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12 Churchill's Greatness (3): The Gandhi Factor
We should praise Gandhi because he did not wish the
death or suffering of anyone. But...

Larry Arnn

13 Churchill's Greatness (4): An Indian's Per spective
The Irrepressible Jollyman who Exploded Freedom
Inder Dan Ratnu

16 English-Speaking Peoples: The Leadership Gap
Where are Today's Winston Churchills?
Christopher Matthews

20 Hotel La Mamounia, Marrakech, Morocco
"This is awonderful place, and the hotel one of
the best | have ever used."

Photographs by David Druckman and La Mamounia

26 2000 Heritage Fund Appeal
A Specia Request and a Thank-you to USA Supporters

29 Glimpses: Late Encounters with Christina
Maurice Baird-Smith DFC 'John Crookshank

4  Despatch Box

5 Datelines

6 Churchill Calendar

18 Action This Day

28 Wit & Wisdom

41 Riddles, Mysteries, Enigmas
43 Woods Corner

48 Inside the Journals

49 Arts: Recipes From No. 10
50 Churchill trivia

51 Ampersand

52 Immortal Words

PS Thisissuecontains 60,171 words.

30 From British Cassandra to American Hero
The Churchill Legend in the WW2 American Media
Jonathan Skorsky

36 Cabinet War Rooms Move to Expand
Phil Reed

BOOKS, ARTS & CURIOSITIES:

38 Malcolm Hill's Churchill: His Radical Decade is wel-
comed by the editor...Phillip Guedallas Mr. Churchill,
says CharlesW. Snyder, is "a Flavo(u)rful Light
Souffle™...Jack LeVien's video, "Sir Winston's Other
World" is light, but no souffle...Four new bibliographic
works are published...Barbara Langworth cooks vegeta-
bles with Mrs. Landemare....Curt Zoller serves up-more
Churchilltrivia...Dave.Marcus produces another cover.

43 The Second World War
Part I: Connoisseur's Guide to the Book of the Century
Richard M. Langworth

46 "InWhat Shape They Choose": Wartime Pottery
DouglasJ Hall

Cover: "Winston Churchill," oil on canvas,
14x12", by Theodore CharlesBasil Hitchcock,
R.O.l.Bornin 1892, Hitchcock was principally a
landscape painter in oil. He studied at Hornseyf
School of Art under J. C. Moody and Adrian Hill.
Through Hill'stutelage Hitchcock devel oped h
interestin portraiture. Theartist exhibited at the
Royal Academy, Royal Society of British Artist
New English Art Club and Royal Institute of Oil
Painters. Reproduced by kind courtesy o
Ackermann & Johnson Ltd., fromtheir 2000

SWIX9HY, tel. (0207) 235-6464.

Churchill Catalogue, 27 Lowndes Street, Londor)
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THANK-YOU, JACK

Ritaand | are extremely proud to have re-
ceived the Blenheim Award, one of our nicest
surprises in a long time. The beautiful person-
alised plaque is appropriately included in the
"Blenheim" display case in our No. 1 room in
the mansion and has drawn the attention of
many recent visitors. We now have an average
1000+ visitors each open weekend, occasionally
as many as 2500. Thank you so much.

JACK DARRAH, LUTON, BEDS.

SOFT UNDERBELLIES

In Churchill Online, FH 106, you quite
correctly quote what | wrotein Forged in War re-
garding the the "soft underbelly" campaign in
Itay. | do, in fact, believe it was a second front
of far larger significance for the Soviet Union
than was North Africa (which was crucia for
protecting Suez, oil, and Britain's position in the
Middle East), even if it was not the massive Sec-
ond Front that Molotov and Stalin described in
1942 and demanded thereafter—playing on Al-
lied guilt if the Chuev interviews with Molotov
are to be believed. However, | used, or perhaps
misused, the phrase "soft underbelly" to include
Churchill's proposal for a thrust through the
Ljubljana Gap. That was the strategic god of the
strategy, at least according to Churchill's later
description of the concept, although not what
he described initialy to Stalin. In any event, |
would argue that | was not as inconsistent as the
email might seem when compared to my book. |
remain, "more measured” but still...
PROF. WARREN F. KIMBALL, RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, NJ

ALASKA CONFERENCE
Your Churchill Conference in Alaska is in-
spired. | know this because | myself made plans
to go to Alaskain August which of course means
that having just gotten back, | could not join
you a few weeks later. And then you've invited
Sir Martin Gilbert. As luck would have it, Sir
Martin received an honorary doctorate from
The George Washington University in May [see
FH 107, pp. 6-7 -ed.]. Sorry I'm not going to be
seeing you imminently but it's wonderful to read
your materials and know that you are cooking

with gas, as aways.

STEPHEN JOEL TRACHTENBERG, PRESIDENT
GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON

WEBSITE PRAISE

We get | ots of correspondence on our website,
pro and con. One man asked who put mein charge
of the website. Another attacked me for the typos
and told methat it was a disgrace to the memory of
Churchill and hismastery of the English language.
Please forgive me for sharing this one with you. It
makesup for thezingers.

-John Plumpton, Webmaster >»

DESPATCH BOX

Your website is superb. It would have been

S0 essy to have assembled something that fell

short of the mark, but you have produced a bril-
liant archive of Churchill's life and legacy.

STUART GOODACRE, VTA INTERNET

WHAT PRICE CHURCHILL?

| redlly enjoyed your Woods Corner article
in FH 107. | definitely fit into the category of
trying to find Churchill at cheaper prices. The
article dso reinforced what | had thought about
my collection which is that | have done very well
in what | have found. For example, the article
mentions the English WW2 series at $325. |
was able to find avg/nf set in similar jackets for
$65 + $37 shipping from the UK. | think the
key is being patient, waiting for a good dea to
come along and aso recognizing a good buy and
jumping on it. It is amazing what you can find if
you know what to look for. BILL CRAWFCRD

QUOTES GALORE ON USS WSC
Thank you for your generous gift of
Czarnomski's Wisdom of Winston Churchill, such
a comprehensive compendium of our namesake's
wisdom—the Plan of the Day will never be the
same again! It was a great pleasure to meet you
on our AlphaTransit [see "Datelines' -Ed.] and |

am pleased you enjoyed your tour.

LT. ANGUS ESSENHIGH, RN NAVIGATOR,
USS WINSTONS. CHURCHILL, BATH, MAINE

U.S. Defense Secretary Cohen provided for a
Royal Navy officer onthe crew of USSWinston S.
Churchill, and Lt. Essenhigh isthe present incum-
bent. The Plan of the Day, a daily bulletin for the
crew, includes a Churchill quote, and Czarnomski
isthe best quote book yet published.

AMERICAN WINSTON

| enjoyed the article on the "other" Win-
ston Churchill {FH 106). We dl know about
him, of course, but your commentary put every-
thing in perspective. | once found one of his
books and bought it on afluke, not intending to
read it. Your article caused me to check it, and |
was pleased to discover that | have apparently a
first edition of The Crisis. | think | paid al of
$10 for it [too much! -ed.], which is certainly a
lot less, as you documented in FH 107, for a
first edition of "our" Winston's books!

RONALD J. BROIDA, DARIEN, ILL., USA

HALLMARK CARDS WANTED

« WANTED FOR PURCHASE: Hallmark
Christmas cards, circa 1950, illustrated by
Churchill paintings. Please contact with details
and price: M. S. Hofschneider, 1A Lancaster
Road, ColoniaNJ 07067 USA.

Reader reminder: classified advertsarefreeto
members. Send yours to the editor. M>
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DATELINES

QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"...| adhere to the school of those who believe that governments cannot make nations rich;

that wedlth is gathered only Ly individua exertion and enterprise; that State expenditure is

almost dways profligate and wasteful. The more freedom enjoyed by the citizen and the less
the interference of the State, the higher will be the standard of public well being."

—WSC, IF | LIVED MYLIFEAGAIN, EDITED BY JACK FISHMAN (LONDON: ALLEN 1974)

Randol ph Observed >
| took the photo at right of Randolph
Churchill at our aviation section during
the Korean War about two weeks before
he was wounded and had to be evacu-
ated. | was a mechanic with the I-Corps
aviation section, and flew both as an
observer and a technician. Most of our
observation flights were behind the
lines to report on troop and equipment
movements and to cdl in ar and ar-
tillery strikes. | was a Staff Sergeant,
and was awarded the Air Medal and
four oak leaf clusters for my actions as
an observer.

Randolph, who was quite a talker
and enjoyable to have aong, would
come by once or so every week to hitch
a ride over the front, behind enemy
lines. He would aways bring along a
bottle, scotch usualy, to help pave the
way for aride. When | was preparing to
shoot this photo he had a fifth in his
hand. "Wait," he said, and held it be-
hind him. Although | read that he ac-
counted for a lot of alcohol, | never saw
him drunk. | was flying and did not see
him being evacuated, but | was told he
was wounded in the shin bone by a bul-
let or missile. -Don Black, Lakeland, FL

Reluctant Dragon
LONDON, JUNE 13TH— The Daily Telegraph
reported that Noel Coward and officids
from the Ministry of Information went
to America in 1940 secretly to urge
Walt Disney to incorporate an anti-
Nazi cartoon based on the legend of St
George and the Dragon in afilm he was

making entitted "The Reluctant
Dragon." (The St. George legend was a
favorite of Churchill's, who incorpo-
rated it into his 1928 "Disarmament
Fable"; see FH 104, page 28.) Accord-
ing to previously unpublished docu-
ments in the Public Record Office,
Walt Disney steadfastly refused because,
said the Telegraph, he was determined to
keep the U.S. out of the war. (Thanks
for this news item to Terry McGarry.)

France Joins the Chorus
PARIS JUNE— Churchill was on the cover
of the French magazine Historia, named
in this specia issue as Homme d'Etat
du Siécle (Statesman of the Century).
The piece inside,- 30 pages long, begins:

"Comme officier, journaliste, Premier
ministre, député ou historien, ce fab-
uleux homme orchestre a occupé pen-
dant soixante-dix ans l'avant-scéne de
I'Histoire. En 1950, TIME magazine
l'avait baptise: "L'homme du demi-
siecle” Cinquante ans plus tard, le
"demi" nous pardit superflu..." [50
years later, the 'half in Man of the
Half-Century seems to us superfluous.]
There is quite a bit of detailed and
broad information in here; it seems like
quite a balanced presentation (mais
mon francais n'est pas parfait!). Save
Finest Hour, it is the most on WSC that
I've seen in any publication.

-Mike Campbell, Halifax, Nova Scotia

Churchill Papers Open to
Worldwide Study

LONDON, AUGUST BTH— The Sir Winston
Churchill Archive Trust, the University
of Southampton, and leading informa-
tion publishers the Gale Group an-
nounced today that the complete pa-
pers of Sir Winston Churchill are to be
microfilmed and published over the
next four years. A full on-line edition
will follow at alater date.

The Churchill Papers comprise an
estimated one million individual docu-
ments stored in approximately 2500
boxes. They consist of original docu-
ments composed, sent or received by
Winston Churchill during the course of
his ninety years. a historicaly unique
record of the amazing career of a sol-
dier, journalist, biographer, historian,

continued overleaf
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Churchill Papers...

orator, statesman and prime minister.
They dso shed light on the most im-
portant national and international
events and personalities of the first half
of the 20th century. Virtually every-
thing has been preserved, from his
childhood letters to drafts of his books,
original notes for his famous speeches,
annotations to Cabinet papers and de-
partmental notes, incoming correspon-
dence and copies of al outgoing memo-
randa, |etters and telegrams, right down
to receipts for brandy, cigars, Turkish
baths, even the labels off game birds
sent to him from Balmoral. In this way
the Churchill Papers were created to be-
come one of the most important
sources available for the study of mod-
ern British and world history. Histori-
ans estimate that only about ten percent
of the million documents in the
Churchill Archives Centre at Churchill
College, Cambridge, have been pub-
lished in any form until now.

The Churchill Papers fdl into two

categories. the Chartwell Papers, cover-
ing the period up to 28 July 1945; and |
i uments in the Archives. HM SO have 1

papers relating to the period after that.
The Chartwell Papers were purchased
in the first round of grants made by the
Heritage Lottery Fund in April 1995.
The post-1945 Churchill Papers, origi-
nally bequeathed to Churchill College
by Baroness Clementine Spencer-
Churchill, were donated by the Master
and Fellows of the College. The owner-
ship of both sets of papers is how con-
solidated in the Sir Winston Churchill
Archive Trust, a charitable body estab-
lished to safeguard the Churchill Papers
in perpetuity, with the objectives of pre-

|
|
\

serving them and making them avail- ;

able and widely accessible.

Since the completion of the final
biographic volume of the Officia Biog-
raphy in 1988, the Churchill family
have been looking to find away of both
preserving and making the documents
available more widely without a charge
on the taxpayer. This initiative is owed

DATELINES

THE CHURCHILL CALENDAR

All postings welcome; oWing to our quarterly schedule, we need copy at least three months in advance.

. 2000
30 October (start) Churchill Visit Commemoration, Copenhagen  contact: |CS UK (page 2)
10 November: World War 11 Veterans Committee Conference, Washington, DC
11 November: World War 11 Memorial Groundbreaking (tentative), Washington, DC
30 November 126th Birthday Dinner, Anchorage, AK « contact: JamesMuller (page 2)
30 November: 126th Birthday Dinner, Boston, MA
contact: Suzanne Sgntan, tel. (617) 6961833, email ssigman@mediaone.net

2001
14 February: Centenary of Churchill's Entry into Parliament
10 March (tentative): Commissioning of USS Winston S. Churchill, Norfolk, Va
4-8 November: 18th International Churchill Conference, San Diego, Cdif.
contact: Curt Zoller, tel. (714) 581-6534, email zcurt@earthlink.net

2002
August: 10th International Churchill Tour, England and Scodand
August (tentative): UK visit of USS Winston S Churchill
19th International Churchill Conference, England
2003
20th Churchill Conference, 50th Anniversary Bermuda Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda

jointly to the family and Southampton |
University, who decided to bring in a ‘
commercial publisher, enabling sdf-fi- :
nancing preservation and dissemination. ‘
This project is undertaken with the ‘
cooperation of Her Maesty's Stationery
Office (HMSO) who own the copy- ‘
right in a great many of the public doc- |

period 1897 to 1965. HMSO have
given permission for Crown copyright
material to be included. Later releases
will include documents reveding dl as-
pects of Churchill's long and varied
ministerial career. His political papers,
principally his correspondence with vir-
tudly dl the leading political figures of
the day and his persona and literary
files, will dso beincluded.

Mark Holland, vice-president of
Gale Group and UK Publisher, said:
"The papers of Sir Winston Churchill
are an exceptionally rich source for his-
torians studying British and world &-
fars in the 20th century. We are de-
lighted to be leading this magnificent
project, and very proud to be adding
the papers of Sir Winston to the portfo-
lio of primary source historical docu-
ments available from Gae Group."
Noting the continuing public fascina
tion with Churchill as war leader and
towering personality, he added: "Schol-
ars worldwide will be able to study the
full range of Churchill's contribution to
world affars and the way in which his
extraordinary talents made an impact
on so many of the mgjor events of the
20th century."

The Sir Winston Churchill Archive

authorised the Sir Winston Churchill
Archive Trustees, the publishers Gale,
and Southampton University, to incor-
porate their material in the microfilm
or electronic publications. One of the
main early activities of the publisher is
to make sure that all "third party" (i.e.
non-HM SO and non-Churchill) copy-
rights are likewise cleared for use.

The Gale Group (a member of the
Thomson Corporation), the Sr Win-
ston Churchill Archive Trust (owners of
the Churchill Papers), and the Univer-
sity of Southampton (licensee of the
copyrights owned by members of the
Churchill family) say that publication
of Churchill's Papers is scheduled to
start early in 2001. Thefirst filesto be
made available will reved the back-
ground documents and drafts, plus his
own speaking notes, of amost 1,300
speeches crafted by Churchill over the
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Trust has a dua responsibility for the
Churchill Papers, said its chairman, An-
dreas Whittam Smith: "To make them
as widely available as possible and to
preserve them for posterity. This project
will achieve both goals. First, readers al
over the world will be afforded instanta-
neous and unparalleled access to the Pa-
pers, made easer by the brilliant com-
puterised catalogue which has been
compiled at the Churchill Archives
Centre over the past five years and
which will in due course be put on the
Internet. Secondly, the Trust will obtain
a preservation microfilm, a full facsm-
ile record of the Churchill Papers,
which will ensure that the originals are
kept in pristine condition as a priceless
part of our national heritage. Findly,
the Trust adso looks forward to playing
an active role in the project to ensure
that publications based on the
Churchill Papers reach the highest pos-
sible academic standards.”

The University of Southampton
has for many years been a leader in the
digitisation and automated anadysis of
large document collections, such as the
Wellington and Mountbatten archives,
added Sr Howard Newby, the Univer-
sity's vice-chancellor. "This expertise at-
tracted the Churchill family and the
Gale Group to work with us in evaluat-
ing ways of preserving and publishing
the Churchill Papers. We are delighted
that this has now been achieved
through an important tripartite agree-
ment with the Sir Winston Churchill
Archive Trust. We look forward to play-
ing our part in delivering an exciting
and imaginative programme."

The Gale Group, which has en-
tered into the agreement with the Sr
Winston Churchill Archive Trust and
Southampton University, is a long-es-
tablished world leader in reference and
research publishing, meeting the needs
of libraries by delivering intelligently
organized and accurate information in
online, print, and microfilm formats to
researchers, students and the genera
public in more than 100 countries.
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BLETCHLEY PARK

"THE GOOSE THAT LAID THE GOLDEN
EGG, BUT NEVER CACKLED"

PHOENTX

Bietchtey Park Post OHKB, Bletchley, MK3 61}

Bletchley First Day Cover
BLETCHLEY PARK, BUCKS,, JUNE 6TH— Bletch-
ley Park Pogt Office today issued a lim-
ited edition (300) cover containing a set
of Britain's new "People and Places’
stamps cancelled at Bletchley on their
first day of issue. The cover design is
based on links between Churchill and
the secret wartime code breaking activi-
ties of Bletchley Park, his "Geese that
laid the golden eggs but never cackled.”

Bletchley Park Post Office pre-
sented a specially framed and mounted
cover to Jack Darrah, curator of the
Churchill Rooms at Bletchley Park and
latest recipient, with his wife Rita, of
the Churchill Center Blenheim Award.

The little Bletchley Park Post Of-
fice was established in 1947 to serve
Bletchley's new role as atraining centre;
during the war years it was just a post
room. In 1994 it started to produce its
own first day covers to coincide with
the opening of the Park to visitors. It is
now one of the UK's leading cover pro-
ducers and its limited editions grace
many collections. The income con-
tributes to the continued development
of Bletchley Park as a heritage site.

To order: send £10.95 (sterling
cheque or International Money Order)
to Bletchley Park Post Office, Wilton
Avenue, Milton Keynes MK3 6EF,
England.

ICS (UK) and The Churchill Cen-
ter are working with Bletchley Park Post
Office on future cover projects that will
help support Jack Darrah's efforts.

Bletchley Bequests
Since Jack Darrah opened his exhi-

bition of Churchill memorabilia at
Bletchley Park in 1994, many visitors
have presented items to enhance the
collection. One such, rare in Britain, is
a white glazed one pint tankard with a
reproduction of the front page of the
Rand Daily Mail announcing
Churchill's death in 1965 (above, cen-
tre). Other bequests pictured are a
wartime Tallent table lighter, sadly sans
cigar and striker (front left), two "Our
Skipper" photographs (the larger aTory
Party poster, 1950; the smaller a post-
card as issued by Photochrom and Put-
nam's, 1942); and the "Our Skipper"
photograph very nicely transformed
into a plaster bas relief sculpture in a

mahogany frame. -DH
continued overleaf
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Left: view from the bridge as USS Winston S
Churchillputs to sea out of Portland Harbor,
July 21st. Below left: Barbara Langworth at
the helm of the Churchill; teensy whed isdl
that's needed. Below right: Barbaraat the
helm of the yawl Grania, same month, where
she snagged her quota (1) of lobster buoys.

Copenhagen +50

COPENHAGEN, OCTOBER 30TH— To mark |

DATELINES

the fiftieth anniversary of Churchill's : B

visit to Copenhagen, ICS member |

Niels Bjerre has put together an imagi-
native exhibition, opening today in
Denmark's capital. Mr. Bjerre con-
vinced Denmark's largest newspaper to
donate office facilities in the center of

the city. Meanwhile, member Rene Ho- !
jris has managed to get Scandinavian

Airlines System to cover the travel and
expenses of guest of honor Lady
Soames, and to sponsor the cost of
printing photostats and programmes

for the exhibit. Rene will loan some of !

his valuable Churchill books and mem-
orabilia. The exhibition will run until
mid-November. Our congratul ations to
Messrs. Bjerre and Hojris for this im-
portant achievement.

Oil & Gas Catayst

Churchill appeared on the cover of Qil
& Gas Investor's special issue on the
" 100 Most Influential People of the Pe-
troleum Century," aong with the likes
of Ibn Saud, Henry Ford and John D.
Rockefdler. The list wasn't ranked, but
divided into groups. Churchill fdl
under "Catalysts." His accomplish-

ments are nicely summed up in the |

concluding paragraph: "By the summer
of 1914, the British Navy was fully
committed to oil, and the government
had assumed the role of Anglo-Persian's
majority stockholder. For the first time,
oil had become an instrument of na-
tional policy and a strategic commod-
ity. It has remained so ever since."
Anglo-Persian Oil Company was set up
with Churchill's assistance to provide a
reliable stream of crude oil to Britain
for the Navy. -Jason Wise

builders, Bath Iron
Works. So it was
BIW personnel
who dlipped us out
| of Portland Harbor
| into a brilliant At-
lantic in perfect
weather and flat
sess. Rounding Pop-
! ham Beach into the
| Kennebec River en
route to Bath, we

L & Nationd

"Somewhere in the Atlantic"
PORTLAND, MAINE, LY 2sT— The editor,
publisher and computer consultant of
Finest Hour were guests of the USS
Winston S. Churchill, DDG 81, on her
AlphaTrials in the Gulf of Maine, leav-
ing Portland in the morning mist and
docking in Bath at 1730 after tests of
various systems, including helicopter
maneuvers. Commanding Officer Mike
Franken was the genial host to severd
hundred friends and family of DDG
81, to whose library we presented a
copy of the latest Churchill-Navy book,
Fisher, Churchill and the Dardanelles.
We told the crew the book isn't exactly
pro-Churchill, but might interest them
as an example of what happens when
politicians start messing with the Navy.

Naval personnel formed a skeleton
crew, asthe ship is il in the hands of its

were struck by the
incongruity of this fast, powerful 500-
foot destroyer cruising up the placid
river, surrounded by green hills, pleasure
creft and lobster boats. Speaking of
which, Barbara Langworth had her turn
at the helm, sillfully avoiding dl the
lobster traps, ahazard she has not dways
avoided in Penobscot Bay. Now that
weve sailed on his vessd weve invited
Cdr. Franken for a ride on ours which,
though somewhat smaller, draws less and
moors closer in.

USS Winston S Churchill, brand
new and sparkling, achieved spurts of
30 knots, an experience new to wind-
borne sailors. This is not nearly her
maximum, but the builders were baby-
ing the new machinery. With due atten-
tion to secure areas, we had the run of
the ship, and met Lt. Angus Essenhigh,
ship's navigator (the first officer as
signed to the Roya Navy's standing bil-
let on board). We expressed satisfaction
that the R.N. had sent someone over to
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Local and National...

keep the Yanks off the rocks. We are not
sure how much we should say about it,
but the radar is phenomenal, and the
big deck gun would have amused
Churchill, who could have popped
away a Huns as far off as Ostende if
he'd had one mounted at Dover.

Lt. Essenhigh, who, we learned
later, comes from a distinguished
British nava family, gave us a compre-
hensive tour of the ship while apologiz-
ing for his lack of familiarity with five
percent of the things we encountered,
and amusing us with his language prob-
lems (in English-English, "buoys' are
pronounced "boys"). Interestingly, one
of the main navigational concerns is not
rocks but whales, which are such a
worry to Today's Navy that they limit
the speed of ships at night, lest a bask-
ing whale be demolished by the screws
and a thousand environmental impact
forms be required. (We assume this lit-
tle rule is deep-sixed in an emergency.)
Later we sent Angus a copy of the best
guote book currently available,
Czarnomski's  Wisdom of Winston
Churchill, for use in writing the ship's
plan of the day, which dways includes a
Churchill quote.

The Churchill Center aso pro-
vided photos of WSC for both the offi-
cers and chiefs wardrooms, at least one
of which, rumor has it, will be fitted
out as an English pub. These are among
the few areas on a navy ship where the
crew is alowed to do their own decorat-
ing. Near the wardroom, lan Lang-
worth caught forty winks in the Cap-
tain's Cabin, a misdemeanor of epic
proportions under ordinary circum-
stances, but they let him go this time.

DDG 81 will be commissioned in
Norfolk, Virginia on 10 March and
members of The Churchill Center and
Socigties are invited as part of the
"Churchill Team." Later there may be a
good will visit to Britain. Watch Finest
Hour or your local mail for details. See
our website for a link to USS Winston
S Churchill's home page. -RML

Cdlifornia ’
BEVERLY HILLS JUNE I7/TH— Three dozen
Cdifornia Churchillians attended a tea
and garden party at the home of Len
and Cathy Unger. They were welcomed
by Curt Zoller, while Jerry Kambestad
gave the toasts to Sir Winston and to
Absent Friends. Zoller then described
the 2001 Churchill Center conference
now set for November 4th through 8th
at the Hotel del Coronado. The themes
of the event will involve Churchill and
leadership and his experiences with the
Navy. Terry McGarry discussed an ap-
pea for major contributions to help
support the conference.

Highlight of the afternoon was a
talk by Churchill bibliophile Mark
Weber, whose dide show, "Searching for
Churchill," was accompanied by hu-
morous comments on the various
methods he has used in searching for
Churchill material around the world.
Messrs. Weber and Zoller brought some
items from their impressive collections,
which attendees were able to examine
in detail. In appreciation for opening
their house to the gathering, our hosts
were presented with a Churchill Center

REMEMBER WINSTON CHURCHILL

Will future generations remember?
Will the ideas you cherish now be sustained then?
Will someone articulate your principles?
Who will guide your grandchildren, your faith and your country?
There is an answer.

membership, while the speaker received
a unique edition of Sr Winston's The
Dawn of Liberation in Czech for his
outstanding presentation. -CZ

British Columbia
VICTORIA, MAY [oTH— Finest Hour senior
editor Ron Cynewulf Robbins, who
spent a distinguished career as a parlia-
mentary journalist, was interviewed on
the 60th anniversary of Churchill's first
premiership on CBC Radio's interna-
tional broadcast. Ron had been a seain
naval service on this date sx decades
ago. When the news came that
Churchill had taken over, he said, "we
knew that no matter what lay ahead,
Hitler would be defeated. To us all,
Churchill personified freedom. No one
held the flag higher or flew it more defi-
antly... the feeding among us in the
Navy, and among the public generaly,
was that it was Britain's greatest time of
peril. Perhaps the British people could
not have survived without the deep
sense that their glorious past would
strengthen them to fight through to
victory."

continued over|eaf

The Churchill Center Asociates (listed on page 2) are people who have committed
aminimum of $10,000 over four years, and other bequests or gifts,
al tax-deductible, to The Churchill Center Endowment Fund.

With their help—and yours—
The Churchill Center will endure as a powerful voice,
sustaining those bdiefs Sr Winston and we hold dear.
Now. And for future generations.

If you would like to consider becoming a Churchill Center Associate
please contact
Richard M. Langworth
Chairman, Board of Trustees
(888) 454-2275 « Email maakand@conknet.com
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| DO VOU EVE(? LOOK AT BABIES

AMP WoMPEP? WHAT THEY'LL
59 LIKE WHEN THEV
: SURE
-

MMM, WINGTON CHU(?CH'LLHAPPO
MARX AND ALFRED HITCHCOCK?

mu@mm'ﬂm,mam@

Contrary to his repeated claim, all babies do_nat ook like Winston Churchill! Chance Browne's
"Hi & Lois," 7 June 1995- Reprinted by permission of King Features Syndicate, Inc. © 1995.

British Columbia...

Ron aso outlined the work of The
Churchill Center and Societies, and
spoke about the enthusiasm for its work
by the Churchill family. He closed by
remarking, "We can say of Churchill
what has been said of Shakespeare: 'He
was not of an Age, but for al Time."

Virginia

ALEXANDRIA, JULY i6TH— Forty members of
the Washington Society for Churchill
gathered at the home of Susan and Dan
Borinsky for their annual summer pic-
nic and book seminar. Our topic was
Lord Moran'sChurchill: The Srugglefor
Survival 1940-1965, and our discussion
was led by Dr. John Mather, who re-
viewed Moran's book from his own re-
cent researches into  Winston
Churchill's medical history. The W.S.C.
meets regularly. To assist or to learn
about the next events, contact Caroline
Hartzler (see page 2).

Pennsylvania
PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 29TH— Finest Hour
editor Richard Langworth was the guest
speaker at ajoint event of Philadelphia-
area Churchill Center members and the
local branch of the English-Speaking
Union tonight. His subject was
"Churchill and the Art of the States-
man-Writer"—but a different take on
his set speech, covering different books
from the Boston Athenaeum last year
(FH 102). The venue was the Franklin

I
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
!

Inn, a literary club for readers, writers
and raconteurs, now approaching its
hundredth anniversary. After a round of
libations the spesker delivered his talk
accompanied by dides, and exchanged
lively comments in a question and an-
swer session. The talk was followed by a
supper buffet. Thanks to Edwin Probert
of the ESU, and Phyllis Ruoff and
Richard Raffauf for the arrangements.

For more Philadel phia-area doings,
contact Richard Raffauf, 116 Hampshire
Road, Reading PA 19608, tel. (610)
777-1654, iconsort@ptd.net.

Errata

FH 104, page 8: Henry Crooks
writes: "For the record, re Gerad
McCue's account of the Cockcroft-
Walton 'atom-splitting,’ the result of
this work was given by Ernest Ruther-
ford at the Roya Society on 20 April
1932—not 1933."

Our Alaska Conference Schedule
posted separately to members declared
that Japan had attacked Dutch Har-
bor, Alaska, on 3 June 1941, sparking
Dr. Brooks Hoffman of Stamford,
Connecticut to remind us that the at-
tack was in 1942, not 1941. We got
this from Anchorage Museum of His-
tory and Art, which listed 1941 as the
date in a description of a film on the
subject. We both stand corrected.
-WM
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South Africa

FRERE, KWAZULU-NATAL, NOVEMBER 15TH,

| 19— Alexander Perkins, 13, son of

Celia Sandys and Maj. Gen. Ken
Perkins, played his great grandfather in
areenactment of the armoured train at-
tack here 100 years ago. After surren-
dering to an Afrikaner on horseback,
Alexander said: "It was very exciting. |
was proud to act my great-grandfather's
part." (The original Churchill was
marched to a Boer prison camp in Pre-
toria, from which he quickly escaped,
touching off worldwide headlines, and
the rest, as they sy, is history.) Celia
and son were joined by descendants of
Boer commander Louis Botha and Lt.
Sardl Oosthuizen, who captured WSC.

Celia Perkins was dlightly injured
earlier when she fired a cannon to start
a 15-mile road race called the Churchill
Run in nearby Estcourt. As she lit the
miniature field piece it backfired, blast-
ing small fragments of hot gunpowder
into her face. "All my grandfather got
in South Africawas a flesh wound," she
remarked. "l got my face blown up."

Later, Celia and son watched HRH
Prince Philip lay wreaths at the hilltop
battlefield of Spion Kop. Sr Winston
had aso been involved there, twice
climbing the dopes on the day when
more than 600 British soldiers lost their
lives in afamous military blunder.

Celia dtill seeks information for her
new book about her grandfather's trav-
s abroad: fax to (+44) (1672) 871066
or write the editor. Letters will be for-
warded.



DATELINES

Franta Belsky 1921-2000

Born in Brno, Czechodovakia, the
son of eminent economist Joseph Bel-
sky, Franta fled with his family to Eng-
land after the German invasion of
Czechodovakia. He volunteered for the
Czech exile army and, as a teenager in
1940, met Churchill when the Prime
Minister inspected the Czech brigade.
Fighting in France as a gunner, Belsky
was twice mentioned in despatches,

once for continuing to repair a tele- |

phone line while under heavy fire. He
received a number of Czech decorations
for bravery. Later he was very reticent
about his wartime exploits.

After the war Besky returned to
Prague, where he found that twenty-
two of his relations had perished in the
Holocaust. He created the Paratroop
Memorial in Prague and designed a
medal in honour of the Czech Olympic
athlete Emil Zatopek before having to
flee Czechodovakia again following the
Communist takeover in 1948. As well
as statues and busts, Belsky was respon-
sible for many abstract designs on a
heroic scde and developed noved tech-
nigues. His 1958 "Triga' at Caltex
House, Knightsbridge—a 30-foot-high
group of three rearing horses—is in re-
inforced concrete with a metal coating.

In 1969
Westminster
College in
Fulton, Mis
souri  com-
missioned
Belsky to cre-
ate an eight-
foot  bronze
of  Churchill
to mark the

- twenty-fifth
Belsky with his Churchill statue. anhiversary of
the "Iron Cur-
tain" speech. Among Churchill sculp-
tors only Oscar Nemon escaped criti-
cism, either from the subject or his fam-
ily or friends. Belsky was no exception,
although its reception was not so bad as
that which had been given to Jacob Ep-
stein's 1946 bust, David McFdl's 1959
statue in Woodford, or that which
would be given to Ivor Roberts-Jones
1976 "deformed giant" in Parliament

|

AROUND & ABOUT

/ICS honorary member Robert Hardy is

ross—nay furious—with The Daily Telegraph.
The newspaper's recent series on learning a foreign
language included an article about British actors who
speak fluent French, yet it didn't even mention him.
And Mr. Hardy has only just finished an eight-month
stint—yes, eight months —playing Churchill on
stage in Paris in a play about Charles de Gaulle....
Florence King, the right-wing misanthrope, invoked
John Duke of Marlborough in a scoff at a U.S. Vice Presidentia candidate. "If
either of the Liebermans says 'Only in Americd one more time...England had a
Jewish prime minister 132 years ago [and] England's first Jewish knighthood
was bestowed on Sir Solomon Medina by William 111 in 1699, in gratitude for
his financing of the wars won by the Duke of Marlborough. So far as is known,
neither Sir Solomon, nor, later on, Baron Nathan Rothschild, screamed 'Oh, my
God! | don't believe it!" like a Lotto winner"...Beltway boffin David Gergen, who
worked for both Nixon and Clinton, anticipates in his latest book the upcoming
Clinton Memoirs. The President, writes Gergen, "is capable of writing memoirs
that could riva Churchill's in insight; he is that talented.” We report, you de-
cide....Churchill came within seconds of being shot in the back by Mrs.
Churchill, aformer Roya Air Force pilot says. The incident happened when
WSC and Clementine were inspecting a squadron of fighter aircraft in 1939, ac-
cording to Wing Commander James Sanders. As the future prime minister stood
in front of Cdr. Sanderss fully armed Gladiator fighter plane, his wife was sitting
in the cockpit being shown the controls. She was about to put her hand on the
firing button when Cdr. Sanders knocked her hand away just in time, he said at a
reunion at London's Imperial War Museum. "It seems unbelievable that Clemen-
tine would have been alowed so close to the firing button of a fully armed air-
craft," writes Terry Reardon, who sent us this datum, "but it is an interesting edi-
tion to the unending Churchill chronicles." M>

|
|
|

Square. However, it must have pleased | that day's newspaper, a six-penny coin,
somebody because when Besky was | and a note declaring that Franta Belsky
able to return to Prague again in 1989, : was the artist responsible! Belsky mar-
he was asked to produce a statue of | ried Margaret Owen, afelow student at
Churchill for the British Embassy. In | the Roya College of Art, in 1944. She
the meantime he had sculpted the por- | became the well-known and successful
trait bust in the Archives Centre at | cartoonist "Belsky." Margaret died in
Churchill College, Cambridge; another | 1989 and Franta married the sculptor
which is in the Churchill Hotel, Port- | Irena Sedlecka in 1996.
man Square, London; and the large, The story goes that shortly before
and unusual, basrelief bronze plague | he died in 1972 it was suggested to the
on the landing of the Conservative | famoudy unreticent former U.S. Presi-
Club in Hoddesdon. dent Harry S. Truman that an Ameri-
Belsky was renowned for taking ex- | can sculptor should sculpt his bust.
treme pains over his sculptures. Most | "Hell, no,” Truman is said to have
sculptors will make a number of work- | replied: "If | ever pose for anybody it
ing models on the way to developing | will be the guy who did Winston in
their finished work. Belsky produced | Fulton." Franta Belsky obliged—twice.
no fewer than nine haf-scale models | His busts of Truman are in the Presi-
before completing the Fulton statue. It | dentia Library, Independence, Missouri
was his habit to sed inside each of his | and at the Truman Dam on the Osage
castings a Guinness bottle, a copy of | River. -DH M>
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Churchill's Greatness (3)

THE GANDHI
FACTOR

Indiawas not so much a country, as he put it, as a
"geographic expression.” It wes divided among peo-
ples of different tribes, languages, and religions,
some of whom meant violence upon others. He
predicted that Home Rule or independence
would mean a civil war and massive casudties.
Moreover, Churchill's views continued, Britain
carried aresponghility in India. Partly by accident,

LARRY ARNN partly by policy, it had come to exercise sovereignty
sy there, and because of its actions over many decades the
s the end of the millennium and century | population of India had greetly increased. Those people
‘ \ were celebrated last December, Time sdected \ dive because of British rule could rightly blame Britain if
Albert Eingtein as its Person of the Century, with | they were subjected to violence or oppression.
honorable mention to Roosevet and Gandhi. Churchill In the event, there was a civil war, and India and
was excluded from the first or second ranks, largely ~ Pakistan, enemies and nuclear powers today, separated.
because of his opinions about Home Rule for India I At least severd hundred thousand, and perhaps severd
First among the three criteria by which Timemade * millions, were killed in the drife that accompanied their
its selections was "the grand struggle between totalitari- division into separate countries. Gandhi was deeply dis-
anism and democracy.” Pertinent to this criterion isthe | appointed by these events. He said to ajournalist in
following quotation: "I do not consider Hitler to be as ’ 1947: "Madame, you may write in your paper that India
bad as he is depicted. He is showing an ability that is .~ has never followed my way." Gandhi was findly mur-
amazing and seems to be gaining his victorieswithout ~ * dered by people who did not like his policy of fair-deal-
much bloodshed." This was written by Mohandas i ing with Pakistan, and with Muslims generaly.
Gandhi in May 1940, the same month in which | Today Indiais a great nation, operating democrati-
Winston Churchill became prime minister of Great ~ cdlly, with fair if dso incomplete protections for civil
Britain. Within a month of Gandhi's statement, Hitler | yights Long a friend of the Soviet Union, which was no
would be in control of most of Western Europe. And of good thing to be, it has more recently made overtures of
course, the murders of civilians, the destruction of mil- . friendghip to the West. Of course the West should con-
lions because of their race or their political views or their gder these, and should wish India and every nation well.
nationality, would begin in France as they had begun . This is especialy warranted toward nations that seek to
dready in Poland, in Czechodovakia, and wherever the | be responsive to the will of their citizens.
writ of the Fiihrer ran. May 1940 is certainly alate date As for Gandhi, we should praise him because he

for a respected world leader to be writing such a thing. ~ did not wish the desth or suffering of anyone, Muslim
That brings US_ back to C.hurchlll, yvho had a con- | or Jew, Hindu or Christian. That is greatly to his credit.
frontation of sorts with Gandhi. Churchill was an oppo-

fH Rule for Indi d Gandhi he leader | Churchill was a different sort of man with different
nent of Home Rule for India, and Gandhi wes the leader | e He like Gandhi, wished the good of the peo-
of the movement that won Home Rule. Churchill's !

. . _ ple of India and of every nation and every faith. But he
views on this matter are not today well-known. His . . .
. . . was prepared to raise an army in defense of right and
opinion was that the people of India were entitled to o . .

. L ., Justice. He was prepared to fight for freedom and to give
self-government. He had sad years earlier, in a9 N1 hislife in that cause if necessaty. And he possessad that
honor of the Fourth of July, that the British Empire ' rudence which could e into '.[he future and oredict
must stand for the principles of the Declaration of ; P P

Independence. Equdly, he bdieved that the people of destruction before it came.

. . : And so if we are picking a man who in this century
Ind le of sef- t a the time.
ndia were incapable of sef-government & the time has played the central part in the defense of liberty

againg totalitarian force, there is aman to choose. He is

"Person of the Century” having been decisively decided in Churchill's ! ot Mohandas Gandhi. In the next century, asin dl that
favor by the world press, our articles on this theme are entitled

"Churchill's Greatness' for the remainder of the 20th century. The ;E have Co_me before, we will need such men as Winston
first two in the series appeared lagt issue. Dr. Arnn is President of | Churchill. Let us hope we deserve them, and that they
Hillsdale College and a member of the CC academic advisory board. | come when they are needed. $
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Churchill's Greatness (4)

EXPLODING FREEDOM:
AN INDIAN'S PERSPECTIVE |

INDER DAN RATNU

efore we settle the question of who is "Person of

the Century," we ought to decide what made the

20th century extraordinary. | beieve the signifi-
cance of these hundred years resides in three "explosions'
(and one near-fourth). The three are the explosions of
population, of knowledge and of freedom. Together these
events transformed the world from a backward, illiterate,
uneducated, disease-ridden, colonized globe to a for-
ward-looking, freg literate, democratic, educated, scien-
tificdly advanced and awakened community.

All three "explosions' compounded and were com-
plementary to each other. All three accelerated during the
latter half of the century because of a decisive upheava in
the middle of it, namely World War [1, which led to the
triumph of liberty. Winston Churchill virtually st off
the "explosion of freedom™" during the Second World
War; its tsunami waves eventually reached out world-
wide, either in the form of nationa liberation or national
awakening. This triggered off the other two "explosions,”
of science and population. The near-fourth explosion, a
nuclear holocaust, was avoided, preserving or enabling
the other three.

Churchill's role in the century now closing was
therefore pivotal. In the firgt hdf of the century, the ex-
pansion of population and progress toward knowledge
and freedom were incremental; what happened during
the latter half was phenomenal. Churchill's preserved
freedom, enabling it to spread to nations who had made
it prisoner—and many other nations—falsifying the cyn-
icd bdief that might makes right. Churchill in his relent-
less war of words during the Second World War served to
awaken the conscience both of the oppressors and the
oppressed. He freed people who fdl victim to Nazi vio-

Mr. Ratnu (|d@datanfog/snet) isan Indlan author writing about

Churchill. Hisbooks, Layman's Questionsabout Churchilland Alterna-

tiveto Churchill: The Eternal Bondage, werereviewed in FH106 and
are available from the Churchill Center New Book Service.
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The Republic of
China celebrated
the election of
President Chen
Shui-bian in May.
The choice of heroes
for the backdrop of
this ad confirms

Taiwan's mature electoral system demonstrates (-
the true spirit and practice of democracy 2
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lence, but far beyond that he freed freedom itsdlf. After
Churchill, freedom was not restricted to the handful of
nations that had hitherto enjoyed it. He raised the con-
sciousness of the rest of the world to how vital freedom
was, showing how an idand people were ready to defend
it againgt a mighty continental conqueror, or die in the
attempt.

Knowledgesble sources have offered us long lists of
candidates for "Person of the Century." Some have even
named Hitler, Stalin, Lenin or Mao who, through their
philosophy (in fact, force of ams) led great massss,
mostly to their doom or to davery. In my opinion there
are only three findigts for the title: Einstein, Gandhi and
Churchill. Serious thought ousts the first two, leaving
only the lag, the irrepressible jollyman, the master com-
municator, the supreme advocate of liberty.

Those who offer the name of Franklin Roosevdlt,
including the incumbent President of the United States,
do so | think out of partisan considerations or patriotic
impulse. Churchill is too heavy a personality compared
to Roosevelt. One fact is enough to rule out FDR—that
he squarely confronted the destroyers of freedom only
after Pearl Harbor, two years and two months after
Britain had taken up arms. (Truman's Secretary of State,
James Byrnes, noted in his memoirs that American sup-
port for aiding Britain actualy exceeded Roosevdt's in
early 1941.) Churchill, by contrast, had argued for resist-
ing tyranny long before Britain was even threatened.




Britain was reluctant, and Churchill paid a political cost.
But Hitler proved Churchill right. The result of their
conflict transformed the world.

he contributions of Gandhi and Einstein, cru-

cidly important as they were, were not indis-

pensable. Mahatma Gandhi's contribution to the
independence of Indiais very sgnificant to India, less so
to the world. The Mahatma showed us a superfine way
to bresk our shackles through non-violent protest. But
his idea was not adopted by most other oppressed peo-
ples. A thing worth doing, it was rarely done. 1t worked
in India, and perhaps South Africa, though there too,
many would argue that outside influences—trade sanc-
tions, internal liberation movements and a minority Pres-
ident bent on reconciliation—had more to do with the
outcome.

Eingtein's contribution in developing the human
understanding of time, space and the cosmos is unparal-
leled. He cannot however be credited with a transforma-
tion comparable to the three "explosions," athough his
contribution to the potential fourth was significant.

The contribution of Great Britain to the develop-
ment of the world is broadly acknowledged. Ye Britain
without three persons—Newton, Shakespeare and
Churchill—would rank much lower. Absent those three,
Britain's renown would rest largely with its gradua devel-
opment of democracy and its more rapid development of
imperiaism rather than science, literature and liberty.
Newton, Shakespeare and Churchill symbolize those
three fields perfectly. Churchill added something to the
field of literature: Newton and Shakespeare contributed
rather less to the advancement of liberty. In this sense
aso, Churchill stands unparaleled.

The thinkers and writers who did consider
Churchill "Person of the Century" based their argument
on hiswar leadership, his oratory and writings, his deter-
mination, his genius in many arts including painting, his
championing of scientific ideas, and the length of his po-
litical career. These do not constitute his true distinction.
Unbiased searchers might find his equa in these fields or
qudities. What Churchill uniquely accomplished was the
welding together of al those characterigtics.

For example, many writers in various languages
might equa or surpass Churchill's literary achievement—
but none of them were war leaders of Churchill's stature.
And, while there may be equally great war leaders, none
matched Churchill's length of service or depth of writing.
Uniquely, Churchill merged dl the great qualities and
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achievements for which individuals are celebrated. He did
not surpass Gandhi in lighting the path of truth and non-
violence, but Gandhi's contribution is qualitatively so dif-
ferent, so high an aspect of life, that it is not trictly com-
parable. It was perhaps Gandhi's quditative superiority
that drew on his death Churchill's remark that "he wes
too good to live in thisworld," or Eingein's, that "a thou-
sand years hence people will not beieve that such aman
in flesh and bone had walked the earth."

Churchill is surpassed by Einstein in scientific
achievement, but Churchill's contributions to freedom
and democracy transcend his position, leaving him ahead
of his rivas. Einstein contributed to the explosion of
knowledge, Gandhi to the explosion of freedom;
Churchill by contrast wasindispensableto the explosion
of freedom.

Nor does Churchill deserve the century's plaudits
because of his many awards and honours, nor because he
admired and sustained the British Empire, was twice
Prime Minigter, or belonged to an aristocratic family. He
is paramount because he defended at the most critical
time in the century a cause vital for the progress of the
peoples, which would in time lift them dl, or nearly dl,
from davery to sdf-energized independence. By preserving
freedom at that key time, Churchill made a material differ-
ence to the life of the common man for centuries to come.

he itaics above are mine, because | don't think

the universdity of Churchill's impact is fully un-

derstood. His defence of freedom had a com-
pounding effect that even he could not have predicted—
or may not have wanted to predict. It shook the founda-
tions of *//oppressors including, ironically, British impe-
ridists, paving the way for their acceptance of ~//peoples
right to self-government. It raised the morae of the sub-
jugated, demonstrating the idea of freedom as not only
worthwhile but actualy within reach.

His actual war leadership, noble as it was, com-
prises poorer ground for distinction. War creates an evil
stink, even among righteous warriors. Perhaps this was
why a British gentleman, taken to a Hare Rama Hara
Krishna Indian religious cult years back, caled Churchill
"as good ademon as Hitler." As different as they were, ir-
respective of the causes they championed, both led their
nations to violence and death. Churchill's exemplary di-
mension lay not in fighting the war but fighting for the
cause. Cite Churchill merely for fighting awar, and you
have equdly to cite Hitle—or Stain, Mao, or Hirohito.



“Seriousthought ousts Einstein and Gandhi, leaving
onlythelast, theirrepressiblejolly man, the master
communicator, the supreme advocate of liberty..."

t was mentioned in Finest Hour's discussions of the |

"Personality of the Century" that Mahatma Gandhi ‘

advised non-violent resistance to Hitler, which illus-
trates Mahatmas limitations from the perspective of his- ‘
tory. For the Jews of Europe, what his advice amounted
to was, "die peacefully.” Well suited as it was to Indias
situation, it promised only ruin if employed against ‘
Hitler. (Nor indeed would it have worked in a Hitlerized
India. Recent research by a Russian professor into Nazi
archives revedled that Hitler planned to replace the
British Rg with something far worse &fter his successful
invasion of the subcontinent.)

So Churchill's greatness lies in his linkage to the
cause of liberty, Gandhi's to truth and non-violence, Ein-
dein's to science. We must only decide which of these
causes was the greatest: how different the world would be
in the absence of any one of them. _

A factor to remember is that, while Mahatma
fought for freedom from the English yoke, that did not
necessarily lead to freedom of the individual citizen, !
whereas Churchill's effort inexorably led to the latter. ‘
True, Gandhi envisioned some measure of freedom for |
individuals; but his main plank was non-violence. We
might say that Mahatma emphasized the means more
than the goal, Churchill the goa more than the means,
and for Churchill, the means included violence. Those
who are not yet free today may at least glimpse a beacon
burning atop a distant mountain. Had Churchill had not
fought for the god of liberty, they would see nothing.

Much has been made of Churchill's oratory, but if
that is the sole measure of greatness we must equally
name Hitler, whose speeches were at least as dectrifying
as Churchill's, despite the latter's marked literary superi-
ority. Yet oratory can only be a supporting factor in se-
lecting the century's greatest figure. True, the effect of
Hitler's gpeeches upon the German people, at least in the
beginning, was greater than Churchill's upon the British
people. In their response to Hitler the German people
touched an element of madness not found in Churchill
or his countrymen.

On the contrary, the cunning British public

demonstrated that it had a mind of its own, when, as
soon as the danger was past, the very people who pro-
claimed him saviour turned Churchill out of office. Their
praise had proven to be a deception, a camouflage. Had
Hitler won the war, a similar fate for him at the hands of
the German people was unthinkable. They would have
borne his burden for life. Perhaps the difference between
the two great enemies lay not in the relative maturity of
Churchill's speeches, but in the relative maturity of his
countrymen.

Even Churchill's famous refusal to contemplate
truce, parlay or surrender has pardlels. In fact, the 20th
century is replete with similar examples. Hitler himself
chose suicide to surrender. Ho Chi Minh refused to sur-
render, and one by one over two decades dealt his ene-
mies humiliating defeats. Stalin never surrendered, nor
did Stalin's and Hitler's recent disciples, Saddam and
Castro, both arrayed against mighty antagonists. An irre-
pressible spirit is not in itself a century-dominating qual-
ity. A decisive victory such as Churchill or Ho achieved
aone qualifies them only as great leaders of tiny nations.

Like Gandhi and Einstein, Churchill was a man for
mankind. His concern for mankind found its place in
many war speeches, but perhaps nowhere aswell as his first
speech as Prime Minister on 13 May 1940, which st the
am of his struggle and prefigured the only logica climax:

“Without victory there is no
survival...no surviva
for the urge and
impulse of the ages,
that mankind will move
forward towards itsgoal.."

Again, the italics are mine. Here in these few words
we find precisaly represented the scde of Churchill's
greatness. setting mankind to move forward towards its
goal. And nobody ese did that. M>







