If you would like to assist in organiz-
ing further California events—and, even-
tually, a Churchill Conference there—
please contact Curt Zoller, 21335 Amora
Street, Mission Viejo CA 92692, tele-
phone (714) 581-6834, e-mail zcurt
@earthlink.net.

New England
BOSTON, OCTOBER 12TH— Honorary Mem-
ber Winston S. Churchill, on a book
signing tour of the Eastern USA for The
Great Republic, his new book of his
grandfather's writings on America, spoke
tonight at the African Meeting House to
a capacity crowd of Boston Athenasum
and Churchill Center members. He was
introduced by Richard Langworth, who
borrowed the lines of Mark Twain when
introducing Winston's grandfather 99
years ago in New York City. (See review
of The Great Republic in this issue.)

New England Churchillians meet pe-
riodically, but we lack an annual dinner
to mark Churchill's birthday. If you wish
to help organize this or other meetings,
please contact the editor, Finest Hour.

Pennsylvania
DOWNINGTOWN, NOVEMBER 6TH— Craig

Horn, a Governor of The Churchill Cen-
ter, spoke tonight about Churchill's fa-
mous "what-if" published in our last
issue, "If Lee Had Not Won the Battle of
Gettysburg," at a meeting of Pennsylva-
nia Churchillians at their favorite pub,
"No. 10 Downing Street." Craig's appre-
ciation followed a cocktail hour and din-
ner. Members interested in future local
events in eastern Pennsylvania should
contact Richard Raffauf, 116 Hampshire
Rd., Reading PA 19608, telephone (610)
777-1653 (e-mail iconsort @ptd.net) or
Phyllis Ruoff, 39 West Greenhill Rd.,
Broomall PA 19008, telephone (610)
353-6447 (e-mail rruff@aol.com).

Ohio
CLEVELAND, NOVEMBER 9TH— Carol Breck-

enridge spoke tonight at a meeting of
Northern Ohio Churchillians at the
Greenbrier Suite, 1300 Terminal Tower,
following a sumptuous catered dinner.
Her topic was "The Power of Art as Ther-
apy in the Life of Winston Churchill," a
phenomenon Sir Winston was well
equipped to demonstrate through his
painting. This followed Michael McMe-
namin's July 13th presentation, "The
Golden Age of Churchill as a Writer."

Michael has sent members a survey
form soliciting views on different formats
for future meetings: What if we did more
informal discussion sessions instead of a
steady diet of formal presentations? All
you'd have to do in the latter case is

continued overleaf...
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select a topic, volunteer to lead the dis-
cussion, assign selected readings from li-
braries, and have opinions with the will-
ingness to share them.

If you haven't already responded to
Michael's question, or wish to assist in
any way, please contact Alexis at Michael
McMenamin's office: Walter & Haver-
field, 1300 Terminal Tower, Cleveland,
OH 44113, telephone (216) 781-1212.

ABOVE: Washington Society's Executive
Committee. L-R: Craig Horn, Chris Harmon,
Caroline Hartzler, Walt Govenda, John Mather.

BELOW: David Jablonsky with Lady Soames.

Washington
NOVEMBER i ITH— The Washington Society
for Churchill, a Churchill Center Affili-
ate, has held three successful events this
year: a March dinner meeting witli Lady
Soames and speaker David Jablonsky of
the National War College, Carlisle, Penn-
sylvania; a midsummer picnic at the
home of Craig and Lorraine Horn; and
an Armistice Day (November 11th) din-
ner followed by a lecture,"The Churchill
Statue and his Honorary U.S. Citizen-
ship," Prof. John A. Ramsden, Washing-
ton DC. At the picnic, Dr. Max Owens
of the Naval War College spoke about the
Civil War portion of Churchill's History
of the English Speaking Peoples, while
Craig Horn discussed Churchill's 1930
essay in counterfactual history, "If Lee
Had Not Won the Battle of Gettysburg"
(FH103).

The Society continues to offer its
enamel pin, SEND FOR CHURCHILL. This re-
production of the 1951 British General
Election campaign pin that saw

Churchill's Tories
victorious and
Churchill Prime
Minister again is
identical to the
original. These
quality pins are
available for $10
postpaid by check or money order from
the Washington Society for Churchill, c/o
Dan Borinsky, 2080 Old Bridge Road
#203, Lake Ridge VA 22192.

Ron Helgemo has left the area after a
long and successful tenure as President of
the Washington Society. In his place is
Caroline Hartzler, 5956 Coopers Landing
Court, Burke VA 22015, telephone (703)
503-9226. Contact Caroline if you can
assist or sponsor events.

Dallas
NOVEMBER 30TH— Following meetings in
June and October, North Texas members
ended 1999 with a Champagne soiree at
the home of David and Barbara Willette.
(David is relieving Nathan Hughes as
chairman, after Nathan's five years of
faithful service.) The June 30th event,
hosted by John and Marilyn Williams,
was a program by Nathan and Selma
Hughes of selected letters between WSC
and his wife from Lady Soames's book.
On October 3rd the group enjoyed "The
Challenge of Churchill," a presentation at
the University of Dallas by Dr. Charles
Sullivan and Mr. Andrew Moran. They
discussed the University's "Churchill in
England" program, which earned two
scholarships from The Churchill Center.

For latest Dallas meeting plans, or to
volunteer your assistance, please contact
David Willette at (214) 750-6009.

London
NOVEMBER 30TH— One of the most suc-
cessful meetings of the International
Churchill Society of the UK occurred at
the Cabinet War Rooms, where distin-
guished Britons gathered for book sign-
ings with members of the Churchill fam-
ily including Lady Soames and Celia
Sandys. The guest list, still incomplete at
this writing, was to include former Prime
Ministers Lady Thatcher and Sir Edward
Heath. More about this event in our next
issue.

Kansas
IOLA, KANSAS— Several years ago a beautiful
veterans memorial wall was erected here
to commemorate 7000 local veterans of
wars since 1812. In front of the wall is a
plaza of flagstones commemorating local
businesses, organizations and families. I
purchased one of these and, as you can
see, Churchill's name is one of four indi-
viduals I chose to recognize. Samuel Hub-
bard was my great-great-grandfather who
came to America in 1857 to help make
Kansas a free state. General Frederick
Funston was a local Medal of Honor win-
ner whose historic home I helped bring
to the square. I founded Iola's "Buster"
Keaton festivals in honor of another local
whose name you will recognize.

I fell under the spell of Winston
Churchill thirty-seven years ago at the age
of fourteen, and through Finest Hour my
appreciation of him has only grown. Crit-
icism rather than compliments seem more
common in this life; thus I want you all
to know that I most certainly appreciate
all that you have done and continue to
do. -Clyde W. Toland ®

The Iola, Kansas memorial to Allen County vet-
erans (above), and Clyde Toland's memorial.

IM MEMORY OF

SAMUEL HUBARD-
:-vKS MILITIA'1864 :."

: fREDERJCK FURSTON:

• '•-•••••
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SEMPER PARATUS
An old friend of my family, a for-

mer judge and chief executive officer of a
large forestry company, told me about
Winston Churchill's visit to Vancouver
during his lecture tour in 1929. The Law
Society of British Columbia had invited
him to address them at a dinner in the
Grouse Mountain Chalet Restaurant. My
friend was entrusted with making all the
arrangements.

Our liquor laws at that time (and
for long afterwards) were very primitive
and restrictive. To get permission for alco-
holic drinks at a function, one had to
fight a lot of red tape and pay fees to the
Provincial government ministry, the
Liquor Control Board, and the munici-
pality. Apparently one of these had turned
down the application.

On the afternoon of the dinner my
friend received a phone call from
Randolph Churchill who was accompa-
nying his father: "Mr. , my father

has heard that there are to be no drinks at
the dinner tonight." "I'm afraid that is
so," my friend replied, hearing very audi-
ble rumblings in the background. "Well,"
said Randolph, "my father says if there are
no drinks he won't come."

At this point my friend, a rather
short-tempered man, who had gone to a
lot of trouble over the dinner, blew his
top: "You tell your father that if he does-
n't come I will blacken his name right
across Canada!" And he slammed down
the telephone.

When my friend arrived at the

Chalet he saw Churchill, some fifty yards
away, working at his easel. On spotting
my friend, WSC called out, slapping a
bulge in his jacket pocket, "It's all right—
I've brought my own!" Thus Winston
Churchill did show up for the dinner—
suitably chastened, but not without per-
sonal resources... -DLJ

"HOW HIGH WOULD IT COME?"
Despite his reputation, no one ever

saw Churchill the worse for drink. "My
father taught me to have the utmost con-
tempt for people who get drunk," he said
once. But Churchill fanned that reputa-
tion, taking great pride in his alcoholic
capacity. ("I have taken more out of alco-
hol than alcohol has taken out of me," he
would often say.) Winston Churchill in
his recent book tour of America recalled
how his father Randolph was entrusted
by his grandfather with laying in a good-
ly supply of "medicine" housed in a vari-
ety of large glass containers for their entry
into Prohibition America.

This and the Vancouver story above
remind me of a famous tableau with
Churchill and his friend Professor
Lindemann, which they must have enact-
ed on many occasions, so often has it
been reliably described to me in different
venues. Glancing about the room they
were in, Churchill would demand in a
loud voice: "Prof! Pray calculate the vol-
ume of Champagne, whiskey and other
spirits I have consumed in my entire life
and tell us how high it would reach if
poured into this room."

Frederick Lindemann would take
out his slide rule and calculate (or pretend
to calculate) the necessary figures. Finally
he would frown and say, "I'm sorry,
Winston, it would reach only to our
ankles" (or "knees" if it were a particular-
ly small room). Churchill would sigh and
say, "How much to do...how little time
remains." -RML

UNITED STATES OF EUROPE
Debate over whether Britain should

forsake the pound for the euro and fur-
ther integrate into the European
Community sent several people, holding
divers views of these questions, to us for
Churchill's words on the subject. Many
knew part of the following quote but not

all of it. Thinking it must have been post-
WW2, we could not immediately find it.
Small wonder! It appeared in Churchill's
"The United States of Europe," published
in The Saturday Evening Post in America
and John Bull in England on 15 February
1930. On 29 May 1938, just before
Munich put an end to such happy mus-
ings, it was republished in The News of the
World as, "Why Not 'The United States
of Europe'?" It appears in book form only
in The Collected Essays of Sir Winston
Churchill, Volume II "Churchill and
Politics," London: Library of Imperial
History 1976, pp. 176-86. If readers
wish, we could reprint the entire article.

"We [Britain] are bound to further
every honest and practical step which the
nations of Europe may make to reduce
the barriers which divide them and to
nourish their common interests and their
common welfare. We rejoice at every
diminution of the internal tariffs and the
martial armaments of Europe. We see
nothing but good and hope in a richer,
freer, more contented European com-
monalty. But we have our own dream and
our own task. We are with Europe, but
not of it. We are linked, but not com-
prised. We are interested and associated,
but not absorbed. And should European
statesmen address us in the words which
were used of old, 'Wouldest thou be spo-
ken for to the king, or the captain of the
host?', we should reply, with the
Shunammite woman: 'I dwell among
mine own people.'"

THAT "HUN" QUOTE
Last issue in this space we discussed

Churchill's quip (which he quoted from
an unidentified source), "The Hun is
always at your throat or at your feet." We
said that the quotation, uttered in a 1943
speech, did not appear where the citation
indicated, in a speech in Britain on 14
May 1943 (as stated in Kay Halle's
Irrepressible Churchill). No wonder:
Churchill was in America at the time. G.
Davis of Stockton, California put us on
to the correct source: Churchill's speech
to the United States Congress on 19 May
1943. You'll find it in Onwards to Victory,
Cassell edition, page 100. But we still
don't know where it originated. M>
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REFLECTIONS AT CENTURY'S END

MAN OF THE MILLENNIUM?
Snould We Not Say of tne Millennium, "Tkis Was Its Finest Hour"?

WINSTON S. CHURCHILL

FOR my part, there
is no query about
the title of this ad-

dress, but I realise that
some may have some al-
ternative candidates. You
may say I am biased and,
of course, you would be
right. There are many
eminent candidates for
"Man of the Millen-
nium," from Shakespeare
to Napoleon, from
Leonardo to Einstein
and, in the league of
monsters, from Hitler to

Stalin. But I advance my proposition with force and convic-
tion on the basis that, in the greatest war of history, no single
individual made a greater contribution to turning the tide of
victory and securing a favourable outcome than Winston
Churchill. On that basis, I am hopeful that, before you hear
me out, I may have persuaded some of the waverers among
you to my point of view.

The critical moment came in May and June of 1940,
when the fate of Europe—indeed of the whole world—hung
in the balance. At dawn on 10th May, Hitler launched his
blitzkrieg against Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg and
France. That very day the British nation, in its hour of crisis,
turned to Winston Churchill as its leader. Within six weeks
all effective resistance to the Nazi onslaught was at an end
and many, even among the friends of Britain overseas, be-
lieved that it would only be a matter of weeks before Britain,
too, surrendered.

As France was falling, one French General declared:
"In three weeks England will have her neck wrung like a
chicken." This prompted my grandfather, when addressing
the Canadian Parliament in Ottawa on 30 December 1941,
to make his famous quip: "Some chicken, some neck!"

Viewed objectively, Britain's position was hopeless.

Mr. Churchill is a Trustee of The Churchill Center. He has been a
writer and lecturer for his entire career, which also includes 27 years as
a Member of Parliament. This is the text of a speech he made during
his recent American book signing tour.

THE SUNDAY TIMES, 29 NOVEMBER 1953

Hider had amassed a huge
war-machine, out-produc-
ing Britain in almost every
field of military production
by a factor of two or even
three to one. Europe was at
his mercy. Soviet Russia
was his ally. Only 21 miles
of English Channel stood
between him and his next
intended conquest. The
mood at home was di-
vided.

Even after Churchill be-
came Prime Minister
there were many Mem-

bers of Parliament, and even a handful of Ministers, who
favoured a "negotiated settlement" with Hitler. Of course it
would have been dressed up as a Peace Agreement, but it
would have amounted to surrender, with the dismantling of
both the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force. Had this come
about, Hitler would have been free to turn East with all his
might to defeat Stalin's Russia. Then he would have turned
West once again and all the apparatus of Nazi domination—
concentration camps and death-camps—would have been
established in England's green and pleasant land.

All prospect of eventual liberation would be extin-
guished, for it would have been impossible for our friends in
the United States and Canada, Australia and New Zealand,
to mount a D-Day invasion from 3000 miles across the At-
lantic. In such circumstances it is quite possible that, to this
day, the Nazi swastika would be flying over London and the
capital cities of Europe.

Churchill's strength as a war leader rested in his burn-
ing conviction, in the teeth of all the odds, that in our Is-
land, we were unconquerable. Second, and equal to that, was
his ability to communicate that spirit of resolution to the
British nation. In the words of the American broadcaster Ed-
ward R. Murrow, later reiterated by President John F.
Kennedy, Churchill "mobilised the English language, and
sent it into battle." His wartime speeches at that turning-
point of history were as remarkable as they are memorable.

In his first address to Parliament, on becoming Prime
Minister, he declared:
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I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat....You
ask what is our policy? I will say: It is to wage war by sea,
land and air with all our might and with all the strength that
God can give us: to wage war against a monstrous tyranny,
never surpassed in the dark, lamentable catalogue of human
crime. That is our policy. You ask what is our aim? I can
answer in one word: Victory—victory at all costs, victory in
spite of all terror, victory, however long and hard the road
will be; for without victory, there is no survival..

Within five weeks France had fallen and Hitler was free to
direct all his might against Britain. In his speech to the
House of Commons of 18 June, Churchill warned:

What Gen. Weygand called the Battle of France is over. I
expect that the Battle of Britain is about to begin. Upon this
battle depends the survival of Christian civilisation. Upon it
depends our own British life and the long continuity of our
institutions and our Empire. The whole fury and might of the
enemy must very soon be turned on us. Hider knows that he
will have to break us in this island or lose me war. If we can
stand up to him all Europe may be free and the life of the
world may move forward into broad, sunlit uplands. But if we
fail, then the whole world, including the United States, includ-
ing all that we have known and cared for, will sink into the
abyss of a new Dark Age made more sinister, and perhaps
more protracted, by the lights of perverted science. Let us,
therefore, brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves
that, if the British Empire and its Commonwealth last for a
thousand years, men will still say, "This was their finest hour."

Of all the words which must forever move English and
French hearts, none could be more powerful than the closing
words of his broadcast to the French in 1940:

Goodnight then: sleep to gather strength for the morn-
ing. For the morning will come. Brightly will it shine
upon the brave and the true, kindly upon all who suffer
for the cause, glorious upon the tombs of the heroes.
Thus will shine the dawn. Vive la France! Long live also
the forward march of the common people in all the lands
towards their just and true inheritance, and towards the
broader and fuller age.

WHEN, later, he reflected upon the momentous
day, 10 May 1940, when he had become Prime
Minister, Churchill recalled his feelings, as he

went to bed in the early hours: "I was conscious of a pro-
found sense of relief...I felt as if I were walking with destiny
and that all my past life had been but a preparation for this
hour and for this trial."

Of all the remarkable qualities of Winston Churchill
there is none more amazing than his unshakable belief in his
destiny. As a young man he once confided to Violet Asquith:
"We are all worms. But I do believe that I am a glow-worm!"
Indeed, even before that, while still a schoolboy at Harrow,
he had already developed a keen sense of his purpose here on

earth. When, years later in the late 1950s, it was announced
that my late father Randolph would write the official biogra-
phy of his father, Sir Murland Evans, a school-fellow of my
grandfather's at Harrow wrote my father recalling a conversa-
tion he had had with the young Winston in 1891, when they
were both just sixteen years old. As he remembered, "It was a
summer's evening in one of those dreadful basement rooms
in the Headmaster's House, a Sunday evening, to be exact,
after chapel evensong." Murland Evans had been stunned by
their conversation and recorded it with the utmost clarity. I
should like to share his recollection:

We frankly discussed our futures. After placing me in
the Diplomatic Service, perhaps because of my French

• descent from Admiral de Grasse who was defeated by
Lord Rodney in the Battle of the Saints, 1782; or alterna-
tively in finance, following my father's career, we came to
his own future. "Will you go into the army?" I asked. "I
don't know, it is probable, but I shall have great adven-
tures beginning soon after I leave here."

"Are you going into politics? Following your fatlier?"
"I don't know, but it is more than likely because, you

see, I am not afraid to speak in public."
"You do not seem at all clear about your intentions or

desires."
"That may be, but I have a wonderful idea of where I

shall be eventually. I have dreams about it."
"Where is that?"
"Well, I can see vast changes coming over a now

peaceful world; great upheavals, terrible struggles, wars
such as one cannot imagine; and I tell you London will
be in danger—London will be attacked and I shall be
very prominent in the defence of London."

"How can you talk like that? We are for ever safe from
invasion, since the days of Napoleon."

"I see further ahead than you do. I see into the future.
This country will be subjected somehow to a tremendous
invasion, by what means I do not know, but [warming to
his subject] I tell you I shall be in command of the de-
fences of London and I shall save London and England
from disaster."

"Will you be a general then, in command of the troops?"
"I don't know; dreams of the future are blurred but

the main objective is clear. I repeat—London will be in
danger and in the high position I shall occupy, it will fall
to me to save the Capital, to save the Empire."

PREPOSTEROUS talk from a teenager, you may say;
but, as it turned out, incredibly prescient. Armed with
this belief in his destiny, he seems to have concluded

that he was bullet-proof and, after graduating from Harrow
to Sandhurst, he proceeded to launch himself into a military
career with an almost complete lack of regard for his per-
sonal safety.

At the age of 20, he was commissioned in die 4th Hus-
sars. Months before, his father had died, and with a glam-
orous and extravagant mother, he was left penniless to make
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"I can see vast changes coming over a
now peaceful world; great upheavals,
terrible struggles, wars such as one
cannot imagine; and I tell you Lon-
don will be in danger—London will
be attacked and / shall be very
prominent in the defence of London."

Churchill to Murland Evans, Harrow, 1891

his way in the world on his own devices. He had a burning
ambition and determination to enter politics to vindicate the
memory of his father, who had died at the young age of 46
after a brilliant but doomed career.

IN those days entering politics required either money or
fame. Not having the former he determined to secure the
latter. He made it his business, using all the influences at

his command—most especially that of his mother, Lady
Randolph Churchill—to seek out wars wherever they were
to be found with the aim of earning a reputation for bravery.
Thus in 1895, on his 21st birthday, he was in Cuba observ-
ing the Cuban revolt against Spain, tasting enemy fire for
the first time when a bullet flew between him and the drum-
stick of a chicken he was about to swallow, prompting him
to remark: "There is nothing so exhilarating as to be shot at
without effect."

From there he went to the North West Frontier of
India where he saw action with the Malakand Field Force;
while everyone else took cover, he calmly paraded along the
skirmish line on his white charger in view of the enemy.
Then in 1898 with the 21st Lancers, he took part in one of
the last great cavalry charges of history at the Battle of Om-
durman in the Sudan.

This year marks the 125th anniversary of my grandfa-
ther's birth and, indeed, the centenary of his imprisonment
in Pretoria, following his capture by the Boers, in the Ar-
moured Train incident of which he gave such a lively and
vivid account in London to Ladysmith via Pretoria and My
Early Life. Heedless of personal danger and with bullets fly-
ing all around, he managed to extricate the locomotive, en-
abling it to get away, loaded with the wounded on the coal-
tender. While confined in Pretoria he stood at a crossroads of
his life. Just 25 years old, he was determined to escape. It was
a throw of the dice whether he would buy a bullet from one
of the guards manning the perimeter fence, or whether he
would make good his escape and secure the fame for which
he so unashamedly yearned. Fortunately for the world it was
the latter and, by his dramatic escape he became the popular
hero of the hour.

When one considers the number of occasions on
which he hazarded his life, even after he resigned his com-
mission and entered Parliament at the age of 26 in 1900 —
walking out of the wreck of a crashed airplane in the earliest
days of aviation, serving in the trenches of Flanders where he
commanded the 6th Battalion of the Royal Scots Fusiliers in
the line in 1917, and again when he was knocked down by a
New York taxi in 1930—one cannot help but reflect that his
preservation through all these hazards was nothing short of
miraculous.

But as remarkable as his firm belief in his own destiny
was the incredible roller-coaster of his political career, which
spanned 55 years from his election to Parliament in 1900,
aged 26 in the reign of Queen Victoria, to the reign of
Queen Elizabeth and the thermonuclear age. On no fewer
than four occasions his political career hit rock-bottom and
was judged by many to be finished. But each time he
climbed back from the abyss, defying those who had prema-
turely written his political obituary.

Marked out at an early age as a future Prime Minister,
he rose rapidly to be Home Secretary at 34, and First Lord of
the Admiralty at 36, where responsibility fell to him to pre-
pare the Fleet for war against Germany. But then, in 1915,
he became the scapegoat for the failure of the Dardanelles
landings, and there was a general conviction that his political
career was over. Thereupon he went into the trenches as a
soldier in Flanders. Within two years, he was back again
under Lloyd George, first as Minister of Munitions and then
Colonial Secretary until, in 1922 with the fall of the Liberal
Government, as he put it: "In the twinkling of an eye I
found myself without an office, without a seat, without a
party and without an appendix."

After two more years in the political wilderness, he was
back in Parliament, back in politics, back in the ranks of the
Conservative Party and—to the amazement of all, not least
himself—Chancellor of the Exchequer. But then in 1929,
following the defeat of the Tories, he found himself cast into
the wilderness—this time for fully ten years, during which
he became increasingly alienated from his party over the
rearmament of Germany. It was this defeat that prompted
his lengthy journey across Canada and America and led him
to write to his wife: "Only one goal still attracts me, and if
that were barred, I should quit the dreary field of politics for
pastures new."

These ten years in the wilderness were, undoubtedly,
the toughest period of his life. He saw with the utmost clar-
ity the looming danger and tried, desperately, to warn the
world before it was too late—but all in vain. It was only just
before the outbreak of war in 1939 that he was invited to re-
sume his old post at the Admiralty. There it fell to him for
the second time in a quarter-century to prepare the Fleet for
war. When he became Prime Minister the following year he
was already 65 years of age and qualified to draw the old age
pension. After six long years of war, during which he led
Britain and the world to Victory over Hitler, he was abruptly
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cast aside by the British electorate. Then, against all the odds,
in 1951—at the age of 76—he made his fourth and final
comeback from the politically dead, becoming Prime Minis-
ter again and remaining in office into his 81st year.

On the occasion of his 80th birthday in 1954, looking
back on the wartime years, he replied reflectively to the con-
gratulations of his colleagues of all parties: "I have never ac-
cepted what many people have kindly said, namely, that I in-
spired the nation. Their will was resolute and remorseless,
and as it proved, unconquerable. It was the nation and the
race dwelling all round the globe that had the lion's heart. I
had to the luck to be called upon to give the roar!"

It is with a sense of awe that one considers his remark-
able life and his brilliant achievements. By the time of his
death at the age of 90, he had published some fifty volumes

of history, biography and speeches. At his beloved home of
Chartwell in Kent there were nearly 500 canvasses that he
had painted, some of remarkable quality. In addition he
built, largely with his own hands, three cottages and a high
wall round his extensive vegetable garden. And to think that,
in between, he managed to find the time to beat the day-
lights out of Hitler....

His was a remarkable life to which none can hold a
candle. When I call him "Man of the Millennium," I do so
with deliberation and conviction. Imagine for an instant how
different the world would be today if the Nazi Swastika still
floated over London and all the capital cities of Europe. It
does not bear thinking about. But it is on that basis that I
salute Winston Churchill as the Man of the Millennium.
And I venture to think that I am not alone. $i

CHURCHILL THE GREAT?
Wky the Vote Will Not Be Unanimous

DOUGLAS J. HALL

EIGHT of Finest Hour's nine
articles nominating Churchill
for Time magazine's designa-

tion as "Person of the Century,"
which concluded in our last number,
were written by Americans,
Canadians and an Australian. But
Churchill was British—why the dis-
crepancy? For one thing, non-Britons
tend to see the Churchill of the
world's stage—statesman, sage, even
saviour. In Britain he may be seen as
all those things, and more—but
invariably with some modification,
arising from his record as a party
politician. And, it must be said, that is
where the water begins to get muddy.

In most true democracies politi-
cians are, in the nature of things,
often at odds with up to roughly half
the electorate at any one time. Over
his long career Churchill certainly pushed his luck in that
respect. By transferring his allegiance from the Conservatives
to the Liberals and back again he was successively at odds
with all of the people for at least some of the time.

The Labour Party was formed in 1900, the very year
that Churchill was first elected to Parliament, and it was

Mr. Hall is FH's feature editor and Churchilliana columnist.

Speaking in 1924

always his sworn enemy. It might be
said that the Labour Party and
Churchill grew up together, in the
political sense of course. If Churchill
had his finest hour in 1940, the result
of the 1945 general election clearly
illustrates who had taken over the lion's
roar. There is a popular theory that the
growth of the Labour Party in Britain
had much to do with the perceived
need of working people and trade
unionists to unite in force in order to
provide a sufficient counterweight to
Winston Churchill. If that is so he has
a lot to answer for.

Churchill alienated thousands of
soldiers over the Gallipoli fiasco in
World War I (they dismissed as "white-
wash" the findings of the Royal
Commission on the Dardanelles) and
his subsequent appearance in the

trenches of the western front—as they saw it—over-promot-
ed, untrained, improperly dressed and plied with regular lux-
ury food parcels from Fortnum & Mason. After three gener-
ations that enmity still survives powerfully in many British
families.

Churchill's stance in the 1930s resulted in a widely
held view that it was his "warmongering" which provoked
Hitler into inflicting another war upon a British population
still bearing the scars of the last one and aching for peace. »
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He roundly condemned as "abject, squalid and shameless"
the Oxford Union motion "That this House refuses...to fight
for King and Country"; but there is clear evidence that at the
time the students were probably much closer to the pulse of
public opinion. The NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard) factor
applied and Churchill's warnings about Hitler's aspirations
in far away places with strange sounding names were not
widely seen as a matter of closely relevant concern until at
least 1939. Indeed the same factor prevailed in the USA right
up until December 1941.

"Good old Winnie" was by no means a universal cry
during World War II, either amongst the beleaguered civil-
ian population or the often reluctant soldiery. Many squad-
dies who had responded to Churchill's call to "defend our
island" were seriously disaffected by their experiences on the
other side of the world in Japanese POW camps.

The result of the 1945 general election stands as testi-
mony to all of the above factors. Some Churchillians may
loftily dismiss such notions, but it is a hard fact that they
were genuine, heartfelt and commonly expressed at the time.
Their ripples still disturb the surface of the muddy water.

Churchill's career record as a parliamentarian was that
he contested twenty-one elections and won sixteen but hard-
ly ever gained an overall majority of the votes cast until he
arrived at the safe seat of Epping/Woodford. He certainly did
not win every House of Commons division. "Remember
Winston Churchill" reads the tablet in the floor of West-
minster Abbey (perhaps circumspectly placed adjacent to the
tomb of the Unknown Warrior). Well, people do, and their
remembrances are coloured either by their own experiences
or those handed down by their progenitors.

In the case of members of the very youngest generation
there may in addition be some rather warped conceptions
arising from a debatable curriculum being taught in certain
schools and colleges. Learned dissertations on how Churchill
got things wrong at various times continue to pour forth
from obscure pedagogues at dubious educational establish-
ments. Whilst the latter can be ignored by those of us of
sound mind, they can, and I'm afraid do, create the wrong
impression amongst the recently enfranchised generation.

Countering all that is the Churchill legend: the bull-
dog, the lion, the deeds of valour, etc. Thus the popular cul-
ture and the basis of public opinion is a continually evolving
perspective, rarely fully expressed in any academic thesis but
more likely to be discovered during discussions in a private
drawing room or a public house. When the British vote has
been counted, certain transatlantic lobby groups may have to
prepare themselves to deliver expressions of dudgeon.

HOW would Churchill fare in a British vote on
Personality of the Century? It could be a very close
call indeed. Opinion polls canvassed in Belfast,

Cardiff and Edinburgh do not provide much comfort: mem-
ories are exceptionally long in Belleek, Tonypandy and parts
of Dundee. The Labour Party's block vote, currently at its

highest level since 1945, is a formidable obstacle. Only ves-
tiges of that generation of disaffected World War I soldiery
remain, but their feelings are often still strongly held by their
descendants.

What would Churchill himself have made of the
Century Sweepstakes? He had something to say about "per-
sonalities" in his speech in the House of Commons on 29
July 1941. He was dealing with a proposal that an all-pow-
erful Minister of Production should be appointed to oversee
supplies for the Admiralty, the Air Ministry and the War
Office. Clearly with tongue in cheek he said: "I have not
been told who is to be this superman who, without holding
the office of Prime Minister, is to exercise an overriding con-
trol over the three departments of supply and the three min-
isters of supply. Where is this super-personality...when you
have decided on the man, let me know his name, because I
should be very glad to serve under him."

Churchill's question was rhetorical since he already con-
sidered himself that super-personality. In which case a nomi-
nation as mere personality should hold no terrors for him. But
would he appreciate being awarded the distinction in respect
of an epoch he described so bleakly? At the University of
London on 18 November 1948, Churchill said: "The advan-
tages of the nineteenth century, the literary age, have been
largely put away by this terrible twentieth century with all its
confusion and exhaustion of mankind." (Personality of the
terrible, confusing and exhausting century?)

Finest Hour 101 reported that a poll of BBC (Radio 4)
listeners had placed Churchill behind Shakespeare in a poll
for Britain's greatest personality of the past thousand years.
The vote was close: 11,717 to 10,957. Shakespeare isn't in
the running for "Personality of the Century," but that
Winston Churchill may not be regarded as the greatest
Englishman is understandable. In "The Growth of British
Policy" Sir John Seeley observed, "History is past politics,
and politics present history." Perhaps the British people need
to have their past and present politics sufficiently steeped in
history to allow a mature, well-judged and dispassionate
assessment of a man who was engaged in that greatest of all
polemic occupations.

Churchill also had certain problems of his own. He
tended to infuriate his friends as much as he alienated his
enemies. In many respects he may be his own worst enemy
when it comes to assessing his whole career in terms of great-
ness. In history the reputation of many an aspiring "great"
has been wrecked by, a single blunder, and Churchill
undoubtedly committed more than a few of those. Thus,
whilst Churchill's achievements were prominent, his per-
ceived failings were also highly visible, and quite often on the
grandest scale.

If William Shakespeare's forty-four plays justify his
place as the greatest Englishman, should not Winston
Churchill's more than forty books and vast journalistic out-
put ensure his recognition on literary accomplishments
alone? After all, he was awarded the Nobel Prize for
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Literature. Certainly his literary achievement was prodi-
gious, and all the more remarkable for being effected on a
part-time basis within a political career which would have
fully stretched most men. Frederick Woods concluded in
Artillery of Words that Churchill "wrote rattling good stuff;
rousing and romantic...using rolling phrases, remorseless
rhythms and thunderous adjectives." Doesn't that sound a
lot like Shakespeare?

I discussed the result of the BBC poll with a graduate
in Shakespearian studies who made some interesting obser-
vations. Shakespeare did not acquire his greatest fame until
the last twenty-five years of his life (vide Churchill); it was
only then and in the years immediately after his death that
the tributes appeared (vide Churchill). Throughout the fol-
lowing century Shakespeare was largely discredited (in
Churchill's case the jury has been out for only thirty-four
years so far) and it was not until the closing years of the eigh-
teenth century, almost 180 years after his death, that
Shakespeare's reputation was restored and his works began to
enjoy the popularity they enjoy today. If this is a precedent,
Churchillians may be in for a long wait!

In the event that Winston Churchill were to win the
accolades of Time, I suspect that his response from heaven
might read—with divine tongue in exalted cheek, of
course—along similar lines to his message to the Swedish
Academy in 1953, in respect of their award of the Nobel
Prize for Literature: "I am proud, but I am also awestruck at
your nomination. I do hope you are right. I feel we are both
running a considerable risk and that I do not deserve it. But
I shall have no misgivings if you have none."

IHAVE no misgivings: Winston Churchill has my vote.
But I cannot speak for my compatriots. In a speech in
1906 Churchill said: "...all men are equal and voting

power, as far as possible, should be evenly distributed among
them." He later said (1933) that "...the English are...more
truly united than any people in the world." Hmm....

"But be not afraid of greatness," Shakespeare's
Malvolio said in "Twelfth Night": "some men are born great,
some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon
them." Churchill was certainly not afraid of greatness. Some
have said he was born great but that would be dismissed by
most as a flawed judgement. Born to be great, perhaps?
Many have argued that he achieved greatness during his life-
time. It remains to be seen whether the mature judgement of
history will irrefutably thrust greatness upon him.

Whilst we are waiting for the verdict, it seems appro-
priate to conclude with yet another quote from Shakespeare,
whose Hamlet recited some lines about his father which a
majority of future generations of Englishmen may yet come
to say of Winston Churchill:

"HE WAS A MAN, TAKE HIM FOR ALL IN ALL,
I SHALL NOT LOOK UPON HIS LIKE AGAIN."

The Mission
History's greedy hands

overcome another
tumultuous century

Now dawns the
millennium with

this surety: on and below seas
in skies and orbit

and at every rampart
Freedom's cause will

demand and foster heroes—
new Keepers of the Flame
who must, with our help,

be armed with
knowledge of

Churchill's courage;
their shared and
sacred mission

spans Time itself:
the guardianship

and the expansion
of Liberty.

—Ron C'ynewulf Robbins

For Marlborough & Me
The turirjorthit wng u-tis iionowcd about 1rfi00jor the Auuraliiln long. "Waltzinghianlda."

A bold fusilier went a-marching down through
Rochester,

Home from the wars in the Low Count-r-y,
And he sang as he marched through the crowded

streets of Rochester,
Who'll be a soldier for Marlborough & me?

Who'll be a soldier, who'll be a soldier
Who'll be a soldier for Marlborough & me?

He sang as he marched through the crowded streets of
Rochester,

Who'll be a soldier for Marlborough & me?

The Queen she has ordered fresh soldiers for the
Continent,

To strike a last blow at our old enemy,
So, if you'd be a rover all in a scarlet uniform,

Take the Queen's Shilling for Marlborough &C me.
Who'll be a soldier, etc.

So, forty new recruits went a-marching down
through Rochester,

Off to the wars in the Low Count-r-y,
And they sang as they marched through the

crowded streets of Rochester,
Who'll be a soldier for Marlborough & me?

Who'll be a soldier, etc.

FINEST HOUR 104/17



T ^ THE

EMERGING LEADER
Churchill Conference XVI

22-25 July 1999
h, England

Paul H. Courtenay

THE sun shone throughout as the city of Bath hosted
the 16th International Churchill Conference. From
ancient Roman remains to elegant Georgian archi-

tecture, Bath showed itself at its best as members gathered to
follow a programme with the theme of the Emerging Leader.

After a welcome by Nigel Knocker, chairman of 1CS
(UK) and the conference chairman, proceedings began with
a reception by the Mayor at the Roman Baths, where a
spring pours out approximately 280,000 gallons of water a
day at a temperature of 116°F (47°C). Replying to the
Mayor's speech of welcome, our Patron Lady Soames set the
tone for the three days of varied activities. From this historic
site members went upstairs to the sumptuous eighteenth
century Pump Room for an inaugural dinner and dance.
Here the Hon. Celia Sandys introduced the guest speaker,
our old friend Bill Gunn, managing director of Pol Roger
(UK), who had generously donated Sir Winston Churchill's
favourite Champagne for the earlier reception. Bill spoke
about the Churchill connection with Pol Roger, which was
as sparkling as the product itself.

Next morning the serious side of the programme got

Mr. Courtenay is Hon. Secretary of the International Churchill Soci-
ety, United Kingdom. He does not say that his own efforts in helping
to make the Conference a success entitle him to the thanks of all.

under way at Bath's Guildhall (left). The first speaker was
Major General Arthur Denaro, commandant of the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst, who gave a fascinating survey
of Sir Winston's days as a Gentleman Cadet in 1893-94.
Comparing the training of those days with today's demands,
General Denaro showed that, while much had necessarily
changed, many of the basic principles had stood the test of
time and were still applicable. By a happy coincidence, the
General had himself been commissioned into The Queen's
Royal Irish Hussars (formed in 1958 as an amalgamation of
4th Queen's Own Hussars and 8th King's Royal Irish Hus-
sars), so was able to relate a number of amusing details of Sir
Winston's days as a junior officer and his later period as
Colonel of the Regiment between 1941 and 1965.

Just as Sir Winston's career had moved from the Army
to that of a war correspondent, the conference programme
followed the same route. Lord Deedes had first made his
mark as a war correspondent, in Abyssinia in 1935, and was
still active in this field at the age of 86, having returned from
Kosovo the previous morning. He was able to outline the
early impact of Winston Churchill in this role and gave de-
tails of the astonishingly high fees WSC had been able to
command. By the time he entered the House of Commons
in 1900, for example, Churchill was able to invest some
£10,000, worth about fifty times more today. Lotd Deedes
took pride in pointing out that the foundations for
Churchill's political career came largely from two newspa-
pers, The Morning Post and The Daily Telegraph —the only
two newspapers for which he himself had worked during the
last sixty-eight years.

One of the highlights of the conference took place in
the early evening. In hilly county on the edge of Bath is
Claverton Manor; today it is the American Museum, but on
26 July 1897 it was a private house and the site of Winston
Churchill's first political speech. He was only 22 and home
on leave from 4th Hussars in India. This writer, by way of
what he called the hors d'oeuvre, set the scene by explaining
the background and circumstances of the speech and then
introduced Dominic Walters, a great-grandson of Sir Win-
ston, who reenacted his ancestor's first political speech at the
exact site. The setting was idyllic as members sipped their
evening drinks in the beautiful garden in perfect weather, the
wooded, rolling hills and valleys forming a restful back-
ground as a number of hot-air balloons floated overhead. It
was easy to imagine the scene 102 years before as Dominic
stood in his great-grandfather's shoes and spoke young Win-
ston's remarkably mature thoughts, ranging from industrial
relations through party politics to imperial responsibilities.
Sample: rounding on the Liberal Party Churchill said, "It re-
minds me of the man who, on being told that ventilation is
an excellent thing, went and smashed every window in his
house and died of rheumatic fever."

Next morning Richard Langworth, Nigel Knocker
and Randy Barber gave reports on The Churchill Centre and
UK and Canada Societies. Amusement attended the presen-
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