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ABOARD DDG81
Greetings from aboard USS Winston S.

Churchill, in the Western Approaches of the
English Channel. We have calm seas, the sun is
shining and we are engaged in a training exercise
with the Royal Navy. We are 48 hours out of
Portsmouth, where the ship had a rapturous
welcome—the lines of people waiting to come
aboard were three hours long! She was the star of
the Festival of the Sea. We are about to arrive in
Plymouth, the home port of Sir Francis Drake.
She is a great ship, with a fine Commander,
Mike Franken, and a magnificent crew. As you
can imagine, I am loving every minute and, dare
I say it, bursting with pride that such a fine ship
should bear my Grandfather's name.

WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, 27AUG01

ATROCITIES IN 1919
In FH 110:4, F. Y. Gabriel asks why

Churchill didn't protest against the mass slaugh-
ter of Jews by the White Russians in 1919. The
short answer to that question may be found in
two paragraphs in my article, "Churchill and the
Jews," published in the May/June 1999 issue of
Midstream, bimonthly of the Theodor Herzl
Foundation. More details are in Martin Gilbert's
Winston S. Churchill, Vol. IV, pages 338-44.

DR. M. DONALD COLEMAN, MAMARONECK, NY

FROM DR. COLEMAN'S ARTICLE
Spearheading Britain's near state of war

against the Bolshevik revolution in Russia,
Churchill saw the Reds as largely led by blood-
thirsty Jews, who, in their revenge for past anti-
semitism, aimed to destroy all civil society. Bol-
shevik brutality was undeniable, and while the
Bolsheviks certainly were not all Jews, a dispro-
portionate number were. Among White Rus-
sians, virulent antisemitism needed little real
cause to descend to brutal pogroms. In southern
Russia, it is believed that over 100,000 Jews per-
ished following the White Russian advance.

Some of Churchill's utterances crossed over
into an antisemitic vein: "The Bolsheviks are
not fools. Whoever said they were? These Se-
mitic conspirators are among the highest politi-
cal intelligence in the world and implacably de-
voted to its destruction." He also referred to the
Soviet government as "the tyrannic Government
of these Jew Commissars."

But despite Churchill's intense feelings in
which "Bolshevik" and "Jew" became almost in-
terchangeable, he warned White Russian general
Deniken to prevent pogroms against "innocent
Jews" or else he would lose British backing.
Churchill's Bolshevik-Jew conflation during this
period fell away when his responsibilities as min-
ister for war ended in 1921. He did not follow
the path of many others who permitted observa-
tions about Jews and their over-representation in
the Communist movement to feed into preexist-
ing personal prejudices. For Churchill, the basic
foundation for this prejudice did not exist.

EXCERPTS FROM
WINSTONS. CHURCHILL,VOL. IV

WSC to Gen. Harington, Deputy Chief, Imperial
General Staff, 2 June 1919:

"Any force wh we support even indirectly
must proceed according to the laws & customs
of war & be guided by humane considera-
tions....Wholesale executions are unpardonable
on political as well as on moral grounds." (293)

WSC to Gen. Gough, Commander, British mili-
tary mission to the Baltic, 6June 1919:

"Excesses by anti-Bolsheviks if they are vic-
torious will alienate sympathies British nation
and render continuance of support most diffi-
cult....You should press for fair public trial of all
culprits and stringent orders against terrorism
and indiscriminate shooting." (293)

WSC to Gen. Holman, Commander, military mis-
sion to South Russia, 18 September 1919:

"[Urge Gen. Deniken] to do everything in
his power to prevent a massacre of the Jews in
the liberated districts [and to issue] a proclama-
tion against antisemitism." (330)

WSC to Lloyd George, 20 October 1919:
"There is very bitter feeling throughout

Russia against the Jews, who are regarded as
being the main instigators of the ruin of the
[Russian] Empire, and who, certainly, have
played a leading part in Bolshevik
atrocities....This feeling is shared by the Volun-
teer Army and the Army of the Don under Gen-
eral Deniken....I have repeatedly urged him to
make my task easier by proving his capacity to
restrain his troops and have received from him
solemn assurances....By continuing to supply
General Deniken we shall be constantly in a po-
sition to exercise a modifying influence upon
what are, after all, some of the most terrible ha-
treds which have ever afflicted mankind. By cut-
ting ourselves adrift we should lose all power to
influence events either in the direction of mercy
or democracy." {Companion Part 2: 912)

WSC to Gen. Deniken, 20 October 1919:
"Your Excellency, I know, will realise the

vital importance at this time, when such bril-
liant results are being secured, of preventing by
every possible means the ill-treatment of the in-
nocent Jewish population." (343)

WSC to the Cabinet, 21 October 1919:
(Memo to British military mission commander)

"Everything will be done by Gen. Haking
to prevent indiscriminate or wholesale execu-
tions. Even the worst criminals are entitled to a
trial. Above all, anything in the nature of a Jew-
ish pogrom would do immense harm to the
Russian cause. All the influence of the British
representative will be used in securing the safety
of innocent Jews...." {Companion Part 2: 934) k>

FINEST HOUR 112/4



DATELINES
QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

"I do not grudge our loyal, brave people, wko were ready to do tkeir duty no matter wkat tke

cost, wko never flincked under tke strain of last week...kut tkey skould know tke trutk.

Tkey skould know tkat tkere kas been gross neglect and deficiency in our defences.

Tkey skould know tkat we kave sustained a defeat witkout a war, tke consequences of wkick will

travel far witk us along our road. Tkey skould know tkat we kave passed an awful milestone in

our kistory...and tkat terrikle words kave for tke time keing keen pronounced against tke Western

democracies: 'Thou art weigked in tke kalance and found wanting.'

And do not suppose tkat tkis is tke end. Tkis is only tke beginning of tke reckoning.

Tkis is only tke first sip, tke first foretaste of a bitter cup, wkick will ke proffered to us

year by year unless by a supreme recovery ot moral healtrT a:nd martial vigte

we arise again and take our stand for freedom, as in tke olden ti

—VC'SC, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 5 OCTOBER ]938

11 September 2001
The President
The White House, Washington
Dear Mr. President,

The prayers of thousands of mem-
bers of The Churchill Center and Soci-
eties throughout the world are with you
and your administration at this time.

In your own speeches you said that

Lower Manhattan, 10 September 2001

"just as Churchill defined the moral is-
sues of the 1930s and 1940s, he also de-
fined the great moral challenge up to
our own times." It is our fervent wish
that the words and actions of Sir Win-
ston Churchill, whose bust observes
your deliberations in the Oval Office,
will provide comfort and inspiration.

Commanders cannot know out-
comes—only choices. But these words
of Sir Winston provide a beacon for
making those choices.

• "The price of greatness is responsi-
bility. One cannot rise to be in many ways
the leading community in the civilized
world without being involved in its prob-
lems, without being convulsed by its or-

continued overleaf

FINEST HOUR 112/5



DATELINES

ganics, and inspired by its causes. "
• "The soul of freedom is deathless; it

cannot and will not perish."
• "I have no fear of the future. Let us

go forward into its mysteries, let us tear
aside the veils which hide it from our eyes
and let us move onward with confidence
and courage."

Sir Winston Churchill was always
confident that the great democracies
would prevail in the fight against
tyranny and terror, whatever the price
might be. We share his confidence in
offering our support and encourage-
ment to you at this great moral chal-
lenge to our own times.

JOHN G. PLUMPTON,

PRESIDENT, THE CHURCHILL CENTER

Some have asked whether we will
hold our scheduled conference in San
Diego in November. My answer is yes;
most emphatically YES!

It is sadly ironic that we will soon
be meeting again to refresh the legacy
of a man who so dramatically personi-
fied the indomitable spirit that those in
the civilized world are now being called
upon to exhibit for themselves. During
the Blitz, Churchill was asked if works
of art should be spirited away for safe-
keeping and whether bombed out the-
atres should be boarded up. After de-
ploring any idea that Londoners should
"scuttle," as he called it, he reminded
his colleagues that culture and the arts
are what makes life worth living—that
to forsake the normal routine would be
an admission that the enemy had won.

By gathering undaunted in San
Diego, we will reaffirm that resolute de-
fiance of murderous barbarism which
history will always associate with Win-
ston Spencer Churchill.

WILLIAM C. IVES,

VICE PRESIDENT, THE CHURCHILL CENTER

(By telephone).
I am calling to say that our

thoughts and prayers are with you and
with all Americans in this very devastat-
ing time in history and that I hope you
and yours are all well and were not
somehow affected.

RANDY BARBER, PRESIDENT, ICS CANADA

Everyone in the UK is shattered by
this ghastly attack. The quote, "Never
give in, never give in, never, never, never,
never; in nothing, great or small, large or
petty—never give in except to convictions
of honour and good sense" is appropriate.
Ironically, our committee were meeting
in the Cabinet War Rooms when the
news broke.

NIGEL KNOCKER, CHAIRMAN, ICS UK

We are all very shocked at today's
events and send you our sympathies.

PAUL H. COURTENAY, HON. SECRETARY, ICS UK

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

"YOU DO YOUR WORST—AND WE WILL DO OUR BEST"
A Tonic for Today ky Winston S. CkurckiU, first delivered 14 July 1941

In reproducing Churchill's mighty tribute to
the rescuers of London, we have done some-
thing we have never done to one of his
speeches: edited it slightly to eliminate con-
temporary references. In this evergreen form
it serves as commentary on a day that will
live in infamy, 11 September 2001. The
original can be found in Churchill's The
Unrelenting Struggle (English edition 187;
American edition 182) or in the Complete
Speeches VI:6448. PHOTO FROM TIME.

The impressive and inspiring spec-
tacle we have witnessed displays
the vigour and efficiency of the civil defence forces.

They have grown up in the stress of emergency. They have
been shaped and tempered by the fire of the enemy, and
we saw them all, in their many grades and classes—the
wardens, the rescue and first-aid parties, the casualty ser-
vices, the decontamination squads, the fire services, the re-
port and control centre staffs, the highways and public
utility services, the messengers, the police. No one could

but feel how great a people, how great a
nation we have the honour to belong to.
How complex, sensitive, and resilient is
the society we have evolved over the cen-
turies, and how capable of withstanding
the most unexpected strain.

I must, however, admit that when
the storm broke in September, I was for
several weeks very anxious about the result.
Sometimes the gas failed; sometimes the
electricity. There were grievous complaints
about the shelters and about conditions in
them. Water was cut off, railways were cut
or broken, large districts were destroyed,

thousands were killed, and many more thousands were
wounded. But there was one thing about which there was
never any doubt. The courage, the unconquerable grit and
stamina of our people, showed itself from the very outset.
Without that all would have failed. Upon that rock, all
stood unshakable. All the public services were carried on,
and all the intricate arrangements, far-reaching details, in-
volving the daily lives of so many millions, were carried out,

FINEST HOUR 112/6



DATELINES

We are thinking of you all in Hop-
kinton at this dreadful time in our his-
tory. We pray that you were not in New
York on Tuesday.

Our hearts, and those of the British
people with whom the United States
has enjoyed so rich and rewarding an al-
liance through the years, go out to you
now. We are angered and immensely
saddened by these atrocious acts. You
will have the love and support of the
citizens of the United Kingdom.

VALERIE AND CRAIG BROWN, SURREY, UK

Many thanks for all these and so
many more kind thoughts from abroad.
There was a lump in my throat watching
the Royal Marines play " The Star-Span-
gled Banner" at the Changing of the
Guard at Buckingham Palace.

Isn't it amazing how Sir Winston
Churchill's words on events that oc-

curred so long ago could remain so rele-
vant to what has happened this week.
We are all in total shock in this part of
the world, and the warm feelings, sup-
port and sorrow for America are being
expressed in every form of the media
here and by the people.

IAN STEELE, CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA

Everyone here knows, and has known
for a century, that we can always count on
Australia, in good times and bad.

Like the rest of the world, except in
the abodes of the barbarians, I am so
sorry for the calamity that has befallen
your country. It may be noted that a
large number of Indian losses are in-
cluded in these murders. We already
have a fair share in the grief and loss.
May God give you and your compatri-
ots courage to withstand it all.

INDER DAN RATNU, JAIPUR, INDIA

I was terribly shocked at TV news
of America under terrorist's unbeliev-
able attack. Many people in Japan think
that U.S.A. should take the military ac-
tions to cross out terrorists and their
supporter's networks, with very prudent
preparations.

KIYOSHIIGUCHI, YOKOHAMA, JAPAN

Your kind sentiments are much ap-
preciated. Please know that, while many
initially compared this event to Pearl
Harbor, they were quickly reminded that
the latter was a military attack which
avoided civilian targets.. Likewise encour-
aging were the warnings by leaders not to
repeat the mistake of indiscriminately ar-
resting Arab-Americans as were Japanese-
Americans in 1942. Nevertheless Admiral
Isoruku Yamamoto's words after Pearl
Harbor are widely quoted: "We have
awakened a sleeping giant, and filled him
with a terrible resolve." IS

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
improvised, elaborated, and perfected in the very teeth of
the cruel and devastating storm.

We have to ask ourselves this question: Will the
bombing attacks come back again? We have proceeded on
the assumption that they will. Many new arrangements
are being contrived as a result of the hard experience
through which we have passed and the many mistakes
which no doubt we have made—for success is the result of
making many mistakes and learning from experience. If
the lull is to end, if the storm is to renew itself, we will be
ready, we will not flinch, we can take it again.

We ask no favours of the enemy. We seek from
them no compunction. On the contrary, if tonight our
people were asked to cast their vote whether a convention
should be entered into to stop the bombing of cities, the
overwhelming majority would cry, "No, we will mete out
to them the measure, and more than the measure, that
they have meted out to us." The people with one voice
would say: "You have committed every crime under the
sun. Where you have been the least resisted there you have
been the most brutal. It was you who began the indis-
criminate bombing. We will have no truce or parley with
you, or the grisly gang who work your wicked will. You do
your worst—and we will do our best." Perhaps it may be
our turn soon; perhaps it may be our turn now.

We live in a terrible epoch of the human story,
but we believe there is a broad and sure justice running
through its theme. It is time that the enemy should be

made to suffer in their own homelands something of the
torment they have let loose upon their neighbours and
upon the world. We believe it to be in our power to keep
this process going, on a steadily rising tide, month after
month, year after year, until they are either extirpated by
us or, better still, torn to pieces by their own people.

It is for this reason that I must ask you to be pre-
pared for vehement counter-action by the enemy. Our
methods of dealing with them have steadily improved.
They no longer relish their trips to our shores. I do not
know why they do not come, but it is certainly not because
they have begun to love us more. It may be because they
are saving up, but even if that be so, the very fact that they
have to save up should give us confidence by revealing the
truth of our steady advance from an almost unarmed posi-
tion to superiority. But all engaged in our defence forces
must prepare themselves for further heavy assaults. Your
organization, your vigilance, your devotion to duty, your
zeal for the cause must be raised to the highest intensity.

We do not expect to hit without being hit back,
and we intend with every week that passes to hit harder.
Prepare yourselves, then, my friends and comrades, for
this renewal of your exertions. We shall never turn from
our purpose, however sombre the road, however grievous
the cost, because we know that out of this time of trial
and tribulation will be born a new freedom and glory for
all mankind. M>

Datelines continue on page 11
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"OUR QUALITIES AND DEEDS MUST BURN AND GLOW77

Churchill's Wisdom Calls to Us Across the Years

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

/ sit in one of the dives
On Fifty-second Street
Uncertain and afraid
As the clever hopes expire
Of a low dishonest decade;
Waves of anger and fear
Circulate over the bright
And darkened lands of the earth,
Obsessing our private lives;
The unmentionable odour of death
Offends the September night

—W. H. Auden, September I, 1939
Sent to us by Professor Paul A. Rahe

Nineteen forty, he told us, was "a
time when it was equally good to

live or die." Here is another. For five
days after September 11th we were
asked for quotes: What did Churchill
say in similar circumstances? When
did he say it? What effect did it have
on people? Is it appropriate now? Of
course it is appropriate now.

Churchill said at Munich, "I will
begin by saying die most unpopular
thing." Here it is: We are not—quite—
united. The academic left is busily at
work assuring students that America
brought this on herself. At the Univer-
sity of North Carolina Professor
William Blum demanded the President
"apologize to all the widows and or-
phans created by chauvinism, racism
and sexism," and cut the defense bud-
get by 90%. At the University of New
Mexico a Professor Richard Berthold
told his students, "Anybody who can
blow up the Pentagon has my vote." In
Washington, a scraggle of innocents
free to speak through the sacrifice of
others gathered to demonstrate against
"war and racism." The crackpot right
contributed the Rev. Jerry Falwell, who
said this was God's act against "pagans,
abortionists, feminists, gays, lesbians,
the ACLU and People for the Ameri-
can Way."

Ian Langworth at the World Trade Center, 1986

** / I 'he worst difficulties from which
J. we suffer do not come from with-

out. They come from within. They do
not come from the cottages of the wage-
earners. They come from a peculiar type
of brainy people always found in our
country, who, if they add something to
its culture, take much from its strength. \
Our difficulties come from the mood of
unwarrantable self-abasement into
which we have been cast by a powerful
section of our own intellectuals. They j
come from the acceptance of defeatist
doctrines by a large proportion of our
politicians....Nothing can save England j
if she will not save herself. If we lose faith
in ourselves, in our capacity to guide and
govern, if we lose our will to live, then
indeed our story is told."'

Our "Quotation of the Season"
on page 5 can only be from October
1938. What Churchill said in the af-
termath of Munich stands starkly
against the searing pictures of New
York and Washington. We have sus- |
tained "a total and unmitigated de-
feat." There has been "gross neglect
and deficiency in our defences." We
were weighed in the balance and
found wanting.
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It is important however to re-
member that even after Munich, this
renowned man of war was at heart a
peacemaker, who deplored the careless
neglect that had brought war on:

H~V\TThen the situation was man-
Vr ageable it was neglected, and

now that it is thoroughly out of hand we
apply too late the remedies which then
might have effected a cure. There is
nothing new in the story. It is as old as
the sibylline books. It falls into that
long, dismal catalogue ofthefruitlessness
of experience and the confirmed un-
teachability of mankind. Want of fore-
sight, unwillingness to act when action
would be simple and effective, lack of
clear thinking, confusion of counsel
until the emergency comes, until self-
preservation strikes its jarring gong—
these are the features which constitute
the endless repetition of history. "2

We remember equally Churchill's
powerful sense of fair play, which is,
after all, what animated Americas ef-
forts in the Middle East—however
imperfect. It was inconsistent to de-
mand that some UN resolutions be
enforced but not others; naive to urge
any nation to relinquish occupied ter-
ritory without an absolute guarantee
of unimpeachable security; foolish to
bomb the wrong places from afar in
attempts at risk-free retribution. It
was not inconsistent to support the
one democracy in sea of autocracy; to
broker a settlement offering Palestini-
ans 95% of what they wanted; to
spend lives and treasure saving people
in Kuwait, Kosovo, Somalia and
Bosnia—all of them Muslims, ironi-
cally. Churchill said, "We have to as-
sume the burden of the most thankless
tasks, and in undertaking them to be
scoffed at, criticised, and opposed from
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Churchill habitually appeared after heavy raids. In Bristol, April 1941, are (foreground left to right): body-
guard Walter H. Thompson, Clementine Churchill, American Ambassador Gilbert Winant, WSC.

every quarter." 3Well, they have now
exported their jihad, their seventh cen-
tury mentality, their unending strife
and hatreds to our country. And that
makes it personal.

7 in succeeding gen-
erations a lot of talk about the

pacific virtues we displayed; how we ex-
hausted every expedient; how we flaunted
a magnificent patience; how we never lost
our heads or were carried away by fear or
excitement; how we turned the second
cheek to the smiter seven times or more.
Some historians will urge that admira-
tion should be given to a Government of
honourable high-minded men who bore
provocation with exemplary forbearance
and piled up to their credit all the Chris-
tian virtues, especially those which com-
mand electioneering popularity....

"I hope it will also be written how
hard all this was upon the ordinary
common folk who fill the casualty lists.
Under-represented in Government and
Parliamentary institutions, they confide
their safety to the Ministers and the
Prime Minister of the day. They have
just cause of complaint if their guides or
rulers so mismanage their affairs that in
the end they are thrust into the worst of
wars with the worst of chances."4

So we are at war—never mind
what slick "operation" we call it: with
armed forces 40% of their size a
decade ago, and intelligence demon-
strably in need of overhaul. Will we
get it right this time, or resume the
follies that may someday cost us our
lives? Our inertia in defending our
liberty dogs our history. How often,
Churchill wondered, must we learn
the old truths anew, to slide slowly
down from invincibility, only to be
reminded by sudden calamity that we
have neglected the primary mission of
government: to provide for the com-
mon defense?

^O till, if you will not fight for the
bright when you can easily win

without bloodshed; if you will not fight
when your victory will be sure and not
too costly; you may come to the moment
when you will have to fight with all the
odds against you and only a precarious
chance of survival. There may even be a
worse case. You may have to fight when
there is no hope of victory, because it is
better to perish than live as slaves."5

Moral relativists once told us
Nazis just wanted a place in the sun;
today they tell us the same about the

new barbarians. Unlike Christianity
and Judaism, Islam has never experi-
enced reform. Thirteen centuries after
Christianity's founding, its fanatics
were burning infidels in the name of
God. Thirteen centuries after Islam's
founding is now. Its fanatics will never
separate church and state. Wherever
they rule, women are chattel and non-
believers are persecuted: African
Christians, Afghan Hindus, Indone-
sian Buddhists, Jews everywhere. Why
are we hated? Because here, women
are empowered. Here, Christians, Jews
and Muslims live peacefully together.
"Tell the truth to the British people!"
Churchill once thundered in frustra-
tion. There is the truth.

s^aM have no truce or parley
with you, or the grisly gang

who work your wicked will. You do your
worst—and we will do our best.... We
do not expect to hit without being hit
back, and we intend with every week
that passes to hit harder. Prepare your-
selves then, my friends and comrades, for
this renewal of your exertions. We shall
never turn from our purpose, however
sombre the road, however grievous the
cost, because we know that out of this
time of trial and tribulation will be
born a new freedom and glory for all
mankind."6

Churchill warned that the task at
hand would not be easy. Not for him
the 1914 formulation, "it will all be
over by Christmas." On the contrary,
he said (and President Bush has al-
most said): "We must prepare our-
selves for hard and heavy tidings."

After Pearl Harbor Churchill
brought this message to America. The
enemy may be "dazzled and dizzy with
their own schemes of aggression and
the prospect of early victories." They
have misjudged us. It is "difficult to
reconcile [their] action with prudence
or even with sanity. What kind of a
people do they think we are? Is it possi-
ble they do not realize that we shall
never cease to persevere against >»
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them until they have been taught a
lesson which they and the world will
never forget?" 7

The Congress of the United
States, including many a grim old iso-
lationist, stood on its collective feet
and roared. Churchill told them:

ome people may be startled or
momentarily depressed when, like

your President, I speak of a long and
hard war. But our peoples would rather
know the truth, sombre though it be.
And afier all, when we are doing the
noblest work in the world, not only de-
fending our hearths and homes but the
cause of freedom in other lands, the
question of when deliverance comes falls
into its proper place in the grand pro-
portions of human history. Sure I am
that this day—now—we are the mas-
ters of our fate; that the task which has
been set us is not above our strength;
that its pangs and toils are not beyond
our endurance. As long as we have faith
in our cause and an unconquerable
will-power, salvation will not be denied
us. In the words of the Psalmist, "He
shall not be afraid of evil tidings; his
heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord. " 7

Can America, Britain and their
allies stay the course? The enemy has
two hopes, as Churchill warned in
1944: "The first is that by lengthen-
ing the struggle he may wear down
our resolution; the second and more
important hope is that division will
arise."8 Division has already arisen;
but the performance of the common
people, the leaders of major parties,
and, remarkably, the civilized world,
suggests that today's generation does
not lack the staying power of its pre-
decessors. We will need it.

JL n
his is the lesson: never give in,

never give in, never, never, never,

never—in nothing, great or small, large
or petty—never give in except to convic-
tions of honour and good sense. Never
yield to force; never yield to the appar-
ently overwhelming might of the
enemy....Do not let us speak of darker
days; let us rather speak of sterner days.
These are not dark days: these are great
days—the greatest days our country has
ever lived—and we must all thank God
that we have been allowed, each of us ac-
cording to our stations, to play a part in
making these days memorable in the his-
tory of our race."9

Never give in—and never misun-
derstand. This was not the work of
ragtag guerrillas, materializing briefly
to strike and melt away. This was the
work of educated, methodical barbar-
ians who made a careful appraisal of
the likely reaction. "We must at least
entertain the possibility," wrote Paul
Rahe, "that those who planned this
operation planned its consequences,
that they thought also, with equal in-
telligence and understanding, con-
cerning our likely reaction to the
havoc that they intended to wreak.
We must ponder whether they might
have understood just how much dam-
age we would do to ourselves eco-
nomically in the aftermath, just how
cautious and fearful that we would
become, just how inclined many
Americans would be to wring their
hands and blame their country for
what the terrorists had done." If they
have so judged us, they are unwise.

ly people—and there were
many, not only in enemy coun-

tries—might discount the force of the
United States. Some said they were soft,
others that they would never be united.
They would fool around at a distance.
They would never come to grips. They
would never stand blood-letting. Their

democracy and system of recurrent elec-
tions would paralyze their war effort.
They would be just a vague blur on the
horizon to friend or foe. Now we should
see the weakness of this numerous but
remote, wealthy, and talkative people.
But I had studied the American Civil
War, fought out to the last desperate
inch. American blood flowed in my
veins. I thought of a remark which Ed-
ward Grey had made to me more than
thirty years before—that the United
States is like a gigantic boiler. Once the
fire is lighted under it there is no limit
to the power it can generate.'"'"

With twenty years' battle experi-
ence, from frontier skirmishes near
Afghanistan to the Great War's West-
ern Front, Churchill knew how diffi-
cult war can be. It never fazed him.
His courage calls to us across the years
from that bleak May of 1940:

a* I i'oday is Trinity Sunday. Cen-
JL turies ago words were written to

be a call and a spur to the faithful ser-
vants of Truth and Justice: Arm your-
selves, and be ye men of valour, and be
in readiness for the conflict; for it is bet-
ter for us to perish in battle than to look
upon the outrage of our nation and our
altar. As the Will of God is in Heaven,
even so let it be.'""

From Rudy Giuliani in his base-
ball cap to a President quoting the
man whose bust adorns his office, we
have just been reminded of how vital
Churchill remains to free peoples:
how appropriate his words, how con-
tagious his resolve, how necessary his
optimism. We have only to follow his
precepts. Then truly it may be said
that if the Great Democracies last for
a thousand years, we shall still look to
Winston Churchill as the essence and
distillation of liberty. $

Footnotes
1. Royal Society of St. George, 24 April 1933
2. House of Commons, 12 April 1935
3. House of Commons, 8 December 1944
4. Unpublished passage from The Gathering Storm,

from Martin Gilbert, Winston S. Churchill,

Companion Volume V, Part 3 "The Coming
of War" 1623, brought to our attention
by Gregory Smith.

5. The Gathering Storm, 272 (English edition),
348 (American edition)

6. Civil Defence Services, Hyde Park, 14 July 1941

7. United States Congress, 26 December 1941
8. House of Commons, 27 October 1944
9. Harrow School, 29 October 1941
10. The Grand Alliance, 540 (English edition),

607 (American edition)
11. Broadcast, London, 19 May 1940
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"Churchill in a Yankees Cap"
NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 14TH— T h i s , N e w

Yorkers have been saying almost since
the first nightmare fireball appeared on
their television screens, has been Rudy
Giuliani's finest hour.

The wartime analogy feels apt. The
mayor has offered a grittier, Flatbush-
flavored version of Franklin Roosevelt's
fireside chats. He's been operations
manager and pastor, diversity-training
counselor and dauntless cheerleader, a
normally contentious figure suddenly
turned symbol of the city's unity. He's
been Winston Churchill in a Yankees
cap. "I want the people of New York to
be an example to the rest of the country
and the rest of the world that terrorism
can't stop us," he said on the first day,
having scrambled out of a downtown
building where he himself was trapped
for several minutes after the first of the
Twin Towers dissolved.

The mayor is everywhere, all the
time, it seems—visiting Ground Zero
in a white mask and hard hat; at hospi-
tals; phoning radio stations; giving press
briefings from an "undisclosed loca-
tion." He often wore an FDNY cap and
an EMS windbreaker, tributes to the
firefighters, who've taken catastrophic
losses, and emergency medical workers.

He knew without a teleprompter
how many truckloads of debris were re-
moved from the attack site, confirmed
the number of body bags ordered, an-
nounced how many remained missing.
He told people where to find shelters
and where to donate blood; he passed
out photos of an airliner flight recorder
box so anyone who found one would
recognize it ("except it'll be obviously
covered with soot and dirt").

—via Chris Dunford from The Washing-
ton Post. The cartoon is from a the San Anto-
nio Express News, via Carol Ferguson.

"We Stand By You":
A Letter Home

E-mail from an officer aboard USS
Winston S. Churchill. Approved for re-
lease by U.S. Navy, sent by Dean Chris
Sterling, George Washington University.

Dear Dad,
Well, we are still out at sea, with lit-

tle direction as to what our next priority
is. The remainder of our port visits,
which were to be centered around max
liberty and goodwill to the UK, have all
but been canceled. We have spent every
day since the attacks going back and
forth within imaginary boxes drawn in
the ocean, standing high-security
watches, and trying to make the best of
our time. It hasn't been that fun I must
confess, and to be even more honest, a
lot of people are frustrated either that
they can't be home or that we don't have
more to do right now.

We have seen the articles and the
photographs, and they are sickening.
Being isolated as we are, I don't think
we appreciate the full scope of what is
happening back home, but we are feel-
ing the effects.

About two hours ago the junior of-
ficers were called to the bridge to con-
duct shiphandling drills. We were about
to do a man overboard when we got a
call from the Lutjens (D185), a German
warship that was moored ahead of us
on the pier in Plymouth, England.
While in port, the Winston S. Churchill
and Lutjens got together for a sports
day/cookout on our fantail, and we
made some pretty good friends.

Now at sea, they called over on
bridge-to-bridge, requesting to pass us
close up on our port side to say good-
bye. We prepared to render them hon-
ors on the bridgewing, and the Captain
told the crew to come topside to wish
them farewell.

As they were making their ap-
proach, our Conning Officer an-
nounced through her binoculars that
they were flying an American flag. As
they came closer, we saw that it was fly-
ing at half-mast. The bridgewing was
crowded with people as the boatswain's
mate blew two whistles—Attention to

Port. As Lutjens came alongside we saw
that the entire crew of the German ship
were manning the rails in their dress
blues. They had made up a sign that
read, "We Stand by You."

Needless to say there was not a dry
eye on the bridge as they stayed along-
side us for a few minutes and we cut
our salutes. It was probably the most
powerful thing I have seen in my entire
life and more than a few of us fought to
retain our composure.

The German Navy did an incredi-
ble thing for this crew. It's amazing to
think that only sixty years ago things
were quite different. It has truly been
the highest point in the days since the
attacks.

To see the unity that is being
demonstrated throughout Europe and
the world makes us all feel proud to be
out here doing our job. We are no
longer at liberty to divulge our location
over unsecure e-mail, but we could not
have asked for a finer day at sea.

After the Lutjens pulled away and
we prepared to begin our man over-
board drills the Officer of the Deck
turned to me and said, "I'm staying
Navy." I'll write you when I know more
about when I'll be home, but for now,
this is probably the best news that I
could send you. Love you guys. »>

FINEST HOUR 112/11



DATELINES

CHURCHILL CALENDAR 2001
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WSC with the King and Queen after a Nazi aircraft
demolished part of Buckingham Palace, 13Sep40.

Tribeca: Why We Stay
NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 17TH— In and on
"September 1, 1939," poet W.H.
Auden wrote of how the "clever hopes
expire of a low dishonest decade." The
clever hopes of another low, dishonest
decade expired a few hundred feet away
before the eyes of my wife and me as we
walked our three-year-old son to his
first day of preschool.

The world view in and around
Tribeca, where we live less than a mile
from Ground Zero, has turned upside
down. A neighborhood that twice over-
whelmingly gave its vote to a candidate
who boasted that his generation
"loathe [d]" the military now welcomes
hundreds of uniformed reservists and
military police.

Almost from the first moments
after the attack came the questions. Are
you going to move out of New York
City permanently? The answer, of
course, is "No." We stay.

Many people know that Queen
Elizabeth the Queen Mother, at 101 the

last surviving Allied leader from World
War II, is a revered figured in her coun-
try. But few understand why.

In 1940, the woman now known
as the Queen Mother was, as consort of
George VI, Queen of England. She was
also the mother of two small daughters,
Princess Margaret and Princess Eliza-
beth—the latter heir to the throne,
aged only 14. As Hitler's planes rained
bombs on London for more than a year,
the Queen was asked whether she
would remove her daughters from the
capital. Her reply won her the undying
love of free people everywhere: "The
girls will not leave unless I do. I will not
leave unless the King does. And the
King will not leave under any circum-
stances whatsoever."

Hitler, like the present enemies of
our country, struck at the most visible
symbols: The House of Commons was
bombed into rubble. Their Parliament
in ruins, Londoners might well have
made a panicked exodus from their city.
But led by a patriotic and determined
spirit in both their King and Queen,
and in Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, Britons stayed. So shall we.
—James Higgins, Claremmt Institute Precepts

EBartlettWatt
TORONTO, AUGUST 19TH— Bar t W a t t , C o -

Founder of the Churchill Society for
the Advancement of Parliamentary
Democracy and the foremost living col-
lector of Churchill's writings, died here
today. Born in London, Ontario, he
served in World War II with distinction

in the 19th Canadian Army Field Regi-
ment, in the European theater. While
overseas, he met his beautiful and gra-
cious Belgian soulmate, Lucienne. In
Churchill's words, they "married and
lived happily ever after."

Bart started collecting Sir Win-
ston's works in 1967 at a rather lofty
level. Wandering through a Liverpool
bookshop, he found a signed, limited
edition of Marlborough—not a bad
start. In his thorough and businesslike
manner, he set out to acquire fine
copies of each of the great man's works
as well as important related material.

I met Bart in the early 1970s, and
we quickly became friends. We travelled
together to the 1978 Annual Dinner of
the Edmonton Churchill Society at
which Viscount Hailsham spoke, and
Bart was so taken by the success of that
Society and their Annual Dinner that
he resolved to establish a corresponding
Society in Toronto. With like-minded
friends he established the Toronto-
based Churchill Society for the Ad-
vancement of Parliamentary Democ-
racy, which held its first Annual Dinner
in 1984. The Dinners are a significant
Toronto occasion, bringing together a
speaker on Sir Winston and a Canadian
political figure who is chosen annually
to receive the Society's lifetime Award
for Excellence in the Cause of Parlia-
mentary Democracy.

Bart's dedication to Churchillian
matters, as to family and friends, was
broadly appreciated. Sadly, he was pre-
deceased by his daughter Michele 13
months before. He is survived by Luci-
enne and their son David; Bart's sister
Joann; David's children Eric, Danielle
and Alexander Watt; and Michele's chil-
dren, Christopher and Erika Cassidy.

Some years ago, permanently to
mark their ties to England and their an-
nual visits to London, Lucienne Watt
dedicated a bench in the centre of
Berkeley Square to Bart. Visiting
Churchillians might like to seek out the
bench, sit tranquilly on it and reflect on
the Greatest Englishman from the van-
tage point of a committed man who
built his own substantial monuments to
Sir Winston's memory.

—Ronald I. Cohen
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Charles Granville Rob MC
BERLIN, VERMONT, JULY 27TH— Charles

Granville Rob, 88, a British- born sur-
geon who operated on Winston
Churchill and taught generations of
young physicians, died today. Dr. Rob,
who pioneered techniques for the repair
of damaged blood vessels, was one of
Britain's foremost surgeons when the
University of Rochester medical school
brought him to the United States in
1960. He was professor of surgery and
department chairman in Rochester
until 1978, later teaching in North Car-
olina and Bethesda, Maryland, where
made his permanent home.

While at Cambridge, Rob became
a pilot with a reserve commission in the
RAF, and in 1941 he was assigned to a
parachute brigade as surgical specialist.
Air-dropped into Tunisia in 1942, he
started operating on wounded soldiers
under heavy fire. For his bravery, he was
decorated on the battlefield with the
Military Cross. After the war, while still
in Britain, Dr. Rob was regularly called
in as a specialist to tend to Churchill,
who was aging and increasingly infirm.
His numerous medical papers were
published throughout the world.

Dr. Rob's prescriptions could be
quite earthy. At a British Medical Asso-
ciation meeting on the surgical treat-
ment of blood clots in 1957, he said
that the best painkiller was a stiff drink
of whisky. "We put our patients on big
and rapid doses of whisky up to the
maximum tolerance in individual
cases," Dr. Rob said. "The best treat-
ment for the condition is rest. The best
way to rest is sleep. The best way to get
sleep is to relieve pain, and the best way
to relieve pain is to give whisky."
—Wolfgang Saxon in The New York Times

"Churchill Way," Florida
MANALAPAN, FLA., SEPTEMBER 24TH— M a n -

alapan Estates is a waterfront develop-
ment of seven properties on a 5.7-acre
parcel near Miami Beach. The develop-
ers have named the entry road
"Churchill Way" in memory of Sir
Winston, "who visited the estate on sev-
eral occasions."

Although they say the property was

Churchill Way, Manalapan, Florida

formerly the "Vanderbilt Estate," we
can't help wondering if this was part of
the property owned by Canadian ship
owner Frank W. Clarke, where
Churchill rested before delivering the
Fulton Speech in March 1946. (Clarke
worked for Churchill on the British
Gazette during the 1926 General Strike;
after the Quebec Conference in 1943
he lent Churchill the use of his lakeside
cabin; see the Official Biography
8:182.) More details from Ocean & In-
tracoastal Properties, tel. 561-533-5533.

Randy Barber, William Manchester, Jonah
Triebwasser, 1995 Churchill Conference, Boston

Last Lion Still Alive
NEW YORK, AUGUST 17TH— The New York
Times ran an eloquent lament that
William Manchester has reluctantly con-
ceded that he no longer has the
Churchillian stamina required to com-
plete his Churchill trilogy, The Last Lion:

"To understand the popular appeal
of his biography, consider the final sen-
tence of volume 2: And now, in the
desperate spring of 1940, with the reins
of power at last firm in his grasp, he re-
solved to lead Britain and her fading
empire in one last great struggle worthy
of all they had been and meant, to arm
the nation, not only with weapons but
also with the mace of honor, creating in
every English breast a soul beneath the
ribs of death.' This is indeed grandiose.
Its very sound—echoing Churchill's
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prose—makes a claim for his impor-
tance to the last century....It is our mis-
fortune not to have that struggle again,
as told by William Manchester."

This drew a reply from Michael
Pietsch, Little Brown's publisher, who
states that he and Manchester are dis-
cussing bringing in a writer with whom
he could complete the work. "The first
250 pages of the third volume are fin-
ished, and Mr. Manchester long ago
wrote an extraordinarily detailed, care-
fully organized set of notes, coded ac-
cording to character, subject and time,
complete through Churchill's death.
This is part of a vast body of work al-
ready done on the tliird volume. I am
talking with writers who might be capa-
ble of completing this weighty project
and will present candidates for Mr.
Manchester's approval. It is our hope
that in this way Mr. Manchester will be
able to oversee the completion of his
magnificent biography, and readers will
be able to read the dramatic and mov-
ing story of Churchill's role in World
War II and after."

LOCAL & NATIONAL

Churchill in Britain
PORTSMOUTH, UK— The International
Festival of the Sea, a four-day spectacle,
took place at HM Naval Base, Ports-
mouth at the end of August. A quarter
of a million visitors attended, along
with 26 Tall Ships and more than 650
classic and traditional boats ranging
from a tiny coracle to the lovingly
tended classics including several of
America's Cup yachts.

Dominating the exhibition were
numerous Royal Navy vessels and ships
from ten other Navies. In pride of place
was USS Winston S. Churchill, at her
first overseas port-of-call; she attracted
much interest in the press and on na-
tional television as well as among the
huge crowds of visitors.

On the evening before the Festival
opened, Commander Michael T.
Franken and his crew held a reception
on the flight deck to mark their arrival
on the previous afternoon. Among those
present were the Lord Lieutenant »»
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Nigel Knocker (r) presents "Sail on, O Ship of
State" to DDG81's captain, Cdr. Mike Franken.

of Hampshire, the United States Am-
bassador, the First Sea Lord & Chief of
Naval Staff, the Commander-in-Chief
US Navy Europe and the Commandant
General Royal Marines.

A number of ICS (UK) members
had also been invited. This gave Chair-
man Nigel Knocker the opportunity to
make a presentation to Commander
Franken: a facsimile of the illuminated
verse "Sail on, O Ship of State," about a
dozen of which Winston Churchill had
made up and brought to the Atlantic
Charter Meeting at Placentia Bay in Au-
gust 1941; President Roosevelt and he
each signed the copies, each kept one,
and a precious few were given to those
attending. The Longfellow verse had
earlier been sent by the President to
Churchill with a note in his own hand:
"I think this verse applies to you people
as it does to us." This sentiment was es-
pecially appropriate exactly sixty years
after the Atlantic Meeting.

One delighted visitor to the ship
during the Festival was Mr. Patrick
Kinna. He had been one of Winston
Churchill's private secretaries for most
of World War II and accompanied him
to the Atlantic Meeting and on numer-
ous subsequent occasions, including
visits to Roosevelt and Stalin. He was
very pleased to be presented with a pic-
ture of the ship. Our Patron, Lady
Soames, also visited the ship at
Portsmouth and stayed on board for
one night.

After Portsmouth, USS Winston S.
Churchill sailed north and was due to
visit a number of other ports in the
United Kingdom and also Dublin and
Norway. Her present whereabouts are
now the business of the Navy.

AROUND & ABOUT

Winston Churchill was the most quoted histori-
cal figure during the week following Septem-

ber 1 lth .... Anent "Operation Enduring Freedom,"
Suzanne Sigman sent us this: "Operations,"
Churchill said, "ought not to be described by code-
words which imply a boastful and over-confident sen-
timent." Their names "ought not to be names of friv-
olous character. They should not be ordinary words."
.... On the September 15th weekend, Chartwell had
3,000 more visitors than the same weekend last year; in London, 20,000 stood
vigil at the American Embassy in Grosvenor Square while floral tributes appeared
at the Whitehall statue of Franklin Roosevelt.... Toronto Sun columnist Peter
Worthington received our 2001 Utter Excess Award for demanding that President
Bush deliver an on-the-spot fight-on-the-beaches speech, and not be a "grief
counsellor scurrying from airport to airport (Florida, Louisiana, Nebraska) in
safety, rather than risking Washington"; and for excoriating his own country for
providing a porous border. Everybody knows why the Secret Service moved Bush
about and it had nothing to do with the President's wishes. If Bush's first remarks
didn't suffice, his later ones did. Churchill, remember, wasn't asked to deliver his
"Finest Hour" speech within moments of a disaster. This was certainly the most
ignorant article we have come across except in the abodes of the guilty .... The first
New Yorker we got through to after September 1 lth was Churchill Center Associ-
ate Glenn Horowitz, a prominent antiquarian bookseller known for his quality
Churchill material who fortunately was uptown on September 1 lth .... Glenn said
the photo of the first plane hitting the North Tower was not accidental: "Note the
fireman in battle dress in that frame—hundreds were at the WTC for a training
exercise and had a camera trained on the tower. They rushed to the scene just as
the South Tower was hit; as many as 300 are dead" .... The towers were among
the first to be designed to implode rather than topple. An older type of construc-
tion might have taken many city blocks with it.... Benjamin Netanyahu said the
fanatics are working on a nuke, and that we'd better deal with them now .... Aides
to Seattle Mayor Paul Schell were stunned September 12th when they opened an
envelope containing an invitation from New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani. The in-
vitation was for an October conference on disaster preparedness and included ses-
sions on terrorism, major-event planning and "major building collapses with im-
plications." The location: 7 World Trade Center. $

Churchill in Washington
WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 11TH— W i n s t o n S.

Churchill, honorary member, trustee
and Churchill Center Associate, deliv-
ered a major address today at the Na-
tional Press Club in Washington, D.C.,
entitled "The United States, Britain &
Europe: The Coming Crisis." He of-
fered thoughts on the new circum-
stances and future for the "special rela-
tionship" largely forged by Mr.
Churchill's grandfather before, during
and after the Second World War. By
special arrangement, Churchill Center
members attended a pre-address lun-
cheon at the Press Club member rate

and immediately after the speech were
welcomed at a private reception with
the speaker.

The sponsor of Mr. Churchill's
visit was Churchill Center member
Tom Pazzi of Potomac Management
Inc., with assistance from The
Churchill Center. In the evening, Mr.
Pazzi arranged a special dinner for Mr.
and Mrs. Churchill at Washington's fa-
mous Willard Hotel, attended by nu-
merous distinguished guests. They in-
cluded Senator Max Clelland (D-Ga.),
Representative Ken Hoekstra (R-ML),
columnist Robert Novak, President
Susan Eisenhower of the Eisenhower

FINEST HOUR 112/14




