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39 Alanbrooke's diaries probably prevented more rows
than they started; Geoffrey Best's Study in Greatness will
probably start lots of rows among Churchill's detractors,
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according to David Freeman, is Ian S. Wood's
Churchill....The. Fulton speech was both art and failure,
says Chris Hangers abstract; Palestine was the "Twice-
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Included are the five World War II campaign

medals Churchill received in 1945: the 1939-45
Star, the Africa Star, the Italy Star, the France

and Germany Star, and the Defence Medal. (The
sixth World War II campaign medal, the War

Medal 1939-45, came in December 1946, after
this portrait had been completed.) Portrait by

Doublas Chandor, reproduced by courtesy of the

National Portrait Gallery, Washington, D. C.

Story on page 10.
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MAYFLOWER ANCESTRY:
THE CASE AGAINST

I am a member of the New England His-
toric and Genealogical Society, The New York
Genealogical and Biographical Society, The
Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants
and The Churchill Center. I have a fairly com-
plete set of documents on Churchill's American
ancestry, viz... 1) "The American Ancestry of the
Right Honorable Winston Churchill," by Con-
klin Mann, New York Genealogical and Biograph-
ical Record, Vol. 31, July 1942. 2) Francis Cooke
of the "Mayflower": The First Five Generations, by
Ralph V. Wood, Jr., 1996. 3) "Six Generations
of the Anglo-American Ancestry of Sir Winston
Churchill," by Scott C. Steward, Nexus, the
Newsmagazine of the New England Historic
Genealogical Society, Vol. XIII, No. 5, Septem-
ber-October 1996. 4) The Churchills, Pioneers
and Politicians, by Elizabeth Snell, 1994.

Conklin Mann's article, published shortly
after the U. S. entry into World War II, made a
great deal out of the "relationships" between
Churchill and prominent Americans: with Presi-
dent Roosevelt (8th cousins once removed, de-
scent from Mayflower pilgrim John Cooke); with
General MacArthur (8th cousins, descent from
Joseph Farnsworth); and (in a later article, Vol.
31, October 1942) with Vice President Henry
Wallace (8th cousins once removed, descent
from James Clark).

I believe that the most authoritative refer-
ence is Wood's work, as does Steward in his
Nexus article. No genealogies have been more
carefully prepared or reach a higher standard
than the Mayflower Society genealogies. There is
solid evidence that Daniel Wilcox married a first
wife prior to his marriage to Elizabeth Cooke,
granddaughter of Francis Cooke. There is no ev-
idence that Elizabeth was the mother of his sons
Daniel (Churchill's ancestor) and Samuel. There
is circumstantial evidence that she was not. In
genealogy, absence of evidence means absence of
conclusions.

If Churchill had applied for membership in
the Mayflower Society in 1942, I have no doubt
that he would have been accepted based on the
Mann article and the standards of acceptance
then in effect; and probably as a patriotic gesture
to the war effort. However, if his descendants
should apply today, research done since Mann's
article would not allow membership.

On the basis of current research, therefore,
I can no longer claim to be a tenth cousin of
Winston Churchill's through descent from
Richard Warren of the Mayflower (Elizabeth
Cooke's maternal grandfather). Churchill, how-
ever is still related to Roosevelt: he is an eighth
cousin, twice removed of FDR through their de-
scent from Arthur Howland, brother of
Mayflower passenger John Howland. Arthur did
not, however, accompany John Howland on
that famous voyage to America.

GREGORY B. SMITH, PHOENIX, ARIZ. USA

THE CASE FOR
Even before the Mann article appeared in

1942, G.A. Moriarty had suggested that Chur-
chill's ancestor Daniel Wilcox Jr. was the son of
Daniel Wilcox by an unknown first wife, rather
than by Elizabeth Cooke, descendant of Francis
Cooke and Richard Warren of the Mayflower.
Francis Cooke of the 'Mayflower'in its third edition
(1944) noted that Daniel Wilcox Sr. names his
wife Elizabeth as the mother of four of his chil-
dren (Daniel Jr. not among them), leading the
compilers to state: "it seems certain that Daniel
[Jr.] was by the first wife."

The only evidence I know of the unknown
first wife is a deed where Wilcox (Sr.) appar-
ently mentions her. I am unaware of any direct
evidence that, if she existed, she had any chil-
dren, much less Daniel (Jr.). The absence of
Daniel Jr. from the list of Elizabeth's children
could be for any number of reasons. Absence of
evidence is not necessarily evidence of absence.
She remains his only clearly identified wife and
clearly was fertile.

Under these circumstances, while there is
reasonable doubt that Churchill was Mayflower
descended, it hardly can be dismissed as a myth.
While it would be unfair to accuse the mytholo-
gists—when asserting that the alleged prior wife
was Daniel (Jr.'s) mother—of constructing a di-
nosaur out of a tailbone, the vigor of their posi-
tion greatly exceeds the quantity and the quality
of evidence they have mustered to back it up.

DUNCAN KINDER, dckinder@legalcarr.com

Editor's response: Daniel Wilcox Sr. men-
tions a first wife, but she may not have existed?

One of Webster's definitions of "myth" is
"an ill-founded belief held uncritically, esp. by
an interested group." Well, the belief is certainly
"held uncritically by an interested group"; is the
story ill-founded? Steward says, "the Mayflower
lines from Francis Cooke and Richard Warren
to Sir Winston Churchill seem to have been dis-
proved." Francis Cooke of the 'Mayflower says,
"...it seems certain that Daniel [Jr.] was by the
first wife." Against this, what are the odds that
Daniel Wilcox Sr. forgot to list one of his and
Elizabeth's children in his probate records?

We phoned Gary Boyd Roberts of the New
England Historical Genealogical Society, who
says the Society does regard the Cooke theory as
ill-founded. They acknowledge the connection
via John Howland of the Mayflower, but note
that it is more tenuous, since Churchill's mother
was descended from John's brother Arthur, who
did not sail with John on the Mayflower.

We can't help it if the evidence of Messrs.
Wood, Steward, Roberts, and Snell fails to sat-
isfy. But until solid genealogical evidence is pro-
duced to the contrary, we can only regard the
claim that Churchill was directly related to a
Mayflower passenger as a myth. Any well-docu-
mented case to the contrary will be published
with every delight. $5
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DATELINES
QUOTE OF THE SEASON

"We nave arrived at a new time. Let us realize it. And with that new time strange methods,

nuge forces, large combinations—a Titanic world—nave sprung up around us.

The foundations of our power are changing....We must go forward...into a way of life

more scientifically organised, more consciously national, tnan any we nave known."

—WSC, FREE TRADE HALL, MANCHESTER, 23 MAY 1909

No Pigeonholes Available
PESCADERO, CALIF.—A contributing mem-
ber of The Churchill Center sent with
his annual contribution a note of con-
cern that the makeup of the Center
seemed to be mainly "aging conserva-
tives with outmoded ideas, thinking
about the past rather than adapting to
the future." We have no idea of the po-
litical makeup of our members, other
than that it is pretty wide, ranging from
world federalists to nationalists and iso-
lationists (issues on which both sides
draw supporting quotes from WSC).
Conservatives seem to gravitate to
Churchill for his wartime leadership,
forgetting that he was a cutting edge
liberal on many issues, and not just in
his youth. Churchill cannot be pigeon-
holed.

The good news is that our mem-
bership is not aging; in fact, the oppo-
site. Average age of USA members is
around 48 and, because most new
members hear of us from our website,
the average age of new members is 44.

We would probably not have sur-
vived this long had we become em-
broiled in contemporary politics, out-
moded ideas, and thinking about the
past. Indeed Churchill's ideas about lib-
erty, fraternal association among the
great democracies, and collegiality and
honesty among politicians need more
emphasis than ever today. If they got it,
people might be less cynical about poli-
tics. Whether civilization will survive
without a ready knowledge of history is
a question. We are grateful, as always,
for these gentle reminders, and are al-

Churchill running Left and Right (on the issue of inter-
vention in the Russian civil war) Daily Express, 8Sepl9.

ways glad to have the thoughts of our
contributing members.

Dresden P.S.
Anent the Bombing of Dresden

(this column last issue), Jonathan Hayes
reminds us: "At the Churchill confer-
ence in Alaska last year, Sir Martin
Gilbert presented a discussion on Dres-
den as part of the Bletchley decrypts. It
seems that Bletchley had picked up evi-
dence that the Germans were moving
several armored divisions toward the
Eastern Front and they would be going
through the Dresden rail junction. The
Russians were very insistent that Dres-
den be bombed—they had no aircraft
of their own that could do the job—
and even moved the bomb line to the

east temporarily to allow the British to
do the job (very unprecedented, and
very un-Russian)."

D-Day +57: Lest We Forget
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, JUNE 6TH—

Churchill is mentioned a number of
times in The Diary of Anne Frank ("our
beloved Winston Churchill"), a testa-
ment to his figure as a symbol of hope
and strength, not only to Anne and the
other residents of the Annex, but to
millions trapped in Hitler's captured
lands who heard his words, or heard of
them. Reading or hearing his radio ad-
dresses, one is certainly impressed and
inspired, but another level of meaning
is added when you can glimpse what his
words and his leadership meant to those
who were gathered round their clandes-
tine radios at the time.

Anne Frank was clearly thrilled
with news of D-Day, which she and her
family received around noon 57 years
ago today. She later comments with
pride and envy of the fearlessness of his
desire to take part in the landing per-
sonally, and hoping to take a pop at the
German shore positions.

Canadians take pride this anniver-
sary in their forebears who stormed
ashore at Juno Beach. A year from
today, the Juno Beach Centre will open
at Courselles, France.

For the Juno Beach story see this
website: http://www.vacacc.gc.ca/gen-
eral/sub.cfm?source=history/second-
watr/normandy/dday.

—Mike Campbell

continued overleaf
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"You're Drunk...You're Ugly!"
SUFFOLK, UK, SEPTEMBER 28TH— J. B r i a n

Blacklock claimed in the Daily Tele-
graph that the exchange between Bessie
Braddock MP (Lab., Liverpool) and
Churchill (Cons., Woodford) in 1946
("Winston, you're drunk!"... "Bessie,
you're ugly, but tomorrow I shall be
sober and you shall still be ugly.") is a
myth: "This was first recorded, word
for word, in the mid-18th century in a
London theatre between a bibulous
latecomer and a lady whose enjoyment
of the play had been disturbed.'

We don't dispute the origins, but
bodyguard Ronald Golding said he was
standing next to Churchill and heard
the remark. Having found Golding a
sincere individual, we accept his story
until it is disproved. Churchill may
have read the theatre exchange and
housed it in his capacious memory. His
uncharacteristically ungallant response
to a lady came, Golding believed, be-
cause Churchill was manifestly not
drunk, just tired and wobbly. See Lord
Carrington, p. 19, for another Churchill
remark re Mrs. Braddock. —Ed.

" Tupenny-Ha'penny"
LONDON, MAY 1ST— The UK Reader's Di-
gest recapped WSC's famous loathing
for television: He "laughed at the idea
that television would have any part to
play in politics. 'It's just a tuppenny-
ha'penny Punch and Judy show,' said
Churchill, when he returned to power
in 1951." But during his final term the
television audience rose to over 12 mil-
lion and WSC reluctantly arranged a
screen test: "His contempt for the
medium comes over clearly. 'I'm sorry to
have to descend to this level,' he growls.
It's as if television is some malignant
virus. The old man hated his screen test
and ordered it to be destroyed; happily
for us he was disobeyed." (Why "hap-
pily"? So that sophisticated voyeurs five
decades hence could laugh at heroes?
"Malignant virus" accurately describes
much on TV.) Macmillan, the Digest
went on, was the first Prime Minister
who came to terms with the tube,
though he described a TV studio as "a
20th century torture chamber."

CHURCHILL CALENDAR 2001
All postings welcome; owing to our quarterly schedule, we need copy at least three months in advance.

• 24-26 August: Visit of USS Winston S. Churchill to Portsmouth, UK. Contact: Nigel
Knocker (nigel@icsuksaf.demon.co.uk), tel. (01380) 828609, full address on page 2.

• 28 September: Lansdowne Churchill Dinner. Contact: Gerald Dumont, Lansdowne Resort
Hotel, 44050 Woodridge Pkwy., Lansdowne VA 20176, tel. (800) 541-4801.

• 30 November: 127th birthday celebration, Kenneth Rendell Museum of World War II,
NatickMA. Contact: Suzanne Sigman (ssigman@mediaone.net), tel. (617) 696-1833.

• 30 November: 127th birthday celebration, Hotel Captain Cook, Anchorage AK. Contact:
James Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu), tel. (907) 786-4740, address on page 2.

OUR PREMIER EVENTS FOR 2001
• 2-3 November: Student Seminar, RMS Queen Mary, Long Beach CA: "Winston
Churchill: A Leadership Model for the 21st Century." Contact: John Plumpton

(savrola@winstonchurchill.org), tel. (416) 495-9641, full address on page 2.
Accommodations: Queen Mary, tel. (562) 435-3511. Mention the CC special rate of $149.

• 4-7 November: 18th International Churchill Conference, San Diego CA Contact:
Judith Kambestad (jammpott@aol.com), 1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705,
tel. (714) 838-4741. Accommodations: Hotel del Coronado, tel. (800) HOTEL-DEL.
A registration packet will be mailed shortly, but you should reserve your room now.
Call 800-HOTEL-DEL. Mention the preferred rates beginning at $220 per night.

There is a wide choice of alternative accommodation, including guest houses
and B&Bs. For information contact the San Diego visitor center

(www.sandiego.org) or telephone (800) 872-6343.

2002
• 7th-14th Oaober: 1.9th International Churchill Conference sponsored by ICS UK: A

cruise of Churchill's Mediterranean: Barcelona-Monte Carlo-Civitavecchia (Rome)-Sorrento-
Malta-Crete-Athens. Details forthcoming in future issues of Finest Hour.

Hitler Edges Out WSC
NEW YORK, MAY 14TH— Somebody has fi-
nally published some nice things about
Hitler (we can't tell you how avidly
we've awaited this development); actu-
ally it's an interesting article. Writing in
The New York Times, Doug Harvey
compared the painting styles of those
three World War II artist-warriors,
Hitler, Eisenhower and Churchill, con-
cluding that Hitler was the best of the
lot (but not for aesthetic reasons):

"Hitler's most common subject was
architecture—careful renderings of old
town squares, churches and the like, on
top of delicate washy watercolor back-
grounds. Heavily influenced by the
19th-century Austrian watercolorist
Rudolph van Alt, Hitler adopted many
of that artist's stylistic tropes, particu-
larly his dramatic skies....He had a
marked soft spot for artistic types like

the filmmaker Leni Riefenstahl and the
architect Albert Speer, and went out of
his way to champion art that met his
standards and vilify art that did not, as
in the famous 'Degenerate Art' exhibit
of 1937. He spent much effort to collect
his own work for a museum he planned
for in his hometown in Austria, once the
Third Reich had triumphed.

"Of course, thanks to the efforts of
those other renowned painters, Win-
ston Churchill and Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, Hitler's dream never material-
ized. But what if the war had been de-
cided on artistic merit? Eisenhower
doesn't really count, because he only
began painting after the war, at
Churchill's urging, and never became
very good. Churchill is another story.
Though he never made his living as an
artist, Churchill maintained a lifelong
passion for painting, even publishing a
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book extolling its therapeutic value.
"Churchill was drawn to nature

studies and to a more expressive palette.
But in terms of formal accomplish-
ment, it's a tossup. Both politicians un-
derstood 'good' painting to be limited
to the representation of 'nice' views—
art was a hothouse vocation not to be
despoiled by the full spectrum of
human psychological content. Both
artists' works reflect this unambitious
aesthetic. In the end, though, it is
Hitler's insistence on the importance of
art and his place in it—as opposed to
Churchill's amateur pursuits—that give
him the edge.

"The Nazi Party's allure for the
German people was, to some extent,
due to the aesthetic power of its sym-
bols and public displays its rituals, pro-
paganda, even its uniforms. The Nazis
helped invent the politics of image that
we all live with today. In making poli-
tics his sordid canvas, Hitler was re-
defining the limits of art-making." This
is a point we made last issue while tour-
ing the Kenneth Rendell Museum of
World War II.

Costner Outed?
LONDON, MARCH 22ND— "Not content

with distorting the Second World War
on screen, Hollywood stars have re-
sorted to blackening its heroes' reputa-
tions," says "Londoner's Diary" in the
Evening Standard. Kevin Costner, who
aroused controversy with both "JFK"
and "Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves,"
told The Guardian, "...we've grown cyn-
ical. And look at what we do to all our
heroes: Churchill, FDR, Kennedy, they
all had affairs." Re Churchill, this was
hotly denied by historian Andrew
Roberts ("another striking example of
Hollywood injustice. He should look to
the inaccuracies in his own movies...")
and Allen Packwood of the Churchill
Archives Centre ("no evidence within
the Churchill papers to substantiate...
I've never heard this before.") On all of
which a couple of observations:

1) The far-out scenario of "JFK"
aside, it doesn't appear to us that any-
one who admires Kennedy, as Costner
does, would cite him as a flawed hero;
possibly Costner meant to defend those

Churchill setting off for a round of golf with Maxine Elliot, Cannes, February 1913. (From
Gilbert, Churchill: A Photographic Portrait, 1974; Radio Times Hulton Picture Library.)

whom modern society tries to knock off
their pedestals.

2) We have heard this whisper be-
fore. The previous Marquess of Bath
maintained that Churchill had been
unfaithful with one woman, Maine-
born actress Maxine Elliott (formerly
Jessie Dermot). On several occasions in
1934-38, WSC visited Elliott at her
villa, Chateau de L'Horizon, Golfe
Juan, south of France. She was then 66-
70, but Churchill had known her since
before the Great War. But Lord Bath
never offered evidence and the theory,
as far as we know, died with him.

Oldham 2001: Editorial
May's violence between Asians and

whites in Winston Churchill's old con-
stituency of Oldham, Lancashire—
where he first came face to face with
poverty and resolved to do something
about it—was a sad reminder of just
how bad relations are between certain
groups among the English-speaking
peoples Churchill loved. Unfortunately,
our societies themselves fan the flames.

In May after a two-month search I
found a cheap set of Churchill's Marl-
borough for one of our academic advis-
ers who wanted it for his coursework,
and sent it along with a bill for $54. A
few weeks later I received a five-foot-
long fax from his university's purchas-

ing department asking for a truckload
of "financial disclosure" and other in-
formation, including a federal form, to
become a "vendor" and to receive my
$54. Since I was not interested either in
becoming a vendor or answering imper-
tinent questions about the color of my
skin, I wrote him asking for a check,
which he duly sent, informing me that
the purchasing department had denied
sending me the documents.

As I bunged the fax into an enve-
lope, I noticed that the person who sent
it had a name clearly not derived from
one of the "ethnic groups" the univer-
sity was seeking as vendors: "Asian-Pa-
cific American, Black American, Sub-
continent Asian (Asian-Indian Ameri-
can), Hispanic American or Native
American." How can she face herself in
the morning? Perhaps being a female
excuses her, for lo, there is also a box on
her form to check if your business is "at
least 51% owned by a woman or
women." I looked in vain on the form
for "Latvian Americans," whose rela-
tives were just as dispossessed as certain
Native Americans in the past.

The balkanization of the English-
speaking peoples into ethnic Bantu-
stans is a cancer growing on our soci-
eties. Our Judeo-Christian heritage
prompts us to be generous to the disad-

continued overleaf
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OUham2001...
vantaged; if we exercised generosity to
the needy based upon need, there
would be fewer antagonisms of the kind
which produce riots in Oldham.

Actress Whoopi Goldberg returned
from a visit to Africa saying, "I'm not
an African-American, I'm an American
—nothing there relates to America," or
words to that effect. Randolph
Churchill, filling out a landing card ap-
proaching Johannesburg in the Sixties,
was asked to declare his race. He filled
in "human," and was promptly sent
packing by their immigration authori-
ties. He was, of course, delighted.

Churchill said of Britain, America,
Canada, Australia and like nations that
we have the worst system of govern-
ment, except for all the other systems.
By and large we have a good thing
going in these lands, and nobody is
more generous toward the disadvan-
taged than we are, which is why so
many disadvantaged people are eager to
get in. The word "immigration" should
be replaced by "assimilation" and efforts
should turn to blending "minorities"
into the societies that have served us
well for centuries. Instead we have edu-
cators, politicians and administrators
who patronize ethnic groups in an ef-
fort to play them off against each other
for their own gain. The motto of the
United States is "e pluribus unum,"
which means "from many, one," not the
opposite. People may take pride in their
heritage without being made to appear
foreign in their own lands. The saddest
thing is that we have grown so used to
this racial profiling that we simply ac-
cept it. RML

Local & National
Virginia
ALEXANDRIA, VA., AUGUST 5TH— The Wash-
ington Society for Churchill (WSC)
held its annual picnic and book semi-
nar. The topic of the evening was
"Dealing with Disaster: Churchill and
Gallipoli," and suggested reading was
the first two chapters of Robert Rhodes
James's Churchill: A Study in Failure, a
widely-available 1970 analysis by the

AROUND & ABOUT

Two Pullman carriages, 246 Lydia and 247 Isle of
Thanet, which formed part of Churchill's funeral

train, are to be returned to Britain. They were pur-
chased by an unnamed buyer for a six-figure sum.
The two Pullmans will become part of the new Wes-
sex Belle dining train on the Swanage Railway in the
Isle of Purbeck, Dorset....Congratulations to WSC's
grandson Nicholas Soames MP and his wife Serena
on the birth in January of their son, Christopher,
named for his grandfather, the late Lord Soames. "My mother is especially happy
and very touched that we have named him after my father," said Mr. Soames.
"He's a magnificent specimen, but it's difficult to see who he'll take after. He hasn't
got any discernible features just yet."...."I am surprised that Nicholas Soames re-
ports that his new-born son has no discernible features," wrote The Rev. D. W.
Johnson of Oxford to the Daily Telegraph. "In my experience of baptising them,
all babies invariably betray an uncanny resemblance to Winston Churchill....
Britain's flap over the Alanbrooke Diaries died early, possibly crowded out by the
General Election. Nevertheless, some of the conclusions drawn by London review-
ers show a remarkable lack of perspective and comprehension. In an otherwise bal-
anced review, Simon Jenkins wrote: "Alanbrooke was Britain's top soldier and
Churchill's top military counsellor. He never left Churchill's side. He appeared to
detest the man and his cronies but, when offered command of the North African
campaign, declined it out of duty to his country. He feared what catastrophe
might befall Britain if Churchill were left without him." Only the unread would
draw such a strange conclusion, given that Alanbrooke badly wanted to leave
Churchill's side to direct Overlord!....Other reviewers wondered if Alanbrooke
might have preferred to work for Stalin, of whom he does not have a bad word to
say. The current Lord Alanbrooke replied: "My father greatly admired Churchill.
Although he respected Stalin's resolution in the war, he realised that he was not the
type of man one would invite to dinner." (Oh, we don't know—Churchill did!)
Our own favorite remark about Alanbrooke remains the one by Clementine
Churchill when the first Alanbrooke Diaries were published in 1957: "We might
have won the war without Alanbrooke; I don't think we would have won it with-
out Winston." $

editor of Churchill's speeches. Two aca-
demic advisers to The Churchill Center
led the discussion: Chris Harmon, and
Jeffrey Wallin, author of the book By
Ships Alone: Churchill and the Dard-
anelles. For future events please contact
Caroline Hartzler, (703) 503-9226.

New England
HOPKINTON, N.H., AUGUST liTH— Taking a
leaf from the Washington Society's
book, New England Churchillians
today held their first summer picnic
and book discussion at Putney House,
home of Barbara and Richard Lang-
worth, where Richard led a discussion
of William Manchester's two volumes
of Churchill biography, The Last Lion.

On hand was a mountainous manu-
script for Manchester's Volume II, sent
to Richard for proofing prior to publi-
cation. "It has been repeatedly pointed
out to me that I didn't catch all the mis-
takes," he said, "though I did manage
to pick about 600 nits." It was the con-
sensus that Manchester is a brilliant
stylist who has brought thousands to
Churchill through his soaring prose,
particularly his prologues.

Next up is a black tie dinner mark-
ing Winston Churchill's 127th birthday
on November 30th at Kenneth Ren-
dell's private museum of World War II
in Natick, Massachusetts. Mailers will
be sent to local members. Contact:
Suzanne Sigman, (617) 696-1833. M>
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RIDDLES,

MYSTERIES,

ENIGMAS
Send your questions
to the editor

Q 9 Whatever happened to Detec-
• tive Inspector Thompson, who

accompanied Churchill throughout
World War II? I cannot find any refer-
ence to him after 1940. A friend thinks
he was killed in an air raid during the
Blitz. —Bill Fisher, Atlanta, Ga. USA

A^ Walter H. Thompson served with
• the Special Branch, Scotland Yard

beginning 1913. He was bodyguard to
Lloyd George (1917-20) and Churchill
(1930-32), and accompanied Churchill
on his American lecture tour in 1931-
32 (but was unfortunately not on hand
when WSC was knocked down by the
car on Fifth Avenue, New York, in
1932). Thompson retired from the Yard
in 1936 and became a greengrocer, but
when Churchill joined the Government
in 1939 he called him back, and he re-
mained a bodyguard until May 1945.

Thompson's tall, angular features
appear in a remarkable number of pho-
tos; he stuck pretty close. He was not
killed in the Blitz but did lose a son in
the war. He either married or courted
one of Churchill's secretaries. One of
his successors, the late Ronald Golding,
told me that Thompson left under a
cloud involving the waving around of a
firearm at Chartwell. Gilbert's Vol. V
does not record birth and death dates,
but Thompson was still around in the
Sixties, signing copies of his various
books, most of which, except his first,
Guard from the Yard (1932), are readily
available. They include / Was Churchill's
Shadow (1951), Sixty Minutes With
Winston Churchill (1953), and Assign-
ment Churchill (1956). —Ed.

Q» Was Churchill for or against the
* atomic bombing of Hiroshima

and Nagasaki? I have read numerous ar-
ticles saying the decision was debatable.
—shujauddinqadri@hotmail.com

REMEMBER WINSTON CHURCHILL

Will future generations remember?
Will the ideas you cherish now be sustained then?

Will someone articulate your principles?
Who will guide your grandchildren, your faith and your country?

There is an answer.

The Churchill Center Associates (page 2) are people who have committed $10,000
or more, over five years, all tax-deductible, to the Churchill Center and Society

Endowment funds earning interest in the United States and Canada.

With their help—and yours—those earnings guarantee
that The Churchill Center will endure as a powerful voice,

sustaining those beliefs Sir Winston and you hold dear.
Now. And for future generations.

If you would like to consider becoming a Churchill Center Associate
please contact

Richard M. Langworth, Chairman, Board of Trustees
(888) 454-2275 • malakand@conknet.com

A Churchill wrote in his war mem-
> oirs, Vol. 6, Triumph and Tragedy

(1953, chapter 19): "British consent in
principle to the use of the weapon had
been given on July 4, before the test
had taken place. The final decision now
lay in the main with President Truman,
who had the weapon; but I never
doubted what it would be, nor have I
ever doubted since that he was right.
The historic fact remains, and must be
judged in the after-time, that the deci-
sion whether or not to use the atomic
bomb to compel the surrender of Japan
was never even an issue. There was
unanimous, automatic, unquestioned
agreement around our table; nor did I
ever hear the slightest suggestion that
we should do otherwise.

[Note: some historians have cited a
minor official in the Foreign Office
who argued that Japan would surrender
without the bomb, if the Allies
promised she could keep her emperor;
it was never proven that this ever
reached the plenary level. —Ed.]

Churchill continued, "I had in my
mind the spectacle of Okinawa island,
where many thousands of Japanese,
rather than surrender, had drawn up in
line and destroyed themselves by hand-
grenades after their leaders had
solemnly performed the rite of hara-
kiri. To quell the Japanese resistance

man by man and conquer the country
yard by yard might well require the loss
of a million American lives and half
that of British—or more if we could get
them there: for we were resolved to
share the agony.

"Now all this nightmare picture
had vanished. In its place was the vi-
sion—fair and bright indeed it seemed
—of the end of the whole war in one or
two violent shocks. I thought immedi-
ately myself of how the Japanese peo-
ple, whose courage I had always ad-
mired, might find in the apparition of
this almost supernatural weapon an ex-
cuse which would save their honour
and release them from being killed to
the last fighting man."

In introducing Alistair Cooke at
the 1988 Churchill Conference, I
quoted his words on the 25th anniver-
sary of the bombing, which I have long
since committed to memory: "Without
raising more dust over the bleached
bones of Hiroshima I should like to
contribute a couple of reminders: The
first is that the men who had to make
the decision were just as humane and
tortured at the time as you and I were
later. And, secondly, that they had to
make the choice of alternatives that I
for one would not have wanted to make
for all the offers of redemption from all
the religions of the world." $3
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COVER STORY

ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND MEDALS
Excerpted from Tne Cnurcnill Center's Next Pumication by Douglas S. Russell

As a young man, Winston Leonard Spencer
Churchill set out to become a hero. In the event,
he exceeded everyone's expectations, save perhaps

his own. Churchill was the recipient of a remarkable
variety of honors and awards. Few statesmen have
received so many honorary degrees, freedoms of cities,
honorary citizenships and memberships. Few have been
named honorary citizens of the United States. Although
several received the Nobel Peace Prize, none save
Churchill received the Nobel Prize for Literature.

Among Churchill's honors are 37 orders, decora-
tions and medals received between 1885 and 1963.
Readers have surely noticed photographs of him at vari-
ous stages of his career in military uniform or court dress
wearing rows of colorful ribbon bars or a long row of
medals. Reading and research over the past 12 years has
brought to light much information and detail concern-
ing these awards about which little was published before.

Of the orders, decorations and medals Churchill
received, 20 were awarded by Great Britain, three by
France, two each by Belgium, Denmark, Luxembourg

Pre-publication offer:
It has been over ten years since first publication of Judge Russell's

book, The Orders, Decorations and Medab of Sir Winston Churchill.
The Churchill Center now proudly announces the new edition, up-
dated with new information, all new photographs of Churchill's ac-
tual medals, and Douglas Chandor's famous portrait on its cover.

Special to Members only: order your copy at a pre-publication
discount: Sl5/£10/C$20 postpaid. (UK airmail add £5). Send name,
address, and cheque payable to "Churchill Center" (USA) or "ICS"
(UK or Canada). Mail to: PO Box 385, Contoocook NH 03229 USA.

and Spain, and one each by Egypt, Libya, Nepal, the
Netherlands, Norway, and the United States. Ten were
awarded for active service as an Army officer in Cuba,
India, Egypt, South Africa, England, France, and
Belgium. The greater number of awards was given in
recognition of his service as a minister of the British gov-
ernment. All of the orders, medals and decorations
awarded to Churchill have been located. Thirty-three are
in the possession of his grandson, Winston S. Churchill,
loaned for display at the Cabinet War Rooms, London.
The other four were returned to the Sovereigns who
granted them following Sir Winston's death in 1965. All
photographs are of Churchill's actual awards, with the
exception of the Order of the Garter insignia (collection
of Spink & Son, Ltd., London) and the Danish and
Netherlands orders, which are replicas on exhibit at the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Library in Abilene, Kansas.

In discussing Churchill's orders, decorations and
medals it is important and useful to define one's terms.
The awards discussed in this book are official ones given
by national governments or heads of state for military or
government services. They do not include diplomas, cer-
tificates, gifts, tokens or table medals from any source or
medals from universities, local or state governments, or
civil organizations public or private. Although the fol-
lowing definitions may not be universally accepted, they
are used with consistency herein and will lend a clearer
understanding and appreciation.

1. An Order is an institution, derived from the
medieval monastic or secular orders of knighthood.
Although originally closed fraternities, modern orders
are honorific, having generally been created by a sover-
eign or head of state to reward meritorious service. An
order is generally the highest honor a citizen may receive
for a career or service of great distinction in the services
of one's country. Membership in an order is generally

continued overleaf
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granted by the sovereign or head of state, who is typical-
ly the "grand master" of the order. In the UK the King
or Queen is the "Sovereign" of each order and the "Great
[or Grand] Master" is a member of the Royal Family.
Membership is usually limited to a specific, small num-
ber. Orders may have several classes of membership
which are denoted by a variety of insignia or badges of
rank and distinction. The badges are often referred to as
"orders." The insignias typically are made of precious
metals with enameled or jeweled designs.

2. A Decoration is an award conferred by a sover-
eign or national government for heroism, meritorious
achievement or distinguished service. Decorations do
not normally denote membership and are awarded for
specific categories or types or service, civil or military, by
an individual. Decorations usually take the form of
crosses or medallions of gold, silver, bronze or enameled
metal suspended from a ribbon and worn on the left side
of the chest.

3. A Medal is an award given by a sovereign or
national government to recognize the recipient's partici-
pation in a military campaign, royal coronation or other
significant event and is usually awarded to all who par-
ticipated in the event. Medals are also given to recognize
long periods of service in the military, in government, or
in a royal household. Medals are usually medallion in
form and are worn on the left side of the chest, suspend-
ed from a colorful ribbon.

I have written of Churchill's orders, decorations
and medals as a chronology, thinking it best to let the
story be told as it happened. In some cases this means
the sequence in which the awards were earned rather
than the order in which they were received. The follow-
ing order of precedence lists the awards in the official
ranking and the order in which Churchill wore them.
This book is a history of one aspect of Churchill's career,
one which I trust will be of interest both to those inter-
ested in orders, decorations and medals, and to those
interested in Sir Winston Churchill.

Left: Churchill reviewing troops as Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports,
1946. Churchill wears both the Order of Merit and the Order of the
Companions of Honour on his neck, foreign order stars on his chest.
There is a gap in the medal row for missing World War II medallions.

The Order of Precedence
1. Knight Companion of the Most Noble Order of the

Garter, UK, appointed 24Apr53, installed I4jun54.
2. Order of Merit, UK, appointed Ijan46, installed 8Jan46.
3. Order of the Companions of Honour, UK, appointed

19Oct22, invested 16Jun23.
4. India Medal, 1895 (clasp: Punjab Frontier 1897-98), UK,

authorized lODec 1898.
5. Queens Sudan Medal 1896-98, UK, authorized 27Mar 1899.
6. Queens South Africa Medal 1899-1902 (clasps: Diamond

Hill, Johannesburg, Relief of Ladysmith, Orange Free State,
Tugela Heights, Cape Colony), UK, authorized 15Jul 1901.

7. 1914-1915 Star, UK, authorized 10Octl9.
8. British War Medal 1914-1918, UK, authorized 13Octl9.
9. Victory Medal, UK, authorized 4Jun20.
10. 1939-1945 Star, UK, authorized 9Oct45.
11. Africa Star, UK, authorized 9Oct45.
12. Italy Star, UK, authorized 2Aug45.
13. France and Germany Star, UK, authorized 9Oct45.
14. Defence Medal 1939-45, UK, authorized 9Oct45.
15. War Medal 1939-45, UK, authorized HDec46.
16. King George V Coronation Medal, UK, 1911.
17. King George V Silver Jubilee Medal, UK, 1935.
18. King George VI Coronation Medal, UK, 1937.
19. Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Medal, UK, 1953.
20. Territorial Decoration (King George V), UK, 31Oct24.
21. Cross of the Order of Military Merit, Red Ribbon, First

Class, Spain, granted 6Dec 1895, ratified 25Jan 1896.
22. Grand Cordon of the Order of Leopold with Palm,

Belgium, 15Nov45.
23. Knight Grand Cross, Order of the Lion of the

Netherlands, Holland, May 1946.
24. Grand Cross, Order of the Oaken Crown, Luxembourg, I4jul46.
25. Grand Cross with Chain, Royal Norwegian Order of St.

Olav, Norway, HMay48.
26. Order of the Elephant, Denmark, 9Oct50.
27. Order of Liberation, France, awarded 6Nov58.
28. Most Refulgent Order of the Star of Nepal, First Class,

Nepal, 29Jun6l.
29. Grand Sash of the High Order of Sayyid Mohammed

bin Ali el Senoussi, Kingdom of Libya, awarded l4Apr62.
30. Army Distinguished Service Medal, United States,

authorized 10Mayl9, awarded 16Jull9.
31. War Cross with Palm, Belgium, 15Nov45.
32. Military Medal 1940-45, Luxembourg, I4jul46.
33. Military Medal, France, 8May47.
34. War Cross with Palm, France, 8May47.
35. Cuban Campaign Medal, 1895-98, Spain, awarded 1914.
36. Khedives Sudan Medal (clasp: Khartoum), Egypt, 1899.
37. King Christian X's Liberty Medal, Denmark, 10Sep46. $
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CHURCHILL IN THE 2 1 S T CENTURY
Abstracts rrom the London Conference: Contentions ror Years to Come

An important three-day conference was held at London University on 11-13 January. Arranged jointly by the Royal Historical
Society and the Institute of Historical Research, its theme was "Churchill in the 21st Century." A galaxy of leading historians

presented papers ranging from the loyal to die revisionist on various aspects of Sir Winston Churchill's career. One of the highlights
was a round-table discussion by Lady Soames and three well-known political figures, who recalled some of their memories of the

great man. A number of ICS members from both the United Kingdom and the United States were present. Each session lasted for
one hour, so the summaries of some of the conference items, given below, are necessarily truncated. It is hoped that the full
proceedings of most of this very interesting conference will appear in book form. I regret that my absence from the last day's

discussions prevented me from creating abstracts of four sessions: "Churchill in Caricature" by Tim Benson; "Churchill and Europe"
by John Barnes; "Churchill and the British Empire" by John Darwin, and the concluding session, "Churchill's Place in History."

If any reader can provide these, they would be appreciated by the editor. —Paul H. Courtenay

The Three Careers of Winston Churchill
PAUL ADDISON, Director of the Centre for Second World
War Studies, University of Edinburgh, author of The
Road to 1945 and Churchill on the Home Front.

There were three main phases to Churchill's career: the
Liberal reformer until 1915; the interwar Tory; and,

from 1940, the national and international hero. In the
first phase he saw himself less as a Tory than as a Tory
Radical and political heir to his father. His radical phase
was brief and reflected Lloyd George's ascendancy over
him, but by 1915 he was a different Churchill and veering
back towards the Tories. This was because of changing cir-

cumstances and his own world perceptions. The 1911
Agadir crisis led to a focus on strategic issues and awoke
the Napoleon in him: inside the politician was a soldier
trying to get out. He emerged from the Dardanelles era as
a conservative statesman and a military leader.

In the second phase he was concerned at the
prospect of a Russo-German Bolshevist bloc, which led
him to praise Italian Fascism and initially to favour Franco
in Spain. But his recognition of Germany as the hinge,
and of the Nazi wish to dominate, made him see the need
for solidarity against Germany. His attack on the Govern-
ment of India Bill contributed to his reputation as a misfit
by the parties, as in 1914. After Munich he was ostracised
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by the Conservatives; the winter of 1938/39 was his true
period in the wilderness.

As well as the inspiration he gave from 1940,
Churchill also had wonderful luck. He was proved right
about the Nazi threat, while bearing no responsibility for
what happened in the 1930s; his perceived weaknesses,
such as alleged militarism, were now assets; his ability to
transcend party was a further asset; and there was room
for someone who could imagine the impossible. But the
alliances with USA and USSR led to unwelcome changes;
they weakened his opposition to Socialism, obliged him
unwillingly to legitimise the Polish borders, and damaged
the British Empire. These were personal blows to
Churchill, but not to Britain itself.

Churchill was great for two main reasons: firstly, be-
cause he was right about the Nazis in the 1930s, and but
for his leadership all might have been lost; secondly, be-
cause in all three of his careers he was a great man in his
own right, by virtue of the sheer size of his personality.

Churchill and the Conservative Party
STUART BALL, Reader in History, University of Leicester,
author or editor of many books on the Conservative
Party in the 20th century.

Churchill always navigated by his own compass. His
wartime premiership was above party, and after 1945

the Conservatives were glad to claim him, but raided his
past only for 1940. Though accused of flawed judgment,
he stumbled no more than most. It is surprising that he
attracted so many followers, especially over India, which
led to the greatest rebellion the Conservatives had ever
known.

Appointing Churchill to any post in 1924 was risky
for Baldwin, but the Treasury was less politically sensitive
than, for example, the Home Office, and there were sound
political reasons for his return to government. Churchill
now placed the greatest emphasis on loyalty to Baldwin
and the Cabinet; he viewed the General Strike in the same
way as Baldwin, i.e., a challenge to the constitution.

His eclipse in 1931 was not due to India or to tar-
iffs. There was a third factor: the feeling against the "old
gang" and the need to refresh the Conservative front
bench; he was one of those washed into a backwater due
to party feeling. He was unhappy at Lord Irwin's declara-
tion on Indian independence, but his 1931 resignation
from the Business Committee was not a leadership bid; it
was the only option open to him. He was aware from
1929 that Chamberlain was Baldwin's likely successor, so
he followed his own course and took little account of the
views of others. He was one of several ministers whose in-
fluence had declined, and he now had time to devote to
domestic affairs: painting, Chartwell, etc.

Churchill expected a recall to government to take

charge of Defence Coordination and his conduct in the
1930s made little sense if he was seeking the leadership.
His stance on India was separate from all other issues and
the excess of his opposition made official policy more
credible; at party meetings, however, this policy was op-
posed by large majorities, the wider question being seen as
one of confidence. Churchill was thus regarded as seeking
to destroy the National government. His call for a Min-
istry of Supply was supported by others, but he moder-
ated his public statements in order not to prejudice the
possibility of his return. The Abdication crisis was a set-
back to him, but the storm was as brief as it was intense.

Churchill was the seconder when Chamberlain was
elected party leader. This was not just a symbol of unity,
but showed that Churchill still counted in Conservative
politics. Though he was still listened to in the appease-
ment period, he was seen as a lonely figure, even meeting
hostility in his own constituency. But he followed the pru-
dent strategy of looking after his own base and retained
the support of his local chairman. After March 1939 the
anti-appeasers were seen as realistic and, after his return to
the Admiralty, Churchill gave total support to Chamber-
lain, notably over Norway.

Two party problems which he had to face during
World War II were the fact that there was a national, not a
party, government; and domestic policy—which, while
never threatening his position, sometimes caused concern
to Conservatives. He neglected his party responsibilities
during the war, but there was little he could do about the
tide against the "guilty men of Munich." His wartime
record saved him from losing the party leadership, which
he retained until 1955.

Despite creeping socialism during the war, his re-
luctance to move left reassured the Party. The 1951 elec-
tion was seen as his victory; he now gave a lead on main
occasions, delegating details to others. Churchill was
closer to mainstream Conservative opinion than is usually
recognised, especially in 1924-1931. His instincts were
shared by many, if not always openly. After the war he led
the Tories from the mainstream centre-right and was a
more capable party politician and effective leader than
generally acknowledged. His final years as Prime Minister
were overshadowed by his stroke and failing physical pow-
ers; yet under him the Conservatives established them-
selves in a role which was to last for decades to come.

Churchill and the Monarchy
DAVID CANNADINE, Director, Institute of Historical Re-
search, Professor of History, University of London; au-
thor of The Decline and Fall of the British Aristocracy.

Churchill was an ardent admirer of the monarchy, but
his relations with the royal family were far more com-

plex and he sometimes found individuals unappealing. »
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Churchill and the Monarchy...

He saw Queen Victoria as a good and constitutional
monarch; additionally her personal propriety set high
standards and she was the great presiding personage over
the British Empire; but he never forgot that government
was responsible to Parliament and not directly to the
Crown. Long evolution had led to a happy Parliament
and a docile monarchy.

Although well acquainted with Edward VII,
Churchill came to view him as obstructing his reforming
zeal, while the King saw Churchill as more of a cad in of-
fice than in opposition. Both Edward VII and George V
thought that Churchill wanted to erode their royal posi-
tion, while George V thought him unreliable. Churchill,
with his ducal links, was not intimidated by royal displea-
sure. While recognising George V's zeal, he made no se-
cret that he thought him to be a dim reactionary. There
was relief in royal circles in 1915 when Churchill left the
Admiralty. These mutual views began to change between
the wars. The collapse of the European empires, and the
civil wars and revolutions which followed, led Churchill
to see George V no longer as a reactionary, but as a living
tradition in a turbulent era and one who was above class
strife; in turn the King warmed to Churchill.

Churchill's hopes for Edward VIII were sincere and
rested on an exaggerated sense of Edward's virtue; he was
blind to the King's faults. During the Abdication crisis he
rallied to the King and tried to play for time—a wrong
decision, which did damage to his reputation because he
had seriously misjudged the character of the King and the
public mood. He later remained loyal to the Duke of
Windsor as far as he could without prejudicing his greater
loyalty to the Crown.

George VI initially disapproved of Churchill, not
only over WSC's support for his elder brother, but be-
cause WSC was opposed to Chamberlain, whom the King
admired, along with Chamberlain's policies. He viewed
the prospect of Churchill as Prime Minister with regret
and would have preferred Halifax.

Churchill was soon seen by the public as a symbol
of national unity, upstaging the King. Nevertheless, rela-
tions improved and the King came to recognise WSC's
vigour and indispensability. In 1945 George VI was as dis-
mayed to lose him again as he had been to appoint him in
1940. Henceforth Churchill remained a firm favourite.
On his 80th birthday Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother
said, "We are all very proud of you."

Churchill admired the young Queen Elizabeth II,
who reciprocated. On his death she ordered a State Fu-
neral, which she attended in person. His ultimate opinion
on six sovereigns took time to establish. His attitude to
Edward VII, George V, Edward VIII and George VI (and
theirs to him) fluctuated over time; only the Queens, Vic-
toria and Elizabeth II, had his unstinted admiration.

Churchill and the Two "Evil Empires"
DAVID CARLTON, Lecturer in International Studies at the
University of Warwick. Biographer of Anthony Eden,
author, recently, of Churchill and the Soviet Union.

It is usually argued that Churchill was always clear that
once Hitler had come to power, the Soviet Union must

be courted as a potential ally, much though he disap-
proved of the Soviet regime. This view needs to be chal-
lenged: In 1936, Churchill wavered from his line of work-
ing with the Soviets against the Nazis; he feared a Red vic-
tory in Spain and was undecided which of the two "evil
empires" was the greater threat to Britain. After Franco's
victory was assured, he returned to his earlier position.

A. J. P. Taylor stated that, on becoming Prime Min-
ister, Churchill's aim was the defeat of Hitler and the un-
doing of his conquests—and that he never wavered from
this aim; but the truth is again more complicated. During
the Dunkirk crisis Churchill contemplated in principle an
agreement with Germany, provided Britain's vital interests
were protected; but he opposed Halifax's wish to explore
peace terms immediately, as he felt it would be detrimen-
tal to public morale at that critical point if it became
known that an approach had been made.

In the summer of 1941 Churchill anticipated Amer-
ican entry into the war and Soviet withdrawal from it.
Eventually Hitler did declare war on the United States,
but by then the Americans were, to an important degree,
distracted from Europe by being also at war with Japan.
On the other hand, Churchill was wholly wrong about
the Soviets and perhaps never fully recovered from the
blow of seeing Soviet victories relentlessly leading to the
emergence of the Soviet Union as the dominant power in
the new Europe. Certainly he spent much of the later part
of the war planning to frustrate the Soviet Union's malign
designs, real or imagined.

By 1946, now out of office, Churchill was publicly
expressing anti-Communist sentiments, though contain-
ment is usually assumed to have been his goal in his fa-
mous Fulton speech. In reality he had a hidden desire for
confrontation. As he privately told the Americans in
1948, he favoured a showdown with the Soviet Union be-
fore the latter had its own nuclear weapons, thus disprov-
ing the belief that he spent ten postwar years seeking con-
ciliation. Fortunately, however, Truman took no notice of
his wish to prepare for a preventive nuclear war.

After his return to office in 1951 his well-known
search for summitry was essentially insincere: his aim was
to retain office. He had nothing of substance to propose
to the Soviets and it is understandable that the United
States rejected his pleas. Moreover, in 1953, when the Eu-
ropean Defence Community was on the verge of collapse,
Churchill wrote an alarmist minute which was surely not
that of a serious supporter of detente, but rather that of an
unreconstructed enemy of Moscow. Thus it is reasonable
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to claim that he never ceased to be anti-Soviet from the
1917 revolution until his retirement in 1955; and it may
even be argued that his anti-Nazi phase was for him some-
thing of a digression, however necessary. In short, his con-
test with Bolshevism gave his life its greatest meaning.

Churchill and the American Alliance
JOHN CHARMLEY, Professor of History at the University
of East Anglia, author of Churchill: The End of Glory
and Churchill's Grand Alliance: the Anglo-American Spe-
cial Relationship.

In 1927 Sir Maurice Hankey said that making conces-
sions to gain American good will would not work: "We

should be more abused than ever as we should be thought
weak." How different this was post-1945; the change was
brought about by Churchill himself. When he was chided
by Anthony Eden for having made too many concessions
to the United States, he retorted that he had got a good
deal of his own way as a result. In his war memoirs
Churchill disguises the traumatic loss of power by referring
to the special relationship: the British were viewed not as
foreigners but almost as citizens of a new Roman Empire.

Churchill's version of 1940-41 disguises the true po-
sition, which is that of a heart made sick by constant hope
deferred; he persisted in the belief that the United States
was about to enter the war and concessions were therefore
necessary to achieve this end. Roosevelt liked to maintain
flexibility and to keep his options open; he saw folly in
looking too far ahead. He wanted the Fascists to be de-
feated and for Britain to remain in the war against them.
But Churchill saw Roosevelt as a noble idealist who was
frustrated by isolationists. Churchill paints him as a com-
rade-in-arms with his heart in the right place, but FDR
was more astute than Churchill and in his handling of
WSC than vice-versa.

Churchill was a suitor in this instance; any criticism
of him must ask why he did not act like de Gaulle and
spurn appeasing Roosevelt. The latter aimed at regional
hegemony: after assisting with convoy protection, he did
nothing new until the Japanese attack. The British elite did
not accept Churchill's view that no major concessions had
been made, feeling that the destroyers received in exchange
for bases in the West Indies were out-of-date and supplied
at a slow rate; Churchill preferred to see the deal as sym-
bolic. Although Churchill called Lend-Lease an "unsordid"
act, there was some shoddiness about it. The Roosevelt Ad-
ministration wanted to destroy the British Empire;
Churchill did not dissent from Beaverbrook's view that the
United States had made Britain pay the uttermost, but
such a statement did not suit his view of the alliance.

The Soviet alliance prejudiced the world order Roo-
sevelt wanted to see. The Atlantic Charter had referred to
the right of all peoples to self-determination; Churchill

did not see this as referring to the British Empire. It was
Hitler, not Churchill, who brought the United States into
the war in Europe. Churchill did influence Allied strategy
in 1942, including his bad Mediterranean strategy, but he
had to defer to Roosevelt's insistence that Overlord should
be given highest priority.

Churchill's assumption of an identity of interests be-
tween Britain and the United States extended as far as a
dream of ultimate union. Even though this phantasm was
unrealisable, enough of the Churchillian attitude to
America rubbed off on his fellow politicians to make them
assume that Britain's future as a great power lay exclusively
in a transatlantic connection. This led them, and
Churchill, to neglect the opportunities of Britain to take a
leading part in the move towards a European Union.

By the end of the war the Americans were more in-
terested in a special relationship with the Soviet Union;
this contrasts with Churchill's picture. In reality the illu-
sion over the United States allowed Britons to think that
Britain was still a great power, which was no longer true.

Churchill and the Premiership
PETER HENNESSY, Professor of Contemporary Modern
History, Queen Mary & Westfield College, University
of London. Author of books on British political and con-
stitutional history including The Prime Minister: The
Office and its Holders since 1945.

Churchill told Lord Moran that he was a great believer
in Cabinet discussion, which always took place in his

peacetime government; but he was frustrated if he did not
receive support. The conduct of his wartime premiership
is widely known. This paper therefore concentrates on his
postwar period of office, but includes comparisons with
the earlier time; it is too simplistic merely to contrast the
two tenures. During the war he had to devote some time
to postwar reconstruction and the global future; the Bev-
eridge Report of 1943 is a good example.

Churchill initialled the minute authorising the use of
atomic bombs against Japan without consulting the Cabi-
net, the only British Prime Minister to have agreed to use
this weapon in war. The best of his failing energies were di-
rected to the search for peace before "equality of ruin."

Although he was convinced that his wartime use of
overlordships was not necessary once the war emergency
had receded, he told the Cabinet in 1953 that he did not
wish to deal directly with so many ministers; he persisted
with overlords because of a sense of his failing powers and
lack of touch on domestic matters. His postwar govern-
ment can be seen under four overlapping shadows: his
World War II experience (including the use of overlord-
ships), waning British power, concerns over the H-bomb,
and his growing physical infirmities. He took pleasure in
being surrounded by his honorary family of familiars »
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Churchill and the Premiership...

at 10 Downing Street and in his peculiar late-night work-
ing hours. By 1951 he had long since passed the age when
new faces were palatable to him.

His failing powers were known by a small inner cir-
cle. In 1953 the newspaper proprietors were prevailed
upon not to reveal details of his stroke. He often overre-
acted to newspaper comment and initiated some absurd
military sideshows, e.g., the recreation of the Home
Guard in response to a perceived Soviet parachute threat.
But the Cold War was the most important aspect of this
period. He was uneasy at the use of napalm in Korea and,
in connection with atomic research, recoiled from peace-
time deception. He felt that without nuclear weapons
Britain could not maintain its position as a world power;
he saw their possession as narrowing the gap between
Britain on the one hand and the United States and Soviet
Union on the other. But the Cabinet was not wholly sup-
portive on this point.

Churchill would often work in bed, accompanied
by his cat and budgerigar, and not rise until lunchtime. It
is inconceivable now that a Premier could work from bed
in this way, and such eccentricity will never be seen again.

Churchill and Democracy
ROLAND QUINAULT, Reader in History, University of
North London. Author of various studies on Winston
Churchill and other members of his family.

His father's belief in Tory Democracy and his favourite
phrase "Trust the People" had a profound influence

on Churchill. He wanted universal suffrage, but only
when the conditions were right; with the same proviso he
also wanted the suffrage to be extended to all women, not
just to those from the propertied classes. Although he ini-
tially saw the House of Lords as a bulwark against an over-
mighty Commons, he later changed his view, being in-
censed by the Lords' rejection of the 1909 Budget; he
considered peers in government to be unrepresentative.

Churchill considered Imperial Germany to be less
democratic than Britain but more democratic than Russia,
and so welcomed the Russian revolution. But he de-
nounced Lenin and Trotsky when they abandoned parlia-
mentary rule: he objected less to their ideology than to
their terrorism. He saw the 1926 General Strike as anti-
democratic, as it sought to compel Parliament to do
something it would not otherwise do; in this he remained
true to his father's "Trust the People."

He was opposed to Indian independence because he
saw India as unsuited to democracy, with its small (mostly
illiterate) suffrage denied to numerous citizens, e.g., the
60 million Untouchables. He saw the Nazis like the Com-
munists, as anti-democratic; his opposition to appease-

ment was partly due to his view that it undermined
democracy. During the Second World War he felt that
democracy was on trial, first against the Nazis and then
against the Communists.

Churchill predicted that "the wars of peoples will be
more terrible than the wars of kings." He believed in grad-
ual levelling up, but his fight for democracy in World War
II strengthened independence movements in India and
the Empire. Though an aristocrat, his instincts were de-
mocratic, and that was a large part of his success.

Churchill's Posthumous Reputation
JOHN RAMSDEN, Professor of Modern History, Queen
Mary & Westfield College, University of London. Au-
thor of several histories of the Conservative Party and of
a study of Churchill as his own historian.

Before 1914 Churchill was seen as a self-publicist with
poor judgment. But two aspects gave him an unfair

image. As political heir to his father, added to the circum-
stances of the Boer War, he was not popular with the Irish
(including the large Irish population in Australia), al-
though he was generally in favour of Irish Home Rule; he
was viewed as anti-working class, although he had insti-
tuted major social reforms. He was frequently considered
to be a politician who had to explain himself too often.
Gallipoli was, after all, government policy, and we know
that his reputation on Russia was not deserved (though
this was not known at the time); his stance on the Abdica-
tion of Edward VIII was partly derived from his opposi-
tion to Baldwin.

His longevity in politics, and the transformation
from a Victorian cavalry officer to one who lived to travel
by jet, meant that he did not necessarily adapt well to the
modern era; but it was amazing that he adapted at all. Five
pillars of his later reputation were: his extraordinary per-
sonality, his prophecies on defence issues in the 1930s and
postwar, his inspirational courage as war leader in 1940,
his drive and resourcefulness as war leader for five years,
and his matching of words to deeds in speeches and writ-
ings. The New York Times considered that his two great
achievements were to fight on in 1940 and his later warn-
ings about Stalin. He was seen as the embodiment of the
British war effort and as an outstanding personality, whose
successes and failures were on an equally grand scale; nev-
ertheless his personality was humanly earthbound.

How does Churchill stand the test of time?

• More and more information is becoming avail-
able, and the opening of public records is giving a more
balanced story.

• He was the prophet of war and of cold war, which
revealed some critics.

• He told Roosevelt not to make concessions to
Stalin, but could have done so more strongly.
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• His Fulton speech had official support which
could not be given openly; only he could have said what
he did.

• He was the key figure in 1940. Cabinet papers
show that he did not rule out a compromise peace, and
was less heroic than his war memoirs suggest.

• He heavily defeated a vote of No Confidence in
the central direction of the war.

• Attempts to cut him down to size were easily de-
molished.

• His centrality was understood in Germany, where
an attack on Churchill was seen as essential to wreck
British morale.

• His reputation as a warrior was exaggerated by his
friends. Three or four decades have chipped away at these
aspects, but most are intact. BBC Radio 4 named him
runner-up (after Shakespeare) as Man of the Millennium.

Churchill's Writing of History:
Appeasement and The Gathering Storm.
DAVID REYNOLDS, Fellow of Christ's College, Cam-
bridge. Author of Rich Relations and other works on
Anglo-American relations during and after the Second
World War. Currently writing a book on Churchill's The
Second World War.

Churchill originally planned only four volumes of war
memoirs, with five chapters on 1919-1939; in the

event 21 chapters were devoted to the inter-war period.
The Gathering Storm was shaped by the available sources
(Churchill's team of researchers ensured that this account
had inside information) and his determination to high-
light lessons for the current Cold War.

Among British leaders, he saw Baldwin and Cham-
berlain as the villains; Baldwin wanted a quiet life and
Chamberlain wanted to be the peacemaker. Churchill's
warnings helped to galvanise the government towards
rearmament in the air. But alarm at his exaggerated figures
on German air strength led to timidity and were thus
partly counter-productive, leading to fewer resources for
the army; conscription and a larger army would have had
a greater impact on Hitler.

His concentration on the German threat led to his
largely neglecting Italy and Japan. His coverage of the
Spanish Civil War was scant, while his anti-communist
line predominated in 1936; by 1938 he was concerned at
prospects of a Franco victory. The idea of a Grand Al-
liance was much clearer by the end of this period.

The 1930s were not wholly "wilderness years";
Churchill was an outside adviser to the government (on
the Air Defence Research Committee) and hoped for of-
fice. In the early 1930s he attacked Baldwin on India, but
after Baldwin's 1935 victory, he hoped to join the Govern-
ment and pulled his punches in the Rhineland debate.

The Gathering Storm still has enormous power, due
to the main issues raised: democracy and appeasement.
Churchill's underlying point was that strong leadership
can have an effect on modern democracy. He felt that ap-
peasement could be good or bad according to the circum-
stances. If followed from fear it is useless; if adopted from
strength it is noble and might lead to world peace. But by
the 1950s, in his second premiership, the lessons of ap-
peasement (which he had helped to teach) were too pow-
erful; he found it easier to make than unmake history.

Churchill and the Trades Unions
CHRIS WRIGLEY, Professor of Modern British History
and Head of the School of History & Art History, Uni-
versity of Nottingham. Author of works on British trade
unions, economic and political history. President of the
UK Historical Association, 1996-99.

Churchill began his career proclaiming himself to be a
Tory Democrat. Between 1897 and 1911, and after

1940, he was generally favourable to trade unionism. Be-
tween 1911 and 1926, in the face of social tension and a
high number of militant strikes, he became identified as a
notable defender of order. With the trade unions' role in
the Second World War, and his need for working class
support after his 1945 general election defeat, Churchill
in his later career again spoke of Tory Democracy and was
warm in many of his comments on trade unions.

In his first attempt to enter Parliament in 1899
he stood with James Mawdsley, a trade unionist who was
more conservative than many historians subsequently re-
alised; although he later became Chairman of the Trades
Union Congress, Mawdsley was a notable anti-socialist.

Churchill's approach was to help the workers
without affecting their competitiveness; he had a deep be-
lief in market forces and individualism and wanted to
help the underdogs, but not organised Labour. Until 1911
his contact had been primarily with moderate trade
unionism, but he later became more alarmed about mili-
tant miners and railwaymen, rioting crowds, etc. He saw
trade unions not as socialistic, but as individualistic, and
felt that the right to strike would not be possible in a so-
cialist society.

As Home Secretary his duty was the maintenance
of law and order, rather than to act as Judge between in-
dustrial disputes. As Minister of Munitions in 1917 he
tried to remedy the grievances of skilled workers on
hourly pay by giving a 12 1/2% pay rise, in spite of civil
service warnings that this would set off a chain of pay de-
mands and strikes. In the turmoil of 1919 he saw trade
unionism as a bulwark against revolution; the curse of
trade unionism was that there was not enough of it. He
saw the General Strike of 1926 as a constitutional out-
rage, though he viewed the accompanying coal strike »
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Churchill and the Trades Unions...

as legitimate. He was keen that workers take part in trade
union meetings and not let the communists and socialists
make all the decisions.

In 1940 the trade unions were ready to support
Churchill's coalition government because of the presence
of Ernest Bevin, who was able to meet the Prime Minister
on equal terms. Churchill praised the union movement's
contribution to victory and to postwar reconstruction.

Churchill and Detente
JOHN YOUNG, Professor of Politics, University of Not-
tingham. Author of Winston Churchill's Last Campaign:
Britain and the Cold War 1951-55.

The statesman who lambasted the Soviets in 1919 was
the same one who was allied to Stalin from 1941 and

who later sought a Peace summit with the Russians. Yet
Churchill's search for a postwar summit was consistent.
He recognised that once the Soviet Union had a nuclear
capability, Communism could not be destroyed by a
showdown, only diplomacy; trade and personal contacts
could achieve this. His faith in humanity told him that re-
pressive regimes did not last forever and that there was
therefore no need for a violent confrontation.

Churchill advocated an alliance with the United
States after the war, justifying it by the Soviet threat; but
he also made positive remarks about the "valiant Russian
people" and admired their strength. He said in 1949 that
the Kremlin feared friendship, because free intercourse
would destroy Communism, and the following year called
for "a parlay at the summit"; but the Americans did not
like this idea.

In 1953, seizing on the death of Stalin, Churchill
again called for a summit conference; Eisenhower was not
consulted. Churchill's reaction to the East German upris-
ings in June 1953 was that he had no wish to see a prob-
lem for the Russians there. After his stroke that month he
was obsessed with a narrower group of subjects: the H-
bomb and detente.

He had some success in 1954 in reducing the
limitations on East-West trade. He stated publicly that in-
creased trade would lead to a weakening of the Soviet
regime; this gave Eisenhower a reason to introduce such a
policy in the United States. Although Churchill proposed
a bilateral meeting to Molotov, British ministers were op-
posed; he was saved by a Soviet message that they wanted
to discuss European security, which was not Churchill's
aim. He was thus able to withdraw his proposal and avoid
a major Cabinet crisis.

By the end of his career he was unapologetic, say-
ing that two decades of peace would bring profound
change in the Communist bloc. He continued to believe

that the safest way to fight Soviet Communism was to en-
gage in trade and other links. He failed in his aim because
of ill health, and the fact that the Foreign Office never
liked the idea of a summit, combined with his inability to
win over the United States to his view.

Churchill Remembered:
A Round Table Discussion

"You Must Carry On..."
TONY BENN, Labour MR Technology Minister 1966-70.
Energy Secretary 1975-79. On the death of his father,
Viscount Stansgate, in I960, he was barred from the
House of Commons because he had inherited a seat in
the House of Lords. He fought a rigorous battle to
change the law on this issue, eventually succeeding. He
was re-elected to the Commons and resumed his career.

Before 1914 Churchill was a radical. He introduced
labour exchanges and nationalised British Petroleum;

he was well to the left of today's New Labour. His policies
in the 1920s as Chancellor of the Exchequer were similar
to those of the present. Had he died in 1931, he would
have been regarded as a failure. In 1936 when I was 12, I
heard him in the Commons warning about the Nazis. In
my family there was great hostility to Chamberlain and
admiration for Churchill. In 1940 he was an inspiration
to everyone, as I remember very well; he was very modest
in later saying that he only gave the lion's roar.

In 1940 there was discussion about sending chil-
dren to safety in America. My brother, aged 11, wrote to
The Times, saying he would rather be bombed to frag-
ments than to leave England; Churchill wrote to my fa-
ther about this and sent my brother a signed copy of My
Early Life. Later Churchill said that more peers were
needed in government and my father, a Labour MP,
agreed to go to the House of Lords.

I was returning home in a troopship in 1945 and
heard his "Gestapo" speech; I knew that Attlee wouldn't
hurt a fly. I asked Churchill a question in the House, dur-
ing his postwar premiership, about the atomic bomb. Att-
lee rebuked me, saying that I had no right to ask such a
question without reference to him.

[Well before my father's death] I wrote to
Churchill asking him to help me in my efforts to remain in
the House of Commons [when the time came to succeed
him]. He sent an encouraging reply and I asked him if I
could publish it; he refused, saying that as Prime Minister,
he could not be quoted on this issue. On the day after his
retirement I repeated my request and, by return of post, re-
ceived a repetition of his earlier letter, with permission to
publish. I only spoke to him once, when I thanked him for
this action. He replied, "You must carry on."
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"Would you like to join my shoot?"
LORD CARRINGTON, junior minister in Churchill's post-
war government. First Lord of the Admiralty 1959-63.
Foreign & Commonwealth Secretary 1979-82. NATO
Secretary-General 1984-88.

Lord Deedes and I are the last two surviving members
of Churchill's postwar government; I was a junior

minister and only went to Cabinet meetings twice. My
family was Liberal Imperialist and agreed with Churchill
on India, but this was against the general view and doubts
about his judgment, reinforced by his stand during the
Abdication, were dominant; to some extent he was mis-
trusted. Though most people were pleased when he be-
came Prime Minister in 1940, Jock Colville (then Assis-
tant Private Secretary at 10 Downing Street and my first
cousin) made clear his trepidation at the prospect. It did-
n't take him long to say he'd been wrong about this.

There was very great relief in my battalion that
we now had a leader who was a fighter. Those alive at that
time will never forget what we owed him. With his voice,
his hat, boiler suit, face and personality, it was impossible
to believe that we could be defeated. I was at Hythe on
the south coast at the time and spent the nights on the
beach; in my platoon I had 48 men and 3 1/2 miles of
coast to cover. It never occurred to us that we might be
defeated and I am sure that this spirit was due to
Churchill. I thought we were in good hands. Those who
are today critical of him were not alive then.

When I sat in the House of Lords after the war, I
looked down at the Commons from the Peers' Gallery, ex-
pecting that MPs would look quite different from ordi-
nary people. I was disappointed to see that they did not—
with two exceptions: Churchill and Ernest Bevin (who
looked like a big, benign frog). Looking back, what a dif-
ficult time that was for Churchill in the face of an un-
grateful electorate. His behaviour was remarkable.

A year later I became a whip in the House of
Lords. One day Churchill, as party leader, came to lunch
with the Tory whips; I looked at him in awe. He was either
bored or in a bad temper or both. During the first two
courses he never spoke. Then in came Bessie Braddock [an
obese Labour MP]. Churchill looked and said, "Ah, there
goes that constipated Britannia." He was so pleased with
this remark that he became a different person.

In 1951 it never occurred to me that I would get
a government post, so I did not wait by the telephone; I
went out shooting partridges. Then I was told that the
Prime Minister wanted to speak to me on the telephone.
He said, "I hear you are shooting partridges; would you
like to join my shoot?" Can you imagine a Prime Minister
today making such an invitation by telephone?

As a junior minister in the Ministry of Agricul-
ture & Fisheries I once attended a Cabinet meeting at
which derationing was discussed. Gwilym Lloyd George

[the Food Minister] said it was impossible at that time.
The Prime Minister replied, "We said we would do it and
we will do it." So we did, and everything went all right.
This showed his determination. In 1954 the Crichel
Down affair came to a head; this was a dispute between
landowners and the need for mass production of food. Sir
Thomas Dugdale (then Agriculture minister and my boss)
resigned and I thought I should do the same. The Prime
Minister sent for me. "Do you want to resign?" "No."
"Well, don't."

You could say that he stayed too long; who does-
n't (other than Harold Wilson)? Robert Menzies in Aus-
tralia resigned and then regretted it, as he didn't like his
successors. My party has great disloyalty to its leaders, so a
Prime Minister has to ignore this. There is a fashion now
to judge people of a different generation by the thoughts
of our own time. How can you think thus of people born
nearly 130 years ago? Critics ignore this point.

When I was NATO Secretary-General, I visited
Zurich. People think that in a speech there he advocated
British membership of Europe. This is not so; he said that
people should get together, but the United Kingdom
would not herself be a part of any union—we had an em-
pire. People do not understand that now. Of all the people
I met, I admire him most. He did more than anyone to
enable us to lead our lives now. I am happy I met him.

Mental Robustness
LORD DEEDES, junior minister in Churchill's postwar
government. Minister without Portfolio 1964. Editor of
The Daily Telegraph 1974-86. Syndicated columnist, au-
thor of "The Lion in Peacetime," Churchill Proceedings
1996-1997. Honorary member of CC/ICS.

One quality is underrated; I thought of it the other
day in Martin Gilbert's latest companion volume on

1941.1 was reminded that Wavell had said that the prime
requirement of any general was mental robustness. That
was a quality which Churchill had abundantly and it was
an enormous factor in getting him and us through the
war; it is rarer in politics now than in 1941. There were
not many happy days in 1940-42. Churchill had to gov-
ern with a string of bad news and was also privy to disas-
ters the rest of us knew nothing about; this was a supreme
test of mental robustness.

Hardest to bear was the bombing and the conse-
quent casualties. He visited Plymouth after four nights of
bombing and was appalled at what he found; he was told
that people would not be able put up with much more.
He told Jock Colville, "I never saw the like." Then there
was the U-boat problem, which he knew could defeat us,
problems of France (de Gaulle, Vichy, the French Navy),
the threat of invasion and the need to rebuild the Army
after Dunkirk for an ultimate return to Europe. After »
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Mental Robustness...

the Nazi attack on Russia, there were constant calls for
support and for a second front. The House of Commons
was critical, many of Churchill's loyalists being absent in
the services. The loss of Crete was a great blow to him
and there was an urgent need to keep the United States on
our side with aid.

There were nine constant anxieties, any one of
which was a horror, and there was no relief at all. I can
think of no time in history when a Prime Minister had
such an unrelieved burden; by contrast, the burden of
World War I had been shared. Though he devised his own
recreation, it was not much. He enjoyed films, such as
Lady Hamilton, meals and company; he kept eccentric
hours.

King George VI was sometimes depressed and
the Prime Minister had a weekly, frugal lunch with him.
Churchill's whole life had been a preparation for this
threat to sanity. He had survived wars, such as Omdur-
man, and a set-back in the Dardanelles, after which he
left the government to join the Army on the western front
(initially with the Grenadier Guards, where he liked tea in
condensed milk). But alcohol was available in the front
line, so he wanted to go to the front line! He demon-
strated mental robustness during the wilderness years,
over the battle on India and in the fight for rearmament.

Few could have sustained the adversity of those
28 months [between taking office and the first sustained
victories] and emerged triumphant. Some could, though
they would have been less sensitive—and would have had
no cat on the bed or pet canary. There was a very gentle
side to his character which is rarely met, and tears came
easily. So there was mental robustness as well as a kindlier
side. He was not ruthless and had a sensitive tempera-
ment. No one has yet assessed what mental robustness
meant to this country; he made us come very close to be-
lieving in Destiny.

His Faults Will Be Forgotten
in His Achievements
LADY SOAMES, youngest daughter of Sir Winston
Churchill, Patron of the Churchill Center and Societies.
Author of Clementine Churchill, Winston Churchill the
Painter, editor of Speaking for Themselves: The Personal
Letters of the Churchills.

Iwould like to pick out two aspects of my father's life: his
character and his quality of naturalness, which was seen

by his friends. He was very natural, lacking in hypocrisy,
and the least pompous person. The public and private
persona were very much the same, and this testifies to his
oneness. His uninhibitedness and candour surprised those

used to more guarded people.
I remember once accompanying him somewhere.

I was in charge and told him we would be late. He fussed
and looked at his "turnip" [pocketwatch]. We arrived and
were quite unhappy at being late, but our hosts were un-
derstanding. My father went pink (a sign that he was
being truthful) and said, "Most kind, but I started late."
This characteristic of unguarded spontaneity (which he
came to be aware of) caused him to prefer a small group
of the golden circle—close friends and family—and he
was always wary of strangers.

He was blessed that the boundary between work
and recreation was smudged. His life's work was his zest
for heroic action, and we were the lucky beneficiaries,
though for a long time he took luck for granted. But the
charm of being his bricklayer's mate palled when I
dropped heavy bricks. His love for animals was appealing.
My memories are of a man with a zest for life, who never
gave up his toys. I recall him in old age at Chartwell, sit-
ting in front of buddleia bushes, watching butterflies; he
knew all the species.

I would like to consider how we envisage him.
No one can envisage him other than as an old man, seen
as a legendary war hero and crowned with honour from
his Finest Hour. I like to see him as a young man and to
recall the sheer dash and daring of the young Winston.
Though at Harrow he did not distinguish himself at
games, he did win the public schools fencing champi-
onship. He was very fit due to his riding exercises at the
Royal Military College and became an expert at polo. He
had many brushes with death in India, Sudan, and in the
Boer War, where his capture and escape made him front-
page news. This was all grist to his mill as a writer, though
some saw him as bumptious and a medal hunter.

I am reminded of the effect the younger Winston
could have on people. As an emerging politician the star
quality already shone. This was recognised by Violet
Asquith (then 19, later Lady Violet Bonham-Carter), who
was used to the company of brilliant people, when she sat
next to the 32-year old Winston at dinner: "Until the end
of dinner I listened spellbound. I thought ' This is what
people mean when they talk of seeing stars—that is what I
am doing now.' I knew only that I had seen a great light. I
recognised it as the light of genius."

At the time of his engagement, Lady Blanche
Hozier [Clementine's mother] wrote to Wilfrid Blunt:
"He is so like Lord Randolph, he has some of his faults
and all his qualities. He is gentle and tender, affectionate
to those he loves, much hated by those who have not
come under his personal charm." Sir Edward Grey, refer-
ring to his reputation for talking too much, said "Winston
very soon will become incapable, from sheer activity of
mind, of being anything in a Cabinet but Prime Minis-
ter....He is a genius, whose faults will be forgotten in his
achievements." M>
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EMINENT CHURCHILLIANS
Cnurcnill Center and Society Leadersnip

Paul H. Courtenay, Hon. Secretary, ICS (UK)
Paul was eleven in 1945

and, though only superficially
aware of the election then taking
place, has a clear recollection of
feeling bewildered and somehow
betrayed when Churchill, such a
towering and indispensable figure
for almost as long as he could re-
member, lost office. He became
an avid reader of The Second
World War as each volume ap-

peared, and acquired a corpus of knowledge about the author.
Although his father sometimes shared political platforms with
Churchill in the 1930s, Paul regrets that he only twice set eyes
on the great man.

He passed through RMA Sandhurst, where one aged
servant claimed to remember Gentleman Cadet Churchill 58
years earlier—just at the edges of credibility! He was commis-
sioned into The Royal Sussex (later merged into The Queen's
Regiment), with which he travelled the world with ICS UK
chairman Nigel Knocker, who has been giving him orders ever
since. After duty in Germany, Korea, Gibraltar and Libya, Paul
became an Army pilot in Kenya which, with a new wife, made
this the most memorable period of his life. Bush pilot duties
took him from East Africa to Kuwait (as part of a force to deter
a threatened Iraqi invasion—30 years before it materialised but
40 years after Churchill had predicted it). His final period of
active flying found him in Cyprus, where he recalls being
buzzed by a Turkish Sabre high above Nicosia when the Greeks
and Turks first started having a go at each other.

After more assignments in Malta, South Arabia, Ger-
many, Northern Ireland, Gibraltar, and Cyprus, punctuated by
attendance at Staff Colleges in UK and Virginia, Paul was ap-
pointed Commanding Officer of one of his regiment's battal-
ions in the Territorial Army (part-time reservists). After eight
and one-half years in the Ministry of Defence, he retired after
35 years' service to his country.

Paul then joined the Independent Broadcasting Au-
thority (responsible for all non-BBC television and radio) in
London. His final move was to the City, where he joined the

Institute of
Chartered Ac-
countants in
England and
Wales. He says

Paul's father,
William Courte-
nay (left), shares
a platform with
WSC(1935).

that chartered accountants are very
good at organising other people, but
need someone to organise them.

Paul jumped to become Hon. Sec-
retary of ICS (UK) when ordered by

Nigel to take over. He also runs Heraldry courses and, with his
wife Sara, keeps a keen eye on his four married children and
seven grandchildren, all within 11/2 hours of his village,
halfway between Salisbury and Winchester.

William C. Ives, Vice-President,
Cnurcnill Center (USA)

Bill was twelve during
the 1945 British election, which
he is sorry he missed, while agree-
ing with Paul Courtenay about the
outcome. He attended Knox Col-
lege (History and Political Science,
Phi Beta Kappa, 1955) and gradu-
ated from Harvard Law School in
1960. He has been chairman of
the management committee of a 350-lawyer, ten-office national
law firm, specializing in anti-trust, trade and professional associ-
ations, international law and regulatory agencies. He is cur-
rently a senior partner with the Chicago office of Michael, Best
& Friedrich. His military service was in the Army Counter-in-
telligence Corps in Germany, where he emerged as a 1st Lieu-
tenant. Though he held a pilots license, he met his greatest
asset as an airline passenger: he is married to the vivacious Vir-
ginia, a senior flight attendant for Delta Airlines, has three chil-
dren and eight grandchildren. He has served as a Presidential
Elector (1968-72-76), delegate to the 1976 Republican Na-
tional Convention and a member of the Rules Committee and
chaired several Illinois political campaigns.

Every Churchill Center governor who plays golf has
probably been bested by Bill Ives, notably on his treacherous
home course at the Governors Club, Chapel Hill, N.C., where
Bill and Virginia make their home, complete with an expansive
toy room containing Bill's fine collection of Churchilliana, first
editions, videos, and the massed naval might of the World War
II contending nations, all in exquisite metal miniatures. On a
map in his basement work-out room, Bill and Virginia have af-
fixed pins to signify their world travels. They have visited over
200 countries. Bill has written and spoken about several trips
to the former USSR since 1953, and has appeared on "Today"
and other national TV and radio shows.

Bill Ives has served as Vice-President of The Churchill
Center since its founding in 1995 and was Vice-President of its
predecessor, ICS (USA), for a similar period; this year he chairs
our International Conference in San Diego. He is careful to
note that he is not "our attorney," but his legal and political ex-
perience have been helpful on everything from registering our
trademark to keeping our editorial mouth shut when we have
been tempted to do quite the opposite. Each President of The
Churchill Center since its inception has had ample cause to be
grateful on countless occasions that Bill was there. $3
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100-75-50-25 YEARS AGO

Michael McMenamin

One hundred years ago:

Summer 1901 'Age 26

"The Hughligans"

The war in South Africa droned on,
and the expense of paying for it

was the major issue. Speaking in the
House on 17 July, Churchill said:
"What is of great importance is that
this House as a whole is thoroughly
agreed upon the principal features of
the policy that has led to all this expen-
diture which everyone deplores. But
hon. members opposite have indeed ad-
vocated a somewhat curious policy. The
Rt. Hon. Gentleman the Leader of the
Opposition I believe hopes to check the
expenditure and to bring the war to an
end at an early date by combining the
policy of swords with that of olive
branches. That is an extraordinary pol-
icy, and I quite agree with the Rt. Hon.
Gentleman that the party opposite is
the only party in the State who could
carry it out, for it is the only party
which has in itself all the elements
which make for peace and for war."

It was during this period that
Churchill joined forces with a few other
dissident young Tory MPs, Ian Mal-
colm, Lord Percy, Arthur Stanley, and
Lord Hugh Cecil. As Churchill's son
wrote in the Official Biography, "Later
they were on occasion to be outrageous
in their Parliamentary manners and the
critics dubbed them the Hughligans, or
Hooligans." Together, they made things
hot for the Tory establishment.

Churchill spent the last week of
August and most of September in Scot-

bn Malcolm Arthur Stanley

T H E HUCHUCAM

land, including visits with the Duke of
Sutherland, Lord Londonderry and
Churchill's uncle, LordTweedmouth.

During his stay in Scotland, he
wrote several letters to The Times de-
fending the sanitary conditions in the
Scottish tweed industry against an
anonymous correspondent, who had
suggested that "scrupulously cleanly
persons will hesitate to wear such gar-
ments." Churchill replied: "Of course it
may be possible that your correspon-
dent is only one of those pseudo-scien-
tific persons who have a mania for dis-
covering bacilli in everything; and who,
when they are neither anonymous nor
insignificant, from time to time, and
particularly in the holiday time, endeav-
our to alarm the British public through
the columns of the newspapers."

Seventy-five years ago:

Summer 1926* Age 51

"What the Pig Likes"

A fter the General Strike, Baldwin
. / i a s k e d Churchill to join the Cabi-
net Committee on Coal. Churchill
spent the rest of the summer unsuccess-
fully attempting to mediate a settle-
ment. Churchill, in fact, felt betrayed
by the mine owners. As Sir Martin
Gilbert writes, "On June 15 the Gov-
ernment informed the Commons that
it had decided to introduce a Bill legal-
izing an eight-hour working day in the
mines, and that, in return, the mine
owners had promised to put forward
definite wage offers in each district
within a national framework."

The mine owners subsequently re-
neged on their agreement. Churchill, by
now de facto head of the Coal Commit-
tee in Baldwin's absence abroad due to
an attack of lumbago, chastised the
owners in what the Committee's secre-
tary described in his diary as a "Ding-
dong debate at No. 10 between Win-
ston and Evan Williams," the mine
owners' representative: "I am quite sure
of this, that if we had known that fol-
lowing the passage of the Eight Hours
Bill into law a new obstacle to a settle-
ment, a new complication, would arise
through the closing of one of those

| doors to peace we never should have
' passed the Bill or proceeded with it.

Therefore, if you take up the attitude
that...there can be no national negotia-
tions of any kind...I do think you will
see that we shall have been placed in a
position which is from our point of view
at any rate, extremely unfortunate and
even, as it might be thought, unfair...."

When Williams denied there was
ever a link between the Eight Hours
Bill and a national framework for agree-
ment, Churchill shot back: "I cannot
possibly accept that." Mine owners, he
said, well knew of the linkage and had
said nothing at the time: "You singu-

| larly failed to undeceive us."
Churchill proposed to Baldwin

that the Government "amend the Eight
Hours Act so as to deny its indulgence
to any pit which does not conform to
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