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IMAGES
In FH 104 Terry Reardon wrote that he

was in possession of the same picture of Roo-
sevelt and Churchill that Celwyn Ball had ac-
quired (see FH34). Mr. Ball's picture promoted
Stanfield's Underwear whilst Mr. Reardon's pro-
moted "The Hotel Oakwood." Interestingly I
also have this picture. My cherished version
states: "Compliments of the Roblin Hotel Man-
itoba." Is anyone aware of the provenance of the
original drawing, which seems to have been
broadly used in Canadian advertising? I would
be interested to hear of other versions and how
the picture came to be so widely adopted.

RAFAL HEYDEL-MANKOO, OTTAWA, ONT.

BRITAIN HAS CHANGED
Enclosed are press reports of the desecra-

tions by London "protesters" on May Day [also
reported in Datelines, page 5. -Ed]. By now,
there is little doubt among those of us who
know Britain and the British, and who retain a
love for both, that a great deal has changed over
there. [And not just over there... -Ed.]

I am London born, bred and schooled, and
England was where I carried out the first part of
my military service. This included the high
honor of being part of the Grenadiers' "Sover-
eign's Escort" in George VI s coronation proces-
sion. But I began feeling the change a long time
ago. More recently, last year, when my wife and
I one evening walked to our St. James's Club
from a Shafesbury Avenue theatre through a
milling, unruly crowd, we both felt a distinct air
of menace, and were relieved to enter the safe
confines of the Club.

I know the majority of the British are en-
tirely stable minded and were as indignant and
sickened as I over what is reported. I feel sure
they would share with me a feeling of disap-
pointment and certain regret, if not anger, that
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"London's finest," the
Bobbies, were actually
ordered to let these ex-
tremists do their worst.

WILLIAM R. DALES,

SANTA FE, NM

LETTER TO
THE EDITOR,
US News
& World Report

Sir,
On behalf of The

Churchill Center, I wish
to thank you for Sir John
Keegan's recognition of
Sir Winston Churchill's
achievements. Sir John's
observation that
Churchill "believed in

liberty, the rule of law, and the rights of the indi-
vidual" has been noted by other esteemed histori-
ans. Sir Arthur Bryant tells how Parliament en-
trusted Churchill with a virtual wartime dictator-
ship, but the man who called himself "a child of
the House of Commons" never forgot his fathers
admonition to "trust the people." In Bryant's
words, "Perhaps the greatest of all Churchill's
claims to the gratitude of his country is that,
though he had the power to be a dictator in the
day-by-day conduct of the war, he refused to be
one."

Lord Acton's warning about the corrupting
influence of power clearly did not apply to the
last hero of the twentieth century.

JOHN G. PLUMPTON, PRESIDENT

THE CHURCHILL CENTER, WASHINGTON

The cover of U. S. News & World Reportfor 29
May, accompanied by Sir John Keegan's superla-
tive piece, did our hearts good.



DATELINES
QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"Tke American eagle sits on kis perck, a large strong kird witk formidakle keak and claws. Tkere ke sits
motionless, and enemies* are sent day after day to prod kim witk a skarp pointed stick—now kis neck,

now under kis wings, now kis tail featkers. All tke time tke eagle keeps quite still.
But it would ke a great mistake to suppose tkat notking is going on in tke kreast of tke eagle."

—WSC, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 5 JUNE 1946. *WE SUBSTITUTED "ENEMIES" FOR "M. GROMYKO" IN THE ORIGINAL

Life Was a Carrousel
Country Living magazine declares that
during WW2, Churchill ordered the re-
opening of carrousels, saying merry-go-
rounds were needed to boost morale.
Learn something new every day...

Happy May Day
LONDON, MAY 1ST— "Anti-war protesters"
placed a strip of turf resembling a green
mohawk on the head of Churchill's
Whitehall statue, daubed red paint on his
mouth to represent blood, and spray-
painted a hammer and sickle on the
statue's coat. We are informed but have
not confirmed that a Kurdish slogan was
sprayed on the plinth of the statue—in-
teresting, in that Churchill was the only
statesman at the 1921 Middle East Con-
ference to hold out for a Kurdish home-
land. This was the third such protest in
the last year, others occurring last June
and November. The Cenotaph (Memorial
to the Fallen) was daubed with anti-war
slogans and the plinth of Nelson's Col-
umn was sprayed with anarchist messages.

James Matthews, 25, a former soldier
who had served in the Balkans, admitted
to fouling the Churchill statue but not
the Cenotaph, which he said was a monu-
ment to ordinary soldiers and beyond the
scope of his personal expression: "I
thought that on a day when people all
over the world were gathering to express
their human rights and the right to free-
dom of speech, I would express a chal-
lenge to an icon of the British establish-
ment." But not, apparently, an icon of
free speech.

Matthews informed his countrymen
that "...the statue symbolised thuggery
against miners in the general strike of

PHOTO: AMANDA EDWARDS, WEEKLY TELEGRAPH

1926, the thuggery shown to thousands
of ordinary people in Ireland and the
thuggery meted out to suffragettes...If
some people have been offended by my
graffiti, many others have been offended
by such a reactionary politician who was
imperialist and anti-semitic."

The mind reels at Mr. Matthews'
cornucopia of ignorance, recalling as we
do the words of Sinn Fein's Michael
Collins on the 1921 Irish Treaty ("Tell
Winston we could have done nothing
without him"); and Churchill's 1941
command to bomb Auschwitz—unique,
in Martin Gilbert's experience, among all
the war documents he has ever seen ("Get
everything out of the Air Force you can,
and invoke me if necessary".)

For his public confirmation of

human rights Mr. Matthews was ordered
to pay £250 to clean up die mess and sen-
tenced to 30 days: a lighter sentence than
what would befall someone defacing a
statue of Chairman Mao in Peking.

Amid a storm of condemnation for
these acts, Roseanna Cunningham (SNP,
Perth), "Shadow Justice Minister" in the
Scottish Parliament, said the May Day
riot was "nothing out of the ordinary."

"You do your worst, and we will do our best. "-
WSC ("Garland" in the Weekly Telegraph, 10-16 May)

Editorial
What do expressions of outrage ac-

complish? Ms. Cunningham's comment
was entirely predictable. Some three
decades ago it became the consensus that
obscene behavior is acceptable because
everybody has the right to freedom of ex-
pression. It is hardly news when values sa-
cred for generations are lampooned and

continued overleaf
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Irving Redux, continued...
demonstrated in FH's last issue, he is
often just plain wrong (e.g., his letter on
the PM running from the bombing), and
at best he takes facts and warps them out
of all recognition. Surely there is a danger
in views such as his masquerading as
"real" history: some may be deceived. In
any case, I don't think he's taken too seri-
ously in historical circles: a shock-'n'-sell
man more than a historian. Technically
gifted maybe, but much else besides.
-Robert Courts, ICS (UK)

Bletchley Churchilliana
BLETCHLEY PARK, BUCKS.— In addition to a
fabulous display of Churchill Memora-
bilia (see "The Churchill Trail" last issue),
Bletchley now has documentary material
for perusal by visitors: two thick bound
volumes by Douglas Hall: "The Churchill
Tobies," illustrating all 24 Churchill toby
jugs in colour with provenance and val-
ues; and "An A-Z of Churchilliana,"
which ranges over a sample of items from
ashtrays through bookends, horse brasses
and paperweights to teapots and Zippo
lighters. These volumes may later be com-
mercially published. The volumes are
normally available at Bletchley Park but
visitors should check in advance with Jack

DATELINES

or Rita Darrah, who are always glad to
welcome visiting Churchillians. Write
them at 9 Cubbington Close, Luton,
Beds. LU3 3XY England, or telephone
(01582) 561781.

Can Britain Bridge the
NAFTA-EU Gap?

WASHINGTON, APRIL nTH— Two Churchill
Center honorary members, former U.S.
Ambassador to Canada Paul Robinson
and Chairman of the Telegraph Group
Ltd. Conrad Black, testified today in
favor of Great Britain's joining the North
American Free Trade Association. Their
testimony was heard by the International
Trade Commission, an independent
agency that advises Congress and the
President. Two U.S. Senators, Phil
Gramm (R-Tex.) and Daniel Patrick
Moynihan (D-N.Y.), have also spoken in
favor of the scheme, although there is de-
bate over whether present EU rules allow
member nations to conclude free-trade
agreements with other organizations.

Senator Gramm, who chairs the Sen-
ate Banking Committee, said that if such
rules exist the EU should change them.
"I'm a strong supporter of the European
Union. It has unified Western Europe

REMEMBER WINSTON CHURCHILL

Will future generations remember?
Will the ideas you cherish now be sustained then*

Will someone articulate your principles?
Who will guide your grandchildren, your faith and your country?

There is an answer.
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economically and it has brought prosper-
ity. But it has increasingly changed Eu-
rope into a trade fortress [and] there is a
growing movement towards a world
where there are regional trade blocks. My
goal is not regional free trade. My goal is
world free trade." Gramm said he would
even favor the United States joining the
European Union to work toward a global
free trade area.

"The way to do it," Gramm contin-
ued, "is to have these two nations with a
common history and a common vision
about economic and political freedom. I
see us being the catalyst for breaking
down these regional trading blocs.

"I wish Winston Churchill were
here. I happen to believe he would be for
this."

Senator Gramm thus violated the
Mary Soames Commandment, "Thou
shalt not assume what my father would
have thought about current events." Nev-
ertheless, this matter has been brought to
our attention by so many Churchillians
that we report Mr. Black's views in detail
in this issue.

Errata & Addenda, FH106
On page 12, we referred to Canada's

national newspaper, the Globe and Mail,
in one place as the Glove and Mail. Con-
sidering the number of mailed fists raised
against Churchill in that newspaper, the
typo almost seemed appropriate...And on
page 13, we mislabeled the last section
"6" instead of "5" and overdid the dou-
ble-quotemarks of Rick Salutin's com-
ments within the quoted letter from John
Plumpton. Apologies. -Ed.

Pages 32-34: In the reviews of two
new books by Inder Ratnu, our sidebar
on other Churchill books by Indians
omitted Roosevelt, Gandhi, Churchill I
America and the Last Phase of India's Free-
dom Struggle, by M. S. Vetararamani & B.
K. Shrivastara, New Delhi: Radiant Pub-
lishers, 1983 (no. 380 in Churchill Biblio-
graphic Data). The late H. Ashley Red-
burn wrote: "...the authors argue that the
Indian struggle in its last stage did not re-
ceive meaningful support from Roosevelt,
the U.S. Congress, or 'elite' groups in the
U.S., who rather sympathised with
Churchill's views. A very biased, vicious,
anti-British and anti-American book."

FINEST HOUR 107 / 8
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LOCAL AND NATIONAL

10 MAY 2000
Sixty Years On

"Thus, then, on the night of the tenth of
May, at the outset of this mighty battle, I

acquired the chief power in the State,
which henceforth I wielded in ever-growing
measure for five years and three months of
world war, at the end of which time, all

our enemies having surrendered uncondi-
tionally or being about to do so, I was im-

mediately dismissed by the British electorate
from all further conduct of their affairs. "

-WSC, The Gathering Storm, 1948

London
Honoring USS Winston S. Churchill

MAY IOTH— The Lame Borough Council,
County Antrim, presented an historic
plaque including a crest of the USS Win-
ston S. Churchill to Commanding Officer
Michael Franken in a ceremony in the
Churchill Room, House of Commons.
The plaque also commemorates the his-
toric ancestry of Sir Winston Churchill
through the Marlborough and London-
derry families. (Churchill inherited the
Garron Tower Estates at Carnlough, in the
Borough of Larne; he later sold them to
help finance his purchase of Chartwell.)
The Seal and Signatures of the Duke of
Marlborough and the Marquis of Lon-
donderry are included on the plaque. The
Sponsor was Councillor Roy Beggs, MP,
and the presentation was made in the
presence of Councillor Joian M. Drum-
mond, Mayor of Larne, members of the
Churchill family and officials of the
United States and UK governments.

Toronto
MAY IOTH— The Other Club of Toronto
held a wonderful commemorative dinner
at the Albany Club with 112 attending a
speech by The Honourable Bob Rae, full
of passion, sincerity and emotion.
Churchill Center President and Toronto
resident John Plumpton writes: "Mr. Rae
is the former NDP (Socialist) Premier of
Ontario. He is a great admirer of WSC
(one of the reasons his own party turned
on him). He spoke on Churchill as
prophet and leader and it was the most in-
spiring, moving Churchill address I have

ever heard. Unfortunately it was without
notes and unrecorded. You could hear a
pin drop in an audience of over 100."
Dozens of membership brochures left
with the attendees swelled the member-
ship of ICS Canada, which has lately
grown dramatically, reports President
Randy Barber. Future events contact: Nor-
man MacLeod, 16 Glenlaura Court, Ash-
burn, ON LOB 1A0, tel. (905) 655-4051.

Boston
MAY IOTH— New England Churchillians
sponsored a dinner marking the anniver-
sary at the Lenox Hotel, preceded by a
speech by syndicated columnist and
Boston Herald writer Don Feder. Mr.
Feder chose as his subject the question of
freedom in the life of Elian Gonzales, a
subject which entailed considerable de-
bate in the Q&A session. Don was intro-
duced by the editor, who reminded the
audience of Churchill's Rule 12 of The
Other Club: "Nothing in the rules of the
club shall interfere with the rancour and
asperity of party politics." At the subse-
quent and sumptuous dinner, the assem-
blage of forty heard a reading of
Churchill's recollections of this date sixty
years ago from his war memoirs. We also
balanced our books by a spirited auction
of the first English edition of said mem-
oirs, contributed by Churchillbooks and
won by Gerald Zeitlin.

• • •
Coming Up: 30 November

New England Churchillians convene
again on Thursday 30 November next, at
a black tie dinner to mark Sir Winston's
126th birthday. The speaker will be Dr.
Robert L. Pfaltzgraff, Jr., President of the
Institute for Foreign Policy Analysis,
whose address takes as its title the splen-
did essay by Isaiah Berlin: "Mr. Churchill
in 1940." New England members will re-
ceive invitations automatically. Future
events contact: Suzanne Sigman, 42 Dud-
ley Lane, Milton MA 02186, tel. (617)
696-1833, email ssigman@mediaone.net.

Anchorage
MAY IOTH— Alaska Churchillians cele-
brated the tenth anniversary of the found-
ing of the Alaska Chapter of the Interna-
tional Churchill Society in 1990, and the
sixtieth anniversary of Churchill's first

premiership in 1940, at a black-tie dinner
at the Hotel Captain Cook in Anchorage,
attended by 21 members. Toasts to the
President and the Queen were offered by
Julie Ake and Walter Featherly, while An-
drew Brown offered a toast to the mem-
ory of Sir Winston.

Officers newly taking up ten-year
terms are Brooke Marston, vice-president;
Michael Padden, secretary; and Peter
Gamache, treasurer. Jim Muller continues
as president. Walter Featherly was
thanked for his ten years' service as vice-
president from 1990-2000. Each of the
new officers read a passage from one of
Churchill's speeches at the dinner, except
that Linda Padden stood in for her hus-
band, who was traveling.

The speaker was Diddy R. M.
Hitchins, Professor of Political Science at
the University of Alaska, Anchorage, and
Honorary British Consul for Alaska, who
spoke on "Churchill and the Westminster
Model of Parliamentary Democracy." Her
controversial speech, explaining to the au-
dience that admiration for Churchill is
more general in the United States than in
Britain, nevertheless included praise of
Churchill's mastery of the English lan-
guage in his speeches and writings.

The dinner closed as a great red sun
sank behind the Sleeping Lady across the
waters of Cook Inlet, with the unveiling
on a slide screen of Byron Birdsall's new
canvas depicting Churchill painting the
twin peaks of Mount McKinley (this
issue's cover). Prints of the new painting
will be given to Goldpanner Sponsors of
the 17th International Churchill Confer-
ence in Anchorage September 13-17th.

Washington
MAY 21ST— George Washington University
presented Sir Martin Gilbert with an
honorary Doctor of Letters at its last
commencement ceremony in the 20th
century. In presenting the degree on the
Ellipse below the White House, before an
audience of more than 20,000 attendees,
GWU president Stephen Trachtenberg
said, "You, Sir Martin Gilbert, have been
both a scholar of events and a historian of
a great man and have created a narrative
that holds our culture together....Your ap-
proach to your work is comprehensive

continued overleaf
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President Stephen Joel Trachtenberg (left) reading the citation of Sir Martin Gilbert (center) as a

George Washington University honorary Doctor of Letters, May 21st. Dean Sterling is at right.

Washington/Gilbert, continued...
and your attention to detail is legendary.
We venture to say that, unless you've writ-
ten about it, no event of the 20th century
could truly be said to have happened."
On the commencement program page
devoted to his background and accom-
plishments, Sir Martin advised the new
graduates "to take stock, to reconsider, to
gain from your mistakes, to build on your
experiences."

Sir Martin was on campus for the
better part of three days. During the first,
he signed copies of his new book, Never
Again: A History of the Holocaust. He was
interviewed by National Public Radio
among several other media appearances.
At an intimate dinner with members of
both the University and local Jewish com-
munity, Sir Martin held those present in
the palm of his hand with an hour of
Churchill anecdotes including a discus-
sion of the role of code breaking on the
Russian front in 1941. A number of stu-
dents and others brought books to be in-
scribed to the various events.

On May 19th, at what to many was
the core event of his visit, Sir Martin gave
a brief address at the University's inter-
faith baccalaureate service, speaking about
"Winston S. Churchill: Ruminations of a
Lifetime." He focused on Churchill's hu-
mane aspects, suggesting three themes
that illustrate WSC's life: 1) protection of
citizens by the state within a democratic
context, exemplified by Churchill's early
concerns for the less fortunate; 2) the
rights of the individual in war and peace,
ranging from Churchill's imprisonment

during the Boer War, to the British crimi-
nal justice system and the seven questions
he suggested as the test of a democracy;
and 3) Churchill's understanding of the
nature of war, as both a serving soldier
and as a national leader, illustrated by
analysis of Churchill's quest for a postwar
summit conference to ease Cold War ten-
sions. Gilbert concluded with a quote
from Churchill's last speech as prime
minister in 1955, ending with the words
that provide the title of the last volume of
the official biography: "...never despair."

-Christopher H. Sterling
Associate Dean for Graduate Affairs

Gallipoli Remembered
BLANDFORD, DORSET, JUNE 2ND— A Smal l

but impressive ceremony is held on the
downs near Blandford, where there is a
modest memorial to the men of the
Collingwood Battalion who were killed at
the Third Battle of Krithia, Gallipoli on 4
June 1915. This year the ceremony took
place on 2 June, as the adjoining military
base was not available on a weekend!

For 50 years the ceremony has been
organised by Roy Adam, who was
awarded an MBE in the Millennium Ho-
nours for his service; his father, who had
served in the Royal Naval Division, had
organised the service prior to this. To
mark Roy's service his many friends col-
lected funds which will enable him to
make a long cherished journey to Gal-
lipoli. In addition, Champagne Pol Roger
have most generously presented him with
a magnum of Sir Winston Cuve'e 1988.

The founder of the Royal Naval Di-
vision was of course Winston Churchill,
who took pride in his founding through-
out his life.

-David Saunders
The Gallipoli Association*

*Note: Any reader interested in the Gal-
lipoli Association may contact Mr. Saun-
ders by email: davidgallipl5@tesco.net.

Churchill Conference XVIII
San Diego, 4-8 November 2001

SAN DIEGO, JUNE 7TH— Our 2001 Confer-
ence in California, previously scheduled
for August, has been moved to November
4th through 8th, those days being arrival
and departure dates. The venue is the his-
toric and magnificent Hotel Del Coron-
ado, and special low rates have been nego-
tiated for our members. Also, there will
be alternate lower priced accommoda-
tions available.

The date was altered by California
organizers and The Churchill Center's
President and Vice President, John
Plumpton and Bill Ives, who met here
today. August is very a hot time, with
heavy tourism that means much higher
prices and fewer alternative accommoda-
tions. San Diego is at its balmy best in
November, when the weather will prove a
respite to visitors from the north and east.

The conference theme involves
Churchill's model of leadership and may
extend to the many depictions of Sir
Winston on film. There will be an op-
tional dinner on the Queen Mary at Long
Beach, and other excursions, on Novem-
ber 7th. The bulk of panels, workshops,
discussions and banquets will occur on
the 5th and 6th, so you may tailor your
stay to your own schedule and budget.

Do put these dates in your calendar
now for what promises to be one of our
largest and most exciting conferences, the
first in California in ten years.

"The Churchill Connection"
CHATHAM, KENT— Restoration is nearing
completion of the motor launch Haven-
gore, which bore Sir Winston's coffin up
the Thames in the last public act of the
state funeral (see FH 97), and the >>>
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Havengore Trust is planning future activi-
ties. The historic launch has been offered
a permanent berth at Chatham Maritime,
a high quality residential, commercial and
leisure regeneration project of South East
England Development Agency (SEEDA).
Shepherd Neame, a hotel/restaurant/pub
complex due to open in August, is nam-
ing its restaurant "Havengore" and will
give several conference rooms Churchill-
related names.

The Havengore Trust's first initiative
is an exhibition entitled "The Churchill
Connection" at St. George's Centre, the
ex-HMS Pembroke naval church, in con-
junction with Medway Council, SEEDA
and the Churchill Archives Centre, and
with generous support from the Imperial
War Museum and the Cabinet War
Rooms. Admission is free and the exhibit
will be open daily from noon until 5 PM
through August 27th. The focus is on
Kentish links with Sir Winston.

Mrs. Everest, Sir Winston's famous
nanny, came from Chatham and was
partly responsible for Churchill's love of
Kent, where he found Chartwell in 1922.
Post-WW2 Churchill received honorary
membership of the Association of Men of
Kent and Kentish Men. Earlier, he had
learned to fly at Cliffe and Eastchurch air-
fields, and had made many visits to Kent
as First Lord of the Admiralty Jn both
world wars. In 1946 he was installed into
the ancient office of Lord Warden of the
Cinque Ports and given Freedoms of the
Cities of Rochester, Hastings and Deal.
Contemporary accounts record the
Rochester deputation visiting Hyde Park
Gate for the conferment, toasting Sir
Winston with Champagne in his own
home, and enjoying tea in the garden,
where WSC presented a gift cigar to each
man. One of those cigars is among the ex-
hibits at St. George's Centre.

"The Churchill Connection" is a toe-
in-the-water effort to ascertain interest,
with a view to creating a permanent and
comprehensive exhibition and tribute to
Sir Winston Churchill, supported by
Havengore when in her home base.
Havengore will also, in association with
The Churchill Archives Centre and ICS
(UK), travel around the British coast and
through the rivers and canals of Europe.
Fulfilling an educational role, she will

AROUND & ABOUT

Wendy's, the fast food chain, ran an advert in Eng-
land where a young woman leans over to the

Bond Street statue of Winston Churchill, places a sand-
wich to its mouth and says, "Care for a chicken sand-
wich, Winnie?" Rafal Heydel-Mankoo writes: "After
years of seeing the Royal Family debased and ridiculed
on television I have become desensitized to such depic-
tions of great people. At least Churchill is being intro-
duced to couch potatoes"....Unrepentant Communist
and syndicated columnist Alexander Cockburn (pronounced "Co-burn") has recircu-
lated the old lie of late actor Norman Shelley, that Shelley gave one or more of
Churchill's speeches over the BBC in 1940 when the Premier was indisposed. Sir
Robert Rhodes James gave the lie to Shelley's claim years ago (see "An Actor Did Not
Give Churchill's Speeches," FH92). Cockburn also said that Churchill contemplated
keeping the people out of the London Underground during air raids, and that if
Hitler had won, all the Communists would have been shot. We have little doubt
about the second of these statements. (Mr. Cockburn was three during the Blitz.)

David Cannadine, who collected Churchill's great speeches interspersed
with his own caustic comments in a book called Blood, Sweat and Tears, is regularly
trotted out as a reliable source in television documentaries. His recent volume, Aspects
of Aristocracy: Grandeur and Decline in Modern Britain (New Haven & London, Yale
University Press), calls Churchill a product of the declining aristocracy, "the drinker,
the gambler, the spendthrift" who became a "national character." Curt Zoller writes:
"Seldom have I read such derogatory accusations published by a university press. In-
cluded is a disreputable characterization of Churchill's family and friends, starting
with the Duke of Marlborough and ending with Churchill's children, including innu-
merable rumors about illegitimate relations, marital infidelities, unscrupulous fi-
nances, etc. The only one who comes across unbloodied is Clementine Churchill...."
On the other hand, the book was quite acceptable to the establishment press.
Jonathan Parry, writing in the London Review of Books, stated, "Few historians bring
more energy and relish to chronicling the shortcomings of titled or famous people.
But though the book contains iconoclastic reassessments of Lord Curzon, Winston
Churchill, the Devonshires and Nicolsons, none is treated altogether unsympatheti-
cally. With a couple of exceptions, all the essays concern individuals and families who
are brought to life with a panache that almost disguises Cannadine's exemplary
professionalism and industry.....Cannadine's book is effervescent, erudite and enor-
mously enjoyable." Gosh, we are relieved. &

carry students on an exciting and stimu-
lating programme focused on modern
history and Churchill's life and philoso-
phy. At her ports of call she will promote
relevant exhibitions and events.

At the opening of the exhibition on
May 19th, CC/ICS honorary member
Winston Churchill was guest of honour,
and toasted his grandfather courtesy of
Champagne Pol Roger. Several involved
in the state funeral were among other
guests: Lt. Col. Anthony Mather, com-
mander of the bearer party of Grenadier
Guards; Mr. R. Ambrose, skipper of
Havengore; and Mayor Anderson of

Rochester, who in 1951 offered Sir Win-
ston Freedom of the City and who later
attended the Hyde Park Gate conferment.
The Mayor of Medway, mayors or repre-
sentatives from three of the Cinque Ports,
Port of London Authority, Medway
Council and SEEDA attended, as well as
members of ICS (UK) and the Churchill
Archives Centre.

-Sally Browne
(sally_browne@havengore.com)
* Readers may like to visit the

Havengore Trust website, which they will
find at www.havengore.com.

continued overlet£
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Dubious Achievement Awards

LANSDOWNE, VIRGINIA, APRIL 1ST— A particularly repulsive piece of Churchilliana

was presented to the winner of The Churchill Centers Dubious Achievement Competi-
tion at our recent Strategic Planning Session (which really did produce some usefiil con-
clusions, which will be reported in due course to the stockholders). Iowa circuit court
judge the Hon. Douglas Russell was asked to weigh the scores of Governors participating.
His verdict, declared on April Fools Day, reads as follows:

11th. Chuck Platt stated at one point, "I was without excess..." but quickly
corrected himself, saving himself from higher level competitions.

10th. Nigel Knocker said nothing competitively phrased but earned honorable
mention for the memorable, "You're absolutely on your chin strap."

9th. Craig Horn made the interesting grocery store analogy of the supermarket
vs. the convenience shop but failed to mention the Mom & Pop grocery which oc-
casionally we resemble. His second entry was the Gun Analogy, comparing "the
shotgun to the rifle approach." Unfortunately, he omitted the flyswatter vs. sledge
hammer cliche, which is essential for a championship entry at this level of play.

8th. John Plumpton was marked for "Radio America grew up overnight in the
last 2-3 years," and made a military analogy comparing "Montgomery's broad front
to Patton's armoured thrust." Failing, however, to cite the SAS lightning com-
mando strike or the global strategy of Gen. Marshall, he was out of die running.
He did make the interesting observation, "The back end can be very protective
too," but it was unclear whether he referred to his retirement or his anatomy.

7th. Kim Gordon (our facilitator) was notable in her most interesting use of
English. Her inability to pronounce the word "out" (she says "oot") is reminiscent
of Mr. Plumpton's inability to pronounce the word "again" (he says "a-gane").

6th. David Boler was complimented for his "Money, money, money," bringing
British phraseology to the American counterpart, "Show me the money."

5th. Randy Barber made interesting twin references to our group's goals: 1.
"penetrate centres of learning" and 2. "propagate centres of interest"—both, we
suppose, intended in some way to perpetuate the species.

4th. Bill Ives was notable for "achieve maximum outreach" and "break the
moulds," both in contradiction of the more traditional and passive maxim, "en-
deavor to persevere." He also raised eyebrows with the suggestion that The
Churchill Center be headquarted in Aledo, Illinois, in cooperation with the Missis-
sippi Lock & Dam #17 Association.

3rd. Richard Langworth was a strong competitor for his concise statement
concerning potential Churchill Center locations: "Things are a bit bigger in Wash-
ington than they are in Chicago."

2nd. Two worthy contributions are unattributed: "Horses for Courses," a
melodic phrase with no apparent meaning, and "Find a Sugar-Person," a totally un-
necessary bow to Political Correctness.

1st. In the end, first prize had to go to the esteemed Randy Barber, with his
strongest entry among several: "The Chesterton Maxim: Great men take up great
space, even when they're gone." (Referring of course to WSC). -DSR

"Send for Churchill": The 1951 Campaign Pin
The Washington Society for Churchill offers this finely enameled repli-
ca of the pin Churchill's supporters wore in the election which made
him Prime Minister again in 1951. The craftsmanship is a significant
improvement on the original—crisp, clear and bright. US $10 or the
equivalent postpaid. Cheques to WSC, c/o Dan Borinsky, 2080 Old
Bridge Road #203, Lake Ridge VA 22192.

Local Organizers: USA

The Churchill Center encourages
local events. Local organizations may be-
come CC Affiliates, which involves certain
legal requirements. For information on
Affiliates, or local organizing in general,
please contact our Secretary, Dr. John
Mather (see page 2). Here are the names
of every U.S. local organizer known to us,
each of whom welcomes your help and
ideas. If you don't find your area listed,
contact our Secretary for details on orga-
nizing locally. Although our complete
mailing list is private, we can provide ad-
dress labels for specific area mailings.

Washington, DC Area Affiliate:
Washington Society for Churchill
Caroline Hartzler, President
PO Box 2456, Merrifield VA 22116
tel. (703) 503-9226

Local Organizers:
Anchorage: James Muller
1518 Airport Heights Dr., Anchorage AK
99508, tel. (907) 786-4740,
email afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu

California: Curt Zoller
21335 Amora Street, Mission Viejo CA
92692, tel. (949) 581-6834,
email zcurt@earthlink.net

Chicago: Joe Just
16 W. 251 S. Frontage Rd #25, Burr Ridge IL
60521, tel. 630-654-3500

Detroit: Gary Bonine
9000 E. Jefferson Ave, Apt 28-6, Detroit MI
48214, tel. (313)823-2951

New England: Suzanne Sigman
42 Dudley La., Milton MA 02186, tel. (617)
696-1833, email ssigman@mediaone.net

North Texas: Dave Willette
6452 Lakehurst Ave., Dallas TX 75230
tel. (214) 750-6609

Northern Ohio: Michael McMenamin
Walter Haverfield, 1300 Terminal Tower
Cleveland OH 44113, tel. (216) 781-1212,
email mtm@walterhav.com

Philadelphia
Richard Raffauf, 116 Hampshire Road,
Reading PA 19608, tel. (610) 777-1653,
email iconsort@ptd.net

Seepage two for local organisations in Canada
and Great Britain.
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Absent Friends

JOHN UTZ, a member since 1985,
died in August 1999 after a brave struggle
with heart disease. John and Kathleen Utz
were present at Churchill conferences
from Virginia 1991 through Virginia
1998, and joined the 1992 and 1996
Churchill Tours. John's smiling face was
always greeted warmly by everyone, and
he is deeply missed. His many friends
have already expressed their sorrows to
Kathy, who remains a member: 258
Clump Road, Green Lane PA 18054.

THADDEUS FINKE, winner of a
Churchill Center student scholarship
which helped send him on the 1999 Uni-
versity of Dallas "Churchill in England"
program including our Bath conference,
was killed August 6th last in a bizarre
painting accident, when a ladder he was
moving fell into power lines. His loss was
a great shock to his family, and to us.
Thaddeus had told his mother, "I'm so
glad I went on the trips to England; they
really focused me, and I feel like I know
what I want to do with my life now."
Alas. The Finke family: 918 Napoleon
Boulevard, South Bend IN 46617. (The
Center was happy to renew the Univer-
sity of Dallas scholarships for 2000.)

PATRICIA BALL, Riverview, New
Brunswick, wife of former ICS Canada
President Celwyn Ball, died of cancer in
May 2000. Pat and Celwyn have been fix-
tures in Churchillian circles since the re-
vival of ICS in 1982, and labored might-
ily for the Canadian Society, as well as on
Celwyn's checklist of Churchill stamps, a
work we hope to publish. Our own grief,
though not as great as his, is deeply felt.
Celwyn Ball's address is 7 Waterside Ter-
races, 4J Biggs Drive, Riverview, New
Brunswick ElB 4T2. -RML

WILLIAM VANDERKLOOT, the
dauntless American pilot who flew
Churchill on perilous missions over war-
torn deserts and mountains, died in
Ocala, Florida in April, aged 85. Van-
derkloot was one of those Americans who
volunteered to fight before Pearl Harbor,
joining the RAF Ferry Command in
Canada shuttling bombers to Prestwick,

where he came to the notice of Air Chief
Marshal Sir Charles Portal. After explain-
ing to Portal how he could fly to Cairo
largely over the Mediterranean, rather
than the six-day route via central Africa
that Churchill was contemplating, he
found himself in charge of a specially
modified B23 Liberator named "Com-
mando," piloting the PM to visit his em-
battled Middle East command in August
1942. At sunrise the third day, Churchill
climbed into the co-pilot's seat where, just
as Vanderkloot had promised, he saw the
River Nile: "Never had the glint of day-
light on its waters been so welcome..."

Their next flight was to Russia where
WSC had to tell Stalin there would be no
second front in Europe that year, com-
pared by Churchill to the task of deliver-
ing a cargo of ice to the North Pole.

Vanderkloot grew up in Lake Bluff,
Illinois, where he took such a keen inter-
est in flying that he traded in his parents'
gift of a Model A Ford on an unlicensed
home-built aircraft. (They only learned
about it when he crashed.) In the 1930s
he became a DC3 pilot for Trans World
Airlines. After the war he flew corporate
planes from helicopters to executive jets,
making his home in the Florida Keys.

Vanderkloot's experiences were
recorded by famed Canadian journalist
Bruce West in The Man Who Flew
Churchill (McGraw Hill Ryerson:
Toronto and New York 1975). $

Wit&
Wisdom i

On Recognition
"In researching a novel I have been

unable to find references regarding
Winston Churchill's observations/con-
cerns/predictions concerning the
People's Republic of China," writes
Keith Hazleton of Columbus, Ohio. If
you are aware of any published reference
to the above, and can reply to me, I
would be most appreciative."

We recommended Winston S.
Churchill: His Complete Speeches 1897-
1963 (8 vols.), edited by Robert Rhodes
James (NY: Chelsea House/Bowker
1974). Though rare and hotly sought
after by collectors, it is usually available
through inter-library loan. Readers will
find it comprehensively indexed.

During the debate over recogniz-
ing the People's Republic of China,
which Britain did but America didn't,
Churchill remarked, "To recognize
someone does not necessarily mean that
you like him. We all, for instance, recog-
nize the Rt. Hon. Gentleman, the
Member for Ebbw Vale." (That was his
arch-political enemy, Nye Bevan, though
they actually nursed a grudging respect
for each other.)

And, Churchill had this to say of
Madame Chiang, whom he cordially
despised, and we think we can read
between the lines: "Madame Chiang
Kai-shek is a most remarkable and fasci-
nating personality. Her perfect command
of English, and complete comprehension
of the world struggle as a whole, enable
her to be the best of all interpreters in
matters in which she herself plays a
notable part." $
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PAINTING THE

CHURCHILL PEAKS

Byron Birdsall, one of Alaska's
foremost living painters, has

completed his first portrait of
Winston Churchill, commis-
sioned for the 17th International
Churchill Conference in
Anchorage, 13-17 September.
Churchill never visited what he
once called "the remote and for-
bidding expanse of Alaska," but
if he had, he might have been
hard put to resist setting up his

easel in such a "paintaceous" land.
Birdsall shows Churchill standing in the snow, finish-

ing a painting of Mt. McKinley, whose twin peaks were
named to honor Sir Winston in 1965. One of the charms
of the portrait is that, though it is in water colors,
Churchill's "painting within the painting" is in oils, which
Churchill called "beaucoup plus beau que la peinture a
l'eau"—"much more beautiful than water colors."

Byron Birdsall was born in 1937 in Buckeye,
Arizona, where his father preached to one of the smallest
Free Methodist congregations in the Southwest. He grew
up in Los Angeles, then attended Seattle Pacific College
and Stanford University, lived in East Africa and Pago
Pago, American Samoa, and traveled extensively before set-
tling in Alaska in 1975.

While Birdsall's work defies pigeon-holing as "region-
al" art, his career has flourished in Alaska, which he has
called home for a quarter of a century despite recurring
bouts of wanderlust. His style is hard-edged, crisp, and
graphic; his humor puckish; and his subjects as varied as
his travels. And he is a master of mountains. Describing
Birdsall's work, American Artist said, "Only a few can look
the mountains straight in the eye and preserve their objec-
tivity. Only a few can interpret the forms into lines and
colors on...paper, so an image is produced that calls to
mind a mountain landscape...."

Birdsall will speak at the Alaska Conference, offering
a painter's appreciation of Churchill the painter. A limited-
edition print of Birdsall's portrait, signed by the artist, will
be presented to Goldpanner sponsors of the Alaska
Conference. Goldpanner details appear in the next column.
Information is posted on winstonchurchill.org, and readers
may contact conference chairman Jim Muller (middle col-
umn, page 2). The original work will be sold in a silent
auction at the conference, with a share of proceeds to bene-
fit The Churchill Center.

The 17th International Churchill Conference will be
held in Anchorage, Alaska, September 13-17, 2000.

Combining Martin Gilbert's triple presentation on
Churchill and Russia, a celebration of her birthday with
Lady Soames, and the most spectacular scenery in North
America, the conference promises to be one of the most
memorable in our history.

A hundred years ago, people flocked to Alaska, seek-
ing gold in her hills and streams. Some of these goldpan-
ners made their fortunes there. If you have attained a cer-
tain success in life, you can make a special contribution to
the conference by becoming a Goldpanner Conference
Sponsor. Only part of the cost of the International
Churchill Conferences is defrayed by regular registration
fees. The rest comes from the generosity of special donors.

The Goldpanner registration fee of $1750 for a single
person, or $2500 for a couple, covers all events during the
conference, from the opening Mountaintop Reception to
the closing Sourdough Brunch, including the Thursday and
Saturday trips. Because these fees are all-inclusive, they are
surprisingly affordable. $1,003 of the single sponsorship, or
$1,206 of the couple sponsorship, is a tax-deductible con-
tribution to The Churchill Center; receipts will be issued.

Goldpanner Conference Sponsors will be named in
the conference program. Goldpanners will also be recog-
nized at a private birthday luncheon with Mary Soames,
where they will receive a numbered print of Byron Birdsall's
painting of Winston Churchill. The personally signed print
will be a lasting souvenir of your visit to Alaska.

Aside from these perquisites, Goldpanners have the
satisfaction of knowing that they are in the select circle of
Churchillians who make the conference possible. Our con-
ferences always rely upon members like the Goldpanners
who register at high levels, and we are enormously grateful
to them.

Even if you are unable to come to Alaska, you are
warmly invited to support the conference as a Goldpanner
Sponsor, and we will make sure you receive your print of
Byron Birdsall's unique work. M>
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English-Speaking Peoples

THE EUROPEAN UNION, BRITAIN

AND THE UNITED STATES:

WHICH WAY TO GO?
CONRAD BLACK

An Address Delivered at trie Nixon Center, Washington, D.C., 11 April 2000

Since the Eisenhower era, the United States has been
urging Britain into Europe, initially to strengthen the
resolve of the Europeans as cold warriors and more re-

cently out of habit and to be a force for good government in
Europe. These motives are understandable, but have nothing
to do with the national interest of the United Kingdom.

Today, all polls in Britain show that about 70% of
the British people do not want to go farther into the EU, al-
though about half of them believe that the country may ulti-
mately do so anyway.

Unlike many British Euroskeptics, I am both a fran-
cophile and a germanophile. I think and hope Eurofederalism
will succeed for those countries with an aptitude for it but I
don't think Britain is one of them; nor do I think it is in the
U.S. national interest for Britain to try to become one of
them. The grandeur of the accomplishment in bringing an-
cient feuding European nationalities so closely together is ob-
vious but the appeal of the Eurocentric formula is not univer-
sal. The French and Germans, for notoriously well-known
historic reasons, have social safety nets that have effectively
become hammocks. Out of fear of the role of discontented
mobs in their history, a role that has no real parallel in the his-
tory of the English-speaking countries, France and Germany
have tax and benefit systems which, by Anglo-American stan-
dards, subsidize unemployment and discourage work.

Mr. Black is the chairman of Hollinger
International Inc., publisher of 400 news-
papers including Canada's National Post
and Britain's The Daily Telegraph, and a
joint honorary member of The Churchill
Center and Societies. On April 1 lth, joined
by Amb. Paul H. Robinson, he testified
before the United States Trade
Commisssion in favor of Britain's being
invited to join the North American Free
Trade Association, and later spoke at the

Nixon Center. "English-Speaking Peoples" is a periodic opinion series
on matters of moment among the English-speaking democracies
Churchill loved. Comment and counter-opinion are always welcome.

Most of the institutions of the French state were de-
vised by Richelieu, Colbert for Louis XIV, Napoleon and de
Gaulle, great men but very authoritarian by our standards.
And there is no indication that France is disposed to liberal-
ize its institutions along lines we would recognize.

It is a cliche to say that Germany was too late uni-
fied, had great difficulty determining whether it was an east-
ern or western facing nation, and that whenever it set out to
assure its own security it made its neighbours insecure. Ger-
many is now well unified withinn accepted if imperfect bor-
ders. The extension of NATO to Poland ensures that the
eastern border of the western world is not a German border,
and entrenches Germany in the west, a European Germany
rather than a German Europe, as Helmut Kohl used to say.

Unlike Britain, none of the largest continental Eu-
ropean countries has durably effective political institutions.
Those of Germany date from 1949; France's from 1958;
Spain's from 1975. The Italians are still trying to reform their
constitution. All have proportional representation voting sys-
tems and cumbersome coalition goverments. It is under-
standable that these countries, unlike Britain, might feel that
in moving toward federation they are not, in institutional
terms, giving up much.

None of the continental European countries has a
particular affinity with the United States and Canada or any-
thing slightly comparable to Britain's dramatic modern his-
toric intimacy with North America.

British trade patterns are also clearly distinguishable
from those of the other EU countries. Almost twice as much
of Britain's trade, as a percentage, is with North America
than is the case with other EU countries as a group and it is
rising more quickly than British trade with the EU. Britain's
share of trade with the EU has actually declined recently, and
if exports shipped on through Rotterdam and other Euro-
pean ports outside the European Union and overseas invest-
ment earnings are included, the EU's percentage of British
exports is probably about 40 and less than 10% of the UK's

continued overleaf...
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"The British do not wish to strip
their Parliament to clothe, juris-
dictionally, the institutions of
Europe..."

GDP. Conversely, the exports of a number of countries to
the European Union, including those of the United States,
have risen considerably more rapidly than have Britain's in
recent years. Over the last ten years direct net investment in
the United Kingdom from the United States and Canada has
been 1.5 times the corresponding figure for EU investment
in Britain. And British net direct investment in North Amer-
ica has been more than double UK investment in the EU.
These trends are continuing, impervious to EU preferences.

Now that the World Trade Organization is adminis-
tering the Uruguay Round of trade liberalization agreements,
the EU's common external tariff has fallen from 5.7% to
3.6%, not a prohibitive barrier to Britain if she were not in
the EU, given its more bearable social costs and provided
Britain retains control of its own currency. Since the
Uruguay Round, attempts by the EU to limit imports from
non-members can be sustained only if unanimously upheld
by multi-national trade panels, which is as a practical matter
almost impossible. The fear of being frozen out of Europe by
vindictive community bureaucrats is still invoked by British
Euro-advocates but is now a complete fraud.

The annual cost of Britain's adherence to the Euro-
pean Union is nearly £10 billion in gross budgetary contri-
butions, though almost half of this is returned in EU spend-
ing: most of it, to quote a former Conservative chancellor,
"on things which the UK government would not choose to
spend money on." Higher food prices in the UK because of
the Common Agricultural Policy cost that country rather
more than £6 billion annually, though about half of that is
rebated directly to British farmers. The overall cost of the
EU to Britain, then, is £8 to £12 billion, or around 1.5% of
GDP plus a £3 billion trade deficit. There are also the costs
of regulation, and the heavy political costs of eroding sover-
eignty along with the tacit encouragement of provincial sep-
aratism as Scottish and Welsh nationalists envision receiving
the sort of direct grants that have benefited Ireland.

The British do not wish to strip their Parliament to
clothe, jurisidictionally, the institutions of Europe.
They do not want to go back to pre-Thatcher taxing,

spending and industrial relations policies, and they do not
want their historic relationship with the United States and
Canada subsumed into the much less intimate relationship
that Europe has with those countries.

But there is no credible version of Eurointegration
that does not involve a massive transfer of authority from

Westminster, which has served Britain reasonably satisfacto-
rily for centuries, to the institutions of Brussels and Stras-
bourg—which are, by Anglo-American standards, rather un-
democratic and inefficient. An example: last year's budgetary
shambles, when the entire Commission was fired by the nor-
mally docile European parliament. Nor is there any defini-
tion of Euro-integration that does not run a large risk, as
Jacques Delors infamously promised the British Trades'
Union Congress ten years ago, of imposing European pre-
Thatcher taxing and spending levels and industrial relations.
I fail to see how any aspect of a special relationship with the
United States and Canada could survive monetary union and
its sequel, a common European defence and foreign policy.

It is often informally acknowledged that pan-Euro-
pean requirements will be invoked to justify a relative
"Thatcherization" of individual European countries, once
monetary union has been achieved. This is commendable,
but Britain has already been through the necessary rigours of
Thatcherization and many in that country wonder why they
should, as monetary union would require, bear much of the
pain while others do the same. Nor is it likely to happen
quickly. Almost all continental European governments are
multi-party coalitions incapable of decisive action. De Gaulle
was the only continental leader in fifty years who was as ef-
fective as Thatcher or Reagan, and his undoubted talents
were not concentrated in social or economic affairs. Jacques
Delors used to accuse Britain of "social dumping" because it
hadn't overburdened its employers with the full cost of the
Euro-welfare state. Monetary union means harmonization. I
don't think anyone seriously imagines that European Mone-
tary Union will cause British taxes and social spending to be
harmonized downwards.

The steady cascade of Euro-directives and European
Court of Justice decisions subsumes the sovereignty of the
EU member states into the Union gradually. There are now
50,000 Euroregulations, filling over 230,000 pages, applica-
ble to Britain. Monetary union would deliver monetary pol-
icy to a supranational authority and severely erode national
control over fiscal policy. The next step, a common foreign
and defence policy, would reduce national sovereignty in the
member countries virtually to the level of local government.

It is now almost forty years since President Truman's secre-
tary of state, Dean Acheson, said "Britain has lost an em-
pire but failed to find a role." Everyone who cares about

Britain knows how difficult this task has been, and still is.
Mr. Churchill soldiered valiantly on with the theory

that Britain could be the world's third great power. This effort
essentially ended with Eden and Suez. Harold Macmillan
worked hard on the special relationship, especially with Presi-
dent Kennedy, and produced the metaphor that Britain was a
Greek Empire within the Roman Empire. This, understand-
ably, was not a uniformly popular formulation.

But Macmillan seemed ultimately to feel that
Britain's place was in Europe. By then the U.S. administra-
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"It is now almost forty years since President Truman's secretary of
state, Dean Acheson, said 'Britain has lost an empire but failed to

find a role. 'Everyone who cares about Britain knows how difficult
this task has been, and still is. Mr. Churchill soldiered valiantly on
with the theory that Britain could be the world's third great power.

This effort essentially ended with Eden and Suez."

tions were urging Britain into Europe to reinvigorate the
continental Europeans as cold warriors. You may recall that
Harold Wilson was initially Euroskeptical, tepidly pro-Euro-
pean in his second term, but always ambiguous. Edward
Heath did his best to deconstruct almost any relationship
with the United States and while advocating a common mar-
ket did his best to promote practically unlimited European
supranationalism. Margaret Thatcher rebuilt the American
relationship, demonstrated that Britain could have some in-
fluence on U.S. policy-making and that Britain retained
some autonomous moral authority in the world.

John Major started out believing Europe could be
placated with gestures stopping well short of integration but
discovered otherwise and is now a rather energetic Euroskep-
tic. Tony Blair has said he will pool sovereignty without sur-
rendering it and will be governed by the national interest in
monetary union and other Euro questions.

Ihave been elaborating the difficulties Britain has had
coming to grips with European unification. It is starting
to have an impact on the U.S. as well.

Euro-integrationists do not seek the dissolution of
the Atlantic alliance. It is just that some of the more influen-
tial Euro-advocates seek to reconfigure the alliance on lines
that are unlikely to be acceptable to the United States. This is
the updated version of Harold Macmillan's Greek and
Roman metaphor. Like a great St. Bernard, the United States
will provide the muscle while Europe holds the leash and
gives the orders. Even those in Britain who wanted to deny
the United States the right to attack Libya from British bases
in 1986 believed the U.S. should continue to have the privi-
lege of guaranteeing western European security. During the
Cold War the perceived greater European risk because of the
proximity of the Soviets was assumed to offset the greater
American defence burden. Now that that risk has virtually
disappeared, there is neither the need nor inclination in Eu-
rope to increase the burden. And it is hard not to think that
any move to do so is more likely to be motivated by a desire
to be a rival, rather than a stronger ally for the United States.

The United States has long been irritated by the
European habit of trying to fashion a mid-East policy by
awaiting American initiatives and then staking out positions

more favourable to the Arab powers. This has contributed
absolutely nothing to the peace process and it is likely to be-
come more troublesome. The U.S. government is also con-
cerned that the EU's shabby, arms-length treatment of
Turkey will destabilize that crucial country and the entire re-
gion, though there has been some relative moderation lately.

The European practice of embracing the Turks
whenever they need an ally in the Middle East and then
spurning them as a rabble of Islamic migrants whenever they
seek a closer association with Europe could lead to disaster if
the United States can not devise a method of keeping Turkey
in the West, possibly in an expanded trade agreement. Eu-
rope's mistreatment of the Middle East's most important
country, from which Britain largely dissents, in which the
leading continental European powers hide behind the
Greeks, is in vivid contrast to the whole-hearted generosity
of the American and Canadian extension of their free trade
agreement to Mexico, and of U.S. assistance during Mexico's
currency crises.

The preposterous encouragements of the Castro
regime are another example of Europe's ability to annoy the
Americans unnecessarily, as are the pretensions of the Euro-
peans, especially Spain, to some tutorial vocation in Latin
America generally. Castro's dictatorship has ruined the
Cuban economy and incarcerated or driven into exile 20%
of the population. Helms-Burton is not a completely irre-
proachable foreign policy cornerstone, but irritating the U.S.
over a regime ninety miles from Florida that can not possibly
endure much longer, and has no emulators, makes no sense.
When democracy finally does emerge in Cuba, its leaders are
unlikely to be grateful for Europe's coddling of Castro.

If you accept only a possibility that a federal Eu-
rope could be in some measure a nuisance to the United
States, it would be geopolitically negligent not to explore the
prospect of Britain's preserving its Atlantic role and its
proverbially special relationship with America, particularly as
it is a relative upholder of the American economic system.
American and international economic officials regularly
commend this model to the world. Britain's chances of evan-
gelizing the Europeans in favour of transparency, privatiza-
tion, deregulation, lower taxes and labour flexibility and effi-

continued overleaf...
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English-Speaking Peoples, continued
ciency are much greater as a NAFTA vanguard than as a
component of a self-inundating social democratic Europe.
In all geopolitical respects, U.S. interests would be well
served by keeping so comparatively important a country as
Britain at least as close to the U.S. as to an integrated Eu-
rope, and to offering it an alternative to absorption in an un-
certainly motivated Europe. If you dismiss the British deputy
sheriff, he will vanish into Europe and become as unavailable
in time of need as Gary Coopers helpers in High Noon.

No one should underestimate the extent to which
Eurofederalism is inspired by a resentment of the soft hege-
mony of the Americans and, as some Europeans would have
it, the Anglo-Americans, these fifty years. When scratched at
all, many of the leading Eurofederalists of my acquaintance
profess some resentment at the subordination of Europe dur-
ing the Cold War and have a somewhat mystical concept of
the early re-emergence of European leadership in the world.
In my opinion Europe possesses neither the geopolitical
strength nor the political maturity to exercise any such role.

The main home for such sentiments remains
France, where they are espoused by both pro- and anti-Euro-
pean forces. Thus, Francois Mitterrand is recorded by
Georges-Marc Benamou in Le Dernier Mitterrand as saying
"France does not know it, but we are at war with America.
Yes, a permanent war, a vital war, an economic war, a war
without death. Yes, they are very hard, the Americans, they
are voracious, they want undivided power over the world."
The French and Germans propose that NATO should move,
other than in self-defence, only with the approval of the
United Nations Security Council. The French foreign minis-
ter, Hubert Vedrine, has described the new NATO members
as U.S. Trojan horses, and has made an endless series of in-
flammatory comments about the U.S. including exhorta-
tions to "stand up to" the United States over Iraq. This is not
the conduct of a reliable ally.

Even in Britain, the old Labour left believes the
United States escalated and prolonged the Cold War. One
need only see the grotesquely bowdlerized television account
of the Cold War written by Jeremy Isaacs and produced by
Ted Turner, to be reminded of that view. The High Tory
right, the followers of Arthur Bryant and Enoch Powell, also
have held that the United States cheated Britain out of its
empire and replaced it with an imperialism of its own. I once
had the pleasure of pointing out to Enoch Powell, during a
debate on what I held to be the evils of anti-Americanism
after he blamed the loss of the British Empire on Roosevelt,
Marshall and Eisenhower, that if it were not for those men,
we would have still been waiting for D-Day and that the
Empire would have gone anyway.

If the grandeur of a unified Europe is undeniable, it is
also true that a trans-oceanic option, based on the soli-
darity of the principal English-speaking countries and re-

taining close relations with Western Europe, possesses at least

equivalent grandeur. It also possesses historical legitimacy,
unlike the dream of Euro-federalism.

Britain is at the centre, geographically, culturally
and politically, of an Atlantic community; whereas she is in
all respects on the periphery of an exclusively or predomi-
nantly European order. The unintended consequence of a
Britain ever more closely integrated into a European foreign
and defence policy would be a Britain torn away from her
natural Atlanticist vocation and a United States largely de-
prived of her principal ally, demobilizing, as I said earlier,
the world's so-called deputy sheriff.

If, as the Eurofederalists propose, it evolved into a
fully fledged Common Foreign and Security Policy with ma-
jority voting, think of the consequences: had it operated at
the time of the Gulf War in 1990-91, it is almost certain
that the majority of EU nations would have voted against
military action. Nor could Britain have launched and suc-
cessfully conducted the Falklands campaign.

Next to the United States there are eight or ten other
countries, of which Britain is one, that are strong
relative to all the others, and have some interna-

tional standing. In a world of 180 countries, this is not an
unenviable status, and it is certainly an adequate platform
from which both Britain and the United States can consider
more than one alternative course for Britain's future.

Britain could join the European Economic Area
with Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein, which would main-
tain full access to the single market and avoid further politi-
cal integration. It would be giving up its position on the
Council of Ministers for a vague right to be consulted, but
would save most of the present financial cost of the EU.

The Swiss option, the European Free Trade Associa-
tion but not the European Economic Area, gives almost as
good access to the EU market, but offers free movement only
of goods, not of people.

More interesting than associating with these rather
small and solitary countries, Britain could use the existence
of its veto right and its large current account deficit with the
EU to negotiate complete reciprocal access of goods and peo-
ple, withdrawal from the political and judicial institutions
and emancipate itself from the herniating mass of authoritar-
ian Euro-directives with which it has been deluged.

At the same time Britain could negotiate entry into
NAFTA—which will be renamed eventually, and which is al-
ready negotiating with the European Free Trade Association,
and with Chile. Britain is now the world's fourth economy,
after the U.S., Japan, and Germany. I can't imagine there
would be great difficulty negotiating entry for Britain into
NAFTA. Even Pat Buchanan and most American labour lead-
ers agree to free trade with advanced countries. Sir Leon Brit-
tan's initiative to promote free trade between the EU and
NAFTA was vetoed by the French two years ago. Apart from
its other virtues this is the best method of forcing open the
barricades of European economic and political protectionism.
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"If Mexico—with all its labour, environment and
emigration problems—managed to gain membership in NAFTA

over the objections of many Americans,
then surely Britain would be received with rejoicing.
If America were jubilant, Canada would be ecstatic.

Canada has watched with dismay as Britain
has receded in its national life. This would be quite

a contrast from the groans, scowls and lectures the British are
accustomed to receiving from theirEuropean partners.../'

Such an expanding NAFTA would have every com-
mercial advantage over the EU. It is based on the Anglo-
American free market model of relatively restrained taxation
and social spending, which is the principal reason the United
States and Canada together have created, over the last fifteen
years, a net average of two million more new jobs per year
than the European Union. The United States created more
new jobs in December 1998 than France and Germany to-
gether had in the previous ten years. NAFTA, as its name
implies, is a free trade area only. The United States will not
make any significant concessions of sovereignty and does not
expect other countries to do so either.

EFTA, a bloc based on NAFTA, which is already
negotiating with the Canadians and the more advanced
South American countries, could expand into eastern Europe
faster than the EU, encumbered as the European Union is by
the Common Agricultural Policy and a powerful urge to pro-
tect onerous French and German social costs.

Britain's sovereignty would be in much better con-
dition than it now is. Canada, whose distinctiveness from
the northern American states is fairly tenuous, has lost no
additional sovereignty after entering into the free trade agree-
ment that resulted in over 40% of Canada's GNP being de-
rived from trade with the U.S.

This is more than four times the percentage of
British GNP taken up by trade with the EU, but Canada
suffers none of the jurisdictional intrusions that are routine
in the British march to Eurofederalism.

The question for Britain is whether it wants to be
part of the fracturing of the Free World that increasingly ap-
pears to be a likely part of greater European integration—or
whether it wishes to escape its consequences. If Mexico—
with all its labour, environment and emigration problems—
managed to gain membership in NAFTA over the objections
of many Americans, then surely Britain would be received
with rejoicing.

If America were jubilant, Canada would be ecstatic.

Canada has watched with dismay as Britain has receded in its
national life. This would be quite a contrast from the groans,
scowls and lectures the British are accustomed to receiving
from their European partners, as in the prolonged outrage
over the ban on British beef in Europe, now sustained only
by the capricious, not to say malicious, antics of the French.

I am in favour of Euro-integration for most of the
EU countries. I agree with their bringing as many of their
number as they can into EMU despite recourse to account-
ing practices that in the private sector would lead to a jail
cell. However, I think there are better alternatives for Britain
and for the United States, suitable to the United Kingdom's
unique historic, cultural and geographic characteristics.

The more venerable among you would remember, and
all of you would know of President Roosevelt's
despatch to Mr. Churchill at the end of 1940 of the

hand-written verse from Longfellow beginning "Sail on, O
Ship of State" which, he said, applied to both countries.
How fortunate we were that Anglo-American leaders at that
critical time largely personified the civilization whose defence
they were leading. You may recall that Mr. Churchill re-
sponded with Clough's "Say Not the Struggle Naught
Availeth," with its dramatic ending, "Westward look, the
land is bright," one of the verses of which begins, "If hopes
were dupes, fears may be liars."

Conditions are incomparably better now, and our
former enemies are good friends. The correlation of forces
has changed as the British Empire has vanished. And it is a
mistake to relive endlessly those far-off days, glorious though
they were. But I am afraid many of the hopes reposed in an
integrated Europe, both by Britain and by the United States,
are dupes, and I believe that many of the fears of alternative
courses of action in both countries are false.

I put it to you that failure seriously to examine al-
ternative European and Atlantic policies now would be a
great disservice to both Britain and the United States. M>
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100-75-50-25 YEARS AGO

Michael McMenamin

One hundred years ago:
Summer 1900-Age 25
"[A war] is not a long line of
continuous successes."

Churchill returned home on 20 July
1900 on the Dunottar Castle, the

same ship on which he had arrived in
South Africa eight months earlier. On the
very next day he began inscribing copies
of his latest book, London to Ladysmith
via Pretoria, beginning with an inscrip-
tion to Oliver Borthwick, the Morning
Post editor who had sent him there (see
FH 105, p. 45). An election was in the
offing so Churchill next set out for Old-
ham, for his second try at elective office.

"Over 10,000 people turned out in
the streets with flags and drums beating
and shouted themselves hoarse for two
hours," Churchill wrote his brother Jack.
"Although it was 12 o'clock before I left
the Conservative Club, the streets were
still crowded with people."

Churchill criticized opponents of the
war: "I noticed this evening a flaring
newspaper placard announcing another
British military disaster....I do not like the
exaggerated use of words. These incidents
of war are the inevitable accompaniment
of military operations. What is a war? It is
not a long line of continuous successes. At
least it is not usually that. It is an out and
out fight with rough and tumble in which
both sides must give and bear good blows.
If we are going to call every insignificant
operation on the line of communications
a British disaster we should soon run a
great danger of losing the calm and self-
possession which has hitherto distin-
guished the demeanour of the country."

Churchill declined many invitations
to speak for other candidates, but an ex-
ception was his appearance at Plymouth
on behalf of his cousin, Ivor Guest, where
he spoke at length on the sorry state of
military defence, a theme that was to
recur thirty-five years later in his life:

"The fear of invasion seems to influ-
ence our daily lives as little as the fear of
death. Somewhere perhaps, in the future,
how or where we know not, the hour will
come....These are matters worthy of most
serious attention. Indeed, they are excit-
ing the concern of British statesmen of all
parties [who] are agreed that this country
has entered on a period of grave national
danger, that the great Powers of Europe,
armed to the teeth, view us with no
friendly eye, and that our arrangements
for military defence are not such that we
can contemplate the situation without
anxiety....For seven years I have been
trained in the theory and practice of
modern war. Heaven forbid that I should
pose as an expert; but I know enough to
tell you that there are very few things in
military administration which a business
man of common sense and a little imagi-
nation can not understand if he turns his
attention to the subject; and any one who
tells you the contrary is nothing better
than a humbug."

Parliament was not dissolved until
17 September, and the election was
spread over a three-week period with the
Oldham constituency scheduled for an
early vote on October 1st. Two Liberal
seats were up and the Conservatives took
both. It was close. Churchill placed sec-
ond, sixteen votes behind the leading
vote-getter but only 222 votes ahead of
the tiiird-place finisher out of over 50,000
votes cast.

Seventy-five years ago:
Summer 1925-Age 50
"...I am getting my own
way in nearly everything."

Churchill's Finance Bill was making its
way through the House. "...I am dri-

ving forward at least ten large questions,
and many smaller ones all inter-related
and centering on the Budget," he wrote
his wife on June 5th. "So far I am getting
my own way in nearly everything. But it is
a most laborious business, so many stages
having to be gone through, so many peo-
ple having to be consulted, and so much
detail having to be mastered or explored
in one way or another."

In the same letter, Churchill ex-
plained one of his techniques for getting
support: "I am seeing a great deal of my
colleagues now through the week-end
parties, and also at lunch and dinner in
Downing Street...." Doubtless he needed
the friendly talk because his words in de-
bate were still sharp and cutting. Re-
sponding on 9 June to criticism of the
Government's reintroduction of the
wartime McKenna Duties to raise rev-
enues and compensate for his across-the-
board income tax cuts, Churchill ob-
served that the Duties had "been voted
for again and again during the last ten
years, and in the Great War, when the
troops of the Dominions were sent to our
aid from all parts of the world, when we
were fighting for our lives, [and] when
the hon. and gallant Gentleman was play-
ing a much more useful part in the de-
fence of the country than he is playing at
the present time below the Gangway."

C. P. Scott, the editor of the Man-
chester Guardian, recounts that during a
dinner party on 30 June with the Polish
Ambassador present, Churchill "talked in-
cessantly" and proffered advice, prescient
but unwelcome, on Polish relations with
Germany, arguing "that Poland should by
all means cultivate the friendship of Ger-
many. Else, if Germany were driven back
on Russian support, Poland in the end
would be crushed between them."

During July, the crisis in the coal in-
dustry came to a head with the owners
threatening wage cuts and the miners a
strike. Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin
formed a Special Cabinet Committee
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