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BOMBS BURSTING IN AIR
If national anthems are of recurring interest

(FH 111,114), consider The Flag, the Poet and
the Song by Irwin Molotsky (Penguin). While
not a big fan of the American anthem, he pre-
sents a readable story of a high point in the War
of 1812, the creation and preservation of the
flag, the inspiration for creating the anthem, and
something about the author, Francis Scott Key,
who was a lawyer, and apparently a good one.

In FH 114, correcting Mr. Hitchens, you
indicated that Germany was the first country in-
tentionally to bomb a civilian population. Didn't
the Japanese do it to China in the 1930s?

RONALD J. BROIDA, DARIEN, ILL.

PEREGRINE SPENCER CHURCHILL
I do like what you said about Peregrine in

FH 114: "He had a burning loyalty to the
truth." He started to write a book about his
father Jack, including his diary about the Dard-
anelles. He did a lot of writing about his Uncle
Winston to "de-bunk" modern theories. He was
very annoyed about Lord Jenkins repeating the
illegitimacy canard about his father, started by
Ralph Martin. He always said, "I will write
truth, not fancy." He admired his uncle enor-
mously but as you say in a balanced way. I hope
somebody we know may carry on his book.

YVONNE SPENCER-CHURCHILL,

VERNHAM DEAN, HANTS.

CHURCHILL IN HOHNE, 1956
FH 114:6 brings back a pleasant memory. I

was a young lieutenant in charge of tank gun-
nery training when Churchill visited Hohne,
which had been Hitler's tank gunnery center, as
it was NATO's in 1956. A British family named
Prendergast invited my wife and me to stay in
their spacious quarters, while they left for a brief
visit home. The house was spacious with a bat-
man but few amenities. (Americans were enjoy-
ing vacation spas like Berchtesgaden, where
drinks were 25c and rooms a dollar, but pay-
ment had to be in U.S. scrip, not marks.)

The day after the Prendergasts left, we
heard that Churchill would be there to take the
review of his old regiment. It was a special event
for all. After the review we raced to the second
floor window which overlooked the main gate.
There came Winston, standing in his Jeep.
When he paused for a final salute all could see
the tears running down his face. Soon tears were
running down all our faces.

I was able to return my British friend's hos-
pitality. When we returned to our base in Land-
shut I called a captain at U.S. Army HQ, told
him how great the Prendergasts had been to us,
and asked if we could arrange a holiday for
them, if I provided the scrip? It was an egregious
request. There was a pause. He said yes. The de-
lighted Prendergasts visited us for several days
on their way to their holiday. I wish I could now
write a personal note to that American cap-

tain—the hero of the story.
BILL SCHULZ, SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA

Mr. Schulz, a distinguished longtime CC
member, ran for a United States Senate seat against
the late Barry Goldwater, then also a member: a
task that testifies to his Churchillian political zest.
For more on Churchill's visit to Hohne, see "Rid-
dles, Mysteries, Enigmas" in this issue. —Ed.

HAYEK
Anent "Churchill and Hayek" in #114,

Churchill's portrait reportedly hung over
Hayek's desk. At the outbreak of the war, many
British economists joined the civil service. Ac-
cording to a 2000 New Yorker article by John
Cassidy, Austrian Hayek was snubbed (although
he became a British citizen in 1938 and sup-
ported the Allied cause). Perhaps he was also ex-
cluded because of a mismatch between his theo-
ries and the central planning required by the war
effort. It's ironic that the success of central plan-
ning led to postwar support for more of the
same, and interest in the ideas of John Maynard
Keynes, Hayek's intellectual nemesis.

MIKE CAMPBELL, HALIFAX, N.S.

THE ATLANTIC CHATTER
Further to "The Atlantic takes a Dive" and the

Churchill attack article by Christopher Hitchens,

Finest Hour 114: 14-15-

LUSITANIA NOT
You mention that Hitchens resurrected the

myth that Churchill abandoned the Lusitania to
her fate in the hope that this might lead America
into World War I. In my recent book, Lusitania:
Saga and Myth, I quote from historians Stephen
Roskill and David Stafford, who are at one in
rejecting any conspiracy, by Churchill or anyone
else. And Patrick Beesly was not, as Hitchens
stated, official historian of British Naval Intelli-
gence. He was, like me, a retired businessman
who took up writing. His interest in the sinking
originated from the loss of a cousin and his fam-
ily who went down with the ship. Beesly's Room
40, published 1982, is non-committal on the
matter, although he had decided on a "conspir-
acy," apparently without any supporting evi-
dence, before he died in 1986. DAVID RAMSAY

JACKSON POLLOCK PORTRAIT
Let us agree that, with the possible excep-

tions of Christ and the Buddha, all humans,
even Churchill, are made of mortal flesh, hence
fallible. Hitchens presents a Jackson Pollock por-
trait: lots of paint but no clear picture. For in-
stance: 1) The defenses of Greece and Crete, al-
though futile in and of themselves, delayed the
German attack on Russia. 2) If Churchill knew
about Pearl Harbor ahead of time, then he
would also have known of the assault on Singa-
pore and the Malay Peninsula. Hitchens cor-
rectly observes that many contemporary com-
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Despatch Box...
mentators attempt to evoke Churchillian
rhetoric rather than to develop rhetoric of
their own. DUNCAN C. KINDER

CHURCHILL IN THE DOCK
As an investigative journalist, Hitchens

should do his own research into David
Irving's work and see how well it holds up
under close examination. A starting point
would be the biographies by Martin
Gilbert, Roy Jenkins, and Geoffrey Best.
While Hitchens apparently sees these as part
of some "Churchill cult," theirs is serious
scholarship; they have sifted the evidence
and offered sober judgments, far from
uncritical. Hitchens should follow their ex-
ample, not air worn-out or disproven
charges. Or perhaps he should collaborate
with David Irving and write "The Trial of
Winston Churchill," putting Churchill in
the dock for war crimes. Together, they
could imagine how Nazi prosecutors would
have built a case against Churchill if Hitler
had won. They would both seem well suited
to this task. JOHN H. MAURER

20-20 HINDSIGHT
Hitchens certainly views history

through 21st century glasses, but fails to in-
corporate any context, and if this is the best
the "revisionists" can do, they have a long
way to go. Still, The Churchill Center
might want to castigate more strongly those
who regurgitate Churchill's bons mots in re-
sponse to September 1 lth. It is one thing to
admire or to be inspired by Churchill. It is
quite another when phrases are adopted out
of context, for their own purposes, by vapid
politicos trying to make up for their defi-
ciencies by cloaking themselves in
Churchill's aura. JOHN j. MORGAN

BUT HE CAN USE A THESAURUS!
At least Churchill's "lapidary phrases"

and "rolling flourishes" served the purpose
of inspiration and were often demonstrably
spontaneous. Hitchens's phraseology only
demonstrates his ability effectively to use a
thesaurus. BOB ALLEN

RAPID RESPONSE
Bravo to Finest Hour. We live in an age

of gleeful and unwholesome revisionist
spirit. Letting chips fall where they may is
part of honest historical research; commin-
gling long exposed fallacies with t ruth is a
disservice. Prompt and clear refutation is
the best remedy. FRED NIXON

Hitchens did us a favor by prompting
The Churchill Center to set up a "Rapid Re-
sponse Team" with only one assignment: refute
nonsense. The first fruits of this effort are
posted on our website under "Churchill in the
News."—Ed.

DATELINES
QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

"It is quite certain tnat wnat is going on now in Palestine is
doing us a great deal or narm in every way. Whatever view is

taken by tne partisans or tne Jews or tne partisans or tne Arabs
it is doing us harm in our reputation all over the world.

—WSC, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 31 JANUARY 1947

Getting to Chartwell
WESTERHAM, KENT, APRIL 1ST— Chartwell
opened today, and we began to receive
queries about getting there other than
by car (a challenge to the meek or faint
hearted), and whether the Chartwell
Explorer coach from London still runs.

By road, Chartwell is two miles
south of Westerham on the A25, ac-
cessed by M25 junctions 5 and 6. By
rail and bus: Sevenoaks station 6 1/2
miles; Oxted station 5 1/2 miles;
Metrobus 246 from Bromley station to
Edenbridge passes the gates. And yes,
the Chartwell Explorer still runs, only
£3 for unlimited travel for the day, a
pot of tea included in the fare! Special
all inclusive coach and entry tickets are
available from London and Kent sta-
tions. The Explorer calls at Chartwell,
Emmetts Garden and Quebec House
(when open). Please call (0345) 696996
for further details. For a timetable call
(01732)450305.

By rail, users tell us the best con-

At the Door: July
1931. We've met these
ghosts at Chartwell;
why shouldn't you? L-R:
Tom Mitford (CSC's
cousin, only brother of
the Mitford sisters,
killed in Burma 1945);
Freddy Birkenhead
(F.E.'s son and biogra-
pher); WSC, Clemen-
tine, Diana and Ran-
dolph; Charlie Chaplin.
Ghosts appear anytime,
but you can get in
Wednesday to Sunday, 1
April to 30 November.

nection from London is out of Victoria
Station using trains such as the "Capital
Coast Express," marked "to East Grin-
stead and calling at Oxted."

Though only a mile closer than
Sevenoaks, Oxted is less congested,
making for a cheaper taxi fare. Talk the
cabbie into picking you up for the re-
turn drive to Oxted at a set time. The
last person we heard from said fare was
only £5, which seems very cheap.

Packwood Heads Archives
CAMBRIDGE, MAY 16TH— Churchill Col-
lege, Cambridge, is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of Allen Pack-
wood as Director of the Churchill
Archives Centre. He succeeds Piers
Brendon and Corelli Barnett CBE, the
previous holders of the post of part-
time Keeper.

While Mr. Packwood will continue
to build on the excellent work of his
predecessors, the time has come in the

continued overleaf...
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Allen
Packwood

history of
the Centre
for it to be
led by a
full time
a r c h i v a l
p r o f e s -
s i o n a l .

Allen has worked within the Centre for
six years, serving as Acting Keeper for
the last sixteen months. The post was
advertised nationally, and Allen
emerged successfully from an open
competition.

In recent years the Churchill
Archives Centre has grown to become
one of the most significant repositories
for the preservation of modern political,
diplomatic, military and scientific pa-
pers. It houses the private collections of
prominent individuals, including Sir
Winston Churchill, Baroness Thatcher,
the Rt. Hon. Neil Kinnock, Admiral
Lord Fisher, Field Marshal Lord Slim,
Sir Frank Whittle and Rosalind
Franklin. The Centre is currently ex-
panding physically, with the building of
a new wing of purpose-built strong-
room accommodation.

The College has been able to create
the Directorship thanks to the generous
support of a large philanthropic trust.
The appointment will enable the Cen-
tre to build upon its excellent record
and establish itself as a truly national
centre for the safekeeping and study of
a key part of Britain's archival legacy.

Mr. Packwood said, "The motto of
Churchill College is 'Forward.' I am de-
lighted to be given this opportunity to
move the Archives Centre forward in
the spirit of Sir Winston Churchill. The
collections are among the most exciting
in this country, and the challenge is to
make them more accessible for this and
future generations."

Allen Packwood may be reached by
telephone at Cambridge 336175 or
email: allen.packwood@chu.cam.ac.uk
The Churchill Archives Centre website
is www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives/

—Sue Foster, Archives Administrator

Attention to Detail
LONDON, JUNE 18TH (REUTERS)— Even in
the middle of World War II, Winston
Churchill still had time to worry about
rubbish in the streets, the finer points
of English grammar and whether his
troops had enough beer, secret files re-
leased today showed.

Even as German bombs rained
down on London during the Blitz, or
in planning the June 1944 invasion of
Normandy, the Prime Minister did not
neglect the environment. Churchill's
thoughts came to light when Britain's
Public Records Office opened dossiers
of Churchill's personal minutes and
telegrams, some never seen before.

In March 1944 he wrote: "Just
below the Foreign Office on the grass
opposite St. James's Park there is a very
untidy sack with holes in it and sand
leaking out Such a conspicuous place i
ought not to look untidy, unless there is
some real need which can be satisfied in
no other way."

Later in May, the doughty PM
railed at his Director of Military Intelli-
gence for sloppy English: "Why must
you write 'intensive' here? 'Intense' is
the right word. You should read Fowlers
Modern English Usage on the use of the
two words," he fumed.

But the Premier showed more
clemency in considering the plight of
thirsty British soldiers abroad: "A seri-
ous appeal was made to me by General
Alexander for more beer for the troops
in Italy. The Americans are said to have
four bottles a week, and the British
rarely get one," he complained.

The documents also show
Churchill in candid form on the subject
of friends and enemies, including
French leader General Charles de
Gaulle, with whom he enjoyed a tem-
pestuous relationship. "I...find the
greatest difficulty in working with de
Gaulle, and that his personality and
conduct constitute the biggest obstacle
to the relations between Britain and the
United States on the one hand, and the
France whom we all wish to help on the
other," he wrote to Foreign Secretary
Anthony Eden.

The Soviets did not get off lightly
either. "Never forget that Bolsheviks are

crocodiles," he wrote Eden. And in an-
other letter: "I cannot feel the slightest
trust or confidence in them. Force and
facts are their only realities."

The cigar-smoking PM wrote Eden
about raising the status of some of its
foreign legations to embassies: "I must
say I think Cuba has as good a claim as
some of the other places... Great offence
will be given if all the others have it and
this large, rich, beautiful island, the
home of the cigar, is denied."

Cheered to the echo: Ordinary Britons felt
that their aristocratic PM really cared, and he did.
Center: Inspector Thompson, WSC's bodyguard.

Inspector Thompson
LONDON, MAY 15TH— A reader recently
asked when Churchill's longtime detec-
tive (1920s-1945) died. We heard from
his niece, who tells us Thompson died in
1978 of cancer of the lung and brain. He
was 88: "He married Bunny, one of
Churchill's secretaries, after divorcing my
Aunt Kate. She was forced to leave
Churchill's service by Mrs. Hill, the head
secretary." We have been unable to learn
more about this tantalizing factoid.

Film Help Wanted
LONDON, MAY 25TH— TWI, makers of the
internationally acclaimed television se-
ries The Second World War in Color, is
about to embark on a new series, Win-
ston Churchill, to be aired worldwide,
including the USA. They have asked us
to print the following request:

"Exploring the man behind the leg-
end, this three part series will uncover
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the real Winston Churchill for the very
first time. The series will offer a star-
tling new approach, taking the viewers
on a journey inside the mind, words
and actions of the great man. It will ex-
plore his childhood insecurities, his mo-
tivations, his desires and his greatest
fears. It will discover what drove
Churchill to become the man he was,
what made him think that he could
alter the course of history and, above
all, what created his overwhelming
sense of destiny."

Celia Sandys is the official consul-
tant for the series. The programme-
makers are looking for home movie
footage, photographs and letters relat-
ing to any era of Winston Churchill's
life. They are also looking for personal
stories and anecdotes from anyone who
may have met or known Churchill. If
you can help, please contact:

Rebecca John, TWI, McCormack
House, Burlington Lane, London W4
2TH England, telephone (01144) 208-
233-5977, fax 208-233-5301, email
rjohn@imgworld.com. TWI guarantee
all material will be treated with utmost
care and returned as quickly as possible.

Robert Hardy and Lady Soames in Celia
Sandys garden, 1996 Churchill Center Tour.

Wilderness Years on DVD
LONDON, JULY 4TH— The best television
documentary ever, "The Wilderness
Years" starring Robert Hardy as
Churchill, is now available on DVD as
well as videotape ($69.95 from Churchill
Stores). Produced by, and originally
broadcast on, Southern TV in 1981,
this series chronicled Churchill's years
between the wars in a more detailed
way than the excellent HBO "Gather-
ing Storm." Robert Hardy puts in a

sterling performance as the great man,
though Sian Phillips is an unconvincing
Clemmie (FH38). With a superb sup-
porting cast including Nigel Havers as
Randolph, David Swift as "The Prof,"
Edward Woodward as Sam Hoare, Peter
Barkworth as Baldwin, Eric Porter as
Chamberlain and Tim Pigott-Smith as
a memorable Bracken, this series is
compulsory viewing. Though there are
no out-takes or extra material, the four-
volume DVD is reasonably priced. The
disk producer is Delta Home Entertain-
ment (www.deltamusic.co.uk). They
state no price but recommend a retail
outlet: Choices Direct, PO Box 190,
Peterborough PE2 6UW, England,
(order@choicesdirect.co.uk) telephone
(01733) 232800. Thanks for this intel-
ligence to Thad Adams.

Churchill Apartment Opens
MONTECARLO, SEPTEMBER 2001— T h e fa-

mous Hotel de Paris has unveiled the
Churchill Apartment, blending classic
style with modern luxury. They call the
two-bedroom apartment "a study in re-
laxation, style and convenience with a
dramatic Montecarlo backdrop."

The hotel commissioned French
interior design consultants Berthet
Pochy, whose previous projects include
the Montecarlo Sporting d'Ete and the
Paris Town Hall. The brief was to create
a luxurious suite that combined history
amidst contemporary surroundings.

"The resulting 210 square meter
apartment offers views of the Monaco
harbour and the Mediterranean. The
wood-panelled library and numerous
objects of art paying tribute to the great
man are a part of the distinctly English
feel of the apartment," the hotel states.
"Walls are adorned with copies of his
paintings and photographs, and in one
corner his easel, complete with palette
and paints, is displayed to further illus-
trate Churchill's universe."

Access is via a private lift that
opens directly into the apartment. The
grand salon comprises a fireplace, a li-
brary containing Churchill volumes,
and white leather sofas contrasting with
the dark wood paneling. Large windows
and mirrored ceilings provide abundant

continued overleaf

Cover: Last Portrait from Life

Bernard Hailstone (1910-1987)
was known for his portraits of

royalty, the military, musicians and
personalities of stage and screen; less
well known, but among his best
work, are his paintings of the Blitz,
during which he served as a fireman.
An official artist to the wartime
Ministry of Transport, he recorded
the life of the Atlantic and Mediter-
ranean convoys. In 1944 he was sent
to South East Asia Command to
paint Lord Mountbatten and mem-
bers of his staff. Much of his work
hangs in the Imperial War Museum.
Generous and warm-hearted, Hail-
stone was very good company, and
never so happy as when dining in
the Chelsea Arts Club. His elder
brother Harold was a well known
Punch artist and illustrator.

This is the second Hailstone
portrait to adorn a FH cover, the
first being a 1955 work on issue 47
in Spring 1985. At that time we
thought it was the last painting of
Churchill from life; but this 1957
work came later.

This fine oil is offered by Art-
ware Fine Art (www.artwarefineart.com),
18 La Gare, 51 Surrey Row, London
SE1 OBZ. Please contact Greg Page-
Turner, tel. (44+207) 921-9704, fax
(44+207) 921-9709 or email to:
greg@commissionaportrait.com.

Please mention Finest Hour. IS
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CHURCHILL CALENDAR
Local events organizers: please send upcoming event notices to the editor for posting here.

If address and email is not stated belmv, look for it on inside front cover.

19-22 September: 19th International Churchill Conference, "Churchill and
the Intelligence World," Lansdowne Resort, Leesburg, Va.
Contact: Nigel Knocker, Chairman, ICS/UK (see page 2).

30 November: Sir Winston Churchill's 128th birthday will be celebrated
with black tie dinners in Boston, Mass, and Anchorage, Alaska. Contacts:

Boston, Suzanne Sigman (ssigman@attbi.com), tel. (617) 696-1833;
Alaska, James Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.com), tel. (907) 786-4740.

November 2003: 20th International Churchill Conference, Hamilton,
Bermuda, commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Bermuda Conference.
Contacts: David Boler (david.boler@ukgateway.net), tel. (0207) 558-3522;

and Randy Barber (randy.barber@cbs.gov.on.ca), tel. (905) 881-8550.

Local & National

Churchill Apartment...

light. Underlying the furnishings, de-
signed by Jean-Louis Berthet, is a state
of the art television and hi-fi system,
and sophisticated lighting control.

In contrast with the decor, the ar-
chitecture of the apartment is resolutely
contemporary. The entire suite can be
divided into two suites if required, the
second of which features a carpet repre-
senting a field of wheat, coquelicots and
the sky, themes which Churchill often
liked to paint.

Built in 1864, the Hotel de Paris is
today one of the world's last great lux-
ury hotels to offer not only the most
modern services but also a guarantee of
a spectacular and splendid setting. The
hotel has 135 rooms, forty-three apart-
ments and nineteen junior suites, with
views over Casino Square and Gardens,
the port and the Prince's Palace or the
bay and sea beyond, and provides direct
access to the Thermes Marins Spa.

For further information please con-
tact: Linda Petrie, Nicola Waskett or
Lindsey Dupler in England, telephone
(0207) 471-1000, fax (0207) 471-
1001, email zfl.uk@prco.orh. The hotel
website is: www.montecarloresort.com.

Member Adverts
Personal advertisements are free to members.

Send to the Editor.

WANTED. Issues 14-23, 26-28, 32, of
Finest Hour (originals only, please).
Richard D. Batchelder, Jr. Tel: (617)
951-7515, Fax:(617)951-7050.

FOR SALE: Winston Churchill's
teapot, bearing the arms and mono-
gram of Lord Randolph Churchill,
from whom he inherited it after his fa-
ther's death in 1895. A unique, one-of-
a-kind piece of Churchilliana.

Winston Churchill presented the
teapot to his valet, William Walden,
who had previously served Lord Ran-
dolph. Walden and the teapot accom-
panied Churchill everywhere until
Walden's death in 1921. The artifact
was acquired directly from Walden's
heirs by Churchill Center Associate
Jeanette Gabriel, who was curator to Sir
Arthur Gilbert, one of the greatest col-
lectors of silver of the 20th century.

Made of silver plate rather than
sterling, this teapot would have been
more appropriate for travel than for do-
mestic use. It probably accompanied
Lord Randolph on his travels, and then
Winston to India, the Sudan and South
Africa. Provenance supplied.

One-third of the proceeds of this
sale will be donated to The Churchill
Center. Please contact Jeanette Gabriel
(email Gilbertcurator@aol.com), 1341
Stanford Street, Santa Monica, Calif.
90404, tel. (310)829-5779.
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Chapman University: Curt and Gert Zoller with
Secretary James Baker. Photograph by Brent Varela.

California
ORANGE, CALIF., MAY 1ST-4TH— C u r t Zol ler

represented The Churchill Center at
the Margaret Thatcher Symposium on
the Cold War, part of the University's
Center for Cold War Studies. The
Churchill material he provided was ex-
hibited in the University library
throughout the event. Mr. Zoller's col-
lection included original Churchill let-
ters, signed first editions, a letter from
Mrs. Churchill to Sir William Nichol-
son on Churchill's illness and recovery
at Marrakesh, and World War II leaflets
containing Churchill speeches. Curt
also distributed Center material to in-
terested parties. Copies of Finest Hour
went fast. Randy Barber also provided
material. "We had several inquiries con-
cerning membership," Curt reports. He
was asked to give a talk on "Churchill,
the First Cold War Prime Minister"
which went over very well. The sympo-
sium was mainly panel sessions.

Part of the symposium was an exhi-
bition entitled, "The Cold War Prime
Ministers: Churchill to Thatcher." The
exhibit featured a timeline of each PM,
with original photographs, letters, and
rare books from the period.

After Mr. Zoller's remarks on
Churchill and the postwar international
situation, Andrew Riley, a member of
the Churchill Archives Centre and
Archivist for Margaret Thatcher, spoke
on "Building the Churchill and
Thatcher Archives." Christopher
Collins, from Lincoln College, Oxford,
who worked for Lady Thatcher as re-
searcher and archivist on her two vol-
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ume biography, spoke on "Archiving
Politics in the Broadcasting Age."

Chapman University was present-
ing its 2002 "Global Citizen Medal" to
Lady Thatcher in absentia, and former
Secretary of State James Baker spoke on
her accomplishments: reducing the
highest tax rate from 98% to 40%, fol-
lowing a radical program of privatiza-
tion and deregulation, reforming the
unions and strengthening the free mar-
ket. Baker also touched on the
Thatcher-Reagan relationship and Lady
Thatcher's early recognition of Gor-
bachev as someone with whom "we can
do business."

© @ ©
JUNE 8TH— On a roll, Curt Zoller was
again the speaker at a Champagne
brunch held today by Southern Califor-
nia Churchillians, who asked for an en-
core after his appearance at Chapman
University.

Many historians identify the begin-
ning of the Cold War with the failure of
the Yalta Agreement. Mr. Zoller devel-
oped interesting themes which con-
cluded that Churchill had actually been
fighting the Cold Was since 1918. He
quoted from Churchill's writings and
speeches to illustrated WSC's continu-
ing concerns about the Soviet Union
and his attempt, after Stalin's death, to
reach a final understanding that would
end the confrontation. Curt Zoller's
new Bibliography of Works Concerning
Winston Spencer Churchill is due mo-
mentarily from M.E. Sharpe. (See
"About Books.")

Virginia
LANSDOWNE, VA., MAY 4TH— Celia Sandys,
granddaughter of Sir Winston and one
of his newest biographers, discussed her
grandfather's love of horses and horse-
racing at a special event sponsored by
Lansdowne Resort on behalf of The
Churchill Center. Ticket buyers, who
each provided a $25 contribution to the
Center, received an autographed copy
of Ms. Sandy's book, Churchill Wanted
Dead or Alive, and a photograph of
Churchill on horseback.

Participants enjoyed a live broad-
cast of the Kentucky Derby, with
Churchill Downs's traditional beverage,

mint juleps, and wines from Breaux
Vineyards. Lansdowne Resort Executive
Chef Konrad Meier prepared a tantaliz-
ing array of food to celebrate the 128th
"Run for the Roses."

The day began gloriously: sunny,
calm, warm, and pleasant. But like the
race itself it did not end up as antici-
pated. As race time approached, it be-
came clear that neither the good
weather nor the favorite, Harlan's Holi-
day, were going to prevail. Still, the end
was exciting and worth the wait, and
The Churchill Center received a hand-
some donation of $850.

The extraordinary efforts of Jerry
Dumont and his staff were a prelude to
the International Conference at Lans-
downe on September 19-22nd. We are
grateful to Jerry as well as Governors
John Plumpton, Nancy Canary and
John Mather, who joined the festivities.

A particular thanks to Celia Sandys
for her fine presentation. Celia not only
spoke well but surrounded herself with
the youngest guests, bringing them
closer to the Churchill message: study
history, learn leadership, practice re-
sponsibility. —Craig Horn

Derby Party:
Celia Sandys,
center, with Lans-
downe's Jerry
Dumont and
family, mark the
128th Kentucky
Derby. We regret
to record that
Craig Horn's
horse didn't win.
And we are the
poorer for it.

Chicago
OAK BROOK, ILL., APRIL 19TH— The Winston
S. Churchill Chicago Friends met
tonight at the Wyndam Drake Hotel.
Forty gathered to hear Churchill Center
President John Plumpton speak on
"Churchill and 9/11."

Mr. Plumpton charged all present
with the responsibility of carrying the
Churchill message to our contempo-
raries and generations to come. Guests
from other organizations included the
president of the Britannia Club of
Chicago and members of the English-
Speaking Union. An excellent dinner
was enjoyed along with spirited frater-
nity and conversation.

Many brought items from their
collections, including a letter signed by
WSC and a framed picture, "Trustees
of the Empire," featuring the King and
Cabinet of 1916. The next meeting is
scheduled for early December, and CC
members will automatically receive no-
tices. If you are interested in Chicago
events please contact Susan and Philip
Larson (parker-fox@msn.com), 22
Scotdale Road, La Grange Park, 111.
60526, telephone (708) 352-6825.

Trustees of the
Empire?: John
and Ruth Plump-
ton, with Susan
and Phil Larson,
who have done
much to keep ac-
tivity hopping for
Chicago members,
April 19th.

continued overleaf
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Flying Saucers
LONDON, OCTOBER 21ST— "What does all
this stuff about flying saucers amount
to? What can it mean? What is the
truth? Let me have a report at your con-
venience." Thus WSC to his advisers,
who produced a six-page UFO Report,
hitherto denied by the Ministry of De-
fence but recently unearthed by UFO
historians Andy Roberts and David
Clarke. The "Working Party on Flying
Saucers" was the idea of Sir Henry
Tizard, WSC's trusted scientific adviser
during the war. The report played down
the phenomenon and insisted there was
no threat to Britain. But a few months
later an order went out expressly ban-
ning all RAF personnel from discussing
sightings with anyone not from the mil-
itary. —The Observer

Winstony Blair
LONDON, OCTOBER 13TH— A Daily Express
analysis of recent photos of the Prime
Minister concludes "similarity in body
language" to Winston Churchill. "Take
for instance the shot of him in an easy

chair, hands gripping the arms, defiant
in the face of the threat from terror-
ists....Although Mr. Blair plumps for a
wave rather than a V-sign, the similarity
in the confident smile and slightly
raised arm is uncanny." Former Keeper
of the Churchill Archives Piers Brendon
asks, "Is it accidental or intentional? I
suspect it is a combination of the two."

The Typist-Censor
LONDON, NOVEMBER 22ND— Throughout
World War II, the woman who stood
between Churchill and Nazi intelli-
gence was Ruth Ive, now 84, a short-

hand typist whose task was to listen in
on the PM's telephone conversations
and cut the line if he veered from the
strict agenda. Her story was published
at length in History Today, and copies
are available from the editor.

In the underground War Rooms, a
tiny alcove disguised as Churchill's pri-
vate WC was in fact the transatlantic
telephone, which provided a crucial
link with Roosevelt. Though a large
scrambler was used, British intelligence
rightly believed that German engineers
would be able to tap into the signal. So
Mrs. Ive "was told I should use my ini-
tiative and if I thought they were being
indiscreet, I
should cut
them off at
once. I was
the censor."
Bombing lo-
cation, offi-
cers' names
or troop
morale were

among the .
° Ruth Ive in 1945

Errata, FH114

HAROLD NICOLSON, AS WE VERY WELL KNOW
Not only have you misspelled Harold Nicolson's name in

"Who Really Put Churchill in Office?," but you fail to men-
tion that he became a member of the Watching Committee
(see HN's Diaries and Letters, vol. 2, 1939-1945, bottom of
page 72). But these are trifling flaws noted by a persnickety
old man of 89 who is always delighted when a new number
comes in the mail and 114 was one of the best ever.

DEREK LUKIN JOHNSTON, VANCOUVER, B.C.

RODGER (WITH A "D") YOUNG
The correct name of the patriotic Army song (page 12)

is Rodger Young with a "d." We used to sing the song many
years ago, and I remember it well.

AL LURIE, NEW YORK CITY

In "Rodger Young," you left out a verse:
"Caught in ambush lay a company of riflemen

Hand grenades against machine guns in the gloom
Fought in Ambush till this one of twenty riflemen

Volunteered, volunteered to meet his doom."
And then, "It was he who drew the fire of the enemy..." and
so on as you have it. I'm afraid Gerald Lechter was right, but
you did get most of the words!

JONATHAN HAYES, SEATTLE, WASH.

CHURCHILL'S POLITICAL OFFICES
On page 46, Churchill left the Board of Trade l4FeblO,

not "25Octll." Postwar, Churchill remained Minister of De-
fence only through lMar52, when die office went to General
Alexander, who returned from being Governor-General of
Canada, thanks to John Ramsden and David Ramsay.

LORD LLOYD AND LORD MOYNE
On page 49 we confused Lords Lloyd and Moyne.

George Lloyd, Churchill's first Secretary of State for the
Colonies, died suddenly in office in February 1941. He was
succeeded by Lord Moyne, formerly Walter Guinness, an old
friend who had hosted both Winston and Clementine on his
yacht Rosaura at various times in the 1930s. (The Second
World War, vol. Ill, English edition, 784.) Churchill's tribute
to Lloyd appears in The Unrelenting Struggle, 50-53. Moyne
was replaced by Lord Cranborne at the Colonial Office in a
reshuffle of the Government in February 1942 (The Second
World War, vol. IV, English edition, 70-71) but Churchill
later appointed him Minister of State in the Middle East. It
was Moyne, not Lloyd, who was murdered by Jewish extrem-
ists, and the assassination was in Cairo in November 1944 —
not in Jerusalem at the King David Hotel, which was blown
up in 1946. Churchill's tribute to Moyne and his statement
on the assassination are in The Dawn of Liberation, 235-36
and 251-52. Thanks for this to David Ramsay.

Now: we are really going to have to get a grip... $
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banned subjects.
The job wasn't always easy—as

when Mrs. Ive heard Churchill refer to
someone called "Jughay." He was refer-
ring to U.J., Uncle Joe (Stalin). "I prob-
ably should have broken the line, but
by the time I worked out what he was
saying it was too late."

In March 1945 a German bomb
landed near Holborn Circus. Churchill,
deeply affected by the carnage, picked
up the transatlantic telephone to speak
to Eden, his foreign secretary, who was
in Canada. Mrs. Ive was listening in.

"I thought, 'My God, he's going to
talk about the bomb.' I cut him off and
picked up the telephone and rang
through and said, 'Sir, no mention of
damage by enemy aircraft!' He grunted.
He knew me by that time." But she had
to cut him off a second time: "Sir, you
can't say that." WSC rang off.

"He was going through one of his
awful days of desolation," Mrs. Ive re-
calls. "It was just such a dreadful inci-
dent, he wanted to tell Eden about it."
Deeply moved, she thought to herself,
"When will this terrible war ever end?"

But she also knew that, in silencing
Winston Churchill, she had done the
right thing. After the war she learnt
that, as feared, whatever was said on
that line "ended up on Hitler's desk the
next morning." But thanks in part to
Mrs. Ive, it made no sense at all.

The Book, 1954
Ever wonder about the book which

each member of the Commons signed
for Churchill on his eightieth birthday?
John Frost sent us the photo: green mo-
rocco inlaid with chocolate and pink
(his horseracing colours), tooled in gilt.

With the sig-
natures is an
illuminated
address from
the House,
and sym-
bolic repre-
sentations of
his many in-
terests.

continued on
page 12

AROUND & ABOUTTohn Updike's "Remem-
I her the Lusitania' in the

July 1st New Yorker reminded us of what Churchill said during the
1897 Malakand expedition: Everybody was shot at without result:

"To what extent was Winston Churchill, First Lord of the Ad-
miralty, distracted from his duties in the U-boat war by his cher-
ished, though ill-advised, campaign to seize the Dardanelles? He
was off in Paris concluding an agreement on the use of the Ital-
ian Navy in the Mediterranean when the Lusitania. sank
Churchill's commitment to the safety of noncombatant shipping was
less than keen: three months before the sinking he wrote to the President of the Board
of Trade that it was 'most important to attract neutral shipping to our shores in the
hope especially of embroiling the USA with Germany...For our part, we want the traf-
fic—the more the better; if some of it gets into trouble, better still.'"

Numerous historians have recorded that the Dardanelles campaign was not so
much ill-advised as ill-managed; and it does not seem to have occurred to Mr. Updike
that RMS Lusitania was not "noncombatant shipping." We are left with an indiscreet
remark in a private letter—testifying mainly to Churchill's curious determination to
win wars—which letter Mr. Updike wouldn't even know about, had the Churchill
family kept the papers locked up. We could do with more of Churchill's indiscretion
and determination at the moment. —EDITOR

® © ©
The Atlantic Monthly for July/August published a few weak criticisms of Christo-

pher Hitchens's April article {FH 114:12-13), then allowed Hitchens a half page to re-
spond. As Churchill said, "Just K.B.O." So we responded again:

Mr. Hitchens continues to insist that Norman Shelley delivered Churchill's 4
June 1940 "Fight on the Beaches" speech over the BBC. Now he bases his claim on a
1990 sound analysis by a Cambridge, Massachusetts firm, Sensimetrics. But what
they were analyzing could not be Churchill's speech!

Why not? Because Churchill—contrary to James Humes in this same letters col-
umn—never delivered his "Beaches" speech on the radio. Countless witnesses and
memoirists have stated that a BBC announcer read only excerpts. Churchill /^broad-
cast later speeches—personally. Private Secretary John Colville, who was present at
each, said: "If anyone else had delivered them, I would have known it."

What then was Sensimetrics analyzing? According to scholar Stephen Bungay,
writing in FH 112, the British Council asked Churchill to record the "Beaches" speech
after the war: "Churchill suggested they use an actor instead. Shelley did the record-
ing, Churchill heard it, was much amused, and gave his approval....It is not known for
sure when, if at all, his recording was used."

Mr. Hitchens's reply to our point that Germany, not Britain, first bombed civil-
ians in World War II is that he meant "between London and Berlin." (So Britain
should have tolerated the flattening of Rotterdam and Warsaw as long as the Nazis
didn't bomb London?) He adds that the Germans bombed Madrid in 1936, at a time
"when Churchill was still on their side in Spain." (Churchill had taken no side, believ-
ing the Spanish Civil War a distraction from the real danger, Germany.) Instead of ad-
mitting he had Norman Shelley's "Children's Hour" role wrong, Hitchens says that
Shelley played another role in another program.

To Professor Paul Kennedy of Yale, who wrote in to cite the Royal Navy's heroic
pursuit and sinking of the GrafSpee under Churchill as First Lord of the Admiralty,
Hitchens replied that this was not a "premeditated fleet action" like the attack on the
French fleet in Oran in July 1941. (If not, what was it?)

The Atlantic continues to publish falsehoods about Winston Churchill. Why? It is
clear to one and all that Mr. Hitchens hasn't done his homework, and tries to cover
himself by dissembling. But here we deal with facts,—and facts are stubborn things.
—THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE CHURCHILL CENTER &
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INDIA: MAKING HEADWAY WITH THE CRITICS

INDER DAN RATNU

VAISHALI NAGAR, JAIPUR, MAY 10TH—

In Finest Hour 110 ("Churchill and
the Indians") I mentioned my friend-
ship with Chaudhary Daulat Ramji
Saran, a senior former federal minister
who in his youth had been a colleague
of Gandhi: Although our views of
Churchill were utterly opposed, we be-
came good friends, and meet almost
daily at an informal club gathering.
Among this group are senior or retired
government officials, teachers, scien-
tists, military and police officers; he is
the only politician, though a highly re-
spected one.

Since Mr. Saran learned of my ap-
preciation for Churchill he has tried
hard to convince me that WSC was in
fact a great enemy of India, and that my
"Churchill and Freedom" lectures at
schools around the country are nothing
short of "brainwashing." He has found
my opinions unshakable, but our liking
for each other has only grown. His typ-
ical greeting is, "Hello, how are you,
Churchill?"

Recently he surprised me by ap-
pointing me secretary of a committee to
mark the birth centenary of Chaudhary
Charan Singh,* the first farmer to be-
come Prime Minister of India. We orga-
nized seminars, processions and rallies.
I didn't intend to talk about Sir Win-
ston on these occasions, but recently,
when Mr. Saran referred to me as a poet
and writer of "international standing," I
could not stop myself. After discussing
the Centenary celebrations I picked up
an international thread: "We Indians
must know that we are not an isolated
nation but part of a broad-based inter-
national community. Our lives are af-
fected by distant events.

"A war between India and Pakistan
would certainly affect us—but so would

Mr. Ratnu's books, Alternative to Churchill:
The Eternal Bondage and Layman's Questions
about Churchill, are available from the
Churchill Center Book Club (PO Box 385,
Contoocook NH 03229) at $35 and $15 re-
spectively. Add $5 for postage for both, and
make checks payable to Churchill Center.

a war between Israel and the Arabs,
through the disruption in oil supply,
transportation, and prices.

"In much the same way, World
War II had similar repercussions. In far
off battlefields, autocracy was defeated;
democracy took root in many new
places, including India.

"All this was made possible by the
vision and extraordinary determination
of British Prime Minister Winston
Churchill—and this is what I have writ-
ten about. If he had not defended the

precepts of liberal democracy, we as a
nation would not have been able to
adopt a system of governance patterned
on his own. Indeed our parliamentary
system originated in England. Without
it, the son of a poor farmer, like Charan
Singh, could never have become the
highest governing executive of the
world's largest democracy."

My old Gandhian friend seemed
impressed, and radiated a mischievous
smile—rather quickly suppressed—as I
spoke. Mi

The author, right, is
thanked by Mohan
Dan Ratnu (a distant
cousin), Headmaster of
his old village school in
Barath Ka Gaon,
where he returned to
lecture to new genera-
tions of students about
an unlikely Indian
hero who insured the
survival of democracy.

Any Churchill lecturer
would envy Mr. Ratnu's
ability to pull in a
crowd of kids this size—
and not to hear about
Mahatma Gandhi!
Around the speaker are
the Headmaster and
teachers, themselves for-
mer students, and the
local inspector of schools.

"Chaudhary Charan Singh, born 23 December 1902 to a rural peasant family in Noorpur, west-
ern Uttar Pradesh. He became a lawyer, promoting the concept of a united rural community,
and attacking the exploitative nature of the Brahman-Bania combine: a situation that also con-
cerned Churchill. In 1929 he joined the Indian National Congress and was jailed several times
in the struggle for Indian independence. Serving in the United Provinces (now Uttar Pradesh)
state assembly from 1937 on, he became an architect of India's national system of agrarian al-
liances. He brought about the Jat-Muslim political alliance as a chief minister in late 1960s. In
1977 he allied his peasant-based Indian Revolutionary Party with Moraji Desai's Janata Party
and served as home minister (1977-78) and deputy prime minister (1979) in Desai's coalition
government. In July 1979, with Congress support, he became Prime Minister of India. He re-
signed shortly afterwards, without facing a vote of confidence, when Indira Gandhi withdrew
her support. Though Singh was seen by the Jats of western Uttar Pradesh as their benefactor, it
would be unfair to call him merely a Jat leader. He is much better described as a rural leader,
whose support base transcended all rural communities. Chaudhary Charan Singh died on 29
May 1987 in New Delhi, where he was cremated at Kisan Ghat. —EDITOR
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MYSTERIES, A

ENIGMAS
Send your questions
to the editor

Visit to Hohne: Addendum
In this space last issue, a reader

asked for the details of Churchill's visit
to Hohne, Germany in May 1956.
Gregory Smith noted that the sources
were not conclusive.

What happened was that
Churchill flew to the RAF airfield at
Celle on 18th May 1956 following vis-
its to Aachen and Bonn; he then
motored to Hohne where he spent
twenty-four hours with the 4th
Hussars, in which he had served as a
young officer, and of which he had
been Colonel since 1941. (See Bill
Schulz's letter on page 4.)

There was a dinner in the officers'
mess that night; the next day there was
an inspection and parade followed by a
big lunch party at which a number of
local German dignitaries were among
the guests. In the final volume of the
official biography, photo no. 29 is stat-
ed to be "Churchill with British
Officers at HQ Northern Army Group

at Celle." This is incorrect (and Celle
was nowhere near that headquarters).
What it actually shows is Churchill at
Hohne, visiting the sergeants' mess of
the 4th Hussars during a break in the
officers' dinner. The Regimental
Sergeant Major and Bandmaster are
prominent, while two young officers
are in the background, having proba-
bly escorted him from the officers'
mess. -Paul Courtenay

: How many assassination
attempts did Churchill survive?

A: The niece of Churchill's body-
guard, Inspector W. H.

Thompson (LindaChurchill@aol.com)
thinks it was four: Sinn Fein in Hyde
Park, London, 1921; Indian extremists
in Chicago, 1931; Germans at the
Duke of Windsor's house in France,
1939; Germans in Cairo, 1943 (he
kept a newspaper account of the exe-
cution of nine Axis spies). Allen
Packwood at the Churchill Archives
Centre writes: "Although I would sus-
pect any substantial official files on
wartime assassination plots will have
passed to the Public Record Office, I
found one piece of interesting corre-
spondence from Ian Colvin, who
wrote to Churchill on 28Feb51 about
his book Chief of Intelligence, on
Admiral Canaris (Churchill Papers,
CHUR2/168A/136). Colvin wrote: 'I
have it on the authority of General
Erwin Lahousen, Deputy Chief of
German Intelligence, that Hitler gave
orders for an attempt to be made on
your life while you were at Casablanca.
Arab agents from Spanish Morocco
were thought to be able to carry out
these orders. Admiral Canaris did not
pass them on.' In his reply, Churchill
writes, 'I had not previously heard
about the alleged plan by the Germans
to assassinate me. Let me know if you
glean any more information' (Chur-
chill Papers, CHUR2/168A/135)."

,: In the television documentary
"Bertie and Elizabeth," when

King~George VI asks Churchill (David
Ryall) to form a government but to
exclude Beaverbrook, Churchill's
response is that he'd prefer to have
Beaverbrook "inside the tent p—ing
out than outside the tent p—ing in."
Did WSC say that? —Mike Campbell

A : According to historian Andrew
X\.Roberts, that remark was made by
President Lyndon Johnson, and not by
Churchill—certainly not to his
Sovereign. But the film was right to
illustrate the King's aversion to
Beaverbrook, according to Roberts's
Eminent Churchillians (London:
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1994, p.40):

"The first letter the King sent
Churchill after he had formed his gov-
ernment, far from sounding a note of
encouragement and support, warned
him 'of the repercussions, which I am
sure will occur, especially in Canada, at
the inclusion of the name of Lord
Beaverbrook for air production....You
are no doubt aware that the Canadians
do not appreciate him'....George VI
asked his new Prime Minister to
'reconsider...as I fear that this appoint-
ment may be misconstrued'....But
Churchill shrugged off the suggestion
that the best man for this vital job
should not be chosen for it because, as
the King pointed out, 'the air training
scheme for pilots and aircraft is in
Canada' and 'respectable Canadian
opinion' was running against its most
famous, if least favourite, son." —Ed.

,: Am I right that Churchill held a
territorial (reserves) commission

in the Oxfordshire Yeomanry for a
long time? —Robert Courts

A: He held a commission in the
Territorial Army (TA). In 1902

he joined a yeomanry (cavalry) regi-
ment, The Queen's Own Oxfordshire
Hussars, which conveniently held
annual training camps near Blenheim.

Under this TA commission in
1915-16, he served with the Grenadier
Guards and Royal Scots Fusiliers. In
late 1916 he left the QOOH and
became a member of the TA reserve.
In 1920 he rejoined the QOOH and
remained a member until reorganisa-
tion of the TA in 1923, when the
QOOH and another regiment were
redesignated 100th Royal Field
Artillery Brigade (no longer cavalry).

Churchill resigned from the TA in
1924. He would not have received a
pension, but his over eighteen years of
service entitled him to the Territorial
Decoration (TD). In those days the
TD required twenty years' service but
war service counted as double. (Today
the TD is awarded for twelve years' TA
service.)

Churchill is often credited with
the remark, "To be a reservist is to be
twice a citizen." This is a well-known
TA slogan, but I don't think it was
coined by WSC. —Paul Courtenay M>
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When young Winston Churchill traveled to New
York in 1895 on his way to Cuba, he was
greeted by William Bourke Cockran1, a New

York lawyer, U.S. congressman, friend of his mother's and
of his American relatives. Clara Jerome,^ Jennie's sister,
was married to Moreton Frewen, the peripatetic "Mortal
Ruin" who would commit all those typos in the editing of
Churchill's first book, The Story of the Malakand Field-
Force. For many years Frewen had been a friend of Cock-
ran, who would grow to become one of Winston
Churchill's lifelong inspirations.

Churchill later wrote of "the strong impression
which this remarkable man made upon my untutored
mind. I have never seen his like, or in some respects his
equal. With his enormous head, gleaming eyes, flexible
countenance, he looked uncommonly like a portrait of
Charles James Fox. It was not my fortune to hear any of
his orations but his conversations, in point, in pith, in ro-
tundity, in antithesis, and in comprehension, exceeded
anything I have ever heard."3

William Bourke Cockran was born on 28 February
1854 in County Sligo, Connaught Province, Ireland. The
family name was derived from the old Irish Corcoran or
O'Corcorain.4 Bourke's father Martin owned a large farm
and had other business interests. His mother, Harriet, was
from a distinguished and well-to-do family, descendants
of John Bourke of Cahirmayle, County Limerick, who
had lost all his property during the reign of William III.

The Cockrans had five children; Bourke was the
third son. He attended the local school until the age of
nine, when he was sent to France to study at the Institut
des Petits Freres de Marie at Beauchamps, near Lille. A
brilliant student, he had (like Churchill), an amazing gift
to memorize and retain facts, and became (unlike
Churchill) fluent in French. After five years at
Beauchamps, Bourke returned home and was sent to St.
Jarlath's College in Athlone, Ireland where he won highest
honors in Latin and Greek.

Having completed College, he went to Dublin and
became interested in Law and Irish politics. Isaac Butt, a
famous orator and advocate, who later founded the Home
Rule Movement and was active in Irish politics in Britain,
inspired Bourke to study law.

In 1871 at the age of 17, Cockran traveled to Amer-
ica. The United States was recovering from its Civil War,
and Bourke, enjoying the excitement of New York City,
decided to remain there permanently. New York in those
days was run by the political machine of "Boss" Tweed
and the Democratic Party.

For a while Bourke supported himself by teaching
French, Latin and Greek at a private school where wealthy

Mr. Zollcr (zcurt@sbcglobal.net) is author of A Bibliography of Works
Concerning Winston Spencer Churchilland editor of FHs "Churchill-
trivia" department. Illustrations courtesy of the Library of Congress.

New York Catholics sent their daughters. Later he became
principal at a public school at Tuckahoe, in Westchester
County.

A famous justice of the New York Supreme Court,
Abraham B. Tappan, further encouraged him to study
law, and in 1876 Cockran was admitted to the Bar. He
opened an office in Mount Vernon, New York, where he
married Mary Jackson, a 22-year-old former student of
his. Unfortunately she died in childbirth within a year. In
1888 Cockran married Rhoda Mack, the daughter of a
prominent financier. But she died ten years later at the
age of 31. His final marriage in 1906, was to Anne Ide,
daughter of Judge Henry Clay Ide of Vermont.

Friends started a movement to send Cockran to Con-
gress, and in October 1887 he was nominated for
New York's 12th Congressional District. Two

months later he was elected by a large majority. When
Cockran realized he could not simultaneously serve both
his new business and his constituents he decided not to
run for re-election, and during 1889-90 he concentrated
on enlarging his law firm. That accomplished, he returned
to Congress in 1891 for the 10th District, where he served
in various capacities until March 1895.

In the spring of 1878 Bourke had moved back to
New York City and had opened an office on lower Broad-
way. Gradually he developed a reputation as an outstand-
ing orator, and was much in demand at political rallies. In
1880 he was sent by the Democratic National Committee
to help deliver speeches supporting its candidates for New
York governor and for Congress. He even spoke for De-
mocrats in the Middle West. His famous saying was
"Democracy is a faith; Republicanism an appetite."5

In the autumn of 1883 Cockran had become a
member of Tammany Hall, the key Democratic organiza-
tion in New York. He continued to express independent
opinions, however, and in 1884 had left Tammany over
policy disagreements: the first of three separations.

Cockran's reputation in the party grew through his
support of causes like Free Trade and Irish Home Rule.
But, as Richard Stovall comments, he "was above all else
an orator. He chose the public platform as his communi-
cation channel and he used this channel to expound his
views of those issues to which he was committed or be-
lieved important. "^ He was compared to Edmund Burke,
the great English orator of the eighteenth century.

In his speeches Cockran demonstrated deep under-
standing of complex subjects and presented his material
with emotion, deploying brilliant retorts, particularly
when addressing hostile audiences. Audiences loved his
tall, commanding figure, expressive features and authori-
tative voice. According to his biographer James McGur-
rin, "His skill in construction, in antithesis, in balancing
periods, in leading up to the lofty climax which crowned
the whole, was that of a finished literary craftsman."7
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By 1885 Cockran had achieved great success as a
lawyer; his practice was growing. Among his clients
were the American Tobacco Company, the Interna-

tional Steam Company, the New York Central Railroad,
and Joseph Pulitzer, publisher of The World. He was con-
sidered an authority on public utility law and was retained
at various times by nearly every important gas and electric
company in New York City.

In 1895 Cockran greeted Churchill in New York
and put him up at his house. On November 2nd
Churchill wrote to him from Havana:

We had a very comfortable journey which was entirely
due to your kindness in getting us a state room. The food
all along was execrable but the passage was good and the
weather perfect. Early this morning a violent rain storm
woke me up and I went on deck as soon as it cleared up.
There, on our port under towering and stormy clouds,
lay the shores of Cuba. We got into the harbour without
incident and live in a convenient hotel....

We start tomorrow for Santa Clara where are rumours of
great things doing. The route is by rail and an additional
interest will be lent to it - by the fact that the insurgents
do all they can to wreck the trains and occasionally suc-
ceed. As to our return, we propose to leave the island on
Monday 16th prox. (three fronts a week in December).
Can you get us a state room from here to New York ? If
you can - will you ? I cannot tell you what a difference it
made on our journey here and we shall be quite spoiled
going back by the ordinary method.

I must reiterate my thanks to you for your kindness and
courtesy in putting us up all the time we were in New
York. We had many delightful conversations - and I
learned much from you in a pleasant and interesting way.
I hope in England to renew our discussions and though I
can never repay you for your kindness I trust you will
take the hospitality of the 4th Hussars 'on account.'8

After returning to England Churchill had further
observations on Cuba for his American friend:

I hope the United States will not force Spain to give
up Cuba - unless you are prepared to accept respon-
sibility for the results of such action. If the States
care to take Cuba - though this would be very hard
on Spain - it would be the best and most expedient
course for both the island and the world in general.
But I hold it a monstrous thing if you are going
merely to procure the establishment of another
South American Republic - which however de-
graded and irresponsible is to be backed in its action
by the American people - without their maintaining
any sort of control over its behaviour...I commend
rather a good book to your notice, The Red Badge of
Courage, a story of the Civil War. Believe me it is
worth reading.^

Cockran frequently spoke out on behalf of the
Cuban patriots struggling to free their country. In 1896,
he spoke in commemoration of Cuban medical students
who had been arrested, court-martialed and executed for
allegedly picking a rose from a Spanish grave in 1871. The
New York Times commented: "....when Mr. Cockran told
the story of the murdered students many wept until they
became almost hysterical...."10

When war broke out between the British and the
Boers in 1899, a wave of anti-British fervor swept republi-
can America. Cockran addressed pro-Boer meetings in
New York, Chicago and Boston, receiving great publicity
for his speech in Carnegie Hall on 12 October 1900,
blaming Joseph Chamberlain, the British Colonial Secre-
tary, and the Salisbury Government. He appealed to Pres-
ident William McKinley to intervene and stop the war. In
a speech in Boston he blamed the English aristocracy, stat-
ing that the war was "a renewal of the old attempt by the
governing class to undermine the institutions to which the
English people have always been attached."11

After attending a lecture by the pro-British
Churchill, Cockran was accused of deserting the Boer
cause. He put out a statement saying

I cannot understand how anybody can regard my atten-
dance at Mr. Churchill's lecture as an evidence of sympa-
thy with the British invasion of the Transvaal. I certainly
have not changed in the slightest degree my belief that
the South African war is the greatest violation of jus-
tice....12

Bourke Cockran would today be called a "maverick
politician" because of his devotion to principle over
party. In 1896 he bolted the Democrats for Repub-

lican presidential candidate William McKinley, in support
of the Gold Standard. In July 1900 he rejoined the De-
mocrats, only to bolt again, for Bull Moose insurgent
Theodore Roosevelt in 1912. Tammany Hall evicted him
twice. If Churchill later mastered the practice of "re-rat-
ting," Cockran set the standard by re-re-ratting!

His native Ireland was one of Cockran's great pas-
sions, and he was a strong advocate of Irish Home Rule.
Speaking as an American, he considered it an interna-
tional issue affecting the peace of the world. He endorsed
Gladstone's 1893 Home Rule Bill, speaking in words
which Churchill undoubtedly filed away for future use:
"Never before in the history of the English speaking peo-
ple has there been a victory which was so great a triumph
as that attained by Mr. Gladstone."13

In London, the Irish Parliamentary Party praised
Cockran's efforts, and held a banquet in his honor in the
Members' Dining Room in June 1903. A well-known
M.P., author and journalist T. P. O'Connor, claimed that
it was Cockran who kept after Churchill to support
Home Rule. The two corresponded regularly on the
subject. From Churchill's letter of 12 April 1896:
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"Bourke Cockran would today be called a 'maverick politician
because of his devotion to principle over party....

Tammany Hall evicted him twice.
If Churchill later mastered the practice of're-ratting,'

Cockran set the standard by re-re-ratting!"

Now to turn to your speech.
It is one of the finest I have
ever read. You are indeed an
orator. And of all the gifts
there is none so rare or so
precious as that. Of course -
my dear Cockran - you will
understand that we approach
the subject from different
points of view and that your
views on Ireland could never
coincide with mine. Finally,
let me say that when I read
your speech I thought that
Ireland had not suffered in
vain - since her woes have
provided a subject for your
eloquence. '

Cockran responded: "I was
so profoundly impressed with
the vigor of your language
and the breadth of your views
as I read your criticisms of
my speech that I conceived a
very high opinion of your fu-
ture career, and what I have
said here is largely based on
my own experience."16

By 1903 Churchill and his American mentor were
heavily engaged over Free Trade, an issue close to
both their hearts. But in his letter of 12 December

1903, Churchill showed he was not quite ready to follow
Cockran's lead and switch parties:

I was glad to get your letter and also to read in the De-
mocratic Campaign Guide of Massachusetts your excellent
Free Trade speech. We are fighting very hard here, but I
think on the whole, the outlook is encouraging. I believe
that Chamberlain will be defeated at the General Elec-
tion by an overwhelming majority. What will happen to
the Free Trade Unionists by whose exertions this result
will have been largely attained is quite another matter,
for I regret to say that the Liberal party think a great deal
more of winning a seat here and there by destroying a
Unionist Free Trader than for the principles for which
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wealth and welfare of the

we are fighting in common.
I do not think people like
Lord Hugh Cecil and myself
will be shut out of Parlia-
ment. The freedom which
we possess here, of standing
in any constituency, enables
those who are well known
and looked upon as perma-
nent politicians to find an-
other road back [to] the
House of Commons when
one particular constituency
rejects them. But I fear the
rank and file of our small
party will suffer terribly -
many of them being alto-
gether extinguished and
ending their public life once
and for all....It is rather an
inspiring reflection to think
that so many of us on both
sides of the Atlantic are
fighting in a common cause
- you to attack protection,
we to defend Free Trade. I
think what the double vic-
tory would mean for the

world.17

On 22 April 1904 Churchill spoke on the Trade
Union and Trade Disputes Bill. Towards the end "he hesi-
tated, having lost the thread of his argument, and stopped
speaking. He seemed confused and began to fumble for
notes which might have prompted him. Having not
found what he wanted he abtuptly sat down and covered
his face with his hands, muttering, 'I thank the hon-
ourable members for having listened to me.'" '^

In a letter to Cockran five weeks later Churchill ex-
plained what had occurred—and provided Cockran with
a great compliment:

You need not be worried by my losing my thread in a
speech some weeks ago. The slip was purely mechanical,
and was due to my style of preparation, which as you
know, is very elaborate. I had reached the very last sen-
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