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Finest Hour is made possble in part through
the generous support of members of The
Churchill Centre and Societies, and with the
assgtance of an endowment created by The

Untrue

Some weeks ago several of our glorious
tabloids carried the story of the Macaw par-
rot {FH 116:6). | exploded and did noth-
ing! However, now that this mendacious
paragraph appears in a respectable publica-
tion | would really like to put the record
straight. My father never owned a Macaw
in the 1930s or at any other time as far as |
am aware. He did own an African Grey Par-
rot in the mid- to late-Thirties. | do not
know how he acquired it—it may well be as
stated in the offending piece. | cannot re-
member the parrot's name; it was quite dis-
agreeable and frequently bit those who tried
to curry favour with it (including WSC). It
lived in alarge cage in the dining room at
Chartwell. The bird did not spend the war
a my father's side; when the family re-
moved from Chartwell to London in Sep-
tember/October 1939 | have the impression
the parrot had a good home found for it. |
would be glad if Finest Hour would correct
this tiresome though trivia inaccuracy.

THE LADY SOAMES, DBE, LONDON

Right

"Around & About" {FH 116) was right
to cite a "curious reference” in Eliot Cohen's
Supreme Command to an International
Churchill Society which "embodies the
kind of hero worship that most historians
ingtinctively reject.” Show me one great
person who did not engage in hero-wor-
ship. Heroes are guides and models for right
behavior and nobility of purpose. But wor-
ship in this context is a demeaning term,
for it suggests irrationality. | believe most
Churchillians share my view that his imper-
fections make Churchill a fit reminder that
we cannot use our own inadequacies as an
excuse for lack of accomplishment. We
study his life because of his unique admix-
ture of qualities and the way he put them at
the service, amid red-life challenges, of val-

!
f
|

stick! It is more unattractive than the Suther-
land! | note the implication that my grandfa-
ther actualy sat for this inferior artist. Do we
have any evidence to substantiate this?
WINSTON S. CHURCHILL, LONDON

Joy
Curt Zoller's article on Bourke Cock-
ran (#115) was most welcome. Cockran
seemed prominent in young Winston's life
but | had no idea what he was about. And
Robert Courts is only 23? If only we could
clone him we would never have to worry
about future leadership! | wish Chris
Hanger's articles weren't over. Our meetings
won't be the same without him. He redly
took care of people who were alone at the
Alaska conference. | aways appreciate the
book reviews. "On War Crimes" was excdl-
lent. "Winstony Blair" is disgusting.
JM MACK, FAIRFIELD, OHIO

Non-Elites

Seeing the results of the reader survey
{FH 116) reminded me that | never re-
sponded, but | concur with the favorable
feedback. As for the "dlitism" charge, | have
been to five or six conferences and have not
found an dlitist attitude. | do prefer the
black tie, top-drawer approach that has
characterized our conferences. As for future
conferences, how about Cuba? Could be a
blast, and since we don't have any "hosts," |
would be glad to help. Finally, on the Spode
article, | have aUSA design pitcher that has
Patent 130618 on the bottom—so they
succeeded in patenting it after all.

RICHARD D. BATCHELDER, BOSTON

L earned
I would like to thank you for involving
students in the 19th International

Churchill Conference. Although | speak
only for mysdf, |1 know al my peers were

grateful for the myriad things we learned.
In my view, two premises underpinned the
tainment, he continues to inspire us. conference: First, that Winston Churchill's

TOM PAZZI, WASHINGTON life is still relevant today and will continue
] to be in the foreseesble future. Second, that
Horror people who believe in Churchill's relevance

Finest Hour is published quarterly by The
Churchill Centre and International Churchill
Societies, which offer various leves of support
in their respective currencies. Membership
gpplications should be sent to the appropriate
offices on page 2. Permission to mail at non-
profit rates in USA granted by the United
States Postal Service, Concord, NH, permit
no. 1524. Copyright 2003. All rights reserved.
Designed and edited by Dragonwyck Publish-
ing Inc. Production by New England Foil
Stamping Inc. Printed by Reprographics Inc.
Made in U.SA.
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Churchill Centre Associates (listed on page 2). !

|

J ues we share. Whatever our individual at-

|

|

What a horror, the picture on the cover | have aresponsibility to communicate it. As

of FH 115 by Bernard Hailstone! | was ap- | @ student, | accept the first point as a
palled that such a monstrosity exists, let | Premise and the second as a challenge. The

i alone on the cover of Finest Hour*. It isan ! conference energized me to spread the word
. ugly, tenth rate work, and the artist appears | Within my sphere of influence. | thank you
even to have liberally applied bright red lip- | for broadening our horizons, and I~ »>
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challenge the Centre to continue the
search for "glowworms' of al eras.
BRIAN GUNIA, WASHINGTON UNIV. IN ST. LOUIS

Semantics
The list of WSC's politica offices
in FH 114:46 was extremely useful.
However, he was not actually head of
government when Prime Minister. This
is the Sovereign's prerogative, hence
"Her Mgesty's government." Churchill
was aways careful to respect this. In-
deed the post of Prime Minister was
only officidly recognised by a place in
the Order of Precedence in 1905. The
term originated as a pejorative reference
to over-ambitious Cabinet members!
ALEX CROUCHER, LONDON

Editor's response: Paul Courtenay
and | believe it's a question of seman-
tics, since "Head of Government”" is
widely used to distinguish the Head of
[Her Mgesty's] Government from Her
Majesty. Paul writes, "the PM is Head
of Government, even though he is act-
ing on behalf of the Head of State."
Quite right about the Order of Prece-
dence: it was not until 1905 that the
First Lord of the Treasury was officidly
recognized as "Prime Minister," though
the term had long been used in what
was technically an informal way.

Prescience
Enclosed is a photocopy of page
228 from Churchill's The World Crisis,
vol. I, part 1 (1927) in which he men-
tions, with regard to the American con-
stitution, "the legidatures of fifty Sover-
eign States..." Since hewrote thisin the
1920s, we have to put this down as an-
other example of Winston Churchill's
unimitated prescience!
WAYNE BRENT, CULVER CITY, CALIF.

Eighty-Nine
In "Cruising Speed” {FH 116) you
commend a man of 80 for writing like a
man of 40. The man of 80 shouldwrite
better than a man of 40. Now a man of
89,1 was taught English in school.
JERRY MCcCUE, LEXINGTON, MASS.

Editor's response: On reflection, Jerry,
you're spot on! | stand corrected.

@ The Centre: President's Letter

his is an exciting time—The Churchill Centre is

on the cusp of great events and noble endeavors.
We are entering an era of aggressve expansion among
young and old dike, buttressed by a central profes-
sond administrative structure actively supported by
an engaged Board of Governors. What then can we
expect in 2003 and beyond?

Younger generations are our top priority.
Initiatives are aready blooming. A solid working rela
tionship has been established with the Intercollegiate Studies Institute. Our
webdte (winstonchurchill.org) offers the "Churchill Classroom,” an innova
tive educational opportunity. Student participation will be a Sgnificant fea
ture of our annual conferences. The Centre will continue to provide hundreds
of our "Study History!" posters to anyone who requests one.

The Centre's dlied organizations and academic advisers will be asked
to become more deeply involved in introducing high school and callege stu-
dents to Churchill's example and enduring legacy. When financing becomes
available, | will recommend that the Centre employ a Director of Student
Affars afull time gaff position whose sole responsibility will be to manage
and expand our student relationships.

Emphas's on the young does not mean deemphasis of the things we
do now. Our annual conference will remain the most prestigious gathering of
Churchillians from around the world. The next three venues—Bermuda,
Portsmouth/Normandy and Quebec City—underscore the redlity that the
Centre has no national boundaries. Finest Hour will remain the centerpiece of
our communication efforts, followed by an increasingly utilized website. To
supplement these magor endeavors we will frequently publish Chartwell
Bulletins focusing on current activities of the Centre and its allies.

Generating new initiatives and programs is one thing; transforming
them into substance is quite another. Volunteer management, no matter how
energetic and well meaning—and ours is absolutely superb—operating on a
modest income stream and dependent on the annual generosity of hundreds,
smply won't permit the Centre to reach its full and desired potential.

The Governors have moved boldly to address these matters. | have
asked Richard Langworth and Laurence Geller to head our aggressve
"Campaign D-Day," to conclude in 2004 at our conference in Portsmouth.
The campaign's god reaches into the seven-figure range. It sounds ambitious,
and it is; but it iswithin our reach. The funds will support the programs ear-
lier described; most significantly, they will position the Centre to purchase a
permanent home in Washington, D.C. Obvioudly this campaign is a mgor
but necessary undertaking. Participation by dl is a prerequisite to its success.

On January 1¢ The Churchill Centre took a huge step towards a long
cherished god: its own quarters and daff. No longer will our administration
be conducted from studies, basements, and living rooms of volunteers. Our
office on the third floor of 1150 17th Street in downtown Washington is
open for business. Dan Myers, an accomplished association executive and
avid Churchillian, is now our Executive Director. He is as eager to begin as
we—s0 much so that your Executive Committee met there on January 7th

and 8th before the paint dried.

This, then, is our challenge. The next few
years will be truly exciting. If we persevere, we will lay
a solid foundation for even grester things to come.
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QUOTATION OF THE SEASON
"| have dways urged fighting wars and other contentions with might and main till overwhelmi ng
victory, and then offering the hand of friendship to the vanquished. Thus | have aways heen
against the Pacifists during the quarrel, and against the Jingoes at its close.”

—WSC, My Early life, 1930: Englisk Edition, pege 346.

The Churchill Centre Moves to Washington
William C. Ives Is President

Daniel N. Myers I's Executive Director
Laurence Geller Is Vice Chairman of the Board

WASHINGTON, D.C, JANUARY 1S— The |

dream of a lifetime came true today as
Daniel N. Myers, The Churchill Cen-
tre's new executive director, moved into
Suite 307 at 1150 17th Street, N.W. in
central Washington: the new home of
The Churchill Centre in the heart of
the nation's capital.

Located across the street from the
National Geographic Society and just a
few blocks from the White House and

major government offices, the 900

square foot headquarters will house the
executive director's office, a conference
room, and the first "Wendy and Emery
Reves Library," supported by TCC
honorary member Wendy Reves. The

telephone number will be the familiar :

888-WSC-1874, transferred from Lor-
raine Horn, whose long and loya ser-
vice has been greatly appreciated by dl
past presidents and members.

Daniel Myers, who brings crucia
qualifications to the job (see "Eminent

FINEST HOUR ii7/6

. communities. All
’ membership, events, accounting, ad-

Churchillians,” page 13) will be the
Centre's chief representative in Wash-
ington, its eyes and ears at events, and
the vital link between our many activi-
ties and the international and academic
CC operations—

ministration, Churchill Stores and the
Book Club, records and minutes—will
be centered in the Washington office.

This is the most ambitious step we
have ever taken, and we cannot mini-
mize the importance of having someone
"on the spot" in the optimum location
for an American institution devoted to
preserving the Churchill legacy for fu-
ture generations.

In Virginia on September 21st, the
Board of Governors elected William
Ives President, replacing John Plump-
ton, who has ably served in that role for
the past three years and who continues
as a Governor and webmaster. Among
other initiatives, lves is reviving the
Chartwell Bulletin as the Centre's num-

' ber two publication, using it to keep

members up to date and to supplement
Finest Hour. A President's Letter (page
5) will become a familiar fixture of our
publications.

Laurence Geller, longtime member,
Churchill Centre Associate, and mem-
ber of the "Number Ten Club" of lead-
ing donors, has a distinguished business
and philanthropic career (see "Eminent
Churchillians"). His personal support
of the Centre is now supplemented by
his heading up "Campaign D-Day,"
which will be fully described in the next

Chartwell Bulletin.

The support of you, our members,
in reaching these key goas has been
priceless. We could not have done it




without your steady renewas (over
80% renew, a third of them at above-
minimum rates), your support of our
Heritage Fund drives, and the nearly
100 of you who have become Churchill
Centre  Associates, contributing
$10,000 or more to our endowment.
We express thanks by showing that your
investment has been a good one. "We
may alow oursdves a brief period of
thanksgiving."

On Objectivity

Tom Pazz's |etter (page 4) reminds
us that The Churchill Centre is not,
cannot afford to be, a house of worship.
Over the years we have welcomed or
published the views of numerous crit-
ics, among them John Charmley, Sir
Robert Rhodes James, Paul Addison,
Ted Wilson, John Ramsden, and War-
ren Kimball. We sometimes disagree
profoundly with what they've had to
say—and they with each other!

One has only to turn to our last
issue to find a frank appraisal of
Churchill's silence over the Rhineland
in 1936; or to our most recent Proceed-
ings to find Clifford Orwin arguing
with Kirk Emmert over Churchill on
India, saying WSC's approach was "a
caxe of wishful thinking." Among our
articles leading up to the "Personality of
the Century" was one {FH 104) offer-
ing reasons "Why the Choice Will Not
Be Unanimous." Our Internet Listserv
resounds with critics; the editor even
contributed a list of eighteen things
Churchill should have done differently.

John Ramsden's new book, Winston
Churchill and His Legend since 1945,
notes on page 571: "In dl of this the
ICS [as we are known in the UK] has
been anxious to foster study of
Churchill's life and significance in the
round, rather than simply providing
further evidence for the man's admirers.
In the same way, Finest Hour [praise
omitted] has not been afraid of rocking
the boat either." In his preface Ramsden
mentions attending our 1995 Boston
conference, where we "gathered to hon-
our the sacred memory—but aso to
discuss it seriously and to listen to some
fairly tough academic papers on the
subject.”

Our attitude has dways been that
Churchill's faults were on a grand scae,
but his virtues far outweigh his faults.
Those who see no virtues at dl will for-
ever accuse us of idolatry. We can do
nothing about them. But we must try
adways to study Churchill "in the
round,” as Professor Ramsden says we
do. To quote Professor Addison: "Para-
doxicaly, | adways think it diminishes
Churchill for him to be regarded as
super-human."”

"Winston S. Churchill,"
by Martin Driscoll
Oil on Canvas Still Avallable

Martin Driscoll's
brilliant painting
of Churchill in
1941 was com-
missioned by The
Churchill Centre
for the Churchill
suite on the Queen
Mary in Long
Beach, and 100
high quality oil-
on-canvas
ductions, signed and numbered by the
artist, have been commissioned. About
forty are left, and members are urged to
order them while they can. Five years
from now we will be receiving plaintive
requests for a sold-out item!

How to order: Please sdlect the ver-
sion you require (prices are in US$).

Type A: The 16x20 canvas (with
generous border material), carefully
packed and shipped in a sturdy roll:
$185 postpaid in the USA, $205 post-
paid in Canada.*

Type B: The canvas stretched over

framing, $225 postpaid in the USA,
$245 postpaid in Canada.*

Type C: The stretched canvas in a
fine antique gold frame (see attached
i photograph), $395 postpaid in the
USA, $415 postpaid in Canada*

*Qutside North America: order by
visa or mastercard, and we will charge
the exact cost of air parcel post.

Order from: The Churchill Cen-

i tre, 1150 Seventeenth Street, N.W., |
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repro-

a handmade hardwood frame, ready for

DATELINES

Suite 312, Washington DC 20036, tel.
(888) WSC-1874, e-mail to Daniel
Myers, dymers@winstonchurchill.org.

Cigar Smoker
of Millennium

NEW YORK, DECEMBER [Hfi
1S— Marvin Shan-
ken's splendid maga-
zine of the Good

aficionado

Life, Cigar Afi-
cionado, has de
clared Winston

Churchill "Cigar Smoker of the Millen-
nium and Man of the Century," after a
four-month poll of its online readership
involving 7500 people. Following
Churchill (in order) were the cast of the
"Sopranos,” John F. Kennedy, Jack
Nicholson, and Demi Moore. The top
ten were rounded out by Fidd Castro,
Raguel Welch, Claudia Schiffer, Rush
Limbaugh, and former New York
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani.

"Has anyone ever embodied the
pleasures of cigar smoking more than
he did?" the editors asked. "Has any-
one ever seen a photograph  of
Churchill without his constant com-
panion? [Well, yes, but keep going!] As

i one of our historical profiles of him

noted, he even had a high-altitude oxy-
gen mask modified so that while he was
flying, he could have acigar." Churchill
thus earned the right to be the first re-
peat cover subject in the magazine's ten
years of existence.

Painting asa Pastime Returns
DELRAY BEACH, FLORIDA, NOVEMBER 21ST—
The editor and publisher of Finest Hour
visited Levenger president Steven Lev-
een and his colleagues at their head-
quarters today to thank them for their
fine new edition of Painting as a Pas-
time, copies of which we will be sending
major supporters of the Centre.

The Levenger Press edition features
something not found in other editions:
a foreword by Lady Soames. Bound in
navy blue leather with gold foil letter-
ing, the edition includes reproductions
of 10 of the paintings from the original,
and they are interleaved throughout the

continued over|leaf




Painting as a Pastime: The new navy blue
leather limited edition by Levenger is agem.

story. (Although earlier editions contain
more color plates, they are bunched in
the back rather than presented individ-
ualy.) Bibliographer Ronald Cohen
tells us this is the second American edi-
tion, following the Gump's limited edi-
tion of 1985. (The McGraw Hill 1950
American production was an "issue" of
the first English edition.)

The Levenger executive team was
keenly interested in The Churchill Cen-
tre, and is considering other items of
Churchilliana they might add to their
line, which presently includes a limited
edition Conway Stewart fountain pen
and exact replicas of the Best Ltd.
Lamps used at Chartwell. Some very
promising idess were discussed, and we
believe this was the start of a mutually
beneficial relationship. We are most
grateful to Mr. Leveen and his col-
leagues for their interest in our work.

Levenger's 62-page, 5x7-inch book
is printed in two-color on a cream stock
and comes gift boxed. It is available
from Levenger for $39.95 plus ship-
ping. Click Levengerpress.com or call
1-800-544-0880 to order.

A Loss to the Senate

ATLANTA, GA., NOVEMBER 4TH— Senator
Max Cleland (D.-Ga.), longtime CC
member and one of the most know-

ledgeable Churchillians in public office,
lost his bid for reelection tonight in the
United States mid-term elections.

DATELINES

At a Washington dinner for the
present Winston Churchill following
his address to the National Press Club
in October 2001 (FH 112:14), Senator
Cleland spoke off the cuff about Sir
Winston, impressing us with his fault-

less quotations and his precise knowl- !

edge of the Churchill saga.
Winston Churchill said, "In war

[ you can only be killed once—but in

politics, many times!" The Senate is the
poorer for the departure of a patriot
who has twice served his country with

- distinction and sacrifice. What General

Bindon Blood said of young Winston is
certainly appropriate in his case. "He
made himself useful at a critical mo-
ment." Finest Hour wishes Senator Cle-
land well, and hopes to have the plea
sure of his company at more memo-
rable meetings in the future. —Ed.

Battle of

Britons
LONDON, NO-
VEMBER 25TH—
Winston
Churchill was
voted the
greatest Briton
ever in aBBC
poll today,

i~

beating Victo-
rian engineer Isambard Kingdom
Brunei, who finished second, and

Princess Diana, who came in third. The

result marked the conclusion of a poll
in which viewers cast their votes by tele-
phone or email from a BBC list of of
100 significant people. Churchill had
447,423 votes, beating Brunei by more
than 56,000; Diana received 222,055.
Next in line were Charles Darwin,
William Shakespeare, Isaac Newton,
Elizabeth 1, John Lennon, Horatio Nel-
son and Oliver Cromwell, the BBC
said. Brunei outpolled the likes of Eliza-
beth | and Shakespeare following a con-
certed effort by students of Brunei Uni-
versity in London. Individuals could
vote more than once and many did—
but so did the Churchillians.
Churchill's success was good news
for the man who once noted of his fd-
low countrymen: "They are the only
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people who like to be told how bad
things are, who like to be told the
worst." While the poll reinforced
Churchill's legacy in Britain, Reuters
was quick to note that he "still divides
people across the world. U.S. President
George Bush said Churchill was 'a con-
stant reminder of what a great leader is
like." However, a German historian last
week branded Churchill a ‘war crimi-
nal' after he sanctioned bombing civil-
ian population centres during the war."
While pleased with the results,
some Churchillians considered the
polling method farcical and the array of
choices uneven, equating Diana and
Lennon with Nelson and Cromwell.
However, the UK Churchill Society re-
ceived huge publicity, "more than from
anything else we've done" according to
chairman Nigel Knocker, and has
begun picking up members as a result.
"A year from now, not one person
in a thousand will remember the poll,
and not one in five thousand will re-
member that Diana or Lennon were in
it,” remarked CC governor Jm Lane.
"But Winston Churchill will still be
'The Greatest Briton of Them All' by
| proclamation of the ‘venerable, unim-
‘ peachable BBC When we think of
Churchill we do not dwell on the fact
| that he was thrown out of office at the
“ war's end in favor of Attlee—we re-
member him as the man who won that
war, or a any rate did not lose it. How
many votes did Clement Attlee get?'

DonateYour Air Miles

WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 3ST— If you have
accumulated "frequent flyer" miles,
please consider donating them to The
Churchill Centre. This has aready
worked for some of our local organizers,
who have brought speakers they could
not otherwise afford from afar to be
heard by local gatherings. For confer-
[ ences, the Centre uses your miles to
bring outstanding speakers from
around the world very long distances to
our events. At this time we particularly
need air miles from British Airways and
Delta. Please contact CC executive Di-
! rector Dan Myers at our toll-free num-
‘ ber, 888-WSC-1874.

continued overleaf
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Walter
Weiss,
RIP

WHITE PLAINS,
NY, OCTOBER
BH—Thele-
gendary
maitre d'hotel
a the "21"
Club, who
juggled tycoons, movie stars and politi-
cians to answer a terrifying question—
who gets the best table and who goes to
Siberia>—died today aged 80. At a
restaurant that prizes its history as a
Prohibition-era speskeasy, with a clien-
tele as old and valued as the antique
toys hanging from the Bar Room ceil-
ing, Mr. Weiss was in charge of seating
for more than forty of his fifty-four
years there. He set the pecking order for
the rich, powerful and not infrequently
pompous diners who regard 21 West
52nd Street as club, fraternity house
and first-aid station. There was no ap-
pealing his decisions, and considerable
thought went into them.

Walter Joseph Weiss was born in
Vienna on 27 June 1922. Fleeing
Hitler, he came to New York when he
was 16, and sent for his parents and

brother ayear later. He worked at many |

jobs, and first came to "21" to deliver
pastries, according to an interview with
TheNew York Timesin 1985-

Of dl the famous people he served
at "21," Winston Churchill might have
been the one he admired the most, Mrs.
Weiss said. In his nervousness, Weiss
dropped four pheasants at Churchill's
feet. After an eternal second of silence,
Churchill laughed and helped clean up.

—Douglas Martin
in TheNew York Times, 150ct02
Photo by Philip Greenberg, NYT

No, ABC—He Did Not
Have Alzheimer's

NEW YORK, AUGUST 9TH— The Churchill
Centre's Rapid Response Team went
back into action tonight after the ABC
Evening News with Charles Gibson led
with a story on the announcement by
Charlton Heston that he had a neuro-

contmued overleaf i

éiChurchlll and Europe His Fina View

el "Datelines’ last issue ("Common Market Nyet," page 7) we reported
art|cle in-the Daily Mail quoting Field Marshal Montgomery, who stated in-
“1962 that he had found Churchill "protesting against Britain's proposed entry
';'|nto the. Common Market." We wish to record that Montgomery's statemient. -
gfnot onIy took advantage of a private conversation with an old man who had-
‘only recently sustained a bad accident and had flown home for an operation; .-
‘it also misrepresented Churchill's views. Lady Soameswrites: "What | remember
clearly is that not only my father, but al of us—particularly my mother—were" .
“outraged by Monty's behaviour, and he was roundly rebuked.” (See also
- Sir Martin Gilbert, Winston S. Churchill, vol. 8, London: Heinemann, 1988,
“p.-1337). _ .

In his memoir, Long Sunset, Sir Winston's longtime private secretary
and CC honorary member Sir Anthony Montague Browne writes that
Montgomery's statement "was not an invention, but a serious misinterpretation .
of an old and sick man's views___Consulting nobody, | immediately released to

-the press a statement of WSC's views on the subject that he had embodied in a
private and unpublished letter to his Constituency Chairman, Mrs. Moss, in
August 1961." Extracting from the statement, on pages 273-74 of Long Sunset:

"For many years, | have believed that measures to promote European
unity were ultimately essential to the well-being of the West. In a speech at
Zurich in 1946,1 urged the creation of the European Family, and | am some-
times given credit for stimulating the ideals of European unity which led to the
formation of the economic and the other two communities. In the aftermath of
the Second World War, the key to these endeavours lay in partnership between
France and Germany. At that time this happy outcome seemed a fantasy, but it
is now accomplished, and France and West Germany are more intimately linked
than they have ever been before in their history. They, together with Italy,
Belgium, Holland and Luxembourg, are welding themselves into an organic
whole, stronger and more dynamic than the sum of its parts. We might well play
agreat part in these developments to the profit not only of ourselves, but of our

European friends dso___| think that the Government are right to apply to join
the European Economic Community, not because | am yet convinced that we
shall be able to join, but because there appears to be no other way by which we
can find out exactly whether the conditions of membership are acceptable.”

Admittedly, "this was a fence-sitting letter... . The milk-and-water con-
tents did not get anyone anywhere, but it took the heat off and pacified both
Macmillan and the Euro-antis. Now the whole scenario is so out of date asto
render the letter irrelevant, which on the whole is the least of severd evils."

Sir Anthony concludes: "WSC believed more in the 'Special
Relationship' with the U.S. than in Europe, but he did not think that one
excluded the other. Moreover, the Commonwealth, or at least the old
Commonwealth, was not then the charade it has now become....If Britain had
taken the initiative before the Treaty of Rome in 1957 things might have been
different. WSC had reproached the Labour Government for their indecision at
that time. If he had been able with all his old fire and eloquence to lead Britain
into Europe, the country might have been persuaded that our interests redly did
lie in that direction. But we would have to have been the founders and the lead-
ers, not the aspirant candidate of later years, hoping that we would not be black-
balled. Then our pole position might have caught the public imagination. But |
dont think WSC would have wanted to do it."

We quote these passages at some length to record what is known
regardl ng Churchill's final views on this matter. Nevertheless, as we have often .
_emphasr zed: it is impossible to judge how current choices before the UK visa
vis the European Union would be viewed by Winston Churchill. And to quote
'Sir Anthony 'improper use should not be made of him."
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NO, ABC continued...

logical disease related to Alzheimer's
(AD). Gibson went on to note others |
who suffered from AD, naming |
Churchill among them. ‘

John Mather, M.D., who has spent
years researching Churchill's medical
history, replied for The Churchill Cen-
tre: "Churchill did not suffer from
Alzheimer's Disease (AD). He had
multi-infarct mini-strokes which are as-
sociated with a progressive and mild de-
mentia. He did not experience anything
like the ravages of progressive AD de-
spite his steady decline over the last
three to five years of his life.

"I will not recount what happens
with AD victims; it is very bad, not
only for sufferers but those around
them, who are usualy devastated emo-
tionally and exhausted by the need for [
constant physical care. For example, |
most AD sufferers are mental ‘wander-
ers; it is clear that Churchill was not a
‘wanderer,' nor was he unable to recog- ‘
nize friends and family. I

"He was, however, mildly de- l|

pressed in his later years and was some-
times photographed in a wheelchair
staring at space. While this was painful
for his family, his problem was not
Alzheimer's. A close member of Sr
Winston's family explained to me that
he had good days when the weather was
fine and the barometric pressure low—
often experienced by patients with
'mini-strokes and poor blood supply to
the brain. Those with AD have no
‘good days at all.

"Sir Winston died of a stroke (the
third or fourth in his life), which was
secondary to 'hardening' of his arteries
(atherosclerosis): also related, remark-
ably, to a normal blood pressure for his
age. Deterioration of the blood supply
to his brain was the problem, and ac- :
counts for his dowly developing cogni-
tive dissonance or mild dementia.”

Member Adverts

WANTED: Churchill commemorative |
coins, particularly from Belize, Brazil, |
Chile, Cyprus, Maawi, Swaziland, Tris-
tan Da Cunha, etc. Also want the
Guernsey gold £25 commemorative. J
Want to hear from anyone having |

T
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CHURCHILL CALENDAR

Local -events organizers: please send upcoming event notices to the editor for pesting here.
’ If address and email is not stated below, look for it on inside front cover.

January-May: Washington Society for Churchill events during this period will .in-
clude a John Lukacs book discussion and signing of hisbook Churchill: Visionary.
Satesman. Historian; and ad|nner with either Jack Kemp or Peggy: Noonan as
spesker. Venue possibilities are George Washington Univeisity, the Veterans of For-
eign Wars building, -or the Army and Navy CIub Locd members WI|| be advrsed

10 14 March ICS (UK) Vrst to Malta(detals maled separately)

29 March:: ICS (UK) Visit to Mrnterne House Dorset, home of the eerly Churchrlls
= hosted by geneeiog|st Elrzabeth SneII

12Aprll |cs (UK) Annual Genera Meetlng, Blenhaim Paace e
: ContactICS (UK) addre&on pagez o .

August Nevv Hampshrre prcnrc and book d|scusson New England Churchrllrans

6-9 November Twentreth Internat|onal Churchrll Conference HamHton Bermuda
~-Contact David Bolér, UK, tel, (01892) 871289, dawd@boleronlrnecomor
Randy Barber, Canada, teI (905) 201 6687, rendy barber@cbsgov on ca

' - 2004
24 29 September Twenty Afirgt International Church|II Conference, Portsmouth and
Normandy, possibly éxtended.a week (to follow the route of Allied-armies: through
' northwest Europe to Berlin. Contact ICS (UK). e

: knowledge of Churchill commemora-

tive coins of other nations as well.
Devoy White (senex32@earthlink.net),
telephone 916-944-7855.

Churchill and Eisenhower
BLETCHLEY PARK, BUCKS, NOVEMBER 1ST—
The bond between Great Britain, the
United States and two wartime |eaders
was commemorated by Bletchley Park
Post Office with a special coin cover
featuring Winston Churchill and
Dwight Eisenhower. Against the back-
drop of the Union Hag, Stars and
Stripes and D-Day landings Churchill
and Eisenhower look out on a world
that owes so much to their leadership.
The cover aso depicts Britain's
1965 Churchill Crown and the USA's
1976 Eisenhower Silver Dallar. To-
gether they represent so much more
with their facing images symbolising
the bond of friendship between these
men and their nations. A mint set of
Roya Mail 1974 Churchill Centenary

| stamps was cancelled with an exclusive

postmark featuring Blenheim Palace.
The cover was part of a Bletchley

Park celebration of the life of Winston
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Churchill. Called "Blenheim to Bletch-
ley," it traces his life from birth to inter-
national acclaim as a wartime leader.
The work of Bletchley Park code break-
ers provided Churchill with the infor-
mation essential to decisive action.

Just 100 of the double coin cover
will be issued at £75 (£65 to ICS mem-
bers) A single Churchill Crown version
will be available for £25. Proceeds will
go to support the work of Bletchley
Park Trust in preserving this historic
site. Details can be obtained through
the website www.bletchleycovers.com
or from Bletchley Park Post Office, The
Mansion, Bletchley Pak, Milton
Keynes, MK 3 6EB, England.

Heritage Fund Addendum
LAUREL, MD., DECEMBER 10TH— Because of
an error in our database we omitted the
name of John Plumpton, who donated
$1000 to the Heritage Fund Drive in
2001. The list of donors appeared on
the back page of the 2002 Heritage
Fund brochure recently mailed to
members in the United States. Our
apologies from The Churchill Centre
gaff. —Lorraine C. Horn
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Errata FH116

Page' 36_.:_ We apol og| ze for

'__QUr

e Paged: The date on "75 Yeas. Ago" Should of course be Autumn 1927 'not
Autumn 1902 and WSC S age shouId be 52, .not 27.- -
- ) "Fi ona chhardson" read "F|ona Reynol dsori

ice. mangllng the name of Pam WooU|scroft
& Spode M useum, Trust curator, who assisted with.the: prtcher artlcle_. 3
e ine lines up from.the last line: the
omltted The Sentence shouId read: "the eldest son of aduke marquess or earl |s
known by hrsfathers second t|tIe unt|l he hrmself succeeds ' :

heword second was m|stakenty

Local & National Events

Washington-Delmarva

BURKE, VA, JULY 2sT— Finest Hour editor
and publisher Richard and Barbara
Langworth were the guests of the Wash-
ington Society for Churchill's annual
picnic and book discussion on one of
the hottest days of the year (but we kept
cool indoors with air). This year's mod-
estly sdected "book" was dl of
Churchill's writings, but Richard spoke
largely of The River War and The Second
World War, with al their implications
and sound advice applicable to present-
day drife. A lively Q& A developed, and
agood time was had by all.

Chicago

NOVEMBER ZND— The Winston S.
Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
held their meeting at the historic Union
League Club in downtown Chicago.
The private club was selected because
Churchill spoke there to a crowd of
about 1500 in 1932. The evening
began with members talking over cock-
tails prior to dining on salmon and

Principals: L-R Robat Cushav, Amb. Pau
Robinson, Phil and Sue Larson, CC Seordary
Doug Russl, Exenutive Director Dan Myers

Chicken Wellington. Susan Larson in-
troduced the speaker, Her Mgesty's
Genera Consul Robert Culshaw; hon-
orary member Ambassador Paul Robin-
son; CC Secretary Douglas Russdll; and
CC Executive Director Dan Myers.
Philip Larson offered a history of
Churchill's visit to the club in 1932.
Mr. Culshaw spoke on "Leadership
Through Peril," highlighting the way
current leaders are using Churchill as an
example, and offered his thoughts on
how Churchill might have felt about
current communication methods like
email. Mr. Culshaw spoke for nearly an
hour and then fielded questions from
the floor. As is the custom of the
Chicago Friends, a display table held
Churchill collectibles brought by mem-
bers to share. The Larsons aso assem-
bled a presentation of memorabilia re-
lating to the 1932 Churchill visit. It in-
cluded the origina flyer for the event,
Chicago Tribune articles, and a photo of
the then Consul General with WSC.
The materia was the result of Philip's
research for an article he is writing for
FH on Churchill's visits to Chicago. As
aways, al members raised a glass to
toast the great man on his birthday.

New England

BOSTON, NOVEMBER 30TH—
New England Churchillians
celebrated Churchill's 128th
birthday with their tradi-
tional black tie dinner at the
elegant College Club on
Commonwealth  Avenue.
The speaker was Professor
Klaus Larres, who spoke on

Bus. th (907) 786-4740.; Em:

.CALGARY .ck BrIIrngton Presdent
The Rt

'Re; tol. (403) 249°5016; Enfa rrckb@bursallcom

fENGLAND NORTH "Dérek Gr

Res tel . (

-FLORIDA Merlrn Olson N
-213 CeIebratlon Road; Célébration FL 34747

<2364 Beechwood Dr|ve Adanta GA 30062 S

-42'Dudley ‘Lane; Milton MA 02186
_Ra tel (617) 696 18

continued over | eaf;

-_Local Contact's' o

_Contact theﬂe Churchlll Centre reports or |ndepen
dent organlzatrons if you : are interested in attendlng

or hostlng IocaJ Churchlll actlvrtres in your area’

'ALASKA Judlth &er Muier,

2410 GaleNood <, Anchorage AK _99508 o
| _afjwm@uaaataekaedu

. Sir Winston Spenicer Churchill Socray
dge Drive, Cdgary Alberta T3E 5N7...

CALIFORNIA NOR Mlchael Barrmgton

"1CS (UK) Northern’ Chapter Farrrers Cottage'
Station Rgad,- Knareﬁborough
_)_=863225

Res th (407) 566 0422 maI molson@dcoom' .

GEORGIA Gary Garrrson

Res el (770) 509: 54

). Emal ocsgary@bellsouth na

New England Churchrlllans e

Emarl ﬁgman@attbr oom .

NEW YORK aTY: Ritad. Yale Kraier 320 Central
Pak’ Wes New' York NY 10025 )
Res teI (212) 787 3741 Emarl rbkramer@nyc rr.com

_OHIO Mlchael McMenamrn : ’
1300 Términa Tower, Cleveland OH 44113 2253
Bus tcl. (216) 781 1212 Emal mtm@wdterhav com

TORONTO Norm & Jean. Ma:Leod
Other’ Club of Ontario "

16 Glcnlaura Court, Ashburn ON LGB lAO :

Ra teI (905) 655 4051 Email: ]eana@drrect com -

VANCOUVER: Chrrs& Dorothy Hebb o

The Rt.-Hon. Sir Winston Spencer Churchill Society
Se'1700, 1111 W. GeorglaSt Vancouver BC V6E 4M 3
Tel (604) 209-6400. Email: cavell_capitd @telusnet -

WASHINGTON DELMARVA Caroline Harrzler '
Washington Society for Churchill

5956 Coopers Landing Court, Burke VA 22015

Res tel. (703) 503-9226. Email: (Harrzlcrer@aol.com)
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New England...

his new book, Churchill and the Cold

War. Dr. Lares is Jean Monnet Profes-
sor in European Foreign and Security

Policy at Queen's University in Belfast, * yoting in general elections but the life of the couch potato is a more or

Northern Ireland. He is presently on
sabbatical as the Henry A. Kissinger
Professor in Foreign Policy and Interna-

!
I

tional Relations at the Library of Con- -

gress in Washington.
Although his book is thick (not as

formidable as it looks—almost a third

notes!), Klaus Larres is a humorous and
lively speaker who makes interesting
points: Churchill's postwar search for a
"summit,” far from the ramblings of a
senile old man grasping to retain power,
was in his view an extension of WSC's
idea of personal diplomacy that traces

back to his proposed meeting with Tir-

pitz to solve Anglo-German problems
in 1914; Churchill's speech of 11 May
1953, cdling for a "summit" after the
death of Stalin, was his most important
postwar speech after Fulton. Larres aso
spoke eruditely about the 1953
Bermuda Summit, Churchill's first and
last after the war, the subject and venue
for next year's Churchill Conference.

Klaus Larres believes that Eisen-
hower's rapid transit from adamant re-

jection of summit conferences to the

1955 Geneva summit just a few months
after Churchill retired was mainly due
to West Germany's having been inte-
grated into NATO in May of that yesr,
which was why, Larres thinks, Eisen-
hower resisted earlier meetings. Ike's
turnaround, he adds, had less to do
with his fear that Sir Winston might
"give away the store,” although that was

, addressed seventy-five people and an-
" nounced a fund raising programme to °
; improve the landscaping around the

. Chancellor
: Toronto, and former Toronto Mayor .

afactor. Also, Eden plumped hard for a .

summit after becoming Prime Minister
and Eisenhower aso thought he was
obliging Eden: thus Ike's disappoint-
ment and anger when Eden took his
own line on Suez ayear or o later.

The evening was rounded out with
a delightful medley of World War 11
popular songs, from "The White Cliffs
of Dover" to "Lili Marlene,” by Derek
Lamb, who grew up during the Blitz.
We wound up with a rousing rendition
of "Therell Always Be an England.”

Churchill's Cold War, reviewed page
39, is available from the CC Book Club.

DATELINES

| (page 8) was mixed. The

/Comment on the BBC
_VvGreatest Britons poll

AROUND & ABOUT

satirical magazine Private Eyewrote: "British people may have stopped

less permanent ballot. Last weekend alone channel-hoppers got to
vote on the UK's single grestest person ever, thefive blokes forming
Peter Waterman's Xmas boy-band, and whether Goldie should be
the first kicked out of Celebrity Big Brother ....the credibility of
[the Greatest Briton] project could not have survived avictory for
Diana, adead Sloane who only entered British history in 1980, or Brune, his

cause inflated by organised voting at the college named after him and some expert pop-
ulist willy-waving by his advocate....So it was lucky for everyone that Churchill came
through at the last minute, an utterly boring and uncontroversial but historically correct
choice as, without him, this series would have been in German.” .... Author Mike Davis
in his new book, Dead Cities, claimed that Churchill pursued using anthrax-laden
bombs as afirgt-strike weapon against Nazi Germany. Mr. Daviss point, wrote Mark
Laswell, "isto show the murderous hypocrisy of Western leaders.” But, Laswell contin-
ued, The Guardian wrote that Davis based this "fact" on a 1987 article in the Bulletin
of the Atomic Scientists that pretended to know Churchill's mind; it was later authorita-
tively rebutted in the same journal. Historian John Keegan said, "Nobody responsible
thinks that Churchill intended to use anthrax againgt the Germans.” M>

Toronto concluded with Norm

OCTOBER 2ZFD— The Other Club of On- |
tario and the Churchill Society for the :
Advancement of Parliamentary Democ-
racy (CSAPD) commemorated the
25 th anniversary of the unveiling of the
Churchill statue in Nathan Phillips :
Square. CSAPD chairman Peter Russell | |

evening

Macleod, President of The Other Club
of Ontario, thanking the audience for
attending such an auspicious event.

M>

statue. He introduced Henry Jackman,
of the University of

and Ontario Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario David Crombie. who were in- | Toronto Speaker.s: Above, at the Toronto
. . ’ ' statue commemoration (1-r): Former Mayor
strumental in having the statue erected  payig crombie, Deputy Mayor Case Ootis,
in 1977. Toronto Deputy Mayor Case ' CSAPD's Peter Russdll and University of
Ootis joined the others in remarking on . Toronto Chancellor Henry Jackman. Below, at
the impact Churchill had on their lives. = the Roya Canadian Military Institute (1-r):
At the continuation of ceremonies , Terry and Fran Reardon of ICS Canada,
at the Roya Canadian Military Insti- | ggﬁlzgst::;rar:gnb;e?e};nRiglvmac and
tute, Terry Reardon of ICS Canada ‘! '
spoke of Sir Winton's visit to Toronto
in 1900 when he was just 26, and his |
lecture on Canadian contributions to
the Boer War. Next Ed Badovinac of
CSAPD spoke of Churchill's second
visit in 1919, when he addressed the -
Empire Club on current &fars of the :
Empire. On both occasions Churchill
was given standing ovations. The -
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