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THE PLEASURE WAS OURS
| am overwhelmed by the honour conferred
on me by The Churchill Center with its 2001
Farrow Award. The plague was very welcome
and the generous cheque took me completely by
surprise. It is a truly wonderful and inspiring
start to the New Year for me. My deepest thanks
for an honour that is al the greater when | con-
sider the distinguished company | am joining.
Since September 11th | have often found
mysdlf reflecting on the vital importance of in-
telligence in world affairs and on Churchill's
great prescience here, asin many other fields. As
he dso insisted, and as events have once again
demonstrated, strong transatlantic relations
must lie at the heart of any successful defence of
western and democratic values.
| am very pleased to be attending the 2002
Conference on the theme, "Churchill and Intel-
ligence." It will be nice to see many old friends
again. With warmest and sincerest thanks, and
with al best wishes to The Churchill Center for
another successful year.
—DR. DAVID STAFFORD FRHS
CENTRE FOR SECOND WORLD WAR STUDIES
UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH

BANNING THE CIGAR
When going through the English-Speaking
Union magazines here in London, | came across
a piece of doggerel on the vexed question of
whether the Washington statue of WSC should
have a cigar. It appeared in the Yorkshire Post,
1965, from a correspondent signing himself
"Postilion." 1t might amuse the readership.
—PROF. JOHN RAMSDEN
QUEEN MARY & WESTFIELD COLLEGE, LONDON

Aestheticswas not offered—
Blood, toil, and sweat, and tears
Wereall that Churchill proffered,
InBritain'sdarkest years.
Itheartened all, thefreecigar,
Throughout that bitter war—
The hand that made the VV-sign,
Heldalsoacigar.
Drop hiscigar? Haveat you!
What can thisnonsense be?
Aswell de-torch the statue,
That standsfor Liberty".

BURN AND GLOW
| have often meant to send a note of thanks
for the magnificent quarterly, Finest Hour, and
am finally compelled to do so by your stirring
essay in the Autumn 2001 issue, "Our Qualities
and Deeds Must Burn and Glow." Thank you so
much to you and Barbara for your work in keep-
ing our hero's memory fresh. Even if your work
is not dways acknowledged as it should be, it is
aways important and appreciated.
—CHRIS POWELL, MANCHESTER, CONN.

Best pay we get, Sr, many thanks. —Ed.
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DESPATCH BOX

CONFERENCE APPRECIATION

(To Judy Kambestad) Can it be that two
months have passed since the conference in
Southern California wherein Solveig and | and
indeed, the entire Canadian contingent enjoyed
ourselves? The organization, programme and al
the hundreds of other "little things" were seam-
less to dl of us, yet appreciated so much at the
same time. | don't think attendees were moved
as much to different locales to enrich our experi-
ence since the Calgary/Banff conference in
1994, and not one of your buses had a flat tire!
The Hotel Del Coronado was truly a historic
and beautiful destination, but the phrase, "it
never rains' was proven wrong and was the only
thing you didn't make perfect for we northern-
ers. | know you would want to share our thanks
and appreciation with your team and ask you to

pass these remarks along to each of them.
—RANDY BARBER, PRESIDENT
ICS CANADA, THORNHILL, ONT.

ATTRIBUTION
In an Erratum (FH 112:15) it is suggested
that Churchill did not acknowledge Dr. John-
son as the author of the quotation: "Depend
upon it, when a man knows he is going to be
hanged in a month, it concentrates his mind
wonderfully." Churchill most certainly did: the
quotation and attribution are on page 162 of
Their Finest Hour, second volume of The Second
World War (Houghton Mifflin Co., 1949).
—RAFAL HEYDEL-MANKOO, OTTAWA, ONT.

TRANSCRIPTS
The panel discussion at George Washing-
ton University {FH 113, page 11) seemsvery in-
teresting. | would like to know more about it.
Fortunately there's our own Churchill Proceed-
ingsto look forward to, but would it be possible
for members to get copies of handouts from var-
ious events reported on in "Datelines'?
—ANNE BURTON, DOWNER'S GROVE, ILL.

That's a very good point. Chris Harmon, who
organized the event, tells us that the GWU panel
was more a conversation than aformal seminar, so
transcripts don't exist. But audiotapes were made,
and we are trying to obtain some. Ifanyone else
besides Mrs. Burton would like a cassette, please let
me know when you read this.

We usually try to get hard copy summaries or
papers for the academic events we report. Some-
times authors don't make transcripts available be-
cause they are raw material for a book. This is the
case for the London  Churchill  conference
("Churchill in  the Twenty-first Century," FH
111), and our abstracts are the only ones in print.
Associate editor Paul Courtenay laboriously wrote
these based on his personal attendance, and got
them approved by each speaker. Paul is not the au-
thor of the forthcoming book based on the London
conference, but when it is published it will be of-
fered through our book service. —Ed. $5



HM QUEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER
1900 - 2002

strive vulgarly to create "lega

cies' it is sobering to reflect
that the most genuinely loved
woman in England secured her
place with a casua remark over
Sx decades ago. Asked if she
would remove her two young
daughters from London during
the Blitz, Queen Elizabeth
replied: "The girls will not leave
unless | do. I will not leave unless
the King does. And the King will not leave under any cir-
cumstances whatsoever."

Her closeness to the people was unprecedented in a
monarchy renowned as aloof and hidebound. The Roya
Family in the late 1930s was divided between those who
admired Hitler and those who supported Chamberlain;
the King and Queen threw a gala reception for the latter
when he returned from Munich waving his bit of paper.
All that was washed away by her courage during the
Blitz. Historian David Cannadine, no great admirer of
tradition, said: "She brought a particular kind of charm
and public appea the like of which no authentic member
of the royal family ever quite seems to have had.”

The Queen Mother's charm lay in small acts which
became legendary. The beat near Clarence House, her of-
ficia residence, was patrolled by a policeman to whom
she took aliking; often she -would pass him a bag of his
favorite sweets, from Harrod's, when her car drove by.
Nor did this highly traditional roya personage exhibit
the accepted intolerances of her generation. Unable one
night to get a free line out of Clarence House, she cut off
a conversation between two famously homosexual
courtiers: "If you two young queens don't mind, there's
an old Queen here who needs to use the telephone.”

As 1940 proved, there was tough fibre beneath her
feathery, pastel image. Born a commoner on 4 August
1900, Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon had never expected to
be Queen; she was forced into it when "Bertie," her shy
and stuttering husband, became King upon the abdica-
tion of his brother in December, 1936. She told her
household, "We must take what is coming and make the
best of it," but she never forgave divorcee Wallis Simpson
for precipitating the crisis.

Undoubtedly this affected her view in 1955 that her
second daughter, Princess Margaret, should not marry a
divorcee she deeply loved, Group Captain Peter
Townsend. The memory of what another divorcee had
recently done to the monarchy and her family was too
close. More divorce was to come, thankfully much later:

I n an age when retired leaders
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VE-Day, 8 May 1945.

Princess Anne and Mark
Phillips after nineteen years of
marriage; Prince Charles and
Princess Diana after eleven;
Prince Andrew and Duchess
Sarah after six. She salled
through it all, including
Diana's shocking death in
1997, and her daughter Mar-
garet's death barely a month
before she herself departed.

Like Churchill's, her finest hour was in 1940, when
she, the King, and the Prime Minister rallied one nation
to keep liberty aive. Ensconced at Buckingham Palace as
the bombs rained, she remarked that this allowed her to
look East Londoners in the eye. Her defiance caused
Hitler to brand her "the most dangerous woman in Eu-
rope," which politicaly correct obituaries muddled into
"most dangerous person.” We dl know whom Hitler re-
garded as the most dangerous person in Europe.

Those two dangerous people shared severd traits.
Both had a fondness for spirits, though Churchill's tipple
was Johnny Walker Red, hers Beefeater's. Both took more
out of alcohol than alcohol took out of them; no one
ever saw either of them the worse for drink. Horse-racing
was another shared interest, though her favorite hobby
was salmon-fishing, while WSC preferred the brush.

For sixteen years the devoted consort of George V1,
the Queen Mother outlived him by half a century. She
was the rock of support behind her daughter, passing to
Elizabeth 11 her resonant devotion to duty, honour and
country. "Duty was important to the Queen Mother,"
wrote one observer, "and despite illness and various oper-
ations she was still one of the hardest-working royals, car-
rying out 130 engagements in her 80th year."

In a"low dishonest decade’ when the Queen and
Prince of Wales were regularly excoriated for their wealth,
it is remarkable that such envy never attached to the
Queen Mother, who once bounced a £4 million cheque
and was well known for extravagance. It made no differ-
ence. The crowds would aways gather outside Clarence
House on her birthday, waiting for her smiling appear-
ance, dressed as usua in her pastels and pearls.

Her devotion is a model not yet obsolete, as proven
by the worldwide sadness at her passing, at Windsor on
March 30th, where she will now lie, beside Bertie at |ast.
Even when her health had finaly failed, what Wendell
Willkie said in 1941 was still valid in her case: "The
Britons are almost miraculously fortunate in their present
leaders.” —Editor M>




RIDDLES,
MY STERIES,
ENIGMAS

Send your questions
to the editor

o Did Churchill play gdf? If so,

. Where? | once noted his sup-
posed description of the sport in a
book of quotations: "a game where you
put a small ball in asmall hole with
tools singularly ill-designed for the
purpose." —Mike Campbell

(The Editor is preparing a book of

Churchill quotes and would be grateful |

if someone could provide attribution
for this quotation, which | think Mike
has right.)

" He played golf into the Teens,
* but it wasn't redly his game,

needed too much precision. Polo suited |

him better: live opposition, a much
bigger ball, and a red mallet to smack
it with. See FH 111:7 for a photo of
WSC setting off on the links with
Maxine Elliott in Cannes, February
1913. See dso Randolph Churchill-

Helmut Gernsheim, Churchill: HisLife '

in Photographs (1955), photos#62
(same as above) and #63 (apparently
taken the same day). Randolph's cap-
tion: "He fails to keep his head down
and foozles his drive. Mr. Churchill
had little aptitude for golf and so he
abandoned it quite early in life."

Robert Courts adds: "He certainly
played with Asquith in his Liberal days:
Violet Bonham-Carter, in Winston
Churchill as | Knew Him (1965) recalls
that it was quite easy on the golf course
to get WSC onto one of his favourite
subjects (e.g., Dreadnoughts), after
which he would not play another shot,
much to Asquith's delight!"

| am researching the history of a

British Army base in Germany

ohne (Bergen-Belsen) and |
have been told that Churchill paid a
visit to the camp for a couple of days in
May 1956. Can you provide me with
any information?

* Aachen to receive the Charle-
magne Prize. Sir Martin Gilbert'sVol-
umeVII1 {"Never Despair, "p. 1197)
mentions the visit but gives no details.
Anthony Montague Browne's Long
Sunset mentions the visit on page 207,
specificaly the visit to Celle, near
} Hanover, but is also scarce on details.

© —Gregory B. Smith

A After alifetime in business a

* Canadian friend writes of his
I exper—ience as ayoung child in the
| Blitz. He has retired to Charlottetown,
| Prince Edward Island. Is PEI its own
| province, or is it part of another, larger
- one? How long has that bridge been
there? —Scott Mantsch

| A’\The visit followed his trip to
|

| ethe creation of the Canadian
Confederation in 1867 (though PEI
did not join the provinces that formed

|
i A-. Prince Edward Island, the site of
|

‘ own right. It can be reached by car
ferry from Nova Scotia, as well as by

| the new bridge from New Brunswick.

I Our drive from Halifax, N.S. to Char-
| lottetown was easily done in a day, tak-
i ing the ferry. There are many intrigu-

! ing Churchill sites in Hdifax and rec-
J_ ollections of his visits in the archives

[I having a daughter then seven years old,
[ to visit the Anne of Green Gables sites.

‘ —James W. Muller

|

|

|

More on P.E.I....
! It's a great summer vacation spot
¢ (the northern shore of PEI is basically
one long beach), and is the site of my
! ancestors' first landing in North Amer-
! ica from Scotland. I'd say the drive
! from Halifax to Charlottetown via the
Confederation Bridge is about 3.5
hours. | believe the bridge was com-

pleted in 1997; | recall taking the now-

defunct ferry along the course of the

! gpan as it was being constructed. The
| ferry from eastern PEI to Nova Scotia
i isdtll in operation. —Mike Campbell

| And does everyone know that the
I author of Anne of Green Gables, Lucy

i Maud Montgomery, was born (ready
for it?) on 30 November 1874?
—Todd Ronnei
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Canada until 1873), is a province in its

there. On PEI we were most interested,

I

Wisdom of the M oment

A sdlection of Churchillian remarks
suitable to the present situation,
compiled by Laurence Geller.
Concluded from last issue.

"The British and Americans do
not war with races or governments as
such. Tyranny, external or internal, is
our foe, whatever trappings or dis-
guise it wears, whatever language it
speaks or perverts.”

"There is only one answer to de-
feat, and that isvictory."

"l never worry about action, but
only about inaction."

"Difficulties mastered are oppor-
tunities won."

"We are firm as arock against ag-
gression, but the door is dways open
to friendships."

"Wickedness is not going to
reign.”

"It isacrime to despair. We must
learn to draw from misfortune the
means of future strength."

"What we require to do now is
to stand erect and look the world in
the face and do our duty without fear
or favour." 5



DATELINES

QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

"Think of the long, wearying months in whicli we 'nave been tramping fruitiessy on the blood-
stained treadmill in Palestine, because ministers could not make up tlieir minds either to act or
to go....Solutions that were possible two years ago have been swept away."

Off to a Flying Start
LONDON, JANUARY 6TH—Win-
ston Churchill comfortably
beat "William Shakespeare
(second) and Lord Nelson
(third) in a BBC poall of the
greatest Briton of dl time.
While figures such as John
Lennon made it into the top
ten, Churchill, Shakespeare
and Nelson saw off a chal-
lenge led by a contingent of
world-renowned  scientists.
Programmes about the top
ten will be broadcast by BBC
radio this year.

The presence of two war heroes in
the top three partly reflects the timing,

according to the BBC. The September

1Ith terrorist attacks were uppermost in
public consciousness. [Notice how

quick the BBC is to imply that, of i

course, war heroes wouldn't rate so high
in a "normal" situation... —Ed.] Wdll
before the survey closed on December
31st Churchill was so far ahead that he
could not be beaten.

Despite Churchill's undisputed

greatness, however, his latest biogra- |

pher, Lord Jenkins, is uncertain that he
deserves the title of greatest-ever Briton:
"When | was writing my Gladstone bi-
ography, | summarised that he had the
edge on Churchill," said Jenkins, a for-
mer home secretary and chancellor. But
when | did Churchill | put him dlightly
ahead of Gladstone. | suppose | tend to
think whoever I'm writing about at the |
time is best."
Jenkins sad he would have
plumped for Shakespeare at the top.
—Condensed froman article |
by Richard Brooks

|
|
|
f
|
|

|
|
|
|
|
1
|
|

Lady Churchill and Mr. Speeker after the
unvelling of the Oscar Nemon House of
Commons statue on 1 December, 1969.

Statue-itis

LONDON, MARCH 28TH—Nat only is there
controversy over the brooding Ivor
Roberts-Jones statue of Churchill in Par-
liament Square, particularly since it be-
came a target for celebrants of freedom
of expresson {FH107:5). From the be-
ginning, former Minister of Public
Buildings Charles Pannell detested the
Nemon statue of Churchill at the en-

i trance to the House of Commons. In

documents recently made public, Pan-
nell said that Churchill was too large,
towering over Lloyd George and making
them look like "man and boy." Others
said the size was in proportion to their
significance. The rule that a politician
must be dead for ten years before getting
astatue in Parliament was waived for the
Churchill bronze—which today has a

i highly polished shoe. MPs entering the

Commons like to touch it for luck,
which maintains the shine.

|

—WSC, ALBERT HALL, 21 APRIL 1948

Churchill  himself didn't
think much of statues. Asked
if he wanted one to commem-
orate his efforts after World
War |1, he said he would pre-
fer a park in the blitzed East
End for children to play in.
Hundreds of statues later
we're still waiting for the park.

Ignoratio Elenchi (2)
ANEST HOUR 113 p 7—The exam-
ple we cited of "lgnoratio
Elenchi" (obfuscating the red
issue with a side issue) was di-
rected at David Irving's book,
Churchill'sWar, and not at An-
drew Roberts, who reviewed the book in
FH 112. We regret any confusion.

Easton: Nyet on

Companions, Essays
NORWALK, CONN., JANUARY 11TH—We did
everything but get down on our knees
and sing "Mammy"—even offered to
help finance—a six-volume version of
the three ultrarare Companion Vol-
umes to Vol. 5 of the Officia Biogra-
phy, which contain al the significant
documents compiled by officid biogra-
pher Sir Martin Gilbert for Churchill's
life from 1922 to the outbreak of war in
1939. We dso asked Easton to consider
reprinting the now-scarce Collected Es-
says of Sr Winston Churchill, published
only in a 1975 limited edition—the
only collection of Churchill's periodical
articles ever published in volume form.
But Easton's executive vice-president
and trade books manager, Michael
Hendricks, sent a disappointing reply:
"As you know, the audience for

continued overleaf
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leather-bound books is a limited one |
due to the high prices. While the works }
you suggest are clearly worthy of |
leather-bound treatment, at this point (
we cannot project sufficient saes to our |
general audience to warrant going for- [
ward with them."

We will keep knocking on doors
until these two jobs get done. If any
benefactor would like to sponsor, with a
tax-deductible donation (or as a re-
coupable investment) either or both
these two admirable projects, we are
looking at costs in the range of $20,000
for either the Companions or the Es-
says. Please contact the editor.

Freeman to "Journals" }
FULLERTON, CALIF, ANUARY 11TH—Follow- |
ing the wuntimely death of Chris
Hanger, Finest Hour is pleased to an-
nounce that David Freeman of Califor-
nia State University, Fullerton, will con-
tinue Chriss popular column of article
abstracts, "Inside the Journals." The
first installment is in this issue, a mgjor
abstract of Prof. Larry Witherell's "Lord
Salisbury's Watching Committee and
the Fdl of Neville Chamberlain, May
1940," English Historical Review, No-
vember 2001. Chris left us with a small
backlog, which will appear in due
course under his own byline.

Stamps on the Web

The "WSCstamps" list has been up for
about sx months now and is off to a
good start. The group has fifteen mem-
bers from the United States, Canada,
Sweden, and Denmark. If you're even
dightly interested in Churchill philat-
dy, vidt their homepage. Most recently
added is a database link to the page,
which ligts al new Churchill stamps is-
sues since 1998 (forty-one entries):
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/W SC-
stamps.

Archives on the Web

CAMBRIDGE, NOVEMBER—The Churchill
Archives Centre has made a pilot ver-
sion of the electronic catalogue of the !
Churchill Papers is now available online J
at: http:/Aww.chu.cam.ac.uk/churchill_pa:

DATELINES

From childhood letters to state papers, the
Churchill Archives are a priceless resource.

composed by Winston S. Churchill |
during the course of his long and active
life, contain everything from his child-
hood letters and school reports to his !
final writings. They include his personal
correspondence with friends and family,
and his officia exchanges with kings,
presidents, politicians and military lead-
ers. Some of the most memorable
phrases of the twentieth century are
preserved in his drafts and spesking
notes for the famous war speeches. The
Churchill Papers, purchased for the na-
tion in 1995 with Heritage Lottery
funds and a grant from the John Paul
Getty Foundation, include an estimated
one million documents.

Unable to locate Churchill's 1956
correspondence with Eisenhower (see
review of Eisenhower and Churchill this
issue), we queried Churchill Archivist ‘
Natalie Adams about whether it was
possible actually to read documents on |
theweb. "The catalogue is a finding aid ‘

pers The Churchill Papers, comprising | to the files which are held,” she ex-

original documents sent, received or

plained, "0 it is not possible to access |
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images of the documents online. The
catalogue's main function is to enable

i researchers to plan their research far

better than they were able to previoudy,
and to gauge the amount of relevant
material." Thus the website is not a
complete resource in itsdf, but an im-
portant and vital tool which will save

i reserchers many hours when they actu-

aly set out on their research.

Some direct access is possible, Ms.
Adams continues: "Visitors to our site,
http://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives can
access some images of actual documents
by viewing online educational resources,
the "Churchill Era' (http://www.chu.-
cam.ac.uk/churchill_era) and "Churchill:
the Evidence" (http://www.churchill.-
nis.ac.uk/), or by visiting the website's
image gdlery area (http://www.chu.-
cam.ac.uk/archives/gallery/). Most of

+ the Churchill papers have been de

scribed at file level so the catalogue de-
scriptions cover a whole file of papers

i (the precise extent of thefileisindicated

in the 'physical’ field at the bottom of
the descriptive record). This is the case,
for example, for dl the references re-
trieved by a search for Eisenhower be-

¢ tween 1955 and 1956.

"The catalogue does, however, con-
tain descriptions of about 64,600 indi-
vidual documents in key classes where
research interest is likely to be extremely
high. These sections of the catalogue are
rich in detail. A search for 'Eisenhower’
(without a date range of 1955-1956) re-
trieves many references to individual
documents (mostly contained in
Churchill's wartime Prime Ministerial
material, references beginning 'CHAR
20Y.

"One of these entries is a descrip-
tion of Eisenhower's report as Supreme
Commander of the Allied Expedi-
tionary Force to the Combined Chiefs
of Staff on the operations in Europe of
the Allied Expeditionary Force, 8 June
1944 to 8 May 1945—a key document
for Second Word War historians (refer-
ence CHAR 20/244/2).

"The cataloguers have taken ac-
count of documents which have been
published by Martin Gilbert in the Of-
ficial Biography and its Companion
Volume or speeches which were pub-




lished by Rhodes James in Winston S
Churchill: His Complete Speeches' Ms.
Adams continues, "0 the catalogue can
aso be used as ‘way-in' to published
documents. For example, references in
CHAR 9 and CHUR 5 (Churchill's
speech notes) include references to the
relevant pages of Rhodes James.”

Rafa Heydel-Mankoo of Ottawa,
Ontario is one satisfied member who
has used the new website: "Researching
Churchill's dealings with the Polish
Government-in-Exile, | was able to find
eighty documents dealing with, or
mentioning, Stanislaw Mikolgjczyk in
less than thirty seconds. Each docu-
ment is accompanied by a descriptive
paragraph and a citation/reference.

"This is a very encouraging start
and will undoubtedly be of profound
assistance to researchers outside Eng-
land. The search engine is user-friendly
and, most importantly, fast. Too often
pilot projects utilizing search mecha-
nisms are dow and awkward. This does
not appear to be the case for the
Churchill Papers catalogue.”

On apardlée project, the Churchill
Papers are being microfilmed and pub-
lished by the Gale Group, Inc. (For de-
tailed information visit their website
http://www.galegroup.com/ and search
for "Churchill.") Galé's first unit is
shortly to be published on microfilm
and should mean that the papers be-

come a greast deal more accessible to |

those who are not able to consult the
originals at the Archives Centre.

The cataloguing of the Churchill
Papers has been going on now for over
Sx years. The catalogue now contains
over 70,000 entries and the pilot Inter-
net version alows you to search for cat-
alogue descriptions using “free text,"
"keyword" and "date range" fields.
Searching methods will be improved
and refined over the forthcoming
months but the Centre is interested in
Comments and suggestions.

Comments are most welcome by
Natalie Adams, Archivist/Information
Services Manager, Churchill Archives
Centre, Churchill College, Cambridge
CB3 ODS, England, email Natalie.
Adams@chu.cam.ac.uk, telephone
(01223) 336222, fax (01223) 336135.
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"Nothingissettled either for
or againgt us. We havenoreason
to despair; ill lesshaw we any
reason to be sdlf-satisfied.”

[
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Strategic Hotel Capital's Churchill Ad Grows to a Series

CHICAGO, DECEMBER 3 |ST—Strategic Hotel
Capital has expanded its Churchill ad-
vertisement (see back cover, FH 112)
into a series, the second and third of
which, produced by Daly Gray, a Hern-
don, Virginiabased communications
firm, are shown herewith. The first ad
("An optimist sees the opportunity in
every difficulty"), the first commercial
advertisement ever to appear in Finest
Hour, was published not for commer-
cid reasons but for its artistry and rele-
vance. Finest Hour contributed the
guote and attribution to the third ad.

"We created the first ad to provide
encouragement to the hotel industry,
which was in the midst of the effects of
an economic slowdown,” said SHC
chief executive officer Laurence Geller.
"Like much of what Sr Winston
voiced, however, the enduring quota- ‘
tion lent itself equally well to the after-
math of the September 11th terrorist
attacks." Geller noted that following
the recent horrific events, Churchill's
words frequently served as the greatest
source of inspiration for an array of po-
litical figures.

The response to the ad from the !
hotel industry was overwhelmingly pos-
itive, which led Strategic Hotel Capital
to expand the series. "We intend peri-
odicaly to invoke the sage words of Sir
Winston in advertising to provide addi-
tional encouragement and inspiration |
for the industry,” adds Geller, an avid !

reader of history, student of the life of |

Churchill, a Mary Soames Associate
and a Trustee of The Churchill Center.

Headquartered in Chicago, Strate-
gic Hotel Capital currently owns
twenty-seven luxury and upscale hotels
and resorts in North America and Eu-
rope. The company acquires and asset-
manages properties with 200-plus
rooms in markets with unique, hard-to-
duplicate locations and high barriers to
additional competition. SHC's portfo-
lio includes the Essex House in New
York City; the Ritz-Carlton, Laguna
Niguel in Dana Point, California; the
Four Seasons Mexico City; the Hyatt
Regency Embarcadero and Park Hyatt
in San Francisco; the Hyatt Regencies
in New Orleans and on Capital Hill,
Washington; the Marriott Hamburg,
Germany; the Hotel Inter-Continental
Praha in Prague, Czech Republic; and
the Marriott Champs Elysées in Paris.
SHC (www.shci.com) is a privately held
limited liability company whose magjor
stakeholders include the Whitehall
funds and Prudential Insurance Co. of

" America.

New Paintings Catalogue:

. An Appeal for Help

LYME REGIS, DORSET, MARCH 10TH—I am

. working with David Coombs, compiler

of the 1967 catalogue, Churchill: His
Paintings, on a new updated edition.
The original was mainly in black and
white; the intent for the new edition is

continued overleaf
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' | "A number of logt paintings have
CHURCHILL CALENDAR | turned up: one for example is that auc-
Local events organizers: please send upcoming event notices to the editar for posting here. tioned at Balmora Castle in 1927 for
If address and email is not stated below, lookfor it on insidefront cover. King George V and Queen Mary. The
son of the origina purchaser now owns
it. Only recent extensive correspon-
dence with an American owner has re-
vealed another painting by Churchill:
one that nothing was known of before.
This was a gift in 1928 to the artist who
painted the picture that hangs over
Churchill's bed at Chartwell: a view of
his mother's dining room."

Peregrine Spencer Churchill
VERNHAM DEAN, HAMPSHIRE, MARCH 19—
Henry Winston Peregrine Spencer-
|i Churchill, who died today after a short
~illness aged 88, was a nephew of Sr
| Winston Churchill and a trustee of the
{ Churchill Archives, containing the per-
|- sonal papers of Sir Winston, his brother
. Jack, and members of their family.

f Peregrine, as he was dways known
i (along with the nickname "Prebbin"),
|

|

r

21 July: Washington Society for Churchill picnic-book discussion.
Contact: Caroline Hartzler, tel. (703) 503-9226 '

19-22 September: 19th International Churchill Conference, "Churchill and
the Intelligence World," Lansdowne Resort, Leesburg, Va
~ Contact: Nigel Knocker, Chairman, ICS/UK (sse page 2)._

30 November: Sr Winston Churchill's 128th birthday will be celebrated
with black tie dinners in Boston, Mass, and Anchorage, Alaska. Contacts:
Boston, Suzanne Sigman (ssigman@atthil.com), tel. (617) 696-18330;
Alaska, James Muller (af)wm@uaa.daskacom), tel. (907) 786-4740.

6-10 November 2003: 20th International Churchill Conference, Hamilton,

Bermuda, commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Bermuda Conference.

Contacts: David Boler (david.boler@ukgateway.net), tel. (0207) 558-3522;
and Randy Barber (randy.barber@chs.gov.on.ca), tel. (905) 881-8550.

was born 25 May 1913, the second son
of John Strange Spencer-Churchill
(1880-1947) and the former Lady
Gwendeline Bertie ("Goonie"), fourth
| daughter of the Seventh Earl of Abing-
don. Although six years Winston's ju-
nior, Jack was devoted to his brother
I and their wives, Clemmie and Goonie,
became close confidantes.

5 In the First World War the two
™ i families shared Jack and Goonie's house
| in Kensington. Peregrine, with his elder
| brother Johnny and sister Clarissa, grew
{ - up in close proximity to Sir Winston's
. B : i offspring and were frequent visitors to
| Painting a Macleira, 1950 | both Lullenden and Chartwell. Johnny
| David Coombs writes: "You might | was born in 1909, and Clarissa, who
If you own one of Sir Winston's | be interested in hearing about some of | married Anthony Eden, followed in
paintings, or know of the whereabouts | the things | have found. At Chartwell, | i 1920. Peregrine was educated at Har-
of any—even though you might fed | discovered a large and uncatalogued | row and Cambridge and, in 1954, mar-

|

|

|

|

|

2004: 21t Intl. Churchill Conference, 60th Anniversary D-Day
Portsmouth, England, sponsored by ICS, UK

New Paintings Catalogue...

to achieve dl reproductions in colour.

This will be the definitive catalogue of

Sir Winston's over 500 canvases and we

are trying to trace them dl and obtain
i colour transparencies for reproduction.
We have now traced over 450 paintings,
discovering some that were not in the
original catalogue, which is very excit- !
ing. We are presently trying to trace
those paintings that have disappeared.

ot W TEo T

that we know about it—please contact | cache of black and white photographs | ried Petricia Ethel Louise of Chesham,
us. We will treat dl information, own- i relating to Churchill's painting. These Buckinghamshire. She died in 1956,
ership and location in the strictest of | include a number of him working at his | and his second marriage, in 1957, was
confidence. For publication purposes, | easd (both before and after WW2) as | to Yvonne Henriette Marie of Rennes,
paintings can be, if requested, credited | well a larger number of photographs | France. There were no children from ei-
as, for example, "in a Canadian collec- =~ which he used for making paintings | ther marriage.
tion" or similar wording. down the years. The latter were espe- In 1993, Peregrine Churchill was
—MinnieS. Churchill, cidly interesting. | have made a sdec- . instrumental in arranging the agree-
Churchill HeritageLtd., WareHouse, tion from both categories which | hope | ment between the Churchill heirs and

catalogue. the Churchill Papers by the nation.

|

i
Lyme Regis, Dorset DT73RH, England, | we will be able to include in the new . the Government over the acquisition of
(Minniechurchill @btinter net.com). |
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Whilst attending the funera of his
elder brother in 1992, Peregrine, a civil
engineer, was shocked at the condition
of the family graves in Bladon, Oxford-
shire, not only those of Sir Winston and

Lady Churchill but of his parents, and ;

his grandparents, Lord and Lady Ran-
dolph Churchill. He proposed to use
some of the profits from the sde of the
archives for the £250,000 restoration
work at the famous country churchyard.
He made good his promise, and lived to
e a sarvice of rededication after com-
pletion of the work.

Peregrine took a powerful interest
in the work of The Churchill Center
and Societies, and was instrumental to
researchers, notably assisting Dr. John
Mather's medica research, which
proved among other things that Lord
Randolph Churchill did not die of
syphilis {FH93).

Finest Hour editor Richard Lang-

worth has fond memories of his visits |

to Peregrine and Yvonne Churchill,
who were devoted to each other and to

their forebears. "l wel remember Pere- |

grine showing me the rows of Lady
Randolph's diaries, teaching me to ook
beyond the rumors and misstatements
for the red truth—that Winston's par-
ents took far more interest in him than
anyone believed, and that Winston did
much better in school than he preferred
to let on. | ill routinely quote Pere-
grine's words: 'Winston was a very
naughty boy and his parents were
deeply concerned about him.'

"Peregrine had a burning loyalty to
the truth, which he often saw as over-
whelmed by innuendo and bad re-
search. He was instrumental in moving
the Southampton project and lived to
e its firgt fruits. He was a great man,
self-made and sdlf-reliant. Devoted to
history, he saw Sir Winston in a bal-
anced way, virtues and faults together.
And he banked his treasure, as his uncle
wrote of F. E. Smith, in the hearts of his
friends."

Peregrine Spencer Churchill was
privately cremated, and a Memoria
Service is planned for a later date. He is
survived by his sister Clarissa, Countess
of Avon, and by an extended family of
nephews and nieces. —Michael Rhodes

Local and National Events

Meeting at Dallas, November 30th: British Consul Paul Martinez, BarbaraWillette, John
Williams, John Restrepo and Paula (seated), Dot and Asa Newsom, Jm Brown, Nathan Hughes,
Ann Martinez, Charlotte and Earl Nicholson.

Dallas

OCTOBER 2 IST—Membeas of The
Churchill Center and their guests gath-
ered at the home of Richard and Anne
Hazlett for a stimulating program by
Chris Hanger. The program was espe-
cidly poignant in the wake of Chriss
untimely death a few months later {FH
113:8). The program opened with a
videotaped message of welcome from
our Patron, Lady Soames, and a video-
tape of the launching in Maine of the
USS Winston S. Churchill, and her sub-
sequent commissioning in Norfolk,
Virginia. The videos were augmented
with verbal commentary by Chris, who
aso read an email just received that &-
ternoon from the ship's Commander,
Captain Franken. Winston S. Churchill
was at the time south of Ireland, her
goodwill visits to ports in the UK hav-
ing been canceled following the Sep-
tember 11th attacks (see "We Stand By
You," FH 112:10). The program was
followed by a reception with wine and
hors d'oeuvres.

NOVEMBER 0TH—The 127th anniversary
of Churchill's birth was celebrated
tonight with a forma dinner in the
McKinney Room at the Cooper Aero-

bics Center. A socia hour preceded the |
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dinner and various pieces of Churchill
memorabilia were on display. The
British Consul, the Hon. Paul Martinez
and his wife graced the occasion.

The speaker was Lt. Col. Jm
Brown, who shared some of the wit and
wisdom of Sir Winston Churchill. This
was followed by a toast given by
Nathan Hughes, who fascinated us by
discussing the precise location of Sir
Winston on each decade of his birth-
day. About thirty members and guests
attended.

Both functions were arranged by
our faithful North Texas directors,
Paula and John Restrepo.

New Chartwell, N.C.
HIGH POINT, NORTH CAROLINA, NOVEMBER
ISTH—Ore of our loyd members is
doing his part to spread the word. Steve
Arnold's Arcon, Inc. has recently com-
pleted asmall residentia project known
as "New Chartwell." Steve has named
its three streets Blenheim Court,
Chartwell Drive and Number Ten Way:
"I have yet to find someone who imme-
diately recognizes the significance of al
three names. | am quite certain | won't
have to tel you." (Steve, what's the
meaning of Blenheim Court, hey?)
continued overleaf
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Errata, FH112
More than the usua number of clangers got by us lagt issue,
for which we are mortified, and offer apologies. —Ed.

* Page 12: Churchill visited the United States fifteen
times, not fourteen as we stated. We omitted a key visit:
June 1942 when, visiting Roosevelt, he first heard of the
loss of Tobruk. Thanks for this to Dr. R. I. MacFarlane.
Nobody dse saw this?

* Page 14, righthand column: Eric Bingham reminds
us that Sedbergh School, famed for its association with
Brendan Bracken, is in "Cumbria," not Lancashire. We
maintain, and believe Bracken would agree, that Sedbergh
isin the traditional county of Westmoreland, not some po-
litical contrivance like "Cumbria."

» Page 17, righthand column: Penelope Dudley Ward
was, of course, mistress to the Prince of Wales, later Edward
VI1II; not the Prince of Wales, later Edward VII. Thanks
for this to Paul Courtenay.

 Page 31: Curt Zoller informs us that Orange County
Churchillians, which sponsored an ad for the San Diego
Conference, was omitted from the list of sponsors and sup-
porters.

* Page 36: Stupidly, the editor omitted HM S Cossack
in describing Churchill's speech to the crews of HM'S Ex-
eter and Ajax on 23 February 1940 (top of middle col-
umn). Of course it was Cossack, not the other ships, which,
off Norway, liberated British seamen aboard the German
prison ship Altmark. Thanks for this to Robert J. Brown.

PAGE 5: ARRRGH!

So help us, it was there! The third column of
"Despatch Box" was exactly where we put it, on the left-
hand side of page 5, when we last saw the proofs. The final
magazine showed up with the first column of letters (from
page 4) reprinted in its place! We know what happened,
and it will never happen again because we are changing file
transfer methods. Here are the missing letters which were
omitted from page 5:

Vanishing National Anthems (FH 111)

Enjoyed your National Anthems article and so will my
Canadian cousins, who know only two verses of "O
Canada." Surdly no one living ever heard of "Roger Y oung"
and no one (possibly not even yourself because you are too
young) knows al the words—except for yours truly!

GERALD LECHTER, FORT LEE, N.J.

For the record, Gerald...

Othey'vegot notimefor gloryintheinfantry,
And they'vegot no usefor praisesloudly sung,
Butin every soldier'sheartin all theinfantry,
Shinesthe name, shinesthe name of Roger Young.

chorus:

Shinesthename...Roger Young,

Fought and died for the men he marched among.
Yesinevery soldier'sheartinall theinfantry,
Livesthestory of Private Roger Young.

It was he who drew the fire of the enemy,

That a company of men might liveto fight,
And before the deadly fire of theinfantry,
Sood the man, stood the man we hail tonight.
chorus: Stood the man....etc.

Ontheisland of New Georgiain the Solomons
Sandsa simplewooden crossalonetotell
That beneath the silent coral of the Solmons,
Seepsaman, deepsaman remembered well.
chorus: Seepsa man....etc.
—Not bad from the eighth grade! Ed.

1+ 5

Holland's " Wilhemus' Preceded " God Save the King"

Though | count myself a loyal subject of the Queen
and carry British and Canadian passports, Linda Colley
(FH 111:31) is wrong: "God Save the King/Queen" was
preceded by more than a century by the Dutch "Wilhe-
mus" song. The "Wilhemus" was adopted in the 1580s as
the Dutch fought their way out of the Spanish Hapsburg
empire. Probably written by Philip Marnix (1540-98), it
became a little more familiar in England after the Dutch
Statholder, William Il1, arrived in England in 1688 and
was crowned King the next year. William reigned until
1702 and fought with Churchill's ancestor, John Duke of
Marlborough, since the War of Spanish Succession, in
which the Duke won his glory, was just beginning.

JOHN F. BOSHER, OTTAWA, ONT.

Unadulterated Praise

| bumped into Hugh Segd ("Churchill as a Moder-
ate," Churchill Proceedings 1996-1997) today and he pulled
me aside to tell me how much he enjoys FH. From the arti-
cles to the recipes, he thinks it's a bang-up job. He was
reading it on a plane and a seatmate asked about it and he
told him it was a secret and he wouldn't tell him how to get
onel Of course, | shot him on the spot! | told Hugh |
would share his plaudits, so consider it done.

RANDY BARBER, PRESIDENT, ICS CANADA

Randy, theimmoderates still claim, in the wake of Hugh's
speech, that WSC was aways immoderate, like them. —Ed.
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Toronto

FEBRUARY 28TH—Toronto's venerable Al-
bany Club again served wel for "An
Evening with Winston Churchill,” the
popular lecture series staged by The
Other Club of Ontario. The speaker
was John Plumpton, President of the
Churchill Center and past-President of
ICS Canada, who remarked eloquently
on the continuing relevance of
Churchill in today's world, especidly in
the context of September 11th. He dso
made a moving plea for educational in-
stitutions to return to the study of tra-
ditional history and not let future gen-
erations grow up ignorant of our own
story. Mr. Plumpton concluded with a
brief explanation of the mission of the
Churchill Center and Societies, and in-
formed us of various initiatives in plan-
ning for the future.

During the second haf of the
evening Garth Webb, aJuno Beach vet-
eran, and Don Cooper introduced
members of the Other Club and their
guests to the fascinating Juno Besch
Centre project. The Juno Beach Centre
will open on the site of the Canadian
D-Day landing in Normandy, and will
srve as a permanent memoria to this
great Canadian contribution to world
freedom. The project will cost severd
million dollars, part of which is to be
financed by the sde of "donor and
memoria" bricks which will form part
of the museum. Following the address,
ICS Canada President Randy Barber
announced that a titanium donor brick
had been purchased by ICS-Canada,
which will be on display in perpetuity.

A very pleasant evening ended with ‘
light refreshment and a chance to exam-
ine several more artifacts from Randy's
bottomless chest of Churchilliana
Thanks go to Norman MaclL eod, Presi-
dent of the Other Club of Ontario, and
his team for putting the successful event
together. Congratulations are adso due
to Norm's wife Jean, who is to be in- |
vested as a member of the Order of
Canada for her services to volunteerism:
an award of great distinction presented
to a most deserving lady. Our next
"Evening with Winston Churchill" will
occur in the autumn.

—Rafal Heydel-Mankoo ®
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AROUND & ABOUT

"Shave his head, pack a hundred or so extra
pounds on him, pop acigar in his mouth,
trick him out in awaistcoat with a watch fob
stretched across his substantial tummy and—
voilal—you've turned George W. Bush into
Winston Churchill." (Thanks to David Ste-
jkowski for passing us this cut from the
March 28th Chicago Tribune) _ Belated
recognition by the French occurred in the
June 2000 issue of France's Historia maga-
zine, which spent thirty pages naming Churchill Statesman of the Century. The
first article was by Francois Kersaudy, author of Churchill and de Gaulle
(1981), entitled "A Monument of Contradictions.” Mike Campbell reports
that it's "a somewhat frustrating piece: one long list of Kersaudy's ideas on how
Churchill was full of contradictions. It's also weirdly written: one long string of
thoughts separated by semicolons. Ultimately positive, Kersaudy does use the
'I-word' (Iroquois) and | think there are at least a few questionable points
raised." Kersaudy concludes: "Under this mass of apparent contradictions, there
exist numerous keys to Sir Winston Spencer Churchill. If they do not open all
the doors, it's because each man guards his part of the mystery. But, following
step by step, since very young, the peripheries of this fabulous existence, is

something that should enrich al of ours." Okay, if you say so_ Repeat alie
often enough and gullible people will believe it. Thus Peter Carlson in the
Washington Post Outlook ofMarch 26th. Writing admiringly of The Atlantic
Churchill attack by Christopher Hitchens (see next page), Carlson said
Hitchens's "revelation" that an actor delivered Churchill's war speeches over the
radio left him "dack-jawed." Replying nastily to our own Chris Dunford, Carl-
son said he had "no vested interest in perpetrating [a myth] if it isn't true." So
we wrote and referred him to "Leading Churchill Myths (2): An actor read
Churchill's wartime speeches over by wireless," by the late Sir Robert Rhodes

| James (FH112:52-53): "If we told you the yarn about how Churchill caused

the 1929 stock market crash, would you go dack-jawed again?' Mr. Carlson

i did not reply (surprised?)... .And you'll love this one, from The Atlantic'sweb-

site: "We (mistakenly) advertised in the April Atlantic that this Flashback
would include two articles by Winston Churchill, written early in his career:
'Modern Government and Christianity' (January 1912) and 'Naval Organiza-
tion, American and British' (August 1917).... Further research turns up the fact
that there was in fact another Winston Churchill, an American who lived from
1871-1947...." Sometimes you just gotta laugh!... Former U.S. presidential

i candidate Al Gore ralied his party faithful in Floridawith a semi-quote from

Churchill's famous quote Never give in—never, never, never, never." But Al
added two "nevers' to his version. Maine Governor Angus King, at the launch
of USS Winston S. Churchill, believed WSC's seven words comprised the en-
tire speech—will they ever get it right?... HBO's presentation "The Gathering
Storm: with Albert Finney as Churchill and Vanessa Redgrave as Clementine
has had rave reviews—and will get one from us next issue. Don't miss it! M>
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THE ATLANTIC TAKES A DIVE

We shouldn't be upset about the shrill cries ot the muckrakers.

They give us such great material!

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

Perhapsin self-defense, The Atlantic
website hasnow posted linksto other ar-
ticlesabout Churchill fromitsarchives.
See: http: [lwww. theatlantic. comlun-
boundlflashbksl churchill. htm

he cover story on the April issue
of The Atlantic Monthly—
"Churchill Takes A Fall: The

Revisionist Verdict: Incompetent,
Boorish, Drunk, and Mostly Wrong,"
by Christopher Hitchens—was not so
bad as the title suggests.

Hitchens, a paid iconoclast
who regularly skewers phonies of
the left and right, takes proper aim at
the politicians who've wrapped them-
saves in Churchillian rhetoric since
September 11th. The pols are still at it,
and unless they begin seriously to mo-
bilize the citizenry it's going to take an-
other attack to make us redlize what
we're up against. Instead of frisking
dowagers at airports and showing us
colored disks to define the current
threat level, they should have declared
a state of war with "the nation of ter-
rorism," financed it with War Bonds,
plugged porous borders, invaded Irag,
and started discriminating against
Middle Easterners boarding airplanes.
Call it racism—or cdl it survival. Take
your pick.

Unfortunately, Hitchens larded his
10,347 word critique with every accu-
sation against Winston Churchill ex-
cept the one about how he caused the
stock market crash in 1929. As
Churchill once remarked, "l have never
heard the opposite of the truth stated
with greater precision."

The trouble with this sort of bunk
is that unless it is refuted, after awhile
people bdieve it. That's already started,
with columnists bearing 1Q's no higher
than their body temperature going
"dack-jawed" at Hitchens's "revela

tions” {see
"Around and About" on

the preceding page). So hereisare-
sponse—only to The Atlantic's most
egregious errors.

1. Actor Norman Shelley's ridicu-
lous notion that he delivered
Churchill's war speeches over the BBC
has been laid to rest by eyewitness testi-
mony for years. What Shelley recorded,
apparently in 1943, was an obscure,
unpublished Churchill speech, the ori-
gin of which has eluded even the
Churchill Archives. Neither the Prime
Minister's 13 May speech ("Blood,
Toil, Tears and Sweat") nor his 4 June
speech ("Fight on the Beaches') was
even broadcast by anyone purporting
to be Churchill. Sir Martin Gilbert's
officid biography does quote a letter
by Vita SackvilleWest of 4 June, im-
plying that at least part of that speech
was repeated by the BBC announcer
{Winston S. Churchill, London: Heine-
mann, 1983, VL469). Shelley may
have recorded the "Beaches' speech
later, possibly for the BBC oversess
service, but no one has ever been able
to track this.
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2. Amusingly, Hitchens even gets
the liewrong: Shdley'srolein "The
Children's Hour" was "Dennis the
Dachshund," not "Winnie the Pooh."
Poor Mr. Shelley can't win.

3. Undoubtedly the "military and
economic support of Canada, Aus-

| tralia, India, and the rest of a gigantic

empire," not to mention the
fighting Greeks, comprised a
monumental consolation to
the British during the Blitz.
"Keep low, men, we still have
the Greeks with us."
4. But Hitchens wants Greece
both ways. He condemns
Churchill for trading Greek free-
dom for Stalin's dominance of the
Balkans; then he rabbits on about
Greece's resistance to tyranny. A more

! rational view is that saving Greece was
i the best Churchill could make of a

* sorry situation, allowing Greeks to

I enjoy postwar the liberties they de-

fended in 1941.

5. Thefirst air force to bomb civil-
ians was the Luftwaffe over Warsaw
(and later Rotterdam)—not the RAF
over Berlin. In March 1945, Churchill
was the first to question the carpet
bombing of Dresden and other Ger-
man cities (see Christopher Harmon,
"Are We Beasts?', Newport: Naval War
College, 1991).

6. The slly charge that Churchill
ran and hid in the country when

. warned in advance of air raids on Lon-

don is dmost as old as the accompany-
ing canard that he let Coventry burn
rather than tip the Germans that he'd
read their codes. On the night of the

i Coventry attack Churchill, headed for

~ the country, turned round and returned

to London &fter reading decrypts which
incorrectly held London the target.
There he sent his gt&ff to safety and
mounted the Air Ministry roof to await

¢ the bombers that never came.

Hitchens has "never seen [this] ad-

" dressed by the Great Man's defenders.”
. Redly? It was addressed in The Times

* by John Martin on 28 August 1976; by
" John Colville (The Churchillians, Lon-
. don: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1981).

Norman Longmate, Ronald Lewin,

* Harry Hensley, and David Stafford—
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none of them whitewashes—are just
four historians who, as early as 1979,
dismissed the Coventry story for the
myth it is. Yet it lives on, a dark seam
of treacle emerging regularly from the
fever swamps and conspiracy nuts.

7. In cabinet discussions in May
1940 Churchill said at one point (not
"more than once") that he'd considered
whether it was part of his duty "to
enter into negotiations with That Man

[Hitler]." On
this dim

CARTOON BY
RALPH SALLON

Hitchens assures us that Churchill did

not want to fight! Numerous historians

(e.g., Sheila Lawlor, Churchill and the
Paliticsof War, Cambridge University
Press, 1991) conclude that at that
point, Churchill's political position was
too unfirm overtly to dismiss Hdifax's
cry for negotiation. By the end of May
Churchill had convinced his cabinet to
fight on. History turned on that
achievement.

8. Churchill did not skip Roo-
sevet's funeral out of "pique at Roo-
sevelt's repeated refusal to visit Britain
during the war"; in fact he agonized
over missing it. Mr. Hitchens forgets
that there was awar on. The Allies
were closing on Berlin, the end might
come any day. There were more press-
ing things than funerals to occupy
heads of government.

9. "Unless fresh information
comes to light,” Mr. Hitchens will be-
lieve the fable that Churchill set up the
Lusitania sinking to entice the Ameri-
cans into World War 1. Well, okay, if
he wants to...but that particular red
herring was exploded 20 years ago by
Harry V. Jffa {Satesmanship, Durham:
Carolina Academic Press, 1981), and
by others since.

10. There is not a shred of evi-
dence that Churchill knew in advance
about the Japanese attack on Pesarl
Harbor and this, again, has been
broadly rejected, most recently by
David Stafford {Churchill and Secret
Service, London: Murray, 1997).
M dtirrer, but he should be

reading the more balanced
historians: Norman Rose, Henry
Pelling, Warren Kimball, Paul Addison,
Robert Rhodes James.

Churchill's faults were on a grand
scae, and Mr. Hitchens has managed
to list aimost dl of them, including the
imaginary ones, which continue to im-
press theirrational. The overriding

point is that the virtues outweighed the
faults. If his "lapidary phrases’ and

r. Hitchens is an able pot-

| "gallows humor" have reacquired

renown, it is because Churchill crafted

¢ words to express what free people were

thinking—and because last September
those words proved starkly relevant.

In the 1930s—the period when
Hitchens finds him particularly con-
temptible—Churchill said: "The worst
difficulties from which we suffer do
not come from without. They come
from within... .They come from a pe-

i culiar type of brainy people aways

found in our country, who, if they add
something to its culture, take much
from its strength.”

Brainy people have been celebrat-

- ing Churchill's feat of clay (and they

were big feet) for half a century. Theirs
is an error of proportion. They forget
that at the key moment in the 20th
century, as Charles Krauthammer
wrote, one man proved indispensable.
How sad to find a good writer like
Christopher Hitchens suffering from
the same amnesia
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From the Archives

1. There is no proof that any of
Churchill's famous broadcasts were
made by Norman Shdley. This claim is

: made by David Irving in the first vol-

ume of his book, Churchill's War, based
apparently on conversations with Shel-
ley [although Irving's foothote for said
conversations is dated after Shelley's
death! —Ed.]

Asfar as | can establish, Shelley

* did claim to have recorded as Churchill

during the war, but (in public at least)
never claimed that he broadcast the fa-

: mous 1940 speeches contemporane-

oudy. He may have claimed to have
broadcast the June 4th "Beaches'
Speech at alater date. The only proof
that his family have been able to offer

. isaBBC recording of Shelley speaking

as Churchill and delivering an address
that seems to relate to 1942, and does

- not seem to equate with the text of any

Churchill speech held here.
There is no doubt that Churchill

~ delivered the speeches in the House of
- Commons (at least there are hundreds

of witnesses to that). However, where
the argument redly fdls down, is that
the speeches of 13 May and 4 June

. were only delivered by Churchill in the

Commons and wer e not broadcast by

* him or anyone else at the time (although

after the war WSC recorded them for
Decca). The speech of 4 June was re-
peated by the BBC radio announcer.

2. We have the evidence that
Churchill's speeches were st out by his
private office secretaries in the blank
verse style that they referred to as
"gpeech form" or "psalm style," so this
did not originate with William Man-
chester's books. Anyone can come to
the Archives Centre and consult the
original speaking notes.

3. Itis not redly my place to com-
ment on the "revisionists' as the
Archives Centre exists to provide access
to al, and to make the Churchill Pa
pers available for this type of historical
debate. But | think it is fair to say that
some of these works are much better
researched than others.

—Allen Pack woodActing Keeper
Churchill Archives Centre, Cambridge M>




Michael McMenamin

125 Years Ago: |
Spring 1877-Age 2 |
"Dressed...Like a Girl" J

letter from his mother described ‘

life in Dublin with her young son:
"Winston is flourishing tho rather X |
the last 2 days more teeth | think. Ever- |
est has been bothering me about some
clothes for him saying that it was quite
a disgrace how few things he had &c |
how shabby at that." Churchill's grand-
daughter, Celia Sandys, offers this por-
trait: "Winston had arrived in Dublin a
month after his second birthday
dressed, as was the fashion, like a girl. ;
At that time children were dressed dike,
making boys and girls indistinguishable
one from the other, for the first few ‘
years of their lives."

It was early days in Ireland for
Churchill's 28-year-old father. In his bi- |
ography of Lord Randolph, Churchill ;

writes of the routine into which his fa- !
ther soon settled: "Five minutes' walk |
from the Viceregd Lodge, on the road -
to the Phoenix Perk, there stands, amid
clustering trees, alittle, long, low, white
house with a green verandah and a tiny -
lawn and garden. i

"This is the 'Little Lodge' and the ;
appointed abode of the private secretary
[Lord Randolph] to the Lord-Lieu- !
tenant. By a friendly arrangement with
that gentleman Lord Randolph was
permitted to occupy it; and here, for
the next four years, his life was mainly !
lived. He studied reflectively the jerky
course of administration at the Castle.
He played chess with Steinitz, who was |

//Zt:l_// . - -

Lady Soames, who published this photo
in her Family Album (1982), believesit
to be the earliest of her father.

living in Dublin at this time; he ex-

i plored Donegal in pursuit of snipe; he

fished the lakes and streams of Ireland,
wandering about where fancy took him;
but wherever he went, and for whatever
purpose, he interested himself in the

125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

. month sentence in South Africa for

criminal libel over an article critical of
Kitchener, was denied the right to re-
turn to England. The reason the Gov-
ernment offered was. "it seemed inex-
pedient to increase the number of per-
sons in this country who disseminated
anti-British propaganda.”

Speaking in the House, Churchill
said, "What reason has the government
to be afrad of Mr. Cartwright? There
are many people in this country who
spread what is caled anti-British propa-
ganda, but does that ater the opinion
of the British people? Has it in any way
impaired the security of the British
Government? No Government has ben-
efited so much by the strong support
and opinions of the masses of the coun-
try as this Government. No Govern-
ment has less right not to alow those
masses to receive any opinion within
the law which may be properly ex-
pressed to them. This is a great consti-
tutional principle."

Dining with the Hooligans that
evening, after the Liberal Party's motion
had been defeated, Joseph Chamberlain
criticized the young Tory MPs for their
lack of support: "What is the use of
supporting your own Government only
when it is right? It is just when it is in
this sort of pickle that you ought to
have come to our aid.”

Churchill records in My Early Life

. that at the conclusion of the dinner
i where Chamberlain had been "most gay

and captivating," he offered this parting
advice: "You young gentlemen have en-

; tertained me royaly, and in return |

people and studied the questions of the |

country."

100 Years AQo:
Spring 1902-Age 27

. "The Palitics of the Future"

shall give you a priceless secret. Tariffd
There are the politics of the future, and
of the near future. Study them closaly
and make yourselves masters of them,

- and you will not regret your hospitality
{ to me." Indeed, it was Chamberlain's
i and the Conservative Party's support for

: In April, Churchill and the other

Hooligans voted with the Liberals

against the Tory Government in sup-
port of a British journalist named
Cartwright who, after serving a twelve-
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tariffs and opposition to Free Trade
which would lead Churchill out of his
party in less than two years. At the
time, however, Churchill gave no ap-
pearance of courting the Liberals favor.

The Libera Parry's motion on that

. occasion had been placed by John Mor-

ley, whom Churchill had sharply criti-
cized, aong with Liberd leader Sir




125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

Henry Campbell-Bannerman, at a Con-
servative Party dinner in Manchester a
month earlier: "I admire those who dis-
play a great deal of patient toleration.
Some people are violent for war; others
are violent for peace. People in Man-
chester recently listened to one of the
most bellicose peacemakers of the time,
Mr. John Morley. (Laughter.) | disagree
from Mr. Morley in amost every single
important particular, but | have great re-
spect for Mr. Morley. Although Mr.
Morley's views are pernicious—would
be pernicious if they attained to an elec-
toral majority—it must nevertheless be
recognized that his are the views of an
honest man, a man who, somehow, in
spite of his views, one does not alto-
gether dissociate from the fortunes of
his country. (Hear, hear.)

"One would not like to say the
same about Sir Henry Campbell-Ban-
nerman. (Laughter.) One cannot say
that he is an honest exponent of the
views of astrong man. (Renewed laugh-
ter.)....The words a great satirist of the
last century applied to Sr Robert Ped
might be brought up to date and made
to read (in the phraseology of the
satirist's last will and testament), 'l give
and bequeath to Sr Henry Campbell-
Bannerman my patience. He will want
it al before he becomes Prime Minister
of England. But in the event of Sir
Henry Campbell-Bannerman's becom-
ing Prime Minister of England my pa-
tience is then to revert to the English
people.’ (Loud laughter.)"

75 YeasAgo:
Spring 1927 « Age 52
"Buoyant Mischievousness'

Ourchill's third budget represented,
in his own words, "the limits of

what could be done by way of taxation

without checking a trade revival."

Churchill was opposed to further tax
increases. As he wrote privately on 16
April after presenting his budget: "We
have assumed since the war, largely
under the guidance of the Bank of Eng-
land, a policy of deflation, debt repay-
ment, high taxation, large sinking funds
and Gold Standard. This has raised our

credit, restored our exchange and low-
ered the cost of living. On the other
hand it has produced bad trade, hard
times, an immense increase in unem-
ployment involving costly and unwise
remedial measures....This debt and tax-
ation lie like a vast wet blanket across
the whole process of creating new
wealth by new enterprise.”

Nevertheless, Churchill's budget
was well received. Prime Minister Stan-
ley Baldwin wrote to the King describ-
ing Churchill's presentation to the
House: "Mr. Churchill as astar turn has
a power of attraction which nobody in
the House of Commons can
excel...There is in Mr. Churchill an
under current of buoyant mischievous-
ness which frequently makes its appear-
ance on the surface in some picturesgue
phrase or playful sdly at the expense of
his opponents."

Lord Winterton, who as Edward
Tumour was an original member of
The Other Club, wrote in a private let-
ter on 6 June: "The great Parliamentary
event was Winston's Budget speech, |
thought it a masterpiece, and about the
best | have ever heard. Winston is a
wonderful fellow...head and shoulders
above anyone d<e in the House (not ex- -
cluding Lloyd George) in Parliamentary
position, and both oratorical and debat-
ing skill___he has suddenly acquired,
quite late in his Parliamentary life, an
immense fund of tact, patience, good
humour and banter on amost al occa
sions; no one used to 'suffer fools
ungladly' more fully than Winston,
now he is friendly and accessible to
everyone, both in the House, and in the
lobbies, with the result that he has be- !
come what he never was before the war, |
very popular in the House generally—a
great accretion to his aready formida- |
ble parliamentary power."

50 YearsAgo:
Spring 1952-Age 77
"He Hated YesMen'

n a cabinet meeting on 13 March, .
I Churchill's proposals on three defense |
issues—the sde of arms to India and
Pakistan; priority over civil production |
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for certain defense equipment; and the
enlargement of industrial capacity for
tank production—were al overruled.
Martin Gilbert quotes Lord Alexander,
the Minister of Defence, on how WSC
handled disagreements: "Winston loved
argument. Whenever | saw him and
Brendan Bracken together they were
quarreling. That's what Winston liked;
he hated yes-men—he had no use for
them. What he wanted was people who

¢ would stand up to him. Winston would

put forward some point of view and
Brendan would say straight out, 'That's
al wrong." Then Winston would ques-
tion him at length, probing his position.
Once, in Cabinet, when | was Minister
of Defence, Winston began running
down the Army. | got very angry and
burst out: "That's dl nonsense. You don't
know anything about the Army...." | was
very outspoken. Winston just grunted.
When | had finished my outburst |
thought, 'That's done it. I've over-
stepped the mark." That same night we
were to dine together at a mutual
friend's house. | was rather anxious.
Winston came up to me, and | began to
apologize. Then a smile came over his
face. 'Dear boy,' he said, «you said what

. you fet had to be said.’ And we sat
i down to dinner. He bore no malice."

Churchill continued to be con-
cerned about the after effects of his
stroke, telling Lord Moran on 23
March: | have noticed a decline in men-
tal and physical vigour. | require more
prodding to mental effort...I'm as
quick at repartee in the House as ever |
was. | enjoy Questions there. Do you
think | ought to see Brain?' The suit-
ably named Sr Russl Brain was
Churchill's neurologist.

On April 29th, his daughter Sarah
was in the United States and read a
message from her father at Carnegie
Hall upon the fourth anniversary of the
cregtion of Israel: "As a Zionist from the
days of the Bafour Declaration, | have

. watched with admiration the coura-
i geous effort of Israel to establish her in-

dependence and prosperity. May this
and future anniversaries be celebrated
with growing confidence and good will
by Ised's friends throughout the
wor .
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In Remembrance of His Late Majesty and
to Commemorate the Golden Jubilee 01 Her Magjesty Queen Elizabetb |1

WINSTON S. CHURCHILL

In this year of the Golden Jubilee, when acts of com-

memoration for King George VI have occurred across the |

Commonwealth, we publish, at the suggestion of Rafal

Heydel-Mankoo, Churchill's moving and eloquent tribute
fromfifty years ago. "Churchill's eulogy," Rafal writes, "isone |
of the finest ever made. His passage: 'The King walked with .

death..." is most moving and his closing homage to the new

Queen is inspiring.” Most moving of all were Churchill's |
words on his floral tribute to Britain's wartime King, taken .

from those on the Victoria Cross; "For Valour."

en the death of the King was announced to us
yesterday morning there struck a deep and

solemn note in our lives which, as it resound-
ed far and wide, stilled the clatter and traffic of twentieth-

century life in many lands, and made countless millions
of human beings pause and look around them. A new

sense of vaues took, for the time being, possesson of

human minds, and mortal existence presented itsdf to so

many & the same moment in its serenity and in its sorrow,

in its splendour and in its pain, in its fortitude and in its

suffering.

was respected as a man and as a prince far beyond the
many realms over which he reigned. The ssimple dignity of

his life, his manly virtues, his sense of duty—alike as a !
ruler and a servant of the vast spheres and communities

for which he bore responsibility—his gay charm and

were aspects of his character which won the glint of admi-

ration, now here, now there, from the innumerable eyes !

whose gaze fdls upon the Throne.

We thought of him as a young nava lieutenant in

the great Battle of Jutland. We thought of him when

This broadcast of 7 February 1952 was published by BBC's The Lis-
tener aweek later. Single-volume editions (Woods A135) were pub-
lished in 1952 by The Times Publishing Co. and in miniature form
by Achille]. &. Onge, Worcester, Massachusetts. Reprinted by kind
permission of the copyright holder, Winston S. Churchill.

The King was greatly loved by dl his peoples. He

cadmly, without ambition, or want of self-confidence, he
assumed the heavy burden of the Crown and succeeded
his brother whom he loved and to whom he had rendered
perfect loyaty. We thought of him, so faithful in his study
and discharge of State affairs, so strong in his devotion to
the enduring honour of our country; so sdf-restrained in
his judgments of men and &ffairs so uplifted above the
clash of party politics, yet o attentive to them; so wise
and shrewd in judging between what matters and what
does not.

All this we saw and admired. His conduct on the
Throne may wel be a model and a guide to constitution-
a sovereigns throughout the world today and dso in
future generations. The last fev months of King George's
life, with dl the pain and physicd dresses that he
endured—his life hanging by a thread from day to day,
and he dl the time cheerful and undaunted, stricken in
body but quite undisturbed and even unaffected in spir-
it—these have made a profound and an enduring impres-
sion and should be a help to dl.

He was sustained not only by his natural buoyancy,
but by the sincerity of his Christian faith. During these
last months the King waked with death asif death were a
companion, an acgquaintance whom he recognized and
did not fear. In the end death came as a friend, and after
a happy day of sunshine and sport, and after "good night"
to those who loved him best, he fdl adegp as every man
or woman who dgrives to fear God and nothing dse in the

; world may hope to do.
happy nature, his example as a husband and afather in his

The nearer one stood to him the more these facts

modern times have made vast numbers of his subjects able
to watch with emotion the last months of his pilgrimage.
We dl saw him approach his journey's end. In this period
of mourning and meditation, amid our cares and toils,
evay home in dl the redms joined together under the
Crown may draw comfort for tonight and strength for the
future from his bearing and his fortitude.

There was another tie between King George and his
people. It was not only sorrow and affliction that they

. shared. Dear to the hearts and the homes of the people is

the joy and pride of a united family. With this dl the trou-
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bles of the world can be borne and dl its ordeals at least
confronted. No family in these tumultuous years was hap-
pier or loved one another more than the Royd Family
around the King.

N

oughness with which he mas-  EHEm. o
tered the immense daily flow i
of State papers made a deep
mark on my mind.

Let me tell you another
fact. On one of the days when
Buckingham Pdace was
bombed the King had just
returned from Windsor. One
side of the courtyard was
struck, and if the windows
opposite out of which he and
the Queen were looking had
not been, by the mercy of
God, open, they would both
have been blinded by the bro-
ken glass instead of being
only hurled back by the
explosion. Amid dl that was
then going on, although | saw
the King so often, | never
heard of this episode till a
long time after. Their
Maegties never mentioned it
or thought it of more signifi-
cance than a soldier in their

war as | did. | made certain he -wes kept informed

0 Minister saw so much of the King during the

of every secret matter, and the care and thor-

match with no idea of regd pomp or splendour. Indeed,
there seemed to be before them only the arduous life of
royd personages, denied so many of the activities of ordi-
narv folk and having to give so much in ceremonial pub-
lic service May | say—speaking with al freedom—that
our hearts go out tonight to that valiant woman, with
famous blood of Scotland in her veins, who sustained King
George through dl his toils and problems, and brought up
with their charm and beauty
the two daughters who
mourn their father today.
May she be granted strength
to bear her sorrow.

To Queen Mary, his
mother, another of whose
sons is dead—the Duke of
Kent having been killed on
active service—there belongs
the consolation of seeing
how well he did his duty and
fulfilled her hopes, and of
knowing how much he cared

for her.
N treasures of the past
mand turn to the
future. Famous have been the
reigns of our queens. Some of
the greatest periods in our
history have unfolded under
their sceptre. Now that we
have the second Queen
Elizabeth, dso ascending the

ow | must leave the

armies would of a shell burst-
ing near him. This seems to
me to be a reveding trait in
the royd character.

There is no doubt that of dl the institutions which
have grown up among us over the centuries, or sprung
into being in our lifetime, the constitutional monarchy is
the most deeply founded and dearly cherished by the
whole association of our peoples. In the present genera-
tion it has acquired a meaning incomparably more pow-
eful than anyone had dreamed possible in former times.
The Crown has become the mysterious link, indeed | may
sy the magic link, which unites our loosaly bound, but
strongly interwoven Commonwealth of nations, states,
and races....

For fifteen years George VI was King. Never at any
moment in dl the perplexities at home and abroad, in pub-
lic or in private, did hefail in his duties. Well does he deserve
the farewd| salute of dl his governments and peoples.

It is at this time that our compassion and sympathy
go out to his consort and widow. Their marriage was alove

The PM bids good-bye to the King and Queen after a
luncheon at No. 10 Downing Street, 28 October 1941.
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Throne in her twenty-sixth
year, our thoughts are carried
back nearly four hundred
years to the magnificent fig-
ure who presided over and, in many ways, embodied and
inspired the grandeur and genius of the Elizabethan age.

Queen Elizabeth I, like hei predecessor, did not
pass her childhood in any certain expectation of the
Crown. But already we know her well, and we understand
why her gifts, and those of her husband, the Duke of
Edinburgh, have stirred the only part of the
Commonwealth she has yet been able to visit. She has
dready been acclaimed as Queen of Canada.

We make our clam too, and others will come for-
ward aso, and tomorrow the proclamation of her sover-
eignty will command the loyalty of her native land and of
dl other parts of the British Commonwealth and Empire.

I, whose youth was passed in the august, unchal-
lenged and tranquil glories of the Victorian era, may well
fed a thrill in invoking once more the prayer and the
anthem, "God save the Queen!” M>




Sir Martin Gilbert Recdls
tke Women Wko Made tke Man

CHURCHILLSWOMEN

PRECIS BY ROBERT COURTS

"I ama pretty dull and paltry scribbler,
but my stick as | write carries my heart along with it."
—Sr Winstonto Lady Churchill, 1963

Ever first: Elizabeth Evered, left, whom he loved dl his life; his
mother Jennie (ova), who advanced his causes (sketch by Sargent).

f—

&t October 23rd,
I— hundreds gath-

ered in amarquee
in the Royd Geograph-

icd Society's grounds
to hear the officd bi-

women who mattered
in Winston Churchill's
life. Churchill, we were
told during the introduc-
tion, is a subject that
arouses strong passions. In-

after the announcement of Sr Mar-
tin's lecture, an indignant answer-phone message was |eft
with the RGS claiming that the title of the talk was an
"insult to the great man"!

The indignant cdler need not have worried: where
Churchill is concerned, such atitle carries no puerile im-
plications, particularly given the spesker, and the presence
of Sr Winston's daughter, Lady Soames. Aswe have come
to expect from Sr Martin, the sesson was gripping, fre-
guently funny, and filled with fascinating glimpses into
the human side of Churchill.

Of the women in Churchill's early life, the first was of

course his mother, Lady Randolph Churchill. Winston,
she wrote, was a "demanding son," and Sr Martin gave
plenty of examples to show what she meant.

Mr. Courts is a member of the International Churchill Society
of the UK and isis training to work as a barrister. He lives in Basdl
Common, near Coventry in Warwickshire.

ographer spesk of the !

deed, no sooner than the day

Even at the early age of twelve, Winston was a great
letter-writer, possessed of a precocious talent, who
wrote to get others to do what he wanted them to do.

SRR | 1\ cidition to frequent appedls for visits, he wrote to

his mother a the time of Queen Victorias Jubilee,
explaining how much he wanted to see Buffdo Bill.
Unfortunately, this would require that he leave
Brighton, where he was at school with the Thompson ss-
ters. He wanted his parents to demand that he be rdleased
to the Jubilee, and went so far as to draft their proposed
letter. The request did not, unsurprisingly, cite Buffao Bill
as a reason! Winston followed up by saying he was "in
torment" over the delay in his mother's reply. Needless to
sy, he got hisway.
Churchill unashamedly used his mother's influence

© wel into his twenties. His letters are full of phrases like

"please exert yoursdf," "it is no use to preach the gospd of
patience," and "leave no stone unturned." It was Lady
Randolph to whom he turned to in order to further his
career. On his plans to go to Egypt as part of the Omdur-
man campaign, he exhorted her to "strike whilethe iron is
hot" and to leave "no cutlet uncooked.”

A mgor influence in Churchill's young life was his
great-aunt, the Dowager Duchess of Marlborough. While
considering Winston "affectionate, not naughty," she dso
fdt that he was too "excitable," which he made worse by
going out too much. His school reports frequently dis-
agreed with this generous appraisal, and his parents sug-
gested the idea of a tutor for the schoaol holidays, an idea

i which was gregted with opprobrium. "Some enemy has

sown fears in your mind," hewrote to his mother: "please
give me a chance [to acquit mysdf] of the evil of which |
am accused.” He wrote to the woman he caled his
"deputy mother," Lady Wilton (a friend of his parents),
"my mother is incensed againgt me."

His true "deputy mother" was probably his nanny,
Elizabeth Everest, the dominant femde influence of his
youth. He held her in affection long after boys were sup-
posed to leave their nannies behind. Sir Martin quoted an



Relatives. Left: Grandmama Fanny and
sigter-in-law Goonie wedding brother Jack,
1908. Oval: "Deputy Mother" Lady Wilton.

occason when he asked for

help with his teeth, which

were giving him trouble. Mrs. Everest replied with a num-
ber of well-intentioned but bizarre remedies, including
pulling socks over his head when he went to deep. His
mother replied more practicaly, telling him that he
should brush them!

Once the prima facie reason for her employment was
past, Mrs. Everest was peremptorily dismissed as the
Churchills nanny. Aghast, Winston wrote to his parents
appealing for her better treatment. His apped wasin vain:
she was dismissed by letter, without even the customary
courtesy of an interview with her employer. The fae of
Mrs. Everest, and so many of her class, had a great effect
on Winston, and influenced him during his radicd years
as a crusading Liberd MP. It was through Mrs. Everest
that he saw the working dass, with whom he would other-
wise have had no contact.

o the women in his life Churchill confided,

amongst other things, the redities of warfare. He

was critical of the new dum-dum bullets which
caused such horrific injuries. These, he said, were "not [to
be] aluded to in print.” To his grandmother he explained
his disgust, but his mother was not wholly impressed by
his letters, which she fdt were too boastful. Not for the
fird time, he had to gpologize.

Flames. Left: Ethel Barrymore, who said she turned him down.
Above right: first love Molly Hackett. Above: Murid Wilson as

"Vashti." Top (overlapped): Pamela Plowden, "the most beautiful
girl that | have ever seen." Photographs from the officid biography.

Perhaps one of the most profound influences on
Churchill, abeit not one of the most obvious, came from
Lady Gwendoline ("Gooni€"), his dster-in-law. It was she
who in 1915 introduced him to painting, which would
provide him with so much solace and enjoyment for the
rest of his life. Another woman, Lady Lavery, taught him
how to attack a canvas. "Wallop, smash, clean no longer”
was her approach, and Winston wholeheartedly adopted
it: "I fdl upon my victim with berserk fury," as he charac-
teristicdly put it.

Churchill had a number of lady friends before he
married Clementing, thefirst being Molly Hackett, arda
tionship cut off when she married someone else. Next was
Muriel Wilson, who tried to help Churchill cure himsdlf
of his ligp, the speech impediment that caused him much
irritation. Repeatedly she practiced with him the line,
"The Spanish ships | cannot see for they are not in sight.”
Engagement was discussed, but Muriel wanted someone
with good financid prospects, and this Winston could not
offer. Actress Ethel Barrymore dso turned him down.

Pamda Plowden, whom Winston held "the most
beautiful girl that | have ever seen,” was the most serious
early love, and they had a lifdong friendship: fifty years
later he was to write to her, "I cherish your signa across
theyears....| was afresk, but you saw some qualities." >>
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