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Finest Hour 119
Thanks for this stunning issue. I had

never read Seven Pillars of 'Wisdom; you've
made me rectify this omission! I was fasci-
nated to read of the rapport between
Churchill and Lawrence. The selected corre-
spondence was a joy to read, for which much
credit to Paul Alkon. Lloyd George may have
been a better orator, but did not match
Churchill for literature. Where can you read
prose like Churchill's essay on TEL in Great
Contemporaries*. Even his book review is a
work of art. It's all your fault. If I had not read
your seductive introduction, I would have
likely just glanced at it alh I'm hooked!

JIM GLIBBERY, BROADWAY, SOMERSET

Lawrence was superb. The striking and
well reproduced cover painting immediately
draws one into those well-written commen-
taries of and about him and Churchill. The
relevance of this collection to current affairs
in the Middle East is of particular interest. I
absorbed it all in one sitting and look forward
to a second reading. May we have more Finest
Hour features connecting those whose paths
crossed with Churchill's in shaping history.
May I suggest Michael Collins?

RALPH WILBUR, LAWRENCE, MASS.

Michael McKernan's review of David
Day's The Politics of War: Australia at War,
1939-1945 (FH 119:46) is a curious combi-
nation of complaints about Day's style (cer-
tainly not a problem in his previous works)
along with what I read as a sarcastic summary
of the main points in the book.

Whatever McKernan's disagreements
with Day's interpretations and prose, qualified
reviewers have a right to their opinion. But
McKernan offers a question, perhaps in-
tended as rhetorical, that demands an answer.
"What else might Churchill have done [ex-
cept to] cajole, berate and, possibly, deceive"
the Australians?

How about telling the truth? How about
laying out the realities of Imperial defense and
making a convincing argument for them?
How about accepting the inherent right of
self-government and self-determination that
Churchill truly believed in for Englishmen?
How about being a statesman? His "colonial-
ism" made it difficult, even impossible, for
him to understand that nationalism was a
greater force than empire.

Churchill once minuted the Foreign Of-
fice: "Foreign names were made for English-
men, not Englishmen for foreign names." It
appears that he similarly believed Australia

was made for Englishmen, not Englishmen
for Australia.

There is a grim, sad postscript. However
much Churchill was a prisoner of the British
establishment's mythical "Singapore Strategy,"
the lies and deceptions and calculated temper
tantrums reviewer McKernan alludes to got
Australia into line only once—in early 1941,
when several thousand Australian troops,
along with the British 18th Division, were di-
verted to the defense of the "impregnable"
fortress of Singapore. They arrived just in
time to surrender to the Japanese conquerors.

WARREN E KIMBALL

MARK CLARK VISITING PROFESSOR, THE CITADEL

FH 119 even inspired me to watch the
movie again! But I do have one question. If
Churchill's portrait of Lawrence appeared in
the mid-1950s, why does he refer in the first
paragraph to the "First World War"?

STANLEY SMITH, LITTLETON, MASS.

Editor's response: You've caught me out! I
edited his words, changing "war" to "First World
War"for contemporary purposes. Editors have no
respect, even for Knights of the Garter.

What He Said on September 1 lth
I recently learned what Churchill said on

September 11th:
"We entered upon this war reluctantly

after we had made every effort, compatible
with honour, to avoid being drawn in....The
war will be long and sombre. It will have
many reverses of fortune and many hopes fal-
sified by subsequent events...."

He spoke these words at the London
Opera House, 11 September 1914.

CURT ZOLLER, AMORA, CALIF.

Finest Hour 118
I was struck by the Orpen cover portrait:

a fabulous picture. Reading Jeanette Gabriel's
excellent interview with Winston Churchill, I
remembered Sir Winston's own opinion of the
Orpen told to Sir John Rothenstein, Director
of the Tate Gallery in London: "Yes, it's good;
in fact when he painted it I'd lost pretty well
everything."

I was fascinated to read Chris Sterling's
"Churchill and Air Travel." In the Studio at
Chartwell hangs Churchill's sketch portrait of
"the heroic Jack Scott." He was the pilot who
saved Churchill's life in 1919 when the plane
they were flying crashed at Croydon Aero-
drome. Churchill tells this story as "In the
Air" in Thoughts and Adventures.

DAVID COOMBS, GODALMING, SURREY $
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@ The Centre: President's Letter
"•he following list of Churchill Centre accomplishments was published in a recent

Chartwell Bulletin, but I deem it important enough to repeat in our journal of record:
• Symposia and Seminars: Churchill as Peacemaker, Churchill's Iron Curtain

Speech, Churchill in the Postwar Years, Churchill's Marlborough, Manard E. Pont Seminar,
Churchill and the American Civil War, eight Student Seminars since 1995, seventy academ-
ic panels since 1988, American Political Science Association Churchill programs since 1996.

• The Churchill Lecture: Amb. Raymond Seitz, College of William & Mary, 1998:
Christopher Matthews, George Washington University, 2001:David Fromkin, GWU, 2003.

• Scholarships: University of Dallas Churchill's England Program;
Centre for Second World War Studies, University of Edinburgh.

• International Conferences: Twenty since 1984, where members, scholars, stu-
dents, family, critics and champions meet to discuss and debate Churchill's life and times. The largest to date was 400+ at Boston
in 1995; the smallest was twenty in Melbourne in 1991. Hundreds of college and high school students have been sponsored.

• Speakers (Partial list): William F. Buckley, Jr.; Sen. Harry F. Byrd, Jr.; John Charmley; Winston S. Churchill; Sen. Max
Cleland; Alistair Cooke; Sir Martin Gilbert; Robert Hardy; Sir Edward Heath; Lord Heseltine; Sir David Hunt; Lord Jellicoe;
Lord Jenkins; Jack Kemp; Amb. Jeane Kirkpatrick; David McCullough; Sir Anthony Montague Browne; The Countess
Mountbatten; Sir Robert Rhodes James; Amb. Paul H. Robinson, Jr.; William A. Rusher; Celia Sandys; Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.;
Amb. Raymond Seitz; Lady Soames; Gov. John Sununu; Lady Thatcher; Caspar W. Weinberger

• Internet Presence: www.winstonchurchill.org, one million hits per year from over 100 countries.
• Local groups and Allies: Alaska, Calgary, California North, California South, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, England North,

Florida, Georgia, New England, North Carolina, Ohio, Toronto, Vancouver, Washington-Delmarva, International Churchill
Societies of Canada and the UK, Sir Winston Spencer Churchill Societies of Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver.

• Information: The Centre answers thousands of questions per year about Churchill from government, media, the mili-
tary, politicians and the public. Its "Rapid Response Team" counters erroneous or unfair representations of Churchill in the media
to syndicated columnists and television news personalities. Its Speakers Bureau provides speakers both lay and academic on all
aspects of Churchill. Posters bearing the Karsh photograph have been distributed to 5,000 schools and libraries worldwide.

• Exhibits and Memorials: Library of Congress Churchill and America Exhibit; Livadia Palace Churchill Room; Cabinet
War Rooms; Chartwell; Bletchley Park; Churchill Memorial Stamps Exhibit; Grave of Mrs. Everest (perpetual care since 1982).

• Churchill Tours: Fourteen since 1983. England, Scotland, Australia, France, South Africa, Morocco.
• Periodicals: Finest Hour since 1968; Chartwell Bulletin since 2001; Churchill Proceedings since 1987.
• Works by Churchill: The Dream; Chartwell Bulletins; Shall We Commit Suicide?; Churchill-Conover Correspondence.
• Works by Others: Uncomfortable Hero, by Caspar Weinberger; The Boer Conspiracy, by John Woods; Churchill's London,

by Martin Gilbert; Churchill's Orders, Decorations and Medals, by Douglas Russell; Fifty Year calendars, 1940-1945, by John
Plumpton; Guide to 28 Hyde Park Gate; Churchill Centre Video, narrated by Gregory Peck.

• Published in Association: Churchill as Peacemaker; Connoisseur's Guide to the Books of Winston Churchill; Churchill's "Iron
Curtain" Speech; Official Biography, Companion Volumes 6-8. By Winston S. Churchill: Malakand Field Force; Savrola; The Boer
War; My African Journey; The World Crisis (Easton Press ed.); My Early Life; India; Thoughts and Adventures; Great Contemporaries;
The Second World War; The War Speeches; History of the English-Speaking Peoples; Painting as a Pastime. Forthcoming: Bibliography of
Works about Sir Winston Churchill; The River War, new 2 vol. edition; Savrola, illustrated edition; Winston Churchill's Life of
Marlborough; Orders, Decorations and Medals of Sir Winston Churchill, new edition.

Not bad for a mainly volunteer organization operating within the strict constraints of a pitifully small budget!
We are often asked also why Churchill of all people needs a champion. Our answer is that time marches on, and memo-

ries fade. Churchill needs a champion to defend his good name from attacks by the uninformed; and to keep that name before a
public with the manifold distractions of 21st century life: hundreds more distractions than past generations enjoyed. Our Patron
describes our challenge perhaps most succinctly: "To keep the memory green, and the record accurate."

It should be apparent that The Churchill Centre is not in competition with other major sources of Churchill activity and
focus. The Centre is not a library, not an archive, not a museum, not a repository of Churchilliana, not a historical site, not a
research institute, and certainly not an arbiter of how Sir Winston should be portrayed or remembered.

The Churchill Archives Centre in Cambridge, London's Cabinet War Rooms (soon to be a superb museum), Chartwell,
Bletchley, Blenheim, the Imperial War Museum, and many other entities admirably fulfill their primary functions and do a fine job
of portraying the real Winston Churchill. For its part, The Churchill Centre is an enormously
valuable source of prompt and accurate information and service, and the organizing force
behind many gatherings and activities from small local groups to international conferences.

The Centre is committed to expanding the Churchill community and enhancing its
cohesiveness. We need the help of all to make it so.
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DATELINE
QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

"Death and sorrow will be the companions of our journey; hardship our garment; constancy and
valour our only shield. We must be united, we must be undaunted, and we must be inflexible. "

—WSC, House of Commons, 8 October 1940

"Death and Sorrow"
WASHINGTON, JULY nTH— The quotation
above was referred to concerning suicide
terrorists by Yonah Alexander, professor
and director, Inter-University Center for
Terrorism Studies; and Kerrie Martin,
research associate at the Potomac
Institute for Policy Studies. "In sum,"
they write, "universal expressions of

contempt and revulsion of these atroci-
ties are only a first step. Both political
resolve and concrete counterterrorism
measures are required beyond any cease-
fire temporary arrangements. Indeed,
the message communicated by Winston
Churchill in October 1940 serves as a
useful guideline for current and future
strategies...."

Churchill Centre
Aids Livadia Palace
Churchill Exhibit
WASHINGTON, AUGUST 29TH—

At the request of our
Patron, The Churchill
Centre is assisting the
British Foreign and

Commonwealth Office by providing a complete set of her father's books to a
Churchill Room at Livadia Palace, Yalta, which she was instrumental in con-
vincing them to create. Another room for President Roosevelt is being created
by the USA. Please note that the Livadia exhibit is a monument to international
cooperation, not to Stalin or the Yalta conference.

We were not asked for rarities or expensive first editions. Lady Soames
herself donated all of her own works, and several others she owns such as the
Churchill-Roosevelt Correspondence, Winston Churchill is similarly assisting. Our
Governors and Trustees responded with generous commitments from Laurence
Geller, David Boler, Randy Barber, Richard Langworth, and Craig Horn. After
individual donations are collected, Churchillbooks.com will donate the remain-
ing titles, including a Russian translation of the War Speeches.

The books will be available for reading and study by visitors to the
Livadia exhibit but will not be loaned and will be secure. Each will bear a
bookplate stating that it is the gift of the The Churchill Centre and the individ-
ual donor, much like the exhibit of books we supplied to Chartwell.

Member participation is welcome. The following are titles still not
acquired. However, if you wish to donate a nice hardbound reprint of any
Churchill title, it can be substituted for one of those donated by
Churchillbooks.com. To donate, please contact the editor.

Reprints still needed: Mr Brodrick's Army, For Free Trade (Churchilliana
Co.) Lord Randolph Churchill, The People's Rights (Cape), Liberalism and the
Social Problem (Haskell) India (Dragonwyck), Marlborough,War Speeches (3 vol.
edition), History of the English-Speaking Peoples, Stemming the Tide, The
Unwritten Alliance, Collected Essays of Sir Winston Churchill. M>

Runner Up
LONDON, AUGUST 15TH— Scientist Sir Isaac
Newton triumphed in a poll for the
greatest Briton conducted with an
international audience. Viewers of BBC
WorldVoted the discoverer of gravity as
the most respected Briton, ahead of
Churchill who was voted the greatest
Briton in a similar UK-wide poll last
year. Sir Isaac polled 21.4% of the
online audience; Sir Winston was sec-
ond with 17%. The apple doesn't fall
far.. .oh never mind.

Hallowe'en Spirits
FREDERICKN. RASMUSSEN in Sunspot.net, the

Maryland Online site, is a regular teller of
Churchill tales. As you will be reading
this around Hallowe'en, we excerpt from
his article of a year ago at that season.

"Experts in the field of spectral
phenomena claim that Maryland and
Washington are rich in sightings of the
not so dearly departed. Deep in
Greenbriar Swamp in the lowlands of
Dorchester County, residents tell of Big
Liz, the headless slave who guards a
treasure trove buried by her master.

"Another ghost story dating to the
Civil War that has persisted through the
years is that of repeated appearances of
Abraham Lincoln, who has been seen
standing in a window of the White
House staring toward Virginia, as he
had done often during the war.

"Even Churchill, who thought
nothing of taking on Hitler and
Mussolini, was not happy when
assigned to the Lincoln bedroom. Quite
often, he was found in a vacant bed-
room across the hall the next morning."

Finest Hour would be happy to
learn if there is anything to the Churchill-
Lincoln bedroom story.
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DATELINES

"Somewhat Disreputable"
LOS ANGELES, JULY 27TH— In an otherwise
accurate account of the Churchill book
industry (which is booming), William
Wallace of the Los Angeles Times could
not resist digging a little dirt:

"Relations between the Churchill
family and many professional historians
have been strained ever since the
younger Churchill secured $20 million
from the British lottery fund not to sell
his grandfather's private papers to an
American university in 1995. The lot-
tery grant was viewed as cultural extor-
tion in many quarters, where the popu-
lar understanding had been that
Churchill's papers were supposed to go
to the British people. The outrage was
further fueled when it turned out that
the grandson had kept the copyright,
meaning anyone wanting to quote sig-
nificant chunks of Churchillian pas-
sages had to pay for it."

Mr. Wallace then quoted an indi-
vidual claiming to represent a Churchill
organization that Sir Winston's family
writing books amounts to "cashing in
[and] somewhat disreputable.... What
is it, fifteen or eighteen books now?"

What is "somewhat disreputable" is
the sowing of envy and scorn, which a
number of people known and unknown
cannot resist where Churchill is
involved. (See FH 87, Summer 1995,
pages 4, 12 and 36.) The Los Angeles
Times published the following letter
from the editor of Finest Hour:

"As an editor charged with finding
reviewers for the continuing avalanche
of Churchill books, I appreciated Mr.
Wallace's account. But I have to point
that the individual he quoted does not
speak for The Churchill Centre, since
his views would impugn the great man
himself. Winston Churchill began the
family book industry in 1908 with his
biography of his father, Lord Randolph;
and Martin Gilbert's commanding
Churchill biography would never have
existed had not Sir Winston's son
Randolph begun that task in 1965—as
Sir Martin often reminds us.

"Mr. Wallace was also incorrect to
suggest that the sale (for a paltry sum,
given the nature of the material) of the
Churchill Papers was 'cultural extor-

tion,' and that retention of the copy-
right means 'anyone wanting to quote
significant chunks of Churchillian pas-
sages [has] to pay for it.' The Churchill
Centre has published significant
chunks of Sir Winston's writing for
twenty-five years at absolutely no
charge, by courtesy of his grandson—as
have many other non-profit, charitable
and educational institutions.

"Levying charges for commercial
use is a perfectly legitimate function of
Churchill's will, which left the copyright
to his son and grandson. As William
Manchester wrote, a writer's work is as
much his property as an artist's painting
or a computer programmer's program:
'Authors are forever being told that they
should give their work to society, that to
expect money in return is, well, tacky.'
Would Mr. Wallace regard his heirs
charging for the rights to his work as
'cultural extortion'?"

Tony as Winston
WASHINGTON, JULY 17TH— Tony Blair laid

it on thick.
His address
to Congress
on Thurs-
day was a

AL-AYYAM.ADEN S t M C Q f ^

Transatlantic Union speech, and he pro-
nounced it glowingly great. In terms
that might make even a chest-beating
American patriot blush, the British PM
asked little of America except to press
on "in this fight for liberty America
must listen as well as lead," he contin-
ued. "But, members of Congress, don't
ever apologize for your values. Tell the
world why you're proud of America."

Blair thanked President Bush for
doing the "tough but right" thing in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, for his and
President Clinton's efforts to bring
peace to Northern Ireland, and for $ 15
billion more to fight AIDS in poor
countries. But it was his ringing
endorsement of the action in Iraq—and
his biting criticism of those who accuse
America of imperialism—that stood
out. "There has never been a time when
the power of America was so necessary,
or so misunderstood," he said.

Like Winston Churchill, who came

before Congress the month the U.S.
was attacked at Pearl Harbor and
plunged into war, he quoted Abraham
Lincoln, although for a different pur-
pose. "Those that deny freedom to oth-
ers deserve it not for themselves," Blair
quoted. "Why America?" he asked
rhetorically. "And the only answer is:
because destiny put you in this place in
history, in this moment in time and the
task is yours to do.... You are not going
to be alone. We will be with you in this
fight for liberty."

It was not the first time a British
leader had offered flattery in a perilous
age. On 26 December 1941 Churchill,
in the thick of the fight against the Axis,
with his host country attacked by Japan
and newly in the fight, came to
Congress to declare how grave were the
dangers. "But here in Washington in
these memorable days I have found an
Olympian fortitude which, far from
being based upon complacency, is only
the mask of an inflexible purpose and
the proof of a sure, well-grounded con-
fidence in the final outcome,"
Churchill said.

Blair, s.urely a student of that
speech, also saw virtue in U.S. power.
He went so far as to say it need not be
balanced with competing powers, say-
ing of that notion, "It is dangerous
because it is not rivalry but partnership
that we need." Europe must "defeat the
anti-Americanism that sometimes pass-
es for political discourse."
—Calvin Woodward © 2003 Associated Press

Christina Anyone?
NEW YORK, AUGUST 15TH—With yachts, as
with everything, it pays to shop around,
writes Breckenridge Ely in Forbes. If
you're looking for a short but exciting
trip, $100,000 will get you and thirty-
six guests a day and a half on Aristotle
Onassis's former yacht, the 32 5-foot
Christina. Ari's famous bar is where »
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Sir Winston Churchill first met
Jacqueline Kennedy. A memorable view
of the Onassis entourage aboard
Christina in Sir Winston's day is provid-
ed by Celia Sandys in her new book,
Chasing Churchill, reviewed on page 30.

Free Admission to Chartwell
WESTERHAM, KENT, SEPTEMBER 4TH—

Chartwell administrator Carole
Kenwright has confirmed that, in
accord with the statement on their
membership cards CC members at the
"Supporter" ($250) or higher level will
receive free admission to Chartwell.
This is an added incentive to support
the work of the Centre with your annu-
al renewal. Over a third of CC mem-
bers renew at more than the basic rate
($40), and for U.S. citizens anything
over $40 is tax-deductible. Please keep
this in mind when your renewal is up.
You will also have our sincere gratitude.

Diana Mosley R.I.P.
PARIS, AUGUST nTH— The Hon. Lady
Diana Mosley, widow of Britain's prewar
Fascist party leader who was imprisoned
with her husband as a Nazi sympathizer
and was regarded as the most beautiful
and most controversial of the famous
Mitford sisters, has died of a stroke aged
93. Her second husband, Sir Oswald
Mosley, founded the British Union of
Fascists in the 1930s, and Diana gave
him her full support. She traveled to
Germany frequently in the 1930s and
often met with Hitler. In 1940 the
Mosleys were imprisoned as national
security risks. Although she ultimately
conceded that Hitler's actions were
wrong, she never expressed regret over
her friendship with the man she found
"extraordinarily fascinating and clever."

She was the fourth of seven chil-
dren of David Mitford, the second
Baron Redesdale, and his wife, the for-
mer Sydney Bowles. In addition to
Diana, Nancy and Deborah, the other
Mitford sisters included Unity, who
generated controversy in the 1930s
with her own pro-Hitler views; Jessica,
the author, journalist and onetime
Communist Party member, and the less
well-known Pamela. Their brother Tom
was killed in Burma in 1945.

\

EDENBRIDGE .

Getting There Sans Automobile:
Chartwell

Alas the Chartwell
Explorer coach from
Victoria Station no longer
runs. We continue to rec-
ommend the Capital
Coast Express, or any
other train marked, "to
East Grinstead and calling
at Oxted," from Victoria.
You must get one that
stops at Oxted, which is
the closest rail station to
Chartwell. Cab fare with
tip is about £7-8. Either
arrange with the taxi dri-
ver to meet you at Chartwell for the ride back or get his cell number so you
can ring him. If you make a mistake and go via Sevenoaks, the taxi fare could
be three times as high. Direct trains to London depart Oxted at 24 and 54
minutes after the hour except between 4pm and 6pm, so if you want a direct
train back, you have to be back at Oxted station by say 3:45. Alternative for
those who find this too limiting: overnight at the Vicarage, a B&B in
Westerham village, which happens to be the birthplace of General Wolfe.

Cambridge
CC President Bill Ives and Executive Director Dan Myers recently took the

train from Kings Cross to Cambridge to visit the Churchill Archives Centre.
Return fare for the day trip was £15 each and the ride is under an hour. Archives
director Allen Packwood can arrange to show you around. Please contact him in
advance: telephone (01223) 336087, email agp20@cam.ac.uk. There is an exhi-
bition in the lobby. "I highly recommend calling Allen and making the trip,"
says Mr. Myers. "Besides Churchill College, the other Cambridge colleges are
lovely in their own right and well worth the visit."

In 1929 at age 18, Diana married
brewing heir Bryan Guinness. They had
two children, but the union was short-
lived. In 1932 she met Mosley and left
her husband to live openly with the
married political maverick. In 1936,
she and Mosley were secretly married in
Nazi propaganda minister Joseph
Goebbels' house in Berlin. Hitler was
one of only six guests. The Mosleys
moved to France in 1951, where they
became close to the Duke and Duchess
of Windsor who, like them, were barred
from functions at the British Embassy.

PBS Churchill in October
OCTOBER 15TH—The "Churchill" televi-
sion documentary, which appeared in
three parts in Britain, will be screened
in the United States on PBS October

15th. PBS will offer all three episodes
together, so the show will run from
8pm to 1 lpm. UK reviews welcome.

"Do No Evil"
N. HOLLYWOOD, CALIF., SEPTEMBER 1ST— CC

member Michael Berumen has
authored Do No Evil: Ethics with
Applications to Economic Theory and
Business (Universe, ISBN 0-595-65724-
9), now available at bookshops and
through online services. He shows that
not causing evil, and acting to prevent
it, are more important than promoting
good in formulating universal ethical
principles. Berumen makes several ref-
erences to Churchill, illustrating that
moral knowledge is not enough, that
one also must be willing to act coura-
geously in the face of evil.
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"Never Give In"
OMAHA, NEBRASKA, JUNE 29TH— Hous ton ' s

Rice University today won the 57th
College World Series. When Rice's
Reckling Park was built four years ago,
a plaque was placed inside the dugout,
with words coach Wayne Graham had
inscribed on it: NEVER GIVE IN.
NEVER, NEVER, NEVER.—WINSTON
CHURCHILL 1941. Graham's players got
the message.

Back to the Future
LONDON, JULY 14TH-— The Bank of
England cut its benchmark interest rate
a quarter of a percentage point, citing a
flagging global economy. The new rate
of 3.5 percent is the lowest since 1955,
when Churchill was prime minister.

More War Rooms
LONDON, APRIL 15TH— Nine underground
Cabinet War Rooms have been newly
restored and added to the twenty-one
already on display in Whitehall in
London. The complex, adapted from
storage areas in 1938 and used by
Churchill, his family and his Cabinet
during the bombing of London in
World War II, was first opened by the
Imperial War Museum in 1984.

The new rooms, which went on
display in April, include the Chiefs of
Staff map room; Churchill's kitchen,
dining room and bedroom; and his pri-
vate detective's room. The rooms were
restored using wartime photographs,
with original furniture and artifacts.
Among the highlights are original
wartime maps, one with a pencil car-
toon of Adolf Hitler, and a leather-
bound logbook opened at an entry for
26 September 1940: "J a P a n e s e F°rces>
state of preparedness for chemical war-
fare."

The Cabinet War Rooms is at
Clive Steps, King Charles Street;
http://www.iwm.org.uk. Admission £7,
children under 16 free. Open daily 9:30
a.m. to 6 p.m. (from 10 a.m. October
through March). —Melissa D. Boyd

Why The President Waited
SACRAMENTO, CALIF., AUGUST 10TH— M r s .

Dalton Newfleld has been going
through her husband's old correspon-
dence (FH editor and President, 1969
to 1975) and came across a letter con-
taining a report of an amusing incident
from Air Force pilot Dick Fitzhugh,
dated 13 January 1972:

iii'ti§ B f f t t l J Winston when
he was in the
U.S. for his
Fulton, Mo.
address in 1946.

MISSOURI STATE ARCHIVES It was an excit-
ing and unforgettable two weeks. Our
flights were Miami to Cuba, back to
Miami, then to Washington, where he
was met by President Truman and trav-
elled to Fulton on the Presidential train.
Many things happened on the flights;
one made national headlines. This
involved his being thrown to the top of
the plane—brandy, dinner and all—
when we encountered unexpected severe
turbulence. It was necessary that
President Truman be kept standing in
the snow and cold for a long period
while Mr. Churchill changed clothes
before deplaning in Washington."

—Devoy White

Plus Ca Change...
HABBANIYAH, IRAQ, JULY 5TH— M i G - 2 1 jets

rust away where biplanes once stood
ready, and American troops now patrol
its grounds. But Habbaniyah airfield
has changed little since 1941, when it
was the scene of a decisive battle for
British control. The two-lane streets are
lined with the eucalyptus and palm
trees planted by the British when the
base was finished in 1938, and a few of
the original hibiscus, rose and oleander
bushes remain. The base's name means
"of the oleander" in Arabic.

Habbaniyah, a town as well as an
airfield 35 miles west of Baghdad, has

become an important base for U.S.
troops in the Sunni heartland. A flying
school established there was a critical
foothold for the British in April, 1941.

A pro-German junta had taken
control of Baghdad and the Allies' oil
supply was in danger of being cut. The
British ambassador in Baghdad ordered
several thousand British civilians to
move to Habbaniyah, while Churchill
rushed reinforcements to the British
base and to another one in Basra.

On April 30th, junta leader Rashid
Ali ordered 9,000 troops to surround
and take Habbaniyah. The British
troops were vastly outnumbered. But
by loading machine guns and bombs
onto the training aircraft—mostly
biplanes or twin engine training
planes—the RAF flight instructors and
student pilots defeated three Iraqi
brigades, several hundred troops, and
ninety-six aircraft. By the end of the
battle, British bombers flying from
Habbaniyah destroyed the entire Iraqi
air force. The ground troops, aided by
reinforcements, launched a counterat-
tack, took control of Baghdad, and
reinstalled a friendly government.

—Chris Tomlinson, Associated Press
Our only question is: how often

every century do we have to do this?

Had Feisal Lived
WASHINGTON, JULY 31ST— The September
issue of Smithsonian contains an illumi-
nating article on Iraq's century of vio-
lence, blaming most of it on the British,
who helped liberate the country for its
oil, which was T. E. Lawrence's com-
plaint (see last issue). This encouraged
anti-British elements to gravitate to the
Nazis in World War II (see above). The
author speculates that had Faisal, Iraq's
first king, who died prematurely at 48,
lived a normal span, he would have cre-
ated a truly independent Iraq and
stitched together its Sunni, Shiite,
Kurdish and other minorities. So
Churchill's choice to run the place in
1920 was the right choice after all?
Well...he doesn't quite say that!

Dead White Males in L.A.
LOS ANGELES, JUNE 29TH— The biography
section of libraries has changed, »

FINEST HOUR 120 / 9



DATELINES

Dead White Males...
writes Thomas P. Evans in the Los
Angeles Times. 'When I was a teenager,
the biographies I read were mostly
about white men who were athletes,
authors, soldiers or presidents
Recently, however, I noticed the selec-
tions under Jackson: Anne, Stonewall,
Shoeless Joe, Michael, La Toya,
Mahalia, Jesse, Scoop (Henry), Andrew,
Reggie, Bo. If a Martian landed to learn
what made us tick, he could do worse
than read the Jackson biographies.
When I was young, Stonewall and
Andrew would have been the only
Jackson bios on the shelf.

"The number of biography vol-
umes on the shelves is usually an indi-
cation of the effect their lives had or
have on our society. For example, in my
hometown library I recently found
fifty-seven biographies of the
Kennedys, followed by the Roosevelts
(forty-four), Abraham Lincoln (thirty-
two), George Washington (twenty-
five), Dwight Eisenhower (twenty-one)
and Winston Churchill (eighteen)."

Which makes WSC number one
among "foreigners" in LA, yes?

New Accoms in Bladon
BLADON, OXON., JULY 7TH— Clark Wise-
man of Strato UK writes: "We are in
the process of renovating three cottages
behind the Bladon church yard. We
intend to rent these to visitors and hol-
iday makers in the area on a weekly
basis. They will be finished in an arts
and crafts style and there will be no
expense spared. I wondered if there was
any interest from yourselves on a way
that this could be marketed to your
members?" We replied that we would
be glad to mention this development.
Visitors to Blenheim, Bladon and
Oxford who are interested may contact
Mr Wiseman at +44 (0) 1993 811111,
fax +44 (0) 1993 812074, or his web-
site, www.strato.co.uk.

Erratum
Finest Hour 119: on page 18, for "Feisal and his son...ruled Iraq...until the

revolution of 1958," read "Feisal and his descendants...," etc. (Feisal died in 1933,
his son Ghazi died in 1939; his grandson, Feisal II, took the throne at age 4, ruled
under a regent until 1953, and was assassinated in 1958.)

Hove Help Wanted
Finest Hour 118: on page 7, "Datelines" pictured a plaque at Hove, Brighton,

which states that young Winston attended the Misses Thomson Preparatory
School at Hove from 1883 to 1885. The spelling of "Thomson" and the dates are
incorrect. We checked with Alan Packwood, Keeper of the Churchill Archives,
who writes: "We have school reports for Churchill for St. George's School, Ascot
up to and including the summer of 1884. The first surviving report for Brighton
is September 1884. The final date is also wrong as letters here indicate that
Churchill stayed at the Brighton School until 1888, when he went up to Harrow.
In my opinion, the plaque should read 1884-88." Adjacent stonework is similar-
ly wrong. Hove authorities tell us they cannot afford a new plaque; the Centre is
interested in donating the cost of a correction. Is someone interested?

Local & National Events
Events are also now covered by our fraternal publication, the Chartwell Bulletin.

Postwar Summitry
WASHINGTON, MAY 21ST— For a brief two

months in early 1953 there was a
chance that Churchill's push for a Big-
Three Summit meeting might have had
some effect. Stalin had died in March
and the new Soviet leadership, less sure
of itself and perhaps more flexible,
might have been willing to meet face-
to-face with Churchill and newly-elect-
ed U.S. President Eisenhower. But that
chance vanished two months later when
riots broke out in East Berlin in June.
The old rigid Soviet approach to a
threat reasserted itself, and the potential
Summit moment was gone.

So suggested Dr. Klaus Larres in
remarks to thirty members of the
Washington Society for Churchill at a
dinner tonight. Holder of the Kissinger
Chair at die Library of Congress in
2002-03, and now taking up the Chair
in International Relations and Foreign
Policy at London University, Larres is
the author of the well-received
Churchill's Cold War and numerous
other books. He spoke of Churchill's
steady but ill-fated push after the war
for continued summitry as perhaps the
best way to reduce Cold War tensions.
Larres argued that this was very much
in Churchill's character, dating all the
way back to a 1914 proposal that key

British leaders seek out a face-to-face
meeting with Germany's Grand
Admiral Tirpitz in an attempt to lower
the temperature of the naval arms race
that was peaking on the eve of what
became the Great War.

Churchill was driven by at least
three fears in his quest for postwar sum-
mit conferences: a possible nuclear
holocaust, Britain's decline as a world
power, and his own advanced age. His
dragged-out dance with Anthony Eden
over when the latter would succeed him
was often driven by Churchill's hopes
for a summit meeting. But his message
to Moscow in July 1954, suggesting a
meeting between Churchill and the
Soviet leadership, provoked a cabinet
row and near-revolt, averted only when
the Soviets, distrustful of Churchill's
motives, enlarged the proposed meeting
to include thirty-five nations! Larres
concluded that all of this was consistent
with Churchill's reliance on alliances,
both in domestic politics and especially
during World War II.

Chicago
OAK BROOK, ILL., MAY 30TH— Thirty-seven

Churchillians enjoyed a delightful din-
ner at the Wyndham Drake Hotel
tonight. Susan Larson opened the even-
ing by thanking Ambassador Paul
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CHURCHILL CALENDAR
Local events organizers: please send upcoming event notices to the editor far posting here.

If address and email is not stated below, look for it on inside front cover.

5-8 November: 20th International Churchill Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda
Contact David Boler, UK, tel. (01892) 871289, david@boleronline.comor
Randy Barber, Canada, tel. (905) 201-6687, randy.barber@cbs.gov.on.ca

• Boston, 12 November: "Chasing Churchill," with Celia Sandys
Suffolk Univ. Law School 7:30 PM, followed by dinner at The Union Club.

• Boston, 30 November: "Savrola" with Patrick Powers. Annual Churchill
birthday dinner, College Club, 5:30 PM. Contact: New England Churchillians.

• Anchorage, 30 November: Annual dinner, Hotel Captain Cook.

2004
27 March: ICS UK Annual General Meeting, Harrow School

24-29 September: 21st International Churchill Conference, Portsmouth,
Normandy, and Berlin. Contact: ICS UK (address on page 2).

Robinson for his support. She then wel-
comed Jerry Morelock, Director of the
Churchill Museum and Library in
Fulton, Missouri, as speaker. News
from The Churchill Centre included
the spelling change from the former
"Center" and information about the
Bermuda Conference. The announce-
ment that Chicago will host the 2006
International Conference was greeted
with great enthusiasm. Eight members
volunteered immediately to help with
arrangements.

The group dined on pesto salmon
and filet mignon while engaging in
spirited conversation. Philip Larson
introduced Jerry Morelock, who talked
about the resources available on
Churchill at the Fulton Museum and
Library. He was enthusiastic about the
Churchill Centre working with his
organization toward the common goal
of celebrating Churchill's legacy.
Naturally, the evening included a toast
to the memory of Sir Winston. It con-
cluded with members sharing items
that they brought from their personal
Churchill collections. The group will
meet again this autumn.

Michigan
DETROIT, JUNE 23RD— A meeting of
Detroit area Churchillians hosted
Judith Kambestad, a Churchill Centre
governor and director of local affairs,
who spoke about the Centre's plans for
local group organization and the

Bermuda conference. The venue was
"Henry's Ford Hotel," the Dearborn
Inn, built by Ford in the 1930s to serve
what he thought would become the
main Detroit metropolitan airport. The
organizers were Gary Bonine and Dan
Hughes; Dan has been holding infor-
mal meetings of business associates in
the Detroit area. A thorough discussion
of future plans was held.

Ontario
TORONTO, JUNE 23RD— Seventy members
and friends of ICS Canada and the
Toronto-based Churchill Society for
the Advancement of Parliamentary
Democracy (CSAPD) gathered at the
Munk Centre for International Studies
for a PowerPoint presentation by John
Plumpton, Past President of The
Churchill Centre. The subject was "D-
Day &£ Canadian Soldiers Remem-
bered" and covered the opening of the
Juno Beach Centre in Normandy on
June 6th. Juno was the Beach assigned
to the 14,000 Canadian Forces on D-

Day, June 6th, 1944, and was where
Winston Churchill, King George VI
and Charles de Gaulle landed shortly
afterwards. The presentation included
film footage of the landings on D-Day
and he spoke of the courage and sacri-
fice of the brave men, many of whom
were only teenagers. The audience
showed their appreciation and Mr.
Plumpton was thanked by CSAPD
President Russell.

North Carolina
DURHAM, JUNE 28TH— The first meeting of
North Carolina Churchillians was held
at the Southwest branch of the Durham
Library, hosted by branch manager
Gary Snyder. The purpose was to orga-
nize our first group of Churchill Centre
members in the Raleigh-Durham area.
The subjects were an introduction and
overview, discussion of purposes, open
discussion and planning session.
Members in North Carolina will find
Gary Snyder's address and contact
information on Local Organizers list.

New England
HOPKINTON, N.H. AUGUST 23RD— Fifty

members and friends of New England
Churchillians gathered at the home of
Barbara and Richard Langworth for the
group's annual picnic and book discus-
sion. The speaker was Prof. James
Muller, Chairman of The Churchill
Center's academic advisory panel. His
topic was "The Education of Winston
Churchill — What He Taught Himself
and What He Can Teach Us." A record
turnout enjoyed an English pub menu
of English beers and soft drinks,
ploughman's lunches and scrumptious
desserts including rum cake and sherry
trifle. Prof. Muller touched on the »>

James Muller had fifty interested listeners in New Hampshire, August 23rd.
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New England...
Harrow Songs, which meant so much
to Churchill in later life, and had the
assembly stand and attempt to render
"The Silver Arrow" using music from
the Harrow Song-book. A CD of
Harrow Songs at the Royal Albert Hall
played over a Bose radio then demon-
strated what we should have sounded
like. We should have run the CD first!

"Churchill, Terror and Strategy"
PHILADELPHIA, AUGUST 29TH— T h e

Churchill Centre tonight honoured
Hillsdale College President Larry P.
Arnn, who discussed the issues of terror
and strategy at the Union League. From
1977 to 1980 Dr. Arnn studied in
England, where he was director of
research for Churchill biographer
Martin Gilbert. The Union League of
Philadelphia was founded 27
December 1862 to support President
Lincoln and to unite the city in patrio-
tism. After the Civil War, the League
helped to preserve and restore
Independence Hall and organized the
American Centennial in 1876.

The dinner capped CC participa-
tion in the American Political Science
Association Convention, where a panel
discussed Churchill's novel Savrola. The
discussants were Douglas M. Brattebo
of the U.S. Naval Academy, Patrick J.
C. Powers of Magdalen College, and
James W. Muller of the University of
Alaska, Anchorage. CC President Bill
Ives was the moderator and, together
with Executive Director Dan Myers,
discussed the work of the Centre.

Professors Brattebo, Muller, and Powers.

Third Churchill Lecture
and Churchill Center Opening
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER I8TH— T h e

Third Churchill Lecture, "Churchill
and the Making of the Middle East"

was delivered today by Dr. David
Fromkin, with MSNBC broadcaster
Chris Matthews as master of cere-
monies. Fromkin's seminal work, A
Peace to End All Peace: The Making of
the Modern Middle East, was the basis
for his talk before an audience of stu-
dents, scholars and CC members. A
question/answer session followed, con-
sidering whether all Churchill's deci-
sions were the right ones, and what
light if any his experience sheds on the

problems of the Middle East today.
The first Churchill Lecture was

delivered in 1998 at the College of
William and Mary in Virginia; the sec-
ond, by Chris Matthews of MSNBC,
occurred at George Washington
University in 2001. We hope Churchill
Lectures will now occur annually. More
on the lecture next issue.

Members and friends of The
Churchill Centre celebrated the open-
ing of our new Washington, D.C.

Local Organizers
Contact these to attend or assist in your area.

Local Affairs Coordinator:
Judy Kambestad (jammpott@aol.com)
1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705
Res. tel. (714) 838-4741; fax (714) 838-8899

Alaska: Judith & Jim Muller (arjwm@uaa.alaska.edu)
2410 Galewood St., Anchorage AK 99508
tel. (907) 786-4740

California North: N. California Churchillians
Michael Harrington (Majb7016@aol.com)
34263 Eucalyptus Terrace, Fremont CA 94555
tel. (510) 791-2305

California South: SoCal Churchillians
Jerry Kambestad (gdkamb@aol.com)
1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705
tel. (714) 838-4741

Chicago: Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)
22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
tel. (708) 352-6825

Dallas: North Texas Churchillians
John & Paula Restrepo (cunengland@aol.com)
4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dallas TX 75205
tel. (214) 522-7201

Detroit: Gary Bonine
3609 Lake George Road. Dryden MI 48428
tel. (810) 796-3180

England North: ICS/UK Northern Chapter
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage," Station Rd.,
Goldsborough, Knaresborough, N. Yorks. HG5 8NT
tel. (01423) 863225

Florida North Central: Richard Streiff
(streiffr@bellsouth.net)
81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel: (352) 378-8985

Florida Northeast: Robert Chalmers
(Blchalmers@aol.com) 1443 Avondale Avenue,
Jacksonville FL 32205-7820
tel: (904) 388-7443

Georgia: Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)
2364 Beechwood Drive, Marrietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 509-5430, fax (770) 565-5925

New England Churchillians
Suzanne Sigman (ssigman@attbi.com)
42 Dudley Lane, Milton MA 02186
tel. (617) 696-1833

New Orleans: Hill Riddle
(HillRiddlejr@hotmail.com)
2715 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans LA 70130
tel. (504) 895-5102

North Carolina Churchillians
Gary L. Snyder (Glsnyderl8@nc.rr.com)
228 Winterberry Ridge Dr., Durham NC 27713
tel: (919) 593-0804

Ohio: Nordiern Ohio Churchillians
Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)
1300 Terminal Tower, Cleveland OH 44113
tel. (216) 781-1212

Washington Society for Churchill
Caroline Hartzler (Hartzlercr@aol.com)
5956 Coopers Landing Court, Burke VA 22015
tel. (703) 503-9226

Toronto: Other Club of Ontario
Norm & Jean MacLeod (jeana@direct.com)
16 Glenlaura Ct., Ashburn ON LOB 1AO,
tel. (905) 655-4051

The Rt. Hon. Sir Winston
Spencer Churchill Society

Calgary: Rick Billington, Pres. (rnbill@telus.net)
2379 Longridge Drive, Calgary AB T3E 5N7
res. tel. (403) 249-5016

Edmonton: Robert Dunn (rolana@shaw.ca)
Box 2, Site 208, RR2,
St. Albert, Edmonton AB T8N 1M9
res. tel. (904) 388-7443; bus. tel. (780) 973-5549

Vancouver: Chris & Dorothy Hebb
(cavelLcapital@telus.net) Suite 1700,
1111 W. Georgia St., Vancouver BC V6E 4M3
tel. (604) 209-6400
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home office with a reception at the
Washington Hyatt Hotel from 5-7pm.
The official sponsors were the Hon.
Max Cleland, the Hon. Jack Kemp,
Chris Matthews, Winston Churchill
and Celia Sandys.

Hurricane Isabel, which was raging
over Washington during both events,
prevented a high turnout, but a CD
recording of the Lecture is being made
for the many people who missed it.
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Step Back in Time
LONDON, OCTOBER 15TH— A event entitled
"Winston's War Rooms" was held
tonight in aid of Westminster Mencap.
The Champagne reception combined
an opportunity for visitors to explore
freely the historic setting with the use of
individual acoustiguides. The preserved
underground nerve-centre now num-
bers more than twenty rooms including
the Map Room where Churchill and his

Chiefs of Staff planned World War II;
his bedroom and private kitchen; and
his wife's bedroom.

Ruth Ive, vice-president of the
charity, and guest of honour, was, at the
age of 22, censor to the transatlantic
calls made by Churchill to Roosevelt,
which she had to cut off if either of
them started to speak of anything
revealing to the enemy. $5

CHURCHILL IN CONTEXT

Crossing the Rubicon of Corruption
OLUBSUYI PEKUN

From The Vanguard, Lagos, Nigeria, 24 July 2003

reprinted by permission

Corruption as a major form
of social evil in Nigeria
tends to harbour perilous

indices that would never support
the emergence of a healthy nation,
a strong economy, a just and egali-
tarian society that can become the
pride of all. Similar maladies have
been diagnosed in the past.

In his memoirs, The Second
World War, vol. Ill, The Grand
Alliance, British Prime Minister
Winston S. Churchill described a
tense naval situation involving the
German warship Bismarck—a ter-
rific ship and a masterpiece of naval
construction whose mission was to
destroy commerce on the Atlantic.
The Bismarck had become a threat
to British citizens, their economy,
naval pride and well being.

Confronted with these circum-
stances, Churchill was most con-
cerned over the moral effects of her
continuing existence and material
damage on shipping. Similarly, he
weighed the misgivings that would
have arisen regarding British capac-
ity to control the oceans, knowing
that Bismarck's triumphs would be
trumpeted round the world.

These fears were dispelled in
the final offensive, when Bismarck
was overwhelmed by severe British
attacks with the death blows struck
by a British cruiser, HMS
Dorsetshire. Churchill ascribed cred-
it to all branches of British forces
for their contributions which led to
the successful outcome.

How did this occur? It was
accomplished by two things: deter-
mination and coordination.

First, the battleship Prince of
Wales maintained her pursuit of the
Bismarck, giving time for allied
forces to assemble. Second, when
Bismarck was lost, aircraft found
her and guided British warships
back to the chase. Third, a cruiser
directed the seaborne attack.
Fourth, British destroyers harassed
and held Bismarck through a long
night and led Royal Navy forces to
the final scene of destruction.

Some salient points worth not-
ing from this combat story are that
faith, good plans, high level com-
mitment and coordinated team-
work can lead to the attainment of
victory, albeit at a cost, in a given
campaign.

Nigeria today is often por-
trayed as the most corrupt country
in the world. Yet how many
Nigerian leaders and those in posi-
tions of authority have genuine
misgivings, aside from verbal con-
demnation about our inability to
control corruption? How many are
concerned that we cannot attract
foreign capital in spite of our great
potential, and that this is a major
detriment to industrialization?

How many want to do some-
thing about the devastating moral
consequences of corruption that
have decayed and paralysed public
institutions? Fot a very long time
the corrupt behavior of a few of
our nationals has brought shame,
disgrace and humiliation to
Nigerians at home and abroad.

We continue to suffer social
stigma and rejection because of the
greed of a few. The panacea lies in
our ability to coordinate all our
forces in society to confront the all
forms of corruption with a deter-
mination to rise above the present
realities and challenges.

Mr. Pekun is a regular contribu-
tor to The Vanguard. M>
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FRIENDS OF WINSTON CHURCHILL
Jack Darrah
Bletchley Park Churchill Rooms

Retiring in
1992, hav-
ing been a
valuation
surveyor
specialising
in acquisi-
tion work
involving
local au-

thorities, Jack Darrah was born in Car-
rickfergus, Co. Antrim, Northern Ire-
land. His home town is not bereft of
Churchillian history, to which his fa-
ther "introduced" him in 1936. Help-
ing Jack with a school project on the
First World War, he mentioned Gal-
lipoli and Winston Churchill. As a
schoolboy Jack collected cigarette cards
and found some (which he still has)
featuring young Winston. Jack's father
also told him of Lord Randolph
Churchill's visit to Carrickfergus on 22
February 1886, on his way from Larne
to Belfast.

At the end of the Second World
War Jack became interested in
Churchill's early involvement with Ul-
ster Home Rule, the Londonderry fam-
ily (particularly WSC's grandmother
the Seventh Duchess of Marlborough),
and his inheritance of Lord Herbert
Vane-Tempest's estate in Co. Antrim.
The fire was lit!

In 1947 Jack started to acquire
first editions of Churchill's books; thus
the "Winston Churchill Memorabilia
Collection" began. Fortunately, before
Jack and Rita married in 1949, she was
aware of his hobby and became equally
interested. Together they endeavoured
to create an interesting collection.
Somehow Jack also found time to join
the Territorial Army, becoming a mem-
ber of The Royal Ulster Rifles.

In 1992 Jack and Rita sold his
business and left Northern Ireland for

Luton. In early 1993 a neighbour in-
vited them to visit Bletchley Park.
Through a fortuitous meeting with one
of the Trustees, they were invited to
display their collection. Since 1994 the
collection has been involved in Bletch-
ley's education programme, and about
9,000 young people have paid visits
from many parts of the world.

Many adult visitors have con-
tributed personal experiences (and nos-
talgia), including, for example, the
great-grandson of the riding master
who taught Gentleman Cadet
Churchill to ride at Sandhurst; a lady
whose great-uncle rode with Churchill
in the South African Light Horse; and
members of the 6th Royal Scots
Fusiliers Old Comrades Association.

Jack's display at Bletchley is a re-
markable achievement and full of in-
terest at every turn. No Churchillian
within striking range should miss the
opportunity to see it. —PHC

Chuck Platt
Churchill Centre Vice-President

Born in
Detroit,
Michigan
in 1931,
Charles D.
Platt was
raised in
Omaha
after
"bouncing
around

Iowa and Minnesota a great deal" while
his father ran Civilian Conservation
Corps camps. The elder Platt had spent
nine months in England in the 1920s,
falling in love with the country and its
people. He was quite taken with
Churchill and always felt he should
have been PM several years earlier,
"when Chamberlain was bowing and
scraping to Herr Shicklgruber."

When Chuck was seven, a bush

pilot flew into town and gave people
rides in his airplane for $5 each. His
name was Chamberlain. "My pals and I
dreamed of scraping up enough money
to take a ride with Chamberlain, which
never happened," Chuck recalls. "But I
would go home at night thinking what
a great fellow he was, and would then
have to listen to my father tell me how
much he disliked Chamberlain. It was
five years before I learned that they
were different people!"

His father's interest in England
rubbed off when Chuck and he lis-
tened together to Churchill's broad-
casts. In high school, Chuck won a his-
tory prize sponsored by Time maga-
zine: the first volume of Churchill's
The Second World War. He bought the
remaining volumes while in college.
His interest continued until one day in
1991, his wife Linda saw an ad and
gave him a birthday gift membership.

Chuck spent thirty-four years with
GMAC, retiring in 1987 as a vice-pres-
ident of Overseas Operations. Chuck
and Linda lived in Brussels, Detroit,
New York, Nebraska and Iowa. He
then joined Alamo Rent-A-Car as Pres-
ident and chief operating officer.
Alamo's headquarters was Ft. Laud-
erdale, Florida, where they lived until
1995. Now fully retired, the Platts live
in a suburb of Denver but spend three
months each summer at their moun-
tain retreat at Grand Lake, Colorado.

A modest Churchill book collec-
tor, Chuck enjoys reading Churchill's
own works and listening to his
speeches. He is treasurer of The Lin-
coln Forum, one of the significant or-
ganizations in the Lincoln field, and
serves on the Board of Governors of
the U. S. Grant Association. "Linda
and I are extremely grateful for the op-
portunity to meet so many
talented and fascinating people that
make up The Churchill Centre,"
Chuck says. "We haven't missed a con-
ference in eight years." M>
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RIDDLES, CM

MYSTERIES,

ENIGMAS

AROUND & ABOUT

Send your questions
to the editor

Q* "Your job is to sing when the guns
' are firing," Churchill told the

members ofENSA (officially "Entertain-
ments National Service Association," but
colloquially christened "Every Night
Something Awful. ") Do readers know of
any other stories with a musical theme?

A# See Jill Kendall, "Churchill and
• Music," Finest Hour 96. We

would welcome further information.

m Did Churchill actually compli-
• ment Field Marshal Rommel?

A t Yes, redolent with his magna-
• nimity and realism. From The

Grand Alliance (Cassell), pp. 176-77:
"He was a splendid military gam-

bler, dominating the problems of sup-
ply and scornful of opposition. At first
the German High Command, having
let him loose, were astonished by his
successes, and were inclined to hold
him back. His ardour and daring in-
flicted grievous disasters upon us, but
he deserves the salute which I made
him—and not without some reproaches
from the public—in the Commons in
January 1942, when I said of him, 'We
have a very daring and skilful opponent
against us, and, may I say across the
havoc of war, a great general.'

"He also deserves our respect be-
cause, although a loyal German soldier,
he came to hate Hitler and all his
works, and took part in the conspiracy
of 1944 to rescue Germany by displac-
ing the maniac and tyrant. For this he
paid the forfeit of his life. In the som-
bre wars of modern democracy chivalry
finds no place. Dull butcheries on a gi-
gantic scale and mass effects over-
whelm all detached sentiment. Still, I
do not regret or retract the tribute I
paid to Rommel, unfashionable though
it was judged." $

Speaking in defense of the Patriot Act, which gives
unprecedented powers to investigators of terrorist

activities, U.S. Attorney General John Ashcrort told
the American Enterprise Institute: "In the long win-
ter of 1941, Winston Churchill appealed to the
United States for help in defending freedom from
Nazism with the phrase, 'Give us the tools and we will
finish the job.' In the days after September 1 lth, we appealed to Congress for
help in defending freedom from terrorism with the same refrain....Congress re-
sponded by passing the USA Patriot Act by an overwhelming margin. And
while our job is not finished, we have used the tools provided in the Patriot
Act to fulfill our first responsibility to protect the American people." Ashcroft
is now defending the act, which opponents say violates civil liberties.

*$* *& *$* *$* S&*$* *$* *$* *$* "J*

The United States Congress is presenting Prime Minister Tony Blair
with a Congressional Gold Medal in recognition of his support for America
since the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001, and his willingness to join
the United States in war against Iraq. The last British leader to be so honored
was Winston Churchill.

*£k njfc *&* *J* *fe
W w **• *** *$*

Dwight Eisenhower: Soldier, Statesman, Father (Simon & Schuster)
resembles Lord Randolph Churchill in that the author, John Eisenhower, is
the statesman's son and a respected military historian. Eisenhower portrays his
father as a military man, emphasizing his relationship with the rumbunctious
George Patton, his friendship with Winston Churchill, his sometimes tenuous
rapprochement with Charles de Gaulle.

ijt *$* *Jt JJ* *£*
*J* *JT *$* *$* *$*

Don't go near the water: CNN reports that "Industrial pollution from
chemical and power plants and excessive spraying of rice fields with herbicides
have rendered the Po River unfit to swim or drink, but you can drink in the
same serene scenery that lured Monet, Manet, Whistler and Churchill here
with their paint boxes." (WSC didn't swim in the Po, either.)

* * * * *
According to Reuters, Germany is replacing the word Luftwaffe with

the words "Bundesrepublik Deutschland" on the two planes that carry its
leaders on official visits to foreign countries. "Obviously, when the President
flew to countries where there are certain historical resentments against the
Luftwaffe, he didn't exactly get off to a good start," said a spokesman for
President Johannes Rau. —Terry McGarry

* * * * *
As the Charles Dickens £10 note ceases to be legal tender, 25% of

Britons think the figures on bank notes, such as composer Edward Elgar,
social reformer Elizabeth Fry and first Bank of England governor Sir John
Houblon, are irrelevant and should be replaced. According to surveys, the
figures most people would like to see on the £10 note are soccer star David
Beckham (37%) and Winston Churchill (29%). Princess Di attracted 2 1 % ,
Shakespeare 13%; Welsh actress Catherine Zeta Jones and singer Robbie
Williams tied at 8%. Good news or bad? Probably bad: Peter Hitchens
(Christopher's more agreeable brother) has reissued his controversial book The
Abolition of Britain: From Winston Churchill to Princess Diana, contending that
most Britons no longer recognize the land of their birth. Thus Beckham wins
a vote to be put on bank notes—assuming sterling survives at all. M>
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Liberalism and Socialism
Where does WSC say that Liberalism

is dedicated to bringing the poor up, So-
cialism to tearing the rich down?

Churchill spoke to this in Dundee
on 14 May 1908. (The official biogra-
phy, vol. II, p. 263, omits the italicized
sentences.) "Liberalism has its own his-
tory and its own tradition. Socialism has
its own formulas and aims. Socialism
wants to pull down wealth, Liberalism
seeks to rise up poverty. Socialism
would destroy private interests—Liber-
alism would preserve them in the only
way they could justly be preserved, by
reconciling them with public rights.
Socialism seeks to kill enterprise; Liber-
alism seeks to rescue enterprise from
the trammels of privilege and prefer-
ence. Socialism assails the maximum
preeminence of the individual—Liber-
alism seeks to build up the minimum
standard for the mass. Socialism exalts
the rule; Liberalism exalts the man. So-
cialism attacks capital; Liberalism at-
tacks monopoly."

Of course you may wish to rely on
a shorter, more recent quotation: "The
inherent vice of capitalism is the un-
equal sharing of blessings. The inher-
ent virtue of Socialism is the equal
sharing of miseries." (House of Com-
mons, 22 October 1945.)

And, around the same time: "So-
cialism is the philosophy of failure, the
creed of ignorance, and the gospel of
envy." (Perth, 25 May 1948.)

"Mr. Cherry Brandy"
I recently read the autobiography

of Erik Hazelhoff, a Dutch wartime
hero who flew in the RAF after being

P. S. Gerbrandy

involved in SOE operations, and later
became the adjutant to Queen Wil-
helmina of the Netherlands. In his
book, Hazelhoff relates how P. S.
Gerbrandy,
Prime Minister
of the Dutch
government-
in-exile, whose
English upon
his arrival in
London left a
little to be de-
sired, first met
Churchill. He
extended his
hand and engaged
WSC with the greeting "Goodbye."

Churchill's reply was all we could
expect: "Sir, I would wish that all polit-
ical meetings were so short and sweet."

This event was talked of with
much amusement amongst the Dutch
who had fled to London after the ca-
pitulation of the Netherlands in May
1940. Mr. Gerbrandy much admired
Churchill, particularly for his standing
up to Hitler. He regularly sent the
Prime Minister bottles of the Dutch
gin "Jenever." Amusingly, Churchill re-
ferred to Mr. Gerbrandy as "Mr.
Cherry Brandy."

—GraemeLawton (lawton@vioro.nl)

Europe Unite
Because of my studies concerning Eu-

rope I have a question: Where can I get
more information about Churchill's
speech in Zurich in 1946? The tenor was
"Europe arise. " What else did he say
about Europe?

—Rainer Baudermann
Baden-Wilrttemberg, Germany
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The speech (19Sep46) was "The
Tragedy of Europe," and significant in
that Churchill became the first to urge
rapprochement between old enemies:

"I am now going to say something
that will astonish you. The first step in
the recreation of the European family
must be a partnership between France
and Germany. In this way only can
France recover the moral leadership of
Europe. There can be no revival of Eu-
rope without a spiritually great France
and a spiritually great Germany."

He went on to discuss what he
called a "United States of Europe." A
similar theme was repeated in London
(14 May 1947) and at The Hague (7
May 1948). All three speeches are in
vol. VII of Winston S. Churchill: His
Complete Speeches 1897-1963, Robert
Rhodes James, ed., NY and London:
Bowker/Chelsea House, 1974. The
Zurich speech is in Churchill's The
Sinews of Peace (London: Cassell
1948); the other two are in his Europe
Unite (London: Cassell, 1950). Also,
go to our website and search for
"Zurich speech."

Maryland Terrapin
Former Maryland first lady Helen

Avalynne Tawes's paean to old-fash-
ioned cooking, My Favorite Maryland
Recipes, was born of political necessity.
During her husband's successful 1958
campaign for governor, she handed out
as campaign literature 12,000 copies of
the booklet. As traditional as Tawes
was, in a burst of culinary creation she
once whipped up the "crab burger," a
fast-food version of the crab cake, that
was served at the Maryland Pavilion at
the 1964-65 World's Fair in New York.

While living in the executive man-
sion, Tawes learned that British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill was a
devotee of terrapin soup. After prepar-
ing a pot of the famous old Maryland
soup, she had it carried directly to a
waiting airplane by a state policeman.
It was picked up by a messenger in
London and taken directly to
Churchill's home. He later sent Tawes a
letter congratulating her on the prepa-
ration of the hearty soup.

•—Excerpted from an article by
Frederick A. Rasmussen in the Maryland
online site www.sunspot. net. 15
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CHARTING CHURCHILL'S LIFE AS A PAINTER
MIM HARRISON

David Coombs can still recall
the moment in March
1965 when he stood in the

dining room at Chartwell and sur-
veyed some 300 to 400 of Winston
Churchill's canvases, stacked around
the room. "My first thought was,
'Blimey, what a big job!'" he says
with a laugh.

Then an editor with The
Connoisseur art magazine, David
had inadvertently stumbled across
what would become a life mission:
cataloging Sir Winston's paintings
and establishing their provenance.
An art historian and a Life Fellow
of the Royal Society of Arts, David
has recently completed, in collabo-
ration with Minnie Churchill of
Churchill Heritage Ltd., Sir
Winston Churchill's Life Through His
Paintings. Lady Soames has provid-
ed the foreword.

The book catalogs 534 of Churchill's paintings,
including a dozen just discovered in the past six years.
They represent nearly the entire body of Churchill's
work, which Minnie spent the last six years tracing from
collections around the world. She has since provided a
digitized archive to Churchill College, Cambridge.

David Coombs' mission began shortly after
Churchill's death as he was taking a London train home
to Surrey. "I noticed a headline in a newspaper about
Churchill's bequeathing his paintings to Clementine and
thought: 'She's going to give them all away. There are
going to be forgeries. There needs to be a catalogue.'"

That's what had brought him to Chartwell two
months later. He and Richard Pawsey, Churchill's estate
appraiser, set about titling the paintings and guessing at
their dates. It took them a week, and for David it was an
epiphany. "The more I looked at the paintings, I realized
that these pictures could only have been done by a sensi-
tive man. That was a revelation. I had always admired
Churchill, but it had never occurred to me that war

The Studio, Chartwell (National Trust)

Ms. Harrison is the editor of Levenger Press, which has published a
limited edition of Sir Winston Churchill's Life Through His Paintings.

leaders could be sensitive."
Minnie Churchill had had a

similar revelation regarding both
the man and his paintings. She
first met Sir Winston in 1963, over
lunch at his London home at 28
Hyde Park Gate. "Just before the
end of lunch," Minnie says, "Sir
Winston rang for the butler and
asked him to bring the cream jug
back. Then he poured some cream
directly onto the dining room
table, and Jock, his ginger cat,
jumped first on his lap and then
on the table and lapped up the
cream. I thought how special it
was that he cared so much about
his cat," Minnie says, "although I
hate to think what Lady Churchill
would have thought." Fortunately
she was absent on this occasion!

That same year on a summer's
day at Chartwell, Minnie found

herself in the dining room, much as David Coombs
would two years later, gazing at row upon row of paint-
ings stacked neatly on the floor. She knelt to have a clos-
er look: "There were magnificent landscapes, seascapes,
and still life scenes, as well as the occasional portrait. I
had known that he painted, but I'd had no idea he was
so prolific."

The cataloging of Churchill's paintings began in
earnest shortly after David Coombs' visit to Chartwell.
His position at The Connoisseur gave him access to pho-
tographers to take pictures of the paintings. (It was a
Hearst publication; Hearst himself had once hosted
Churchill at his California "castle" at San Simeon.) Then
David, Lady Churchill and Lady Soames worked on
establishing the date and title for each one.

Entitled Churchill: His Paintings, David's book was
published in 1967. It became the bible for everyone
interested in Sir Winston's paintings. Even so, he says,
"it was full of imperfections. We didn't know when some
were painted or what place they showed."

Thirty years later, Sotheby's in London approached
David to work on an exhibition of Churchill's paintings
marking the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of
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