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Cover: An American propaganda poster issued in

1940 after Franklin Delano Roosevelt's reelection

as President of the United States. Drawn by

Henry Guignon, the poster was intended to alert

isolationist Americans that Great Britain and

Churchill then represented the best bulwark

against totalitarianism. The drawing was later

issued in Britain as a postcard, and is the first to

graft WSC's jowly features onto the body of a bull-

dog—but by far not the last. From the collection

of Douglas Hall, whose article, "Bulldog

Churchill," appears on page 18.
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GORT RETORT
In FH 104 Simon Riordan says Lord Gort

"practically invented Blitzkrieg in 1918." Gort
was only a major when he won the VC in 1918,
hardly in a position to exercise that much influ-
ence. Admitting native bias, I believe the Cana-
dian Corps "invented" Blitzkrieg: first, led by
General Byng, during the brilliant capture of
Vimy Ridge in April 1917; second, in the break-
through at Amiens in August 1918, when the
Canadians under General Currie led the assault
and the three-month follow-up ending with the
capture of Mons on 11 November 1918. My fa-
ther fought at Vimy, Passchendaele and Amiens,
so I know something about these things.
DEREK LUKIN JOHNSTON, VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA

SINGAPORE SLING
I read with dismay some articles in your

website regarding your "Personality of the Cen-
tury" and the Singapore debacle. Churchill was
apparently surprised when informed that Singa-
pore had no landward defences; yet he read both
the 1939 and 1940 British Chiefs of Staff Far
Eastern Appreciations, which clearly stated that
Britain could not defend the colony. A copy of
the 1940 report was captured by the Japanese
Navy; Churchill ordered that this intelligence
disaster not be divulged to anyone, including
Singapore's military leaders. Why did Churchill
insist on sending approximately 70,000 further
troops to Singapore (post-8 December 1941)
when he knew it was already lost? Only when
such issues are openly discussed will we be able
to evaluate Churchill's true contribution to the
allied war effort during WW2.
ALAN MATTHEWS, WREXHAM, NORTH WALES, UK

I should refer all enquiries on this subject
to Arthur Marder's Old Friends, New Enemies, all
about the Royal Navy and the Imperial Japanese
Navy, Volume 1 (Oxford University Press 1981).
Naval history of the twentieth century is full of
queries as to Churchill's actions and intentions.
PROF. BARRY GOUGH, WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY

We would publish Mr. Matthews's critique,
provided it didn't float unprovable conspiracy theo-
ries. But before making generalizations he needs a
little more experience with our website. Try "Errors
and Character Flaws," including "believing that
capital ships were safe from hostile aircraft." Or, in
"Churchill the Great?" in Finest Hour 104:
"Opinion polls canvassed in Belfast, Cardiff and
Edinburgh do not provide much comfort: memories
are exceptionally long in Belleek, Tonypandy and
parts of Dundee." Undoubtedly those memories in-
clude Welshmen like Mr. Matthews. But we are not
sure they would all be shared by another Welsh-
man,who both criticised and admired Churchill,
David Lloyd George. -Ed.

COVER OFF//104
Churchill was entitled to wear an RAF uni-

form after his appointment in 1939 as an Hon-
orary Air Commodore of No. 615 (County of
Surrey) Squadron, an auxiliary or reserve unit.
(The letter "A" on the uniform lapel is for "Auxil-
iary.") The ribbons appear to be (L-R): Row 1:
Order of the Companions of Honour, India
Medal, Queen's Sudan Medal, Queen's South
Africa Medal. Row 2: 1914-1915 star, War
Medal(?), Victory Medal, 1939-1945 Star. Row
3: Africa Star, Italy Star, France and Germany
Stars, Defence Medal. Row 4: George V Corona-
tion Medal, George V Jubilee Medal, George VI
Coronation Medal, Territorial Decoration. Row
5: Order of Military Merit (Spain), Cuban Cam-
paign Medal(?), U. S. Distinguished Service
Medal and Khedive's Sudan Medal (?). Those
with question marks are indistinct.
HON. DOUGLAS S. RUSSELL, IOWA CITY, IOWA, USA

DUMPING DE GAULLE
One wonders why the press made such a

fuss over this episode (Datelines, FH 105) since
the matter is referred to not only by Churchill in
Volume IV of his Second World War (Chapter
XLIV) but by Eden's memoirs, The Reckoning,
Chapter VIII, published in 1965: "The Prime
Minister had been for nearly a fortnight in
Washington and subject, of course, to repeated
American denunciation of the Free French
leader. He now telegraphed suggesting that his
colleagues should urgently consider whether de
Gaulle should not now be eliminated as a politi-
cal force." Diary, 23rd May 1943: "Cabinet at 9
pm re de Gaulle and Winston's proposal to
break with him now. Everyone against and very
brave about it in his absence. Attlee and I replied
to the Prime Minister immediately after the
meeting." A lengthy telegram is then quoted.
PAUL H. COURTENAY, ANDOVER, HANTS., UK

AMAZON SALES FIGURES
Regarding ("Around & About," FH 105, p.

9), Amazon.com informs me that their numbers
represent a best seller list: "The calculation is
based on Amazon.com sales and is updated reg-
ularly. The top 10,000 best sellers are updated
each hour to reflect sales over the preceding 24
hours. The next 100,000 are updated daily. The
rest of the list is updated monthly, based on sev-
eral different factors." So a rank of 6000 means a
book is their 6000th best selling title. Thus The
Great Republic was 394 when released but is now
8705. But since there are at least a million books
in print, Churchill's numbers are holding up
well. When Jim Overmeyer checked, xver War
ranked 65,717th, History of the English-Speaking
Peoples 38,459th, My Early Life 16,726th and
The Second World War 6425th.
SUZANNE SIGMAN, MILTON, MASS., USA
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PERSONALITY OF THE CENTURY-. OUR READERS WRITE

In the context of the recent World Trade
Organization protests in Seattle, it

should not be forgotten that Free Trade was
so much the fibre of Churchill's political
make-up that he crossed the floor over that
principle 95 years ago. The European
Community, which has come to be such an
economic powerhouse, was strongly advo-
cated by Churchill at Zurich in 1946 and
consistently thereafter. Let us not forget
that his second volume of postwar speeches
is entitled Europe Unite. Those are world-
impact positions of far greater international
moment than the New Deal. While not
perfect (and which rival for Person of the
Century is?), Churchill's mark on this cen-
tury is unequalled and irreplaceable. It is
unlikely that any of us will live to see his
equal in the century to come.

-RONALD I. COHEN, OTTAWA, ONT, CANADA

The principal motivation of the Politi-
cally Correct types in control of the

universities and the media is that human
beings are lost and hopeless victims of an
irrational chaos against which the human
spirit is powerless. Such a view cannot be
laid at Einstein's door, but his conception
of the vastness of the cosmos and the seem-
ing irrationality of its laws, when translated
by the PC crowd, probably justifies for
them the pessimism that underlies their
view of the universe—hence their choice of
Einstein. Contrast the PC-view of
Mankind with the self-motivated, positive,
up-and-at-'em spirit of Churchill, and you
can comprehend how the doom-and-gloom
crowd couldn't possibly have picked some-
one like Churchill. He was simply too
grandly human to qualify for Time's award.

-LEONARD WINSTON, VTA INTERNET

T ime says Einstein, and time may ulti-
mately agree. But history will conclude

with clarity and finality that Winston
Churchill had the greatest impact on politi-
cal and military outcomes during the entire
20th and much of the 21st century. You
know this as well or better than anyone....

-JOHN C. HASSETT, BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF., USA

Einstein was brilliant and made great
strides in theoretical physics but this

was based on the previous work of many
others as he in turn provided the basis for
the further work of others. As with Newton
and his Calculus, there were others in a po-
sition to take up the threads of develop-

ment. Liebnitz made an independent major
contribution to calculus using a different
notation. The development of mathematics
and physics would have been the same had
there been no Newton; the timing may
have been altered by a decade or two. Had
there been no Einstein, the world would be
the same, give or take a year, or decade, or
two.

Churchill's worldwide political influ-
ence could be said to start in 1911 with his
appointment as First Lord of the Admiralty
and endure until his resignation as Prime
Minister in 1955- His literary life for which
he received his Nobel Prize started with the
Malakand Field Force published in 1898
and ended with his epilogue to the
abridged edition of The Second World War
published in 1959. Not even Roosevelt can
claim anywhere near this record.

In 1914 the Royal Navy would al-
most certainly have been less well prepared
for the Great War. The war might indeed
have been "lost in an afternoon" on the

North Sea. In 1940, with Halifax or an-
other as Prime Minister, further appease-
ment or some sort of accommodation with
Axis powers was quite possible. He did not
do it alone as he himself acknowledged.
"The nation had the lion's heart. I had the
luck to give the roar." Without Churchill
the world would be a very different place.

When the Twentieth Century really
ends on 31 December 2000, we hope that
the editors of Time will have used the ensu-
ing twelve months learning the lessons pro-
vided by this dummy run and name the
real Person of the Century.

-NEIL COATES, ROSE BAY, TAS., AUSTRALIA

While I was disappointed to hear of
the selection of Einstein, I was even

more disappointed to hear Time's rationale
that politics has only temporary impact,
while science is forever. With this kind of
logic driving the train, I can see how they
made this gross error.

-STEVE WALKER, NORMAN, OKLA., USA

Obviously the editors of Time took a
safe path, ignoring the fact that Sir

Winston was crucial to the continuance of
the life we currently enjoy. In fact, were it
not for him, there might not even be a
Time magazine today. Given the middle-of-
the-road "politics" required for keeping
magazine subscribers, I should not have ex-
pected a different outcome. The day after I
heard the Time announcement I received
Finest Hour 104. For a few seconds I was
taken in by the cover. This was display of
cleverness that I think Sir Winston himself
probably would have enjoyed. In any case,
I liked it. My compliments to whoever
came up with the idea.

-DALE WEBER, ROCHESTER, MICH., USA

^VXTThere would we be if not for him

Tnstead of giving in to tyranny

" X T ever surrender was his rallying cry

O topping Hitler with his words

' I "*ill America joined his cause

Our world would be a different place
had he

X Tot stood up to the Nazi beast

-BILL CRANFORD, PERKASIE, PA., USA M>
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DATELINES
QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"People do not want to get enthusiastic ahout anything...politics are extremely dull; no exciting dehates, no close di-

visions, no violent scenes ruffle the serenity...no violent agitation disturhs the tranquillity of the country—all is rest

and sleepy, comf ortahle peace. In the words of the popular song you might have heard: 'Every eyelid closes; All the

world reposes; Lazily, lazily, drowsily, drowsily; In the noonday sun.'"

WSC, CLAVERTON MANOR, BATH, 26 JULY 1897

PARENTAL LEAVE
If Winston Churchill had taken leave

for the birth of his daughter Sarah in Oc-
tober 1914, he would have had to aban-
don the defense of Antwerp, which would
have fallen a week sooner, preventing the
French and British Armies from moving
northwest and allowing the French Chan-
nel ports to be occupied by the Germans,
a calamity that might have altered the
course of World War I. Memo to Tony
Blair: Ministerial Leavetaking may lead to
discomfiting results.

VLADIMIR PUTIN, CHURCHILLIAN?
Moscow, FEBRUARY 20TH— Churchill is re-
puted to have said, "Anyone who is not a
liberal at twenty has no heart; anyone
who is not a conservative at forty has no
brains." In an interview with The New
York Times sent to us by Marc David
Miller, Vladimir Putin, President of the
Russian Federation, is quoted as saying,
"Anyone who doesn't regret the passing of
the Soviet Union has no heart...anyone
who wants it restored has no brains." We
fully share half his sentiment.

GETTING TO CHARTWELL
This time of year we are often asked

how to get to Chartwell other than by
driving (complicated and time-consum-
ing what with London traffic). The
Chartwell Explorer is an efficient coach
service operated by Country Lanes West
Kent in an effort to cut down on the ap-
palling traffic over Kentish lanes. Last
year it operated weekends and bank holi-
days from mid-May to early September
and on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days during July-August (closed Mondays
and Tuesdays). Departures from Charing
Cross began at 0930 with returns from as

Chartwell, Westerham, Kent

late as 1750. We advise the earliest depar-
ture and last return possible, as there is
much to do, luncheon facilities and
plenty of room to roam when you've seen
the house and grounds. Return coach fare
(with a pot of tea thrown in!) cost £3. A
"London Special," including coach out,
train back and entry to Chartwell was
only £12, or £7.50 if you are a National
Trust member. Children half price.
Sounds like a deal to us. Ring the
Chartwell Explorer at (0345) 696966.

British Rail. Our readers recommend
the Capital Coast Express from Victoria
Station, or any other train marked, "to
East Grinstead and calling at Oxted." You
must get one that stops at Oxted, which
is the closest rail station to Chartwell.
Fare is about £6 and a cab to Westerham
costs another £6. You can arrange with
the taxi driver to meet you at Chartwell

for the ride back. If you make a mistake
and go to Sevenoaks, the taxi fare will be
at least three times as high.

Be sure to ring Chartwell if you have
any questions about opening times, etc.:
(01732) 868381.

SIR GEORGE KENNARD, BT.
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir George Ken-

nard, 3rd Bt. has died at the age of 84.
Rafal Heydel-Mankoo reports: "Born
1915, Sir George was the commanding
officer of the 4th Hussars (Churchill
joined the regiment in 1895 and would
later become its colonel), the son of 'ec-
centric' parents. His father was a penni-
less baronet who was mesmerised by Ara-
bia. His mother was a drug addict who
spent the last years of her life in an insti-
tution believing she was a dog." ICS UK
chairman Col. Nigel Knocker writes: "I
knew Sir George slightly when I was in
the British Army. He was a delightful ec-
centric who was nicknamed 'Loopy,' and
was one of those officers whom soldiers
followed more out of curiosity than any-
thing else!" Sorry we never met the gent.

WAR PAPERS UNPUBLISHED
In our last issue (p. 8) we reported

April 6th as the launch date for "The
Ever-Widening War," Volume 3 of The
Churchill War Papers, corresponding to
Companion Volume 6, Part 3 of the Offi-
cial Biography, Winston S. Churchill. The
book did not appear. We have no further
details to give you. We shall make no fur-
ther announcements until we have copies
in our hands. We regret to have misled
the many readers who were looking for-
ward to this work and assure you our dis-
appointment is as keen as yours.

continued overleaf...

FINEST HOUR 106/6



DATELINES

FIRST WOMAN MP
CHURCHILLTRIVIA answer 979 (FH

104), that Nancy Astor was the first
woman MP, requires amplification. The
first woman actually elected to Parliament
was Constance Markiewicz (nee Gore-
Booth), as Member for the St. Patrick's
Division of Dublin in the General Elec-
tion of 1918. As a member of Sinn Fein,
she did not however take her seat at West-
minster, in line with Sinn Fein policy
which (relative to the remaining West-
minster seats for Northern Ireland) con-
tinues to this day.

Nancy Astor, the first woman actu-
ally to take her seat, was elected MP for
Plymouth Sutton at a by-election in
1919, replacing her husband, who had
been ennobled. Astor is remembered as
the author of the shameful quip, "The D-
Day Dodgers," a reference to the Allied
Armies in Italy who fought a dreadful and
thankless campaign against bitter opposi-
tion which culminated in the crushing of
the German forces on the Po and their
unconditional surrender on 2 May 1945.
They unofficially adopted the title "D-
Day Dodgers" and even produced a ditty
by the same name set to the tune "Lili
Marlene." -Peter Macfarlane

HAIDER ON WSC AND DRESDEN
According to a Tasmanian newspa-

per, in a supposed interview with the
Sunday Telegraph, the leader of Austria's
Freedom Party, Jurgen Haider, said
Churchill was responsible for destroying
the German city of Dresden during the
Second World War. Haider was thought
to have made the remark to a Viennese
magazine which he pressured not to print
before recent Austrian elections. When
his remark was quoted he said: "Yes.
With Churchill there are a lot of bad
things—and a lot of honour. He did
right and wrong. That's the fate of an im-
portant politician."

Asked what Churchill had done
wrong, Haider said: "The bad things were
like the decision to destroy cities such as
Dresden, where there were no soldiers of
the German army. There were only citi-
zens." Mr. Haider's comments came as
the Duke of Kent was preparing to com-
memorate the 55th anniversary of the
Dresden raid by presenting a replica orb

THE CHURCHILL CALENDAR
All postings welcome; owing to our quarterly schedule, we need copy at least three months in advance.

2000
31 August-2 September: Churchill Panel & Dinner, APSA Meeting, Washington, D.C.

13-17 September: 17th International Churchill Conference, Anchorage, Alaska
contact for both: James W. Muller, tel. (907) 786-4740 (address on page 2)

26-29 October: Churchill Center Board of Governors Meeting, Chapel Hill, NC
contact: Lorraine C. Horn, Administrator, tel. (888) WSC-1874 (address on page 2)
30 November: 126th Birthday Dinner, Anchorage, AK {Contact James Muller)

2001
14 February: Centenary of Churchill's Entry into Parliament

10 March (tentative): Commissioning of USS Winston S. Churchill, Norfolk, Va.
9-13 August: 18th International Churchill Conference, San Diego, Calif.

contact: Curt Zoller, zcurt@earthlink.net or tel. (714) 581-6534.

2002
Spring: 10th International Churchill Tour, England and Scotland * contact: Editor

19th International Churchill Conference, England • contact: ICS UK

and cross to Dresden's cathedral, which
was bombed on 13 February 1945.
Haider also implied Austrians would not
be upset by the Prince of Wales's cancella-
tion of a planned visit in May in protest
at his election, snorting, "The Austrian
people would have been disappointed if
Diana had been coming, and then can-
celled. But this...is not the case."

Member Martin Fischer (Austria)
comments: "Haider never gave an inter-
view with the Telegraph, so the Tasmanian
newspaper cites a fake. What he did say,
in an interview with the Vienna paper
Der Falter in September 1999 was, ap-
proximately: 'If I'd look at Hitler,
Churchill and Stalin, I'd have a hard
choice; they are all the same.' (Source in
German can be found at the website:
http://store.falter.at/interview.html.)

"However, as our state secretary last
night pointed out, we had little choice be-
side reelection. Now we have the oppor-
tunity to prove that he as well as his
cronies are not able to govern the country,
a situation that is foreseeable as long as
people elect those with the highest enter-
tainment value."

COATES ON WSC & DRESDEN
Neil Coates comments on the above:

If news like the above is to be taken seri-
ously, it should run alongside two quotes
from the Official Biography, Vol. VII:

"On the night of 13 February

1945...British bombers struck at the city
of Dresden, dropping 1471 tons of high
explosive bombs, and 1175 tons of incen-
diaries. A few hours later American
bombers carried out a daylight raid over
the same city, dropping 689 tons of
bombs on the still-burning ruins. The
raid was a direct result of the agreement
reached at Yalta by the British, United
States and Soviet Chiefs of Staff, to make
emergency use of Anglo-American air
power in order to disrupt German rein-
forcements moving eastward to the Russ-
ian front." (1219)

"Churchill said: 'The destruction of
Dresden remains a serious query against
the conduct of Allied bombing. I am of
the opinion that military objectives must
henceforward be more strictly studied....I
feel the need for more precise concentra-
tion upon military objectives such as oil
and communications behind the immedi-
ate battle-zone, rather than on mere acts
of terror and wanton destruction however
impressive.' Churchill did not initiate this
series of raids but soon modified them
when he became aware of their effects."
(1257)

The bombing of Dresden must be re-
garded as one of the fortunes of war. If
there is any residual criminality it pales to
insignificance beside a government policy
of the murder of millions of people merely
because of their ethnic origin or religion.

continued overleaf...
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CHURCHILL CENTER NEWS

2000 BLENHEIM AWARDS
TO FROST, DARRAHS

The Churchill Center Board of Gov-
ernors has prersented the coveted
Blenheim Award to three members of
ICS United Kingdom: John Frost of New
Barnet, Hertfordshire and Jack and Rita
Darrah of Luton, Bedfordshire. The
awards will be presented at the next ICS
UK meeting they are able to attend.

John Frost's legendary collection of
newspapers has served as the basis of re-
search for writers, filmmakers and histori-
ans for two generations. Every few weeks
for the past twenty years, a large bundle
has arrived at Finest Hour from John, our
cuttings (clippings) editor: Churchill arti-
cles of every stripe, which are turned into
articles or entries for "International Date-
lines" or serve as leads to features. John
provides occasional historical gems, such
as an original newspaper from VE-Day,
which go into the magazine's permanent
collection to be handed down from editor
to editor. The Blenheim Award comes
with many happy returns, for April 2000
marks John Frost's eightieth birthday.

Jack and Rita Darrah set up the
"Churchill Rooms" at Bletchley Park,
Bucks., displaying books and memora-
bilia from Jack's personal collection, aug-
mented by additional material donated by
members. Their work was reported in
Finest Hour 91: "Bletchley Park Blooms
with Churchilliana."

But Jack and Rita have done more
than stock some cases with Churchilliana.
They serve as active ambassadors of good
will, enthusiastically greeting and guiding
thousands of people, including CC/ICS
members and tour groups through the
Churchill Rooms. They especially wel- j
come school children, hoping to acquaint
them with a story that is not much taught
in schools. In the last two years Jack has
hosted over 4000 students.

The Blenheim Award is a recognition
of those who have notably contributed to
the memory of Sir Winston, the under-
standing of his life and times, and/or for
notable contributions to The Churchill
Center and Societies. We are all very
grateful to John, Jack and Rita.

Left: John Frost at work. Right: Jack and Rita Darrah admire a Nemon bust at Bletchley. Douglas Hall photo.

THANKS WENDYI ENDOWMENT NEAR $2,000,000
Left: Wendy Reves, CSC and WSC lunching on the
Riviera, 1957. This photo was surreptitiously shot by a
Paris Match faux waiter with a camera in his tie!

HONORARY member Wendy Reves,
Sir Winston's hostess during his re-

tirement and widow of his literary collab-
orator Emery Reves, has bequeathed
$500,000 to The Churchill Center En-
dowment to create the Wendy and Emery
Reves Library at the Center's Washington
headquarters. Together with Emery's
book collection, which she had previously
bequeathed, Wendy's generous gift is the
largest to the endowment fund yet, bring-
ing the total commitment to $1,868,291.

Hungarian-born Emery Reves had
distributed Churchill's articles to the Eu-
ropean press since the 1930s, but as
Hitler's influence grew his press outlets
dried up. When the war started the Jew-
ish Reves was on Nazi target lists;
Churchill helped him escape from Paris
to London and eventually New York,
where he set up Cooperation Publishing
Co. After the war, Reves spearheaded the
sale of Churchill's war memoirs (see
"Sales Department for the Production
Chief," FH 96 p. 34), and dozens of other
titles which he spread worldwide. After
stepping down as Premier Churchill spent
much of his time at the Reves's villa "La
Pausa," where Wendy, who still resides

there, worked tirelessly to please their
guest. It was Wendy, likewise, who in
1988 put up the editorial fees to make
possible the Churchill War Papers series.

The Churchill Center plans to cen-
tralize its administrative offices in Wash-
ington, the seat of American government,
the most visited city for foreign leaders,
with the greatest concentration of schools
of international affairs. The Reves Library
will contain a standard reference collec-
tion of Churchill's books in all their edi-
tions, plus books about him. In addition
to Emery's books, which include many
rare foreign editions, the library has re-
ceived a first edition of the Malakand
Field Force from Edwin F. Russell, the
Conover Collection of signed books, let-
ters and photos, and books donated by
Celwyn Ball and Dorothy Reinke. All are
currently held in trust by the editor.

ARCHIVES EXHIBIT GUARANTEE
Wendy Reves further underscores her

support by guaranteeing up to $100,000
of the financing necessary to produce a
major Churchill Archival Exhibit in the
United States. The Churchill Center is
presently in discussion with Churchill
Archives Centre, and other large archival
sources, along with likely venues in Wash-
ington and elsewhere. With its American
location in mind, the exhibit will concen-
trate on aspects of Churchill's relationship
with the USA and its leaders. As usual,
FH readers will be first to know of devel-
opments. >»
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Winston (aged 11) with Grandpapa in the
Garden of No. 10 Downing Street, 1952.

WINSTON CHURCHILL
JOINS ASSOCIATES

Winston S. Churchill has joined the
Clementine Churchill Associates by do-
nating $25,000 to The Churchill Center
Endowment fund. This is only the latest
expression of his support for the Chur-
chill Center and Societies that extends
back over thirty years. Mr. Churchill be-
came our third honorary member in June
1968, succeeding his father Randolph. At
the time our only other Honorary Mem-
ber was Lady Churchill.

After a 27-year career as a Member

of Parliament, Mr. Churchill left the
Commons to devote more time to his ca-
reer as a journalist, which predates his po-
litical years. He is a contributor to Finest
Hour (his latest article is in this issue),
and has granted FH permission to reprint
his grandfather's work in our pages. He is
also promoting development of an elec-
tronic reference to the Churchill Papers
by Southampton University and the
Churchill Archives. In addition to being
an Honorary Member and Associate, Mr.
Churchill serves as a Trustee of The
Churchill Center. We are proud to have
Sir Winston's grandson so much involved
in our affairs and are grateful as always for
his generous support.

LADY SOAMES TO JOIN ALASKA
CRUISE AND CONFERENCE

Our Patron looks forward to joining
Churchillians for views of glaciers and
whales from the cruise on southeast
Alaska's "Inside Passage" before the 17th
International Churchill Conference, to be
held in Anchorage in mid-September.
The cruise on the Endeavour, departing
from Seattle on September 2, will visit
Misty Fjords, Ketchikan, Sitka, and Glac-
ier Bay National Park before arriving in
Alaska's capital city of Juneau on Septem-

REMEMBER WINSTON CHURCHILL

Will future generations remember?
Will the ideas you cherish now be sustained thert.

Will someone articulate your principles?
Who will guide your grandchildren, your faith and your country?

There is an answer.

The Churchill Center Associates (listed on page 2) are people who have committed
a minimum of $10,000 over four years, and other bequests or gifts,

all tax-deductible, to The Churchill Center Endowment Fund.

With their help—and yours—
The Churchill Center will endure as a powerful voice,
sustaining those beliefs Sir Winston and we hold dear.

Now. And for future generations.

If you would like to consider becoming a Churchill Center Associate
please contact

Richard M. Langworth
Chairman, Board of Trustees

(888) 454-2275 • Email malakand@conknet.com

ber 9th. At this writing, some cabins were
still available: to make reservations, or for
more information, call Cindy Smirnoff at
Custom Travel Consultants at (907) 344-
8786, or fax her at (907) 344-8802.

The Conference will be held in An-
chorage on September 13-17, beginning
with a Mountaintop Reception hosted by
the British Consul-General of San Fran-
cisco. Reservations may be made at the
headquarters hotel, the Westin Alyeska
Prince Hotel in Anchorage, by calling
(800) 228-3000 in Canada or the USA
(or, in the UK, 0800-325-959-595); ask
for the International Churchill Confer-
ence rate. Or fax your request, with a
credit card number, to (907) 754-2200.

Members of the Churchill Center
and the International Churchill Societies
have already received conference registra-
tion materials. For more information on
the conference, see our website (www.win-
stonchurchill.org).

CELIA SANDYS SEEKS ACCOUNTS
OF GRANDFATHER'S TRAVELS

Celia Sandys's third book on her
grandfather will involve his world travels,
and she is particularly interested in hear-
ing from anyone who can relate the expe-
riences of relatives or friends who may
have met WSC on his visits to North
America. Anecdotes, printed information,
letters and photographs are especially
sought. Please describe material to Celia
by email to (celia.sandys@ukgateway.net)
or by fax: dialed from North America, the
number is (01144) 1672-871066.

TORONTO
NOVEMBER 29TH— Members of The Other
Club of Ontario gathered in the superb
library of the Royal Canadian Military
Institute to hear local member Terry
Reardon present "Thoughts on the Eve of
the 125th Anniversary of Churchill's
Birth." There were many new members in
the crowd of about fifty. Some had re-
cently attended the Gettysburg Theme
Conference, about which ICS Canada
President Randy Barber reported.

Randy writes: "As is my wont, I
brought several 'show & tell' articles for
the multitudes to fondle in the touchy-

continued overleaf
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feely part. Coffee and light snacks were
provided so no one went home ravenous
and chewed out die spouse. Indeed a high
percentage of the fairer sex were in atten-
dance: until one of the male members lit
up the biggest stogie I've ever seen and
the crowd thinned rather noticeably for
ten feet around him...."

Past President Bernard Webber con-
cluded the evening with a video presenta-
tion of Chartwell. For information on fu-
ture events, with and without cigars, con-
tact Other Club President Norm
MacLeod (address on page 2).

GETTYSBURG:
Right: Abraham

Lincoln=James

Getty delivers the

Gettysburg Address.

Below: Craig Horn

(representing Gen.

Lee) and conference

chairman and CC

President John

Plumpton with

Mr. President.

GETTYSBURG
SEPTEMBER 24-26TH—Ghosts of
History walk hallowed ground at Gettys-
burg, Pennsylvania. From the awful days
of 1863, when Lee led his troops to the
"High Water Mark of the Confederacy"
and Chamberlain and Pickett charged
through the portal of fame, to Lincoln's
immortal address at the new national
cemetery, to later years when other world
leaders came to visit, Gettysburg has
hosted history's greats.

In May 1959, Churchill came by he-
licopter from Washington to see the bat-
tlefield from the air and to visit the farm
of his wartime colleague, Dwight Eisen-
hower. Their meeting was celebrated in
Finest Hour 103, marked by Charlotte
Thibault's expressive painting, "Churchill
and Eisenhower at Gettysburg."

Both the Civil War battle and the
1959 Churchill visit were highlighted at
the first Churchill Theme-Conference at
Gettysburg on 24-26 September, chaired
by John Plumpton, with the significant
help of Ruth Plumpton and Lorraine and
Craig Horn. Attended by several hundred
members and friends, it was a most suc-
cessful event which impressed several im-
portant facts on us: people like events
where Churchill shares the spotlight with
another key historical theme; they also
like the idea of shorter, less expensive con- j
ferences offering a choice of overnight ac-
commodations at different prices.

Friday September 24th involved reg-
istration at the Hotel Gettysburg, staffed
by Lorraine Horn and Ruth Plumpton,
who offered a variety of Churchill Stores
items provided by Gail Greenly. In the af-

ternoon we repaired to the church at-
tended by President Eisenhower (and
Abraham Lincoln when he came to town
for his famous address) to hear Michael
Birkner, Professor of History at Gettys-
burg College, discuss Eisenhower's years
in town. Coaches then took us to the
Eisenhower Historic Site, the only home
Ike and Mamie ever owned, visited by a
host of people from Montgomery and de
Gaulle to Nehru and Sir Winston. At the
evening dinner our speaker was Warren
Kimball of Rutgers University, who con-
sidered "Churchill and Eisenhower: A Re-
lationship Forged in War." Prof. Kimball
also received the 1999 Farrow Award for
Excellence in Churchill Studies.

On Saturday a short walk took us to
Gettysburg College for a lecture and
slides by Judge Frank Williams, Chair-
man of the Lincoln Forum, before an au-
dience which included students. His topic
was "Roosevelt, Lincoln, Churchill and
Eisenhower: Communitarians, Warriors
and Echo Men." Judge Williams didn't
hesitate to express opinions which were
debatable enough to spark a lively ex-
change with the audience! We enjoyed
this because it was a most stimulating ex-
perience. After the lecture, coaches took

us to a tour of the famous battlefield,
where we were able to observe a lifelike
reenactment by Blue and Grey soldiers of
the skirmishing on the Emmitsburg Road
and Peach Orchard in July 1863.

After dinner Saturday evening at the
historic Dobbin House Tavern, we were
entertained by Abraham Lincoln—well,
James Getty, attired as (and making a very
convincing replica of) America's 16th
President. He had to be convincing, for
the Q&A was again lively, with Iowan-
turned-Maryland Confederate Craig
Horn confronting the President on why
he thought it appropriate to suspend
Habeas Corpus! Mr. Lincoln handled the
challenge with aplomb, and for good
measure redelivered the Gettysburg Ad-
dress at closing ceremonies at the Na-
tional Cemetery Sunday morning.

Congratulations to John Plumpton
for this exciting concept which proved
such a success, and to Ruth, Lorraine and
Craig for their time and effort not only
during the events but in the extensive
planning and pre-registration.

BACK TO CALIFORNIA IN 2001
The International Churchill Confer-

ence returns to California for the first
time since 1990 in the San Diego area on
August 9-13th, 2001. The date was se-
lected with younger members in mind, to
occur at a time when school is out. Ac-
commodations will be reasonably priced
with lower cost alternatives available, and
members, friends and students will be ad-
mitted at low or no charge to daytime
events and evening speeches. The object is
to allow younger members and those with
children to attend more easily. (Average
age of CC members is only 48).

The conference committee, under
Vice-President Bill Ives, includes the en-
thusiastic members of California Chur-
chillians, who will help organize and staff
the events. Programs will involve more
audience participation, as at Gettysburg
(see left), with freewheeling debates and
the sharing of opinions. If you are inter-
ested in playing a part (or just learning
about the next California event this year),
please contact Curt Zoller, 21335 Amora
St., Mission Viejo CA 92692, email
zcurt@earthlink.net or telelphone (714)
581-6534. >»
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MICHAEL WYBROW 1930-2000
GUILDFORD, SURREY, MARCH 3RD— His many

friends in Churchill and bookish circles mourn the
death of our friend and colleague Michael
Wybrow, Churchill collector extraordinaire, who
created one of the finest collections in Great
Britain and was also an active member of the
Committee of ICS/UK for many years.

Michael Wybrow and Dalton Newfield were
the world's first Churchill specialist booksellers,
both in business as early as the 1970s. Many col-

lectors remember the bookfairs Michael organised in the alley next to the Royal
Academy, or met him at the Cafe Royale bookfairs. Mark Weber recalls Michael's
collecting enthusiasm: "He left no stone unturned and had some remarkable
schemes to acquire material. I remember him telling me that in the Sixties after
Churchill died, he wrote to many titled people asking if they had programmes or
memorabilia from any ceremonies involving Churchill. The result was a nice collec-
tion of tickets and leaflets on the various Freedoms of Cities and similar ceremonies
honouring Churchill. What rich pickings he must have had back then."

The greatest day I ever spent at Chartwell was with Michael Wybrow. Former
administrator Jean Broome had kindly invited us on a "closed day" and, after a
rousing ride out in his beloved Rover 3.5 V-8, we were turned loose to examine the
book collection. We found many editions we had never laid eyes on before, particu-
larly foreign language issues like the Brazilian, Spanish, even Turkish editions of the
war memoirs. That day really was the spark that inspired me to write A Connois-
seur's Guide to the Books of Sir Winston Churchill, published in time to send Michael
a copy and show him the acknowledgement recalling our trip.

I doubt alas if he was able to read the whole book, for his eyesight had failed,
and anyone who loves books can imagine how frustrating that would be. It is to his
great credit, and an inspiration to his friends, that all he would ever say about his
increasing infirmities was that they amounted to "a spot of bother."

"Some men when they die after busy, toilsome, successful lives leave a great
stock of scrip and securities, of acres or factories or the good will of large undertak-
ings," Churchill once wrote of his friend F. E. Smith. Michael Wybrow, like F. E.,
"banked his treasure in the hearts of his friends, and they will cherish his memory
till their time is come." -RML

WORLD CRISIS TO W.C.
1 September 1999
Department of State, Office of Protocol
Gifts to Federal Employees from Foreign
Government Sources Reported in 1999:
Person Accepting Gift: President Clinton
Identity of Donor: His Majesty
Mohammed VI, King of Morocco

Gift & Estimated Value: Antique
leather-bound books—six volume set of
The World Crisis, by Winston S.
Churchill, first edition, $2400.

The other books the King gave to
the President on this occasion were
Orme's Anecdotes, Petrarch's Sonnets, and
Caesar's Commentaries; total estimated
value of all these books, including The
World Crisis, listed as $14,400.

ENIGMA ENIGMA
BLETCHLEY PARK (REUTERS), MARCH

19TH— A thief walked off with a rare
Enigma machine used by the Nazis to
send coded messages during World War
II and one of only three in the world. It
was lifted during an open day on Satur-
day at the once top-secret Bletchley Park
estate where the code was broken.

"The machine was stolen from a dis-
play cabinet," a police spokesman said.
"There does appear to be quite a large
market for World War II memorabilia
and if you are a collector then an Enigma
machine would be something you would
want in your collection." Police said the
machine was worth several thousand
pounds but its historical value is impossi-

ble to estimate. "This is a devastating
theft," Bletchley Park Trust director
Christine Large said. "Very many people
are deeply upset and we are just hoping
for its safe return."

Historians believe the success of the
cryptographers at Bletchley Park north of
London—code-named "Station X" dur-
ing the war—in breaking a code that the
Germans believed was unbreakable has-
tened the Allied victory by several years.
At its peak, the centre employed thou-
sands of people—an eclectic mix of math-
ematicians, linguists and crossword ex-
perts who handled millions of German
military messages every year.

The code-busters included Alan Tur-
ing, a mathematician whose ground-
breaking work is seen as having paved the
way for the modern computer.

Bletchley Park's work was so secret
that its existence was not revealed until
the late 1960s, more than two decades
after the war ended.

The Centre was scheduled for demo-
lition but interest in the wartime exploits
related by former staff during a reunion
in 1991 helped lead to its restoration.

ANOTHER DAMNED BOXER
LONDON, JANUARY 22ND— Former

World Heavyweight Champion Mike
Tysons visit to Parliament was cancelled
after Clive Soley, chairman of the Parlia-
mentary Labour Party (PLP), was asked
to step in after protests. "It was a case of
either going two rounds with Tyson or
two rounds with the PLP," said Mr Soley.

Meanwhile, Tyson offered a histori-
cal tableau at Madame Tussaud's, brand-
ing Winston Churchill "another damned
limey" while throwing his arms around
wax figures of Saddam Hussein, Qaddafi,
Castro and Lenin ("they're our boys").
Tyson cold-shouldered the figures of Tony
Blair, Margaret Thatcher and the Beatles,
and gave an obscene salute to F. W. de
Klerk, who released Nelson Mandela and
helped bring about the end of Apartheid.

Tyson gained admittance by barging
to the front of Tussaud's usual queue with
the help of two dozen "blatantly rude and
aggressive minders," according to News of
the World. What amazes us is that even a
British tabloid saw fit to devote half of
page 2 to this performance.
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ERRATUM: FH104
Page 19: caption indicates that Do-

minic Walters is Paul Courtcnay and vice
versa. For the record, in the lower photos
Dominic is at left and Paul at right!

AROUND & ABOUT

David Irving, the Hitler apologist and Churchill
hater, has lost a three-month libel battle in

England's High Court against Penguin Publishing
and Deborah Lipstadt, whose book, Denying the
Holocaust, had called him a World War II holocaust denial fanatic. The judge's summary
was damning, branding Irving as a "racist and an anti-Semite" who associated with neo-
Nazi groups. There wasn't a redeeming sentence in the judgement. Irving doesn't seem
to be at all repentent, but we suspect his bank manager is. Estimates are that this case
will have cost him at least £2 million.

1) GAME: A novel bleat was published in the February 18th Globe and Mail,
Canada's national newspaper, from one David Kipling, protesting a February 16th column by Marcus Gee, who
named Churchill the greatest figure of the 20th century: "Well, the man certainly scored a heck of a body count
among soldiers and citizens—including a few striking Welsh miners even before the Second World War. A parlia-
mentary tactician devoid of political commitment, with an artful line of patter straight out of Queen Anne's reign,
he climbed on stage for the Hitler thing and caused less evil than Adolf. This ranks as 'great'?....Under orders 'we'
had to fight each other on the beaches, but you bosses fought from cozy concrete bunkers 50 feet underground....No
more 'Churchills' of any name or nation!" Finest Hour replied: "There are plenty of legitimate Churchill critics and
critiques, so why give space to cranks? The Churchill Mr. Kipling says fought World War II 'from cozy concrete
bunkers' had to be restrained from spending Blitz nights on the Downing Street roof, and—aged 65-70—flew
around the world in cold, unpressurized aircraft, contracting pneumonia on one trip, in the interest of the war ef-
fort, which is more than we recall any other leader doing."

2) SET: Incredibly, this drew a response from David Irving (see above), who apparently subscribes to the Globe
and Mail! "If I may respond, as a historian who has worked for 20 years on the great man's biography: It may well
be, as Richard Langworth says (letter, March 8), that Mr. Churchill spent many a night on the roof of No. 10 Down-
ing Street. As we now know, however, those nights on the roof were nights when Winston knew from codebreaking
that London was not the target. When he knew that London was going to cop it, he hopped into his Daimler and
had himself driven out to Dytchley [sic] in Oxfordshire, for the night. Comparison of his desk diary, which I have,
and the Air Ministry records indicate this beyond doubt. Of course, he was a magnificent orator...."

3) AND MATCH...It took us just ten minutes to send the Glove and Mail the first citation challenging Mr. Irving:
The War and Colonel Warden, by Gerald Pawle, based on the recollections of Churchill's wartime naval aide Cdr. C.
R. "Tommy" Thompson (London: 1963, chapter 8, page 82): One night at Downing Street, "a strong presentiment of
danger" prompted Churchill to send his kitchen staff to a shelter, just before the kitchen was destroyed by a bomb
falling on the Treasury. Churchill immediately went in search of his staff and, finding them safe, led some guests
"through the India Office quadrangle to Storey's Gate, and up to the sandbagged emplacement which had been
built for him as an observation post on the roof of the Air Ministry. This was his favourite coign of vantage in air
raids." (He had it BUILT—get it?) Mr. Irving (we wrote) says he is a historian, but he is clearly unfamiliar with the
function of Ditchley. Churchill went there not to avoid London, but to avoid Chequers (the official country house of
Prime Ministers) when, on weekends of the full moon, Chequers could easily be spotted by enemy bombers. The
PM explained that he did "not object to chance but feels it a mistake to be a victim of design." (Fringes of Power,
Colville, London: 1985, p. 263). Churchill visited Ditchley exactly seven times during the entire war. (Gilbert, Win-
ston S. Churchill, vol. VI, London: 1983, passim.) Mr. Irving may like to know that the Luftwaffe visited London
rather more frequently, and not just on weekends. Numerous serious historians, from Higgins and Roskill to
Rhodes James and Charmley, have written cogently of Churchill's flaws which, like his qualities, were on a grand
scale. The points is that the qualities outnumbered the flaws—which did not include cowardice.

4) JUST SHUT UP! All of the above (and many other letters to the editor), was too much for Globe and Mail
columnist Rick Salutin, who wrote on March 17th: "Will all you people please shut up about Winston Churchill? It
hasn't stopped since before the millennium....Now, four months later, with Y2K just a memory, the Churchill torrent
pours on. Letters, articles, columns... Last week, David Irving took time off from his Holocaust denial trial in Lon-
don to write The Globe on Churchill, followed by a flood of rebuttal. My own view of Churchill is more restrained.
I'd say he was wrong on every issue in his life except one. But if you're only going to be right once, >»

FINESTHOURIO6/12



DATELINES

it's a good thing if it's about Hitler. Otherwise: He largely opposed the vote
for women; favoured forcible sterilization of 'the feeble-minded and insane
classes'; helped repress the Irish independence movement; supported mili-
tary intervention against the Russian revolution; welcomed Mussolini's
coup in Italy; wanted to use the 1926 General Strike as a pretext to smash
British labour; opposed India's independence; and helped launch the Cold

War by sending British troops to Greece to crush the anti-
Nazi resistance. He was also an unapologetic racist. He
called Indians 'baboos' and Africans 'fuzzy-wuzzies.' In
1919, when asked to allow use of poison gas 'against re-
calcitrant Arabs as an experiment,' he said: 'I do not un-
derstand the squeamishness.'...He believed in the destiny
of the 'British race' and 'English-speaking peoples'....One
merit of the Churchill yakfest is it lets us notice that the
old-fashioned racism of imperial days is still around. Take
the allegations about murders of natives by Saskatchewan
police...." and on and on ad infinitum in which Mr.
Salutin managed to insert his view of Canadian politics.

6) SHUT UP YOURSELF! The trouble with replying to the same old lies by
people who ignore responsible sources is that they get paid to write, whereas letters
to the editor get no pay. But new legions were coming to our aid...

"Rick Salutin has identified a point that we must not forget: even our
heroes were human, with flaws in their character and mistakes in their
record. Winston Churchill's 90 years of life and 70 years of military and po-
litical service certainly have moments that were not his "finest hour."

"Babe Ruth struck out more than 1,000 times, but his legacy is based on
his home runs, many at critical moments for his team. Salutin has the right
to challenge the legacy of Churchill, but it is also fair to ask him to be accu-
rate in his knowledge of history.

"Salutin is obviously unaware that the Irish nationalist who gave his
life for a peace settlement, Michael Collins, sent word to "tell Winston I
could never have done it without him." Churchill led the resistance to a
communist takeover in Greece, but surely Mr. Salutin is not suggesting that
Stalin would have removed Soviet troops from Poland, Hungary, East Ger-
many, etc. had Churchill given him that war-ravaged land! Churchill
warned of the "Iron Curtain" from "Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the
Adriatic" when other world leaders either didn't see it or refused to recog-
nize it. He did indeed have his battles with labour leaders, but his leader-
ship established unemployment insurance and labour exchanges (employ-
ment centres) in Britain prior to WWI.

"Yes, he made his mistakes, and being "a man of his times" is not al-
ways justification, but he just as often admitted them. He readily accepted
that he sometimes had to eat his own words. "And on the whole I find
them a tasty diet," he said. I do hope that Mr. Salutin, after a deeper read-
ing of history, will find his just as tasty."

John Plumpton, President, The Churchill Center, to the Globe and Mail

Wit&
Wisdom

"Send for Churchill": The 1951 Campaign Pin
The Washington Society for Churchill offers this finely enameled repli-
ca of the pin Churchill's supporters wore in the election which made
him Prime Minister again in 1951. The craftsmanship is a significant
improvement on the original—crisp, clear and bright. US $10 or the
equivalent postpaid. Cheques to WSC, c/o Dan Borinsky, 2080 Old
Bridge Road #203, Lake Ridge VA 22192.

FOREIGN PRONUNCIATION
Saryl Radwin (sradwin@station.

sony.com) representing Hasbro, the origi-
nators of "Trivial Pursuit") asked if
Winston Churchill ever said, "Everybody
has a right to pronounce foreign names as
he chooses." The editor is writing a book,
The Churchill Lexicon, which he hopes
will be the ultimate source of quips and
quotes, but neither my database nor any
references contain the above. But I did
find other cute ones on the subject:

D "I must say, even from the point
of view of the ordinary uses of English,
that it is not customary to quote a term
in a foreign language, a capital town, a
geographic place, when there exists a
perfectly well-known English equivalent.
It is usual to say 'Paris,' not 'Paree.'"
-Pawle, The War and Col. Warden,
London: Harrap 1963

D [When someone pronounced
Walshavn as "Vals-harvern"]: "Don't be
so B.B.C.—the place is WALLS-HAVEN!"
-Pawle, op. cit.

a "Jack, when you cross Europe
you land at Marsai, spend a night in
Lee-on and another in Par-ee, and, cross-
ing by Callay, eventually reach Londres.
I land at Mar-sales, spend a night in
Lions, and another in Paris, and come
home to London." -WSC to his friend
Jack Seely, later Lord Mottistone, in
Eade, ed., Churchill by His Contem-
poraries, London: Hutchinson 1953

• "In all correspondence, it would
be more convenient to use the word
'Persia' instead of 'Iran,' as otherwise
dangerous mistakes may easily occur

continued overleaf
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through the similarity of Iran and
Iraq....Formal correspondence with the
Persian Government should of course be
conducted in die form they like."
-Minute to the Foreign Secretary Sir
Edward Bridges and Gen. Ismay, in the
Second World War, vol. Ill, Boston:
Houghton Mifflin 1950

D "I always thought it was a most
unfortunate and most tiresome thing
when both Persia and Mesopotamia
changed their names at about the same
time to two names which were so much
alike—Iran and Iraq. I have endeavoured
myself in the domestic sphere to avoid
such risks [in naming Ministers]."
-House of Commons, 7May4l

a Visiting Russia on 13Feb45, he
was told by a Russian-speaking RAF
officer that arrangements had been made
to fly him home via "Sevastapol."
WSC replied: "Sebastapol's good enough
for me, young man." -Halle, Irrepressible
Churchill, NY: World 1966

D "I do not consider that names
that have been familiar for generations
in England should be altered to study
the whims of foreigners living in those
parts. Where the name has no particular
significance the local custom should be
followed. However, Constantinople
should never be abandoned, though for
stupid people Istanbul may be written in
brackets after it. As for Angora, long
familiar with us through the Angora
cats, I will resist to the utmost of my
power its degradation to Ankara, [and...]

D "Bad luck...always pursues peo-
ple who change the names of their cities.
Fortune is rightly malignant to those
who break with the traditions and cus-
toms of the past....Ankara is banned,
unless in brackets afterwards. If we do
not make a stand we shall in a few weeks
be asked to call Leghorn 'Livorno,' and
the B.B.C. will be pronouncing Paris
'Paree.' Foreign names were made for
Englishmen, not Englishmen for foreign
names. I date this minute from St.
George's Day." -WSC, Minute to the
Foreign Office, 23Apr45

• "The news which has come from
Monte Viddy-oh has been received with
thankfulness....The pocket battleship
Graf Speeee...has met her doom..."
-House of Commons, 18Dec39, after
die scuttling of the GrafSpee off
Montevideo, Uruguay, three days earlier.

• "It is for me a high honour to
receive today the Charlemagne Prize in
this famous German and European city

of Aachen, which some call Aix-la-
Chapelle." -Speech on receiving the
Charlemagne Prize, 10May56.

RIDDLES,

MYSTERIES,

ENIGMAS
Send your questions
to the Editor

QI am an undergraduate at Bristol
University about to embark on a

project of 10,000 words with the provi-
sional title "Inconsistency or Uniformity?
Churchill's Actions and Attitudes Toward
France from the Beginning of his Career
until the Fall of France in June 1940".
Obviously I already have quite a substan-
tial bibliography but any books, docu-
mentation or websites which you could
suggest would be much appreciated.

-Rebecca Hardee (rh7677@bristol.ac.uk)

AThere is a passage in Churchill's
"The Dream" where he comments

(to the ghost of his father) of a boyhood
visit to the Strasbourg monument,
draped in black, on the Place de la Con-
corde. "The Dream" is published in full
toward the end of vol 8 of the official bi-
ography. Kersaudy's book Churchill and
de Gaulle, though an excellent source, is
mainly about events after June 1940.
Reynaud's book In the Thick of the Fight
(NY: Simon & Schuster 1955) is good
on Churchill through May 1940. Of
course the official biography should be
combed for France references through
volume 6. Then there are Churchill's es-
says on Foch and Clemenceau (published
in Great Contemporaries). And you
should also check French references in
Churchill's two war memoirs, The World
Crisis and The Second World War.

QWhat books did WSC read during
his "university" period whilst in

India? -Robert Courts, UK

ASee My Early Life, chapter IX, in
which he lists: Gibbon's Decline &

Fall of the Roman Empire (8 volumes)
and Autobiography; Macaulay's Lays of
Ancient Rome, History of England and Es-

says on Chatham and Frederick the
Great; Lord Nugent's Memorials ofHamp-
den; Clive; Warren Hastings; Barere;
Southey s Colloquies on Society; Robert
Montgomery's poems; Plato's Republic;
The Politics of Aristotle; Schopenhauer's
On Pessimism; Malthus's On Population;
Darwin's Origin of Species; Winwood
Reade's The Martyrdom of Man; Lecky's
Rise and Influence of Rationalism and His-
tory of European Morals; and Bartlett s Fa-
miliar Quotations "...all interspersed with
other books of lesser standing."

-Paul Courtenay

QCould you recommend some good
books on Churchill and the Yalta

Conference? -Jason W. Jones

ABegin with Gilbert, Winston S.
Churchill, vol. 7 (Boston: Houghton

Mifflin, London: Heinemann 1986). See
the Yalta chapter in chief of staff Hast-
ings Ismay's Memoirs of General Ismay
(London: Heinemann and NY: Viking
1960). You'll find something also in John
Colville's The Fringes of Power: Downing
Street Diaries 1939-1955 (London: Hod-
der & Stoughton; New York: Norton
1985). Although Colville was not present
at Yalta, he vividly describes how
Churchill felt afterwards.

For the critical side see Clemens,
Yalta (Oxford University Press 1970),
and Kimball, Forged in War: Roosevelt,
Churchill and the Second World War (NY:
Morrow 1997). Clemens is pretty shrill,
Kimball more measured. See also Jean
Laloy, Yalta: Today, Yesterday, Tomorrow
(English translation, NY: Harper & Row
1988). Laloy, a French historian of the
Soviet Union, argues that the failures of
Yalta were western misunderstanding of
Stalin's European policy. Laloy's book is
worth pondering. It's rather naive to
state, "It is difficult to understand what
Roosevelt and Churchill feared," but he
accurately cites Churchill's remark in his
memoirs that in wartime, one is not al-
ways free to choose the ideal tactic.

My own view strictly as a layman is
that too much Yalta analysis is based on
long-distance hindsight. Things looked
different when there were 300-400 Ger-
man divisions still in the field. -Ed. M>
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PERSONALITY OF THE CENTURY

THE VERY MODEL OF A
DEMOCRATIC STATESMAN
At the heart or Churchill's politics were a deeply felt

dedication to and conlidence in the people he led.

CHRISTOPHER MATTHEWS

ON A cold, drizzly night in November 1989, rumors
flew in East Berlin that the Brandenburg Gate
might be opened. People started to gather, hoping

to be among the first to cross over to the West. Wading into
the crowd, I tried to find out, with my limited German,
what freedom meant to them. I asked, "Was istFreiheit?"

"This is Freiheit," said a young man wearing an
old army surplus jacket. "This, standing in a public place ar-
guing openly about such things as democracy, capitalism,
and socialism." A nearby woman who said she was a nurse
broke in: "Four weeks ago we couldn't have done this."

A few years later, in Cape Town, I stared in awe at
a line of voters that stretched across a wide plain from hori-
zon to horizon. For the first time in history, South Africans
of every color could cast ballots. Said one bright-eyed
woman, "This is the day I've waited for my whole life."

Such are the triumphs at this century's end. A world
threatened by Nazism and communism was saved twice. Peo-
ple long silenced now can speak. Countries once democratic in
name only now experience the real thing. And of all this, one
man is the emblem. As Britain's prime minister, he saved his
country and perhaps the world from Adolf Hitler. But what he
did out of office—alerting an indifferent world to the Nazis'
rise in the 1930s; giving the Iron Curtain its name in 1946—
deserves an equal place in the history of our times.

For Winston Churchill—a man of words, an ora-
tor and author—freedom was the word that made speech
and writing both possible and noble. Declaring him an hon-
orary citizen of the United States, John F. Kennedy quoted
an earlier remark by Edward R. Murrow: Churchill sent the
English language "into battle." With the Czechs, the Poles,
the Belgians, the Dutch, the Danes, and the French beaten
and the continent of Europe overrun in June 1940, his was
the voice that said Britain would "never surrender."

Mr. Matthews is the host of the MSNBC and CNBC cable news pro-
gram "Hardball," Washington bureau chief of the San Francisco Exam-
iner, and the author of two best-sellers, Hardball and Kennedy and
Nixon. This article is reprinted by kind permission of the author from
The Weekly Standard, January 3/10, 2000.

It was the same voice that spoke—again, while
others were silent—of the postwar peril from Moscow. At
Yalta in February 1945, Churchill alone pushed for free elec-
tions in Poland. Sick, wearied by the war, and tragically un-
wary of the new global menace from the left, Franklin Roo-
sevelt felt he could rely on the old charm; he could "handle"
Stalin. In his view, free elections in Poland were a "distant"
concern for the United States, since Polish-Americans were
mostly of the second generation. But to Churchill, democ-
racy was paramount. When Stalin broke his promise to hold
elections in Poland, Churchill saw the writing on the wall. A
year later, he alerted the world at Fulton, Missouri.

WHAT gave Churchill majesty was not just his
horror of the century's twin scourges, against
which he spearheaded the fight. It was his dedi-

cation to the democratic creed. No one in this century so
personified the democratic ideal. When the British people
made him their leader, he excelled at the task. When they re-
jected him, he gave truer leadership in opposition than the
government in power. Winston Churchill needed no badge
of office to see, to think, to speak, to lead.

In this, he was a different sort of leader. A son of
the British upper classes, he had the public persona of a man
who earned his way by his pen and his tongue. He saved
Britain not by protecting it but by rousing his countrymen
to brace themselves for what he assured them would be their
"finest hour." He could do this because the sentiments to
which he gave such fine expression were his own.

That is the heart of it. The sentiments, about Eng-
land and about the cause of freedom, that he championed on
the world stage were Churchill's personal convictions, and he
brought to them the courage of a fighter. John Lukacs's new
book, Five Days in London: May 1940 (reviewed in Finest
Hour 105), lays it out in detail: At the crucial moment,
Churchill's understanding of Hitler, of Britain's danger, of
politics, and of his countrymen allowed him to face down the
appeasers and make the case decisively for all-out war.

"You ask, what is our policy?" he told the House
of Commons in his first speech as prime minister.
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I will say: It is to wage war: by sea, land and air,
with all our might and with all the strength that
God can give us; to wage war against a mon-
strous tyranny, never surpassed in the dark and
lamentable catalogue of human crime. That is
our policy. You ask, What is our aim? I can an-
swer in one word: Victory—victory at all costs,
victory in spite of all terror, victory however long
and hard the road may be; for without victory
there is no survival.

CHURCHILL'S bold words rested on a hard founda-
tion. An undistinguished student, he spent his youth
and young adulthood proving himself as a military

man. Upon graduating from the Royal Military Academy at
Sandhurst, he went to India, and the result was his first
book, The Story of the Malakand Field Force. If writing about
warfare after a single campaign seemed precocious, Churchill
quickly outdid himself. He joined Kitchener's campaign to
regain Khartoum from the disciples of the Mahdi, who had
vanquished and beheaded General Charles "Chinese" Gor-
don. Churchill wrote of Kitchener's exploits in The River
War—and criticized him for desecrating the Mahdi's tomb.

In South Africa, where he went as a war correspon-
dent, Churchill's capture and daring escape from the Boers
late in 1899 won him celebrity. He was narrowly elected to
parliament in the "khaki election" of 1900. Though he cam-
paigned as a proponent of Britain's effort in the Boer War, he
also expressed high regard for his recent enemy.

At Westminster, Churchill quickly proved in-
dependent on matters of policy. His maiden address chal-
lenged the defense budget as excessive (the very indictment
that had cost his father, then chancellor of the exchequer, his
political career). In 1904, he showed that his allegiance to
principle overrode even party loyalty. When the Tories
adopted a tough protectionist stance, the free-trader Chur-
chill crossed the floor to the Liberals.

No one knew the vagaries of democratic life better
than Churchill. Named to the Cabinet in 1908, he was re-
quired by precedent to stand for reelection. He lost. Shaking
off the embarrassment, he ran in a district more favorable to
his party and won.

In World War I, he rose to First Lord of the Admi-
ralty, a position where his audacity would carry a cata-
strophic price. Hating trench warfare, he pushed for a com-
bined land and sea invasion of the Dardanelles, the gateway
to Constantinople. His aim was to take Turkey out of the
war and encourage rebellion in the Balkans against Germany
and Austria. His mistake was in backing a halfhearted cam-
paign that relied exclusively on sea power. He learned never
again to take responsibility for a military effort without the
requisite authority. Churchill would bear the blame for the
casualties at Gallipoli.

Incredibly, he survived. Following World War I,
he was defeated along with the rest of the Liberal Govern-
ment. The loss coincided with some emergency surgery, and

he found himself, as he put it, "without a seat, without an of-
fice, without a Party, and without an appendix." Seeking to
return to Parliament in 1923, Churchill was rejected again.
Undeterred, he tried, again without success, for a seat in a
February 1924 by-election. Finally, in that year's general elec-
tion, he rejoined the Conservatives and won. "Anyone can
rat," he said, "it takes a certain amount of ingenuity to re-
rat."

In 1929, Churchill made what looked to be a final
break with the Conservative leadership, this time over do-
minion status for India, which he opposed. Yet his rebellion
carried a bonus for human history. During the decade when
it would count for most, Winston Churchill would be out of
the Government, free to speak his mind.

Even his heroic role as Britain's wartime leader did
not shield him from defeat. In July 1945, he returned from
the Potsdam conference with Stalin and the new American
president, Harry Truman, to learn of the Conservatives' loss
to Clement Attlee's Labour Party. In 1950, Churchill and the
Tories lost again to the socialists, if by a much-diminished
margin. But in 1951, thanks to some vigorous street cam-
paigning, the man who had led Britain to its finest hour was
back as premier.

ASCARRED veteran of democracy, Churchill scorned
those who loved the word but rejected free elections.
"Democracy is not some harlot in the street," he said

in condemning the Greek Communists toward the end of
World War II, "to be picked up by some man with a Tommy
gun. Democracy is based on reason, a sense of fair play, and
freedom and a respect for the rights of other people."

To William Manchester we owe the most vivid
portrait of Churchill the writer, working into the wee hours
on some speech or article, long after his dinner guests had
left or gone to bed. His daughter Mary recalled a family that
lived "literally from book to book, and from one article to
the next." Every time he suffered a political defeat, Churchill
produced another daunting work of history.

After World War I, it was The World Crisis. "I am
immersed in Winston's brilliant autobiography," a colleague
wrote, "disguised as a history of the universe." In the 1930s,
he produced some 400 magazine articles in addition to his
books. After his defeat in 1945, he wrote a history of World
War II that is still in print today after millions of copies. For
the totality of his literary work he won the Nobel Prize.

Churchill's writing, speaking, and governing all
derived their strength from his honesty. What made his
"Dunkirk speech" in early June 1940 his greatest was the un-
derstatement of its message. With the British Expeditionary
Force, sent to save France, successfully evacuated to England,
he used the upbeat occasion to lay out the possible cost of
what remained to be done. "Wars are not won by evacua-
tions," he told his hearers bluntly. A great fight lay ahead,
from which Britain would not flinch. "We shall go on to the
end," Churchill said:
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"Sick, wearied by the war, and tragically unwary of the new global
menace from the left, Franklin Roosevelt felt he could rely on the old
charm; he could 'handle' Stalin....When Stalin broke his promise to
hold elections in Poland, Churchill saw the writing on the wall. A
year later, he alerted the world...."

Even though large tracts of Europe and many old
and famous states have fallen or may fall into the
grip of the Gestapo and all the odious apparatus
of Nazi rule, we shall not flag or fail....And even
if, which I do not for a moment believe, this is-
land, or a large part of it, were subjugated and
starving, then our empire beyond the seas, armed
and guarded by the British Fleet, would carry on
the struggle, until, in God's good time, the New
World, with all its power and might, steps forth
to the rescue and liberation of the old.

ALWAYS he tried to avoid over-promising. "Long,
dark nights of trials and tribulations lie before us," he
, warned in an especially bleak radio address. "Not

only great dangers, but many more misfortunes, many
shortcomings, many mistakes, many disappointments
will surely be our lot. Death and sorrow will be
companions of our journey, constancy and valor
our only shield. We must be united, we must be
undaunted. We must be inflexible."

One man who recognized the
strategy behind Churchill's dismal honesty
was the top Nazi propagandist, Joseph
Goebbels. "His slogan of 'blood, sweat and
tears' has entrenched him in a position that
makes him totally immune from attack,"
Goebbels complained. "He's like the doctor
who prophesies that his patient will die and
who, every time his patient's condition wors-
ens, smugly explains that he prophesied it." By
preparing the public for bad news, Churchill
denied the Nazis the full PR value of their victo-
ries. They could not kill British morale if the
British had already heard the worst from their
own leaders.

But there was more going on here than spin.
Churchill wielded power through close contact with the
truth. His years as a soldier and war correspondent, his bat-
tles with party leaders, his cabinet position in World War I,
his stubborn independence, all had helped to prepare him
for his historic role. By the early 1930s, he had the vision,
the resolve to tell his country what it needed to know. A
decade later, like Charles de Gaulle, he saw that the battle of
France was more than that: It was part of a global conflict in

CHAMPAGNE POL ROGER

which Adolf Hitler would ultimately be outnumbered. He
saw, where the appeaser Lord Halifax could not, that to meet
with Hitler was suicide, for the man in Berlin would con-
clude no deal that left Britain on its feet.

FOR all these reasons, Churchill is the democratic hero
of our age. From his first electoral defeat in 1899 to his
crudest defeat at the very hour of military victory in

1945, he lived out that defining fact of democracy: You win
some, you lose some. The politician who sticks to his princi-
ples will know defeat as well as victory. As Anthony Eden
pointed out, "Courage for some sudden act, maybe in the
heat of battle, we all respect; but there is that still rarer
courage which can sustain repeated disappointment, unex-

pected failure, and shattering defeat. Churchill had that
too, and had need of it, not for a day, but for weeks

and months and years."
No leader was so clear-eyed about-the century's
villains. An instinctive anti-Communist, he un-

derstood nevertheless that Hitler posed the
more present danger. "We have but one aim,
and one single irrevocable purpose," he said

7, after Hitler's invasion of Russia in 1941.
'•••| "We are resolved to destroy Hitler and every
rf vestige of the Nazi regime. From this noth-

ing will turn us, nothing. We will never par-
lay, we will never negotiate with Hitler or
any of his gang. Any man or state who fights

against Nazidom will have our aid. Any man
or state who marches with Hitler is our foe."
He said the same in private. "If Hitler invaded

hell," he told his private secretary, John Colville,
I would make at least a favorable reference to the

Devil in the House of Commons." In fighting
Nazism, Churchill marched alongside the So-

viets in a military sense, but very much against them in ideo-
logical purpose. The goal of World War II, he said, was "to
revive the status of man." He wanted to raise up the individ-
ual beyond the reach of the Hitlers and Stalins of this world.

Churchill accomplished that end, and not just in
his leadership against Nazism and communism. Simply by
being the courageous, independent, self-reliant man he was,
he was a tribute to the species. His life is a guide to what a
free man can be. 15
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ON 8 JUNE 1940, less than a month after Churchill be-
came Prime Minister, the Daily Express published a car-
toon by Sidney Strube. Standing pugnaciously astride a

map of the British Isles was a bulldog wearing a collar with a
number 10 tag and a steel helmet captioned "Go To It." Well—
not quite a bulldog, because grafted onto the sturdy canine body
were the unmistakable bejowled features of Winston Churchill.

Sidney Strube's association of the Prime Minister with
that broad-headed, muscular breed was to become almost a lat-
ter-day personification of John Bull, the 17th century literary
character deemed to be representative of the British people.
Strube (1891-1956), a true Cockney, was staff cartoonist for the
Daily Express from 1912 until 1948. Like David Low (FH 80)
his cartoons had generally attacked Churchill before World War
II united political enemies. His Churchill/bulldog association
was to be picked up by many other artists throughout World
War II. The slogan "Go To It" featured on many Ministry of In-
formation posters.

Later in 1940 Henri Guignon's cartoon was issued as a
colour poster in the United States. It had the same Churchill
head and bulldog body combination, but this time standing
astride a Union Flag with the caption, "Holding the Line!" The
Nazi occupation of much of mainland Europe was causing some
concern amongst many Americans over the future of world
democracy and a rising debate over whether the United States
should become involved in another war. The poster expressed

Mr. Hall is Finest Hour's Features Editor.

COVER STORY

BULLDOG

CHURCHILL
The Evolution oi a Famous Image

DOUGLAS J. HALL

Left: The first cartoonist to represent Churchill as a bull-
dog, on 8 June 1940, was Sidney Strube of the Daily Express.
Note the "NO 10" tag on the dog's collar. Strube's caption
was widely displayed on Ministry of Information posters.

Below: American propaganda poster issued in late 1940
after Franklin Delano Roosevelt's reelection to the Presidency.
Drawn by Henri Guignon, the poster was intended to alert
Americans that Britain and Churchill then represented "the
last bulwark against totalitarianism." Guignon's drawing was
later issued in Great Britain as a postcard.
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Above: Drawn by "Poy" (Percy Fearon) in 1941, ACCENT ON THE WINSTON! was not published until after Poy's death in 1948. Right: Drawn
by "Vicky" (Victor Weisz) for Time and Tide 10 July 1943, this cartoon refers to news reports of repeated RAF bombing of German industrial tar-
gets. Below: Leslie IUingworth's cartoon in Punch of 26 August 1942 adds wings to the man/dog hybrid to comment upon Churchill's flight from

Cairo to Moscow to visit Stalin. The meeting occurred on 12-15 August but details were not released to the press until he was safely back in Cairo.

In August 1942 Churchill flew from Cairo to
Moscow to visit Stalin and an Illingworth cartoon in Punch
of 26 August added a large pair of wings to the man/dog hy-
brid and gave it the caption, "The Bulldog has Wings."
Leslie Illingworth (1902-79) had succeeded Poy as staff car-
toonist at the Daily Mailin 1939, although he continued to
contribute regularly to Punch. He was among the most pro-
lific portrayers of Churchill in cartoon form.

"Vicky" (Victor Weisz, 1913-1966) was of Hungar-
ian parentage and born in Berlin. He came to England in
1935 and worked as a freelance as well as for several newspa-
pers. His cartoon for Time and Tide on 10 July 1943 used
the Churchill head/bulldog body device to comment upon
the increased bombing attacks by the RAF on German tar-
gets above the caption '"Never was there such a case of the
biter bitten' —Mr. Churchill."

SCULPTORS and potters also picked up the theme. A
bronze cigar-smoking bulldog wearing a yachting cap
at a jaunty angle was captioned "Winston." Another

bronze figure had Churchill and a bulldog side-by-side in
equally aggressive stances. I have seen Churchill/bulldog
combinations carved in wood and moulded in plaster.
Burgess & Leigh included a bulldog in the design of their
Churchill toby jug, as did Wilkinson's and Kevin Francis Ce-
ramics. The Burgess & Leigh jug, designed by Ernest Bailey,
carries an inscription on the base reading, "John Bull
Churchill 1940 'We shall defend every village, every town
and every city.'" Under wartime restrictions the toby was
originally available on the UK market only in a plain white
undecorated version. Coloured examples were designated for
export to Commonwealth countries and the USA. Although
some UK newspaper cartoonists had picked up on the
Churchill/bulldog theme before the "Bulldogs" toby first
went on sale in 1941 it is generally acknowledged that Ernest
Bailey was the prime mover behind the winsome twosome.

The concept quickly caught on and Churchill/bull-
dog combinations were produced in every conceivable style

continued overleaf...

the image of Churchill representing "the last bulwark against
totalitarianism," appealing to a growing lobby of American
opinion. The drawing later appeared in Britain as a postcard.

"Poy" (Percy Fearon) had retired as staff cartoonist
at the Daily Mail in 1938, but he continued to draw car-
toons on special occasions until his death in 1948. In 1941
he drew a cartoon captioned "Accent on the Win" with the
Churchill's head/bulldog body combination standing on the
Union Flag; Churchill glares through a large "V" and the
smoke from his cigar spells out, "Touch it if you dare." This
cartoon was not published at the time but first appeared in
The End of a Tale: A Tribute to Poy, a posthumous anthology
of the best of Poy's work which revealed that he had first fea-
tured Churchill in a cartoon in November 1914.
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