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Cover: Mortimer Menpes painted this portrait of
Churchill in South Africa a century ago, and pub-
lished an interesting commentary on his subject, in

his Boer War book, War Impressions (London:
Charles Black, 1901). Menpes wrote of Churchill:

"He talks brilliantly, in a full, clear voice....He
can be either epigrammatic or sarcastic, and is

often both. " Menpes's essay appears in full on page
33. This is the second of two known Mortimer

Menpes paintings of Churchill published
in Finest Hour. The other painting may be

found on the cover of issue 79.
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DESPATCH BOX

THE PALADINVS. OPJB
In Finest Hour 95 there was speculation

that I am the author of OpJB. I am not, as you
may ascertain independently by consulting the
publishers of the book. I wrote The Paladin,
which is a work of fiction based on tales told to
me by Christopher Creighton, who now has
published his own firsthand version of those
tales in OpJB. He is available for interview, and
is not a figment of my imagination or a pseudo-
nym of mine. I hope this will clear up any con-
fusion about that issue.

BRIAN GARFIELD, VIA INTERNET

In FH 95, page 12, we speculated that both
books were Mr. Garfield's. We are happy to put the
matter right. The Paladin is a smashing adventure
novel; Op JB struck intelligence historian David
Stafford as "pure fiction," though it was not so rep-
resented. Ed.

FARROW AWARD THANKS
(Sent last year to the late Fred Farrow)

You could have knocked me over with a
feather. I had no inkling that I would receive the
prize you have so generously established. When
The Churchill Center met in Gettysburg a few
weekends ago and announced the award, I was
truly surprised. It was certainly a pleasure. The
check will go to various and sundry things for
our six grandkids, including a large pile of Get-
tysburg battle maps and books for the oldest of
our grand-offspring, a nine-year-old named
Jake. Of course it will also buy a book or two for
me as well. The award itself will have an hon-
ored place in my home.

No dedicated historian labors to win
awards. We appreciate recognition, but our true
motivation is insatiable curiosity, and a constant
questioning of received wisdom. (William James
would be pleased.) What I find fascinating is
that Winston Churchill's historical reputation is
easily able to withstand the slings and arrows of
historians like me, who question, probe, chal-
lenge, argue, and disagree with what he did. I,
and most other historians, end up admiring and
standing in awe of what Winston Churchill ac-
complished—in politics and words—over his
entire life, regardless of whether or not we ap-
prove. A great regret of my life is that I have
never had dinner nor, more important, dinner
conversation, with Churchill.

Thank you for the award, and thank you
for establishing it as a way to recognize both
Churchill and those who study his accomplish-

ments.
WARREN F. KIMBALL, RUTGERS UNIVERSITY

BONELESS WONDERS
Here's a real-life use of the great man's de-

termination. I am the youth league soccer direc-
tor here. For three years we have been trying to
make the local Board of Education see the logic
in having a girl's soccer team to complement our
youth league and our boy's program. Having to
deal with a wretched Athletic Director (my Lady
Astor, perhaps) who hates the world game be-
cause it's a threat to her ever-dwindling field
hockey program, I was able to use "The Bone-
less Wonder" analogy when facing a school
board too afraid to vote on the subject. The re-
sult? The superintendent called me today willing
to start the discussion for inclusion in next year's
budget. Part of this success can be attributed to
my using the Great Man's brilliant attack on
Ramsay MacDonald.The rest of the success can
be given to my threat to use Title IX against
them. That was my way of celebrating WSC's
125th birthday!

JOHN ROWE, MORAVIA, N.Y.

Readers outside USA may like to know that
Title IX is the federal regulation requiring equal
gender opportunity in areas such as sports.

CAMEO APPEARANCE
I have another terribly serious Churchill

spotting, in the classic film "American in Paris"
(1951). Gene Kelly, playing a painter, is on his
way to set up his paintings in Montmartre. On
the way he passes an actor clearly meant to be
Churchill, with cigar and broad-brimmed hat,
daubing away at a canvas. Kelly does a double-
take and then another. Does anyone know of
any other "cameos" in non-WW2 films?

EVAN QUENON, AUSTIN, TEXAS

DISARMAMENT FABLES
Two small quibbles in your otherwise ex-

cellent piece, "Disarmament Fables" (FH 104).
You wrote, "Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty op-
ponents accused sponsors of placing the nation's
safety in danger—as if anyone consciously
wished that...." I do not recall any of the CTBT
opponents accusing the sponsors of "con-
sciously" wishing to place the nations safety in
danger. Rather, their point was that the Treaty
would endanger national security, irrespective of
the intentions of the sponsors. To the extent that
the opponents did comment on the sponsors'
intentions, it was to say that they were overly
optimistic, idealistic and naive. You also say that
senators opposed to the CTBT failed to explain
themselves. I had no trouble at all acquainting
myself with the arguments of opponents in the
Senate, in newspapers, on television and on the
Internet. While these senators may not have
made as much noise as the Administration, they
certainly got their side of the story out to those
who wished to hear it.

RICK HOTCHNER, BRUSSELS, BELGIUM
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Wisdom

COP ON THE BEAT
In the Autumn 1999 number of

This Englandis an account of British war
reporting in World War I: "Further (neg-
ative) action by the censor related to a
future war leader [Churchill]. During
the retreat from Antwerp (1914), a huge
traffic jam developed and no one seemed
inclined to try and sort out the growing
confusion of cars, trucks, horses, carts
and people. Suddenly, a man wearing a
flowing cloak leaped from a car and
placed himself on a handy elevated posi-
tion. Jeffries [J. M. N. Jeffries as quoted
from his 1935 memoir of WW1, Front
Everywhere] recalled: "'There was some
purpose in his gestures and power in his
voice, and under his direction cars and
carts were unlocked from each other and
the traffic gradually sorted out into
streams. The car in which I was seated
fell into its own channel and went past
with the others, but as I looked back, he
was still at his post, poised like a statue,
watching till the order he had created
was installed with durable momentum.
It was Mr. Winston Churchill.' Enthu-
siastically, Jeffries wrote the story for his
paper, but it was excised by the censor."

I thought this sounded altogether
familiar—Churchill taking charge and
getting things done his way!

BOB DALES, SANTA FE, NM

KASPAR THE INDISPENSABLE
In The Savoy Hotel the supersti-

tious and sentimental are always consid-
ered. Just before leaving for South Africa

early in 1898, Woolf Joel, the brother of
Solly and Jack, gave a dinner party at the
hotel. One guest had to cancel at the last
minute and thirteen sat down to table.
The host laughed at the old superstition
that the earliest to leave the table would
be destined to die first. A few weeks later
Woolf was shot dead in his office in
Johannesburg.

Since then, if there happened to be
thirteen guests at a party, a member of
the hotel staff would be recruited to sit
down to table, but this proved unhelpful
when the company wished to relax or dis-
cuss private matters. In the mid-'twenties,
Basil Ionides was commissioned to design
a three-foot-high cat which he carved
from a single piece of plane tree.
Christened Kaspar, he now lives on a
high shelf in the Pinafore Room with
his back to a wall mirror. At a party of
thirteen he always takes the fourteenth
chair with a napkin tied round his neck,
and is served the whole meal, dish after
dish, complete with the full complement
of china, glass and cutlery. Not since
1927 has he missed a single dinner of
The Other Club in accordance with the
strict wishes of the "pious founder," Sir
Winston Churchill.

-THESAVOY, BY STANLEY JACKSON (1964)
SUPPLIED BY BARBARA LANGWORTH

RIDDLES,

MYSTERIES,

ENIGMAS
Send your questions to
the Editor

2At the end of The World Crisis, Vol-
ume 3b (pp. 541-42, English edi-
Churchill recalls the moments be-

fore "the eleventh hour of the eleventh
day of the eleventh month. I stood at the
window of my room looking up
Northumberland Avenue towards Trafal-
gar Square, waiting for Big Ben to tell
that the War was over....And then sud-
denly the first stroke of the chime. I
looked again at the broad street beneath
me. It was deserted. From the portals of

one of the large hotels absorbed by Gov-
ernment Departments darted the slight
figure of a girl clerk, distractedly gesticu-
lating while another stroke resounded.
...The bells of London began to clash.
...The tumult grew. It grew like a gale,
but from all sides simultaneously. The
street was now a seething mass of human-
ity. Flags appeared as if by magic. Streams
of men and women flowed from die Em-
bankment. They mingled with torrents
pouring down the Strand on their way to
acclaim the King. Almost before the last
stroke of the clock had died away, the
strict, war-straitened, regulated streets of
London had become a triumphant pan-
demonium."

Churchill clearly states that Big Ben
(the bell in St. Stephen's Tower) was the
bell he heard. However, from the newspa-
per cuttings included in my copy, the
keeper of Big Ben maintained that the
clock was not working at 11 A.M. that
day! Another clipping maintains that the
bells of St. Martin's in the Field actually
provided the clanging. Two other cuttings
also claim that it was not Big Ben that he
heard. -Lowell Tuttman

AKnowing nothing otherwise, we ac-
cept the newspaper clippings. What a

marvelous passage that is from The World
Crisis: our author at his very best.

QChurchill and F. E. Smith founded
"The Other Club" because they

were denied membership in "The Club."
Was this the House of Commons?

ANo. Many believe The Other Club
took its name from the Oxford din-

ing club named "The Club" (founded in
1790 and limited to 12 members), but
this is not true. The Club to which
Churchill and F. E. Smith failed to secure
election in late 1910 was that founded in
1764 by Sir Joshua Reynolds and Samuel
Johnson. As Colin Coote recounts in his
outstanding book, The Other Club (see
Finest Hour 101, pp. 46-8), someone
mentioned that he would like to see
Churchill and F. E. elected to The Club;
then someone else observed that he was
"not sure that the time was ripe," suffi-
cient permanently to prevent any vote.
"But," says Coote, "naturally they heard
about it and took the snub amiss." Hence
The Other Club. -Ron Cohen
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DATELINES
QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"Tke Government ask for a Vote of Confidence. Tkey do not ask it kecause tkey kave done
exceptionally well. Tkey wdl no doukt get tke Vote of Confidence, kut I kope tkey will not make tke mis-

take of tkinking tkat it is a testimonial, or a kouquet, or tkat it arises from long-pent-up
spontaneous feelings of entkusiasm wkick can no longer ke keld in ckeck."

WSC, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 6 APRIL 1936

TIME'S CHOICE
The Long March of Time to its Per-

son of the Century is over (see page 21).
As soon as we can locate them, we mean
to congratulate The Einstein Center, the
International Einstein Society, the Ein-
stein Archives, Einstein College Cam-
bridge, the Einstein Memorial Trust, the
Einstein Association, the Albert Einstein
Societies of Vancouver, Calgary and Ed-
monton, the Einstein Society for the
Preservation of Parliamentary Democracy,
the Albert Einstein Memorial and Li-
brary, and the officers and crew of the
USS Albert Einstein.

CZECHS' CHOICE
PRAGUE, NOVEMBER 18TH— A new ten-

foot-high Ivor Roberts-Jones statue of the
man Czechs still revere as a freedom fighter
(above right) was unveiled today by
Baroness Thatcher, before a crowd of 5,000
celebrating the tenth anniversary of the
overthrow of communism. "This statue
will remind you that the costs of liberty are
blood, toil, tears and sweat, and that liberty
must live forever on this planet," Lady
Thatcher said. An old man in the crowd
said that Churchill "is no doubt the greatest
man of this century. In the war he was
everything to us. He was hope. He was the
symbol of not giving up."

The statue, taken after the one in
Parliament Square, London, was erected
by a Prague district town hall and a pri-
vate foundation. Lady Thatcher was one
of six former world leaders honoured in
Prague for their role in bringing down
communism in Eastern Europe. Among
the others were Mikhail Gorbachev and
George Bush. President Havel of the
Czech Republic made the awards ten

years after the Velvet Revolution that
ended Soviet rule in what was then
Czechoslovakia. (Reuters)

MEDALS TO WAR ROOMS
LONDON, NOVEMBER 30TH— A m u -

seum to celebrate the life of Sir Winston
Churchill will be housed in the wartime
leader's bunker network beneath the Trea-
sury. Negotiations are still under way with
the Treasury for the museum to be lo-
cated in an "historic" area where
Churchill's intelligence staff plotted
World War II deception operations.

Although there are other places in
the country dedicated to Churchill, such
as his family home at Chartwell, his
birthplace at Blenheim Palace and the
Churchill Archives at Cambridge, this
will be the first museum covering his
whole life, according to the man behind
the idea, Phil Reed, curator of the Cabi-
net War Rooms in Whitehall.

Mr. Reed, who was presented with
all of Churchill's medals, orders and deco-
rations for display in the War Rooms, said

that he hoped to convert an area "the size
of a football pitch" under Whitehall into
a museum. He said that in the four or five
years it might take to open it to the pub-
lic he hoped that the men and women
who had worked for Churchill and had
been presented with mementos would
lend their gifts for display. "I know of a
woman who cooked for Churchill who
was given kitchen implements she used
during the war," Reed said. "Her grand-
daughter still has them. There is also a
carpenter who made things for Churchill,
including a special wooden book rest, so
that he could read Cabinet papers in bed,
and some of the carpentry work is still
around today." Mr. Reed, who has been
negotiating with the Treasury for four
years to win approval for his plans, is
hoping that the decision will be made in
the next few weeks. The Treasury is to be
refurbished under a Private Finance Ini-
tiative scheme, and agreement has to be
reached on whether to allocate the space
in one of many underground bunkers for
the Churchill museum.

Sir Winston's grandson Winston
Churchill, honorary member of the
Churchill Societies and a former Conser-
vative MP, said: "I think it's a very nice
idea to have a museum, and I hope the
Government will free up the rooms that
were used as living quarters by my grand-
parents during the war." Mr. Churchill
handed over his grandfather's medals and
decorations today on a long-term loan to
the Cabinet War Rooms in a ceremony
attended by former members of the war
leader's staff. The awards include the
India Medal, the Queen's Sudan Medal,
the Queen's South Africa Medal, the
Croix de Guerre from both France and
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Belgium, the Medaille Militaire, the
Order of Liberation, and the Distin-
guished Service Medal (Army) from the
United States. He also donated the Union
Flag that covered the coffin at Westmin-
ster Hall in January 1965, and one of Sir
Winston's despatch boxes. -Alison Hall

"WILDERNESS YEARS" VIDEOS
The best Churchill documentary

ever televised, the 1982 production writ-
ten by Martin Gilbert, starring Robert
Hardy as Churchill and for the most part
cast with actors bearing startling resem-
blances to the originals (reviewed in FH
38), was never offered as a commercial
videotape. We verified with the producers
that private copies made on a "friend-to-
friend" basis do not violate copyright and
these were offered to members for many
years by Michael McMenamin until his
master tape wore out. Now member John
Rowe has undertaken to provide these
copies through Churchill Stores. The
price for a set of four videocassettes hous-
ing the nine parts, including a small
mark-up for the Churchill Society of the
purchaser, is $89 postpaid in the USA,
(we recommend air parcel post elsewhere
despite its higher cost). Visa and Master-
card are accepted. Order from Churchill
Stores, PO Box 96, Contoocook NH
03229 USA. (Telephone and e-mail de-
tails are on page 2). PAL format available.

STORES SALES BENEFIT ALL
Our "Sales Department," Churchill

Stores, sells publications, back issues and
Churchilliana of all kinds with a slight
mark-up to benefit The Churchill Center
and Societies. Some members have asked
us if these sales benefit the UK or Cana-
dian Churchill Societies, or just the
Churchill Center (USA). For major
items, like the "Winston is Back" bronze,
any mark-up left after all sales expenses
are paid devolves to the organization of
the buyer. Thus, if you live in England
and order a bronze, the beneficiary is ICS
UK. If you live in Canada and order
videocassettes, the beneficiary is ICS
Canada. Earnings from sales of minor
items like back issues do not inure to ICS
UK or Canada; but Finest Hour has been
supplied to those Societies below cost for
some time.

CHURCHILL ARCHIVES HISTORY
Many members have written over the

years about the origination of the Churchill
Archives Centre at Churchill College, Cam-
bridge. We invited Allen Packwood of the
Archives to recap the story. -Ed.

The question of where Churchill's
papers should be permanently preserved
was not addressed until after the deaths of
Sir Winston in 1965 and his only son
Randolph in 1968. Churchill College,
Cambridge had been founded in 1959 as
the National and Commonwealth memo-
rial to Sir Winston. It therefore seemed an
appropriate place to act as a repository. A
private appeal to Americans of means, di-
rected in particular at former Ambas-
sadors to the Court of St. James's, resulted
in the construction of the purpose-built
Churchill Archives Centre at the heart of
the College. It was completed in 1974
and the Churchill Papers were subse-
quently transferred into its custody.

The complicating factor was owner-
ship. While Baroness Spencer-Churchill
gave her husband's post-1945 papers to
Churchill College, all of the earlier mater-
ial—from childhood to World War II—
was still owned by the Chartwell Trust, a
private trust set up to administer
Churchill's legacy for the benefit of his
heirs. For this reason, the pre-1945 mate-
rial was known as the Chartwell collec-
tion (Reference: CHAR) and the post-
1945 collection as the Churchill collec-
tion (Reference: CHUR). In addition,
Lady Soames was influential in securing
her mother's own archive for the Centre,
while the Centre itself actively sought pa-
pers from many of Churchill's colleagues
and contemporaries.

Under the terms of their deposit, ac-
cess to both the CHAR and CHUR col-
lections was heavily restricted until the
time of the lottery purchase in April
1995. In practice, this meant that access
was given only to the official biographer
and a handful of other researchers ap-
proved by the Chartwell Trustees and/or
the College and the Cabinet Office de-
pending upon what was being viewed.

In April 1995, after lengthy negotia-
tions, the Churchill Papers, by which was
meant both the CHAR and CHUR col-
lections, were bought for the Nation. The

purchase price for the Chartwell Papers
was £12.5 million, of which £11.5 mil-
lion came from the newly established
Heritage Lottery Fund and £1 million
from John Paul Getty. Churchill College
put up the post-1945 papers as partner-
ship funding. The administration of the
Churchill Papers now passed to a specially
established charity, the Sir Winston
Churchill Archive Trust. The papers phys-
ically remained in the Archives Centre
but the ownership had changed.

With the change in ownership came
a change in access. The Heritage Lottery
Fund also provided the new trust with
£1.75 million for the conservation, cata-
loguing and exhibition of the Churchill
Papers. Under the guidance of the new
trustees, the Archives Centre immediately
set about making the Churchill Papers
more accessible. Five archivists have spent
the last five years cataloguing the material
in detail and entering it onto a fully
searchable database. There have also been
major exhibitions of the papers in Cam-
bridge, London, Manchester and Edin-
burgh, and minor ones elsewhere. The
Centre now has a small permanent dis-
play at the Cabinet War Rooms in central
London which alone reaches over
250,000 people a year.

To conclude, what the lottery pur-
chase accomplished was to guarantee that
this huge and vitally important national
collection would remain intact, in
Britain, in perpetuity. It has also enabled
the material to be seen by large numbers
of people for research, general interest
and pleasure. -Allen Packwood

DUMPING DE GAULLE
LONDON, JANUARY 5TH— The Indepen-

dent published a fairly lengthy article
about just-declassified telegrams from
May 1943 in which Churchill, then con-
ferring with Roosevelt in Washington, ap-
peared to be urging the War Cabinet to
dump de Gaulle as leader of the Free
French forces. The article stated that this
was one of the few times that the War
Cabinet, led by Attlee and Eden, stood
up to Churchill. The telegrams from
Churchill (who amusingly signed himself
"Britman") have a fairly bloodcurdling
tone, and seem to reflect considerable ex-

continued overleaf...
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asperation with de Gaulle (who gets
called a "marplot," a new word to us!).

Simon O'Riordan (UK) comments:
"According to The Times, Churchill was
urged to remove de Gaulle by FDR, who
suggested he be made governor of some
French colony or other. The cabinet re-
ceived notice from the U.S., where
Churchill was visiting, and replied that
this would be impractical since de Gaulle
commanded about 100,000 Free French
including four or five divisions of troops,
and had opened numerous French Colo-
nial bases to the Allies. They feared that as
the Free French identified strongly with
de Gaulle, all this would be lost."

LOCAL & NATIONAL

POSTPONEMENTS
The Churchill Lecture has been

postponed until late in this year or early
next year, instead of being held this
spring. Launch of War Papers 3: The
third and final companion volume to Vol-
ume 6 of the official biography, sched-
uled for last October, will now be
launched on April 6th. Ceremonies will
be held at the Cabinet War Rooms. UK
members will be notified automatically;
others who may wish to attend should
contact ICS UK (address on page 2).

Washington, D.C.
The Churchill Center will again

sponsor a panel at the annual meeting of
the American Political Science Associa-
tion in Washington, D.C, before Labor
Day. The panel, on "Churchill and the
Great War," will discuss Churchill's WWI
memoir The World Crisis. Papers will be
presented by Professors Christopher T.
Harmon, Marine Corps University, "The
Education of a War Leader in The World
Crisis'; Kirk Emmert, Kenyon College,
"The Peace Settlement, Democracy, and
the Limits of Politics"; and James W.
Muller, University of Alaska, Anchorage,
"Politics and Strategy in The Eastern
Front'' The discussant is Professor Paul A.
Rahe, University of Tulsa.

The annual Churchill Center dinner
held in conjunction with the APSA meet-
ing will feature the official launch of the
new book published by the University of

THE CHURCHILL CALENDAR
All postings welcome; owing to our quarterly schedule, we need copy at least three months in advance.

2000
6 April: Launch of War Papers 3 "The Ever-Widening War," Cabinet War Rooms, London

10 May: 10th Anniversary of Alaska Churchillians, Anchorage, AK
27-28 May: Annual General Meeting, ICS/UK, Bletchley Park, Bucks.

31 August-2 September: Churchill Panel & Dinner, APSA Meeting, Washington, D.C.
13-17 September: 17th International Churchill Conference, Anchorage, AK

26-29 October: Churchill Center Board of Governors Meeting, Chapel Hill, NC
30 November: 126th Birthday Dinner, Anchorage, AK

Late 2000 or Early 2001: Second Churchill Lecture, Washington, DC

2001
14 February: Centenary of Churchill's Entry into Parliament

Spring: Theme Conference, "Churchill and Secret Intelligence," location to be determined
Autumn: 18th International Churchill Conference, location to be determined

2002
Spring: 1 Oth International Churchill Tour, England and Scotland

19th International Churchill Conference, England

2003
Summer: 20th International Churchill Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda

Missouri Press in association with the
Churchill Center, Churchill's "Iron Cur-
tain" Speech Fifty Years Later, and an after-
dinner speech by Dr. John H. Mather,
considering new evidence on the health of
Churchill and Roosevelt in the months
leading up to the summit at Yalta in
spring 1945. The dinner will probably be
held on Thursday, August 31, and the
panel on Friday or Saturday, September 1
or 2. Expect more details next issue; local
members will be advised by mail.

New England
BOSTON, NOVEMBER 30TH—Suzanne

Sigman has kindly agreed to head up a re-
vitalized program of local events for New
England Churchillians. For Churchill's
125th birthday she hosted a party for
twelve friends who enjoyed Champagne,
oysters, rare beef, Potatoes Anna, English
cheese, red wine, cigars and several
rounds of toasts using favorite Churchill
quotes—totally "over the top" but after all
it was the 125th! "Guests brought not
only quotes but photographs and books,"
Suzanne writes. "At each table place I of-
fered information about the Churchill
Center (with membership form). Almost
the entire evenings conversation was
about Churchill."

BOSTON, FEBRUARY 10TH—Celia Sandys
spoke about and inscribed copies of her

new book, Churchill: Wanted Dead or
Alive at the Boston Athenaeum, convened
in the Old South Meeting House. A pri-
vate dinner for Celia and CC members
was held at nearby Maison Robert.

NOTE: A birthday dinner celebra-
tion is planned for November 30th. If
you wish to help arrange or host a New
England Churchill event, please contact
Suzanne Sigman, 42 Dudley Lane, Mil-
ton MA 02186, telephone 617-696-
1833, e-mail ssigman@mediaone.net.

California
LONG BEACH, NOVEMBER 20TH—

Churchillians from Los Angeles and Or-
ange County marked Churchill's 125th
birthday with a dinner party at the Sir
Winston Restaurant on the Queen Mary.

Prof. Paul Alkon, Leon S. Bing Pro-
fessor of English at USC, considered the
relationship between Churchill and T. E.
Lawrence with a most eloquent, profound
and well-prepared slide presentation—not
from the view of a historian but from that
of a literary critic. He discussed the pref-
erences of both for using special uniforms
and cultural garments to make a state-
ment. Prof. Alkon reviewed Churchill's
congratulatory literary comments in re-
sponse to Lawrence's publication of The
Seven Pillars of Wisdom, and Lawrence's

continued overleaf
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AROUND & ABOUT

1 1
'HE New York Times piece about "Online Pioneers"
November 21st interviewed Fernando J. Espuelas,

t n e Uruguayan-born CEO of StarMedia Network, a
Spanish and Portuguese language media company of-
fering news, Web channels and e-commerce services to
residents of Latin America. Asked what former chief
executives he admired, Espuelas replied: "I spent a lot
of time learning how Winston Churchill ran the Sec-
ond World War....Of course, the stakes he had to deal
with were somewhat higher than what we have to do.
But that was part of the encouragement—to think that

something so important could be managed, and all the mistakes that were made and
the chaos of the moment. The other thing he said which I love as a philosophy is: 'You
don't have to get it right all the time. You just have to get it right 51% of the time, and
that will carry you through.' And that's a very, very liberating philosophy." WSC as
dot-com inspiration! Maybe Sr. Espuelas would like to address a Churchill meeting?
-Suzanne Sigman....Hiuce Gould, a survivor from the yacht Winston Churchill, lost
last year in the Sydney to Hobart Race, is back again for his 32nd try." The only rea-
son I'm going again is to get back on the horse," he was quoted as saying. As the
Aussies are prone to say, "Good on yer, Biuce." -Clarence Martin....German Internet
users are taking advantage ofAmazon.com to purchase copies of Hitler's Mein Kampf.
The book is unavailable in Germany, German correspondent Martin Fischer advises,
not because of its content but because the intellectual property rights are held by the
state of Bavaria, which blocks reprints. Amazon shipped so many copies to Germany
over the summer that Hitler made Amazon's top ten best-seller list among German
buyers. -Alexander Justice...,.Jim Overmeyer got curious and browsed Amazon's
Churchill sales figures. Some of the big numbers can't be right, but here they are...
Second World War 6,425; River War 65,717 (come on!); My Early Life 16,726; His-
tory of the English Speaking Peoples 38,459 (from when to when?), The World Crisis
90,780 (we wish), Humes's Wit and Wisdom 5,018, The Great Republic 394. The fig-
ures for prominent biographies are Gilberts Churchill: A Life, 3,705; and Manches-
ter's The Last Lion: 24,,7'46 for Vol. I and 12,432 for Vol. II. Korporal Shicklgruber's
book sold 945 in the USA.. ..No small amount of dramatic impetus in the new film
Galaxy Quest is provided by the TV spaceship captain's not-so-corny battle cry "Never
Give Up, Never Surrender!" "A movie like this has to be fast-paced to work, and this
one keeps it going: a good value for money," writes Alexander Justice. "(It helps to
have been a fan of Star Trek long ago before it was resurrected as The Franchise.") M>

California, continued from page 8

commendation of The World Crisis as "the
best war book I have ever read."

In the spirit of the occasion, we pre-
sented Paul Alkon with a bottle of Pol
Roger. The meeting was well attended by
about 40 percent of the local members.
CC secretary John Mather, in the area on
business, was welcomed and gave a pre-
view of upcoming Center activities.

For latest developments in Southern
California please contact Curt Zoller,
21335 Amora St., Mission Viejo CA
92692, telephone (714) 581 6834, e-mail
zcurt@earthlink.net.

Alaska
ANCHORAGE, NOVEMBER 30TH—Thirty-

eight Churchillians gathered at the top of
the Hotel Captain Cook for a dinner cel-
ebrating Churchill's 125th birthday. The
featured speaker was Gunnar Knapp, pro-
fessor of economics at the University of
Alaska, Anchorage, who described the
pleasures of reading Churchill's interwar
book of essays, Thoughts and Adventures.
Harrow Songs were sung by the Canaries:
Craig Carlson, Jim Muller, Michael Pad-
den and Mark Wohlgemuth. Marie
Matetich and Col. Philip Bray proposed
the Loyal Toasts. An elegant toast in

CORRIGENDA: FH104
Our cover showed Churchill with

brown eyes; as many reminded us, his
eyes were a vivid pale blue. But An-
thony Montague Browne (private sec-
retary 1952-65) notes that and raises
us one: "He is shown wearing a rather
sloppy cream shirt, which he would
never have done, the R.A.F. uniform
providing for one of pale blue."

memory of Churchill was proposed by
Will Jacobs. Guests included Lt. and Mrs.
Adam Ake, who met at The Churchill
Center's Pont Seminar at Stanford.

Alaskans look forward to hosting the
17th International Churchill Conference,
on September 13-17th in Anchorage. For
more details on any Alaska events contact
Jim Muller, 1518 Airport Heights Dr., An-
chorage AK 99508, telephone 907-786-
4740, email afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu.

Overleaf: London, 30 Nov. "^
Champagne flutes were raised to

Winston Churchill in the spartan envi-
rons of the Cabinet War Rooms.
Amongst the distinguished guests were
the Duke and Duchess of Marlborough,
Lord Carrington, Betty Boothroyd
(Speaker of the House of Commons),
Michael Ancram (Chairman of the Con-
servative Party) and two former prime
ministers, Lady Thatcher and Sir Edward
Heath. A total of 180 guests included
many ICS members. They toasted Sir
Winston with his favourite Pol Roger
bubbly. It was not just the man in his mil-
itary and political guises who was com-
memorated. It was the Churchill of many
hats, cigars and facets; Churchill as an
artist, writer, humorist, animal lover and
above all a family man.

Lady Soames presented the Cabinet
War Rooms with a brass plaque on behalf
of ICS United Kingdom to commemo-
rate the War Rooms as the meeting place
of ICS UK. At the toast to Churchill's
memory Lady Thatcher raised her glass to
"The one and only—the greatest of them
all...I am absolutely for anything that en-
hances Winston," she added. Betty
Boothroyd hailed Churchill as "one of the
greatest of all Englishman." She said that
she was delighted and overwhelmed to be
part of celebrations in his memory.

-Nigel Knocker 15
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CELEBRATING THE

OF $11 WINSTON
CHURCHILL'S H i m

Celia Sandys stands in the Cabinet Room, the inner sanctum of the British government during the Second World War
(above). Three of her children. Dominic Waters (by her second marriage) and Alexander and Sophie Perkins, inspect
Churchilis medais (below), which were donated to the museum last week by the war leader's grandson Winston Chyrchill

Last week, in a strikingly spartan
basement, champagne flutes

were raised to Winston Churchill. It
was the 125th anniversary of Sir
Winston's birth and among the
guests gathered at a drinks party
in his honour were the Duke and
Duchess of Marlborough, Lord
Carrington, Betty Boothroyd,
Speaker of the House of Commons,
Michael Ancram, chairman of the
Conservative Party, and two former
prime ministers — Lady Thatcher
and Sir Edward Heath (for once
favouring the same cause).

They toasted the late, great states-
man with his favourite Pol Roger
bubbly in the Cabinet War Rooms in
Westminster - the Whitehall cellars
where Churchill, his war cabinet and
his intelligence staff worked for
victory against Nazi tyranny.

Today the War Rooms are a
museum and meeting place for the

!BU>or, ^ § J
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International Churchill Society, a place for
drinking, chatting and mulling over wartime
memorabilia. In Churchill's finest hours, by
contrast, the mood was sober and determined.
For six long years the War Room lights
burned night and day.

It's no secret that Churchill loathed it
there, just 300 yards from the comforts of 10
Downing Street But when London bombing
was at its height he could just about be
persuaded to stay, for his own safety, in the
office bedroom. His silk nightshirt still lies
there on the pillow.

Attending last week's drinks party were 180
members of the International Churchill
Society, the organisation which aims to spread
knowledge and keep the memory of Sir
Winston alive.

It is not just the man in his military and
political guises who is commemorated by
3,500 members worldwide. It is Churchill of
the many hats, cigars and facets. Churchill as
artist, writer, humorist, animal lover and,
above all, as family man.

"Next year," says his granddaughter Celia
Sandys, "we're launching a Churchill painting
competition with a £5,000 prize. We hope it
will bring the society to the notice of a lot more
young people."

Celia, who has recently written a book about
her grandfadier's adventures from 1899-1900
during the Anglo-Boer war (Churchill Wanted
Dead Or Alive, HarperCollins, £19.99), also
stressed that: "While we're all having a lovely
time tonight, 100 years ago my grandfather was
actually incarcerated in prison."

Winston had been taken prisoner of war in
South Africa, and at that very moment in 1899
he would have been plotting how he could
escape, explained Celia. "I've tried to picture
what my grandfather would have been doing
on this day, his 25th birthday. He would have
been woken up by his soldier servant with a
cup of coffee, in bed, in prison. He would have
been shaved by Henri Adelaar, the barber
who, 13 days later, would discover that the bird
had flown.
Reprinted by permission of Hello! magazine

Lady Soames, Churchill's only surviving child, presented a plaque marking the 125th
anniversary to the museum's curator, Philip Reed (above right). Among guests were Sir
Denis Thatcher (left), the Speaker of the House of Commons Betty Boothroyd (below left),
Conservative Party Chairman Michael Ancram (with wife Jane, below right) and another
family memberrJJohn Spencer-Churchill, the 11th Duke of Marlborough (right). Sir Winston,
a grandson of the 7th Duke, was bom at the Marlboroughs' ancestral seat, Blenheim Palace
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ROOSEVELT LENIN GANDHI

FINEST HOUR'S
PERSONALITY OF THE CENTURY

BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH, EDITOR
ILLUSTRATIONS BY SAMUEL NISENSON

££l I ''HE entire idea is discredited," said William F. Buck-
-L ley, Jr. in December 1999, "because nobody agrees.

If we all agreed, we wouldn't need to choose—the choice
would be obvious." Some might add that it's not nice to be
judgmental. And how can we tell what X would do if he or
she were born Y? Who knows? What would a robin do if it
were born a sparrow? The game of selecting the century's
leading light is a fascinating exercise, and for some people,
obviously, irresistible...

We are indebted to Time magazine and its managing
editor, Walter Isaacson, whose nomination of Albert Einstein
touched off a blitz of erudite articles, almost all of them

nominating Churchill, which we might not have had other-
wise (see following article). Dorothy Rabinowitz of The Wall
Street Journal may have hit it on the head when she suggested
that the Person of the Century should be Walter Isaacson.

"The great movements that underlie history—the de-
velopment of science, industry, culture, social and political
structures—are undeniably powerful, almost determinant,"
Charles Krauthammer wrote. "Yet every once in a while, a
single person arises without whom everything would be dif-
ferent." Who singularly altered public perceptions, which
one writer said was "the true test of statesmanship"? Was
there such a personality? Yes.
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