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12 Churchill and the Indians
Inder Dan Ratnu

14 "Message, Passion, Spontaneity"
Chris Matthews's Churchill Lecture

"Churchill and the Navy"

15 One Bell: Commissioning Day
"There were tears in the eyes of many tough old men"
Michael Richards

18 Two Bells: Underway
"Thanks for your work, Bath Iron Works..."
Kelley Bouchard

21 Three Bells: At Sea
"The warrior heroes of the past may look down..."
David Braun

21 Four Bells: Her Namesake Speaks
Remarks on Naval Affairs, 1912-1948
Sir Winston Churchill
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11
39

Despatch Box
Datelines
Churchill Calendar
Local & National News
Around & About
Riddles, Mysteries, Enigmas

40 Action This Day
46 Churchilltrivia
47 Ampersand
48 Immortal Words
Other departments will return next issue.

26 Five Bells: The Churchills, A Naval History
The Winston S. Churchill has interesting forebears
Neil Coates

28 Six Bells: "As Light as Air, as Strong as Iron"
Burke's words remain as true today as 226 years ago
Ambassador Sir Christopher Meyer KCMG

30 Seven Bells: "The Navy is Here!"
GrafSpee, Altmark and the Battle of the River Plate
Sir Winston Churchill • Commentary by Chris Bell

36 Eight Bells: The Sheet Anchor of Human Freedom
"Never imagine that such concepts as duty, honor,
and love of country are outdated."
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BOOKS, ARTS & CURIOSITIES
42 What did Alanbrooke really think of Churchill?....
What are the Churchill Factors?....Is Rasor's
Historiography better than we said?....How Secretive
with each other were Roosevelt and Churchill?....Can
anybody get all of Curt ZoUer's Trivia questions right?

Cover:
Reproduced from the Internet home page ofUSS
Winston S. Churchill DDG81, whose commis-

sioning we were honored to attend in March.

"Churchill and the Navy":
This issue o/Tinest Hour is devoted to the theme

of the upcoming International Churchill
Conference in San Diego, California, November

4th to 7th. It is dedicated to the officers and crew
of USS Winston S. Churchill DDG81, many of

whom are Churchill Center members, and all of
whom we are proud to call our friends.
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DESPATCH BOX

CHURCHILL LECTURE
I watched and enjoyed the Churchill Lec-

ture (see page 14) on C-span. I do wonder,
though, if someone should write a book devoted
to correcting misperceptions about Sir Winston.
It amazes me, nearly every time I discuss my in-
terest in Churchill, that someone always feels the
need to relate some sloshy anecdote about his
drinking or other such tripe. Last summer, at a
wedding in which I was Best Man, I sprinkled in
several relevant Churchill quotes. An elderly
gentleman approached me afterward to say that
his neighbor had worked with Churchill during
the war and that he knew for
a fact that Sir Winston had a
person assigned to carrying
liquor around after him so
that it was readily available.
He then explained that not
many people knew there were
additional aides designated to
carry spare trousers, as he got
so drunk every day that they
often needed changing. I was
dumbstruck, and had no idea
how to respond. Do such sto-
ries attach themselves to
everyone of import, especially
politicians who may make
more natural enemies?

Lastly, I am disgusted
that Time magazine's sum-
mary regarding Churchill's unsuitability over
Einstein for "Person of the Century" has now
seemed to take root as fact (note the questions
from the student lecture audience as well as Mr.
Matthews's comments specifically mentioning
India and female suffrage). As one of the author-
ities that everyone looks toward for fact, has the
CC ever considered undertaking Winston
Churchill: Setting the Record Straight!

WILLIAM ROEDER (w_roeder@msn.com)

/ had a go at Matthews at the dinner after-
ward and corrected a few points. Finest Hour con-
tinuously records and punctures media exaggera-
tions, and we certainly took care of Time in issue
105 ("Timei Long March to Person of the Cen-
tury. ") Unfortunately Churchill himself so exagger-
ated his use of alcohol that it stuck like a limpet.
Mr. Matthews did remark that Churchill changed
his tune on female suffrage. Regarding India, on
balance Churchill was wrong, but not all wrong
and it was a grand fight. (See "Jaipur, India" in
"International Datelines, "page 12.)

Mr. Roeder's letter (to our Listserv discussion
group), prompted a number of suggestions for a list
of common Churchill misconceptions; see Todd
Ronnei's suggestions in "Ampersand, "p. 47. —Ed.

OUR FIRST SWEDISH ASSOCIATE
I received the other day the information you
sent me regarding the opportunity to become a
Churchill Center Associate. I just want to in-

"I do wonder if
someone should

write a book devoted
to correcting

misperceptions about
Sir Winston....Has

The Churchill Center
ever considered

undertaking
Winston Churchill:
Setting the Record

Straight?"

form you that I shortly will send you a check for
US$10,000. I think everyone including myself
has Mr. Churchill to thank for the survival of
Western civilization and the democratic system;
and that we all therefore have an obligation to
help pass on Sir Winston's statecraft to new gen-
erations. I fully share your questions: "If not
us—who? If not now—when?"

GABRIEL URWITZ, STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN

WHEN WINSTON MET WINSTON
Having just read "Errata" on page 10 of FH

109,1 hasten to advise that I was notoi the view
that the American and English
Winston Churchills met in
1903. In fact my book, The
Churchills: Pioneers and Politi-
cians, attributes the same source
as Mr. Ryan (the official biog-
raphy) as to their meeting in
December 1900. However, I
was pleased that you wrote
"That Other Winston
Churchill" (FH 106), although
A. L. Rowse thinks they did
meet during the Great War (see
The Churchills,-p. 182).

ELIZABETH C. SNELL,

DORCHESTER, DORSET, UK

ATROCITIES
Could you explain for me why Churchill

didn't protest against the gruesome mass slaugh-
ter of unarmed Jews conducted quite openly by
the "White" army he and London armed in
1919 to fight and topple the Soviet regime? I see
from a report in The New York Times that An-
drew Bonar Law admitted on the floor of Com-
mons in late 1919 that units of the White army
had slain "hundreds" of Jews in Kiev itself on
18-20 October, so Churchill and the govern-
ment certainly knew what their favored army in
Russia was up to.

F. Y. GABRIEL (FYGabriel@aol.com)

I'm afraid I cannot, and post Mr. Gabriel's
letter here in the hope that someone can. —Ed.

RASOR'S HISTORIOGRAPHY
I found Mr. Bell's review of the Rasor His-

toriography rather bitter and unjust, though a
masterpiece of erudition. I think that kind of
work deserves respect, since omissions and er-
rors may be corrected in later editions. On the
contrary, I believe that it should be very useful
to issue this work in a CD-ROM version with
hypertextual linkage, updating on subscription.

PATRIZ1O R. GIANGRECO, NAPLES, ITALY

For further thoughts along these lines, please
see "Rasor's Edge" on page 44.

continued on page 46
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DATELINES
QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"Tney combine in tne most deadly manner tne qualities or tne warrior and tne slave.

Tney do not value rreedom tnemselves, and tne spectacle or it in otners is naterul to tnem.

Whenever tney become strong tney seek tneir prey,

and tney will follow witk an iron discipline anyone wno will lead tnem to it."

—WSC (wko was not tken speaking of Ckina), HOUSE OF COMMONS, 21 SEPTEMBER 1943

WSC Survives Blitz of'01
LONDON, MAY 1ST— Understandably reluc-
tant to expend taxpayer funds cleaning
up the messes of "pro-environment ac-
tivists," who celebrated last May Day by
desecrating the Churchill statue and
other London shrines, authorities built
a protective box around the statue. The
memorial was untouched, despite nu-
merous May Day citizens celebrating
human rights by attacking the rights of
other human beings.

Apologies for Lateness
We are late with this Spring num-

ber, and we know it. My involvement
in two major events, the commission-
ing of USS Churchill in March and the
Churchill Lecture in April, plus two
Chartwell Bulletins, two fundraising
projects, and working with Curt Zoller
on his (great) new bibliography of
works about Churchill, combined to
clobber my schedule. Please be assured
that normal frequency will be regained
and that you will receive your full ra-
tion of four FHs per year and on time.
That means a summer and autumn on
time, and the first issue of 2002 (win-
ter), shortly after the New Year. My
apologies for the inconvenience. RML

Epstein to Oval Office
LONDON, MARCH 28TH— In a highly un-
usual diplomatic gesture, one of only
six Epstein busts of Sir Winston
Churchill is being sent to Washington,
for loan to President Bush in the Oval
Office. The idea of loaning the work,
from the Government's art collection,

The Epstein Bust (Imperial War Museum)

came to British officials during Prime
Minister Tony Blair's visit to Washing-
ton in February. Two years ago both
George W. Bush and John McCain, his
rival for the nomination, named
Churchill as the most important figure
of the 20th century, Bush describing Sir
Winston as "the best example of how
individuals can shape history." Down-
ing Street said that the loan, which is
expected to last as long as President
Bush wants it, was exceptional and that
no similar gesture was made to Mr.
Clinton, despite his close personal rela-
tionship with Mr. Blair. "Winston
Churchill was a great friend of the
United States," said Sir Christopher
Meyer, British Ambassador to Washing-
ton. "What better place for his bust to
sit than in the Oval Office?"

Sir Jacob Epstein, son of Jewish

immigrants, was born in America but
moved to London and took up British
citizenship. He was commissioned to
produce several portraits of important
figures during the war, although his
best-known works are probably his
memorial tomb to Oscar Wilde, in the
Pere Lachaise cemetery in Paris, and his
nudes at the British Medical Associa-
tion's headquarters in London.

Churchill could not spare the time
to sit for the artist during the war, so
the bust was sculpted and cast in 1946,
during six "restless" sittings at Hyde
Park Gate and Chartwell. In his autobi-
ography Epstein recalls how during the
first session Churchill sat down, dis-
missed his plain-clothes bodyguard, had
his secretary sit nearby for dictation and
then lit one of his favourite Cuban cig-
ars. "[Churchill] was at all times ex-
tremely genial and a most hospitable
host," Epstein said. "He showed me his
paintings about which I found him
modest to the extreme, laying no claim
to professional status. His library, as I
saw it, seemed to consist of books on
Napoleon and his celebrated ancestor
the first Duke of Marlborough."

2002 Churchill Cruise
The 2002 International Churchill

Conference will be hosted by ICS
(UK), and will take the form of a
Churchill cruise of the Mediterranean.
Details are not yet available but the ten-
tative schedule is to depart Barcelona in
early October, when the hot Mediter-
ranean weather will have moderated,

continued overleaf
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2002 Churchill Cruise...
stopping at Monte Carlo, Rome, Sor-
rento, Malta, Santorini and Athens. We
will see Malta, Monaco, Italy and
Greece, all of which figure prominently
in the Churchill saga. WSC paid minor
visits to all the other places, including
Santorini, where he stopped briefly dur-
ing one of his cruises aboard Aristotle
Onassis's yacht Christina. More details
as available. Meanwhile, hold the dates
and watch Finest Hour!

Sampson Nominated
WASHINGTON, MARCH 19TH— T h e W h i t e

House announced today the nomina-
tion of David A. Sampson, President
and CEO of the Arlington, Texas
Chamber of Commerce, as Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Economic
Development. "I am humbled and
deeply honored by the Presidents confi-
dence and if confirmed by the Senate
will work diligently to promote eco-
nomic development and opportunity in
every region of the country," Mr. Samp-
son said.

David Sampson chaired the first
major Churchill Conference, in Dallas
in 1987, hosting Wendy Reves, Con-
gressman James Courter, and longtime
Churchill secretary and Chartwell ad-
ministrator Grace Hamblin. The con-
ference produced our first set of
Churchill Proceedings and set the tone
for succeeding conferences at Bretton
Woods in 1988, London in 1989 and
San Francisco 1990. Those of us who
have worked with David Sampson are
proud to congratulate him on his ap-
pointment.

Commercial Wilderness
No sooner did we mention our re-

mastered videos of the famous "Wilder-
ness Years" video starring Robert Hardy
as Churchill than we learned that, at
last, the tapes have been commercially
reproduced. The cost is $69.95 for a
four VHS cassette set. Details are in the
current Churchill Stores catalog. Call
Gail Greenly at 603-746-3452. These
tapes are sold with a small margin to
benefit the Churchill Center and, we
appreciate your ordering from us.

CHURCHILL CALENDAR 2001
All postings welcome; owing to our quarterly schedule, we need copy at least three months in advance.

•11 August: New England summer picnic and book discussion, Hopkinton, NH. Topic:
William Manchester's The Last Lion. Contact: Suzanne Sigman (ssigman@mediaone.net),

42 Dudley Lane, Milton MA 02186, tel. (617) 696-1833.

• 24-26 August: Visit of USS Winston S. Churchill to Portsmouth, UK. Contact: Nigel
Knocker (nigel@icsuksaf.demon.co.uk), tel. (01380) 828609, full address on page 2.

• 28 September: Lansdowne Churchill Dinner. Contact: Gerald Dumont, Lansdowne Resort
Hotel, 44050 Woodridge Pkwy., Lansdowne VA 20176, tel. (800) 541-4801.

• 30 November: 127th birthday celebration, Kenneth Rendell Museum of World War II,
Natick, MA. Contact: Suzanne Sigman (ssigman@mediaone.net) sec address above.

• 30 November: 127th birthday celebration, Hotel Captain Cook, Anchorage AK. Contact:
James Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu), tel. (907) 786-4740, address on page 2.

OUR PREMIER EVENTS FOR 2001

• 2-3 November: Student Seminar, RMS Queen Mary, Long Beach, CA: "Winston
Churchill: A Leadership Model for the 21st Century." Contact: John Plumpton

(savrola@winstonchurchill.org), tel. (416) 495-9641, full address on page 2.
Accommodations: Queen Mary, tel. (562) 435-3511. Mention the CC special rate of $149.

• 4-7 November: 18th International Churchill Conference, San Diego, Calif. Contact:
Judith Kambestad (jammpott@aol.com), 1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705,
tel. (714) 838-4741. Accommodations: Hotel del Coronado, tel. (800) HOTEL-DEL.
A registration packet will be mailed shortly, but you should reserve your room now.
Call 800-HOTEL-DEL. Mention the preferred rates beginning at $220 per night.

There is a wide choice of alternative accommodation, including guest houses
and B&Bs. For information contact the San Diego visitor center

(www.sandiego.org) or telephone (800) 872-6343.

Wilderness Years II?
LONDON, MARCH 5TH— Ridley Scott, di-
rector of "Gladiator" and horror movie
"Hannibal," is to make a £5 million
film about Winston Churchill for the
BBC. Entitled "The Lonely War," it
will focus on the 1930s, when
Churchill was out of power and fight-
ing an isolated campaign to persuade
Britain of the threat posed by Nazi Ger-
many. Actors Albert Finney (nominated
for a "best supporting actor" Oscar for
his part in "Erin Brockovich") and
Michael Gambon have been ap-
proached to play the lead role. Gambon
played lead in last year's successful West
End revival of Harold Pinter's "The
Caretaker." He will also appear later
this year in Mel Smith's feature film
"High Heels and Low Life."

The 90-minute drama is to be
made by the production company Scott

runs with his brother, director Tony
Scott. "Hannibal," a sequel to "Silence
of the Lambs," has made millions
worldwide, despite criticism that it glo-
rifies violence. "The Lonely War" will
be broadcast on BBC1 in Britain early
next year, and the BBC and the Scott
brothers hope that it will also be shown
overseas in cinemas.

David Thompson, head of BBC
Films, which is co-financing the ven-
ture, said that the drama emphasised
the human side of Britain's wartime
leader, by focusing on his relationship
with his wife, Clementine, and his love
for Chartwell, the house near Wester-
ham, Kent, that they shared. It will also
feature Churchill's great rival at the
time, Neville Chamberlain. Instead of
being portrayed as the weak appeaser
many view him as today, he will be
shown as a dynamic and intelligent
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prime minister. The script was written
by Hugh Whitemore, who has pro-
duced a number of historical dramas,
including "A Letter of Resignation,"
about the Profumo scandal, and
"Breaking the Code," about the com-
puter genius Alan Turing. "The sense of
history informs everything I really enjoy
doing," Whitemore says. "It has to do
with making sense of the passage of
time, whether it is a lifetime or an age
or a century." —Oliver Poole

Editor's note: It will be interesting
to compare this production with the
Robert Hardy "Wilderness Years,"
which will be hard to top, despite the
loose portrayal of Clementine by actress
Sean Phillips {FH 38). Whenever film
makers say they will show us "the
human side" we think in terms of am-
bushes like BBC's "The Churchills" a
few years ago, in which human failings
are built up to epic proportions and the
big things are missed or misrepresented.
"The sense of history" also no doubt in-
forms Oliver Stone....We live in hope.

Speaking of Which...
LONDON, FEBRUARY 2oTH— BBC Radio 4
produced an interesting program docu-
menting Churchill's approach to Euro-
pean Union, which may still be avail-
able on BBC's audio-video site:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/audio-
video/default.stm. On Churchill's view
of European Union after the war, the
words "visionary" and "practical" were
frequently repeated, and many were
pleased to hear the voice of Sir John
Colville. This very good account was
inevitably touched by BBC's pro-Eu-
rope viewpoint. Churchill is "prescient"
when he proclaims the need for united
Europe, but he is a Victorian throwback
when he says Britain has her own
dream. His 1946-50 speeches on united
Europe are presented with few qualifi-
cations, while his post-1950 reserva-
tions about British integration are
blamed on his Victorian upbringing.

The program accurately described
Churchill's "radical" call for rapproche-
ment between France and Germany
after the war, pointing up the ironies
(postwar Labour wished that he would
shut up, today's Labour is pro-integra-

tion; Churchill urged unity, Margaret
Thatcher didn't). But the program
missed the at least equivalent irony that
Britain has spent the last 400 years
striving to create a balance of power on
the continent, which has united suffi-
ciently to absorb Britain.

Like much of Churchill's thought,
his views on Europe were more com-
plex than can be related in half an
hour—or, we fear, represented evenly.
FH welcomes a review of this program
by a qualified scholar. Our quibbles
aside, it is definitely worth hearing.

Firebombing Dresden
It is oft repeated that Churchill

"ordered" the firebombing of Dresden

as a "vicious payback" for the German
bombing of Coventry (which Churchill
is often accused of allowing to burn
rather than reveal his access to the Ger-
man codes—see FH 35). Who's right
about Dresden? Before we get into that,
let us remember that there was a war
on, and who the enemy was. Had he
the means, Hitler would cheerfully have
flattened London and everyone in it.

Apropos Dresden, we referred to
Dr. Chris Harmon, a CC academic ad-
viser and professor at the Marine Corps
University, Quantico, Virginia, author
of the 1991 monograph "Are We Beasts?"
Churchill on the Moral Question ofWorld
War II "Area Bombing. "The Naval War

continued overleaf

Color Prints Available
1) Barrie Linklater

Readers who admired the
cover and centerspread in FH
109, featuring Barrie Linklater's
painting ofWSC "He revered our
past, defended our democracy and
inspires our future," may order
prints of this splendid work.
These will be identical to the cen-
terspread and on slightly heavier
paper, but blank on the reverse.

* In North America send US$20payable to "Churchill Center" to the Editor,
PO Box 385, Hopkinton NH 03229.

• In UK and Europe send £15 payable to "ICS (UK)" to the Society, PO Box
1257, Melksham, Wilts. SN12 6GQ, England.

Some members may prefer a much higher quality reproduction, in which case
they should notify respective organisation; the exact cost of this will depend on the
scale of demand, but might be in the region of $120 in North America and £85 in
UK; postage and packing extra. This version can be produced by a light-resistant
photographic process in a size rather larger than that in FH 109 (approximately
20x14") and mounted on card with a margin, signed by the artist and ready for
framing.—Paul Courtenay

2) USS Churchill
Color prints ofDDG81,

taken from the centerspread of
this issue but without staple-
marks or printing on the back
and with a white border, are
available from Churchill Stores.

To order send US$15 to
Churchill Stores, PO Box 96,
Contoocook NH 03229 USA.
(UKmembers may order these

for £10 from ICS/UK, PO Box 1257, Melksham, Wilts. SN12 6GQ.)
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Firebombing Dresden...
College Review office in Newport
Rhode Island offers free copies. See
their website (www.nwc.navy.mil) or
contact Ms. Pat Goodrich, tel. (401)
841-6583 (goodricp@nwc.navy.mil).

Dr. Harmon writes: "Since writing
Are We Beasts? I've had a chance to read
a few new things on the bombing, and
much more on the war. And for what
it's worth, I've never been told there's
anything wrong with what I've pub-
lished. So I'll summarize what I know.

"Churchill did not think well of
area bombing but began to believe it
could be a grim necessity after (1) he
watched devastating German air attacks
on Warsaw, Rotterdam, and other
places full of noncombatants; and (2)
he could see precious few ideas for hit-
ting back. In the ever-lengthening
build-up to Normandy, the bomber of-
fensive was about the best he had to
hurt the Germans and their industrial
war effort. Later, when he saw France
liberated, Germany's defensive lines
being pierced, and the war being won,
he quickly lost taste for it.

"Churchill's head of Bomber Com-
mand, Air Marshal Harris, seemed to
think German morale might still be
broken by bombing, but Churchill re-
buked him after Dresden, and again,
just as strongly for bombing Potsdam
shortly thereafter. His mind had already
turned to how the Allies would govern
and occupy Germany; the time for de-
stroying it was passing.

"Harris had none of Churchill's
moral qualms about the strategic
bombing campaign, or if he did, he hid
them well. He created a list of some
fifty major target cities, usually selected
for their size, war production, or critical
location on transportation routes. Har-
ris was grimly working through die list,
complaining when the Combined
Chiefs 'distracted' him with special tar-
gets related to ground campaigns or
special interests like oil or U-boat pens.

"Dresden was on another list at
Bomber Command—a short list of
early 1945 targets that should be flat-
tened to aid the Russian offensive.
Churchill had frequently pressed Harris
to use his bombers to aid the Russians,

but they never talked about Dresden
particularly, to my knowledge. It was
one of several towns at the right time
and place whose bombing would help
the Red Army's advance in that sector.
Also, John Colville's memoirs record,
there had been a report that Axis armor
was moving through the town. In short,
Dresden was not a vengeance target,
but a military one, and one more 'built
up area' that was to be destroyed like
the others in Germany."

Marigold Frances Churchill died in 1921, aged two years
and nine months, of septicaemia, a minor ailment with

today's antibiotics. Her grave, with its beautiful monument
by Eric Gill, is in Kensal Green Cemetery, London.

Giving Away Marigold
LONDON, MARCH 25TH— The Sunday Tele-
graph reported that Clementine
Churchill offered in 1918 to give
Marigold, the Churchill's fourth child,
to the family of General Sir Ian Hamil-
ton (he of Gallipoli fame), who had
been unable to have a child. There is no
suggestion that Winston Churchill even
knew of the offer. The information
came from Mrs. Hamilton's diaries, re-
cently uncovered by Celia Lee, the wife
of John Lee, who has just published a
biography of Hamilton. Apparently,
there is also an article by Andrew

Roberts on the Churchills' financial dif-
ficulties, and how this may have con-
tributed to the offer. -Robert Courts

If Shakespeare,
Why Not Churchill?
How About This, Scholars?
NEW YORK, MARCH 5TH— "Tradition rec-
ommends that one study the Talmud
not in private, but with a teacher-com-
panion at one's side," writes Michael
Potemra in National Review. "A similar
tradition has evolved with respect to the
central works of the Western secular
canon." Potemra describes the latest ad-
dition to this genre on Shakespeare, to
stand alongside Mark Van Doren's edi-
tion of Shakespeare: It is W.H. Auden's
Lectures on Shakespeare (Princeton, 398
pp., $29.95). This is a reconstruction,
"from notes taken by students and
amanuenses—of a course of twenty-
eight lectures given by the great British
poet in 1946-47 at New York's New
School for Social Research. Auden ex-
amines Shakespeare's texts from the
point of view of a working poet, and
this keeps his erudition from succumb-
ing to pedantry....Auden's lectures can
be read with profit not just as a com-
mentary, but as an anthology of the
most revelatory passages of Shakespeare.
A 15-page appendix lists all the passages
Auden underlined in his copy of Shake-
speare's complete works; to read
through the underlinings of an insight-
ful reader is an excellent way to deepen
one's own second reading of a text."

What a boon such an approach
would be to Churchill! Imagine the lim-
idess profit of being able to read what
Leo Strauss had to say about Churchill's
Marlborough to his students at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, alongside underlined
passages from Strauss's own copy; or
Martin Gilbert on the "Wilderness
Years," coupled to his favorite passages
from Arms and the Covenant; or Man-
fred Weidhorn's ruminations on just
about any Churchill title, with his un-
derlinings from his copy.

If anyone would like to try some-
thing like this for Finest Hour, they
would have the editor's instant atten-
tion and enthusiasm.
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Local & National
London
FEBRUARY 14TH— One hundred years ago
today the newly elected Member for
Oldham first took his seat in Parlia-
ment. The centenary of this milestone
was marked by the International
Churchill Society (UK) on 15th Febru-
ary 2001 with a reception in the
Churchill Room at the House of Com-
mons. Over 100 Society members and
their guests attended, including Lady
Soames, the Duke of Marlborough, the
Hon Nicholas Soames MP, and the
Hon Celia Sandys. Also at the reception
were Lord Jenkin of Roding who, as
Patrick Jenkin, became MP for
Wanstead and Woodford in 1964 on
Churchill's retirement and rose to be-
come a Cabinet minister; and ICS
(UK) member Eleanor Laing, MP for
Epping Forest, the new name for Sir
Winston's old seat. Another guest was
Piers Brendon, who retired in March
from the post of Keeper of the
Churchill Archives Centre at Churchill
College, Cambridge.

Historian Andrew Roberts, an ICS
(UK) member, gave a short talk on
Churchill's election in October 1900,
and went on to describe WSC's maiden
speech, delivered four days after taking
his seat, with some of the reactions to
it. Mr. Roberts is author of Eminent
Churchillians (FH 85, p. 38, FH 95, p.
4) along with biographies of Halifax
(The Holy Fox) and Salisbury (Victorian
Titan).

Kentucky
L O U I S V I L L E ,

MARCH 29-30TH—

In cooperation
with The
Churchill Cen-
ter and the In-
tercollegiate
Studies Insti-
tute, the Mc-
Connell Cen-
ter for Political
L e a d e r s h i p
sponsored a Churchill mini-conference
at the University of Louisville. Speakers

The McConnell Center

on March 29th were John Lukacs
("Churchill and the Historical Problem
of Vision and Character") and James W.
Muller ("Winston Churchill as
Writer"). A seminar discussion on
Churchill's leadership was then held by
Lukacs, Muller and Stephen Hayward,
author of Churchill on Leadership. The
next day, Prof. Muller conducted a sem-
inar on "The Education of Winston
Churchill," followed by a luncheon at
which Mr. Hayward spoke on
"Churchill's Lengthening Shadow: The
Permanent Traits of Leadership."

"Developing our own leadership
skills is, in part, about following the
'glow worms' of the past—those extra-
ordinary leaders who in their actions
and words teach timeless lessons of
leadership," stated the McConnell Cen-
ter program. "As Churchill himself put
it, 'The longer you look back, the fur-
ther you can look forward.' Commem-
orating the 100th anniversary of Win-
ston Churchill first taking a seat in Par-
liament, the McConnell Center is
pleased to present this small conference
revisiting the life, thought, and actions
of this sage thinker, prolific author, ac-
complished artist, and extraordinary
wartime leader...who may have saved
Western Civilization." Events like this

are what The Churchill Center is all
about, and we were pleased to be a part-
ner in this excellent event.

Havengore News
LONDON, MARCH 10TH— Progress contin-
ues on the restoration of Havengore, the
City of London vessel which bore Sir
Winston's coffin in 1965, now being re-
furbished by a trust for educational pur-
poses. Early last year, as interior work
proceeded, we requested suggestions for
names of Havengore's two aft cabins.
Many very good suggestions were sub-
mitted, including Walmer, Winston,
Spencer, Marlborough, Malakand,
Bladon and Spitfire. Chartwell and
Blenheim were the most popular sug-
gestions and the two aft cabins of
Havengore will be named in honor of
these family and ancestral homes.

A founding member of The
Havengore Club and ICS (UK) mem-
ber James Glibbery has very kindly of-
fered to donate the brass nameplates for
the cabin doors. Also, we are pleased to
announce that the long anticipated
hotel next to Havengore's berth has
now opened and, as promised, the
restaurant is called "Havengore." A se-
ries of photographs about Havengore

continued overleaf

REMEMBER WINSTON CHURCHILL

Will future generations remember?
Will the ideas you cherish now be sustained then?

Will someone articulate your principles?
Who will guide your grandchildren, your faith and your country?

There is an answer.

The Churchill Center Associates (page 2) are people who have committed $10,000
or more, over five years, all tax-deductible, to the Churchill Center and Society

Endowment funds earning interest in the United States and Canada.

With their help—and yours—those earnings guarantee
that The Churchill Center will endure as a powerful voice,

sustaining those beliefs Sir Winston and you hold dear.
Now. And for future generations.

If you would like to consider becoming a Churchill Center Associate
please contact

Richard M. Langworth, Chairman, Board of Trustees
(888) 454-2275 • malakand@conknet.com
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Havengore...
and tributes to Sir Winston Churchill
will soon adorn this popular and stylish
establishment. —Sally Browne, The
Havengore Trust (unvw.havengore.com)

North Texas
DALLAS, MARCH 3RD— Churchillians held a
dinner for about 25 people at the Lake-
wood Country Club tonight. Finest
Hour contributor Chris Hanger spoke
on the suspenseful five-day period in
May 1940 covered by Prof. John Lukacs
in his recent book, Five Days in London,
May 1940. Lukacs ably recounts the
days when Winston Churchill, as prime
minister, convinced his cabinet col-
leagues to continue the war against
Germany. His principal opponent was
Lord Halifax, who favored contacting
Germany regarding terms for cessation
of hostilities. Mr. Hanger adapted
Lukacs's findings with other material he
had researched, following a chronology
to show the increasing tension between
Churchill and Halifax, which reached a
crescendo on May 28th, when
Churchill prevailed. Chris also com-
mented on the lack of "press leaks" of
the question being debated, something
that might be considerably harder to
prevent today. A spirited comment ses-
sion followed.

Our crusading contributor in North Texas, ('hm Hanger,
at work at McNeil High School, April 1 lth. In addition to
taking the Churchill saga to young people in his commu-

nity, Chris prepares the article abstracts for our depart-
ment, "Inside the Journals," and is an avid bibliophile to
boot. He thus ranks as one of our Great Contemporaries.

AUSTIN, APRIL i iTH— Building a head of
steam, Chris Hanger spent today at
McNeil High School, teaching three
classes to seniors on the Battle of
Britain and the life of Winston
Churchill. McNeil is a nationally recog-
nized facility, part of the Round Rock
Independent School District. Over sixty

DATELINES

students attended the three lectures,
which began with a short video tape
presentation. Chris then picked up the
story by detailing the strategy of the
battle, its several phases, and the aircraft
involved, explaining the relevance of
the outcome to the Second World War.

The Battle of Britain portion of the
lecture began with a PowerPoint presen-
tation that combined period British
newspapers with photographs and other
material. The second part of the presen-
tation explained the highlights of Sir
Winston's life, his excellence as a leader
and historian, and ended with a discus-
sion of his state funeral. The recent
commissioning of USS Winston S.
Churchill was also described, along with
other information concerning The
Churchill Center. The students, who
asked numerous good questions, were
given two magazine articles on
Churchill's life, and a CC "Study His-
tory" poster was presented to their
teacher for use in future classes.

North Texas: Belated Report
AUSTIN, JUNE 21ST, 2000— William S. Liv-
ingston, Professor Emeritus and Senior
Vice President of The University of
Texas at Austin, spoke today about
"The Politics and Wit of Sir Winston
Churchill" at the Ex-Students Associa-
tion. The audience comprised 150 for-
mer students and was part of the annual
Campus Update program. The lecture
began with a short history of
Churchill's early years, family history,
military experience and entry into jour-
nalism. It explored WSC's ability to in-
ject humor into conversation and de-
bate; Prof. Livingston also covered
WSC's extraordinary career as author
and journalist, from his early war corre-
spondent days in India, the Sudan and
South Africa, to his biographies, war
memoirs and histories.

A member of the faculty since
1949, Prof. Livingston has held many
academic and administrative positions
at the University. During the 1960s, he
was chairman of the Government De-
partment, with a teaching emphasis on
British government and politics. His
engaging and clear lecture style made
for a most enjoyable talk.

Southern California
MARCH 18TH— Southern California
Churchillians were joined at a Sunday
brunch by members from San Fran-
cisco, San Diego and as far away as
Toronto, the latter represented by John
and Ruth Plumpton. John, President of
The Churchill Center, gave a preview of
the exciting events being planned as far
ahead as 2005. Judy Kambestad, who
directs the local organization for the up-
coming International Churchill Con-
ference in San Diego this November,
told of the exciting activities planned
for the affair. She thanked the many
members who are assisting.

T h e
highlight
of the
gathering
was a pre-
sentation
by Profes-
sor David
Freeman
e n t i t l e d
"Winston
Churchill
a n d Leo Leopolds. Amery in 1935.

Amery." He discussed the joint activi-
ties of the two politicians, both gradu-
ates of Harrow, where Amery excelled
in his studies while Churchill tried to
convince us, in his My Early Life, that
he himself was a poor student. Both
went to South Africa as correspondents
during the Boer War, Amery for The
Times and Churchill for the Morning
Post. Both planned to be aboard on the
fateful journey of the armoured train
but, while Churchill boarded, Amery
overslept and missed it. Both entered
Parliament: Churchill in 1900, Amery
in 1910. Amery supported Joseph
Chamberlain's "Imperial Preference"
while Churchill supported Free Trade.
Amery joined Lord Milner in the Colo-
nial Office. After Milner left and
Churchill headed the Colonial Office,
Amery worked for WSC.

Dr. Freeman discussed the differ-
ence in the two statesmen's attitudes to-
wards India and their parallels in warn-
ing England about the Nazi menace.
Like Churchill, Amery opposed Neville
Chamberlain's Munich appeasement
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policy and powerfully backed Churchill
for the leadership. After the evacuation
of Trondheim, Norway, by the British,
and during the Parliamentary debate of
7 May 1940, Amery quoted Oliver
Cromwell in addressing Chamberlain:
"You have sat here too long for any
good you have been doing. Depart, I
say, and let us have done with you. In
the name of God, go!"

Tragically for Leo Amery, his son John
became enamored of the Hitler regime
and stayed in Germany during the war,
broadcasting propaganda speeches.
After the war he was convicted as a trai-
tor and hanged in December 1945. Leo
Amery never really recovered from this
family tragedy. He lost his seat in 1945
and died in 1955.

Northern California
OAKLAND, MARCH 31ST— Michael
Jacquemet-Barrington brought a large
number of Churchillians together today
to discuss plans for future activities in
the Bay Area. He also contributed a dis-
cussion on "Roosevelt, Stalin and
Churchill: An Unlikely Wartime Al-
liance," which will eventually be pub-
lished in Finest Hour or Churchill Pro-
ceedings. One of the most extraordinary
aspects of World War II, Michael said,
"was the high degree of cooperation be-
tween Great Britain and the United
States, a relationship born out of friend-
ship and necessity. As more and more
of the documents of the period become
available it becomes increasingly clear
that this unique instance of cooperation
resulted from the accident of history
that brought Franklin D. Roosevelt and
Winston Spencer Churchill into promi-
nence." He went on to comment on an
even more remarkable addition to the
alliance, Marshal Stalin. Future meet-
ings are planned. Contact: Michael
Jacquemet-Barrington (majb7016@aol.com)
34263 Eucalyptus Terrace, Fremont CA
94555, telephone (510) 791-2305.

Chicago
APRIL 24TH— CC Vice President Bill Ives
was the speaker at the Spring meeting
of Chicago area Churchillians. Also pre-
sent was CC Trustee and longtime
chairman of the Council of Churchill

AROUND & ABOUT

The massive (and unexpurgated) Alanbrooke Di-
aries—not the previously-sanitized ones pub-

lished in the late Fifties—were published in May,
with extracts running in the Daily Telegraph, reports
Graham Robson. "It looks like dynamite to me."
More grist undoubtedly for the Feet of Clay
School—but a prominent member of the Churchill
family tells FH: "We have broad backs"....The Sir
Winston Churchill Society of Calgary held its annual
dinner on April 21st, with keynote speaker Lord Jellicoe, a tremendous speaker
whose remarks we know were enjoyed by our colleagues....Dwelling on
Churchill's fortitude against constant disaster in the Second World War, honorary
member Lord Deedes wrote in the Daily Telegraph of a recollection from Vic
Oliver, WSC's son-in-law. One evening in 1941, Churchill came down from his
study "looking inexpressibly grim." Scenting there had been a disaster but know-
ing he would not reveal it, Mrs. Churchill quietly poured him a glass of port.
Oliver went to the piano and, on reflection, began Beethoven's Appassionata
sonata. Churchill rose to his feet and thundered: "Stop. Don't play that!" Oliver
asked, "What's the matter? Don't you like it?" Churchill replied, "Nobody plays
the Dead March in my house." Knowing that Churchill was notoriously unmusi-
cal, the company laughed. Oliver turned back to the piano: "But surely, sir, you
can tell the difference between this..." and he struck a few chords of the Appassion-
ata "and..." Before he could finish Churchill thundered again: "Stop it! stop it! I
want no Dead March, I tell you!" The next day it was announced that the battle-
ship HMS Hood had been sunk after a shell from the German battleship Bis-
marck passed through its light armour and exploded in the stern magazine. Of the
93 officers and 1324 ratings, three had been saved....On March 22nd the History
Channel aired a program about how HMS Devonshire, after starting to pick up
sailors from the sunken German battleship Bismarck, suddenly sailed away, leav-
ing hundreds of Germans slowly freezing in the water. Lost in the dialogue was
one sentence about Devonshire receiving a warning of a U-boat in the vicinity. No
one speculated on whether the U-boat would have refrained from torpedoing De-
vonshire while she was dead in the water, killing all the rescued Germans as well as
their comrades....Chris Dunford (chris@covesoftware.com) to the CC Listserv:
There have been numerous discussions here and elsewhere about continuing ef-
forts on the part of certain scholars to discredit Churchill using modern day sensi-
bilities. Many members have made the point that individuals must be judged in
the context of their own time, not in the context of the observer's time. While
reading, of all things, a science fiction novel, I came across the following passage.
It is in reference to Christopher Columbus—another target of political correct-
ness—remarkably apropos of Churchill: "His vices were the vices of his time and
culture, but his virtues transcended the milieu of his life. He was a great man. I
have no wish to undo the life of a great man." $

Organizations, Ambassador Paul H.
Robinson, just back from Norfolk,
where he had received the Churchill
Center Blenheim Award. Bill Ives dis-
cussed the forthcoming San Diego con-
ference, and answered numerous ques-
tions about the goals and projects of the
Churchill Center. He was even able to
inform several present that The

Churchill Center succeeded ICS USA
five years ago, and the reasons why it
did: mainly because of our greatly ex-
panded scope and our educational pro-
grams. Future Chicago meetings are
planned. Contact Phil or Susan Larson,
email parkerfox@msn.com or telephone
(708) 352-6825.

continued overleaf
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Jaipur, India
Lecturing Indians on the qualities

of Winston Churchill is a task compa-
rable to lecturing Americans on the
greatness of George III. But Inder Dan
Ratnu pursues his quest tenaciously.
The author of two unique books, Lay-
man's Questions about Churchill and Al-
ternative to Churchill (reviewed in FH
106, available from the CC New Book
Service), he has been giving his lecture,
"Churchill and Freedom" to young peo-
ple, where he reports progress:

"At one address to about 150 stu-
dents, my listeners were very young in-
deed, 4th and 5th standard; but this
turned out to be a very special occasion.
I began by asking if anyone had heard
the name of Churchill. Only one raised
his hand, and couldn't say who
Churchill was. When I asked if they
had heard about Hitler, nearly 70% re-
sponded! This made me realise how im-
portant it was to keep talking....

"It was a good academic-social ex-
periment to realise where I stood in re-
spect to this work. Following my speech
I was surprised when four very young

"I asked if anyone had
heard the name of

Churchill. Only one
raised his hand...

When I asked if they had
heard about Hitler, nearly

70% responded.
This made me realise
how important it was

to keep talking...."

kids came forward and purchased Lay-
man books. None of the schools had
ever purchased more than one copy be-

fore. Now, wherever I go, I
make it a point to speak in
part or at important junc-
tures in Hindi, even if the
school standard is English.
This helps develop better
understanding. At Hindi
schools I give the entire
speech in Hindi, except for
the recitation of Churchill's
original words. In the near

future I will take my talk to rural areas
as well as urban centers, and to other
cities and other states including Gu-
jarat, the home state of Mahatma
Gandhi himself."

Mr. Ratnu welcomes mail and
email from fellow Churchillians, and
offers many interesting perspectives (see
article below for his addresses, and an
example of what he's up against).

New England
NATICK, MASS., APRIL 28TH— Over sixty
members and friends today enjoyed a
combination of Kenneth Rendell's in-
comparable museum of World War II

continued >>>

CHURCHILL AND THE INDIANS
INDER DAN RATNU

Trecendy had discussion with a senior state leader of Ra-
-Ljasthan, an old veteran who happens also to be a friend. A
staunch Gandhian, he has been thrice Member of Parliament,
twice a member of his state legislature, and a respected minister
at both state and centre (federal) levels.

When I apprised him of my campaign of speeches about
Churchill at educational institutions, a sarcastic smile crossed
his face: "You must know that Churchill was the foremost
enemy of India; yet you are devoted to him. Why?" I replied,
"If Churchill had not defended democracy, we wouldn't have it
here; people like me could never have the kind of life I am
having, nor could you have become the leader you are." He de-
nied this, saying, "Churchill's war with Hitler had nothing to
do with that."

For a moment I wondered if I should invite him to one of
my lectures on Churchill and Freedom, since a rebuttal right
on the stage could be embarrassing, and confusing for the stu-

Mr. Ratnu is anxious to hear from readers who wish to "talk Churchill." He
particularly seeks advice on how he might lecture abroad. Write him at
C-7, Vaishali Nagar, Jaipur, India, PIN 302-021. E-mail: id@datainfosys.net.

dents. But Churchill never avoided political arguments so,
gadiering courage, I asked if he would attend one of my ap-
pearances. "I am asking particularly because the gulf between
your ideas and mine is substantial," I said. "Why not?" he
replied, "differences are a part of democracy. If you invite me I
shall come."

I asked the editor of Finest Hour why he thought
Churchill had been so silent on die question of India during
his wartime premiership. He first directed me to Sir Martin
Gilberts official biography, Volume V, pages 617-19, on
Churchill's overtures to Gandhi after the India Bill had passed
in 1935. Sir Martin also reports a friendly exchange between
Churchill and Gandhi in 1908, when Churchill supported
Gandhis campaign for equal rights for Indians in South Africa.
Churchill was totally absorbed by the war; also, Churchill had
sent die Cripps Mission to India, although some scholars think
he made its work difficult. In the 1950s, Churchill became
very fond of Nehru, with whom he got on famously as a fellow
old Harrovian. All this could be die subject of an interesting
article.

Such facts underscore Churchill's basic magnanimity, even
in defeat, and suggest a more openminded attitude toward
India than critics claim. Churchill's public refusal to oppose
independence after the war endorses his commitment to

continued »>
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New England...
and a lecture by Dr. John Mather,
CC Associate and Governor, on
myths surrounding Winston
Churchill's health.

Dr. Mather deftly put to rest
numerous canards, including the
date of Churchill's first stroke
(later than you think), and his al-
coholic consumption (much less
than people imagine).

Ken Rendell, the eminent au-
tograph dealer, has been collecting
artifacts from World War II—German,
Japanese, American, French, British—
for forty years. But until his private mu-
seum opened last November, no one
knew the extraordinary depth of his
holdings, or of the impression they
make on exhibit. Their extent is phe-
nomenal, and the effect—especially of
the Third Reich material—is colossal. In
design and impact, the Nazi parapher-
nalia, from Hitler's personal chinaware,
pocket watch and spectacles to patriotic
posters, banners and even toys, the ma-
terial offers mute testimony to Nazi skill
in what Rendell calls "the merchandis-

"Kem" in Le Petit Parisien, 6Apr44

ing of a war." In the beginning, racism is
not in evidence; instead smiling Ger-
mans are exhorted to help a fatherly
Fiihrer build a new, prosperous Ger-
many. The evil rises gradually, building
to the crescendo of 1939.

Being private, die museum is not
held to any standards of public display;
some passageways are narrow, most of
the items are out in the open. Children
are discouraged from visiting, lest they
begin playing with swastika-emblazoned
toy tanks, planes and submarines, like

the Hitler Jugend did in the
1930s, all according to the Nazi
plan of saturation-propaganda.
You wander along, microphones
quietly providing background:
The Horst Wessel Song and
Hitler's orations; the wail of sirens
and Churchill's speeches of defi-
ance; the bombs at Pearl Harbor
and Roosevelt's declaration;
Eisenhower announcing the Nor-
mandy invasion; air crew dis-
cussing what they had just

dropped on Hiroshima. Here, as
nowhere else, the greatest convulsion in
history comes frighteningly alive.

Anyone able to be in Natick (out-
side Boston) on November 30th may
like to save the date. We will gather
here again that evening at a black tie
banquet celebrating Sir Winston
Churchill's 127th birthday. Our thanks
to John Mather, to Ken Rendell and his
staff, and to Suzanne Sigman, our New
England organizer. Can you help orga-
nize future events? Email ssigman@me-
diaone.net or phone (617) 696-1833.

continued overleaf

The author with his daughter Mumal.

the Adantic Charter, which had
been a bold step forward for an Im-
perial prime minister in 1941, de-
spite what he said about it not ap-
plying to the Empire.

Such facts encourage my ef-
fort to get people to think. The real
lesson is die preciousness of democ-
racy: precious enough for a small is-
land nation to sacrifice everything
for it. Democracy uplifts us all, as

reiterated by Churchill in his October 1940 broadcast to
France: "Long live also the forward march of die common peo-
ple in all the lands towards their just and true inheritance, and
towards the broader and fuller age."

Equally important in die life of democracies is the mainte-
nance of decorum among elected officials. I like to emphasize
how Churchill respected democracy by gracefully accepting
electoral defeat so many times, particularly in 1945 when he
wanted so badly to win. In India this can serve as a great les-
son. Young people are our inheritors, and will need to practice
similar democratic decorum.

There is, finally, a need to understand the distinction be-

tween independence and freedom. Even if we in India had at-
tained independence, which was die aim of Gandhi, the com-
mon citizen would not necessarily have had freedom with it.
Democracy had never existed in this country. It was intro-
duced, rather imposed, by die British. Had it been destroyed in
Britain, we would never have had it here. And Hider had quite
something else in mind for India and die rest of Asia.

Recently I spoke
with Indian military
officers who may or-
ganise one of my talks.
There I am likely to
mention another cor-
nerstone of democracy j
which Churchill prac-
ticed: the subordina-
tion of the military to
civilian authority.
The violation of this basic principle has led to derailment of
democracies in India's neighbourhood, and die disturbance of
peace and prosperity. Thus I alter my messages based on die
audiences involved. Of course, recitation of the war speeches is
likely to be most interesting to the officer class, which has
changed dramatically from its oudook ten years ago. $

Sharing Churchill's humour with M.A.
students, University ofRajasthan
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DATELINES

"MESSAGE, PASSION, SPONTANEITY": CHRIS MATTHEWS'S CHURCHILL LECTURE

WASHINGTON, APRIL 19TH— Christopher

Matthews, host of "Hardball" on
MSNBC and CNBC and a nationally
syndicated columnist, delivered the Sec-
ond Churchill Lecture to an overflow
audience of George Washington Uni-
versity students at GW's new Media
and Public Affairs building.

The lecture was broadcast live by
C-Span and twice repeated over the
weekend. Video #163799 may be or-
dered from www.c-span.org at $52
postpaid; Churchill Stores will be sell-
ing them for much less if you don't
mind waiting a few weeks. So far as we
know this was the first time a Churchill
Center event has been broadcast to a
live national television audience.

University Marshal Jill Kasle intro-
duced our good friend Stephen Joel
Trachtenberg, President of the Univer-
sity, who had approved our proposal
and set plans in motion.

Finest Hour editor Richard Lang-
worth introduced our speaker: "Person-
ally I find it fascinating to hear the
thoughts of someone who happens to
speak to five million people a night.
Anyone who watches 'Hardball' will
know Chris's style, which is more or less
like Churchill's on the floor of the
House—that is to say: in your face.
James Carville famously defied him: 'If
you don't shut up and let me answer
your questions I'm just going to sit here
saying nothing, so then where's your in-
terview?' Chris survives encounters like
that by adopting Churchill's cool phi-
losophy: 'In war you can only be killed
once—but in politics, many times.'"

Matthews held his audience for 25
minutes with a journalist's appreciation
of Churchill, emphasizing WSC's
never-give-in philosophy and devotion
to principle, contrasting the Churchill
saga with his own political experiences:
"Maine Senator Edmund Muskie, for
whom I once worked, told me that
there is only one reason to be in poli-
tics: 'In order to be proven right about
something when everyone thought you
were wrong.' That was Churchill's expe-
rience."

Chris Matthews, left, with CC Vice President Bill Ives and Jack Kemp during commissioning
ceremonies for USS Winston S. Churchill, March 10th. Messrs. Matthews and Kemp are The

Churchill Center's newest Trustees. Matthews spoke at a CC dinner on the evening of the com-
missioning. Unlike his well-prepared lecture, his dinner remarks were completely ad libbed.

"There are three things that
make a politician great: message,
passion and spontaneity.
Churchill had all three. Lacking
any one of them prevents a politi-
cian from gaining the top rank.
Clinton had passion and spon-
taneity, but no galvanizing mes-
sage, and fell short. The jury's still
out on the present incumbent.
Churchill was often wrong—
sometimes badly wrong—but he
was right about the big things: the
Nazis and the Communists. And
that in the end was what mat-
tered—what made him great."

After the lecture Matthews was en-
gaged by his student audience, who
fired a battery of challenging questions
ranging from the sinking of the Lusita-
nia (did Churchill set the ship up? an-
swer: no), to whether today's China is
reminiscent of yesteryear's Germany.
Much discussion centered around the
lack of Churchills today.

One student complained about his
congressman. "What's his name?"

Matthews asked. The student didn't re-
member. "Well, if you can't remember
his name he can't be worth much. Why
don't you run?" "Who, me?" asked the
young man. "Why not?" Matthews
replied. "If you want to make a differ-
ence you must be in the fight. You
might not win the first time; the second
you'll come closer; the third time you'll
beat him. That was Churchill's great
quality—he never quit."

The purpose of the Churchill Lec-
ture is to illustrate Churchill's example
of leadership, statesmanship and citi-
zenship to a student audience. Lecturers
are expected to discuss aspects of
Churchill's life, times, failures and suc-
cesses, but are encouraged to speak pre-
dominantly on modern themes, against
the background of Churchill's wisdom
and experience. They may discuss
Churchill's views on any subject, but
may not speculate as to how Churchill
would view a specific modern issue.

The First Churchill Lecture was
delivered by former U.S. Ambassador
to Britain Raymond Seitz, before an au-
dience of students from the College of
William and Mary in Williamsburg,
Virginia in 1998. (See FH102). $
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ONE BELL: INTRODUCTION

COMMISSIONING DAY

USS WINSTONS. CHURCHILL DDG81
"There were tears in the eyes or many tough old men"

They came from around the world, the people at
Norfolk March 10th, many of them wearing caps
and badges with the names of ships, wars and

generations past. Emotions overflowing, they watched as
the crew of USS Winston S. Churchill ran aboard and
brought her to life. "It was the most moving experience I
can remember," wrote Richard Raffauf of Philadelphia.
"There were tears in the eyes of many tough old men."

One hundred fifty member of The Churchill
Center and Societies were among thousands of guests at
the commissioning of the American warship bearing an
English worthy's name: proof positive that the Anglo-
American "special relationship" lives on. As Lt. Angus
Essenhigh RN set the first watch, being handed the
"Long Glass" by his father, Britain's First Sea Lord, one
could only imagine Churchill himself, cigar glowing
brightly, viewing the proceedings with satisfaction.

Perhaps he was. We recalled his words at
Harvard in 1943: "Twice in my lifetime the long arm of
destiny has reached across the oceans and involved the
entire life and manhood of the United States....The long
arm reaches out remorselessly, and everyone's existence,

environment, and outlook undergo a swift and irre-
sistible change....The price of greatness is responsibility."

On the following pages, in eight articles ordered
according to the eight bells of a naval watch, we bring
you remembrances of that impressive day.

In Norfolk were our Patron, Lady Soames, our entire
Board of Governors, and six of our eight Trustees:
Winston Churchill, Celia Sandys, Jack Kemp, Paul

Robinson, Chris Matthews and Richard Langworth.
Commanding Officer Michael Franken had kindly invit-
ed this party to lunch and a board meeting aboard ship,
and at noon Sunday we boarded DDG81 for a sumptu-
ous selection of Sir Winston's favorite dishes in the offi-
cers' and petty officers' wardrooms.

The time, energy and expense our Governors
and Trustees put in on behalf of the Center and Societies
certainly justified such a marvelous invitation. Still,
nobody could believe where we were. Chief Gary Bowles
and his team had prepared a meal worthy of ChartwelFs
Mrs. Landemare; we were "Bowled" over.

continued overleaf

FINEST HOUR 110/15



Above: Lt. Angus Essenhigh RN camu ilii. Long Glass aboard to set the first watch, proudly observed by his father, Great Britain's First Sea Lord,
Adm. Sir Nigel Essenhigh (far right). Seated with Adm. Essenhigh is Adm. William Crowe USN, who spoke on the USS Wisconsin prayer
service. Below: Color guard bearing the flags of Virginia, Navy, USA and UK and DDG81; and Royal Marine Band at the Sunday services.

Following the ceremonies, The Churchill Center
organized a dinner for some 130 attending members and
friends. CC Trustee Chris Matthews, host of "Hardball"
on MSNBC and CNBC, himself preparing for the
Churchill Lecture five weeks later, was the speaker. Celia
Sandys introduced him with a distinctive testimonial:
"Being interviewed by Chris Matthews is like getting a
drink of water from a fire hydrant." Armed with six key
words he had scrawled on a scrap of paper, our speaker
held us for a 40-minute appreciation of Churchill's
greatness and never-give-in philosophy.

Mr. Matthews particularly admires Churchill's
willingness to say things he knew to be unpopular. "I've
often asked my young audiences if there was anyone
willing to stand up and say something in which they
believed, but knew to be unpopular with the majority of
those present. In the beginning, there were few takers;
today there are more. To me, this is a good thing."

Official ceremonies ended with a prayer service
Sunday morning aboard USS Wisconsin, the sole Iowa-
class battleship still in commission, a veteran of World
War II and naval actions as recent as the Gulf War. She
is now a floating exhibit, though still in readiness. There

was a moving speech by Admiral William Crowe, and
the Royal Marine band played "Amazing Grace" in
honor of those who served and did not return.

What struck everyone on this grand and moving
occasion was the enthusiasm and morale of
officers and crew, and the degree of their

interest in the ship's namesake. Memberships are offered
at half price to crew members; there are already seven
individual members, and twenty-five copies of every-
thing we produce are sent to the ship. The name and
fame of the "Former Naval Person" is well and truly
launched again on the high seas.

After the flags and bunting are put away we
must never forget, as an officer reminded us, that the
primary mission of DDG81 is to fight and win wars. All
hope that this capacity will never be needed. Yet her mis-
sion hasn't changed from the days when her namesake
exhorted his countrymen in Biblical phrases:

"Arm yourselves, and be ye men of valour, and be
in readiness for the conflict, for it is far better to perish in
batde than to look upon the outrage of our nation and our
altars. As the will of God is in heave, even so let it be." M>
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COMMUNICATIONS: DDGSI

LIVING HISTORY
Thank you for the opportunity to

experience living history. My husband
and I were deeply moved by the "Action
That Day." The continuation of all that
Sir Winston represented and fought for
is much needed for future generations.
You must feel pride in seeing your vi-
sion of The Churchill Center touching
lives and preserving history.
TERESA SCOTT WOODSIDE, ALEXANDRIA, VA. USA

NEVER SO IMPRESSED
From the arrival of platform guests,

the march on the Colors, the National
Anthem, the invocation and addresses,
the speakers were clear, concise and
short from that point on I have never
been so impressed. Cdr. Franken's plac-
ing the ship in commission and assum-
ing command were the most moving
experiences I can remember. Charged
with emotion and full to overflowing
we watched as the young men and
women ran to the ship to set the first
watch. As the crew disappeared up the
gangway the funnels issued steam, bells
and whistles sounded, and the ship
came alive. There were tears in the eyes
of many tough old men.
RICHARD RAFFAUF, PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. USA

FAIR WEATHER, GOOD HUNTING
As a past crew member of HMS

Churchill (SSN04), may I extend to the
Captain, officers and crew of USS Win-
ston S. Churchill (DDG81) all the best
for her commissioning. My Churchill
took good care of me for many years
and it brought a tear to my eye when I
watched her go. It is only recently that I
began to close down on my old friends
and I was pleased to see the great name
carried forward. I wish the crew fair
weather and good hunting.

M. A. WEBSTER (mwys09301@blueyonder.co.uk)

THE BIG GUN
I am proud that while employed at

the Naval Ordnance Station in

Louisville, Kentucky, I was one of the
"founding engineers" of the Advanced
Gun Weapon System. So it was with no
small measure of satisfaction that I read
in Finest Hour that the fruit of our labor,
the advanced naval gun, would be the
deck armament on DDG81. I like to
think the great man would be pleased

BART NUSS, FISHERV1LLE, KY. USA

WINSTON IS BACK!
We witnessed with immense pride

and admiration a momentous and emo-
tional occasion, more so for the exuber-
ant crowd present. Whether this war-
ship is a replacement or an addition to
the U.S. Navy I cannot tell; but the an-
cient axiom "If you want peace, prepare
for war" has been taken unreservedly
into account. A warning now goes forth
to all those infidels far and wide, who
flourish with evil intent and hostile de-
signs. Beware: the mighty Churchill has
joined the fleet. Winston is Back!

ARMIDO I. VALORI, NORWICH, UK

Mr. Valori, ofICS/UK(at right with Cdr.
Franken), initiated the successful effort to
add the "S" to the ship's official name.

COMMAND RESTS EASILY
To Commanding Officer DDG81:

On behalf of the Canadians pre-
sent, Solveig and I would like to thank
you for your wonderful hospitality and
for inviting us to be a part of a "life ex-
perience." Even you, who do what you
do every day, must have felt pride and
emotion with the historic significance

of bringing this ship to life. Being the
first Barber male not to have fought or
served with the forces in generations, I
was particularly mindful of how fortu-
nate we are to have the freedom others
won. We were in awe of the sheer size
of the physical plant, the superstruc-
ture, the building and pieces of the
ship, ably brought to our attention by
your ratings. The crew is exemplary,
and the responsibility of command
seems to rest easily on your shoulders.
Your personal graciousness, calm and
competent demeanor, and patience
with hundreds of friends, family and
dignitaries shone through as a stellar ex-
ample of the wisdom of those who have
given you command. May you and all
who sail this gallant warship always find
peace in the Seven Seas.

RANDY BARBER, PRESIDENT, ICS CANADA

TO THE HONOR OF THE FLEET
It is a sad day when the last page is

read in a good novel. Let me assure you,
though, the sense of loss in finishing an
enjoyable yarn like Pilpel's To the Honor
of the Fleet is worth it. Thank you for
sharing it with me. If you don't mind, I
will pass it around the wardroom.

The operational side of this busi-
ness is well underway. We are now in
Mayport, Florida, preparing for shock
trials. I have yet to dig from beneath the
laurels of commissioning. The most vis-
ible reminder is a stack of unanswered
letters on the desk waiting for some at-
tention. Maybe during our transit to
the UK I will get caught up.

What a pleasure it was to have The
Churchill Center involved in the com-
missioning. Your group added an aura
of learned sophistication that is some-
times lacking from the harried naval
folk. Please pass along a thank you from
allofusinDDG81.

CDR. MICHAEL T. FRANKEN USN

COMMANDING OFFICER

We sent Cdr. Franken To the Honor
of the Fleet, a World War I novel featuring
Churchill, Fisher, and FDR, by Churchill
Center member Bob Pilpel, author of
Churchill in America 1895-1961. &
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TWO BELLS: DEPARTURE

UNDERWAY

"Thanks for your work,

BIW; thanks for your work..."

BATH, MAINE, FEBRUARY 7TH— At Bath Iron
Works, shipyard of her birth, two tugboats let go
and USS Winston S. Churchill was underway,

headed for the mouth of the Kennebec River and the At-
lantic Ocean beyond. As the Navy destroyer passed the
docks at Bath Iron Works, Cdr. Michael Franken issued a
heartfelt farewell over the loudspeaker: "Thanks for your
work, BIW; thanks for your work."

Wednesday's voyage was the ship's first with a Navy
crew. By nightfall, the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile
destroyer had traveled 105 miles to the Portsmouth Naval
Shipyard in Kittery, Maine. Later she was bound for New
York and then Norfolk, Virginia for her formal commis-
sioning ceremony. In August she heads across the Atlantic
for a three-month goodwill tour of the United Kingdom.

The $1 billion destroyer is named for the British
prime minister who distinguished himself as a statesman
for an unprecedented sixty years and as a leader during
World War II from 1939 to 1945. Churchill is the fourth
Briton to become a namesake of a U.S. warship. The oth-
ers were all Revolutionary War vessels, the armed mer-
chantman Alfred and the frigates Raleigh and Effingham.

Churchill won the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1953, and President John E Kennedy named him an hon-
orary U.S. citizen in 1963. A copy of one of Churchill's
paintings, the Impressionistic "Goldfish Pond at
Chartwell," hangs in the ship's wardroom, donated by
Churchill's daughter, Lady Soames. Naming the ship for
Churchill impressed its crew, which includes several
Maine natives. "I think it's a great choice, considering
what the ship's mission is, as a deterrent and a power pro-
tector, and what Churchill's policies were," said Carl
Folmer, 34, a chief petty officer who grew up in West
Gouldsboro and who has served sixteen years in the Navy.

To honor U.S. military ties with the United King-
dom, a British sailor has been permanently assigned to
serve as navigator of the Winston S. Churchill. Lt. Angus
Essenhigh will fill the position for two years, while an
American sailor serves with the British on the HMS Marl-
borough. "I was quite pleased when I found out it was
going to be me," Essenhigh said.

This article, which first appeared in the Portland Press Herald on 8
February 2001, is reprinted by kind permission of the newspaper.

BY KELLEY BOUCHARD

Launched in April 1999, Winston S. Churchill is the
31st of 51 Arleigh Burke destroyers to be built in
Bath and Mississippi. BIW is currently building

three others. It took nearly two years fully to equip and
test the Churchill after her launching. The ship will return
to Bath in about a year for a warranty checkup.

The ship left BIW at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday with
little fanfare. The only visible send-off came from mem-
bers of the Hyde School girls' basketball team. Ensign
Julie Graham, 23, played basketball at the U.S. Naval
Academy. While stationed in Maine during the past sev-
eral months, she shot hoops at Hyde, a private high
school in Bath, to keep fit, and ended up being drafted to
coach the girls' team. About fifteen members lined the
Sagadahoc Bridge to bid farewell to Graham. "It's pretty
touching," she said. "I'm going to miss them."

With a crew of 350, including 55 women, Winston
S. Churchillhugged the Maine coastline 25 miles offshore
and traveled at a top speed of 34 knots. Sea spray from the
rear flight deck formed a "rooster tail" that plumed 35 feet
in the salty air. The dull-gray ship is 513 feet long and 66
feet wide. It is never silent, what with the grind of turbine
engines and the hum of a massive ventilation system.
Below deck, the ship is a series of passages, airlocks and
ladders that sometimes confound even experienced crew.
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Heavy-latching doors, raised thresholds and mazelike hall-
ways turn walking into a regular workout. Everywhere are
exposed pipes, plugs, vents, hoses, valves, dials and rivets.
Most everything is labeled and numbered with military
efficiency, even windows. But labels don't help much
when trying to understand Navy terminology and lingo.

A "scuttle" is a circular hatch. "Sliders" are ham-
burgers, served every Wednesday for lunch in the mess,
which is better known as Sir Winston's Royal Cafe. A
"helo" is a helicopter. A "decon station" is where sailors
would go to rinse off if they were hit by chemical or bio-
logical weapons. A "CHT system" is the ship's collection,
holding and transfer system, better known as the onboard
septic system. A CIWS, pronounced "see-whiz," is a close-
in weapons system, which fires depleted uranium bullets
at 4,500 rounds per minute to disable inbound missiles.
The VLS is the ship's vertical launch system, which sends
up Tomahawk missiles. (This is nothing compared to

what Lt. Essenhigh had to learn: "buoys" are pronounced
"boys" in English-English; there is an entirely different
term for CIC, Combat Information Center, the heart of
the ship's data and fighting control, and so on. -Ed.)

Despite close quarters, stacked bunks and some-
times-difficult living conditions, crew members find time
for normal, everyday activities. A sailor bows his head in
prayer before eating lunch. Two crew members chat while
leaning at a 60-degree angle as the ship completes a 360-
degree turn. An automatic teller machine, post office, reg-
ular news bulletins and laptop computers offer links to
home. A bottle of balsamic vinegar and a pepper mill add
gourmet touches to the salad bar.

But crew members never forget that Winston S.
Churchill is a warship. Sailors move quickly and commu-
nicate with military precision about the simplest tasks, so
they are prepared for battle at all times. Crew members in
CIC process radar and other information with help from
massive video screens. Sailors on the bridge constantly
scan the horizon because, even in the 21st century, they
are still the eyes of the ship. On the forward deck, known
as the forecastle, is a 5-inch, .62-caliber gun, the first of its
kind to be mounted on an Arleigh Burke class destroyer.
It fires extended-range, guided munitions that spout fins
and glide to targets as far as 68 miles away.

Even as Winston S. Churchill met another pair of
tugboats in Portsmouth Harbor and came to rest at the
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on Wednesday night, her
purpose remained clear. "The mission of this ship is to
fight wars and win," said Lcdr. James Morrison, 34, of
Chicago. "That's what she's built for." M>

Ckurckill Center Members, DDG81
Above, left to right:

CDR Michael T. Franken, Sioux City, Iowa, Commanding OflPicer
LCDR Joe Voboril, Dwight, Nebraska, Executive Officer

MC Kevin J. Knievel, Tilden, Nebraska, Command Master Chief
LT Garry Ehlers, Syracuse, New York, Operations Department Head

LT Elnora E. Winn, Beaumont, Texas, Supply Department Head
Below, left and right:

< LT Angus Essenhigh, London, England, Navigator
MSC (SW) Gary Bowles, Sikeston, Missouri, Leading Mess Specialist >
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