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IMMORTAL WORDS
Received FH 112 and wanted to say how

much I like the Sept 1 lth feature: just the tonic!
ROBERT COURTS, WEST MIDLANDS, ENGLAND

"Our Qualities and Deeds Must Burn and
Glow" in Finest Hour 112 was beautiful.

ROBERT O. DISQUE, MILFORD, CONN.

I read your stirring essay in FH 112 and
must thank you for it. Your scholarship is im-
peccable and you have assembled excellent pas-
sages from Churchill. I too had thought of his
"You may have to fight when there is no hope of
victory," from The Gathering Storm. Just as Or-
well and Bernard Levin have criticized those
who say "their system is no worse than ours, we
oppress people just as they do," you point out
that there is a pretty big divide between "us" and
"them." Really, a most valuable article, written
with Churchillian declamation.

MORTIMER CHAMBERS,

PROFESSOR EMERITUS OF HISTORY

UCLA, LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

Great minds think alike! I have been doing
a great deal of broadcasting regarding September
11th (my first doctorate is in the international
law of guerrilla warfare) and I, also, have been
using the 14 July 1941 quotation, "You do your
worst, and we will do our best."

PROFESSOR KEITH SUTER, SYDNEY, AUS.

You did a magnificent job of selecting so
very many of the exactly right quotes from Sir
Winston to guide his strength and wisdom to
the minds of today's English-Speaking Peoples.
Surely his words clarify the attitude, courage and
resolve needed by Americans and others, as was
true those decades ago. Wouldst but everyone in
the country and the world might hear them, or
at least read them.

JOHN C. HASSETT, BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF.

Your construct of paralleling current events
with Churchill's mastery of language and leader-
ship is nicely and forcefully done: a fine mes-
sage, finely drawn. In the end, you make the
words of Churchill fit a kaleidoscope of evolving
(devolving?) situations, and you do it very well.
When this is published I would reprint it and
make sure it went to every foundation, potential
donor and funding source under President
Plumpton's signature. People who appreciate the
message and the word should be afforded the
clear opportunity to show it—long or short
term, large or small, restricted or open-ended.

JIM LANE, SEATTLE, WASH.

Thanks for the kind words, I worked very
hard on that. A shorter version was published op-ed
in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. A "Special Edi-
tion"of FH 112 contains all our September 11th-
related articles, including this one, Churchill's

speech, letters, the Giuliani and Winston S.
Churchill articles, and Jeff Wallin's interview with
Juan Williams of Fox News. It is available free to
any Churchill Center Associate, supporter of The
Churchill Center Heritage Fund, or for any dona-
tion readers care to make. Checks may be in local
currency to The Churchill Center (USA), ICS
(UK) or ICS (Canada).—Ed.

CHURCHILL AND THE MONARCHY
In the abstract of "Churchill and the

Monarchy" by David Cannadine {FH 111: 14),
he states that after the abdication of Edward
VIII, Churchill "remained loyal to the Duke of
Windsor as far as he could without prejudicing
his greater loyalty to the Crown." Professor Can-
nadine must know more than I do about
Churchill's knowledge of the Duke's admiration
for Nazism. But the fact that Churchill sum-
moned the Duke back from Spain under a
veiled threat of court martial suggests displea-
sure, and the Duke's subsequent banishment to
the Bahamas reinforces that suggestion.

JOSEPH R. ABRAHAMSON M.D. (jabraham@ucsd.edu)

"Loyal" is not the best word—/ think the
point Cannadine makes is that Churchill would
not prejudice loyalty to the Crown in his relations
with the Duke. WSC was certainly concerned over
the Duke's apparent sentiments; and also over the
Duke's grim performance as Governor of the Ba-
hamas. See also "The Unforgivable David Wind-
sor" in "Datelines, "page 7.—Ed.

VANISHING NATIONAL ANTHEMS
Your excellent piece on Vanished Anthems

in FH 111 roused memories of an earlier On-
tario culture at school. 9AM: call to order, little
boys and girls in early forms of manufactured or
home-made clothing, standing beside little desks
with lift-tops and inkwells (the girl in front of
me had pigtails which I experimented with, try-
ing to tip them into the inkwell). 9:05: One
verse of "God Save the King" followed by as
many verses of "Maple Leaf Forever" as were
written on the "roily-blind" pulled down over
the chalk board. Sometime in the 1930s, "O
Canada" was introduced and "The Maple Leaf"
was retired, occasionally to be heard but always
more out of date. "O Canada" (or as my Irish
background would have it "O'Canada") was
awkwardly worded and was later rewritten to re-
flect French Canada. In one of these interim pe-
riods another verse of "God Save the Queen"
was written to make one anthem do for us:

Our loved Dominion bless,
With peace and happiness,

From shore to shore;
God let our Empire be,
United loyal and free,

True to herself and Thee,
For evermore.

JOHN SIBBALD, JACKSON'S POINT, ONT.

continued overleaf...
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ering Storm. Just as Orwell and Bernard
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DATELINES
QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

"...tne United States, united as never berore, nave drawn tne
sword tor treedom and cast away tne scabbard."

—WSC, CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 26 DECEMBER 1941

Quotation of the Decade?
Gregory Smith offers this Churchill

comment on that great religion we are not
fighting against, from The River War,
first edition, Vol. II, pages 248-50 (Lon-
don: Longmans, Green & Co., 1899).

"How dreadful are the curses
which Mohammedanism lays on its
votaries! Besides the fanatical frenzy,
which is as dangerous in a man as hy-
drophobia in a dog, there is this fearful
fatalistic apathy. The effects are appar-
ent in many countries. Improvident
habits, slovenly systems of agriculture,
sluggish methods of commerce, and in-
security of property exist wherever the
followers of the Prophet rule or live. A
degraded sensualism deprives this life of
its grace and refinement; the next of its
dignity and sanctity. The fact that in
Mohammedan law every woman must
belong to some man as his absolute
property—either as a child, a wife, or a
concubine—must delay the final ex-
tinction of slavery until the faith of
Islam has ceased to be a great power
among men. Individual Moslems may
show splendid qualities. Thousands be-
come the brave and loyal soldiers of the
Queen; all know how to die; but the in-
fluence of the religion paralyses the so-
cial development of those who follow it.
No stronger retrograde force exists in
the world. Far from being moribund,
Mohammedanism is a militant and
proselytizing faith. It has already spread
throughout Central Africa, raising fear-
less warriors at every step; and were it
not that Christianity is sheltered in the
strong arms of science—the science
against which it had vainly struggled—
the civilisation of modern Europe
might fall, as fell the civilisation of an-
cient Rome."
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The Universal Churchill
NEW YORK & LONDON, NOVEMBER 11TH—

Two months since September 11th,
Winston Churchill remains the domi-
nant historical reference, his quotations
on every lip, while cynics take turns
comparing him (and Chamberlain) to
George W. Bush and Bill Clinton.

Comparing the current President
to Churchill, The Economist admitted
that Bush is "a super-fit teetotaler while
Churchill was a cigar-smoking puffball
whose daily alcohol regime included
[inaccuracies omitted]. And yet Mr.
Bush is marching into battle against ter-
rorism with Churchill's ghost by his
side. He has a bronze bust in the Oval
Office and lards his speeches with
Churchillian-sounding phrases.

"Karl Rove, Mr. Bush's guiding
hand, recently put up a poster of
Churchill in the Old Executive Office
Building. Donald Rumsfeld invoked
Churchill in pouring scorn on people
who doubt America's will [and quotes
WSC's phrase that] 'the truth is so pre-
cious that she must always be accompa-
nied by a bodyguard of lies'....The
biggest reason for invoking Churchill, of
course, is that he won his war. But Mr.
Bush and his men should not forget
that, for all their gratitude, the British
people then kicked him out of his job."

Across the ideological divide, The
Telegraph Group's senior North Ameri-
can columnist Mark Steyn labeled Bill
Clinton "Unfit to be ex-president" in a
slashing comparison with Chamberlain:
"In 1940, when Neville Chamberlain
resigned as prime minister, Churchill
asked him to stay on as leader of the
Conservative Party and to remain in the
cabinet...Churchill paid him handsome
tribute and cried at his bier....In the last

continued overleaf
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months [Chamberlain] was lost in in-
trospection and wracked with guilt. I'm
not saying Bill Clinton's the designated
Chamberlain....But, given his own
desultory responses to Osama bin
Laden's ever bolder provocations, you'd
think even Bill Clinton could find time
for a little introspection and quiet self-
assessment. "

Afghanistan, Steyn concludes, has
no unseemly ex-presidents: "King Zahir
is still around, but for his various suc-
cessors, their presidencies' expiry dates
tend also to be their own. Zahir was de-
posed in 1973 by his cousin Daoud,
who was killed by his successor Taraki,
who was suffocated by his successor
Hafizullah Amin, who was executed by
the Soviets, who installed Babrak Kar-
mal, who died in Moscow but in a rare
break with tradition managed to outlive
his replacement, Najibullah, whom the
Taliban wound up hanging from a traf-
fic post. I wouldn't wish such a fate on
our ex-president, but it seems to me
that if Bill really wants to be monarch,
he's younger and fitter than King Zahir.
Let's install him on the throne in Kabul,
and let him get back to working for the
Afghan people."

Dear oh dear. Still, we don't mind
Churchill's rediscovery by our various
rulers, pundits and decision makers.

The Ascension
(New Revised Edition)
BOSTON, OCTOBER I5TH— Hostage to For-

tune: The Letters of Joseph P. Kennedy,
compiled by his granddaughter
Amanda Smith, appears to challenge
Churchill's description of his alleged si-
lence during the fateful May 1940
meeting that decided the premiership.

Kennedy recorded a meeting he
had with Chamberlain three weeks be-
fore the latter's death: Chamberlain said
he had made no secret of his preference
for Lord Halifax, prompting Halifax to
suggest, "Perhaps I can't do it from the
Lords." This, Chamberlain continued,
had caused Churchill to exclaim, "I
don't think you could." And, Chamber-
lain added, "He wouldn't come and that
settled it." That, writes Anthony
Howard in The Times, "could only
mean one thing. To secure his own ac-

Churchill and Halifax in Whitehall, 29Mar38.
Hitler had annexed Austria on the 21st.

cession, Churchill indicated that he
would refuse to serve under Halifax."

Relevant to this is Prof. Larry
Witherell's recent paper (we will pub-
lish an abstract next issue) suggesting
that Chamberlain was forced out by
Lord Salisbury's "Watching Commit-
tee." (But see Charles Lysaght on
Bracken's influence on Churchill's strat-
egy during the meeting, page 18.)

It occurs to us that Witherell and
Kennedy may both be right but that it
doesn't entirely negate Churchill's ver-
sion. Per Kennedy, Churchill may still
have remained silent for a long time in
the famous meeting, but then replied,
"I don't think you could" when, as he
writes, "at last Halifax spoke." Cham-
berlain may have looked upon this as
Churchill's way of "not coming along"
in a Halifax premiership. Maybe so,
though it seems that the big problem
was Halifax not coming along.

Likewise, Salisbury's Watching
Committee may indeed have been ef-
fective in causing the Tory defections
which convinced Chamberlain of the
need for a national government in May
1940. But had Labour been willing to
serve under Chamberlain, could Salis-
bury have prevented a coalition? He

was hardly a figure who could com-
mand legions; it is inconceivable that he
could have forestalled a Labour-backed
coalition.

The historians give us valuable new
information, but are they making more
of all this than needs to be made? What
changes? Chamberlain realized that a
coalition was imperative. He could not
command a coalition. He sent for Hali-
fax and Churchill. Halifax could not or
would not serve from the Lords. Ergo
Winston. Are we missing something?

Naming Operations
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 15TH— C o l u m n i s t

Florence King has taken some punches
at Operation Enduring Freedom, cur-
rent label for the Afghan War: "If the
Bushies put it through the sensitivity
grinder one more time, they'll have to
call it the Inoffensive Offensive." Sev-
eral readers drew our attention to
Churchill's eminently sensible guide-
lines for naming operations, in an 8 Au-
gust 1943 minute to "Pug" Ismay, Sec-
retary of the Defence Committee:

"Operations in which large num-
bers of men may lose their lives ought
not to be decided by code-words that
imply a boastful and over-confident sen-
timent, such as 'Triumphant,' or con-
versely, which are calculated to invest
the plan with an air of despondency,
such as 'Woebetide' and 'Flimsy.' They
ought not to be names of a frivolous
character, such as 'Bunnyhug' and 'Bal-
lyhoo.' They should not be ordinary
words often used in other connections,
such as 'Flood,' 'Sudden,' and
'Supreme.' Names of living people—
ministers or commanders—should be
avoided. Intelligent thought will already
supply an unlimited number of well-
sounding names that do not suggest the
character of the operation or disparage it
in any way and do not enable some
widow or mother to say that her son was
killed in an operation called 'Bunnyhug'
or 'Ballyhoo.' Proper names are good in
this field. The heroes of antiquity, fig-
ures from Greek and Roman mythology,
the constellations and stars, famous
racehorses, names of British and Ameri-
can war heroes, could be used, provided
they fall within the rules above."
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Times Corrupt Citation
NEW YORK, DECEMBER 20TH— Time maga-
zine, which two years ago played it safe
and named Albert Einstein "Person of
the Century" {FH 105:21), named New
York Mayor Rudy Giuliani "Person of
the Year." By Time's own standard ("the
person having the most impact") their
citation should have gone to Osama bin
Laden, but word on the street is that
Time picked Giuliani because they
feared the reaction of advertisers and
subscribers to their "honoring" a terror-
ist. Which only proves how corrupt
Time's accolade has become since the
days of Henry Luce, when it really
meant something. Slandering Churchill,
as they did in denying him the obvious
in 1999, was a much safer bet. In 1950,
Luce's Time faced the obvious and
named Churchill "Man [Person] of the
Half Century." In 1999, Walter Isaac-
son's Time stoned him, and a different
and indifferent world just yawned.

Enemy Even After Death
LONDON, AUGUST 18TH— Columnist Alan
Hamilton wrote that discreet British
enquiries established that Eamon De
Valera, President of Ireland, would not
accept an invitation to Churchill's fu-
neral. Instead he sent a low-grade repre-
sentative and made a statement describ-
ing WSC as "a great Englishman, one
of the greatest of his time," but adding,
"We in Ireland had to regard Sir Win-
ston over a long period as a dangerous
adversary." De Valera did send a mes-
sage of personal condolence to Lady
Churchill. In 1945, De Valera had seen
fit to tender condolences to the Ger-
man Minister in Dublin on the death
of Hitler. We wonder how the German
Ambassador replied?

Ignoratio Elenchi
NEW YORK, OCTOBER 15TH— Something
Andrew Roberts wrote last issue got us
thinking. What do you call the debate
strategy in which you muddy the waters
with a side issue while avoiding a main
issue, where you are on weak ground?

David Irving's latest Churchill vol-
ume, Mr. Roberts reported in FH
112:46, claims that the present Queen
Mother supported Hitler's peace offer

Lord Black Takes
His Seat
LONDON, OCTOBER
31ST— Lord Black of
Crossharbour, 57, proprietor
and chairman of The Telegraph
Group and an Honorary Mem-
ber of the Churchill Center and
Societies, took his seat in the
House of Lords today. He fol-
lows in the footsteps of two
other Canadian-born newspaper
proprietors, Lord Beaverbrook
and Lord Thomson of Fleet, in
becoming a member of the
Lords. TCC/ICS Honorary
Member Lord Deedes, former editor of The Daily Telegraph, held a lunch for Lord Black in the Barry Room
prior to his taking his seat. Attending and shown here: Nancy and Henry Kissinger, Lady Black, Lord Black,
Lady Thatcher and Lord Carrington. Photo by Brian Smith in The Daily Telegraph, 1 November.

in 1940 and that the proof is to be
found in Box Number 23 of Lord
Monkton's papers at the Bodleian Li-
brary at Oxford. But, Roberts contin-
ues, the Bodleian says Irving has never
seen the box, let alone opened it.

This obfuscates the fact that the
Queen Mother, like most of the British
establishment, had no initial confidence
in Churchill; so it's not exactly news
that many of her class entertained the
notion of "scuttling," as Churchill
called it, in June 1940. Halifax certainly
did, according to his own diaries. So
whether the Queen Mum temporarily
thought well of a deal with Hitler is in-
consequential; and whatever is in the
mysterious box can hardly be profound.

We put this question to William E
Buckley, Jr., who made memorable our
1995 Boston conference when he and
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. delivered two of
the greatest speeches on Churchill we've
ever heard {Churchill Proceedings 1994-
1995)- What is this method of argu-
ment called? Mr. Buckley writes: "Your
query suggests we're talking about igno-
ratio elenchi, refuting a different point
while ignoring the primary point. Does
that do it?" Sure does. Remember this if
you peruse Irving's tome.

Unforgivable David Windsor
LONDON, OCTOBER 21ST— Churchill never
forgave the Duke of Windsor for giving
up the throne, according to Churchill
letters being kept secret at the request
of the Royal Family, wrote Chris Hast-
ings and Catherine Milner in The

Times. The letters were originally from
the archive of the first Viscount Monck-
ton, the Duke's lawyer and intimate ad-
viser, at the Bodleian Library in Oxford.
Removed from two folios of documents
presented to Churchill College Cam-
bridge in 1974, they have now been re-
classified as top secret for another ten
years.

Academics who have seen them say
the documents reveal great animosity
between Churchill and "David," and
provide further evidence of the Duke's
and Duchess's pro-Nazi views. They are
known to include several angry ex-
changes prompted by the Duke's desire
to advise Churchill on the conduct of
foreign policy. In one letter the PM tells
the Duke that he cannot accept advice
from someone who "had given up the
greatest throne in world history." A fre-
quent cause of hostility concerned
arrangements for the Duke's posting in
1940 as Governor of the Bahamas.
Churchill "took umbrage at the Duke's
almost endless demands concerning
everything from staffing to dental ap-
pointments."

The existence of the letters, Hast-
ings and Milner continue, "will surprise
many who had previously assumed that
Churchill was forgiving of the former
King's decision to abdicate." (Really?
Churchill realized and cited his mistake
after Elizabeth II was crowned.) "It is
thought that they are being kept secret
at the request of the Royal Family. The
Queen Mother is believed to be partic-
ularly sensitive about the events of >»
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1936, and is known to have referred to
the Duchess of Windsor as 'that
woman and 'the lowest of the low.'"

Churchill did fight for time for the
King to make a decision, hoping to pre-
vent the abdication, which surprised
colleagues. Some said he wanted to use
the crisis to topple Baldwin's govern-
ment and form a "King's Party" though
this is hotly debated. During one Com-
mons speech WSC declared that "no
Sovereign has ever conformed more
strictly to the letter and spirit of the
Constitution than his present Majesty."

The disclosure that documents are
being withheld surprised Lady Soames,
who said she assumed that everything
was on display: "I thought it was a
complete archive." However, she de-
clined to comment on her father's rela-
tionship with the Duke. Sir Martin
Gilbert said: "I have never seen the let-
ter about Churchill and the issue of the
abdication. If I had I would have pub-
lished it." A spokesman for the Cabinet
Office said: "The papers are held by the
Public Records Office in Kew. Their
status is reviewed every ten years."

DATELINES

Chris Hanger
AUSTIN, TEXAS, DECEMBER 27TH— Finest

Hour contributor and faithful Churchill
Center supporter Chris Hanger died of
cancer early this morning, aged 54.
Chris was as big a piece of unbridled
enthusiasm we ever could have hoped
for. He collected WSC's books with a
passion, visited Churchill's haunts, at-
tended every Churchill event he could
reach. Only this autumn he and Patty,
his wife of nearly 20 years, completed a
mammoth tour of the "Churchill Trail"
in England, meeting with everyone who
mattered from Phil Reed and Carole
Kenwright at the War Rooms and
Chartwell to our Patron and other
Churchills. He contributed the series of
abstracts of magazine articles which we
published in Finest Hours "Inside the

; Journals." He visited schools and lec-
tured students on Churchill's life and
times; he was known and liked by
Churchill historians Sir Martin Gilbert
and Roger Lewis. Despite his original
legal background, and flurry of
Churchill activity, he had time to study
for a new career as Registered Nurse in

CHURCHILL CALENDAR
Local events organizers: please send upcoming event notices to the editor for posting here.

13 April: Annual General Meeting, ICS (UK), Chartwell, Kent.
Contact: Nigel Knocker, tel. (01380) 828609, nigel@icsuksaf.demon.co.uk

May: New England Churchillians luncheon and book discussion {The Royal
Navy, Seapower and Strategy Between the Wars, with author Chris Bell).

Contact: Suzanne Sigman, tel. (617) 696-1833, ssigman@mediaone.net

September: 19th International Churchill Conference, Lansdowne Resort,
Leesburg, Va. Theme: "Churchill and Intelligence." Contact: Nigel Knocker
(above) or Craig Horn, tel. (888) WSC-1874, dcraighorn@e-mail.msn.com

30 November (Saturday): Sir Winston Churchill's 128th Birthday will be cele-
brated with black tie dinners by New England Churchillians (Boston) and

Alaska Churchillians (Anchorage); local members will be advised.

Spring 2003: 20th International Churchill Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda
Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Bermuda Conference.

Contacts: David Boler, tel. 0207- 558-3522, david.boler@ukgateway.net;
Randy Barber, tel. (905) 881-8550, randy.barber@cbs.gov.on.ca

Spring 2004: 21st Churchill Conference, 55th Anniversary of D-Day, 1944:
Part A: New Orleans, Louisiana, sponsored by The Churchill Center (March)

Pan B: Portsmouth, England and Normandy, France, ICS, UK (October)

Emergency Medical Services, and was
on the verge of being certified.

Chris touched many lives with his
infectious determination. Paula Re-
strepo, of North Texas Churchillians,
was typical: "I am filled with grief.
Only a few days ago did I read Chris's
and Patty's Christmas letter and so en-
joyed the accounts of their travels. I had
shared with him my own fears as I had
a surgery December 13th and received a
benign report. His unwavering courage
and unceasing positive attitude cloaked
in genuine humility and gentle spirit
made it easy to be fond of him."

Chris was suffering from throat
cancer during the USS Winston S.
Churchill commissioning ceremonies
last spring, but despite all the doctors'
warnings he seemed to have made a
miraculous recovery. "Never Give In"
were his watchwords. They pronounced
his case hopeless; he defied them, sur-
vived to make his UK marathon, and
even to attend both 2001 New England
events, the picnic and book discussion
here in August and the black tie dinner
in Natick, Mass, on November 30th.
Fearing that even his indomitable spirit
might eventually give way, Patty bravely
supported his every wish, and the last
year of his life was one of his happiest.
Until the end he was in good spirits and
seemed as healthy as ever, looking more
like 44 than 54. Apparently however
the cancer had spread. He was the kind
of person we couldn't afford to lose.

Pat Hanger has requested that any-
one wishing to remember Chris send a
memorial to The Churchill Center,
where it will be used to defray costs of
our Speaker's Bureau brochure, in
which Chris was to participate. Condo-
lences may be sent to her at 12904
Water Mill Cove, Austin Tex. 78729
USA or changer@jump.net or tele-
phone (512) 250-9103. -RML

Rita Darrah
LUTON, BEDFORDSHIRE, DECEMBER 10TH— It

was a dreadful shock when Jack Darrah
rang today to tell me the tragic news of
the death of his beloved wife, Rita.
Anyone who has visited Jack's wonder-
ful Churchill collection at Bletchley
Park will remember the warmth of the
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welcome the Darrahs gave them.
Jack and Rita would greet one with

broad smiles and open arms making
one's pleasure at being there as great as
that displayed by them. This joyful en-
thusiasm which they spread around
made everyone feel good and is evident
in the many appreciative letters from so
many schoolchildren for whom they
had brought the story of Winston

Churchill to life. Theirs was a real team
effort, with Rita supporting Jack in
every way. Rita will be greatly missed
and all who knew her will sympathise
with Jack at this time.

Readers who may wish to express
their sympathies may contact Jack Dar-
rah at 9 Cubbington Close, Luton,
Beds. LU3 3XY, England, telephone
(01582) 561781. —CELIASANDYS

Local and National Events
Lord Jenkins Launches
LONDON, OCTOBER 8TH— Macmillan's
launch of Churchill by Lord Jenkins of
Hillhead OM (see his comments on the
book in this issue) took place at the Na-
tional Portrait Gallery. Among those
present were CC/ICS Patron Lady
Soames; honorary member Sir Anthony
Montague Browne; leading political fig-
ures such as Sir Edward Heath, Lords
Heseltine, Howe, Hattersley and
Gilmour; diplomats such as Sir
Nicholas Henderson and Sir Crispin
Tickell; and journalists including Max
Hastings, John Grigg (Lord Altrin-
cham), Robert Harris, Anthony
Howard and Hugo Young.

Lord Jenkins drew attention to
Churchill's multi-faceted life and
stressed WSC's devotion to duty before
pleasure; an example was that, despite
his undoubted preference for a joyful
family Christmas in 1944, he had flown
to Athens on Christmas Eve and had
consequently saved Greece from falling
to the postwar Communist empire.
Lord Jenkins was kept busy signing his
book, which has had excellent reviews.

Michigan
HILLSDALE, MICH., SEPTEMBER 9-13TH— H i l l s -

dale College held a seminar entitled
"One of Freedom's Finest Hours:
Statesmanship and Soldiership in
World War II." Nine historians and five
veterans gave presentations, including
Sir Martin Gilbert, Stephen Ambrose,
and John Lukacs. An edited collection
of essays from this seminar was pub-
lished in December and is available at a
member discount of $17.50 by sending

a check or credit card information to:
External Affairs, Hillsdale College, 33
East College Street, Hillsdale, MI
49242-9989. —Dan Myers

Northern California
SAN FRANCISCO, OCTOBER 28TH— Thirty-
eight members of the Bay Area
Churchill Group met at the Radisson
Hotel. It was agreed that the next meet-
ing would be in the spring at Fort
Mason, San Francisco, but the sugges-
tion that a smaller group meet periodi-
cally to discuss a Churchill book had a
positive response. This will be arranged
in the coming months.

Speaker Eroll Mauchlin had to
cancel at the last minute and Danny
Mander kindly agreed to step in at
short notice. In an entertaining address,
Danny explained how he volunteered
for service in March 1940 and, as a mil-
itary policeman, spent his early months
escorting convoys in southern England.
He was later assigned to 12th Corps
and General Montgomery's HQ. From
there he served in the Middle East, and
was in charge of the bodyguards for
Churchill at the Teheran conference.
His personal account was both fascinat-
ing and informative.

Brad Barber, who had given much
support and assistance in putting this
meeting together, then introduced Dr.
Tom Barnes, professor of Law and His-
tory at UC Berkeley. A prolific writer,
Dr. Barnes is currently Vice President of
the Association for Canadian Studies in
the United States. He has received the
Alexander Prize of the Royal Historical
Society and has held Huntington Li-

Erratum, FH112
Where did the end of Robbins's

article on the Atlantic Charter get to?
In my copy the article ends mid-sen-
tence on page 23. —EVAN QUENON

@#$°/o!H The missing words are:
"one of Beaverbrook's newspapers" and
the last sentence should read: "Like
Churchill, Spring had written for one of
Beaverbrook's newspapers." In transfer-
ring files, sometimes the pixels dump a
line. This line was there in the proofs,
lost in the bluelines, and we didn't no-
tice. Sorry. —ED.

brary, American Council of Learned So-
cieties and Guggenheim Fellowships. In
an enthralling and riveting presenta-
tion, he focused on Churchill in con-
text of the current crisis. It was all too
short and it is our intention to have
Tom back at some future event, perhaps
in some sort of "town hall" forum.

Sir Winston's 127th
CLAREMONT, CALIF., NOVEMBER 30TH— E v e r y

year at this time, the Claremont Insti-
tute celebrates the great man's birthday
with a dinner, speeches, and a toast in
his honor. This year, at a time of war,
we are particularly attentive to
Churchill's legacy and the lessons we
can learn from him.

Faced with the menace of German
rearmament in the 1930s, Churchill
traveled England to persuade his coun-
trymen of the need to respond to the
emerging Nazi threat. Churchill and his
colleagues called this effort "The
Focus." Today we need an "American
Focus," to build new defenses and to
take whatever military steps are neces-
sary to protect ourselves from all threats.

Churchill warned his countrymen
of what could happen if Britain allowed
Hitler to gain the upper hand in air
strength: "There is time for us to take
the necessary measures, but it is the
measures we want....No nation playing
the part we play and aspire to play in
the world has a right to be in a position
where it can be blackmailed." They
eventually listened, but it was nearly
too late. —Brian T. Kennedy >»
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Iwo Jima remembered: James C. Humes
presents the Lansdowne "Finest Hour" award
to Congressional Medal of Honor recipient
Hershel Williams.

Lansdowne Churchill Dinner
LEESBURG, VA., SEPTEMBER 28TH— T h e Third

Annual Lansdowne Churchill Dinner
was completely sold out and a great
success. The guest list included three
Congressional Medal of Honor recipi-
ents, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of
the U.S. Navy, four officers of the Royal
Air Force and Royal Navy, and the
Commanding Officer of USS Bulkeley.
This year's "Finest Hour" award recipi-
ent was Hershel "Woody" Williams, the
only living recipient from the state of
West Virginia and chaplain of the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor Society. Mr.
Williams receive the medal for his
heroic actions on Iwo Jima. The re-
marks by Barney Barnum describing
Woody's CMH citation grabbed every-
one's attention. Woody himself deliv-
ered one of the finest and most patri-
otic speeches I have ever heard. A mem-
orable toast to Sir Winston was deliv-
ered by Craig Horn.

Please mark your calendar to at-
tend the next Churchill Dinner which
will be held on Friday, 27 September
2002. —GerardDumont

New England Celebrates
NATICK, MASS., NOVEMBER 30TH— Fifty CC

members and friends gathered at Ken-
neth Rendell's Museum of World War
II for their annual black tie dinner
marking Sir Winston's birthday. A bril-
liant job was done on the invitations
and program by Jilene Thomas: each
had the appearance of wartime mes-
sages from the Cabinet War Rooms.
The toasts were made with Pol Roger
Champagne, and Mr. Rendell regaled
us with a commentary on his breathtak-

AROUND & ABOUT

Winston Churchill was named "the most popu-
lar Prime Minister of all time" in a an internet

poll (www.xrefer.com), with 43% of the vote. Second
was Lady Thatcher at 23%. Tony Blair was fifth be-
hind Attlee and Lloyd George. But a Mori poll for
the "most influential" leader had Thatcher at 28%
against only 1% for WSC .... In February, Sunday
Telegraph columnist Christopher Booker attacked the
BBC for a radio programme, "Europe and Us," in
which they allegedly contrived to make Churchill a Europhile: "In four postwar
speeches between 1946 and 1949, in Zurich, London, The Hague and Strasbourg,
Churchill., .proposed the setting up of a 'United States of Europe.' But, as he re-
peatedly made clear, he did not see Britain as part of this great project." However,
Booker erred in claiming that Churchill's famous phrase, "we are with Europe but
not of it," originated in 1953. In fact, that line originated with Churchill's article,
"The United States of Europe," in The Saturday Evening Post of 15 February 1930,
Woods C147, reprinted in the Collected Essays, 1975 .... In promoting the "Europe
and Us" programme, Sue Gaisford of the Radio Times said "History may regard
Winston Churchill as the architect of the disastrous Gallipoli campaign or the
maker of xenophobic speeches, but tonight we consider him in philanthropic old
age." A cadre of historians piled on to denounce this absurdity. Norman Stone of
Oxford said: "They probably don't know what xenophobic means and are trying
to find some way of saying 'patriotic without saying it. It's tosh. You just throw
this sort of thing away." The Mail on Sunday, refused an interview with Ms. Gais-
ford, wrote that the comments of "some scurrilous Trotskyite" were not expected
from the august Radio Times. "Once, Sir Winston's reputation seemed secure. But
the modern history syllabus barely mentions him, and the broadcasting media are
full of resentful pygmies who dislike the Britain that Churchill saved and despise
the decent patriotism of the majority who revere him....it is easy to see that such
people should not be working for the BBC, which would not exist if Winston
Churchill had not saved the world's liberty" .... In an early 2001 survey, one in six
British schoolchildren could not identify Churchill as Britain's wartime prime
minister; an astonishing four percent named Adolf Hitler. $

ing collection of World War II artifacts
from all belligerents, Allied and Axis.

"This is not a public museum, so
we are not bound by law to provide
minimum aisle widths or an abundance
of exits; nor are we governed by politi-
cal correctness or the need to tell a
story," Mr. Rendell said. "We do not
allow children, and we are pretty
choosy about the adults." The artifacts,
which range from children's toys exalt-
ing the greatness of the Reich to a tank
and a Normandy landing craft, form in
the whole a chilling reminder of the
grim days when Hitler's Nazis domi-
nated Germany and Europe. The mate-
rial is arranged chronologically: the first
room is devoted to Germany after Ver-
sailles, the exhibit ends with the victory

over Japan. "There are a minimum
number of signs, and there are no inter-
pretations or apologies or explanations.
The material speaks for itself."

The German artifacts were assem-
bled last, and only over the past ten
years. "I was not anxious to assemble
Nazi souvenirs," Mr. Rendell said, "but
my son reminded me that the collection
would be incomplete without them."

The results were amazing: Hitler's
spectacles and personal chinaware, res-
cued from the bunker by his retainers;
Goering's gentleman's accessories box,
which he carried with him to Nurem-
berg, where he was tried and found
guilty (but escaped the hangman with a
vial of cyanide); Patton's ivory-handled

concluded on page 13...
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WORLD WAR II HISTORY PANEL DISCUSSION
CHRISTOPHER H. STERLING

On October 15th at George Wash-
ington University, The Washing-

ton Society for Churchill sponsored a
two-hour panel discussion on recent
books on the Second World War. Four
accomplished authors provided their
views and reading suggestions, followed
by a reception and book signing. Dr.
Chris Harmon, who teaches a
Churchill course for Marine officers, as-
sembled and chaired the panel.

GW's Dr. Ron Spector began the
session noting the huge number of re-
lated books available over the Internet,
with Amazon.com alone listing more
than 5,000 on the Second World War.
Of the top ten sellers, individual vol-
umes of Churchill's war memoirs oc-
cupy slots one, two, four, seven, and
ten, suggesting their lasting impact.
Spector noted topics that have not been
as well covered in recent literature (the
Eastern Front, mainland Asia, social
impact of the war) as well as reasons
why America's more positive view of the
war (the U.S. was not bombed or occu-
pied, and was the only unqualified win-
ner) differs from that of other nations.
Describing himself as the only panel
member who was not a "Churchill
groupie," Spector ranged widely over
recent publications on the war.

Dr. David Jablonsky of the Army
War College focused on two recent vol-
umes he found especially insightful:
Warren Kimball's Forged in War on the
WSC-FDR relationship, and David
Stafford's Men of Secrets, which reviewed
the uses of intelligence by both leaders
throughout their political lives. Jablon-
sky outlined the similarities and differ-
ences between the two men (e.g., WSC
focused on details and writing most
things down, FDR did neither). He
spoke of Churchill's reliance on the sig-
nals intelligence "golden eggs" from
Bletchley Park, and on the art of mak-
ing grand strategy. He also provided
useful contextual commentary, such as

Dr. Sterling is Associate Dean of Graduate
Affairs, George Washington University.

was

noting how small government was in
1939-40 in Britain and the United
States. He assessed the impact of World
War I's trench warfare on both
Churchill and Hitler's later leadership,
and how differently A Roving Commis-
sion and Mein Kampf ttsA, indicating
much about their respective authors.

Dr. Williamson Murray, author of
many well-received volumes including
his recent A War to Be Won, focused the
most on Churchill himself, strongly
criticizing John Charmley's books (for
among other drawbacks, citing no Ger-
man-language sources). He noted
Churchill's understanding of history
and the repeating patterns of human
development, drawing from his own
historical work (as many have noted,
Marlborough says a good deal about
WSC and provides some precedent for
his role in World War II). Even more
important, Murray argued,
Churchill's deep under-
standing of how politi-
cians worked and how
governments operated.
He also reviewed Sir
Martin Gilbert's land-
mark biography, calling
the document volumes
"a great pile of evi-
dence" for all those who
would assess Churchill
in the future. Murray
described Churchill's relationship with
his military leaders, noting that while
WSC sacked some, he was working
with a thin talent pool that limited his
options. Finally he noted that while the
military leadership often fought with
the Prime Minister, at no time did
Churchill overrule their advice when
they were in agreement—while Roo-
sevelt most certainly did.

Dr. Eliot Cohen of Johns Hopkins
University was an active participant in
the question period, noting that WSC's
reputation is suffering under current
historical opinion. He described
Gilbert's main biography volumes as
more chronicle than analysis or even bi-
ography, but praised Gilbert's Compan-
ion Volumes as a "literary treasure," ad-
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Meeting Of the minds: Above, Murray
said Churchill was skilled at bringing others
over to his viewpoint. Below from left,
scholars Jablonsky, Murray, Harmon and
Spector engage in a discussion about
Churchill's heroism.

mitting that he was one of those "over
the edge" fans who owned every one of
the 16 companions published.

The panel ranged widely over the
varied roles of political leaders and gen-
erals among major combatants; the
strategic vision present in some but ab-
sent in others; the relationship of intel-
ligence in making wartime decisions;
and the widely different political con-
texts in which Churchill and Roosevelt
operated. All speakers commented on
the continuing flood of WW2 books,
noting that some were superb and
added considerably to our knowledge,
while others merely raked over old
coals. The audience was engaged
throughout, a large number of them
posing questions to the panelists. $5



RIDDLES,

MYSTERIES,

ENIGMAS
Send your questions
to the editor

Was Winston Churchill fond of
turtle soup?

A^ Soup and meat both. Research-
• ing Churchill's visits to Virginia

before our 1998 conference, the cater-
ing department at the Williamsburg
Inn uncovered correspondence follow-
ing Churchill's request for Maryland
Terrapin. They looked around for a
supplier (the war had dried up most
sources) and finally found one. The
supplier reported that there were three
grades. Grade 3 was "only fed to pigs";
grade 2 was "only eaten by [censored]."
But grade 1 was probably "all right."
Churchill got grade 1!

I m During what period was Win-
• ston Churchill Chancellor of

Bristol University?

A From the website of Bristol Uni-
• versify, www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/

Churchill/Churchill/Churchill.htm —
Churchill Hall, opened in 1956, "is
named after Sir Winston Churchill,
who was Chancellor of Bristol Univer-
sity from 1929 until his death in
1965." There are 180 matches to
"Churchill" on the B.U. website, most
related to University activities. —BFL

Q# What did Churchill do about
• keeping Parliament in session

when the House of Commons was
bombed during the Blitz?

A:The House of Commons moved
..• across the road to Church

House, Westminster, and then back to
the Palace of Westminster, occupying
the chamber of the House of Lords at
the other end of the building, where it
remained till the new House of Com-
mons was built after the war. —PHC

How many times did Churchill
• visit the United States?

A# Fourteen: 1895, 1900-01, 1929,
11931-32, 1941-42, 1943 (twice:

May and August), 1946, 1949, 1951,
1952, 1954, 1959, 1961. The hyphen-
ated dates mean he stayed over New
Year's. Details are in the official biogra-
phy and Robert Pilpel's excellent
Churchill in America 1895-1961: An
Affectionate Portrait (NY: Harcourt,
Brace, Jovanovich 1976) chronicles
each visit in detail. Mr. Pilpel has re-
leased the rights to his book to The
Churchill Center, but we haven't got
round to it yet. Finest Hour would wel-
come a good article recapping
Churchill's visits to America.

Q^ I keep wondering how
• Churchill, let alone Roosevelt,

kept popping up in places such as
Moscow, Teheran, Yalta and Morocco
during the height of the war. I'm as-
suming he flew. But at what a risk to
British morale? The only route from
Britain to Moscow free of potential
German air patrols would take him to
Gibraltar and then across the Sahara
and up through the Caucasus. So how
was it done? Would he use many es-
corts or try to slip through with as little
fanfare as possible? Any suggestions for
further research?

A^ Good question. Actually, his
• presence at distant locations was

a morale booster, since it underscored
that he could not be "grounded" by the
enemy. Churchill deserved commenda-
tion for undertaking, in his mid-60s,
so many dangerous flights in badly-
heated, slow and uncomfortable air-
craft. Although the summit meetings
between them were vital to the war ef-
fort, neither Roosevelt nor Stalin
logged so many miles so often.

In his "Glimpses" article this issue,
Vic Humphries records Sir Martin
Gilbert s note that during a Mediter-
ranean voyage in 1942 Captain Pirn,
who ran Churchill's travelling map
room, tallied up his wartime travels to
date: "Churchill's total distance by sea
and air was, Pim calculated, 111,000
miles. He had spent 792 hours at sea,
and 339 hours in the air." By war's

"This is your Captain speaking":
WSC at the controls of a Boeing 314 Flying
Boat, flying home after his visit to the USA
and Canada during the winter of 1941-42.

end, of course, the tally was higher.
The best book on the subject is

The Man Who Flew Churchill, by Bruce
West (Toronto and New York: Mc-
Graw Hill, 1975), based on the recol-
lections of the late Bill Vanderkloot,
who was selected to command the
PM's first flight to Cairo in 1942 in a
converted Liberator named "Com-
mando." From then on he flew many
VIP missions, including Churchill's
flight to Moscow for his bleak first
meeting with Stalin. Churchill proved
to be an entertaining and impressive
passenger who enjoyed spending long
hours in the co-pilot's seat, having
himself learned to fly before World
War I. Another useful reference is
"Dunkirk to Berlin," a large folding
map showing all of Churchill's travels
around the world between 1940 and
1945 (London: Reprint Society, 1956).

Can anyone tell me when
• Churchill ceased to be Lord
en of the Cinque Ports?

(Churchill was Lord Warden
, until 24 January 1965 (the day

he died). After his death he was suc-
ceeded by Australia's Sir Robert Men-
zies. Upon Menzies' death in 1978 the
Lord Wardenship passed to Earl
Mountbatten of Burma. Following
Mountbatten's murder in 1979 the
Lord Warden became H.M. Queen
Elizabeth the Queen Mother. Her
Majesty remains the current Lord War-
den . —Rafal Heydel-Mankoo
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