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We Blush, But Just Briefly
I was pleased by John Plumpton's refer-

ence, in his excellent review last issue, to Lord
Jenkins's vocabulary. I consider myself a well-
educated man with a more than respectable
vocabulary. I have a bachelor's degree in Latin
and Greek and a master's in English, and have
taught English and Latin for thirty years. I
was, however, stumped by any number of
words in Jenkins's biography.

Every morning, after reading Jenkins the
night before, I would e-mail a group of
teacher friends asking them if they had heard
of this or that word. Most of them hadn't, and
they are all well-educated. The reference to
Jenkins's vocabulary made me feel less of an
idiot! I teach English literature, and every
week I begin with a quotation from
Churchill. Actually, I begin the year with his
speech after Dunkirk. Finest Hour gives me
more than sufficient material. Keep up the
good work!

BR. JAMES M. KELLY, C.EX. (jkclly@admin.msjnct.edu)

What a great article, " The Atlantic Takes
a Dive," FH 114. My sentiments exactly, but
beautifully written and as usual reflective of
your broad grasp of the essential issues.

MICHAEL BARRINGTON, FREMONT, CALIF.

I have just returned from the Chaudhary
Charan Singh committee meeting, chaired by
my friend Mr. Saran {FH 115:11). I informed
them of Finest Hours coverage of my
"Churchill and Freedom" talk (issue 115) and
your publishing a footnote biography of for-
mer Indian Prime Minister Singh. I noted
that Churchill made "defence of democracy"
the main plank of the Second World War,
which promoted the cause of the common
man worldwide.

Charan Singh certainly was a common
person, not from a feudal background; yet he
rose to lead his country through the system of
democracy. Since Churchill was the architect
of the war, the committee thought it quite fit-
ting that you should cover the life of late
Chaudhary Charan Singh and our celebration
of his birth centenary because in the process
we had remembered Churchill.

I am thus happy to report that for the
first time in the committee meeting not only
Winston Churchill and his work were men-
tioned with honor, but also The Churchill
Center, Finest Hour, and its editor.

INDER DAN RATNU, VAISHAU NAGAR, INDIA

Gift Memberships
In addition to my own, have taken out a sub-
scription to Finest Hour on behalf of my uni-
versity library, St. Francis Xavier University in
Antigonish, Nova Scotia. "X" boasts one of
the strongest and most loyal alumni groups in
Canada, and counts former PM Brian Mul-
roney among its alumni. I'm not sure if this is
done by many other members, but it would
seem to me to be a good tie-in with the other
educational efforts of the CC and ICS.

MIKE CAMPBELL, HALIFAX, N.S.

Gift memberships are available through the
membership offices of The Churchill Center
(USA), and Societies (Canada and UK), listed
on the inside front cover. We will enclose a card
with your greetings. If you want to be billed
every year for renewal, you should make arrange-
ments with the membership office; otherwise the
recipient will be billed. In the USA and UK, we
also offer half-price student and library member-
ships at $20 and £20 respectively which are sub-
sidized rates, since what we deliver costs much
more than that. Some proof that the recipient is
a student is required.

Bletchley Park Kudos
Douglas Hall's article on Bletchley Park

(FH 114) encouraged me to make a return
visit there with my wife, after probably an
eight year gap. We were astonished at the
wonderful exhibition that Jack Darrah and his
late wife have put together: quite the best
thing of its kind I have ever seen. We were
doubly fortunate as Jack and his daughter
were there on the day of our visit, and we had
a most interesting tour and conversation.

I had thought that I was an enthusiastic
and knowledgeable admirer of Sir Winston
Churchill, but I felt like a novice compared to
Jack! He was particularly proud of a recent ac-
quisition, a marble statuette of Sir Winston
standing at his easel. It certainly enhanced the
very fine collection. We came away with the
recipe for "Churchill's cake," provided by
Jack's daughter. My wife baked it for a recent
garden party at home, and it was a huge suc-
cess (but a little expensive due to the brandy
content!). Through your pages may we thank
Jack and his daughter again for such an enjoy-
able visit. I would strongly urge any of your
readers who have not visited Bletchley, to find
the opportunity and do so post haste. It is a
very rewarding experience.
TONY FLEETWOOD, WHEATHAMPSTEAD, HERTS. $
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DATELINES
QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

"This idea or not irritating tne enemy did not commend itselr to me....Good, decent, civilised

people, it appeared, must never tnemselves strike till arter tney nave been struck dead.

Tkere were still montns ot pretended war. On tne one side endless discussions about

trivial points, no decisions taken, or ir taken rescinded, and tne rule

Don't be unkind to tne enemy; you will only make him angry.'

On tne otber, doom preparing.... '

—WSC, The Gathering Storm, 1948: English edition, page 454; American & Canadian editions, pages 574-75..

Dieppe: Day of Remembrance
TORONTO, AUGUST 19TH— Sixty years ago
today, 4,963 Canadian soldiers were
part of an Allied force of 6,086 who
took part in an experimental mini-inva-
sion of Europe to assess tactics, invasion
prospects and equipment for the future
Allied invasion of Europe. It also was an
attempt to placate Stalin, whose forces
were carrying the bulk of the fighting
in Europe.

The Dieppe raid was a disaster,
with 3,626 soldiers killed, wounded or
captured, including 3,369 Canadians. It
is a major controversy of the war for
Canadians although Churchill was not
directly involved in the operation. The
official position at the time was that im-
portant lessons were learned, General
Montgomery stating that for every life
lost at Dieppe, ten were saved at Nor-
mandy. However, Montgomery also

later stated, "I believe we could have
gotten the information and experience
we needed without losing so many
magnificent Canadian soldiers."

Now is not the time to continue
the debate on this issue, but to remem-
ber and be grateful for the sacrifices that
were made. TERENCE REARDON

Howards Get Your Gun
LEWES, EAST SUSSEX, MAY 1ST— T h e six-shot

pinfire revolver carried by Churchill in
his escape from the Boers in 1899 was
back with the family of John Howard
today, purchased at auction by an
anonymous relative for £32,000. John
Howard was the mine manager who
hid Churchill in a mineshaft before
smuggling him out of South Africa on a
goods train bound for Mozambique. In
1901, Churchill had returned the re-
volver to Mr Howard in an inscribed

Escape revolver is housed in an inscribed ebony box with brandy flask and fitted silver cup.

ebony box with a glass brandy flask and
a fitted silver cup. Evidently it got away;
the Howard family now has it back.

Dept. of Utter Nonsense
LONDON, JULY 13TH— After the UK airing
of "The Gathering Storm," which de-
buted in the United States in May, the
BBC ran a silly poll: "Is the life of
Churchill still relevant to people
today?" We waited with bated breath
for the verdict: Yes, definitely, 83.8%;
Maybe, to a degree, 10.4%; No, not at
all, 5.8%. People who devise such
things on state-supported media are a
waste of the taxpayers' money If a poll
asked, "Does it rain down—or up?"
83.8% would be sure it was down,
10.4% up, and the rest wouldn't know.
Admittedly, we're not sure they still
teach gravity in the grammar schools,
any more than Churchill.

"Gathering Storm" Sequel?
LONDON, MAY 15TH—According to a cut-
ting sent to us by news editor John
Frost, there will be a sequel (of sorts) to
the BBC-HBO television production
"The Gathering Storm" (reviewed FH
115:32). Entitled "London 1940" and
financed by Middle Fork Productions
and British Screen, it "will tell the story
of Churchill's transition from First Lord
of the Admiralty to Prime Minister be-
tween 1939 and 1941." All well and
good, but we're still missing the period
from 1936 to 1939: Munich and the
coming of war.

continut
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"Dancing
Grace" is the
first prize-
winning
painting of
Emma Davis,
who received a
cheque and cer-
tificate from
Celia Sandys on
July 2nd.

ICS UK Fine Art Awards
LONDON, JULY 2ND— A £5000 first prize
in the second annual Churchill Society
UK Fine Arts competition was pre-
sented to 21-year-old Emma Davis of
the Bournemouth Arts Institute, at a
ceremony today at the Cabinet War
Rooms. The competition, open to art
students at Colleges of Further Educa-
tion, was generously sponsored by the
Telegraph Group, BP, and Daler-
Rowney. Fifty-nine initial entries were
submitted.

Ms. Davis's work is primarily based
on paintings of the Dorset coastline and
demonstrates a continual progression in
the experimentation of techniques and
processes; these progressions are ener-
getic yet personal, a form of contempla-
tive meditation. She sees her challenge
as "to create with integrity meaningful
and conceptual expressions of those
landscape forces which shape our emo-
tional and intellectual selves."

Second prize (£2,500) was won by
Timothy Wood of Solihull College; two
third prizes (each of £1,000) went to
Natalie Bunce of Bournemouth Arts In-
stitute and Michael Lock of Exeter Col-
lege. The award presentations were
made by the Hon Celia Sandys.

DATELINES

Bill Deedes Remembers
BERLIN, MAY 1ST— Honorary Member
Lord Deedes accompanied our Patron
Lady Soames to Germany, where
British army senior officers and guests
held a Churchill Memorial night. The
next morning, Lord Deedes wrote in
the Daily Telegraph, he woke to realise
"it was the first time I had slept in a
military establishment in Germany
since November 1945....If anybody had
told me then that half a century later
the British Army would be occupying
in Germany the vast military establish-
ment of which I found myself part, I
could not have believed it. And had
they assured me that the Germans
would warmly welcome such a presence
(as they do), I would have found it even
more improbable.

"I thought also of that day in
March 1936 when Hitler announced
that he intended to reoccupy the
Rhineland and sent 35,000 German
troops across the boundary to do
it....The world still poses its threats, but
Europe is incomparably a safer place
today than it was then. I wonder how
far this generation is aware of it."

Outlived the Queen Mum, 'e Did

REIGATE, SURREY, APRIL

25TH— Reputed to
be Britain's oldest
bird at 103, this
blue and yellow
Macaw parrot,
"Charlie," is going
strong. Born 1899,
when Churchill
was dodging Boer
patrols in the
Transvaal, Charlie
lived in Croydon until 1936, when he
was acquired by Percy Drabner, father-
in-law of present owner Peter Oram.

The following year he joined a huge
menagerie at Chartwell, along with
black swans, tropical fish, butterflies,
dogs, cats and farm animals.

Charlie allegedly spent the war at
Churchill's side, newspaper reports
state. Minus most of his body feathers,
which in his dotage he has plucked out,
he now lives with Mr. Oram in a gar-
den centre here. "He barely utters a
word now, and is getting a bit naughty,"
Oram says. "Occasionally he utters a
swear word, which tradition has it was
taught to him by Sir Winston."

The Real Depression
LONDON, JULY 20TH— With the market
sinking, the London Stock Exchange is
selling its shares in pension funds and
buying government bonds. Which re-
minds us of what Churchill said in
1945 about the Tory MP who had
switched to the Liberals: "That's the
first instance I've heard of a rat swim-
ming to a sinking ship." The hypocrisy
of politicians knows no bounds. Corpo-
rate retirement plans offering no alter-
native but devalued company stock are
the devil's own work, but Social Secu-
rity built on a non-existent fund is a
"sacred trust." Laws must be passed to
guarantee better accounting among pri-
vate firms by governments whose own
accounting practices are worthy of an
indictment. We need Churchillian lead-
ers willing to stand on principle instead
of the latest group focus-hocus-pocus.

"Hole," "Burrow," "Paddock"
NEASDEN, LONDON, APRIL 17TH—Not on ly

did Churchill have the Cabinet War
Rooms ("The Hole") and the Down
Street Underground bunker ("The Bur-
row"—see FH 115:41). Now The Mir-
ror reports another secret war bunker in
the North London suburb of Neasden.
Presently under a modern housing es-
tate, this hidey-hole was codenamed
"Paddock." It was protected by a five-
foot-thick concrete roof and three-inch
thick steel doors. Inside were sleeping
quarters, offices and a broadcasting stu-
dio. The Ministry of Defence sold
"Paddock" in the 1970s but the original
light fittings, huge generator and venti-
lation system are intact. >»
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Last redoubt of the Royal Family, "Paddock" has only this innocuous entrance, a plain doorway
between two suburban semi-detached homes. Churchill paid brief visits during the Blitz.

"Paddock" was to be the last refuge
of the Royal Family before they were
evacuated to Canada in the event of a
successful invasion, and Churchill vis-
ited during the Blitz. The Network
Housing Association has spent £15,000
clearing flooded levels. Surveyor Rob-
bin Williams said, "We understand
Churchill only visited it two or three
times because he found it damp."

New "Jennie" Biography
RICHMOND, SURREY, UK, AUGUST 4TH— A n n e

Sebba (anne@sebba.freeserve.co.uk) has
been commissioned to write a biogra-
phy of Lady Randolph Churchill and
her sisters, Clara and Leonie. Ms. Sebba
is planning a North American research
trip to visit anyone with Jerome mater-
ial. We have put her in touch with the
Jerome Family Association and genealo-
gist Elizabeth Snell. Anyone who can
assist may contact her at 9 Pembroke
Villas, The Green, Richmond, Surrey
1W9 1QF, England, tel. (0208) 940-
0500, fax. (0208) 948-7800.

Common Market Nyet
LONDON, MAY 2ND— Ephraim Hardcastle
of the Daily Mail quotes Europhile
Chris Patten's Churchill Lecture to the
English Speaking Union: "I don't want
to engage in the argument about
whether or not Winston Churchill
would have favoured British member-
ship of the EU." Just as well, Hardcastle
says: "Field Marshal Montgomery
records that in 1962 he found WSC

'sitting up in bed smoking his cigar,
shouting for more brandy and protest-
ing against Britain's proposed entry into
the Common Market.'"

Iraq: What Would Churchill Do?
NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER ii TH— From politi-
cians to pundits, scholars to buffs, peo-
ple are speculating over what Churchill
would do abut Iraq, on which a few ob-
servations—mindful of Patron's prime
directive: never assume we know how he
would handle a modern problem.

1. The admirable John Keegan's ar-
ticle in The Daily Telegraph, arguing
that the Churchill experience supports a
preemptive strike, was secured for use
in Finest Hour. We have not run it be-
cause we do not want to convey only
one side of the argument. If there is a
cogent counter-argument based on
Churchill's experience, we would run
both viewpoints back to back in our
"English-Speaking Peoples" series.

2. Like the Bible, one can use
Churchill to support various sides of a
question. Some have said WSC would
have attacked Hitler when he marched
into the Rhineland. Not quite. He was
hoping for cabinet office and publicly
urged no such action. Occasionally
there were times when even Churchill
put politics before principle.

3. A good book on whether
Churchill, given plenary power in the
1930s, could have prevented war is
Churchill and Appeasement, by R.A.C.
Parker ($18 from the CC Book Club).

Though Parker thinks WSC could
have prevented the war, neither pro-
posed a preemptive strike. Churchill be-
lieved that firmness by the West would
stop Hitler, allowing him to be toppled
from within. That theory is historically
contentious, but there is not a shred of
evidence that Churchill ever favored a
preemptive strike against Germany.

4. The two situations are not
strictly comparable. Hitler was simulta-
neously a far greater threat than Hus-
sein, yet more "reasonable" in the view
of appeasers. They argued that after all,
Hitler was willing to let the western
democracies live in peace (conveniently
ignoring the implications of a Europe
ruled by Nazis). Today's fanatics seem
mainly interested in killing us.

5. The Iraq debate really poses a
question on which Churchill's experi-
ence can't help us: can Iraq answer the
fanatics' call for the tools to finish the
job? If Churchill knew for certain that
such an enemy had such tools, it doesn't
take a wizard to imagine what he or any
responsible leader would do. But on this
question hinges today's Iraq argument.
And the answer has nothing to do with
Churchill, —EDITOR

Old Men Forget
TORONTO, AUGUST 24TH— Canadian Prime
Minister Jean Chretien sacked Finance
Minister, Paul Martin, who had ambi-
tions for his job. The Liberal Party con-
stitution requires a leadership review by
February and most think Martin would
beat Chretien—so Chretien cleverly an-
nounced he will resign: in February
2004. Chretien hopes that by then
Martin, at 65 1/2, will be too old to be
elected. (And you thought Canadian
politics are dull?) I wrote as follows:

To the Editor, The Globe and Mail:
Jeffrey Simpson ("No, Prime Minister")
suggests that with Paul Martin reaching
an age of 65 1/2 in February 2004, he
may be too old to be elected the Liberal
leader and prime minister. A certain
British politician assumed the premier-
ship of his country the month he be-
came 65 1/2. He became Time maga-
zine's Man of the Half Century.

TERENCE REARDON

continued overleaf
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Glimpses: Billy Graham
Matt Fabian (mattaggie@hotmail.com) sends us this glimpse of Winston Churchill

in the early 1950s, by evangelist Billy Graham in his autobiography:
I received a call from Jock Colville, secretary to the Prime Minister. "Would

you be available to join Mr. Churchill for lunch tomorrow noon?" "I'm honored," I
said, "but that is impossible. We are leaving this evening for Scotland." Turning
down an invitation from Winston Churchill—that showed how exhausted I was!

Half an hour later the phone rang again. "Would you be able to meet with Mr.
Churchill at noon today?" asked Mr. Colville. "He has a lunch scheduled at 12:30
with the Duke of Windsor, but he can see you before that." I hardly had time to get
nervous! Much later I learned from Mr. Colville's writings that Mr. Churchill had
himself been nervous about the meeting. Apparently, the Prime Minister had paced
the room, asking, "What do you talk about to an evangelist?"

When I arrived at Downing Street, I was reminded discreetly that the Prime
Minister had precisely twenty minutes. I was shown into a large, dimly lit cabinet
room. Mr. Churchill rose from his chair and shook my hand. I had not realized
what a short man he was; I towered over him. He motioned with an unlit cigar for
me to sit next to him. It would be just the two of us, apparently. I noticed that
three London afternoon dailies were spread out on a table next to him.

"Well, first," he said, in the marvelous voice I had heard so many times on the
radio and in newsreels, "I want to congratulate you for these huge crowds you've
been drawing." "Oh, well, it's God's doing, believe me," I said.

"That may be," he replied, squinting at me, "but I daresay that if I brought
Marilyn Monroe over here, and she and I together went to Wembley, we couldn't
fill it." I laughed, trying to imagine the spectacle.

"Tell me, Rev. Graham, what is it that filled Harringay night after night?" "I
think it's the Gospel of Christ," I told him without hesitation. "People are hungry to
hear a word straight from the Bible. Almost all the clergy of this country used to
preach it faithfully, but I believe they have gotten away from it."

"Yes," he said, sighing. "Things have changed tremendously. Look at these
newspapers—nothing but murder and war and what the Communists are up to.
You know, the world may one day be taken over by the Communists." I agreed
with him, but I did not feel free to comment on world politics. I merely nodded,
and he continued: "I'll tell you, I have no hope. I see no hope for the world."

"Things do look dark," I agreed. I hesitated, not wanting to repeat the gaffe I
had committed with President Truman just a few years before by being too direct
about religion. We talked at length about the world situation, and then, as if on
cue, the Prime Minister looked me in the eye. "I am a man without hope," he said
somberly. "Do you have any real hope?"

He might have been talking geopolitically, but to me this sounded like a per-
sonal plea. In the notes I jotted after the meeting, I recalled he referred to hopeless-
ness no fewer than nine times. His bouts with depression are now well docu-
mented, although I was not aware of them at the time.

"Are you without hope for your own soul's salvation?" "Frankly, I think about
that a great deal," he replied. I had my New Testament with me. Knowing that we
had but a few minutes left, I explained the way of salvation. I watched carefully for
signs of irritation or offense, but he seemed receptive, if not enthusiastic. I talked
about God's plan for the future. His eyes seemed to light up at the prospect.

At precisely 12:30, Mr. Colville knocked. "Sir Winston, the Duke of Windsor
is here for your luncheon," he said. "Let him wait!" Mr. Churchill growled, waving
Mr. Colville off and turning back to me. I went on for about another 15 minutes,
then asked if I could pray. "Most certainly," he said, standing up. "I'd appreciate it."

I prayed for the difficult situations the Prime Minster faced every day and ac-
knowledged that God was the only hope for the world and for us individually. Mr.
Churchill thanked me and walked me out. As we shook hands he leaned toward
me. "Our conversations are private, aren't they?"

Erratum: Finest Hour 115.
A line was dropped from the top of

page 36 of Paul Courtenay's review:
"Earlier she reveals that he crossed the
floor," etc.

YousufKarsh, R.I.P.
BOSTON, JULY 6TH (AP)—Photographer

Yousuf Karsh, an honorary member of
the Churchill Center and Societies,
who gained international prominence
with his 1941 portrait of a defiant Win-
ston Churchill, has died at the age of
93. Karsh passed away at Brigham and
Women's Hospital, said hospital spokes-
woman Jacqui Fowler. His European
agent, Roger Eldridge, said Karsh died
of complications following surgery.

He was catapulted to international
fame with his 1941 photograph of
Churchill, taken after the PM's 1941
"Some Chicken—Some Neck!" speech
to the Canadian Parliament as the
British Empire stood alone against Nazi
Germany. Actually three photos were
taken but the "Angry Lion," a defiant
Churchill, "appealed to the whole
world," Karsh said in an interview with
The Associated Press in 1989. "It
caught all the bulldog determination of
the British Empire It was done with-
out premeditation but with great admi-
ration and respect." (For Karsh's recol-
lections of the experience, and pho-
tographs of all three photos taken in
Ottawa on that occasion, see "The Por-
trait That Changed My Life," Finest
Hour 94.) —Robert O'Neill
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Local & National
Chicago, November 22nd

Chicago Friends join those in An-
chorage and Boston in celebrating Win-
ston Churchill's 128th birthday at the
historic Union League Club of Chicago.
Their guest was Her Majesty's Consul
General Robert Culshaw. Churchill
spoke at the club, in the same building,
in 1932, while visiting Chicago on a
cross-country lecture tour. Chicago's
Britannia Club and English- Speaking
Union are being invited. This is a
"must" event for Churchillians through-
out the Midwest. Please contact Phil
and Susan Larson at parker-fox@
msn.com or 708-352-6825.

Chartwell Bulletin Returns
MILTON, MASS., AUGUST 21ST-— Suzanne Sig-

man, director of New England
Churchillians, has contacted all active
Churchill Center events organizers in
the United States and Canada in order
to share ideas and approaches.

Mrs. Sigman has compiled ad-
dresses, including e-mail where applica-
ble. She suggests exchanging newsletters
and invitations between regions, and
meetings of regional heads at interna-
tional conferences. The first of these
was held at the Virginia conference.

To promote local activity and pro-
vide CC news, the Chartwell Bulletin
(our "irregular quarterly" which ap-
peared last year") wll be issued more
frequently. The next Chartwell Bulletin
will accompany our annual Heritage
Fund appeal. Later editions will brief
members on business before The
Churchill Center and its Board.

Herewith an updated list of North
American contacts; we urge you to get
in touch with them. If there is no local
group in your area, consider organizing
one. Address labels for local mailings
are available from our membership of-
fice (see inside front cover)

North American Contacts
Alaska: Judith & Jim Muller
(afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu), 1518 Airport
Heights Drive, Anchorage AK 99508;
days: (907) 786-4740, eves: 272-7846.

CHURCHILL CALENDAR
Local events organizers: please send upcoming event notices to the editor for posting here.

If address and email is not stated below, look for it on inside front cover.

30 November: Sir Winston Churchill's 128th birthday will be celebrated
with black tie dinners in Boston, Chicago, and Anchorage, Alaska. Contacts:

Alaska, James Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu), tel. (907) 786-4740.
Boston, Suzanne Sigman (ssigman@attbi.com), tel. (617) 696-1833.

Chicago, Sue & Phil Larson (parker-fox@msn.com), tel. (708) 352-6825.

November 2003: 20th International Churchill Conference, Hamilton,
Bermuda, commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Bermuda Conference.

Contacts: David Boler (david.boler@ukgateway.net), tel. (0207) 558-3522
and Randy Barber (randy.barber@cbs.gov.on.ca), tel. (905) 881-8550.

Br. Columbia: Chris & Dorothy Hebb
(cavell_capital@ telus.com),
Suite 1700, 1111 W. Georgia Street,
Vancouver, BC V6E 4M3;
days: (604) 209-6400.

California North: Michael Barrington
(Majb7016@aol.com),
34263 Eucalyptus Terr., Fremont CA 94555;
days: (925) 825-4700,
eves: (510) 791-2305.

California South: Jerry Kambestad
(GDKamb@aol.com), 1172Cambera
Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705;
days/eves: (714) 838-4741.

Chicago: Phil & Susan Larson
(parker-fox@msn.com),
22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526;
days/eves: (708) 352-6825.

Detroit: Gary Bonine
9000 E. Jefferson, Apt. 28-6, Detroit
MI 48214; days/eves: (313) 823-2951.

Florida: Merlin Olson
(molson@dc.com), 213 Celebration
Road, Celebration FL 34747;
days/eves: (407) 566-0422.

Georgia: Gary Garrison
(ccsgary@bellsouth.com),
2364 Beechwood Drive,
Atlanta GA 30062;
days: (770) 378-8389, eves: 509-5430.

New England: Suzanne Sigman
(ssigman@attbi.com), 42 Dudley
Lane, Milton MA 02186;
days/eves: (617) 696-1833.

New York: Rita & Yale Kramer
(rbkramer@nyc.rr.com), 320 Central
Park West, New York NY 10025;
days/eves: (212) 787-3741.

Ohio North: Michael McMenamin
(mtm@walterhav.com), 1300 Terminal
Tower, Cleveland OH 44113-2253;
days: (216) 781-1212.

Texas North: Paula Restrepo,
4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dallas TX
75205; days/eves: (214) 522-7201.

Toronto: Norm & Jean MacLeod
(jeana@direct.com)
16 Glenlaura Court, Ashburn ON
LOB 1AO, Canada;
days/eves: (905) 655-4051.

Washington Society for Churchill:
Caroline Hartzler
(Hartzlercr@aol.com),
5956 Coopers Landing Court,
Burke, VA 22015;
days/eves: (703) 503-9226.

New England
QUINCY, MASS, MAY 16TH— Forty CC mem-
bers and friends enjoyed a sumptuous
buffet supper in the wardroom of the
historic Sixth Fleet flagship, USS Salem,
followed by an address by Dr. Christo-
pher Bell of the U.S. Naval War Col-
lege in Newport, Rhode Island: "Win-
ston Churchill and the Royal Navy."
Chris, who recently published The
Royal Navy: Seapower and Strategy Be-
tween the Wars, traced Churchill's naval

continued overleaf
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Right: Chris Bell
career, and engaged
in a lively Q&A
session afterward.
USS Salem (CA
139) isaQuincy-
built, Des Moines
class heavy cruiser,
launched in 1947.
She had a distin-
guished career with the Sixth Fleet in
the Mediterranean and the Second Fleet
in the Atlantic. USS Salem was also the
"star" of the movie, "Graf Spee."

BOSTON, AUGUST 30TH— Forty gathered to
hear a team of scholars—Michael
Moses, Clifford Orwin and Mark Blitz
—examine Churchill's The River War.
The question before the house was:
how relevant is this tale of war with fa-
natical Muslims relevant to our present
predicament? The moderator was the
editor of Finest Hour, who as usual tried
to put the panelists on guard and get
them to argue with each other. But
most of the arguing was by a serious
young man who inquired if World War
II had been worth fighting, since "we
ended up bombing innocent civilians
just like the enemy." (This reminded us
of Churchill's remark when asked the
same question in 1940: "If we left off
fighting you'd soon find out!")

That evening at the Harvard Club
of Boston, CC members and friends
gathered to hear Professor Patrick Pow-
ers of Magdalen College, New Hamp-
shire, speak about Savrola, Churchill's
only novel, which is also to be pub-
lished next year in a fine new edition,
through the efforts of The Churchill
Center and St. Augustine Press.

Northern Ohio
CLEVFXAND, OCTOBER 1ST— Carol Breck-
enridge, who has interviewed Lady
Soames on the subject, led a book dis-
cussion of Winston and Clementine: The
Personal Letters of the Churchills, at Ter-
minal Tower this evening. The usual se-
lection of sandwiches was on the menu
and the wine was still free! For future
Cleveland events, or if you want to
stage one, call Alexis at Michael McMe-
namin's office: (216) 928-2947. M>

The receiver running
Chester Barrie, the

AROUND & ABOUT
Savile Row tailor best known for designing Winston Churchill's "siren
suits," was given ten days to make a firm offer or the company would be
closed, The Times reported on June 8th. Fire sale, anyone?

• • •

On July 5th Janet Conant, granddaughter of the great Harvard
president James Conant who hosted Churchill when he deliv-
ered his famous 1943 speech on Anglo-American Unity, was inter-
viewed on National Public Radio. She has a new book, Tuxedo Park,
about Loomis and the development of radar. Ms. Conant did her credibility little
good when she explained that in 1940, while Roosevelt was sending beleaguered
Britain supplies, they were being destroyed by "U-2 submarines." Ewe too should
know that the U-2 was a postwar spy-aircraft.

• * •

Eliot Cohen's new book, Supreme Command (reviewed this issue) carries a curious ref-
erence: "The existence of an International Churchill Society (complete with annual
conferences, a glossy magazine, and a souvenir shop selling Action This Day' stickers)
embodies the kind of hero worship that most historians instinctively reject—this is all
the more upsetting in view of Churchill's indubitably checkered career." We've been
told this refers to other historians, not Cohen. But Supreme Command winds up ex-
tolling Churchill's "ability to touch the hearts of men and women...strengths as a war
leader...skill at questioning and challenging professional subordinates...courage that is
nothing less than magnificent...indomitable spirit...the greatest war statesman of the
century." This is not hero-worship, mind you, just scholarly historical analysis.

• • *

Meanwhile in Zimbabwe, President-for-Life Robert Mugabe has scrubbed the Queen
and Churchill from local institutions and replaced them with the name of Hitler and
assorted henchmen. Winston Churchill High School in Harare (Salisbury) will now
be named for Josiah Tongorare, Mugabe's 1970s guerrilla commander; and Queen
Elizabeth Girls' High will be Sally Mugabe Girl's High, named for the President's
first wife. Although former Southern Rhodesia prime minister Sir Gerald Todd (at 93
still among the whites Mugabe hasn't expelled) is being honored with a school in his
name, Zimbabwe's most notorious thugs are feted. Another school is named for Chen-
jerai Hitler Hunzvi, the klansman who led the invasion of white-owned farms.

• • •

On May 7th Christopher Hitchens observed on "Imus in the Morning" that King
George and Queen Elizabeth supported Neville Chamberlain in 1939-40, and that
none of the tributes to the late Queen Mum managed to mention that she and the
King threw a big reception for Chamberlain when he returned from Munich bearing
Peace in Our Time (ours did; see FH 114:5); that she never had to open a door for
herself; and that he too could manage a few smiles and waves if that were his lot in
life. Although she and the King did spend an afternoon visiting the blitzed East End,
when the King said, "They bombed my house, too," the question Cockneys asked him
was, "Which one?" As in Hitchens's Atlantic Monthly piece on Churchill, there are
grains of truth scattered amongst the class envy.

• * •

The controversial 80th birthday portrait of Churchill by Graham Sutherland was so
painful to Sir Winston that Lady Churchill destroyed it after his death. But in 1954,
according to a cutting sent by news editor John Frost, the problem bothering Britons
was that it had no feet! Churchill, said one London source, "seems to be thinking of
something and about to spring out of his chair to do something strenuous about
it...but no feet." Sutherland told newsmen that the feet once were there, but he
thought they destroyed the balance of head and hands so he painted them out, ending
vaguely at the trouser cuffs. Lady Churchill took care of the rest in 1965. $
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RIDDLES,

MYSTERIES,

ENIGMAS
Send your questions
to the editor

Q^What did Churchill say about
• those who trade honor for peace

having neither in the end?

A a Two quotations spring to mind.
• "They that can give up essential

liberty to obtain a little temporary safety
deserve neither liberty nor safety" was
tracked to Benjamin Franklin by two
members of our Churchill Listserv (e-
mail discussion group), Evan Quenon
and Anthony Calabrese. Bartlett's
(http://www.bartleby.eom/100/245.l.htm)
says it was used during the American
Revolution, as early as 1755.
The second likely quotation was truly by
Churchill, originating in August 1938,
before Munich: "I think we shall have to
choose in the next few weeks between
war and shame, and I have very little
doubt what the decision will be." (WSC
to Lloyd George, 13Aug38. Gilbert,
Winston S. Churchill, Companion
Volume V Part 3: 1117.)

A month later Churchill wrote to
Lord Moyne: "We seem to be very near
the bleak choice between War and
Shame. My feeling is that we shall
choose Shame, and then have War
thrown in a little later on even more
adverse terms than at present."
(1 lSep38, explaining why visiting
Moyne in Antigua might be problem-
atic, op. cit., page 1155.) It is often
believed that Churchill addressed this
remark to Chamberlain directly after
Munich. It appears not so.

/'~"\ ^ I would be keenly interested in
W • knowing the contents of
Churchill's library. Does Chartwell have
an inventory? —Judy Dean

A Years ago I spent a day in the
• Chartwell libraries with the late

Michael Wybrow, checking oddball for-
eign language editions, but the books

present are not representative of books in
Churchill's day. When WSC died his son
Randolph inherited the library and took
away many books which he later sold
with a bookplate, "from the library of Sir
Winston Churchill." Some shelves at
Chartwell were filled with odds and
ends, packed tight to discourage tamper-
ing: multiple copies of The Anglo-Saxon
Review, for example. When we last
asked, Chartwell's staff were not keen
about returning the library to original
standards, but there are some things to
look for when you visit. The glass case in
the study contains some very fine edi-
tions and presentation copies. The
"museum" section of the former kitchen-
houses a representative collection of
Churchill's books donated by Governors
of The Churchill Center. WSC had col-
lections of books on his father and the
First Duke of Marlborough, which he
donated to the Library at 10 Downing
Street (see Trivia #1196, FH 112/113).
Now at Churchill College is his collection
on Napoleon, whose biography he wanted
to write but never found the time.

What books did Winston
• Churchill read?

A lt depends on what period you
• mean. Lord Moran discovered

Churchill in bed in 1949 reading
Orwell's 1984, for what was already his
second time. Anthony Montague Brown
selected books for Churchill to read in
retirement, including /, Claudius and
Claudius the God by Robert Graves.
Someone once got into a car with the
PM during the Second War and found
him with a copy of Huckleberry Finn. I
have often wondered if it was from the
inscribed "Complete Works" he was
given by Mark Twain himself at the turn
of the century. —David Freeman

Violet Bonham Carter relates in her
Winston Churchill As I Knew Him/An
Intimate Portrait (1965) that she quoted
"Ode to a Nightingale" to WSC, who
had never heard of it; next time they met
"he had learned not merely this but all
the odes of Keats by heart—and he recit-
ed them quite mercilessly from start to
finish, not sparing me a syllable." At the
same time, of course, he had "brushed
up his Shakespeare." —Evan Quenon

Churchill read Punch as a young-
ster. He was captivated by the political
cartoons, especially those depicting the
American Civil War. When he was near-
ly 13, Winston asked his mother for a
copy of General Grant's memoirs which,
thanks to Mark Twain, were published.
He certainly read G.F.R. Henderson's
history on Stonewall Jackson, in 1898,
and much else of that ilk. When Sen.
Harry F. Byrd, Jr. of Virginia visited
Churchill in 1951, he was astonished by
how much the PM knew about our Late
Unpleasantness.

—Richard H. Knight, Jr.

Qi-
I am assisting Jon Meacham of

i Newsweek with a book about
Churchill and Roosevelt, and we are
wondering if there were any books they
both read as schoolboys? —Mike Hill

A First, look in Churchill's autobiog-
• raphy, My Early Life: A Roving

Commission, first published in 1930 but
currently in print and widely available.
Concentrate on the chapters up through
"Education at Bangalore." Next, look in
the official biography, especially vol. 1
and its companions. Third, you might
glean something from my essay,
"Backward and Precocious,: Winston
Churchill at School," The World & I,
vol. 12, no. 12 (December 1997), pp.
290-317; reprinted as "Winston
Churchill at School" in Morton A.
Kaplan, ed., Character and Identity:
Sociological Foundations of Literary and
Historical Perspectives (St. Paul: Paragon
House Publishers, 2000), pp. 83-111.

—James W Muller

It would certainly be interesting to
learn of any books which both Churchill
and Roosevelt read in their youth. While
FDR's boyhood books may very well be
intact at Hyde Park, Churchill's are alas
scattered to the winds. Unfortunately,
Harrow's curriculum in 1888-1892 is
not the full picture: young Churchill
tended to read what he liked—which
was not always what was assigned to him
at school. Certainly both must have read
a lot of American Civil War literature
(see above). Churchill as a boy was a fan
of Henty and Rider Haggard novels;
does anyone know if young Franklin
Roosevelt was also? —RML H
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