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Cover: "The Rt. Hon. Winston S. Churchill," by Sir William Orpen, 1916. "In my estimation, the finest por-
trait of my grandfather is by Orpen, painted in the year ater Churchill's dismissd as First Lord of the Admiralty.
The pain, desolation and uncertainty he was experiencing at that time is written dl over his face. He and the

world were convinced that his career in politics was finished." —Winston S Churchill. Story on page 44.
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Luetjensand Churchill
Thank you for covering the post-9/11
encounter of USS Winston S. Churchill with
the German warship Luetjensin Finest Hour
112. | checked the story with the German
Naval Attacheé in Washington, and thought
you would like a copy of his reply.
PROFESSOR C. R. HARMON, SEATTLE UNIVERSITY

(To Prof. Harmon) The encounter at
which the warship Luetjens rendered honors
to the Churchill and displayed the hand-
made sign, "We Stand by You' was con-
ceived by Luetjenss commanding officer,
Fregattenkapitan Michael Meding, and four
members of his crew, including the execu-
tive officer, Korvettenkapitan Michael Huf-
nagel, who had the idea. In Washington in
February 2002 they received a Capitol Flag,
sponsored by Congressman Gil Gutknecht
of Minnesota, and were welcomed by
Deputy Secretary of Defense Wolfowitz and
Secretary of the Navy England.

The Luetjens (named after Admiral
L uetjens who sank with the Bismarck) ren-
dered honors on 14 September 2001 in the
West English Channel at 49 Degr. 50.3
Mins. N., 5 Degr. 31.2 Mins. W, about 20
nautical miles southwest of Plymouth. Luet-
jens is one of three ships that the German
Navy acquired from the U.S. Navy: Luet-
jens and Moelders were commissioned in
1969 and Rommel in 1970. The latter was
decommissioned in 2000, Moelders in
2002, and Luetjenswill be the last to be de-
commissioned in 2003.

CAPT. LUTZ HELMRICH, GERMAN NAVY

What Would He Do?

| was intrigued by "lrag: What Would
Churchill Do?" (FH 116:7). Here is
Chuchill's revealing passage on Germany in
1935 (Chapter 8 of The Gathering Sorm):
"Even at this time a resolute decision upon
the authority, which could easily have been
obtained, of the League of Nations might
have arrested the whole process. Germany
either could have been brought to the bar at
Geneva and invited to give a full explana
tion and alow inter-Allied missions of in-
quiry to examine the state of her arma-
ments and military formations in breach of
the Treaty; or, in the event of refusa, the
Rhine bridgeheads could have been reoccu-
pied until compliance with the Treaty had
been secured, without there being any pos-

sibility of effective resistance or much likeli-
hood of bloodshed. In this way the Second
World War could have been prevented or at
least delayed indefinitely.”

I think this tracks recent U.S. policy:
(1) Seeking authority of the United Nations
supporting existing treaty commitments;
(2) Inviting Irag "to give a full explanation
and alow inter-Allied missions of inquiry
to examine the state of her armaments...in
breach of the Treaty"; and (3) Recognizing
that if Irag does not comply, the god be-
comes that Iraq be "reoccupied.” Other in-
terpretations might be given, but | believe
Churchill would have been even more res-
olute if Hitler had been on the verge of ob-
taining a nuclear weapon.

ANDREW]. GUILFORD,TRABUCO CANYON, CALIF.

Editor's response: It's pretty good anal-
ogy. Of course the other side is aso quoting
Churchill: "Jaw-jaw is better than war-war."
Like the Bible, you can dways find a pas-
sage to fit. In "Datelines' this issue, we
guote Alistair Cooke: "..most historical
analogies are fase because, however strik-
ingly similar a new situation may be to an
old one, there's usualy one element that is
different and it turns out to be the crucid
one. It may well be so here. All | know is
that dl the voices of the Thirties are echo-
ing through 2003."

Churchillian Inconsistency?

Next January marks the 125th anniver-
sary of the publication of Progress and
Poverty by Henry George, whose proposal
to tax land values instead of income was
part of the Libera Party's "People's Budget"
in 1909. George's proposa had few more
eloguent advocates than Churchill, but was
blocked by the House of Lords, whose
members were amongst the largest land
owners. Their rejection led to the 1911 Par-
liament Act, which ended the peers veto on
fiscd matters. (See" The People's Rights: Op-
portunity Lost?," Finest Hour 112. Ed.)

Ye as Chancellor of the Exchequer in
1924-29, Churchill failed to follow his ear-
lier precepts. Why? Could he have lost faith
in apolicy he so passionately preached as a
Liberd? Does any reader know? This is the
first question | intend asking Sir Winston
when | cross over the Styx and meet him on
the other side.

JAMES BELL, TILLICOULTRY, SCOTLAND &
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@ The Centre: President's Letter

For many of us, The Churchill Centre was founded to serve as the worldwide foca
point of interest in Winston Churchill: to asss "Churchillians'—critics and
admirers alike—in pursuing their varied interests in the people and events Churchill
touched during his unprecedented career as statesman, writer, spesker, painter, and
sage. We exist equally to awaken and mobilize the appreciation of Churchill and his
achievements which resides—however unrecognized—in vast numbers of people who
cherish liberty, and are willing to defend it.

Although headquartered in Washington,
D.C., the Centre is not a reincarnation of the now-dormant
International Churchill Society of the United States. The Centre is a
new entity with aworldwide mandate, international leadership and,
we hope and believe, universal appeal to anyone whose politica and
personal freedoms are of high importance.

This international aspect cannot be overemphasized—and that
_ is why our Board of Governors voted unanimously in January to
Foyer of The Churchill Centre offices Washington.  Internationalize” the spelling of our name. The Churchill Centre

has no national borders.

We boast members from scores of countries from India to Brazil, Denmark to Australia. Our imme-
diate past President is a Canadian. The chairman of our 2002 International Conference in Virginia was
British. Our 2003 Conference in Bermuda is co-chaired by a Canadian and a Briton. The 2004 Conference
will be in England and Normandy, and the 2005 Conference is scheduled for Quebec City. While the
majority of our funding does come from the United States, the Centre receives substantial financial support
from beyond American borders. Four of our academic advisers, our Patron, eeven of our Honorary
Members, two of our Trustees, and four of our Governors are not American citizens.

There are "fraterna organizations' besides The Churchill Centre, largdly in the English-speaking
world, which are deeply devoted to Sir Winston and to Churchillian ideals. Some have existed for decades,
developing a rich heritage of successful meetings, important scholarly material, oral history, and the nourish-
ment of close, rewarding and lasting friendships. These organizations and their activities have continually
supported the burgeoning interest in and devotion to the Churchill legecy.

New groups with similar aspirations are constantly emerging. They are usualy under-funded, under-
supported and under-recognized; and the considerable efforts of the volunteers who organize and lead them
are often under-appreciated.

Col. Nigel Knocker, a Churchill Centre Governor and the highly respected chairman of ICS UK, and
| have often discussed our shared vision of The Centre as the primary unifying body among a gdaxy of
worldwide Churchill organizations—the spiritual home for the many who belong to no other Churchill
group, and a mgjor resource for those well-established independent groups who choose to use it. At Nigel's
suggestion, the Centre's Executive Committee considered and adopted as Centre policy that "The Churchill
Centre should be the single, unified worldwide body for Churchillians and become as fully integrated with
other Churchill organizations as national laws and preferences permit."

A primary thrust of my presidency will be to pursue steadfastly the vison embodied in this policy—
while at the same time being fully sengitive to, and accommodating if at all possible, the identity, desires and
prerogatives of dl existing organizations and those who belong to them. Ye | beieve it important firmly to
establish The Churchill Centre as the one organization to which dll
Churchillians worldwide can look for information, support and encourage-

ment, intellectual stimulation and fellowship, among kindred souls inspired by 6 ):bé W

Winston Spencer Churchill, the man, his achievements, his legecy. M>
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DATELINES

QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

"Now, however, we'have a new experience. We'nave victory—a remarkable and definite victory. The
brlght gleam bas caugbt tbe helmets of our soldiers, and warmed and cheered all our hearts....Now this
is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning.”

—WSC on the desert victory, Mansion House, London, 10 November 1942

Maiden Meeting: Please pardon this ego trip, but we christened our new Washington D.C.
offices with an executive committee meeting January 8th, so this is for the record. Sested (1+)
are Vice Presdent Chuck Platt and President Bill Ives. Standing (1-r): Chairman of Trustees
Richard Langworth, Executive Director Dan Myers, Secretary Doug Russal, Treasurer Craig
Horn. The print of a Churchill portrait by Sr Oswad Birley was donated by Pat and Chris

We Change Our Name (Slightly):
It's now The Churchill Centre

"Why don't the English learn to set a good |
example to people whose English is painful
to your ears? The Scots and the Irish leave
you close to tears. There even are places
where English completely disappears: In
America they haven't used it for years. "

—PROF. HENRY HIGGINS IN "MY FAIR LADY"

WASHINGTON, JANUARY 1S— By unani-
mous vote of the Board of Governors,
commencing in 2003, The Churchill
Center has been renamed The
Churchill Centre, and its bylaws and
publications amended accordingly.

"The arguments in favor of doing
this were substantial," says CC Presi-
dent Bill Ives: "In the United States
both spellings can be found, and Amer-
icans don't seem to mind either. But in
Great Britain and the rest of the Eng-
lish-speaking world, it is dways 'Cen-
tre,' and the word 'Center' immediately
marks something as strictly American in
nature. Since our scope is global, we de-
cided that the international spelling was
preferable.

"There is another factor: for some

time the leadership of the UK

FINEST HOUR us/6

Churchill Society, in particular, has ad-
vocated a closer integration of the
Churchill organizations. This is a step
toward that worthy and desirable goal."

Readers will note from the above
that Finest Hour remains bilingual.
When a quotation or an article origi-
nates in the USA, it will be spelled
(spelt) in "American." When it origi-
nates outside the USA, it will be spelt
(spelled) in "English-English." But
"Churchill Centre" will henceforth be
our name in both languages.

M-GonC-S

WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 2ND— The Cable
network C-Span hosted a fascinating
three-hour cal-in interview program
featuring Sr Martin Gilbert, possibly
taped from an earlier live recording. |
was impressed not only by Sir Martin's
broad familiarity with every aspect of
Winston Churchill, but by the quality
of the callers questions: al of them
querying myths, rumors, and facts
about Churchill's life. | could not have
imagined there was so much curiosity
by so many people. The questions went
on for three hours and Gilbert's re-
sponses were brilliant, penetrating, sure
and factual. In particular, his refutation
of the myth of Churchill as an alcohol
abuser was complete and convincing on
every count. —ALEX M. WORTH, R.

Farewdl, Sir Christopher

WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY iiTH— Executive
Director Dan Myers represented The
Churchill Centre at a farewell reception
for the British Ambassador and his
wife, Sir Christopher and Lady Meyer,
organized by the English-Speaking
Union, the British-American Business




Association, and the Shakespeare Guild.
Among many present to saute the
Meyers were Senator John Warner,
Susan Eisenhower of the Eisenhower
World Affars Institute, President John
Andrews of the Shakespeare Guild, and
Executive Director Alice Boyne of the
ESU United States. Ms. Boyne ex-
pressed keen interest in joint activities
between The Churchill Centre and the
ESU in various venues around the

United States. Sir Christopher and
Lady Meyer are a friendly, gregarious
couple who will be missed. In speeches,
both Senator Warner and John An-
drews mentioned Sir Winston, and Sir
Christopher himself ended his response
with a Churchill quotation.

comparing the Queen's Civil List pro-
posas with those of George VI,
Churchill told his chancellor, Rab But-
ler, "...it is important that the fdl in the
purchasing power of money should be
presented. This list looks bigger now
but actualy it is about the same in ser-
vices and goods." His note appearsin a
file on the 1952 Civil List released
today by the Public Record Office. The
figure was £465,000 a year, 15% of
which was a contingency fund set aside
to cope with "inflation during the
reign." Small peanuts fifty years later!

ArmidoVaori, R.I.P.

NORWICH, UK, FEBRUARY 8TH— Longtime
ICS UK member Armido Vaori, who
=m died today, was a
fish merchant and
prominent caterer.
Being a sea cadet,
he volunteered for
the Roya Navy at
the age of 17 and
B served in the RN
| Patrol Service dur-

Hove Heavesinto
Plaguedom

MARCH 2ND— After
a disastrous expe-
rience at his first
boarding school,
whose sadistic headmaster

took obvious satisfaction at the frequent
flogging of his charges, Winston was
sent to the Misses Thompson Prepara-
tory School on Lansdowne Road. Here
he resided from 1883 to 1885, when he
left for Harrow. Mr. Alan Durban of
Hove kindly sent us photos of the
building, which proudly bears a blue
historical plague attesting to the famous
associ ation.

MTHS Minister

oy

evfifisses Thom;

Freftwesrory Sih
1885-1885

Civil List History

LONDON, ANUARY ND— Churchill wanted
the public to understand why the
Queen needed so much taxpayers
money when she acceded to the throne
in 1952, the Daily Telegraph stated. In

ing World War 1I.
After the war he
joined the family
firm, where he
worked until he retired in 1995.

It was Armido who, a Blenheim
Pdace in 1998, came to us with an ur-
gent entreaty: make sure the middle ini-
tial "S" was included in the name of the
proposed new American destroyer.
"After al, he adways signed himself
'Winston S. Churchill!™ His request
was relayed to Ambassador Paul Robin-
son, who contacted the Secretary of the
Navy...and the rest is history.

We thought there wasn't much to
this name change besides buying an
extra letter "S" for the ship's transom,
but were later advised that it involved
al new blueprints, labels, and signs. "In
fact," joked Scotsman Allen Cameron
of Bath Iron Works, who built the ship,
"Armido probably cost the American
taxpayer a cool million." It was dways a
pleasure to have a laugh with Armido
over this at the many Churchill confer-
ences he was able to attend. We are
sorry we will not have any more oppor-
tunities. —RML

DATELINES

Cahn Collection at Sotheby's
LONDON, DECEMBER 12TH—Tre |egendary
Churchill collection formed by Harry
Cahn starting back before World War
Il was sold at auction today by order of
the executors of the late Bart Watt of
Toronto, and the auction room was
packed, with at least Sx operators han-
dling telephone bidders.

This sde was heavy on signed
books and letters. The selection of
thirty-two important signed letters was
the best | have seen in years. The high
for letters was $28,700 for an 1890 let-
ter from schoolboy Winston at Harrow
to his mother. Twenty-six letters were
sold at an average of $7870 each; a fur-
ther six were unsold despite bids of
$4000-$14,000 because of high re-
serves. The best bargain of the day was
a two-page autograph letter of 1911,
where Churchill writes to his cousin
Oswald Frewen defending his welfare
programme, which sold for $3600.

Thirty-seven signed or inscribed
books were offered and dl but one sold,
at an average of $5750 per signature.
The highest price achieved was $12,430
for a beautifully bound set of The World
Crisis, inscribed in vol. | to Churchill's
aunt, Lady Sarah Churchill. The lowest
price was $1430 for a 1947 Odhams
cheap edition of Sep by Sep. A good
buy was a copy of Liberalismand the So-
cial Problem signed by Churchill and
bearing the bookplate of his lifelong
friend, F. E. Smith, Lord Birkenhead, at
$6700. The bidding was intense for a
signed Frontiers and Wars from 1962, fi-
naly going for $8,000 to a telephone
bidder. This is the only signed copy of
this work, published late in Churchill's
life, that | have ever seen.

The Cahn collection was reputed
to have the most pamphlet works by
Churchill ever assembled, and proved
invaluable to Fred Woods when re-
searching his famous bibliography. Un-
fortunately, some of the best items were
creamed off by a library, but a good se-
lection of early pamphlets made for a
lively auction.

High mark of the day was $3060
for the single-page 1904 ledflet, The
Aliens Bill (Woods A7), which was
bought via telephone. A further >»
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Cahn Collection...
sx pamphlets from the Liberal era
(1904-1912) averaged bids of $885
each. A bargain was a copy of Shall We
Commit Suicide? from 1924, at $765.
Many first edition books were sold
in groups, making results difficult to
analyze. A telephone bidder acquired a
sparkling set of The River War (1899) at
agood price of $4600. | paid too much
at $1150 for a jacketed American edi-
tion of The Unknown War, but it was
the finest jacket I'd ever seen. A tele-
phone bidder paid $725 for nice copy
of the Sandhurst edition of The World
Crisis. The two scarcest books on offer
were a paper wraps binding of the
Canadian London to Ladysmith, and the
only known example of India in orange
wraps with a 2s 6d price on the cover.

The estate of Oscar Nemon and
others had consigned various items of
Churchilliana. A large photograph of
Churchill on V-E Day, signed on the
mount, went for over $18,000. One of
Churchill's wartime "siren suits,” given
by WSC to Nemon, sold for $47,800.
(At Sotheby's last December, a grey
siren suit sold for a similar £30,000.) A
16.5-inch high bust of Churchill by
Nemon sold at over $30,000.

This sde confirms without doubt
that the market for quality Churchill
material remains buoyant, despite the
general economic Woes. — MARKWEBER

Letter on Munich

NEW YORK, FEBRU-
ARY 3RD— When
1 in 1946 the BBC
f engaged  young
Aligtair Cooke to
produce a weekly
radio "Letter

for a thirteen-
week trial period, no one could have
imagined that fifty-two years later its
creator would till be going strong at
age 93. You can find it on the internet,
where it can be read it or, better yet,
heard: http://news.bbc.co.uk.

Winston Churchill moves in and !

out of the "Letter" with regularity, as he
did this edition. On the Irag debate Mr.
Cooke confessed to having heard the

From America’
i remembered by most listeners....And so

DATELINES

Our Side at Greatest Briton Contest: Finest Hour associate editor Paul Courtenay
(right) and Winston's War author Michael Dobbs (behind Paul) backed up former
Labour MP Mo Mowlam, who led the Churchill nominating panel at the BBC
"Greatest Briton" contest, November 24th. (WSC won hands-down; see FH 117:8.)
Each nominee had about thirty invited "supporters’ at the debate. The Churchill team
included Courtenay, Dobbs, Churchill Centre Governor David Boler, Robert Courts
of ICS UK, and Rafd Heydel-Mankoo of ICS Canada. Churchill granddaughter
Emma Soames, Lady Soamess granddaughter Clementine Hambro, and Col. Bob
Stewart (who had notably commanded a battalion in Bosnia) were aso on hand. "I
had hoped to say something if the finger had been pointed at me," Paul writes, "but in
the event the only ones who were asked questions were Michagl, Emma and Bob, who
were dl better known. Each of the twelve findists was strikingly present “in person,”
being represented by awaxwork on loan from Madame Tussaud's.

same arguments before, chillingly, in
1938—Hitler may have the weapons,
but "he hasn't used them"; Neville
Chamberlain promising "peace for our
time"; and Winston Churchill, "one
unfamiliar old grumbler,” stridently ob-
jecting: "We have suffered a total and
unmitigated defeat."

During recent weeks, Mr. Cooke
continued, "a simple but startling
thought occurred to me—every single
officid, diplomat, president, prime
minister involved in the Irag debate was
in 1938 a toddler, most of them un-
born. So [Munich] will not have been

many of the arguments mounted
against each other today, in the last fort-
night, are exactly what we heard in the
House of Commons debates and read
in the French press.

"The French especialy urged, after
every Hitler invasion, 'negotiation, ne-
gotiation." They negotiated so success-
fully as to have their whole country de-

feated and occupied. But as one famous |
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French lefti said: 'We did anyway
manage to make them declare Paris an
open city—no bombs on us!'

"In Britain the genera response to
every Hitler advance was disarmament
and collective security. Collective secu-
rity meant to leave every crisis to the
League of Nations....But after the
Rhineland the maverick Churchill de-
cided there was no collectivity in collec-
tive security and started a highly un-
popular campaign for rearmament by
Britain....A mgjority of Britons would
do anything, absolutely anything, to get
rid of Hitler except fight him."

This last rang a chord. Indeed Mr.
Cooke said amost the same thing
about Churchill in the 1930s to 300 of
us a the Bretton Woods International
Conference in 1988. Then he looked
up and said: "...and ladies and gentle-
men, if you had been there, if you had
been dive and sentient and British in
the 1930s, not one in ten of you would
have been with him."

On Iraq Alistair Cooke added this



caveat: "l have to say | have written
elsawhere with much conviction that
most historical analogies are fdse be-
cause, however strikingly similar a new
situation may be to an old one, there's
usually one element that is different
and it turns out to be the crucid one. It
may well be so here. All | know is that
al the voices of the Thirties are echoing
through 2003."

« Editor's note: Later in this issue,
Alistair Cooke reviews the new edition
of Lord Moran's Diaries, Churchill at
War 1940-45.

Churchill Book Club:
Herr Haffner Helps Us Decide

NEW HAMPSHIRE, FEBRUARY 23RD— The
Churchill Centre Book Club was shut
down this winter for its transition to
Washington, where it will be combined
with Churchill Stores—but a change is
in the making. We will no longer offer
every book on Churchill as published.

The sheer volume of new titles—
over adozen in the past twelve months,
possibly another dozen in the next
twelve—is part of the problem. With
that kind of output quality suffers, and
some of the books reviewed recently
would have been better left unpub-
lished. Many are either far-out revision-
it histories based on urban myths, or
poorly researched hagiographies.

A possible contender in the former
category is the English edition of Sebas-
tian Haffner's Churchill (Haus Publish-
ing, £8.99, 192 pp.), first published in
German and Dutch as Winston
Churchill: Mit Selbstzeugnissen und Bild-
dokumenten in 1967. Haffner is one of
the great journalists of the 20th century,
and his book about growing up in the
Weimar Republic is outstanding. This
oneisn't. Historian Andrew Roberts, re-
viewing the book for the Daily Tele-
graph, astonished us by quoting some of
Haffner's assertions: that the young
Winston "was no stranger to the ladies
who frequented the promenade of Lon-
don's Empire Theater"; that "the
Churchill of the 1920s was redly a fas-
cist"; that WSC wanted to "unleash
civil war" during the General Strike;

continued overleaf

DATELINES

Lord Jenkins of Hillhead OM PC

Our distinguished honorary member
Roy Jenkins died on January 5th at

the age of 82. The most important postwar
British palitician not to become prime
minister, he came from the South Wées
mining region, the son of a leading Labour
MP who had been Parliamentary Private
Secretary to Clement Attlee and ajunior
minister in the closing stages of Winston
Churchill's wartime coalition government.
Young Roy obtained afirst class degree at
Oxford and then joined the Army, where
he worked for a time among the Bletchley
Park code-breskers.

He was elected to Parliament in 1948, but had to wait until Harold
Wilson's Labour government in 1964 before achieving office. Briefly Minister of
Aviation, he was promoted to the Cabinet as Home Secretary and became an avid
liberal reformer, notably in the field of homosexuality and abortion laws which
were central to the permissive society (which he termed the "civilised society”). He
then became Chancellor of the Exchequer and was successful in steering the econo-
my from crisis to camer waters, an achievement which gave him a good chance to
succeed Harold Wilson. But his party lost the 1970 election and the opportunity
was logt with it.

Although he returned to office as Home Secretary in 1974, he l€ft the
government for a four-year term as President of the European Commission. He
worked energetically and was determined to be recognised everywhere as a head of
state, as his fascinating book, European Diary, makes clear.

The book contains at least one hilarious story. Following a European
summit meeting in London, dl the heads of government attended a Buckingham
Pdace reception. Jenkins found the Queen talking (in French) to President Giscard
d'Estaing and joined the conversation. After awhile the Frenchman drifted avay
and Jenkins and Her Mgesty continued to talk to each other in French for severd
minutes before they both redised the absurdity of the situation.

Back home Jenkins became disillusioned by Labour's lurch to the left and
hostility to Europe; he and three other prominent Labour figures (Shirley
Wiilliams, David Owen and Bill Rodgers) formed the breskaway Socid
Democratic Party. Although he was eventually eected under the SDP banner in
the Glasgow constituency of Hillhead, and became party leader, the SDP was weak
and fdt obliged to fight the next eection in an dliance with the Liberd Party, later
merging with it, eventualy to become today's Libera Democrats. By this time
Jenkins had (in 1987) been defeated and was devated to the peerage as Lord
Jenkins of Hillhead; in this capacity he became party leader in the House of Lords,
arole hefilled for the next nine years.

In 1987 he was dected Chancellor of Oxford University, a post he held
until his death and which gave him the greatest satisfaction; and in 1993 was
appointed to the Order of Merit. Throughout his career he was a regular author of
political biographies and other mgor studies, notably on Gladstone, Asquith and
Attlee. It was fdlicitous that his last mgor work was Churchill, published to great
acclaim in 2001. (See his account of writing the book in FH 113 and our review in
FH 114.) Finest Hour's editor said he didn't think there had been a Churchill biog-
raphy remotely close to Jenkins's specid vantage point and understanding. This
made the book an invauable contribution to the whole picture. An eminent
Churchillian indeed. —Paul H. Courtenay
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Haffner, continued...

that by 1942 Churchill should have
been replaced as PM by (wait for it!)
Stafford Cripps; and that the Bolshevik
Revolution "blew away Churchill's radi-
cdism like thistledown, and he reacted
like some baroque prince confronted by
a peasant insurrection." Dear oh dear...
Roberts remarks: "Given Stalinism,
Churchill's reaction was the sanest in
the Lloyd George government."

From Berlin we heard from Joerg
Wolf, a student who read Haffner in
the origina German: "Andrew Roberts
has picked up Haffner's most extreme
sentences, which is fair enough for are-
viewer. |, however, had the impression
that Haffner's biography is a bit softer
on Churchill than Roberts suggests. For
instance, in discussing Churchill's radi-
cal-Libera period, Haffner seems more
right than wrong when he declares that
Churchill was never really aleft radical,
but was @) compassionate, b) happy to
annoy his upper-class colleagues, and c)
never averse to politica opportunity.
Still, Haffner's book is too brief to get a
decent overview about Churchill's life
and his character."

At any rate, we see no reason to

offer every last book simply to be able !

to say we offer everything. We shdl not
shun controversia and critical works.
But you'll have to excuse us for getting
alittle weary with words that have been
said before in much the same way, or
biographies that fal to do justice—or
do injustice—to the subject.

WSC in Korea
{ SEoul, FEBRUARY
d 20— A reader
sends proof that
Churchill is ill re-
membered in
Korea, although

"the sign marks a
karaoke bar in
which scantily clad
young ladies assist

tired businessmen
to relax to the accompaniment of popu-
lar music. Quite why portraits of Sir
Winston adorn this den of iniquity (or
din of inequity) remain unclear." Could
any reader lighten our darkness?

DATELINES

Fred Lockwood CBE

JANUARY 5TH— His many friends in England and North America regret the passing
of ICS UK committee member Fred Lockwood, a man of many parts who lived
and enjoyed life to the full.

Fred started his working life in the British Civil Service, but when the Sec-
ond World War broke out he joined the Indian Army and served in the Baluch
Regiment, seeing much active service in North Africa and Italy. After the war
Fred returned to the Civil Service, holding a variety of appointments including,
as he described himsdf, "NATO's man in London." He rose to the grade of As-
sistant Secretary.

In 1978 he joined the Finance Division in the Ministry of Defence, Oman.
Later he became Head of Resource Management. He was much involved in ne-
gotiations for new equipment for the Omani Armed Forces and, with his thor-
ough approach to everything he did, he was a vauable asset in ensuring that the
best possible contracts were secured. He left Oman after 15 years service in
1993, and became a consultant with British Aerospace.

Fred was adso an active and valuable committee member of the International
Churchill Society UK, and with his considerable experience, energy and dry wit
was a great asset. He rarely missed an International Conference. Away from work
Fred was a keen and enthusiastic cricketer.

At Fred's funeral, his son Michagl mentioned that his Dad was "a great spin-
ner of yarns," and read from his memories about being the first boy to go to
grammar school from the upper reaches of the Holme Valey, in what was then
the West Riding of Yorkshire:

"/ missed thelighter side of schooldays. How | regret the games sessions ski ppecJon

someflimsy excuse or other sothat | could catch up on homework lost to jobsin houss
and farm—and so that | could 'do well' in examinations, and justify my mother's
fierce determination to keep me at school until my sixteenth birthday.

"Although | loved cricket, | hardly ever played so asto find time to study. The
awkward bit was homework, which had to be fitted-in with farm chores. The work
needed qui et and concentration, but the bedroomswer e too cold and the kitchen tabl e
too crowded with churns and other farmimplements.

"The weather in the Penninesisfickle. So when the sun came and the grasswas
ready for cutting it wasall handsto the pitchfork. The crop was precious—irreplace-
ablefor the winter feed—and it had to be harvested in storable condition. | learned
all about making hay while the sun shone.

"That particular year | was, in deferenceto my pleasfor study time, spared duty
inthehayfielditself, wherel normally presided over theloading of thewagon, receiv
ing and stacking the forkful s of hay coming up thick and fast from my father and un-
cles. But therewasno escape frommy dutiesin the'Moo, 'asthe stack inthe barnwas
called. Thisstack went up to theraftersand only a boy could work up there, reaching
down for each bundle asit came up from the wagon on the end of forks of increasing
length asthe stack went higher. My task wasto shakeit out evenly and tread it down,
trying all the while to avoid banging my head on the rafters. This would ensure the
proper maturing of the hay, while avoiding the risk of overheating and a disastrous
barn fire.

"Only then, sweat-soaked and with eyes and hair caked with hay seeds, would |
descend theladder, dash into the house and try to revise—Chemistry, French, Physic|
whatever—until, in what seemed only minutes, my straining ears heard the chug
chug of the old Ford truck asit brought the next load up fromthefield. "

Fred Lockwood now walks other fields. We shall miss his wonderful sense of
humour, the enthusiasm for everything he did, and above al ese, his friendship.

—Caol. Nigel Knocker QBE
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DATELINES

Sr Winston Churchill's 129th

CHURCHILL CALENDAR

Local events organizers: please send upcoming event notices to the editor for posting here.
If address and email is_n_ot stated below, look for it on inside front cover.
23 August: New Hampshire picnic and book discussion. New England Churchillians,
30-31 August: Churchill Weekend, Bletchley Park. ICS (UK).

5-8 November: Twentieth International Churchill Conference, Harhilton, Bermuda
Contact David Boler, UK, tel. (01892) 871289, david@boleronline.comor
Randy Barber, Canada, tel. (905) 201-6687, randy.barber@chs.gov.on.ca

Anchorage: Annual black tie dinner, Hotel Captain Cook.
Boston: Annual black tie dinner, venue to be announced.
Los Angeles: Celia Sandys will speak on her new book, Chasing Churchill.
Local members will be advised by post. For contacts, see page opposite.
. 2004 :
24-29 September: Twenty-first International Churchill Conference, Portsmouth and

Normandy, possibly extended a week (to follow the route of Allied armies through
northwest Europe to Berlin). Contact: ICS UK (page 2).

Birthday: Smday 30 November:

Local & National Events

Events are dso now covered by our sister publication, the Chartwell Bulletin.

Specid Relationship Considered
BOSTON, JANUARY ZFRD— New England
Churchillians were invited by Anthony
Polito of the New England Club for a
dinner discussion of the timeless and
timely subject of Anglo-American rela
tions. Principal speaker George Fergus-
son, HM Consul-General, Boston, sur-
veyed the essentially common outlook
on critical world issues and strong trade
and investment links that characterize
the partnership. One important role
Britain plays as a friend of America, he
noted, is to offer counsel and the per-
spective of other countries. NEC's
Joseph Hern spoke about the signal
contribution of Winston Churchill to
the "specia relationship." He showed
how Churchill, the self-described "Eng-
lish Speaking Union" of a British father
and American mother, fostered these
ties through decades of travel, publica-
tion, and speeches in America. He
quoted Churchill's 1943 words at Har-
vard: "If we are together, nothing isim-
possible. If we are divided dl will fail. |
therefore preach continually the doc-
trine of fraternal association of our two
peoples.” Geoffrey Hall of the British
Officers Association of Boston spoke
about the BOA and gave a tour of its
club room at the Union Club.

ik Underweatr|

2's Best insulator!

Silk long underwear.,, A&7

your skin will 2
experience its Q.
finest hour! 3

Men's & Women's
Tops or ti\i\i\r.
Bottoms v"J%NgJ*i
Dmd AR £901

211KING ST. 434-2282

Qnann ma

Specid Insulation Promoted
LONDON, ONTARIO— Ontario readers may
want to pay avisit to Novacks on King
Street, who are advertising silk under-
wear, with obvious reference to its most
famous wearer, at attractive prices. In
their historical reference Novacks are
not wrong.

After their marriage, Clementine
Churchill was surprised by her husband's
taste for silk underwear, bought from
military stores but nevertheless extremely
expensive. According to what weve read
his preference was lifdong, and when his
wife confronted him with the hills
Churchill replied: "I have avery sengitive
cuticle. M>

Locad Contacts

Contact these Churchill Centre regions or indepen-
dent organizations if you are wish to participate in
local events; or our Local Coordinator if you wish to
start one in an area not listed: Judith Kambestad,
1172 Carnbem Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705, tel.
(714) 838-4741, emailjammpott@aol.com.

ALASKA: Judith & Jm Muller
2410 Galewood Street, Anchorage AK 99508
Bus. tel. (907) 786-4740. Email: ajwm@uaadaskaedu

CALGARY: Rick Billington, President

The Rt. Hon. Sir Winston Spencer Churchill Society
2379 Longridge Drive, Cagary, AlbertaT3E 5N7
Res. tel. (403) 249-5016. Email: rscjhome@aol.com

CALIFORNIA NORTH: Michael Barrington
34263 Eucalyptus Terrace, Fremont CA 94555
Res. tel. (510) 791-2305. Email: Mgb7016@aol.com

CALIFORNIA SOUTH: Jerry Kambestad

Southern California Churchillians

1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705

Res. tel. (714) 838-4741. Email: GDKamb@aol.com

CHICAGO: Phil & Susan Larson

Winston S. Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago

22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526

Res. rel. (708) 352-6825. Email: parker-fox@msn.com

DALLAS: Paula Restrepo

North Texas Churchillians

4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dalas TX 75205

Res. tel. (214) 522-7201. Email: cunengland@aol.com

DENVER: Hugh B. McCreery
6869 N. Hillpark Avenue, Parker CO 80134
Res. tel. (720) 747-6050. Email: hmccreery@2-10.com

ENGLAND NORTH: Derek Greenwell

ICS (UK) Northern Chapter, "Farriers Cottage,"
Station Road, Goldsborough, Knaresborough,
N. Yorks HG5 8NT. Res. tel. (01423) 863225

FLORIDA NORTH: Robert Chamers
1443 Avondale Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205-7820
Res. tel. (904) 388-7443. Email: Blchamers@aol.com

GEORGIA: Gary Garrison
2364 Beechwood Drive, Atlanta GA 30062
Res. rel. (770) 509-5430. Email: ccsgary@bellsouth.net

NEW ENGLAND: Suzanne Sigman

New England Churchillians

42 Dudley Lane, Milton MA 02186

Res tel. (617) 696-1833. Email: ssigman@attbi.com

OHIO: Michael McMenamin
1300 Terminal Tower, Cleveland OH 44113-2253
Bus. tel. (216) 781-1212. Email: mtm@walterhav.com

TORONTO: Norm & Jean MacLeod

Other Club of Ontario

16 Glenlaura Court, Ashburn ON LOB 1A0

Res. tel. (905) 655-4051. Email: jeana@idirect.com

VANCOUVER: Chris & Dorothy Hebb

The Rt. Hon. Sir Winston Spencer Churchill Society
Ste 1700, 1111 W Georgia &, Vancouver BC V6E 4M3
Tel. (604) 209-6400. Email: cavell_capitd @telus.net

WASHINGTON-DELMARVA: Caroline Hartzler
Washington Society for Churchill

5956 Coopers Landing Court, Burke VA 22015

Res. tel. (703) 503-9226. Email: Hartzlercr@aol.com
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EMINENT CHURCHILLIANS

Judy Kambestad:
CC Governor and
Local Affairs
Coordinator

A native
Cdlifornian, Judy
was conference
manager for the
San Diego and
Leeshurg conferences and rounds out a
triptych managing the Bermuda confer-
ence this year.

After graduating from the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Barbara, Judy
taught history, Latin, English and jour-
nalism. Later she worked in the ail in-
dustry, and recently retired from
ARCO. Her memories of Churchill
began with her father, who believed that
WSC "saved the world." She remembers
thinking that anyone with so fiercea
growl could save whatever he wanted.

While ill in school Judy read a pa-
perback biography, then began delving
into Churchill's own books and soon
became an admirer.

Today, looking back on Churchill's
career, she admires his tenacity and bull-
dog determination to save Britain in
1940, which at times seems as if he suc-
ceeded with little more than words and
bluff. His roar traveled transatlantic to
an isolationist America. Roosevelt was
one of those who heard and created the
Lend-Lease program to provide war ma-
teriel. But it took two more years for the
USA tojoin Britain as an dly.
Churchill's tenacity over this crucia pe-
riod, Judy feds, is alesson for future
generations.

One wartime cartoon Judy adways
remembers portrays the Prime Minister,
oblivious to danger, sitting on a rooftop
during a German air raid, smoking a
cigar with bombs going off around him.
(This of course shut off the draft, leav-
ing those in the building suffocating
from smoke.) She recdls pictures of
Churchill visiting troops in Africa, and
with Eisenhower before D-Day: "Some
of the most touching photos were taken
as he scrambled through the wreckage
of Londoners homes, even Parliament.
And of course, thereis that great culmi-

nating photograph, with the King and
Queen on the Buckingham Pdace bal-
cony celebrating V-E Day. These vivid
images of courage must be relayed to

- and impressed on future generations, fu-

ctor Albert Finney,
AIWD daed a aadidd

ture leaders.”

Because of her love of history, Judy
Kambestad admires Churchill's sense of
and references to the past; but believes
the most remarkable thing about him is
the history he made and wrote over
sixty years in the public eye. "Nobody
else even comes close," she says. "His
views are timeless. His admonition,
'Study History, Study History,' isso im-
portant, so needed, and so true.

"World War |l is dill responsible
for the state of the world today. It needs
to be studied, understood and inter-
preted by young people. Churchill was
the quintessential historian of the war,
and the outflow of books about him
continues undiminished nearly four

decades since his death. Was anyone
surprised to hear Churchill quoted so
frequently following September 11th,
2001? His words helped people to rise
above the enemy."

Judy has visited Churchill sitesin
Europe, America, Madeira, Morocco,
and traveled the "Churchill Trail" in
Britain: Bletchley, Blenheim, Bladon,
the War Rooms; but her favorite is
Chartwell: "Walking through its rooms,
his presence is very tangible. The round
dining table ringed with comfortable
armchairs invokes images of long con-
versations with Lindemann, Beaver-
brook, Bracken and others over Pol
Roger or brandy. One can picture Ger-
man informants under assumed names
in clandestine prewar conversations; or
Vivian Leigh seated next to a speechless,
staring Churchill; or Charlie Chaplin or
T. E. Lawrence, bringing stories of their
worlds. Chartwell's visitor book holds
the names of the great movers and
thinkers of the 20th Century." For Judy,
Chartwell is Churchill. $

Winston Churchill in the

BBC/HBO presentation of "The Gathering Storm" {FH 115:32) received
an "Emmy" from the American Academy of Tdevison Arts and Sci-
ences. Accepting the award Finney launched into Winston-spesk
wed never have had from Robert Hardy: "Dearest Emmy! You ask,
what is our @am? | can answer in oneword: victory, victory at al
cods and over dl who would ssize this honour from us. You ask,
what shdl | sy to those who would venture into the Empire of this

e AROUND &ABOUT]

new medium, made more sinister by the stage lights of perverted science? |

answer that we shdl cagt them on the couches, we shdl cagt them on Long Beaches we
shdl cagt them where no studio can entertain their wiles, we shall never
surrender....Never in the fidd of television production was so much owed by so many to

i o few....Now thisis not the end of this speech. It is not even the beginning of the end.

But it isthe end of the beginning. | ask you dl, therefore, to follow me on to the sunlit
uplands of this podium...." (There was much more of this, but enough is enough.)
British satirical magazine Private Eye (with tongue firmly in cheek): "Was Churchill
the Mogt Evil Man of the 20th Century?...A leading German historian has produced
new evidence to suggest that Churchill deliberately ordered the mass bombing of Ger-
man cities in which millions of women and children were murdered; gave instructions
that German U-boats should be sunk on sight; was responsible for starting the war in
order to further his long-standing ambition to become prime minigter. In his new book,
Churchill Worse Than Hitler, Professor Wolfgang B———claims that the so-called ‘Lon-
don Blitz' never took place and was Smply a fabrication of 'Churchill's lie machine. But
British historian David Irving accused his German colleague of'outrageous plagiarism,’
saying dl these theories were ‘copied out of my own book, Churchill Worse Than Hitler,
now accepted as the only true record of what happened in WW2, when Germany stood

~ done againg the armed might of Britain's hated and feared Home Guard...." $

FINEST HOUR us/12,




RIDDLES,  §
Uk

MY STERIES, -W’:{

ENIGMAS g

Send your questions
to the editor

: Where and when did Churchill
"say. "Ofall the small nations of this
earthy perhapsonly theancient Greeks
surpassthe Scotsintheir contributionto
mankind?"

: We don't know. Will a reader
lease advise us?

. [ amlooking for a biography that

ocuseson Churchill'spersonality!
character, i.e.,, onthemanrather than
the politician. In particular | aminter-

ested how he coped with hisfailuresand
how he dealt with the "Black Dog" [his

namefor depression] . | would appreciate :

arecommendation.

: From the upcoming Annotated
+@bl|ography of Works About Sr
Winston Churchill by Curt Zoller, to be
published this spring:

A336. Taylor, AJP. et a.
Churchill: Four FacesAnd TheMan.
London: Allen Lane, Penguin Press,
1969, 274 pp; Harmondsworth, UK:
Penguin, 1973, paperback. Churchill
Revised. New York: Dial Press, 19609,
274 pp. Contributors: Rhodes James,
Robert: "The Politician." Liddell Hart,
Basil: "The Military Strategist."
Plumb, J. H.:" The Historian." Storr,
Anthony: "The Man." Taylor, A. J. P
"The Statesman." These famous au-
thorities take a mildly revisionist ook
at Churchill the politician, strategist
and historian. Anthony Storr offers a
controversial psychologica profile,
which has been criticized for overplay-
ing Churchill's periods of depression
on the grounds that Storr never knew
the patient he describes. Storr later
published Churchill'sBlack Dog, Kafka's
Mice, and Other Phenomena of the
Human Mind, New York: Grove Press
1988 14 ed., 310 pp. In this book
Storr revisits his 1965 essay on

Churchill and depression in Four Faces
and the Man, but makes far more of
"Churchill's lifelong depression” than
WSC himself made of it.

Some of the broader biographies
give a thoughtful appreciation of
Churchill's character: Violet Bonham-
Carter, Winston Churchill As | Knew
Him, 1965 (American title Winston
Churchill: An Intimate Portrait); Roy
Jenkins, Churchill: ABiography, 2001,
William Manchester, TheLast Lion (2
vols), 1982/88; and Martin Gilbert, In
Search of Churchill, 1994. Bonham-
Carter goes only up to 1916, but knew
Churchill intimately. Gilbert offers
many inside observations from people
interviewed by the officia biographer,

i with much insight and information
. not available elsewhere.

- Did Churchill contemplate the
0ssi bility of transferring the British
govi

nment to Canada in the event of a

. Naz invasion of the U.K.?

It was probably planned as a con-

ingency at lower levels, but was
certainly never considered serioudly by
Churchill himself. He had every intent
to go down at the door of No. 10 with
agun in his hand. There were plans to
sal the Fleet to Canada or the U.S.
should the worst happen. Pick up a
copy of Churchill's second volume of
war memoirs, Their Finest Hour, which
deals with this period in detail.

Whereinhisspeechesdid
hurchill talk of a"House of Many
ManSions," and what did he mean?

A : "The day will come when the

- 'L]oybells will ring again throughout
Europe, and when victorious nations,
masters not only of their foes but of
themselves, will plan and build in jus-
tice, in tradition, and in freedom, a
house of many mansions, where there
will be room for al."

Churchill delivered this House of
Commons speech on 20 January 1940,
while he was till First Lord of the Ad-
miralty. We do not find this speech
listed in the bibliography of speeches
produced on records, although we do
seem to remember hearing this particu-
lar excerpt. $

HORSES

"There is something about the
outside of a horse that's good for the
inside of aman" is not traced to WSC,
but he didlike horses...

* "Don't give your son money; as
far as you can dfford it, give him horses.
No one ever came to grief through rid-
ing horses. No hour of life is lost that is

| spent in the saddle. Y oung men have

|
]
i

|'
|
|

I
I

often been ruined through owning
horses or through backing horses, but
never through riding horses. Unless, of
course, they break their necks. Which,
taken at agalop, is avery good death
to die." —My Early Life, 1930

» "Man has parted company with
his trusty friend the horse and has
sailed into the azure with the eagles, ea
gles being represented by the inferna
combustion engine [loud laughter]...er,
| mean internal combustion engine, ah,
engine!" —Harvard University, 65¢p43

* "| have dways considered that
the substitution of the internal com-
bustion engine for the horse marked a

. very gloomy milestone in the progress
i of mankind."

—Commons, 24Jun52

» "Among our Sociadist opponents
there is great confusion. Some of them
regard private enterprise as a predatory
tiger to be shot. Otherslook on it as a
cow they can milk. Only ahandful see

1 it for what it really is—the strong and
| willing horse that pulls the whole cart

along." —Woodford, Essex, 29Sep59
See dso "Churchill and Polo," FH
72; "Churchill and the Lure of the
Turf," FH 102; and "All the Horses Sir
Winston Owned," FH 103. M>
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20TH INTERNATIONAL CHURCHILL CONFERENCE PREVIEW: WEDNESDAY-SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH-8TH

BERMUDA: MODEL FOR SUMMITS TO COME

DAVID BOLER

theme of the 20th International Churchill Con-

ference in Bermuda. There could be
no more exciting or relevant location:
half a century ago here, President
Eisenhower, Prime Minister
Churchill and Prime Minis-
ter Lanid of France met in
the first postwar "summit”
to discuss weighty issues of
peace and war.

In January 1953,
with the Cold War increas-
ing in intensty, Dwight
Eisenhower took the oath of
office as President of the
United States. Two months later
Stdin died, and new, unknown lead-
erstook control of the Kremlin, just
as the Soviets successfully tested
their first hydrogen bomb. An
uneasy truce divided Kores,
with Communist China on =¥
one side and United Nations =
forces on the other. In Ger-
many, inadequate in numbers, -
American, British and French sol- et
diers faced overwhelmingly powerful
Soviet armies across the Elbe. In the Middle Eagst the
nascent state of Isradl was surrounded by hogtile, aggres-
gve Arab nations bent on its destruction, while the Egyp-
tians exerted increasing pressure to force the stretched
British contingent from the Suez Cand zone. In the Far
Eadt, French appeds to America for help against Commu-
nist insurgents in Indo-China fdl on desf ears.

It was againgt this sombre background that
Churchill persuaded Eisenhower to meet in Bermuda
The Americans requested French attendance, to which
Churchill rather poutingly acquiesced. French politics was
in its traditional chaos, and there was considerable doubt
about whom the French would send. The French Premier
dujour turned out to be Joseph Lanid.

Churchill and foreign secretary Anthony Eden
flew to Bermudaon December 1s. Despite the gravity of

€C S ummitry and The Specid Relationship” is the

Mr. Boler is a former chairman of the International Churchill Society
UK and chaired the 1996 International Churchill Conference. With
Randy Barber he is co-chairing the 2003 International Conference.

TheThird Man: French politicswasin its usud turmoil and there was
some doubt who would represent France at Bermuda. 1llingworth's droll
cartoon in Punch wondered if Germany's Adenauer might row there...

world affairs, Churchill approached
the journey with his usud dacrity,
and immersed himself during the
flight in an interesting choice of
reading matter: C.S. Forester's
Death to the French.

Met a Kindley Airport by a
guard of honour of Royd Welch
Fusliers, complete with their famous
mascot in the form of a white goat,

Churchill telegraphed his wife: "Ex-

cdlent journey. All well. Goat splen-

did. Love W."

Taking no questions, Churchill
and Eden went immediately to the
Mid Ocean Club to await the ar-
rivd of Eisenhower and Laniel. In
al, they spent ten days on the is-
land, four at the conference itsdf.
e At the first joint plenary meet-

" ing on December 4th, Churchill pro-
posed "a double dealing policy of

i strength towards the Soviet Union combined

with holding out the hand of friendship,” and
requested a resumption of the full wartime cooperation
between the United States and Great Britain.

Nuclear weapons and the threat of war domi-
nated the proceedings. Eisenhower's suggestion that, in
the event of China breaking the Korean ceasdfire, the U.S.
would not hesitate to use nuclear weapons grestly aarmed
Churchill and Eden. Churchill's private secretary, Jock
Colville, wrote in his diary: "Whereas Winston looked on
the atomic wespon as something entirely new and terri-
ble, Eisenhower looked upon it asjust the latest improve-
ment in conventional weapons....Ike said there was in fact
no distinction between ‘conventiona' and atomic
weapons, which in due course become conventional
weapons.”

As the Conference progressed, the other main
talking point was the need to persuade France to accept a
German military contingent as an integral part of the de-
fence of Western Europe; as Churchill said to the people
of Germany: "the price of freedom is eterna vigilance."
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Getting his Goat: WSC greets mascot
of the Royd Welch Fusliers. Hewired
hiswife "EXCELLENT JOURNEY

Works about Sr Winston
Churchill and James Muller's

ALL WELL GOAT SPLENDID

new edition of Churchill's

LOVEW"

Churchill and fIEE
Eden unsuccessfully  [EEEVES ‘
asked the Americans to L
agree to participate with
Britain in the defence of
the Suez Canal. Thiswas, as
it proved, the most unfortu-
nate failure of the Bermuda con-
ference, since it led to the debacle
that would see the United States side with
the Soviets in opposing (and in due course ending), the
Anglo-French invasion of Suez after it had been national-
ized by Egyptian leader Gamal Nasser.

The Bermuda Summit, a blip in the history of
international affars, was more a model than an accom-
plishment. Churchill's idea of plenary sessions between
top leaders, which had worked reasonably well in the war,
was no longer in vogue; yet Churchill thought it was the
key to the vexed problems of the Cold War. Sir Martin
Gilbert wrote: "At Bermuda, Churchill tried to build a
path to the Summit which, as he had envisaged it, would
aso have been a path to world peace.” :

Yet Bermuda was the first postwar summit con-
ference between the leaders of the two great English-
speaking nations, a practice that continues to this day. Its
legacy is illustrated by the fact that the first world leader
to visit the President of the United States after September
11th, 2001 was the British Prime Minister.

ive years ago The Churchill Centre named Bermuda

the site of its the 2003 conference. An outstand-

ing programme has now been planned. Speakers

and guests include our patron, Lady Soames;, Sir Martin

Gilbert; Bermuda Governor Sir John Vereker; Bermuda
Premier Jennifer F. Smith; Warren Kimball, editor of the

Roosevelt-Churchill Correspondence; John Ramsden, author

of the new Churchill: Man of the Century, David Reynolds
of the University of Cambridge; William Roger Louis of
the University of Texas.

The book discussion this year, suitably enough,
will be Churchill's The Grand Alliance. The Churchill
Archives Centre will have alarge display of relevant docu-
ments. We are sponsoring a high school seniors program
on the Bermuda Summit, culminating in an essay con-
test. The top fifty essayists will attend the Government
House tea; the winner will be introduced and will receive
a summer scholarship to Experience Europe in England.

Events include a Board of Governors reception;
book launches for Curt Zoller's Annotated Bibliography of

The River War, sessions
on wartime and postwar
summits; discussions of
the "specia relation-
ship” from Churchill's
time to the present; tea

at Government House in
front of the tree planted by

Churchill; lunch at the Mid

Ocean Club where the Bermuda

summit was held; and awalking tour

of historic Hamilton.

In commemoration of the 50th anniversary of
the Bermuda Summit and the 20th International
Churchill Conference, the Bermuda Post Office will use a
specia franking during the month of November which
reads, "The Churchill Centre Commemorates 50th An-
niversary 1953 Bermuda Summit.”

The Fairmont Hamilton Princess, a favourite of
Mark Twain's and the former headquarters of wartime
Bermuda's censorship operations, is located in the middle
of Hamilton, Bermuda's beautiful capital. Built in 1884,
this 'Grand Dame' was inspired by Princess Louise, a
daughter of Queen Victoria, after a roya visit to the is
land. Duty free shopping is less than a block away. Ferry
service to other interesting and historic locations on the
isand is available at the hotel's dock.

Activities in Bermuda include galf, an aguarium,
glass bottom boat tours, Crystal Caves, botanical gardens,
nature preserves, a perfumery, Fort St. Catherine, the his-
toric and quaint Town of St. George, and the Roya Naval
Dockyard historic harbor and shops. Many airlines have
flights to Bermuda. Check http://www.ctravel.bom/Flights/
flights.htm for connecting flights in and out of Bermuda
from the U.S., Canada and London. Taxis to the hotel are
$20. U.S. currency is accepted everywhere on the island.
Tipping is 15%. November weather averages 70 degrees
and is after hurricane season. Coats and ties are worn
evenings in Bermudas restaurants; "Bermuda shorts' are
usualy not worn after November 1 st.

The conference fees will be very reasonable. You
are responsible for booking your own hotel rooms. For
reservations, cdl the Fairmont Hamilton Princess, (441)
295-3000, fax (411) 295-1914. Or cdl the Fairmont Ho-
tels genera toll-free reservations number: (800) 866-
5577. Ask for the Churchill Conference rate.

Watch our website www.winstonchurchill.org for
postings of al further details. Registration forms will be
posted on the website and will be posted in late June. For
further information, contact Judy Kambestad, (714) 838-
4741 orjammpott@aol.com. M>
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125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

W

Michad McMenamin

125 YeasAgo:

Winter 1877-78-Age 3
"An occasion to strike

a the Government ssfdy”

n early 1878, after an armistice had

been signed in the Russo-Turkish
War with the Russian armies at the
gates of Constantinople, the Disradli
government was prepared to go to war
with Russia if it seized the Dardanelles.
Lord Randolph was opposed to his own
government's policy. In aletter to Win-
ston's mother prior to a Commons de-
bate, Lord Randolph expressed the
quandary in which he found himself:

"| am sure the debate will be very
stormy. | am in gresat doubt what to do.
| think | could make a killing speech
against the Government....Of course, |
have my future to think of, and | aso
have strong opinions against the Gov-
ernment policy. It is very difficult. |
shan't decide until the last night of the
debate...." In the event, Lord Randolph
did not vote against the Government
and engaged in secret correspondence

during February with his friend and a :

leading Liberal politician, Sr Charles
Dilke, on introducing a motion of cen-
sure on his party's policy, and whether
the Liberal Party would support him.
In aletter to Dilke, Lord Randolph
wrote, "I am sure that my views, what-
ever they are worth, are in accordance
with your speech and Harcourt's and
Gladstone's on the question of the fu-
ture policy of this country....I fed | am

awfully young to endeavour to initiate

: continued to work on his father's biog-

such a motion; but | am so convinced
of the soundness of our view that |
would risk a smash willingly to have
that properly brought forward."

The Liberals declined Lord Ran-
dolph's efforts to undercut his party—
efforts which, as Churchill later wrote
of his father, could have atered the
course of his career: "Devoted as he was
to his party, Lord Randolph was by this
time thoroughly out of sympathy with
them in their Irish and foreign policy.
Indeed it is not improbable, had he in
fact moved his resolution as he wished,
that he would have been driven out of
the Conservative ranks altogether."

Nonetheless, Churchill continues,
his father was till looking "for an occa
sion to strike at the Government safely,
and for a victim to appease his wrath.
He found the first in the County Gov-
ernment Bill and the second in Mr.
Sclater-Booth."

100 YearsAgo:
Winter 1902-03-Age 28
"Mr. Brodrick's Army"

urchill traveled to Egypt in De-

ember for atrip up the Nile as the
guest of Sir Ernest Cassel, where he

raphy. Once back in England, he gave a
saries of speeches attacking the govern-
ment's Army policy. Speaking in Old-
ham on January 17th, he said: "We did
not want to have in England three army
corps of soldiers to sal away and attack !
anybody anywhere at a moment's no- |
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Editor's note: "Action This Day" was missing
from the Winter issue through no fault of Mr.
McMenamin's, we therefore publish both the
Winter and Spring installments in this issue.

tice. That is a dangerous and provoca
tive provision. That is enough men to
get us into trouble with a grest Euro-
pean nation, and nothing like enough
men to get us out again [Hear,
hear]....There is scarcely anything more
harmful to the British Army than this
perpetual imitation of the German sys-
tem [Hear, hear], of German uniforms,
and of methods. Sometimes | think the
whole Cabinet has got a touch of Ger-
man meades [laughter], but Mr. Bro-
drick's case is much the worst. He is
spotted from head to foot [laughter],
and he has communicated the conta-
gion to the Army."

7S YeasAgo:
Winter 1927-28-Age 53
"A rising tide of trade"

C::Jrchill continued to push for
gjor tax reief to industry from
local government. In late December, he
circulated a memorandum to the Cabi-
net stating that "Productive industry of
every kind suffers an excessve and inju-
rious oppression....The fact that dl pro-
ducers will know that as from April, or
at the latest from October 1929, dl
their rates will be taken over by the Ex-
chequer, will from that moment enable
forward contracts to be made upon a
greatly improved basis. This on arising
tide of trade will help business and di-
minish unemployment and al its dele-
terious reactions on the health and
economy of the State. It will hold the
political field. The opposing parties
will, out of partisanship, attack it to
their disadvantage. This is a controversy
from which, pushed in every field, we
have nothing to fear."

Churchill's chief opposition to tax
relief came from Neville Chamberlain,
who wrote to WSC on December 20th:
"...in its present form | see grave diffi-
culties departmental or administrative,
financial and political...."  Behind
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Churchill's back in a private letter,
Chamberlain was even more critica: "I
thought | heard Winston asking for
your opinion of his great scheme, and |
concluded that he had sent you a copy
of that secret print which must now be
known to half London. You may like to
know that | have sent him avery critical
study of it setting out along list of diffi-
culties. The fact is that | do not believe
such a disturbing scheme to be practica-
ble in time for next budget...."

In a letter to Churchill on New
Yea's Day, Harold Macmillan specu-
lated on the consequences if the Con-
servative Party did not adopt WSC's tax
proposal, in words which could well be
used to describe the Conservative Party
saventy-five years later:

"The Conservative Party will of
course go on, whatever Conservative
statesmen may do to wreck it. There
will aways be room for it in the body
politic. But it will not, adasl, be the
party of our dreams. It will become
more & more the party of vested inter-
ests.... If it merely drifts dlong aimlessy
and incoherently it cannot much longer
command the support of active and en-
ergetic men. It will rather sink to the
position of a party dominated by mid-
die-class aspirations, composed of mid-
dle-aged personalities, and attractive
only to mediocre minds."

On Macmillan's advice Churchill
agreed to a two-thirds remission of loca
taxes on industry rather than his initial
proposal of a complete remission.

Churchill went to France for two
days in January to hunt wild boar. The
Daily News reported, "If you want a
'close-up' of the Chancellor just con-
sider him in the light of this adventure
of the French forests. He goes to France
in agde, he rises in the dank cold and
sts out in the rain over a sodden
muddy country. He rides hard for
hours, subsisting on sandwiches...."

Two days later, Churchill was back
home in Chartwell entertaining guests.
As one of the guests wrote years later to
Martin Gilbert: "One evening we re-
mained at that round table till after
midnight. The table cloth had long ago
been removed. Mr. Churchill spent a
blissful two hours demonstrating with

decanters and wine glasses how the Bat-
tle of Jutland was fought. It was a
thrilling experience. He was fascinating.
He got worked up like a schoolboy,
making barking noises in imitation of
gunfire and blowing cigar smoke across
the battle scene in imitation of gun
smoke."

50 YeasAgo:
Winter 1952-53-Age 78
"Income-tax people take it all”

Gurchi Il traveled to America in Jan-
ary aboard the Queen Mary. Dur-
ing the voyage, he presciently told his
young private secretary, Jock Colville,
that if he lived his normal life span,
Colville "should assuredly see Eastern
Europe free of Communism."”

On the evening of January 2nd,
Colville and Churchill went over a list
of questions which might be asked by
reporters upon arriva in New York. He
recorded in his diary some of Churchill's
spontaneous answers. "Qn: What are
your views, Mr. Churchill, on the pre-
sent stalemate in Korea? Ans: Better a
stalemate than a checkmate. Qn: How
do you justify such great expenditure on
the Coronation of your Queen when
England is in such financia sraits? Ans:
Everybody likes to wear a flower when
he goes to see his girl."

While in America, Churchill met
with both President-elect Eisenhower
and President Truman. Colville records
some of the conversations a a small
dinner party with Eisenhower at
Bernard Baruch's New York apartment:
"Winston said that a protoplasm was
sexless. Then it divided into two sexes
which, in due course, united again in a
different way to their common benefit
and gratification. This should adso be
the story of England and America...
After dinner | listened to the PM and
the President-elect talking: Winston
made one or two profound observa
tions. For instance, 'l think you and |
are agreed that it is not only important
to discover the truth but to know how
to present the truth'; and (apropos of
the recent treason trials in Czechodova-
kia) 'That they should think it good

Hail to the (retiring) Chief: Churchill pinsa
flower in Mr. Truman's buttonhole at adinner in
honor of the retiring President, British Embassy,

8 January 1953, before his "diatribe in favour of

Zionism and against Egypt..."

propaganda is what shows the ab-
solutely unbridgeable gulf between us."

The next day Churchill traveled to
Washington, where he hosted a dinner
for President Truman. Colville again:
"After dinner Truman played the piano.
Nobody would listen because they were
al busy with post-mortems on a dia-
tribe in favour of Zionism and against
Egypt which W had ddlivered at dinner
(to the disagreement of practicaly al
the Americans present, though they ad-
mitted that the large Jewish vote would
prevent them disagreeing publicly).
However, on W's instructions, | gath-
ered al to the piano and we had a quar-
ter of an hour's presidential piano play-
ing before Truman left.”

On January 9th, Churchill flew to
Jamaica for a holiday before returning
home to England at the end of the
month. Josef Stalin died on March 5th
and Churchill immediately began
thinking of the implications Stalin's
death might have on world peace. (See
this section overlesf.)

Late in February, Churchill dis
cussed with his physician, Lord Moran,
the complications wrought by his new-
found postwar wealth: "I might go on
anodier eight years. If | do it will be very
tiresome for those who manage my fi-
nances. Things are aready getting very
complicated. You see, Charles, during the
war | retired from business, but by the
end of the war | had become notorious;
and al sorts of things, such as film rights
and rhe copyright of my books, gave me
quite a bit of capital. For the first timein
my life | was quite a rich man. But the
income-tax people take it al." M>
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125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

Michaa McMenamin

125 YearsAgo:
Spring 1878-Age 3
"This slent youth could bite"

I n March, Lord Randolph Churchill
seized an opportunity to make his
first major impression on the House of
Commons and bring himself to the at-
tention of the Conservative leadership.
He attacked Mr. Sclater-Booth, Presi-
dent of the Locd Government Board,
and his reform proposal ("this crowning
desertion of Tory principles, this
supreme violation of political honesty").
Winston later wrote that "such lan-
guage had not been heard in the House
of Commons since Lord Cranborne
had fought the Franchise Bill and, com-
ing as it did from a member who so sd-
dom addressed the House, at a time
when party discipline was so good and
the prestige of the Government so high,
it created quite a commotion."”

In the event, the reform proposal
was dropped by the Government and
Lord Randolph thought he had not suf-
fered politicaly: in fact quite the oppo-
site. In aletter to his father, the Duke of
Marlborough, Randolph wrote, "l do
not think the Government is at al ill-
disposed towards me for my speech
against them. | have found them lately
singularly civil. Nobody regrets the Bill,
except Sclater-Booth, who is unap-
proachable on the subject.”

"Thus," wrote Churchill in his bi-
ography of his then thirty-year-old fa
ther, "for the first time the House of
Commons had learned that this silent
youth could bite."

100 YeasAgo:

Spring 1903-Age 28
"The Lobbies will be
crowded with the touts of
protected industries"

A t a comparable age, Churchill
-I\showed no more restraint than his
father in publicly attacking leading
members of his own party. On May
15th the Colonial Secretary, Joseph
Chamberlain, spoke at Birmingham,
advocating the imposition of preferen-
tia tariffs. Two weeks later, Chamber-
lain broached the subject in the House.
Foreshadowing his eventual departure
from the Tory party over this issue,
Churchill rose immediately in reply:

"This move means a change, not
only in historic English Parties, but in
the conditions of our public life. The
old Conservative Party, with its reli-
gious convictions and constitutional

principles, will disappear, and a new
Party will arise like perhaps the Repub-
lican Party of the United States—rich,
materialist, and secular—whose opin-
ions will turn on tariffs, and who will
cause the lobbies to be crowded with
the touts of protected industries.

"What is the cause of this change?
Never was the wealth of the country
greater, or the trade returns higher, or
the loyalty of the colonies more pro-
nounced. Is it that we are tired of these
good days?'

In a letter written after Chamber-
lain's Birmingham speech, Churchill
showed what his son termed "one of
[his] earliest recognitions of where
Americas true interests in Europe lay
and earliest anticipations that America
might be drawn into a European war":

"I do not want a self-contained
Empire. It is very much better that the
great nations of the world should be in-
terdependent one upon the other than
that they should be independent of
esch other. That makes powerfully for
peace and it is chiefly through the cause
of the great traffic of one great nation
with another during the last twenty-five
years that the peace of Europe has been
preserved through so many crises. And
even if it comes to a European war, do
you not think it very much better that
the United States should be vitally in-
terested in keeping the English market
open, than that they should be utterly
careless of what happens to their pre-
sent principal customer?’

A few days later, Churchill wrote
dramatically to Prime Minister Bafour,
with what Roy Jenkins has termed "sdf-
confidence and determination dways to
go straight to the top." He would cease
his opposition to the government's
Army expansion if Balfour would con-
tinue to support free trade:

"| fed perhaps that | may have
sometimes been the cause of embarrass-
ment to the government....but | should
like to tell you that an attempt on your
part to preserve the Free Trade policy &
character of the Tory party would com-
mand my absolute loyalty. | would even
swalow gx army corps—if it would
make any difference & sink al minor
differences."
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S YeasAgo:

Spring 1928-Age 53
"Bold...ingenious...a product
of his own fertile mnd"

Sring saw Churchill finally persuade
he Cabinet to adopt, and Parlia-
ment to enact, his massive tax cut of
local rates on industry to give the econ-
omy what Roy Jenkins has termed "a
dramatic and wide-ranging stimulus to
economic activity." Jenkins further de-
scribed Churchill's tax cut as "obviousy
bold...ingenious, and to some extent a
product of his own fertile mind....It was
very much his own initiative. Treasury
officids..were to sy the least cool.
They would have preferred him to de-
vote any surplus he could muster to
debt reduction.”

Churchill's tenure at the Exchequer
in the Twenties is often criticized by
those whose knowledge of his term
there is unencumbered by familiarity
with economics, and is largely based on
Churchill's early return to the gold stan-
dard and John Maynard Keyness criti-
cism of it. Churchill is fortunate that
his most recent biographer, Roy Jenk-
ins, himself a Chancellor in a Labour
government, has offered a more bal-
anced appreciation of the economic sg-
nificance of Churchill's tax cut stimulus
and his tenure at the Treasury. In the
event, Churchill's Socialist successor as
Chancellor, Philip Snowden, was to in-
crease taxes in the teeth of a new eco-
nomic downturn in 1930.

Writing to his wife on April 5th,
Churchill described his final efforts to
persuade the Cabinet and his chief oppo-
sition within it, Minister of Health
Neville Chamberlain, to adopt his tax
cuts: "The Cabinets on my big policy
were very lengthy and difficult. Neville
most obstinate and, | thought, unreason-
able. But he made his point a matter of
amour propre and, as | cared about the
scheme much more then he, | had to give
way. It was not a very important point,
and substantially my plan is intact.”

Chamberlain had a different view
of these same events, writing that sum-
mer to Lord Irwin (later Lord Halifax):

125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

"| accused Winston of reckless advocacy
of schemes the effects of which he him-
sdf did not understand. He accused me
of pedantry and of personal jealousy of
himsdlf. At times fedings became rather
acute. But | had one advantage over
Winston of which he was painfully con-
scious. He could not do without me.
Therefore in the end | was the sole
judge of how far to go because when-
ever | put my foot down he was help-
less. As a matter of fact | only put it
down once and he gave way directly."

The budget and its tax cut center-
piece were warmly received. A friend
and sometime Conservative critic, Leo
Amery, wrote in his diary: "the first im-
pression was very formidable indeed,
and our Party was delighted...." Lord
Derby told Churchill, "It is not the
budget of an electioneer but of a states-
man." Lord Tyrrell called it "a great
landmark in your career & your certifi-
cate of statesmanship."

0 YeasAgo

Spring 1953* Age 78
"We must not cast away a
sngle hope"

The death of Stalin on March 5th
was the occasion for Churchill to
encourage President Eisenhower to join
with him in reaching out to the new
Soviet leadership: "I remember...when
you told me | was welcome to meet
Stalin if I thought fit and that you in-
tended to offer to do so. | understand
this as meaning that you did not want
us to go together, but now there is no
more Stalin | wonder whether this
makes any difference to your view
about separate approaches to the new
regime or whether there is a possibility
of collective action."

Eisenhower rebuffed Churchill: "I
tend to doubt the wisdom of a formal
multilateral meeting since this would
give our opponent the same kind of op-
portunity he has so often had—to use
such a meeting simultaneously to balk
every reasonable effort of ourselves, and
to make of the whole occurrence an-
other propaganda mill for the Soviet."

Churchill persisted, however, di-
recting Eden in early April to send a
telegram to Soviet Foreign Minister
Molotov, thanking him for the recent
relesse of British civilians in North
Korea, and adding: "l am encouraged
by this to ask myself whether there are
further questions directly arising be-
tween our two Governments on which
progress might now be made."

Relations between Churchill and
Eden were somewhat strained. Eden
wrote to his son on 10 April: "All iswell
otherwise, except that W gets daily
older & is apt to ring up & waste a
great dea of time. Between ourselves,
the outside world has little idea how
difficult that becomes. Please make me
retire before | am 80!" The problem was
temporarily resolved when Eden's
health took a turn for the worse and
Churchill became Acting Foreign Sec-
retary for an extended period.

Recdling his tax-cutting days as
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Churchill
could not resist mocking the Socialist
opposition during the introduction of
the second budget in his administration:
"Last Tuesday | went to the House of
Commons to hear...the first Budget
since the war without any new taxes."
With relish, he described the opposi-
tion's reaction to this "most insulting
and malevolent" tax cut: "I wish you
had been there with me to see the look
of absolute misery and anger which
swept across the crowded faces opposite.
Sixpence off the income tax! Class
favour to over thirty millions of people.
Only nine shillings in the pound left for
the income tax collector!"

Churchill then turned to new lead-
ership in Moscow: "Is there a new
breeze blowing on the tormented
world? [A]t the end of the war...I could
not understand why Soviet Russa did
not join with the Western Allies in seek-
ing a just and lasting treaty of
peace....Now it may be that another
chance will come. Perhaps indeed it has
come. We cannot tell. The future isin-
scrutable. But as so often happens the
path of duty is clear. We must not cast
away a single hope, however dender, so
long as we believe there is good faith
and goodwill." M>
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GLIMPSES: MARIAN HOLMES SPICER
"That's a damned pretty girl—lovely. Sort of girl who'a rather die
than have secrets torn out or’ her." —W&C

arian Spicer, who died in late

2001 aged 80, was one of the

smal team of secretaries work-
ing for Winston Churchill in World War
I1. She kept a remarkably pithy and re-
veding diary, and more recently gave her
reminiscences to a number of radio and
televison programs, including "Chur-
chill" with officid biographer Sr Martin i
Gilbert.
In a letter to Gilbert in 1985, }
Marian recaled how Churchill required
the highest standards and could be im-
patient if anything less were forthcom-
ing. "But in al his moods—totally ab-
sorbed in the serious matter of the moment, agonised over
some piece of wartime bad news, suffused with compas-
sion, sentimental and in tears, truculent, bitingly sarcadtic,
mischievous or hilariously funny—he was at al times
splendidly entertaining, humane and lovable."

She was born Marian Clare Lumley-Holmes at
Clapham, South London, on 26 September 1921, the
youngest of four children. Her father, A.E. Lumley-
Holmes, was a former Scots guardsman and subsequently
a conductor and arranger at Victoria Pdace. Marian was
educated at Notre Dame, a convent in Clapham. She

joined the secretariad staff of 10 Downing Street a the age |

of 17 in August 1938, a month before Neville Chamber-
lain sgned the Munich Agreement. She was fond of
Chamberlain, whom she described as "one of the most
maligned men in our history,” but when Churchill took
over as Prime Minister in May 1940 "it was as if a super-
human current of high-voltage dectricity was let loose."

By 1943, when Holmes joined the small pool doing
dictation work for Churchill himsdf, his secretaries were
working from 8.30 am until long after midnight, under
the generd supervision of Kathleen Hill. On March 24th,
Holmes recorded in her diary: "At last my initiation and
baptism of fire. 11.30 pm. Mr. Rowan introduced me
very firmly and said twice, 'This is Miss Holmes." The
PM was so absorbed in the documents he was reading
that he did not hear and did not even look up.

We are pleased to follow Grace Hamblin's "Chartwell Memories' last
issue with these, by kind permission of The Daily Telegraph, © 2002.
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"He went straight into dictating and
| took it down on the slent typewriter.
'Here you are—he dill didn't look at
4 me. | took the papers, he reached for
more work from his despatch box and |
made for the door. Loud voice
‘Dammit, don't go. I've only just started.’
. He then looked up. 'l am so sorry. |

= thought it was Miss Layton. What is
your name? 'Miss Holmes. 'Miss
Hope? 'Miss Holmes.' 'Oh.™

Almost certainly, Marian Holmes was
the young secretary to whom Grace
Hamblin referred in her remarks at the
1987 Churchill Conference (republished
lagt issue): "She's gill very pretty and in those days she
must have been lovey; she is far haired and blue eyed,
like a fary. Apparently he said to Lady Churchill when
she firg appeared, 'Oh dear, she's very young. | mustn't
frighten her!" | can well imagine him saying it."

Marian Holmes continues: "He then carried on dic-
tating directives and comments on various documents
from his box, every so often glancing a me over his spec-
tacles. 'That is dl for the moment. You know, you must
never be frightened of me when | snap. I'm not snapping
a you but thinking of the work." This was said with a
cherubic smile. When | took the work back to the PM, he
sad he wouldn't need me for the moment but to Stay
around. This was my first forma encounter working for
him and | think | have been accepted.”

Some months later, Churchill asked her name again,
but failing to catch the answer turned to his Principa Pri-
vate Secretary, John Martin, for enlightenment. "Mr. Mar-
tin sad, 'Y ou know—Sherlock Holmes.! Ah,' sad the PM,
'Miss Sherlock!" | hope the tag doesn't stick.” But it did.

Marian Holmes recdled that Churchill was kind
when dictating. "For instance, when | had read various
bits of the statement over to him, he murmured, Very
clear,! by way of encouragement.” Long and arduous
nights were par for the course. On one occasion in 1943,
ghe drove back to London with Churchill from Chartwell:
"He dictated most of the way, and it was a balancing act,
as we were driven at grest speed, trying to keep despatch
boxes from falling on the flowers, finding the right papers
and taking dictation on them dl at the same time. Back at







