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The Views of Mr. Powell
I was married to J. Enoch Powell for forty-

six years, and can assert that, contrary to what
Conrad Black writes in his review of John
Lukacs' book, Churchill: Visionary. Statesman.
Historian, in Finest Hour #117, page 36, my
husband never held the view "that Churchill
should have made a live and let live deal with
Hitler." Mr. Powell was a professor of Greek
in Sydney when war was declared and flew
home that month (September 1939), joined
the Army as a private soldier and ended the
war as a Brigadier. I am sure you will wish to
publish this letter in your next edition.

PAMELA POWELL, LONDON

Lord Black responds:
My comment was based on what Mr.

Powell told me in the presence of his biogra-
pher, Simon Heffer, when he came to lunch
with us at the Daily Telegraph. He was, as you
know, extremely antagonistic to the United
States, held that country largely responsible
for the dissolution of the British Empire, and
told us he favoured a negotiated end to the
war with Germany in 1943, and a postwar al-
liance with the Soviet Union rather than the
United States and Western Europe. He said
he had written to someone in 1943 proposing
a negotiated end to the European war. We
further discussed these matters several years
later at the Conservative Philosophy Group
where I described him as "irrationally anti-
American" in the midst of a perfectly civilized
exchange. I was in some other respects an ad-
mirer of Mr. Powell and enjoyed my meetings
and correspondence with him.

LORD BLACK OF CROSSHARBOUR, OC PC(C)

Tax Cutters
Kudos to Michael McMenamin's Au-

tumn 2002 "Action This Day" on Churchill's
massive 1927 tax cut proposal. McMenamin
accurately reports that the cuts were paid for
by reduction in expenditure, including mili-
tary: an example of true leadership in stark
contrast to current politicians who style them-
selves conservatives and propose huge tax re-
ductions. Today's taxation proposals, unlike
Churchill's, are not paid for with spending
cuts but funded with borrowed money; they
will increase the national debt, and the inter-
est on that debt.

BRUCE NORMAN STIER, FT. WAYNE, IND.

Mr. McMenamin responds:
Churchill would appreciate and accept

Mr. Stier's gracious compliment, but would
hasten to explain his economic policies were

more complicated than the limited space of
"Action This Day" permits or Mr. Stier's letter
suggests. Churchill didn't attempt, using a sta-
tic analysis, to balance tax and spending cuts
like a bean counter. To Churchill, tax cuts,
spending reductions and even tax increases
were part of a dynamic mix aimed, especially
in 1927, at stimulating what we call today the
supply side of the economy. Churchill elabo-
rated on this in a newspaper essay in 1939:

My tenure of the Exchequer [1924-1929] ran
into quiet and prosperous times. In my five
years, I was able to reduce taxation substan-
tially...the consuming power of the people was
encouraged, and strong new resources of wealth
were 'left to fructify' in the pockets of the peo-
ple. Debt was substantially reduced; our obliga-
tions to the United States were punctually
met....I devised a number of new taxes, all
much abused at the time, all increased since, on
silk, on petrol, and on motor-cars. I maintained
a sinking fund of over fifteen millions a year ef-
fective payment. Unemployment fell to below
the million mark. I really thought I was myself
entitled to survey this work of five years with
some major satisfaction.

MICHAEL T. MCMENAMIN, CLEVELAND

Artistic License
On page 30 of FH 117

the caption identifies the
middle figure as Rear-Admi-
ral Madden, but he is wear-
ing the stripes of a Vice-Ad-
miral. I doubt that Madden
and Jellicoe were Churchill's
"two highest executive officers." I believe that
these should include the First Sea Lotd.

HENRY V. BOHM, NORTHVILLE, MICH.

Editors' response:
The painting and caption are from The

Sphere of 15 August 1914. The painting does
not picture a real event, just a generalised view
of what may have happened any time in the
preceding ten days. It is highly stylised: I can-
not imagine two admirals briefing the First
Lord in his office like this while still wearing
their caps. On this date, Admiral Sir John Jel-
licoe was Commander-in Chief, Grand Fleet
and Rear Admiral Madden was his chief of
staff (but not second in command). Madden
was not promoted to the acting rank of Vice-
Admiral until June 1915 and did not become
second-in-command till 1916, so both the
painting and caption are misleading. To refer
to these two as the First Lords two highest ex-
ecutive officers is highly irregular. I doubt if
the term was known to the Royal Navy and
was probably coined by the caption writer in
ignorance of official terminology, PHC IS
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@ The Centre: President's Letter

B;y the time you read this, six months will have passed with The Churchill
Centre under the guidance of new officers and professional staff operating
from new offices in Washington, D. C. Dan Myers, our new Executive

Director, has assumed his role as the focal point of administrative activities with
a high degree of professionalism. He has smoothly engineered the transfer of all
membership and financial records to the Centre's office and is actively managing
these essential functions. Churchill Stores and the Churchill Centre Book Club
have been combined and transferred to Washington, and Dan will substantially
increase their offerings. Through innumerable personal visits, lunches, dinners
and telephone calls, Dan is raising the Centre's profile in the capital city.

The Centre's Executive Committee, consisting of Vice President Chuck Platt, Secretary Doug Russell, Trea-
surer Craig Horn, Trustees Chairman Richard Langworth and myself, is actively engaged in the Centre's affairs.
When I scheduled monthly Executive Committee conference calls I promised the committee that the calls would
be limited to one hour each. That promise was shattered during our first call, which required nearly two hours.
The same has been true with subsequent calls simply because agendas are long and discussions intense.

We are carefully reviewing the nature and level of our operating expenses. The procedures used to justify
them are being tightened. Certain categories are being questioned. The Centre's financial status is now scrutinized
on a monthly basis.

It is apparent that commonly accepted prior practices need to be stated in formal Centre policies. We are ad-
dressing complimentary memberships; commercial solicitation of Centre members; Governor and Executive Com-
mittee participation in planning annual conferences; automatic Centre membership for members in good standing
of our allies, ICS-Canada and ICS-UK; proper documentation for expenses, both for outside vendors and Centre
leaders. New and challenging management issues appear with surprising regularity.

The groundwork for major fund raising has and is being laid by Richard Langworth and the chairman of the
Centre's Campaign D-Day, Laurence Geller. While their plans are indeed ambitious, their enthusiasm and the
scope of their efforts will, I'm sure, carry the day.

I have asked two past presidents, Richard Langworth and John Plumpton, along with our Executive Direc-
tor, to help me to conduct a top to bottom review of the Centre's governance structure and procedures. The Cen-
tre was founded nearly eight years ago and some adjustments, or even wholesale revamping, may be in order.

Drafts of a detailed and comprehensive student outreach program are being circulated among various Centre
members for informal comments. When these comments have been fused into a final draft, it will be presented.

I am pleased that our affiliated local groups throughout Canada, England and the United States are thriving.
Established groups are holding more and larger meetings, publishing newsletters and expressing a willingness, even
an eagerness, to do more. The Centre's energetic local coordinator, Judy Kambestad, has just concluded a very suc-
cessful foray through the southeast U.S. where core groups for new affiliates have met in Atlanta, Georgia; Chapel
Hill, North Carolina; Gainesville and Jacksonville, Florida; and Charleston, South Carolina. This rapidly expand-
ing network of groups affiliated with the Centre will provide a solid basis for the promotion of our goals.

Much attention is given to the participation in various events—ours and those of others. We will be sponsor-
ing with our affiliate, the Washington Society for Churchill, a presentation by Celia Sandys in June in Washing-
ton, D.C.; hosting the Third Churchill Lecture in Washington; holding an annual international conference in
Bermuda November 5th-8th; and assisting the Elderhostel organization in conducting a World War II Churchill
conference in Virginia in the spring of 2004. Also in Washington in the spring of 2004 the Centre will be involved
in the dedication of the World War II Memorial and a major Churchill exhibit at the Library of Congress. Not to
be overlooked is the our 2004 International Conference in September, beginning in Portsmouth, England, then
moving across the channel to the D-Day beaches and on to Berlin. Planning for
meetings in 2005 (Quebec City and West Point/Hyde Park, New York), and 2006
(Chicago with Lincoln Forum participation) are under way.

I hope this interim report is meaningful to you who support us by your con-
tinued membership. We will continue to do all we can to justify your confidence.
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DATELINES
QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

'[The French] want the best of all worlds—not to fight in the war, but to remain a great power."

—WSC to Sir William Strang, Downing Street, 6 July 1953 (see "Action Tkis Day," 1953, page 17)

Lord Heseltine to Address Bermuda Churchill Conference

When Michael Heseltine became Secretary of State
for Defence in 1983, he immediately revealed his
Churchillian credentials. Learning that the magnifi-
cent George IV bookcase, octagonal table, and
Queen Anne grandfather clock which had once fur-
nished Churchill's Admiralty were still in storage, he
sent for all three pieces and installed them in his
office. We pictured him with these trophies on the
back cover of Finest Hour 43, Spring 1984.

A graduate of Oxford and an officer in the
Welsh Guards, Michael Heseltine helped create
Haymarket Publishing Group, one of the largest
British magazine companies, in the 1960s. He

rejoined the board on leaving government in 1997 and became chairman in 1999.
Mr. Heseltine contested the Gower constituency and Coventry North

before being elected for Tavistock, Devon, in 1966. Following the redistribution of
Tavistock, he represented Henley from 1974 to 2001. Serving a variety of offices in
the shadow cabinets of 1970-79, he became Secretary of State for the Environment
(1979-83). As Minister of Defence (1983-86) he played a central role in defeating
the unilateral nuclear disarmament campaign of the mid-1980s.

He resigned from the Cabinet in 1986 and four years later challenged
Mrs. Thatcher for the leadership of the Conservative Party. She resigned and Mr.
Heseltine joined John Major's Cabinet, again as Minister of Environment. His posi-
tions since include President of the Board of Trade, Secretary of State for Trade and
Industry, and Deputy Prime Minister, a post he held until April 1997. After the
1997 election he became chairman of Conservative Mainstream, whose objective it
is to stimulate interest in the "centre ground of politics," not very different from
Winston Churchill's approach in his own day. His books are Where There's a Will
(1987), The Challenge of Europe: Can Britain Win?(\989) and his political autobi-
ography, Life in the Jungle (2000).

The Churchill Centre is proud to welcome Lord Heseltine along with
Lady Soames and Sir Martin Gilbert to Bermuda in November.

Paraphrasers
QATAR, APRIL 29TH— Addressing American
troops, U.S. Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said: "You have driven a
repressive regime from power, ending a
threat to free people everywhere, pro-
tecting our country from a growing
danger and giving the Iraqi people a
chance to build a free nation." When

asked by a soldier whether he had been
flooded with apologies from critics
Rumsfeld replied, "There were a lot of
hand wringers around weren't
there?...You know, during World War
II Winston Churchill was talking
about the Battle of Britain and he said,
'Never...was so much owed, by so
many, to so few.' A humorist in

Washington...sent me a note in which
he said, 'Never have so many been so
wrong about so much.'"

Now the questions are over what
kind of government Iraq will get. And
to paraphrase Churchill's acerbic
defense of democracy, it might turn out
to be the worst system we could devise,
except for all the other systems.

Gretchen Unveils Winston
NEW YORK, MAY 15TH— Few FH readers
may subscribe to Elle, a magazine for
young women who desire to be
instructed in ways and means to excite
young men into marriage. (What a
commentary on today's youth! A
sweater two sizes too small was all that
was needed when I was young; our girls
were cunning enough to generate
paroxysms of desire among boys with
no instruction whatsoever, indeed in
defiance of instruction from various
busybodies. But I digress.) The "Elle
Recommends" column of the June "Sex
and Body issue" contains the following:

"Yale Law School professor
Gretchen Rubin tackles one of the
twentieth century's most towering and
voluminously written-about statesmen
in her inventive Forty Ways to Look at
Winston Churchill a biographical col-
lage that offers glimpses of the great
man as a brilliant wordsmith, formida-
ble military strategist, prodigious
drinker, closet crybaby, and political
genius—and a fascinating distillation
of, as Churchill himself famously
described Russia, 'a riddle wrapped in a
mystery inside an enigma.'" (Rubin has
fallen for Churchill's pretense about his
liquor consumption; and actually, WSC
was a public crybaby.)

This may not be exactly what the
Centre's next generation campaign has
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DATELINES

in mind, but we need new forums, fresh
audiences. Perhaps we should invite
Prof. Rubin to take part in one of our
academic panels. Might she bring along
a posse of dewy-cheeked Elle readers,
eager for instruction in the romantic
arts known only to veterans of Sterner
Days? —Terry McGarry

"The Ultimate Conceit"
PLACENTIA, CALIF., MARCH 15TH— Over the

years our Patron, Lady Soames, has
impressed upon us this rule of conduct:
"Thou shah not proclaim what my
father would do in modern situations."
She always asks people who presume to
know what Sir Winston would do:
"How do you know?"

There has been a great deal of this
lately, what with the Iraq business and
the sorry events leading up to it. To
draw lessons from Churchill's experi-
ence and apply them to current situa-
tions is different from proclaiming pre-
cisely what he might do in response to
current situations.

The difference is a fine one, often
missed. But it is crucial to observe, as
Professor David Freeman said today to
a chapter of the Dartmouth Alumni
Association: "When someone asked
Alonzo Hamby, the Truman biograph-
er, to speculate on what Truman would
have done about a certain current situ-
ation, Hamby replied that for a biogra-
pher to speculate on what his subject
would do about something in the pre-
sent is the 'ultimate conceit.'"

Professor Freeman's topic was
"Churchill the Peacemaker," illustrating
what WSC had done in various situa-
tions to secure peace. "My aim was to
make the talk relevant to current events,
but avoid indulging in the 'ultimate
conceit.' Although my audience
spanned the political spectrum, I
received a positive response. I think the
trick is to explain what Churchill did in
a specific situation, leaving it to indi-
viduals to decide what conclusions to
draw: 'using without abusing.'"

"Gallant and Honourable"
LONDON, MAY liTH— Former War

Minister John Profumo CBE, who in
1963 was forced to resign from the

Cabinet for
lying to the
House of
C o m m o n s
over his affair
with call girl
C h r i s t i n e
Keeler, may be
rehabilitated.
In a Com-
mons motion,
five MPs de-
clared today
that the coun-
try owed John
Profumo "a huge debt of gratitude" for
voting against his party in May 1940:
the vote of confidence which helped
propel Chamberlain out of office, and
Churchill in.

They said the Tory rebels, among
whom Profumo is the last surviving
member, ensured "the survival of this
country," leading to victory by the
Allies in 1945. Churchill's grandson,
Tory MP Nicholas Soames, has also
signed the motion. There is a campaign
to get the Prime Minister to reinstate
the Privy Council status Mr. Profumo
gave up when he resigned, a move
backed by the present Tory leader Iain
Duncan Smith. Since 1963 John
Profumo, now 88, has devoted himself
to charity work. —Paul Rowley, BBC

Vituperation is Back
NEW YORK, APRIL 29TH— William Safire, in
his op-ed column in The New York
Times, welcomed the rebirth of vituper-
ation, citing an exchange between
deputy secretary of state Richard
Armitage and former speaker of the
House Newt Gingrich. "Gingrich,
whose ethical decisions I castigated
when he was riding high, may wish to
respond to the Armitage counterattack
with a cool analysis of institutional
spinelessness at State," Safire writes.
"Perhaps he can use this example of
invective without rancor:

'"I remember, when I was a child,'
said Winston Churchill in the Thirties,
directing his Commons oratory at J.
Ramsay MacDonald's Labour govern-
ment, 'being taken to the celebrated
Barnum's Circus, which contained an

exhibition of freaks and monstrosities,
but the exhibit which I most desired to
see was the one described as The
Boneless Wonder. My parents judged
that the spectacle would be too revolt-
ing and demoralizing for my youthful
eyes,' said Churchill, fixing a cherubic
gaze at MacDonald, 'and I have waited
fifty years to see the Boneless Wonder
sitting on the Treasury Bench.'"

Churchill Meets Havurah
TUCSON, ARIZONA, MARCH 12TH— D a v i d

Druckman spoke for an hour tonight
before seventy members of Havurah, a
Jewish oriented group, touching on
WSC's philosophy with a quotation
from Benjamin Franklin: "The only
way to secure peace is to be prepared for
war." Churchill's supposed defects were
next on the agenda: Druckman punc-
tured the "lazy, cigar-smoking, alco-
holic" charges, finally coming to the
familiar cant that WSC refused to help
the Jews.

"I showed pictures of Churchill's
Jewish friends, including Cassel, Laski,
Baruch, Isaacs, Blum, and lastly Chaim
Weizmann, who led major Jewish orga-
nization in the early 20th century to
establish a Jewish State and was first
president of Israel," Druckman says. "I
noted that before World War I
Churchill, representing Manchester
North West, fought against the Aliens
Bill, which attempted to curtail Jewish
immigration after a Russian pogrom.
Moving to WW1 and its aftermath, I
discussed how Churchill fought the
Bolsheviks and, as Colonial Secretary,
set the borders of Palestine, which even-
tually allowed 320,000 Jews to emigrate
there before World War II, in spite of
the 1939 White Paper discouraging
such emigration."

Most of the presentation -was
about World War II: Churchill's assets
and liabilities, and how he was con-
fronted with anti-semitism; why he
could not get the U.S. Air Force, which
was responsible in that area, to bomb
the concentration camps and rail lines.
Churchill's pro-Zionist postwar support
of Israel (in spite of the death of his
friend Lord Moyne at the hands of
Zionist extremists) was mentioned. >>>

FINEST HOUR 119/7



DATELINES

"I related several personal stories, such
as Churchill's near meeting with Hitler
in 1932, quoted Chaim Weizmann's
praise of Churchill, and Churchill's
own remarks to the U.S. Congress in
1952, redeclaring his support for a
Jewish national home," Mr. Druckman
continues. "Lastly I asked the support
of Havurah to 'keep the memory green
and the record accurate,' to challenge
the revisionists, to remember the great-
est statesman of the 20th century, and
to teach the young. I was asked to pre-
pare another talk for later in the year."

Covers Program Ends
LAS VEGAS, JUNE 1ST— One of the last links
with our philatelic origins ended today
as Dave Marcus, who has managed the
commemorative cover program since
the early 1970s, called an end to his
efforts, which have produced over fifty
covers bearing stamps, postmarks and
cover designs marking important
Churchill anniversaries. Diminished
interest, modern postal practices which
deface covers in the mail, and the
advent of a similar programme by ICS-
UK are the reasons.

The old Churchill Study Unit pro-
duced its first cover in 1969 to mark the
95th anniversary of Churchill's birth.
Bearing a rubber stamp imprint and
Churchill commemorative stamps, it
was postmarked at Woodstock,
Oxfordshire. After Dave took over
cover management in 1971, design and
print quality increased dramatically.

Among notable achievements over
the years was a cover carried to South
Africa by David Druckman and post-
marked at railway stations along the
escape route Churchill had followed in
eluding the Boers ninety years earlier.
Another cover was postmarked in Iran
to mark the 90th anniversary of the
Teheran Conference—a project which
caused Dave to produce a supply of fail-
safe covers from a domestic post office
in case the Iranians refused to cooper-
ate! The final commemorative cover,
marking the 50th anniversary of
Churchill's comeback victory in the
1951 General Election, was posted
from Woodford, WSC's constituency,
on 26 October 2001. Complete collec-

"View of Chartwell" Oil on Canvas
for Conference Benefactors

Members who register for the
Bermuda Conference at the Benefactor
level or above will receive this magnifi-
cent oil-on-canvas replica of one of
Churchill's most prized paintings.
Benefactor registration is $3000 per
couple, $2000 per individual and in-
cludes the usual substantial tax deduc-
tions for U.S. & Canadian citizens.

Churchill painted "View of
Chartwell" in 1938 from his favorite

viewpoint, high on the hill to the left of today's car park, his ponds in the fore-
ground and the Weald of Kent behind. "You're a fool if you haven't been up
there," he once remarked to Grace Hamblin.

We are indebted to Wylma Wayne, Minnie Churchill, Churchill Heritage
Ltd. and Curtis Brown for making this limited edition possible. The painting
measures 28 x 32 inches, including a beautiful antique frame, and is produced
to the highest quality standards. It comes with a numbered certificate of au-
thenticity, and will be shipped from England immediately upon receipt of your
registration.

Registration packets have been mailed—be ready!

tions from #1 to #54 are few (not to
mention numerous variants and "fail-
safe" covers produced in case some
exotic mailing went wrong). We predict
they will be highly collectible.

Over the years the covers program
has made important contributions to
the revenue of the Churchill Study
Unit, International Churchill Society
and Churchill Centre. Dave Marcus has
held his job longer than anyone else in
our history. He enters well-earned
retirement with the thanks of all. RML

The Nazis Invade (Again)
WASHINGTON, MAY 7TH— PBS television
offered yet another rehash on the "If
Britain Had Fallen" theme first
expounded by Norman Longmate in
his historical fiction by the same title
(reviewed in Finest Hour 33 in 1982).
Two Nazi books, compiled by German
intelligence officer Walter Schellenberg,
were the basis for this effort. The first
was The Black Book, identifying for
elimination 2,820 British government
officials, European emigres, and the
cream of the intellectual and cultural
elite, including Noel Coward, E.M.
Forster, and H.G. Wells. The second
was Schellenberg's Informationshefl
G.B.—the blueprint for the domina-

tion of Great Britain. Outlined here
were the rules for how occupying
German troops should initially behave
(e.g., stand politely in line when shop-
ping), what groups are to be coopted,
what others killed (by Einsatz death
squads), and when to begin the depor-
tation of Jews back to Europe.

In the telecast "Hitler's Victory,"
the Germans invade on 24 September
1940. Auxiliary units created in secret
by Churchill to harass German troops
are history in two weeks. During fierce
fighting in Kent on October 15th, the
British mount a disastrous counterat-
tack. A massive air attack on London
kills Churchill in his war rooms. The
royals are evacuated to Canada. By
November 1st the Nazis parade
through London and install the Duke
of Windsor as King; he sits irrelevantly
at Balmoral Castle in Scotland. With
Britain gone, Hitler strikes east in May
1941, rather than late June. The weath-
er is better and the Soviet Union falls.
America is alone, while Werner
Heisenberg develops the atomic bomb
and Werner Von Braun works on rock-
ets that eventually will send a German
to the moon. The interviews with sur-
viving members of Britain's "auxil-
iaries"—aging citizens organized by
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Churchill who volunteered to murder
every invader they could get close to—
interesting adjuncts to the plot.

War Rooms Extension
LONDON, APRIL 8TH—The official opening
to the extension to the Cabinet War
Rooms (CWR) was conducted by the
Rt. Hon. Gordon Brown, Chancellor of
the Exchequer, who made a remarkable
speech citing Churchill as the saviour of
the world. Many distinguished guests
attended, including Lady Soames and
members of the Churchill family.
About 250 people were there, including
six members of ICS/UK. After speeches
by Mr. Brown and Admiral Sir Jock
Slater, Chairman of the Imperial War

Museum Trustees, there was a lunch
and a conducted tour of the extension.
This includes state-of-the-art educa-
tional facilities including video confer-
encing which will enable children (and
others) to be given tours of the CWR
from parts of the world which have
these facilities. More rooms are being
gradually opened up and restored to the
state they were in during WW2. The
museum is due to open in 2005 and
items are now being collected.

Erratum, FH 118, page 24
We stated that Churchill took fly-

ing lessons in 1913, "though already 34
years old"; he was actually 39. Thanks
to Terry Reardon for this correction.

Local & National Events
Events are also now covered by our fraternal publication, the Chartwell Bulletin.

Italian Tribute
BAVENO, LAKE MAGGIORE, ITALY, MAY 18TH—

Nigel and Angela Knocker represented
The Churchill Centre and Societies at
the unveiling of a new Churchill statue
at the Lido Palace Hotel. It was here
that Churchill spent part of his honey-
moon in 1908. The pro-British owner
of the hotel also has a statue of Queen
Victoria in the garden, and displays
many pictures of the present Queen.

The unveiling was carried out by
Winston Churchill, who spoke in
Italian. The British Consul from Milan
and Col. Knocker also spoke, the latter
relaying a message from Lady Soames.
Afterwards there was a lavish reception
which most of the town attended,
including British and American local
residents and holiday makers: a good
and happy occasion, well run in the

most beautiful setting.
Any members visiting the Italian

Lakes would be most welcome to call or
stay at the hotel, which is very comfort-
able and well run. They should make
their affiliation known in advance The
details are:

Lido Palace Hotel Baveno
Lago Maggiore
28831 Baveno (Vb)
S.S. Sempione.30 Italy
email: info@lidopalace.com

UK Annual General Meeting
WOODSTOCK, APRIL 12TH— Some fifty
members attended the A.G.M. of the
International Churchill Society UK,
holding a lively discussion of future
plans. A group of Portuguese wish to
open a chapter. We will, of course, help
them. James Taylor, Head of Research

and Learning at the CWR, gave an
interesting talk about the CWR devel-
opments. I judged this AGM the best
we have had.

Planning for the 2004 Churchill
Conference continues satisfactorily.
The notice on the Centre's website ask-
ing for an indication of numbers
intending to come has produced good
results. This is particularly useful for
the planning of conference phases 2
(Normandy) and 3 (Rhine crossing and
Berlin). —Nigel Knocker, Chairman

John Maurer on Teaching
WESTON, MASS., MAY 4TH— A score of New

England Churchillians gathered at the
home of Richard and Peggy Batchelder
for a talk by Professor John H. Maurer:
"Teaching Churchill: Studies in
Statesmanship and War Leadership."
Maurer is a member of the Policy and
Strategy Department, Naval War
College, Newport, Rhode Island. He
teaches an elective course on Winston
Churchill to officers from all branches
of the military, individuals from the
State and other government depart-
ments, and officers from allied navies.

Military officers need to be aware
of strategic and policy factors that
determine not merely how to win the
war but how to win the peace. Students
examine the strategic and policy issues
Churchill faced, starting with the pre-
Great War naval arms race with
Germany and ending with the Cold
War. Learning how Churchill faced cur-
rent dangers and anticipated future
threats and changes in warfare gives stu-
dents the opportunity to think about
the current strategic environment and
imagine future environments.

Professor Maurer related how one
student, a naval officer from a Far
Eastern country that had only recently
become a democratic state, took the
Churchill course because he wanted to
see how a great leader directed a democ-
racy in a desperate struggle by sustain-
ing the people's morale and crafting a
winning strategy. It was no surprise to
learn that students come away from the
course with an enthusiasm for
Churchill and appreciation of his con-
temporary relevance. >>>
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Maurer on Teaching...
Guests enjoyed a buffet supper and

the opportunity to view Richard
Batchelder's collection of Churchill
books and memorabilia. At the host's
suggestion, attendees contributed
books and other Churchilliana for a
silent auction that raised $200 for The
Churchill Centre and augmented sever-
al collections.

Post-War Summitry
WASHINGTON, MAY 2isT— For a brief two
months in early 1953 there was a
chance that Churchill's push for a Big-
Three summit meeting might have
some effect. Stalin had died in March
and the new Soviet leadership, less sure
of itself and more flexible, might have
been willing to meet with Churchill
and newly-elected U.S. President
Eisenhower. So suggested Dr. Klaus
Larres in remarks to the Washington
Society for Churchill at a dinner on
May 21st. Holder of the Kissinger
Chair at the Library of Congress in
2002-03, and taking up the Chair in
International Relations and Foreign
Policy at London University in this
autumn, Larres is the author of the
well-received Churchill's Cold War. He
spoke to nearly 30 interested listeners
about Churchill's postwar push for con-
tinued summitry. A fuller account of
his remarks will be published in the
Chartwell Bulletin #4, which will
appear this summer.

The Past is Back
WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND, MAY 1ST— A f t e r

discovering that they could not teach
the historical fiction books in their
lessons without delving into the history
of World War II, Winfield Elementary
School language arts teachers Rona
Haddaway, Cathy Stephens and
Melanie Dorsey produced a WW2
USO (United Service Organizations)
show with fifth-grade students. Putting
together a show that touched on the
historical figures of the war, the stories
the classes had read about children
affected by the war and the music,
advertisements and propaganda of the
era would tie the unit together, the
teachers said.

They taught students to swing
dance, make hand-drawn flags and bat-
tleship posters, and write their scripts
after researching books and the inter-
net. The performance was part of a
Carroll County elementary school's
tribute to war veterans.

The skits and performances told of
a life that may seem almost foreign to
today's elementary school pupils. They
used puppets to depict the famous
radio broadcast speeches of Franklin
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill.
They used a game show to share facts
about the "victory gardens" that many
people planted after governments
encouraged them to grow food,
enabling more supplies to be shipped
abroad to the troops.

Boys, some in camouflage fatigues,
recited by memory a torrent of statistics
about the size, markings and firepower
of the lumbering battleships and air-
craft that took center stage during the
Second World War. Girls wrote a com-
mercial in which jeans- and bandanna-
clad women who went to work in air-
plane factories during the war tried to
persuade a group of housewives in
kitchen aprons to make sacrifices.

Zack Merritt, 11, said that he
"learned about battleships and what
happened back then and what the war
was about. It was about the Germans,
Italians and Japanese forming the Axis
Powers, and there was a whole lot of
people against them because they were
destroying things and killing Jews
because the Nazis thought Germans
were better than everybody and Hitler
was the main guy."

—Jennifer McMenamin, Balti-
more Sun.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Churchill Weekend
MILTON KEYNES, AUGUST 30TH— Bletchley

Park's Second Annual Churchill
Weekend opens to visitors through
August 31st. It commemorates the close
link between Bletchley Park and
Churchill, highlighting his support for
and enduring reliance on secret intelli-
gence. This weekend will also portray

Local Contacts

Contact these regions or independent organi-
zations to participate in local events; or our
Local Coordinator if you wish to start one in
an area not listed: Judith Kambestad, 1172
Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705, tel.
(714) 838-4741, emailjammpott@aol.com.

ALASKA: Judith & Jim Muller
2410 Galewood Street, Anchotage AK 99508
Bus. tel. (907) 786-4740. Email: afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu

CALGARY: Rick Billington, President
The Rt. Hon. Sir Winston Spencer Churchill Society
2379 Longridge Drive, Calgary, Alberta T3E 5N7
Res. tel. (403) 249-5016. Email: rscjhome@aol.com

CALIFORNIA NORTH: Michael Barrington
34263 Eucalyptus Terrace, Fremont CA 94555
Res. tel. (510) 791-2305. Email: Majb7016@aol.com

CALIFORNIA SOUTH: Jerry Kambestad
Southern California Churchillians
1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705
Res. tel. (714) 838-4741. Email: GDKamb@aol.com

CHICAGO: Phil & Susan Larson
Winston S. Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
Res. tel. (708) 352-6825. Email: parker-fox@>msn.com

DALLAS: Paula Restrepo
North Texas Churchillians
4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dallas TX 75205
Res. tel. (214) 522-7201. Email: cunengland@aol.com

DENVER: Hugh B. McCreery
6869 N. Hillpark Avenue, Parker CO 80134
Res. tel. (720) 747-6050. Email: hmccreery@2-10.com

DETROIT: Gary Bonine
3609 Lake George Road, Dryden MI 48428
Tel. (810)796-3180

ENGLAND NORTH: Derek Greenwell
ICS (UK) Northern Chapter, "Farriers Cottage,"
Station Road, Goldsborough, Knaresborough,
N. Yorks. HG5 8NT. Res. tel. (01423) 863225

FLORIDA NORTH: Robert Chalmers
1443 Avondale Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32205-7820
Res. tel. (904) 388-7443. Email: Blchalmers@aol.com

GEORGIA: Gary Garrison
2364 Beechwood Drive, Atlanta GA 30062
Res. tel. (770) 509-5430. Email: ccsgary@bellsouth.net

NEW ENGLAND: Suzanne Sigman
New England Churchillians
42 Dudley Lane, Milton MA 02186
Res tel. (617) 696-1833. Email: ssigman@attbi.com

OHIO: Michael McMenamin
1300 Terminal Tower, Cleveland OH 44113-2253
Bus. tel. (216) 781-1212. Email: mtm@walterhav.com

TORONTO: Norm & Jean MacLeod
Other Club of Ontario
16 Glenlaura Court, Ashburn ON LOB 1AO
Res. tel. (905) 655-4051. Email: jeana@idirect.com

VANCOUVER: Chris & Dorothy Hebb
The Rt. Hon. Sir Winston Spencer Churchill Society
Ste 1700, 1111 W. Georgia St, Vancouver BC V6E 4M3
Tel. (604) 209-6400. Email: cavell_capital@telus.net

WASHINGTON-DELMARVA: Caroline Harder
Washington Society for Churchill
5956 Coopers Landing Court, Burke VA 2201 5
Res. tel. (703) 503-9226. Email: Hartzlercr@aol.com
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CHURCHILL CALENDAR
Local events organizers: please send upcoming event notices to the editor for posting here.

If address and email is not stated below, look for it on inside front cover.

Summer
23 August: New Hampshire picnic and book discussion. New England Churchillians.
31 August-5 Sep: Elderhostel Churchill-Roosevelt program, UK. Tel. (617) 457-5422.

29 August: APSA Churchill Panel and black tie dinner. Tel. (888) WSC-1874.
30-31 August: Churchill Weekend, Bletchley Park. Tel. (01908) 640404.

Autumn
18 September (noon): Fourth Churchill Lecture, George Washington University;
(6PM) Churchill Centre opening reception, Hyatt Hotel. Tel. (888) WSC-1874.

* * *.
5-8 November: Twentieth International Churchill Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda

Contact David Boler, UK, tel. (01892) 871289, david@boleronline.comor
Randy Barber, Canada, tel. (905) 201-6687, randy.barber@cbs.gov.on.ca

Sir Winston Churchill's 129th Birthday: Sunday 30 November:
• Anchorage: Annual black tie dinner, Hotel Captain Cook.

• Boston: Annual black tie dinner, venue and speaker to be announced.
• Los Angeles: Celia Sandys will speak on her new book, Chasing Churchill.

Local members will be advised by post. For contacts, see page opposite.

2004
24-29 September: Twenty-first International Churchill Conference, Portsmouth and
Normandy, possibly extended a week (to follow the route of Allied armies through

northwest Europe to Berlin). Contact: ICS UK (address on page 2).

the close cooperation between
Churchill and Roosevelt. New this year
are unique papers from the Churchill
Archives and the Cabinet War Rooms.
The International Churchill Society of
the UK will support the event with a
special display of memorabilia.

On both days at 14:00, there will
be topical lectures. Dr Brian Oakley
will discuss Churchill and Bletchley
Park, while Peter Wescombe (Bletchley
Trustee) will speak on how the
Churchill-Roosevelt relationship fitted
into Allied Intelligence systems. On
Saturday and Sunday at 12:00 and
15:00, Churchill's former footman
John Gibson will be available to explain
his exhibition of original memorabilia
in a question and answer forum.

Special displays in and around the
Mansion include the exquisite Darrah-
Harwood Churchilliana collection on
permanent display, a painting of the
launch Havengore, which carried
Churchill's coffin on 30 January 1965,
a 1935 Rolls-Royce supposedly used by
Churchill to travel between Charrwell
and Westminster, a collection of
Churchill stamps, cartoon and artwork

displays, and films on WSC's life and
times in the Enigma Cinema.

For information contact Christine
Large, telephone (01908) 640404. For
tickets and parking permits for journal-
ists telephone (01908) 647269.

Elderhostel Programme
Members are invited to join

Elderhostel for a remarkable program,
"Churchill and Roosevelt: the Atlantic
Alliance," on August 31st through
September 5th. Through a special
arrangement with Christ Church,
Oxford University. Elderhostel has cre-
ated a unique program that examines
the alliance made by Churchill and
Roosevelt as they embarked on their
wartime campaigns.

Participants will explore the
dynamic relationship as they attend the
Atlantic Alliance conference at Christ
Church. Internationally renowned
speakers include Sir Michael Howard,
Dr. Geoffrey Best, Professors David
Reynolds and Warren Kimball. The
programme further examines Anglo-
American cooperation through field
trips and lectures in London,
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Chartwell, Bletchley Park, Blenheim,
Bladon, and Oxford.

This program represents an extra-
ordinary opportunity. Space is limited
and we anticipate great interest, so call
Elderhostel at (617) 457-5422, or email
cheppner@elderhostel. org now.

APSA Panel and Dinner
PHILADELPHIA, AUGUST 29TH— The annual
academic panel and dinner held by the
Churchill Centre as a related organiza-
tion of the American Political Science
Association warmly welcomes members
and guests. The panel is tentatively
scheduled at 2:15 p.m. and will last just
less than two hours. The subject is
"Winston Churchill's Savrola." WSC's
only novel will be analyzed from vari-
ous points of view in anticipation of the
new definitive edition of the book edit-
ed by Patrick J. C. Powers.

The panel is chaired by William
Ives, Churchill Centre President. The
presentations are "Savrola: An Early
Expression of Churchill's Philosophy
on Life," by Douglas M. Brattebo,
United States Naval Academy; "Politics
and Romance in Churchill's Savrola"
James W. Muller, University of Alaska,
Anchorage: and "Savrola: Churchill's
First and Only Novel," by Patrick J. C.
Powers, Magdalen College.

The exact location of the panel
may be determined by calling (888)
WSC-1874 at or after noon on August
28th, or will be sent by e-mail on that
day to those who have subscribed to the
dinner following the panel.

The annual academic dinner, with
its customary collegial mixture of acad-
emic and lay Churchillians, will be held
at the Union League, 140 South Broad
Street, Philadelphia on Friday evening,
August 29th. Dinner subscriptions are
$75; dress is black tie or coat and tie.
Parking is available at a garage adjacent
to the club. The program for the dinner
will be announced on the invitations,
which will be mailed to members in
Pennsylvania and surrounding states,
but any other Churchill Centre mem-
ber who might like to attend and who
wishes to receive an invitation should
telephone The Centre at (888) WSC-
1874 after July 15th. «



EMINENT CHURCHILLIANS

Jim Lane, Washington State
Board of Governors
and Finance Committee

FRIDAY HARBOR, WASHINGTON— W h e n he

was a young, up-and-coming partner in
the Seattle public relations firm of
Merry, Calvo, Lane & Baker in 1965,
Jim Lane was bitten by the Churchill
bug and, among other things, managed
to go out and buy a Navy blue and
white polka dot tie to go with his three
piece, pinstriped Navy-blue suit.

From these origins, rooted primar-
ily in respect for literary grace and style,
Jim Lane—now a Governor of The
Churchill Centre—went on to a career
with Hill & Knowlton, the interna-
tional public affairs firm, living and
working in Australia, Hong Kong,
Tokyo, Chicago and New York. In
every stopover he haunted local book-
shops, seeking to add to his collection
of Churchill first editions and some
passable reproductions of well known
Churchill-on-canvas portraits.

In New York in the early 1990s Jim
learned of the Churchill organization
through a chance conversation, and be-
came first a member, then a contributor
and, finally, a Clementine Churchill As-
sociate. At present he is actively en-
gaged with Vice Chairman of Trustees
Laurence Geller and the "War Cabinet"

in the Centre's "Campaign D-Day"—a
task he happily undertakes from his
home in the San Juan islands, eighty
miles northwest of Seattle and six miles
east of Victoria, British Columbia. Here

he paints, writes, does a minimal
amount of consulting, collects
Churchill trivia, and adds to his library.

Jim is a former serving officer in
the U.S. Navy, and is presently presi-
dent of the local library board, and a
member of the Oversight Committee of
the Daniel J. Evans School of Public Af-
fairs at the University of Washington. $&

The Opteron micro-
P

AROUND & ABOUT
processor will bring ^CTB^^BS;

PC economics to even the most expensive servers, AMD Chairman «j^!^^ . '
Jerry Sanders says: "never in the history of Microsoft compatible .AVfe^rJ
microprocessors will so few do so much for so many."

In "Gentle in Victory: The changing image of the Ameri-
can Soldier" (National Review Online), Peter Gibbon quotes
Churchill's "The story of the human race is War....long before his-
tory began, murderous strife was universal and unending." Gibbon
adds: "Churchill may be right, but the good news out of Iraq is not only that
America won, but that war is far less bloody than in the past and that many Amer-
icans once again consider their soldiers heroes." The quotation, from The After-
math (London: Butterworth, 1929, page 451), is accurate, but Gibbon abbrevi-
ated. After the first sentence it read: "Except for brief and precarious interludes
there has never been peace in the world; and before history began murderous strife
was universal and unending. But the modern developments surely require severe
and active attention."

^ w ^ ^ '•S
In The Righteous: The Unsung Heroes of the Holocaust (NewYork: Holt, $35),

CC honorary member Sir Martin Gilbert recounts stories of hundreds of non-
Jews during World War II who "risked their lives and those around them to save
Jews. These courageous people remind the author of the Jewish saying, 'Whoever
saves one life, it is as if he saved the entire world.'" Followers of Sir Martin's rich
and copious writings may wish to acquire this latest title.

0 0 0%%

French President Jacques Chirac sent six bottles
of Chateau Mouton Rothschild '89 as a 50th birthday
present to British Prime Minister Tony Blair. The
claret sells for up to £200 the bottle. Last November
in Prague, Mr. Blair gave M. Chirac a £300 Winston
Churchill fountain pen for his 70th birthday, to

banish the memory of disagreements over the European Common Agricultural
Policy. The Churchill Centre gives the same pen to its Number Ten Club sup-
porters. Will someone please send us some Mouton Rothschild...

0 0 *1* r& ^
David Frum in The Times (London) about his recent visit to Britain: "British

bookstores are daunting places for a North American writer. In the prime spots
near the cash register stand great piles of books with titles such as Why Do People
Hate America?, Stupid White Men, and Rogue State: A Guide to the World's Only Su-
perpower. When the British public want to read about the United States, it seems,
they want to read about a rapacious country governed by a moronic president....
Meanwhile, across the Atlantic, customers are queuing up to buy coffee-table
books about Cotswold cottages and defiantly unapologetic histories of the British
Empire....The simplest explanation of these transatlantic differences is that we love
you—but you don't love us back. I'm not sure, though, that this explanation >>>
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

RIDDLES,

MYSTERIES,

ENIGMAS
Send your questions
to the editor

Q: / took issue with a Scottish lady
who referred to Churchill as "infa-

mous'." She replied, "Yes, he was a great
war leader, but he did also order the
troops to shoot the miners when they went
on strike [in the Rhondda Valley in
1910] for better pay and conditions."
What is she on about? I can't believe this.

A: Don't. For almost a century it has
been accepted socialist dogma

that Churchill as Home Secretary "sent
troops to shoot" striking Welsh miners
in the Rhondda Valley in 1910. One
Oxford undergraduate actually sug-
gested that Churchill used tanks, a
tribute to his acumen since they hadn't
been invented then. In fact, the officer
commanding the Southern Command
dispatched 400 standby soldiers to be
used in the event of strike disorders;
Churchill ordered that they not be
used unless the Chief Constable of
Glamorgan considered the situation

beyond police control. The Chief Con-
stable did not so consider, and no
troops were used. Even the left-wing
Manchester Guardian admitted at the
time that Churchill's action "saved
many lives." It is all in the official biog-
raphy, vol. 2, and other good biogra-
phies, and Finest Hour 35, Spring 1983.

Q
heaho

V It is said that Churchill once slept
'with a man. Is this true? Also, was

he a~homophobe?

Q
i What newspapers did Churchill
read when in Britain?

A: No to both questions. He is al
leged to have said he once went

to bed with a man (supposedly Ivor
Novello) "to see what it was like" and,
when asked what it was like, is alleged
to have replied, "musical." But there is
no evidence that he either said this or
did it. His most devoted private secre-
tary for nearly fifty years, Eddie Marsh,
was a homosexual; their friendship was
one of the longest in Churchill's life.

A: He chiefly read the Manchester
Guardian,but took them all, in-

cluding the Daily Worker. He would
read them in bed, one by one, shuffling
the read material onto the floor left
and right, causing protests by his valet,
Sawyers, who had to pick them up. In

Around & About...
quite gets to the truth of the matter. I very much doubt that it placates readers of
Why Do People Hate America? to hear that Americans love Winston Churchill, the
reconstructed Globe Theater and English country houses. Don't misunderstand: I
love Britain and I love the British—and I love them just the way they are: blunt,
expressive, emotional, highly sexed, indifferent to rules and protocol....I only wish
the British would overcome their prejudices and learn to value Americans as they
are: polite, formal, stiff upper-lipped, sexually restrained, and imbued with the
idealistic spirit of reform."

* * * * *
The precedents for George W. Bush's dropping in on troops aboard the air-

craft carrier Abraham Lincoln are abundant, writes Wesley Pruden, editor of The
Washington Times: "Lyndon Johnson flew to Vietnam to rally his troops, urging
them to 'nail that ol' coonskin to the wall.' FDR joined Churchill and assembled
sailors in a spirited chorus of'Onward, Christian Soldiers' aboard a warship in the
North Atlantic in 1941. Lincoln visited Union troops on the battlefield, just as
James Madison did during the War of 1812....George Washington, who insisted
on being addressed as 'General Washington' even at the White House, once put
on his sword to address Congress, and was no doubt tempted to use it." $S

FINEST HOUR 119/13

Townsman ofWesterham (1969) Percy
Reid, a newspaper stringer who fol-
lowed goings-on at Chartwell, wrote
that he could always tell when WSC
was away: the village newsmonger's rack
would offer the Worker. WSC was the
only regular local reader, so the vendor
never stocked more than one copy!

Q
[• Who said "Ulster will fight, and
Ulster will be right, "and when?

A: Lord Randolph Churchill, in a
letter to a Liberal Unionist a few

weeks after his famous speech on
Home Rule in Belfast on 22 February
1886. His grandson wrote in the offi-
cial biography of Sir Winston (1:71-
72): "This famous slogan became the
watchword of Ulster; it pithily explains
why Ulster is still part of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland."

QL- The Kent Downs Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty, purports

to quote Churchill's Gathering Storm:
"Nowhere in the world will you find a
landscape more ravishing than this. It's
ours, to look at and to cherish for the rest
of our lives. I would die for it. "Did
Churchill actually say this?

A: No. In The Gathering Storm (vol. 1
of The Second World War)

Churchill uses "landscape" only once,
and not in this context, although it is
true that he loved Kent. In My Early
Life, on page 19 (first edition), he writes:

"I was also taught to be very fond
of Kent. It was, Mrs. Everest said, 'the
garden of England.' She had been born
at Chatham, and was immensely proud
of Kent. No county could compare
with Kent, any more than any other
country could compare with England.
Ireland, for instance, was nothing like
so good. As for France, Mrs. Everest,
who had at one time wheeled me in
my perambulator up and down what
she called the 'Shams Elizzie,' thought
very little of it. Kent was the place. Its
capital was Maidstone, and all round
Maidstone there grew strawberries,
cherries, raspberries and plums. Lovely!
I always wanted to live in Kent." M



Wit&
Wisdom

CHURCHILL OF ARABIA?
Among current red herrings is a

line that Churchill supported Arab ac-
tivities against Israel, including such
groups as the PLO. He did believe that
Palestine should have been partitioned
in 1946. He chastised the Labour gov-
ernment for its inaction. But he was
also pro-Israel. Prior to his death he
had visits from David Ben-Gurion, and
they amused themselves arguing who
was the greater man, Moses or Jesus,
WSC arguing for Moses, Ben-Gurion
for Jesus! Churchill was a humanist,
and an optimist. He really did believe
that people could get along with each
other once grievances were settled and
justice ruled. Cynics might say it was
one of his fatal flaws. Time will tell.

BURGOYNE, SARATOGA, FDR
In Washington in June 1942,

Churchill was handed a telegram by
President Roosevelt which revealed that
the Eighth Army was in retreat and To-
bruk had fallen with 25,000 men taken
prisoners. According to Kay Halle's Ir-
repressible Churchill (Cleveland: World,
1966, 200), Churchill responded: "I
am the most miserable Englishman in
America since Burgoyne" (the English
general who surrendered at Saratoga
during the American Revolution).

We amused Doug Lindsay, super-
intendent of the Saratoga Battlefield in
Stillwater, New York with this remark,
and he suggests a reason why Churchill
chose Burgoyne for this quip, instead
of the more obvious Cornwallis:

"FDR had an intimate connection

with this park, having lobbied for its
creation as a state park site in the
1920s; then, when President, seeing
that it was added to the National Park
System in 1938. In 1940 he drove up
from Hyde Park one morning to meet
with the new superintendent and the
Park Service architect to pick out the
site for a proposed visitor center. One
of three possible sites was on a wooded
hill overlooking the battlefield. In
order to get him to the summit, Civil-
ian Conservation Corps workers had
cleared a path and constructed a dirt
road in less than twenty-four hours.
Roosevelt drove himself to the summit,
commenting to the superintendent,
who rode along on the running board,
'This road appears to have been re-
cently constructed.' He decided on this
as the site and that is where our Visitor
Center was built. Imagine a president
today getting involved in the minutiae
of a small federal agency's work!"

ON TRAINING OFFICERS
There is a proposal under study in

the Pentagon to cut back resident pro-
fessional military education for many
middle-grade officers from some ten
months to perhaps one-third of that.
This "efficiency" reminds us to study
anew a speech by Churchill at the Pen-
tagon in 1946, when he complimented
the American officer corps and spoke
of its long-term educational needs:

"The United States owes a debt to
its officer corps. In time of peace in
this country, as in my own, the mili-
tary profession is very often required to
pass a considerable number of years in
the cool shade. One of Marlborough's
veterans wrote the lines, now nearly
250 years ago,

" God and the soldier we adore
In time of danger, not before;

The danger passed and all things righted,
God is forgotten and the soldier slighted.

"...That you should have been able
to preserve the art not only of creating
mighty armies almost at the stroke of a
wand—but of leading and guiding
those armies upon a scale incomparably
greater than anything that was pre-
pared for or even dreamed of, consti-
tutes a gift made by the Officer Corps
of the United States to their nation in
time of trouble...
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"We now have to choose very care-
fully the line of division between the
officers and other ranks upon which
authority should stand. There is only
one line in my view, and that is profes-
sional attainment. The men have a
right to feel that their officers know far
better than they do how to bring them
safely and victoriously through the ter-
ribly difficult decisions which arise in
war. And for my part as far as Great
Britain is concerned, I shall always urge
that the tendency in the future should
be to prolong the course of instruction
at the colleges rather than to abridge
them and to equip our young officers
with that special technical professional
knowledge which soldiers have a right
to expect from those who give them or-
ders, if necessary, to their deaths.

"Professional attainment, based on
prolonged study, and collective study at
colleges, rank by rank, and age by
age—those are the title deeds of the
commanders of the future armies, and
the secret of future victories."

"WE CUT THE COAL"
Student Kristin Elkinton (Kristin_

Elkinton@sil.org) asked us to verify the
accuracy of what Churchill said to im-
prove morale among wartime coal min-
ers, whose work was so vital in WW2.

Churchill was speaking to the
Coal Owners and Miners Conference,
Central Hall, Westminster, on 31 Oc-
tober 1942. The text of his speech is on
pages 6687-92 of vol. VI, Winston S.
Churchill: His Complete Speeches 1897-
1963, edited by Robert Rhodes James
(New York: Bowker, 1974). It was first
published on page 204 of The Unre-
lenting Struggle (London/Boston: Cas-
sell/Little Brown, 1943), and later in
The War Speeches {1952):

"We shall not fail, and then some
day, when children ask, 'What did you
do to win this inheritance for us, and
to make our name so respected among
men?' one will say: 'I was a fighter
pilot'; another will say: 'I was in the
Submarine Service'; another: 'I
marched with the Eighth Army'; a
fourth will say: 'None of you could
have lived without the convoys and the
Merchant Seamen'; and you in your
turn will say, with equal pride and with
equal right: 'We cut the coal.'" M>



WALTER THOMPSON: AN

HONOURABLE RECORD
H. W. THOMPSON

The tall, angular features of Walter H. Thompson are
visible in many photographs of Churchill with good reason.
He was one ofWSC's longest-serving bodyguards, first
assigned to protect the statesman by Scotland Yard in the
1920s. In answering a question in Finest Hour 111
(Summer 2001, page 9) we noted that according to another
detective, Thompson left Churchill under a cloud "involving
the waving around of a firearm" in 1945. This is not the
case, as his son now reveals. —Editor

My father joined the Special Branch, Scotland
Yard in 1913 and was bodyguard to Lloyd
George and Churchill among others through

1932. He retired from the Yard in 1936, serving for a
time as a private detective, and subsequently ran two
grocery and provision shops in Annerley and Norwood,
London. He sold these businesses when he was recalled
to serve as Churchill's personal bodyguard from
September 1939 until May 1945. Only the late Edmund
Murray had a longer period of service (1950-65).

Churchill held my father in great respect. They
were of similar character and had great regard for each
other. My father married Mary Shearburn, one of
Churchill's secretaries, after the breakdown of his mar-
riage to my mother. He was not disgraced in any way
and certainly did not leave under a cloud; indeed he was
awarded the MBE for his service to the Prime Minister.

The shooting incident referred to in Finest Hour
111 occurred during the war, in the flat that my father
used as a resting place when he was not on duty. When
getting up to answer a telephone call from Downing
Street, his revolver became dislodged from its holster.
My father caught the revolver with his ankle, and as he
did the revolver fired. The bullet entered his right ankle
and travelled the full length of his leg, flattening into a
disc when it hit his pelvis and causing a very severe
wound. It was found that the accident was due to a
faulty safety catch on the revolver.

"Lord Haw Haw" (William Joyce), the German
radio propaganda broadcaster, inferred in his evening
broadcast from Germany that Mr. Churchill's body-
guard had attempted to commit suicide. Clearly this was
not the case; if it were, no doubt he would have aimed a
little higher!

Mr. Thompson is the eldest son of Detective Inspector Thompson,
Winston Churchill's bodyguard in the 1920s and in 1939-45.

Inseparables: Inspector Thompson and Churchill at Harvard, 1943,
after WSC s memorable speech on Anglo-American Unity.

It has also been suggested that my father was the
victim of an assassination attempt against Churchill, and
that the authorities put out the story that he had been
wounded accidentally to cover the fact that he'd been
shot twice by the assassin. I was on leave in London at
the time, and was with my father at St. Thomas's
Hospital within an hour of the accident, and I can
assure Finest Hour that this is untrue.

My father was born in December 1891 and died
in February 1978. After leaving the service he still corre-
sponded with Sir Winston in connection with the writ-
ing of his books and received a special invitation to
attend Sir Winston Churchill's funeral.

The reported death of my brother, Flight
Lieutenant Frederick James Thompson DFC and Bar,
Navigator, 7 (Pathfinder) Squadron, based at RAF
Oakington, was of some concern to the then-Mr.
Churchill and he sent my father a telegram of condo-
lence while in the nursing home recovering from his
accident. I still have the telegram in my possession.

A television documentary covering the association
of Detective Inspector Thompson with Winston
Churchill is in the process of being made. $5
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125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

ACTION
THIS DAY Michael McMenamin

125 Years Ago:
Summer 1878 »Age3
"I think the Conservative Party

are gone mad"

The Congress of Berlin took place in
the summer of 1878 in the wake of

the Russo-Turkish War, which at one
point had threatened to escalate into an
Anglo-Russian war if the Russians
seized the Dardanelles Straits or the
Gallipoli Peninsula. Lord Randolph
Churchill had privately opposed Dis-
raeli's policy of threatening war with
Russia, writing at one point to a Liberal
Party friend: "I think the Conservative
party are gone mad. Their speeches are
calculated to provoke war."

In the event, war was avoided and,
in the Treaty of Berlin of 13 July, Prime
Minister Benjamin Disraeli succeeded
in rolling back many territorial gains
achieved by the Russians. As Disraeli's
biographer Robert Blake wrote: "Dis-
raeli was now at the height of his fame
and fortune. The Treaty of Berlin was
regarded throughout the country as a
major victory for British diplomacy.
The old Jew was indeed the man."

Churchill's mother Jennie traveled
to London that summer to attend the
"Peace with Honour" banquet given for
Disraeli. She reported her enjoyment at
his description of his old adversary
Gladstone as being "inebriated with the
exuberance of his own verbosity"—a
comment strikingly similar to one
Neville Chamberlain would make fifty
years later about her son Winston.

100 Years Ago:
Summer 1903-Age 28
"/ can't help admiring

Chamberlain's courage"

The Free Trade/Protection debate
was at the center of affairs in the

summer of 1903 and the young
Churchill was among the most articu-
late and effective of the free traders. Sir
Edward Hamilton wrote in his diary
that Churchill "is taking a very devoted
line against C. [Joseph Chamberlain].
He is thoroughly in earnest about it and
it does him credit, for it is doubtful
whether he is playing the card best for
himself...It is the fashion to run him
down — but I think there is a great deal
in him and that he is bound to win in
the long run."

In a speech to the Commons on 29
July 1903, Churchill painted in lurid
terms the internal political and eco-
nomic consequences of protectionist
policies: "What is the experience of all
the European nations who have
adopted the bounty system? They have
reduced themselves to an astonishing
position. Vast industries of poor people,
artificially stimulated, exerting consid-
erable political power, and using that
political power to maintain and even
increase that artificial stimulation; giant
trusts enjoying a complete monopoly of
the home market, making enormous
profits out of the home consumer, and
no doubt using the wealth thus ob-
tained still further to influence the
Government machinery. As the result of
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this state of things over-production on a
prodigious scale; cut-throat competi-
tion between the trusts for the free Eng-
lish market; enormous exportations at
unprofitable prices, and encouragement
by the Government...which increases
year by year at an astonishing rate."

Churchill then explained that pro-
tectionist policies were not necessary for
more developed countries to compete
with newer countries because "I think
we ought to contemplate that evolution
and the transference of our people from
being, as it were, hewers of wood and
drawers of water to the more elaborate
processes of manufacture with unmixed
satisfaction. But if we are to find that
outlet for our strength, energy and skill,
it will be only by utilising our resources
of capital..." The real problem with pro-
tectionists, Churchill helpfully sug-
gested, was that "They watch the river
flowing to the sea, and they wonder how
long it will be before the land is parched
and drained of all its water. They do not
observe the fertilising showers by which
in the marvelous economy of nature the
water is restored to the land."

Churchill retained respect for his
chief Protectionist adversary, Joseph
Chamberlain, writing to his mother in
August that "I cannot help admiring
Chamberlain's courage. I do not believe
he means to give way an inch, and I
think he is quite prepared to sacrifice
his whole political position and Austen's
[his son's] as well, for the cause in which
he is so wrapped up."

75 Years Ago:

Summer 1928-Age 53
"A brilliant wayward child"

Free trade and protectionism were
still splitting the Conservative Party

twenty-five summers later. Leo Amery
urged "protection 'as a remedy for the
present difficult unemployment situa-
tion, giving our industries some mea-
sure of shelter in the home market.'"
Meanwhile, Lord Derby wrote to
Churchill on 25 July that protectionists
like Amery "ruined our party once and
they will ruin it again if they have their
way....Take care that there is not an at-


