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BOOKS, ARTS & CURIOSITIES:

36 The latest Churchill War Papersvolume is viewed
with satisfaction by its editor, Sir Martin Gilbert....
R.A.C. Parker thinks Churchill could have prevented
World War 11, but Warren Kimball doesn't....Eugene
Rasor's Churchill Historiography is faintly praised by
Christopher M. Bell, while Buckley Barrett's Churchill
Bibliography receives the qualified approval of Mark
Weber...Dr. Bdl's new book on British seapower will
convince you, as it does Barry Gough, that Britain
depleted its most essential military service between the
wars....David Carlton or Warren Kimball may convince
you Churchill thought the Soviets would both win and
lose in 1940; the question is. when?....Chris Hanger
reports on two important articles defining the eminently
unconservative Churchill in his Radical-Liberal period.

43 Woods Corner: The Second World War
Part I1: The First Editions
Richard M. Langworth

48 Prime Minister's Questions
Edited and annotated by Paul H. Courtenay

Cover & Centerspread:

"He revered our past, defended our democracy,
and inspires our future. "A painting by Barrie
Linklater oflCS (UK), commissioned by Bill
Patterson for his London exhibit, "England. " The
completepainting appears in our centerspread by
kind courtesy of the artist, who writes (page 25):
"Lt is clear from Churchill's writings that he was
inspired by England's history....Some of the
distinguished buildings and emblems serving our
congtitution are shown in front of Churchill...
Below this, two of our greatest monarchs and
three figures of renown and genius."
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THANK YOU,
JOHN

May 27th was
truly a memo- |
rable day in my
life and | fet so
proud to receive
the Blenheim
Award. | will al-
ways treasure it.
It was nice to
meet Cdia Sandys,
Nigel  Knocker,
and several old
time members of ICS UK like Keith Hatch,
who | had not seen for many years. | am aso
grateful for your kind words in the spring 2000
issue of FH. I'm sure you will be delighted to
know | will continue to post you at regular in-

Celia Sandys presents Blenheim
Award to John Frost, May 2000.

tervals my packets of past and present press :

items relating to WSC. My next packet will in
fact include press cuttings from 1899-1900
which found Churchill in South Africa

JOHN FROST, NEW BARNET, HERTS,, UK

I ALASKA SALUTATIONS

(To James W. Muller) On behaf of the
Board of Governors | wish to congratulate you,

{ Judith and your entire team for the really won-

derful conference in Alaska. You know that there
were some concerns about the degree of support
because of the distances, but the people came,
and you made it worth their time, effort, and
expense. Your blend of life in your great state

with a very interesting Churchill program made :

it a memorable experience for al of us. Sr Mar-
tin Gilbert's three-part presentation really
worked. Because of it we have invited him to do
a two-part presentation on Churchill and the
Navy in San Diego. It added so much to be able
to cover the topic thoroughly, building the story

asitwent along. | felt Martin got us right inside |

Churchill's soul when he described WSC's de-
dre to get a dea with Russa before leaving of-
fice in the 1950s. I've only heard Martin a few
times, but this was the best | have ever heard.
And the presentation to the students by Lady
Soames was exactly the kind of thing we should
be doing at every conference. Isn't it a moving
experience to hear her read from her diary?
JOHN PLUMPTON, PRESIDENT,
CHURCHILL CENTER, TORONTO, ONT, CANADA

I just returned from a splendid two week trip
to Alaska. And | found it to bejust as Churchill
once described it, "remote and forbidding."
While there, my wife, son and | traveled to the
edge of the Bering Sea where we got a red sense
of remoteness in the smal Eskimo village of
Stebbins. And the winters there are certainly for-
bidding, dipping to well below zero (asin -40 F)

DESPATCH BOX

for weeks at atime. However, it was a very hos-
pitable Churchill Conference that drew me to
Alaska If you are like me, a lecture or talk by
Martin Gilbert whets your appetite for more. So
an opportunity to hear him speak three times
was like a magnet drawing me. | went and | was
not disappointed! There was much new-to-me
information in his presentation on Churchill
and Russia. | was absorbed in his discussion of
how Churchill passed on vital wartime informa-
tion to the Russians without revealing the
source, which the British learned from the deci-
phered Enigma messages. Just as interesting was
Gilbert's account of Churchill's final years in of-
fice and his effort to arrange a summit meeting
with Eisenhower and the Russians. My congrat-
ulations to Jim, Judith & Helen Muller, Craig
Carlson and the rest of the conference staff for a
superb event. Well done!

FRED HARDMAN, SPENCER, W.V, USA

REAGAN AT BITBURG
I found Christopher Matthewss article in
Finest Hour 108 deeply disturbing. President
Reagan's presence at Bitburg was a profoundly
obscene act, and one that displayed not the least
vestige of courage or political acumen. The
wrenching anguish then fet by many millions
will be forever discerned, and well understood,
by a comprehending posterity. More is the pity
that neither the President then, nor Matthews
now, possessed those elements of humanity to

understand it themselves.
JM LYNCH, BURLINGGAME, CALIF, USA

Mr. Matthewsreplies:

Ronald Reagan was invited by the German
chancellor to lay a wreath at the graves of Ger-
man war dead. He accepted the invitation out of
respect for a strong dly, Helmut Kohl. No one
of good heart, liberal or conservative, could
think that this lifelong crusader against totalitar-
ianism could ever, even inadvertently, salute the
despised legacy of Adolf Hitler.

CHURCHILL IN ENGLAND

Please convey my thanks to the members of
The Churchill Center and Society for your gen-
erous financial contribution towards my tuition
for the University of Dallas "Churchill in Eng-
land" program.

Visiting England and seeing so many
Churchill dtes was an amazing, unforgettable,
and ultimately very rewarding experience. 1 am
indebted to those who made it possible for me to
go. | have compiled an online journal of my time
in England, which may be of interest to your
readers. They will find this at the website
http://king_kat. tripod.com/churchill2000/index.htm.

M. K. MOURIS, DEEP RIVER, ONT, CANADA
continued on page 49.
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DATELINES

QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"How many political Atbbertigir-Dets are there not running up and down the land calling
themselves 'the peoplé...and 'the socid democracy/ and ‘the masses' of the nation?"

Stop Smoking Now
BALSALL COMMON, W. MIDLANDS, UK— FH
was once castigated for ridiculing the
notion to modernize images of
Churchill by chopping off his cigar.
Now Robert Courts of ICS (UK) offers
an example of how Churchill influ-
enced one man to do the right thing: "I
gave a short talk on WSC last night,
and after it, an old man came up to me
to say: 'He was awonderful man: | used
to smoke 60 cigarettes a day and when
he died, | decided, well, if he can't
smoke anymore, then neither will 1.
And | haven't since."

We dl show our appreciation of the
Great Man in different ways.

Civics Lessons
LISTSERV WINSTON, DECEMBER 3RD— Will
someone confirm that in the UK, a
Prime Minister could take office despite
the fact that more Britons had voted for
his opposing party? The complaint that
the U.S. looks bad to the rest of the
world because its "popular choice" may
not win seems to overlook the fact that
this could happen in other great
democracies. —Andrew Guilford

Not "could" but "did"—and guess
who? After the General Election of 25
October 1951 the Conservatives reaped
48.0% of the poll compared with
48.8% for Labour, but nonetheless
gained a seventeen-seat overal magjority
and returned Churchill for hisfina pre-
miership. "Mr. Attlee immediately re-
signed." Source: British General Elec-
tionssince 1945.—Dave Turrell

It was for a similar reason that in
Canada in November the Progressive

—WSC, GLASGOW, SCOTLAND, 11 OCTOBER 1906

CHURCHILL IN PARIS
| have always appreciated the statue here in
Paris on Avenue Winston Churchill, close to
the Champs Elysees. I've often told myself to
get a picture of it for you. Well, here it is. By
the way, there is not yet a statue of de Gaulle
in Paris. | believe one is commissioned and is
to be unveiled this year.
—TOM BANFIELD (tvbanfiedd@>a0l.com)

Conservative party secured 12% of the
national vote, yet, since its vote was
spread thinly over the nation, only
managed to win twelve seats. The Bloc
Quebecois, with 10% of the national
vote, and the New Democratic Party,
with 8.5%, managed to secure thirty-

eight (I believe) and thirteen seets re-
spectively—Rafal Heydel-Mankoo

Century 21
LONDON, JANUARY 1M4TH— Wasting no
time impressing Churchill on the new
millennium, the Institute of Historical
Research organised a three-day confer-
ence on "Churchill in the Twenty-first
Century,"” sponsored by it and the
Royal Historical Society. The highlight
was "Churchill Remembered," a round-
table discussion with Lady Soames,
Lord Carrington, Lord Deedes, and
Tony Benn MP. Speakers included
David Carlton (see "Books, Arts...")
and John Charmley, who were in-
evitably controversial. Others were
more sympathetic, including David
Reynolds, John Ramsden, David Can-
nadine, Peter Hennessy and Paul Addi-
son; Addison's hour-long talk was de-
scribed by Churchill Center governor
David Boler as "the best | have ever
heard anywhere on the great man."
[Editor's note: Despite our jousts in
FH, Charmley is a good writer who
makes many thoughtworthy points,
particularly in his Churchill's Grand Al-
liance (FH 88), and this journal has al-
ready favorably reviewed David Carl-
ton's Churchill and the Soviet Union.]
Another spesker; John Young, wrote
a generaly positive account of
Churchill's last years as premier, re-
viewed in FH 92. Young's view was that
Churchill had the right idea about a
"settlement” with the USSR but was
thwarted by Eisenhower and his own
Tories, and too weakened by age and

continued overleaf
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London Conference...
illness to fight it out with them. Messrs.
Boler and Mather of The Churchill

Center attended along with this writer.
A detailed report will appear in our next

number. —PHC

Wilderness Y ears Videos
CONTOOCOOK, NH— After much effort,

Churchill Stores acquired permission to
offer digitally remastered videos of the !
"Wilderness |
Years' seven-part televison documen- '
tary starring Robert Hardy as Churchill

famous Gilbert-scripted

(reviewed FH 38). Brandon Sanders
writes: | had so much trouble with
sound and quality that | turned it off
after twenty minutes. But last night |
pulled out the tapes, put headphones
on, turned the volume up where | could
hear. After thirty minutes the visual

quality cleared up, and | immersed my-
sdf in a superb two hours of Tape One.
| have the joy of knowing | have six

more episodes to watch, and | am ex-
cited as a child at Christmastime."

Churchill Stores asks us to advise !
that these videos are copied from copies :
of copies and, though digitally remas- :
tered, not perfect. No commercial ver- | | .
Sanders, | |

sion exists. Those, like Mr.
who stick with them, will be rewarded.

That Actor Again

LONDON, NOVEMBER— The canard that |

actor Norman Shelley delivered

Churchill's 4 June 1940 "Fight on the

Beaches' over the BBC (disproven by
Robert Rhodes James in FH 92) was
given new life in The Observer, which
reported that Shelley's son had uncov-
ered a 78 rpm BBC recording of his fa
ther delivering the speech as Churchill.
The recording bears a homemade |abel
dated 7 September 1942, but this did
not stop The Observer from stating:
"Proof that some of Winston
Churchill's most famous radio speeches
of the war were delivered by a stand-in
has emerged with the discovery of a 78
rpm record....The Churchill Archives
Centre in Cambridge, however, has
maintained that there is nothing to

DATELINES

prove the late actor's claim."

Churchill Archives Centre responds:
"Contrary to what The Observer article
implied, we have never denied the pos-
i shility [that a stand-in delivered a

collections to prove it either way. How-
ever, the new evidence—that Shelley
recorded Churchill's ‘fight on the
beaches speech—throws up curious
questions of its own. If Shelley recorded
the speech on 7 September 1942, as the
record label says, why did he do it?
Churchill origindly dedivered the
speech to the House of Commons over
two years earlier, and did not broadcast
it at that time (portions were read by a

FINHSTHOUR109/6

i BBC announcer). Churchill did record

speech]. There is simply nothing in our

the speech himsdf—at Chartwell after
the war—and it was ultimately released
by Decca Records. Assuming the label
to be correct, the time lag makes it clear
that Shelley did not record the speech
to be broadcast when German invasion
was imminent. So perhaps it was in-
tended to be used subsequently in a
propaganda film. It will be interesting
to see what emerges from tests carried
out on the record. If the recording turns
out to be genuine, it may prove that
Shelley was used during the war as a
Churchill voice double. But it is a huge
leap to say that, just because there is ev-
idence he recorded this Churchill
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speech in 1942, that he delivered BBC
broadcasts in the summer of 1940."

Next, in an upcoming article for
FH, author Stephen Bungay of ICS
(UK) commented that "Churchill was
asked by the British Council later in the
war to make a recording [of the
'beaches speech] for the U.S., and hav-
ing rather a lot on his plate, he sug-
gested they use an actor instead. Shelley
did the recording, Churchill heard it,
was much amused and gave his ap-
proval. Its subsequent fae is unknown,
but there is no evidence of its having
been used in Britain. | am grateful to
the late Sdly Hine of the BBC Sound
Archive and Chris Mobbs of the Na-
tional Sound Archive for helping to sort
this out."

The truth at last? Not quite: Allen
Packwood of the Churchill Archives
Centre writes: "It now emerges that the
recording which has surfaced is not the
'fight on the beaches speech, but is
concerned with events in North Africa
in 1942. | have tried, using Rhodes
James's Compl ete Speeches, to match the
text to an actual speech by Churchill,
but have been unable to do so."

The best rolls on.

Kb A - THE_Tiemey Ay Duay: DhR

PR for PR

NEW YORK, DE-
CEMBER  15TH—
Pol Roger took
top honors
among "once-
ayear Cham-
pagnes,” in a
blind tasting
by Dorothy

- - —=e=8  Gaiter and John
Brecher in The Wall Street Journal. They
described the $120 Sir Winston
Churchill cuvee 1988 as "Delicious...
Best of tasting and best value. Elegant
and dassy, with everything in perfect
proportion and a taste that lingers in
your mouth forever."

We could have told them so!

School and Politics

Churchill Center academic chair-
man James W. Muller has written

Can You Place These Photos?

| am writing on behalf of an elderly
friend whose father served in the RAF

from 1930 until the mid-1950s. He died

in 1997 and since then, my friend has

been sorting through her father's belong-

ings. Amongst these, she has found a

number of photographs spanning his ca
reer. There are two photographs with him

alongside the then Prime Minister. Oth-
ers in the photo groups include General
Sir Alan Brooke, Group Captain Mes-
siter, Air Vice Marshal Dawson, Flight
Lieutenant Greenwood, Averel Harri-
man and my friend's father, Air Com-

modore J. W. Bayley MBE. We think the
photographs were taken in Egypt or simi-
lar a around 1941-42, as most are in "tropi-
cd kit" including Mr. Churchill. Would it
be possible to date them? This would help
us in piecing together his movements, as my friend knows so little of her father's

RAF days. (Please copy the Editor.)

—Frank Lockhart, 50 Dunvegan Road, Eltham, London, SE9 ISA, UK.

"P.M. vist to unit." L-R: John William Bayley Air Vice Marsha Dawson, Churchill, Group
Captain Messter (CO.), Averdl Harriman (envoy for Roosevelt), Flight Lt. Greenwood.

"The Prime Minister makes a short
Soeech before leaving unit." Air Vice
Marshd Dawson, right.

ter and Identity: The Sociological Foun-
dation of Literary and Historical Perspec-
tives (Morton A. Kaplan, editor,
Paul, MN: Paragon House 2000), his
chapter, "Winston Churchill at
School,"
of WSC may be interested in other
chapters on Thatcher, Truman, Grant,
Mandela, and Appomattox. Another

St

ison pp. 83-111; but admirers !

thoughtful chapters on Churchill in I chapter by Muller, "Churchill's Under-
two newly published books. In Charac- |
. 291-305 of Educating the Prince: Essays

standing of Poalitics," appears on pp.

in Honor of Harvey Mansfield (Mark
Blitz and William Kristol, editors, New
York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2000).
Readers may adso enjoy chapters on
Machiavelli, Shakespeare's Henry V (by
Paul Cantor), Rousseau, Lincoln, the
common law, and Solzhenitsyn.

continued overleaf
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Odette Pol-Roger,

1911-2000

The grande dame of Pol Roger Cham-
pagne, Mme. Odette was well known for
her friendship with Churchill, who
prized Champagne dabove dl other
drinks. A glass, he said, "imparts afeding
of exhilaration. The nerves are braced,
the imagination is equdly stirred; the
wits become more nimble. A bottle pro-
duces the opposite effect.” He dso re-
cdled some words of Napoleon: "l could
not live without Champagne. Invictory |
desarve it, in defeat | need it.” :

Churchill had been aloya customer
of Pol Roger since 1908, but his friend-
ship with the family began in 1944,
when he was introduced to Odette by
Ambassador Alfred Duff Cooper at the
British embassy in Paris. He was as cap-
tivated by her elegance and beauty as by
the fizz served at luncheon that day: Pol
Roger's full-bodied '28. When he l€ft
France he gave instructions that every
time he returned to Paris Odette Pol-
Roger was to be invited to dinner. In
1947, at the Duff Coopers' leaving ball,
WSC made his entrance on the arm of
Mme. Pol-Roger, who was wearing red
satin.

Each year on his bhirthday, Odette
would send Churchill a case of vintage
Champagne: the '28 until supplies ran
out in 1953. Thereafter she reserved the
choicest wine for him; by 1965 he had
only worked his way through the '34. !
(On our visit in 1989, Christian Pol-
Roger served the Churchill Tour party a
wonderful '47, which would have filled
his later needs.) In 1953 Churchill sent |
Odette a copy of Triumph and Tragedy
inscribed "Cuvee de Reserve / Mise en
bouteille au chateau Chartwell." He
aso proclaimed Pol Roger's address, 44
Avenue de Champagne, Epernay, "the |
world's most drinkable address....Invite :
me to Epernay and | will press the
grapes with my feet."

It was a vivid image, but he never
came to visit Champagne. He did, how-
ever, name his favourite filly "Pol
Roger," and in 1952 invited Odette to |
Brighton to see the horse run. "Oh that |

mare," recalled Mme. Pol-Roger; "we
had such trouble with her." But on the
day of The Queen's coronation the
horse did win the Black Prince Stakes.

When Churchill died, Odette Pol-
Roger was one of those on the short list
of personal friends invited to attend his
state funeral service at St. Paul's Cathe-
dral. Afterwards, in tribute to him, the
Pol-Rogers began to border dl labels
destined for the British market in black;
only recently have her nephews de-
clared an end to the period of mourn-
ing and switched to navy blue to mark
Churchill's naval connections. In 1984,
the firm named its prestige cuvée after
Churchill, making it in the robust, ma-
ture style he liked.

She was born Odette Wallace in
Paris, the daughter of General Georges
Wallace, who fought with distinction in
the French army during the Great War.
Her great-grandfather was the art col-
lector and philanthropist Sir Richard
Wallace, and Odette and her two sisters
were inevitably known as "the Wallace
Collection." With her fair hair, dim fig-
ure and blue-grey eyes, Odette was ac-
knowledged one of the prettiest women
in Paris. Following her marriage to
Jacques Pol-Roger, a noted sportsman

and co-director of the family firm, she ; |

went to live in Epernay.
The Champagne firm had been es
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tablished in the town, fifteen miles
south of Reims, by Pol Roger in 1849.
After his death in 1889, his sons
changed the family's surname to Pol-
Roger, and a few years later, Pol Roger
(the wine name lacks the hyphen) was
one of ascore of grandes marqueswhich
came together to fix levels of quality for
Champagne which till prevail.

Odette was devoted to her father-in-
law Maurice, eldest son of Pol Roger.
During World War Il he financed the
loca Resistance movement, for which
Odette sometimes acted as a courier, bi-
cycling the twelve hours to Paris. She
was once arrested by the Gestapo, but
only because she persisted in wearing

I the badge of the RAF on her dress. She

was released after being questioned for
five hours. Wartime bottles of P-R bla-

| tantly defied the Nazis by carrying the

British roya arms and the legend "by
appointment."”

With her merry smile, ebullient
charm and love of parties, she had no
trouble in fulfilling the task she sat for
hersdf, "to encourage people to enjoy
Champagne." Her personal taste and
crisp command of the language demon-
strated an affinity with al things Eng-
lish. Her houses at Epernay and in Nor-
mandy, and her flat on the Left Bank,
were decorated with a comfortable,
eclectic mixture of objects, including an
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excellent collection of Meissen, very
reminiscent of a fine English country
house. English too was her passion for
gardening, which she had more time for
after retiring from helping her two
nephews, Christian de Billy and Christ-
ian Pol-Roger, who ran the company.
Odette Pol-Roger summered at her
chéteau in Normandy on the Andelle, a
famous trout river, for shewas dso ade-
vout fly fisherman. In 1970 she told
The Daily Telegraph, "l was in Paris,

REMEMBER WINSTON CHURCHILL

Will future generations remember?
Will the ideas you cherish now be sustained then?
Will someone articulate your principles?
Who will guide your grandchildren, your faith and your country?
There is an answer.

The Churchill Center Associates (page 2) are people who have committed $10,000
- or more, over fiveyears, dl tax-deductible, to the Churchill Center and Societies
Endowment funds earning interest in the United States and Canada.

With their help—and yours—those earnings guarantee
that The Churchill Center will endure as a powerful voice,
sustaining those bdiefs Sr Winston and you held dear.
Now. And for future generations.

If you would like to consider becoming a Churchill Center Associate
please contact
Richard M. Langworth, Chairman, Board of Trustees
(888) 454-2275 « malakand@conknet.com

dining at the Embassy with Christopher
Soames, and afterwards | got into my
car and drove to Normandy. As the sun
was coming up | was thinking of get-
ting a bit of deep when | looked down
from my bedroom window and saw a
huge trout in the stream which runs
through the property. So | grabbed my
rod and rushed down and caught
him—still in my dinner gown. Well!
Life must be enjoyed, no?"

Lady Sarah Spencer-
Churchill, 1921-2000

A member of one of England's great-
est families, Lady Sarah lived a full and
glamorous life. Born 17 December
1921, she was the daughter of the Mar-
quess of Blandford, later 1 Oth Duke of
Marlborough, by his wife the Hon.
Mary Cadogan. Her father was three
years Churchill's senior and dso the son
of an American mother, in this case
Consuelo Vanderbilt. Consuelo had re-
married (to Lt. Col. J. Balsan) five
months prior to Lady Sarah's birth.
Lady Sarah's grandmother played an
important role in her life. At the time of
her birth she was Consuelo Vanderbilt's
only grandchild and was therefore
christened Sarah Consuelo. Much later
she would be the beneficiary of her
grandmother's significant fortune.

In July 1939, as the clouds of war
began to darken continental skies,
Blenheim Palace played host to Lady
Sarah's coming out party. Among the
guests attending this lavish affair were
Winston Churchill, The Duke and
Duchess of Kent, Anthony Eden and
"Chips’ Channon. During the war

—adgpted from The Daily Telegraph, 30DecO0ady Serah worked in a munitions fac-

e i s =

tory. In 1943, continuing the
Churchills' transatlantic ties, she mar-
ried Lt. Edwin Russell, USNR, long-
time member of The Churchill Center
and donor to our library of a fine first
edition of The Sory of the Malakand
. Field Force. Married for over twenty
years Mr. and Mrs. Russdl divided their
time between Oyster Bay, New York
and Montego Bay. Mrs. Russdl's hospi-
tality soon became legendary and she
added to her popularity by taking an
active role in loca politics. The Russdlls
had four daughters before the dissolu-
tion of their marriage in 1966. Follow-
ing a short marriage to ayoung Chilean
named Guy Burgos, Lady Sarah mar-
ried 27-year-old Theodorus Roubanis
in 1967. They were divorced in 1981.
In her final years Lady Sarah lived in
Beverly Hills, California, where she ran
the "Churchill Galleries."

| continued overleaf
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Henry Anthony Lascelles,

1912-2000

Major-General Henry Anthony Las- |
celles CB CBE DSO has died at the age
of 88. He served as Director General of
the Winston Churchill Memorial Trust |
from 1967 to 1980 and was the great-
great-grandson of Henry Lascelles, 2nd
Earl of Harewood. Born on 10 January
1912, Lascelles was educated at Win-
chester and Oriel College, Oxford.
During the Second World War he
served in the North Africa and Sicily
campaigns. He was Commanding Offi-
cer of the 46th Royal Tank Regiment at
Anzio. He served in Germany and
Canada during the 1950s before being
appointed a Brigadier at the War Of-
fice. He was promoted to Chief of Staff |

at Northern Ireland Command and, fi-
naly, Major-General, General S&f, Far
East Land Forces at Singapore.

—Rafal  Heydel-Mankoo ‘

Loca & National... l‘

Judge Douglas Russell addressed Chicago

Churchillians at the Doubletree Club, O'Hare
Airport, on "Lt. Churchill, 4th Hussars." L-R:
Sue and Doug Russell, hosts Phil and Sue Lar- |
son. More in the "Chartwell Bulletin." [

New Chartwell Bulletin

covers USA Events

In February The Churchill Center's
Chartwell Bulletin was launched as an
irregular companion to Finest Hour for
members in the USA. The object is not !
only to brief U.S. members on break-
ing news and events, but to relieve FH
from that task, the one it is least suited |
to do, being a quarterly with a fairly i
fixed schedule. This section will con- |

DATELINES

tinue to publish briefs from USA local
events, but for full details consult the
Chartwell Bulletins or our website.

Oldham, Lancashire

© OLDHAM, OCTOBER MTH— The newly

formed Northern Chapter of the Inter-
national Churchill Society (UK) staged
a successful one-day exhibition here to
mark the Centenary of Churchill's elec-
tion as one of the borough's two Mem-
bers of Parliament. The event was
opened by the Mayor of Oldham in the
presence of the Council Leader, and vis-
itors included one of the town's current
MP's. Professor David Stafford gave an
interesting and amusing summary of
Churchill's secret service connections.
Allen Packwood of the Churchill

i Archives Centre provides notes on

Churchill and Oldham elsewhere in

' this number. Contact: Derek Green-
| well, tel. (01904) 702844 and Eric

Bingham  (mafeking@blackpool.net)
tel. (01253) 701275.

November 30th Toast

by Dr. Cyril Mazansky, New England
Churchillians Dinner marking

| Churchill's126th Birthday Westin, Mass.
: In a recent article describing the |
i dedication. of the World War 11 Memor-

id in Washington D.C., Tom Bowman,

1 areporter from the Baltimore Sun, de-
- scribed it as a "memoria to one of his-

tory's greatest crusades.” As epitomized
by the principal sculpture of this
memorial, the legacies of this crusade
are: the triumph of democracy over
tyranny, freedom over totalitarianism,
and light over darkness.

Who then were the warriors of this
modern crusade, so different in so
many respects from its namesake a mil-
lennium earlier? They were as Tom
Brokaw so glowingly wrote of them,
part of a generation he believes to be
"the greatest generation any society has
ever produced....At a time in their lives

i when their days and nights should have

been filled with innocent adventure,

love and the lessons of the workaday Brokaw nor the Memoria include the

world, they were fighting in the most

primitive conditions. They answered L

Errata

Finest Hour 108: Author Jonathan
Sikorski ("From British Cassandra to
American Hero," p. 30) was incor-
rectly identified as adoctoral student.
He received his Ph.D. from Arizona
State University in 1997. For his
work on Churchill, he was honored
with the Michael Steiner Memorial
Award for Best Dissertation/Thesis
by an ASU Graduate Student. Mr.
Sikorski is asocia studies Teacher at
Carl Hayden Community High
School in Phoenix, where he has
taught for 13 years.

Finest Hour 106: The editor’s arti-
cle, "That Other Winston
Churchill," mentions the famous re-
mark by WSC to WC ("l propose to
become Prime Minister of Great
Britain. Wouldn't it be a great lark if
you could be President of the United
States at the same time?") as occur-
ring in 1903, after the American
Winston was elected to the New
Hampshire Legidature. Thisis aso
the view of genealogist Elizabeth
Snell in Finest Hour83, p. 29. Mike
Ryan of Wrentham, Massachusetts,
points to the Officid Biography,
Winston S Churchill, Val. 1, pp. 340-
41, where Randolph Churchill names
the date and venue as 17 December
1900 on abridge (Harvard or
Longfellow) overlooking the Charles
River in Boston. Here the two
Churchills had strolled during their
first meeting. His source was Mrs.
John Churchill, daughter-in-law of
American Winston. We are inclined
to believe Randolph has the best
source on this. $

the call to save the world."

However, Brokaw's book was de-
voted only to Americans, and only to
those fortunate enough to have come
through the crusade with their lives.
The Washington Memorial will glorify
as well those who did not come home.

To the best of my knowledge, neither

‘ armed forces of our dlies, and we must
adso pay our profound tribute to >»

FINEST HOUR 109/10




DATELINES

them, especially considering the burden
they bore before America became their
partner.

We are in awe and reverence of those
crusaders, and tonight as we are pay
tribute to the memory of those who
gave their lives for the legacy we have
today, | want to include yet another
critical group among the heroes of that
generation. Let us remember and pay
tribute to the civilian victims of the
enemy, particularly to our British
brethren, those who in the early and
very shaky months of the war were
alone in the forefront of the battlefields.
If these brave civilians, too, had not
willingly been prepared to face whole-
sde death and destruction on a daily
basis in their homes and workplaces as
the German bombs rained incessantly
upon them; had they not given their
unhesitating support to their political
and military leaders to continue aong
this path, the successful efforts of the
Roya Air Force and other forces could
not have been accomplished in those
critical days. We remember aso those
inordinately brave civilians who will-
ingly went behind the enemy lines to
gather the intelligence data that allowed
successful military operations to occur.
When many of them were captured
they died brutal deaths without giving
the enemy any information.

| ask you to hold close to your minds
and hearts the memory of dl the war-
riors, armed and unarmed, of that
greatest generation, whose gift is our
enjoyment of the legacies and the mani-
fold fruits of their sacrifice.

London

NOVEMBER 20— A book launch for the
English edition of the third volume of
Churchill War Papers, "The Ever
Widening War" (Companion Volume
6, third and final part) was organised by
David Boler at Churchill's underground

bunker, the Cabinet War Rooms. The |

turnout was good, with nearly a hun-
dred UK members in attendance.
Guests included Churchill Center
Trustee and Associate Winston
Churchill, Patron Lady Soames, and the

AROUND & ABOUT

ollowing the American election the Internet was

flooded with copies of a humorous message
hurtling round from Britain, "revoking” Americas in-
dependence in view of its delay in electing a Presi-
dent. Our rejoinder was. "Your lot once chopped off
your king's head and took twelve years to elect a suc-
cessor!" Going us one better was William F. Buckley,
Jr., in his November 10th column: "...sober critics of
American ways think it's much better to do elections
the way the Brits do. In 1945 this meant dismissing Churchill in the middle of
the Potsdam summit conference with Stalin and Truman and sending in a succes-
sor".... According to press reports, the Cabinet War Rooms were put out of action
for forty-eight hours last autumn by London's torrential rains, thus accomplishing
what the Luftwaffe could not. Rubbish, advises ICS UK chairman Nigel Knocker:
"About two inches in a small area for a couple of hours. Never rely on the
press'....An antique dealer appeared before magistrates in Milton Keynes, Bucks,
in November charged in connection with the theft of a Second World War
Enigma coding machine from Bletchley Park. Former cattle farmer Dennis Yates,
57, was charged with blackmail and handling stolen goods. The father of diree
was arrested after an eight-month joint investigation by the National Crime Squad
and the local police....Bob Caputi reports a very nice article appeared in the No-
vember issue of Biography entitled "Winston Churchill: His Lowest Points, His
Finest Hours," by Melissa Harmon, the magazine's travel editor: eight pages, gen-
eroudly illustrated, with a sidebar on various actors who have played WSC in
films, etc.. Immediately following the Churchill bio is another eight page article
on "Churchill's Marrakesh."

London Soundings by Mark Weber

London papers in January were full of propaganda about eliminating the terms

"Britain" and "British" as "racist." This report, by the Runnymede Trugt, was
endorsed by Government Ministers, although Prime Minister Tony Blair was
treading carefully watching public reaction. Editorial response was strident, how-
ever. A lead editorial in The Daily Mailnoted Churchill's quote on "their finest
hour," and compared this to the Trust statement that the empire was a "human
disaster" comparable to the Holocaust (which word they used). Quoting from the
Mail, "...the tragedy is that this self-serving exercise by a second-rate, unrepresen-
tative clique is being embraced by Ministers who claim to represent Britain and
the British people, but have plainly lost confidence in both. How Churchill would
have despised them." Another negative response was from a &i Lankan member
of the Committee for Racial Equality. He thought Britain was a good place for
immigrants, and that many places, including Sri Lanka, were probably better off
and safer under colonial rule. It is encouraging to note that at least some of the
press remembers what Churchill stood for and still considers him arole model. $5

Military Attaché from the Russian Em-
bassy. The MC was Col. Nigel Knocker,
Chairman of ICS UK. Unfortunately,
Martin Gilbert had to cancd at the last
moment due to a family funera that &-
ternoon. A neighbour of his and felow
historian, Max Arthur, read some re-
marks prepared by Gilbert (see "Books,
Arts & Curiosities"'). Therewere dso re-
marks by Winston Churchill. Since the

author was not present to sign books,
sdles were duggish.

One funny story was told. Shortly
after Chamberlain had returned from
Munich in 1938 with the famous piece
of paper, an MP was telling the House
of his journey through Palestine. He
mentioned the ancient holy city of
Jerusdlem, had some words about

continued overleaf

FINEST HOUR 109/11




DATELINES

London Book Launch...
Nazareth where "The Holy Saviour”
grew up, and then moved on to Bethle-

hem, which he described as "the birth- -

place of the Prince of Peace" At this
point Churchill interrupted and ex-
claimed, "I thought Neville was born in
Birmingham."

On Saturday, we went out to the

Oxfordshire countryside to visit along-
time member, Harry Crooks, who had

a few books to sl us. He dso showed N
" Above: a Camp X. L-R: Lynn-Philip Hodg-

us a very interesting copy of lronside's
Tannenberg, which appears to be the
copy Churchill used when writing The

Eastern Front. On the way we stopped |

at a lovely country pub, "The Boar's |

Head" near Wantage. Of specid interest
was a poster in the gent's toilet repro-

ducing a number of posters from a
campaign for a brand of beer called |

"Spitfire." The theme was the Battle of

Churchillian quote. Others caused
some controversy when issued, as they
could been seen as anti-German. Read-
ers can view some of these posters at:
www.shepherd-neame.co.uk/com-
pany/index.html —Mark Weber

Ontario

TORONTO, SEPTEMBER 30TH— "Camp X," a
top-secret facility, was established on 6
December 1941 in Whitby, on the
north shore of Lake Ontario, twenty-
five miles east of Toronto, to train se-
cret agents and saboteurs. Fifty mem-
bers and guests of "The Other Club of

Ontario,” loca chapter of the Interna- :
tional Churchill Society Canada, visited -
the site which is now known as Intrepid !

Park, named after Sir William Stephen-
son (code name “Intrepid,” aka "the

Quiet Canadian"), head of British Se- |
curity Coordination in New York. With :
Churchill the instigator, Stephenson, |

Americas "Wild Bill" Donovan and the
Government of Canada were those who
made Camp X happen.

The event commenced at a National
Historic Site, Parkwood Estate in Os-
hawa, former home of Colonel Sam
McLaughlin, creator of the McLaugh-

0N, Bill Hardeadtle, Other Club of Ontario
Pres Norman MacLeod, ICS Canada Pres
Randy Barber. Right: Memoarid plagues.

Motors of Canada. After lunch, we

¢ were addressed by Lynn-Philip Hodg-

son, the author of Inside Camp X, his
new book on the subject, who re-

| counted the Camp's history. McLaugh-
Britain and one poster featured a -

¢ tends to rehabilitate the last remaining :

lin-Buick and founder and of General

lin said that of over 500 agents trained
here, more than 50% were captured.

- Many endured torture by the Nazis

and, after orders from Hitler in early
1945, those still alive were executed.

The Camp X Historical Society in-

original buildings, recently found lo-
cdly, move them on site, and establish a
museum to house the hundreds of arti-
facts now scattered nearby. The site re-
mained a top-secret communications
centre until 1946. The famed HYDRA
system, developed during the war by

" the British Special Operations Execu-

tive (SOE), linked Britain, Canada and
the United States to great benefit. On
the site where HYDRA stood, a memor-
id has been erected (its exact location
known, as our specia guest this day was

Bill Hardcastle who operated HYDRA

until its de-commissioning).

This lasting memorial will com-
memorate the exemplary contribution
to the war effort by those who lived and

trained there, and died in occupied °
countries working with partisan groups ;

throughout the various theatres of war.

fices made for the freedom of future

igenerations.
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IN.MEMORY OF
SIR WILLIAM STEPHENSON

"Hie Miui Called Intripid"

TORONTO, NOVEMBER 9TH— Churchill
came to Canada often, established sev-
eral personal friendships and enor-
mously valued Canada as a political
link. "Churchill and the English-speak-
ing Peoples’ was the theme of John
Ramsden, addressing forty members
and guests of the Other Club of On-
tario at the Royal Canadian Military In-
stitute Library (Toronto), itself steeped
in Canadian history. Dr. Ramsden is
professor of Modern History at Queen
Mary and Westfield College, University
of London, and an academic adviser to

i The Churchill Center. His publications
It is afitting tribute indeed to the sacri- ;

—G.R. (Randy) Barber ;:

include Winston Churchill and the Lead-
ership of the Conservative Party 1945-
1953, British Society in the Second World
War, and Thatcher and Conservative



History. We eagerly await his next work,
on Churchill's postwar reputation in
the English-speaking world..

In outlining Churchill's image and
reputation, Dr. Ramsden noted the
many Canadian leaders and prime min-
isters who were close to him. Karsh's fa
mous 1941 photographs were taken in
company with Mackenzie King, and in
King's diary and Churchill's papers one
finds that Churchill entrusted King
with much sensitive information. Lester
Pearson knew Churchill best, meeting
him first in the 1930s as a diplomat in
London. Pearson recognized Churchill's
greatness in the 1940s, and in 1946,
worked with him on the famous "Iron
Curtain Speech" given in Fulton, Mis-
souri.  John  Diefenbaker  knew
Churchill and visited him in England
during 1957. Dr. Ramsden noted that
"Churchill danced when Diefenbaker
became Prime Minister."

Churchill's  relationship  with
Canada, Ramsden concluded, was a
continuous and ongoing one, especialy
through the Cold War when Canada
was seen to be a mediator over strategy
between Britain and the United States.
It was evident a Sir Winston's funera
in 1965 how important Canada was to
him; in the officia party there were
three Americans, three French, and
twenty-two Canadians.

—Ruth Boughner Idler

Coming Up
Sudent Seminar on Churchill &
Leadership, Long Beach, Calif.,
November 2nd-3rd
The Churchill Center and Intercol-
legiate Studies Institute of Wilmington,
Delaware (www.isi.org), are cosponsor-
ing a seminar for university students,
"Winston Churchill: A Leadership
Model for the 21st Century?' Sir Mar-
tin Gilbert will speak but this program
is till being developed. We can, how-
ever, inform you about time and place.
It will be held on the Queen Mary, Long
Beach, Cdifornia on Friday and Satur-
day November 2nd and 3rd, prior to
our San Diego conference. Sunday is

DATELINES

Princeton, NJ, USA: The Big Cannon
What has a cannon haf buried in a Prince-
ton green to do with Churchill? Dave
Druckman, inveterate visitor to globa
Churchill sites (above), explains that this
British cannon from the American Revolu-
tion was reclamed around 1837 by the
Princeton Blues, aloca military company,
and planted muzzle-down in Cannon
Green. The Blues were led by Leonard
Jerome, Sir Winston's grandfather.

free to move to San Diego and register
for the conference. Program details will
be announced on our website and in
Finest Hour or the Chartwell Bulletin.
There will be a dinner on Friday
evening and a small registration fee. For
information or to offer assistance con-
tact John Plumpton (address p. 2).
Accommodation: Rooms will go
fast! To avoid disappointment, reserve
yours now. Telephone the Queen Mary
at (562) 435-3511 and mention The
Churchill Center. Our specia rate is
modest for nights in the elegant Cunard
ocean liner: $149 for singles or doubles.

18th International Churchill Conference,
San Diego, Calif, Nov. 4-8th.
"Churchill and the Navy" is the dieme
of our 2001 conference at the historic
Hotel del Coronado. What a glorious
combination! Sir Winston's grandson
Winston S. Churchill and his wife Luce

are special guests. Sir Martin Gilbert
will present a two-part overview of
Churchill and the Navy. Gallipoli and
Singapore will be debated at specid
panels which will be open to audience
participation. We will aso visit other
notable locations. An afternoon with
the Navy in San Diego harbor, avisit to
the Nixon Library, and dinner and a
show on the Queen Mary in Long
Beach are just some of the highlights
planned for this great event. -JGP

Accommodation: A  registration
packet will be mailed in June but re-
serve your room now. Call 800-HOTEL-
DEL. Mention Churchill Center confer-
ence. Our special rates begin at $220
per night. There is awide choice of al-
ternative accommodation, including
guest houses and B&Bs. For informa-
tion contact the San Diego visitor cen-
ter (www.sandiego.org) or telephone
toll-free (800) 872-6343.

More will be announced in our pub-
lications, registration packet and web-
site. Contact: Judy Kambestad (e-mail
preferred):  jammpott@aol.com, tel.
(714) 838-4741. Meanwhile, since
there will be one forma night, we leave
you with this brief note on protocal...

\bunger son of an earl taking
precedence over Knight of the Garter

From Noblesse Oblige, Nancy Mitford, eg.
(London: 1956): "In spite of the fact that
they enjoy courtesy tides, the sons and
daughters of lords are commoners—
though not so common as baronets and
their wives who take precedence ater hon-
ourables. (So, of course, do dl knights,
except Knights of the Garter, who come
after the edest sons and the daughters of

barons, but before the younger sons.)" M>
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Fifty Years On, Anotker Ckurckill Is Welcomed in Copenkagen
REMEMBERING CHURCHILXS
VISIT TO DENMARK

RENfi HOJRIS

i CHI

Churchill in triumph rides through Copenhagen streets in October 1950. Never before—and never afte—have so many Danes celebrated one
person so much. Last October, Lady Soames found the Humber Super Snipe that had carried her parents on display in like-new condition.

mark by the University of Copenhagen, which
wished to honour him with a Doctor's Degree in Phi-
losophy, "to express the deegp gratitude which the entire
Danish nation feds towards you." On October 9th to
12th, Winston and Clementine Churchill enjoyed atri-
umphal visit to the Danish capital. Never before—and
never since—have so many people been on the streets!
Churchill spoke from the balcony at the City Hall,
where he had received an armlet from the leader of the
Danish resistance movement, saying, "l will consider this
armlet as one the most vauable treasures in my family."
Later in his visit, Churchill was given the first Son-
‘Mt. Hojtis has one of the largest-€hurchill-cottections i Scandimavia;
has written articles about WSC in Danish, English and German, and
has published a Danish biography, Churchill: Arhundredets Person.

I n May 1950, Winston Churchill was invited to Den-
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ning Prize ($150,000 in today's money) and received the
Order of the Elephant from King Frederik IX. Churchill
was very fond of this Order and displayed it prominently
at Chartwell. Winston and Clementine stayed as guests
of the King and Queen. During his three-day stay
Churchill delivered three speeches, collected in avery
scarce pamphlet, Taler | Danmark, the only Churchill
book not published in English (ICS A129/4; see Richard
Langworth, A Connoisseur's Guide to the Books of Sr Win-
ston Churchill). Returning to England, Churchill flew di-
rectly to arace at Newmarket, where one of his horses

won. So October 1950 contained some specid days.

Haifa century later, on 30 October 2000, Lady
Soames opened "Remember Winston Churchill," an ex-
hibit marking the 50th anniversary of Churchill's visit.
The facilities were provided by Denmark's largest news-




paper, Jyllands-Posten, which wasjoined by many other
newspapers in giving impressive coverage of the proceed-
ings. The organizers were this writer and Niels Bjerre,
who put on the first Churchill exhibit in Copenhagen,
opened by Robert Hardy, in 1994 (See FH86, p. 44.)

The exhibit included 30 plates with more than 150
photos showing scenes from Churchill's life. The
Churchill Archives Centre in Cambridge kindly lent a
dozen facsimile documents and letters, which were joined
by a sdlection from the writer's collection: paintings;
drawings, stamps; first editions; even a specid beer,
brewed by Carlsberg for Churchill persondly, to com-
memorate the visit. Attracting many admiring eyes was
the Humber Super Snipe that had driven the Churchills
through Copenhagen in 1950, till in mint condition
and owned by a museum.

The opening reception was attended by members
of the wartime resistance, the Danish Defence Chief, the
British ambassador and his wife, the former Conservative
prime minister, and Denmark's well-known businessman,
Maersk McKinney Maller, who has donated awing to
Churchill College, Cambridge. Lady Soames was greeted
by a trumpet saute played by a former resistance mem-
ber, then spoke to open the event: "I am greetly hon-
oured and delighted to have been invited to open-this
splendid exhibition," she said. "It moves me deeply that
the name and deeds of Winston Churchill still are re-
membered, and his memory revered in Denmark.

"I know my parents were overwhelmed by the
warmth of the welcome they recaived in October 1950—
not only from the King and Queen and government, but
by the people who gathered in the streets to cheer my fa
ther as he drove through Copenhagen. He greatly ad-
mired the courage and tenacity of the Danish resistance
movement, and he valued the links he had with its mem-
bers after the war." Waiters then served Pol Roger Cham-
pagne provided by our good friends in Epernay. (Christ-
ian Pol-Roger visited the exhibit afew days later.)

In the evening &fter the opening, the British ambas-
sador invited Lady Soames, the two organizers and other
specid guests to dinner at his home. Lady Soames wished
to visit some specid places, so on the following day we
took her to the Friheds-museet (Museum of Liberty)
which had opened especidly for her on a normally closed
day. In Churchill Park next to the museum is one of
Oscar Nemon's statues. Next stop was Rosenborg Castle,
where Lady Soames saw the Danish crown jewels. After
lunch with Mr. Maller, she gtrolled through the old part
of Copenhagen, and later enjoyed tea at the Hotel d'An-

gleterre. Here two members of the resistance movement
told of their experiences during the occupation. Thus
ended her twenty-six-hour visit to Denmark, which, as
her father said on another occasion, "was not entirely un-
eventful "

The exhibition was such a greet success at their fa-
cilitiesthat Jyllands-Posten asked to discussareopening
next summer. Other Danish cities may see die exhibit, or
part of it. Our thanks to the sponsors who made it dl
possible: Jyllands-Posten newspaper, Scandic Hotels, SAS
Scandinavian Airlines System, Resenbro & Partners ad-
vertising agency, and Pol Roger Champagne.

The author with Lady Soames.

Excerpts. Churchill's Honorary Degree Speech, 1950

"Here | may mention a debt which Britain owes to
the ancient Danes. We did not regard it as such at the time.
The Danish sailors from the 'long ships who fought ashore
as soldiers brought with them into England a new principle
represented by a class, the peasant-yeoman-proprietor. The
sailors became soldiers. The soldiers became farmers. The
whole of the East of England thus received a class of culti-
vators who, except for the purposes of common defence,
owed alegiance to none....As time passed they forgot the
seg; they forgot the army; and thought only of the land—
their own land....The centuries did not destroy their origi-
nal firmness of character nor their deep attachment to the
soil. All through English history this strain continued to
play its part, and to this day the peculiar esteem in which
law and freedom are held by the English-speaking peoples
in every quarter of the globe may be shrewdly and justly re-
ferred to aViking source.

"I am very proud and very grateful to receive a Degree
of Philosophy from the famous University of Copenhagen.
As life unfolds | have been astonished to find how many
more degrees | have received than | have passed examina
tions. | was never very good at those. But now | am treated
asif | were alearned man. Thisis agood argument for not
being discouraged by the failures or shortcomings of youth
but to persevere and go on trying to learn dl your life" $
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