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"~ Winston Churchill {FH 119) to be rather
+ unfair and inaccurate. Mr. McGarry attrib-
© utes to Prof. Rubin things that were actu-
, dly sad by the magazines unnamed
. columnist. For example, he quotes the
, columnist's saying Churchill was "a prodi-

_ this. As anyone who has actually read the
" book would know, Rubin wrote this only
' in a"Point-Counterpoint" sort of way. One
+ of the book's conceits is occasionally to pre-
. sent Churchill from diametrically opposed
. points of view in successive chapters; for ex-
" ample, "Churchill as Liberty's Champion”
. followed by "Churchill as Failed States-
. man." The author's intent is that the reader
~ discover the truth somewhere in between.

attend a Churchill panel, she might bring
. dong "a posse of dewy-cheeked Elle read-

| found the comments of Terry Mc-
Garry regarding Elle magazine's column on
Gretchen Rubin's Forty Ways to Look at

gious drinker" and then chides Rubin for

McGarry hopes that, if Rubin were to

. ers..." If an Elle columnist had referenced |

" one of Sir Martin Gilbert's works, would
- McGarry assume that Gilbert is trailed by a
" pack of ingenues? Does the mention of an
" author by Elle imply that the author is

shooting for the dewy-cheek demographic?

While it has a somewhat novel approach, it
. treads no new ground and will be of pass-
" ing interest at most to those familiar with

| am not defending the book itsdf.

the subject. But | find it bothersome that |
Mr. McGarry appears to be annoyed that a
Churchill work is mentioned in a magazine '

intended primarily for young women. | can J

- only think that this is a good thing.

CHRIS DUNFORD, COLUMBIA, MD. i
|

The book is reviewed on page 35. The

. problem| think isthat it often setsreasonable Jl

i viewsof Churchill alongsidetheworst discred- \

ited rubbish andimplies that they are equally !

. worthy of consideration. In such cases, the \
© truth may bein between, butitis much closer \

" totheformer than thelatter. —Ed.

!

i
. Churchill Centrés New Website ’

The new website looks fantastic. I'm i,

' redlly, reslly impressed, not simply because !
. it's so improved, but that it is probably one
. of the most intuitively designed and good

~ looking sites I've seen on the net. And this |
is from a student in computer science and :
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"Forty Ways" !

cognitive psychology who gives presenta-
tions on web design and usability.

I'd dso like to point out what the new
website lacks, the things that normally ruin
websites:  Shockwave/Flash, random Java
applets, intrusive advertising, and browser-
specific features and programming. The site
is mostly-valid HTML 4 + CSS, but best
of dl, it's compatible. Wow. Gregt job.

IAN LANGWORTH, NORTHEASTERN UNIV., BOSTON

Thank you, thank you. I'm obviously
prejudiced, but | love the look and feel of the
new site. Now, to get the rest of the bugs
worked out.... —DNM

Migudging History

| occasionaly have the opportunity to
speak in public about Churchill. In recent
months, | have seen many inaccurate refer-
ences in the media to the 1930s and ap-
peasement. Thus | decided to deliver my
annual talk to the local Rotary Club on
Churchill, Chamberlain and appeasement.
| dso wanted to touch briefly on the ten-
dency, as Manfred Weidhorn once said, to
"migudge history." Can lessons learned
from the 1930s redly be applied today?

| prepared a PowerPoint program based
on Churchill's first volume of Second World
War memoirs, The Gathering Sorm. My
timeline began with the Treaty of Versailles
and then moved to Hitler's rise to power
and WSC's subsequent warnings of German
rearmament. | used the officid biography
and companion volumes, along with many
books and articles by Churchill's contempo-
raries and g&f, and a few modern histori-
ans, and about forty-five pictures.

As | considered Hitler's aims for Ger-
many and his early successes, the futility of
Chamberlain's naive and hopelessly opti-
mistic appeasement policy became very
clear. | closed with Munich, and two scenes
from "The Wilderness Years' documentary
starring Robert Hardy as Churchill: Cham-
berlain's return to England from Munich
bearing "peace in our time," followed by
Churchill's damning indictment in the
House of Commons. The video was very
effective and Robert Hardy provided the
perfect emotional ending.

FRED HARDMAN, SPENCER, W.V.

Nice going, Fred, hopewe'll seethisat a
conference some time. —Ed. M>




C aping yawns greet most efforts to write about changes in an organiza-
.tion's formal structure. Yet that structure, usually set out in a "consti-
tution” or by-laws, has a direct and decisive impact on an organization's gov-
| ernance, which, in turn, contributes much to the perceptions of its stature
and effectiveness held by members and non-members alike.
It is for this reason that | run the risk of glazed eyes and chasing you
on to the next page by discussing in this space severd significant by-law
' changes recently adopted by our Board of Governors.
The Board in September created positions for two new Governors beginning January 1st, 2004.
These new Governors are, to be appointed by the President for one-year terms. Appointed Governors are
not eligible for reappointment until three years have elapsed after the conclusion of their appointed terms.
They would, of course, be digible at any time for election to the standard three-year term. (Each year, two
Governors are elected for three-year terms.)

This appointment approach makes it possible to expand the demographic (and geographic) makeup
of The Churchill Centre's Board while creating an ever-widening pool of new leadership from which
future elected Governors and officers can be drawn.

Prior to the September amendments, the President of the Churchill Society of Canada and the
Chairman of the Churchill Society of the United Kingdom were ex-officio on The Churchill Centre Board
as voting Governors without any eection by the Board, without any term limits and with little or no account-
ability. All other Governors were (and remain) eected for specific terms with the resultant accountability.
Most fortunately, the Canadian President and UK Chairman currently on the Board are valuable contribu-
tors to the Centre and the Board, which would be much poorer without them. But it cannot be assumed that
thiswill aways be the case. Thus the by-laws were amended, requiring that at dl times there be on the Board
at least one Governor nominated by the Churchill Society of Canada and one by the Churchill Society of
the UK, and decting such nominees annually for one-year terms.

These amendments accomplish three things. First, they ensure at least one Board seat each for
the Canadian and United Kingdom organizations. Second, they inject a degree of accountability into
the selection process. Third, they give each organization maximum flexibility over whom each nominates
for the Board; e.g., their nominees no longer have to be their President or Chairman, and they can change
annually.

One other significant by-law amendment was the creation of a College of Fellows. This is an addition
to our Board of Academic Advisers. The College of Fellows will consist of up to twenty-four persons who
have made important contributions to the understanding of Winston Churchill and his times. The College
was created primarily to recognize the work and importance of scholars, but aso others, who, because of
other professiona responsibilities, would not be in a position to accept appointment to the Board of
Academic Advisers. The college will greatly enhance our academic stature.

At the very last minute before the Bermuda conference in November, the Board adopted a recom-
mendation by our editor for a Finest Hour Journal Award, to recognize the outstanding contribution to
our print publications in the past year. The 2003 FH Award was presented at Bermuda to Professor Paul
Alkon, for his brilliant contribution to our educational mission through his

T. E. Lawrence features in Finest Hour #119 (Summer 2003). This award was ,E')’:Lé W

most richly deserved and we are honored by Professor Alkon's contributions.
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DATELINES

QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

e

"If democracy and Parliamentary institutions are to triumph in thiswar, it is absolutely necessary
that Gover nments resting upon them shall be able to act and dare, that the servants of the Crown
shall not be harassed by nagging and snarling, that enemy propaganda shall not be fed needlessly
out of our own hands and our reputation disparaged and undermined throughout the world."
—WSC, House of Commons, 2 July 1943

Y pres Remembered

YFRES AUGUST 15TH— For four long, grue- 8
some years beginning in 1914, when :

German troops roared across Belgium -

on the way to France, this city was al :

but surrounded by the fetid trenches

and desolate no man's land of the Ypres

Sdlient, a critical bulge in a battle line * |

that stretched almost dl the way from

Switzerland to the English Channel. :
Near-ceaseless shelling and three major .
confrontations obliterated the town :
and forced its inhabitants to flee. Exhi- .
bits at the museum describe the .
introduction of chemical °
weaponry; daily life behind the front
lines; the carnage at field medical sta- .
tions; and the miraculous Christmas
truce of 1914, when, without leave :
from their officers, German and Allied -
soldiers met in no man's land to cde- -

German

brate Christmas together.

For much of the war, the Ypres '
salient was occupied by the Allies, espe- -

cialy the British, whose troops came
from all
Jamaicans,

British race does not exist in the world,"
Winston Churchill said in 1919-

About 200 Great War cemeteries ?

over the empire: Scots, .
Indians and Canadians, '
adong with English, Irish and Welsh.
More than 400,000 of them died here, :
which has made Y pres a place of specia
meaning to the British. "I should like us
to acquire the whole of the ruins of .
Ypres. A more sacred place for the °

surround the town, including Tyne Cot |
just northeast of Ypres. To honor the .

almost 100,000 unidentified British

dead from the Y pres salient, the English -

built a massive stone gate by the canal

Poems Churchill Loved

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row,
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, dill bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amidst the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, fet dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved,
and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrdl with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye bresk faith with us who die

We shdl not deep,
though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Lt. Col. John McCraeMD RCMC
(1872-1918), 1915
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' on the east side of town. There | saw
i wreaths of red paper poppies placed by
¢ people who haven't forgotten the signif-
g icance of the Great War.

—SUSAN SPANO, LOSANGELES TIMES

- Unsordid Correction, Part 11

~ WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 6IH— In George
. Mason University's History News
Network (hnn.us/articles/1712.html),
. Professor James Lachlan MacLeod of
. the University of Evansville, Indiana,
~ offered a good article explaining how

widely Churchill's remark, "the most

. unsordid act...in history", was ascribed
, to the postwar Marshall Plan, when in
- fact it referred to the wartime Lend-
- Lesse Act.

Prof. MacLeod rightly corrected

* Finest Hour for suggesting (in "Date-
. lines" issue 96) that Churchill's first
" reference to the "unsordid act" was in

1945, when it was redly in 1941, and

: we have corrected this on our website.
" But he incorrectly stated that Finest
- Hour"p'ms the blame" for attribution to
* the Marshall Plan on Dean Acheson's
" 1960 book, SketchesfromLife. (Wesim-
" ply reported that the New York Times
' had so ascribed the error.) If any reader

can direct us to a writer who credited

. "Unsordid Act" to the Marshall Plan
. before Dean Acheson in 1960, we
- would be pleased to know about it.

- Sordid Correction

" ORLANDO, FLA, OCTOBER 28TH— "News for
~ Tuesday," in the Orlando Sentinel favor-
. ably mentions Bodyguard of Lies, by
i Anthony Cave Brown (1975), which,
¢ they said, "details the massive misinfor-



mation campaign waged by the Allies to
win World War 1l. The book title
comes from Winston Churchill's re-
mark, 'In war time, truth is so precious
that she should aways be attended by a
bodyguard of lies." The good achieved
by the World War 11 deception is unde-
niable. But there is a cost. Any time
government is less than candid, it cre-
ates a tiny doubt that can bloom into a
conspiracy__ "

The Churchill Centre website has

a rapid response section for nonsense in

the media, where the Orlando Sentinel
joins a distinguished list of perpetrators.
FH wrote the editors:

"'News for Tuesday,’ 28 October
2003, praises a book about 'good'
World War 11 deception, Bodyguard of
Lies. Good lies there may be—but you
should know this is a discredited work.
Among other things, it floats the ridicu-
lous myth that Churchill let Coventry
burn in a German air raid to protect his
source of secret intelligence. (In fact,
Churchill was headed for the country
that afternoon; misinformed that the
raid would be over London, he turned
his car around and headed for the capi-
tal, to await the bombers that never
came.)" See dso "Leading Churchill
Myths (3)" in Finest Hour 114.

"Churchill and the Baltic"
Bonnie L. Randall found the editors
two-part article

"Churchill and the |

Baltic" (FH 53-54) on our website, and :
wondered about the absence of footnotes

and the author's credentials. The reply
may interest readers. The backissuesare
availablefromour Washington office.

(To Ms. Randall.) Thanks for the
kind words about my articles, which as
printed contain eighty-two footnotes. |
was surprised to learn they were not on
the web version and asked our webmas-
ter to add them to it.

* and safeguarded their gold reserves. As

Baltic are only those of alayman. | am

of part-Latvian descent and own about

100 books on Latvia and the Baltic '

1995. My Churchill studies led me to
explore his attitude toward the Baltic; |

+ the catalogue. Steve and the editor, who

concluded that Churchill comes in for

more criticism than he deserves.

My credentials to write about the | DVD on Churchill which is portrayed

States, which | visited in 1992 and | Gilbert,

DATELINES

In 1995 with three colleagues | !
bicycled Latvia south to north, from the
Lithuanian to the Estonian border,
under Churchill Centre auspices. {FH |
87, page 27.) The purpose was to com-
memorate the ongoing battle, post-VE-
Day, for Baltic freedom, which contin- !
ued into the mid-Fifties. We met i
President Ulmanis and several local |
officials. When we said "Churchill”
they often replied, "Yata" accompa-
nied by hard stares. Churchill was a
hard sell. They regarded the 1945 Ydta
Conference as a sell-out of Baltic inde-
pendence. The Mayor of Liepgja told us
that it would have been best all-round if
we had nuked the USSR in 1945. We
said the Anglo-American public would !
have never stood for that. He replied, |

"Just think how much trouble it would
have saved you, not to mention us.” As _f
a boy, he had been strafed and wound- ||
ed by Soviet beach guards for violating
curfew. He was lucky to have escaped )
with his life. It al depends on your per- |'
Spective.

At Yadta, what little influence ‘
Churchill had was directed to rescuing J
Poland, which proved a forlorn hope. °
There was no chance to save the Baltic |
States, surrounded by a sea of Red |
Army divisions, though the resistance ;
was still holding out in Courland when
peace was declared on 8 May 1945. But
I've dways believed that in their hearts
aswell as officidly, Churchill and Attlee
fully supported the Baltic cause.
Postwar British Prime Ministers pre-
served the independent Baltic embassies

Larry Arnn once put it, Churchill's
actions at Ydta were "the best he could
do with the situation at hand." —RML

History Channel Video

WASHINGTON— Steve Goldfien advises i
that he ordered a History Channel :

as a "new" offering in mail-order video
catalogues. However, this is the A&E
Biography series narrated by Sr Martin ¢
marketed by the History :
Channel. This was not apparent from

made the same mistake, wish to warn
that this is not "new."

- American

Livadia Palace Library Building

WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 2ND— The
Churchill Centreis helping to provide a
complete set of Churchill's books for
the Churchill Room at Livadia Paace,
Yadta, where Lady Soames asked our
help in holding the Churchillian end
up against a massive exhibit dedicated
to Roosevelt. Laurence Geller, Craig
Horn, Devoy White, and Richard

. Langworth contributed books or funds

to the project; Churchillbooks.com

i provided a large number of titles they

could not locate individualy.
The only titles we ill need are:

' River War, World Crisis, Unrelenting

Sruggle, End of the Beginning, Onwards
to Victory, War Speeches, Semming the

| Tide, History of the English-Speaking

Peoples, Unwritten Alliance, American
Civil War, Young Winston's Wars,
Compl ete Speeches, and Collected Essays.
Lady Soames is designing a book-
plate which will bear the name of the
donors. If you wish to donate any

| books, please contact the editor.

Scarecrow Extremes

. WASHINGTON,

OCTOBER
28TH— As the
quadrennial

Presidential
campaigns
heat up with
only (arrght)
a year to go,
thecurrent in-
cumbent is being compared to Winston
Churchill by his supporters and Adolf
Hitler by his opponents: which puts us
in mind of Churchill's 1946 remarks to
the General Assembly of Virginia

"I read the other day that an
English nobleman, whose name is new
to me, has stated that England would
have to become the forty-ninth state of

¢ the American Union. | read yesterday
; that an able American editor had writ-
. ten that the United States ought not to

be asked to re-enter the British Empire.
It s;ems to me, and | dare say it seems
to you, that the path of wisdom lies

; somewhere between these scarecrow
¢ extremes."

continued overleaf...
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The Third Churchill Lecture

In the Middle East, is Anyone Ever Satisfied?
On the Atlantic Coast, Will the Hurricanes Ever Quit?

WILLIAM C. IVES & CHRISTOPHER C. HARMON

ABOVE "Mr. President: can you tell us now if you will accept a second term?"' Chris Matthews (r.) shoots a hardball query at CC President Ives,
flanked by Lady Manning, wife of the British Ambassador, and Celia Sandys...."Inscribed to Chris Matthews, who does most of the talking." Win-
ston Churchill (right) signs a copy of Never Give In!, his collection of his grandfather's speeches, for our Master of Ceremonies. BELON. CC Trea
surer Craig Horn, Professors Fromkin and Muller, CC Secretary Doug Russell....Bermuda conference manager Judy and Jerry Kambestad (right).

A s Hurricane Isabel churned its way
-/[~\.up the East Coast, Churchill
Centre governors were told that their
board meeting for September 19-20th
would be held "come hell or high
water." Isabel brought the high water;
hell was avoided, at least temporarily.

Concurrently, nearly 125
Churchillians and at least that many
George Washington University stu-
dents who had planned to attend the
Third Churchill Lecture and a recep-
tion celebrating the CC's opening in
Washington were confidently reminded
that those events would go forward
"even if only the Board of Governors
appear." Alas, that's just about what
happened. The University simply shut
down. Fourteen hardy souls including
three Trustees—Celia Sandys, Chris
Matthews and Winston Churchill,

[

attended the reception; the latter was
able to join us for dinner later, his
speaking engagement in Petersburg
caled off after the Governor of Virginia

{

shut down the state! Twenty-two stal-

warts heard David Fromkin's lecture,
"Churchill and the Middle East." A
CD recording is in the process of being
offered for those who missed it.

The Board meeting proceeded as
scheduled for avery full day and a half,
but not without logistica challenges.

Isabel either prevented or hindered the -

attendance of the Board's two British
and two Canadian members. Jim Lane's
broken hip restricted him to his home
near Seattle, but he joined the board
meeting via conference cal a 5AM his
time! Richard Langworth was with his
wife Barbara in New York City at the
funeral of her mother; he too joined in
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by telephone. In spite of these natural
disasters, the Board meeting was highly
productive. Many positive and neces-
sary actions were taken (see page 5).
While coping with Isabel's fury the
Centre dso had to ded with the after-
math of Hurricane Fabian's descent on
Bermuda, site of our 20th International
Conference, several weeks earlier.
Cochairman David Boler and confer-
ence manager Judy Kambestad made al
the time-consuming adjustments neces-
sary to ensure that this exciting
Conference would proceed as planned.
Looking to Winston Churchill for
inspiration, we recaled that when
advised that owing to the weather he
should not fly to France in June 1940
to diffen the spines of wavering
Frenchmen, the PM responded: "To
hell with that. This is too serious...to
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BE.OW: ChrisHarmon, Bill Ives. RIGHT: David
Fromkin. BELON CENTER: Chris Matthews.

bother about the weather." So it was,
and o it is.

Considering the buffeting the

Centre and its events have taken since
the 9/11 attacks scarcely six weeks
before our 2001 San Diego conference
—followed by terrorist alerts three days
before the event which involved the
main bridge to the conference site—
one must wonder whether some greater
power is testing our mettle. If so, we
have not been found wanting.
Churchill himself provides our watch-
words: "Never flinch,
never despair." We won't. —WCl

"Churchill and the Middle East"
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 18TH— David
Fromkin, one of Americdas foremost
writers, ddivered the Third Churchill
Lecture under the auspices of The
Churchill Centre and The George
Washington University. A professor of
international relations at Boston
University, Fromkin is the author of a
bestseller: A Peace to End All Peace: The
Fall of the Ottoman Empire and the
Creation of the Modern Middle East.

With the end of the Great War in .
1918, Britain's coalition government

faced unnumbered and difficult ques-

tions of war and peace: the disappear- |
ance of the Ottoman Empire; the rise of |

Soviet Bolshevism; the indignation of
Syria under French occupation; divi-

sions among Arab rulers; and the chal- |

lenge of assembling a state of Irag from

severa diverse provinces, al in turmoil.

At the same time, Britain's great army in
the region was "melting" (to use
Winston Churchill's word) and few in
London had good policy ideas. Prime

never weary,

Minister David Lloyd George turned to

Churchill, his Secretary of State for the

Colonies, and said: "You dea with it,"

according to Fromkin. In his view,
Churchill satisfactorily resolved the

issues he had been handed, "which in -

politics should be enough.”

But in the Middle East, is anyone
ever stisfied? Even Churchill did not
get al he wanted, from London or from
the region, David Fromkin explained.
He worked hard for a Jewish "home-
land" but did not cal outright for a
| Jewish state. Nor did he expect the
| "Trans-jordan" to become sovereign as
" it did. He considered a Kurdish state

but had to settle for folding the Kurds' :
Mosul province into the mix with Basra : &

and Baghdad, yielding modern Irag. -

Sherif Feisa, gected from Syria by the
French, became King of Irag, which has

time thought, according to Fromkin.
Iraqg even survived a protracted war
with much-larger Iran in the 1980s.
The Master of Ceremonies,
MSNBC host Chris Matthews; WSC's

Celia Sandys; Professor James Muller,
and others followed the formal lecture
. with a dozen questions. Was monarchy
redly the solution for Irag? What was
known then about oil in the region?
What effect had President Wilson on
the region's settlement? Was Whitehall
too concerned about creating a barrier
" against the rising Soviet state?

One of the best replies went to
Washington member Bob Hartland,

proven more durable than critics of the |

grandchildren, Winston Churchill and

who asked about the scholar's critique

of T. E. Lawrence. Mr. Fromkin
| answered that Seven Pillars of Wisdom

was unreliable as history: Lawrence, he
said, admitted as much, and described
his book as in line with the great novels,
more than the great histories. In an
interview before the lecture, Fromkin
complimented Finest Hour's summer
issue, which was devoted to Lawrence.
David Fromkin's A Peace to End All
Peace is a detailed and profound study
of a few short years in which, truly, his-
tory was being made. Its historical nar-
rative is draped around the imposing
figure of Winston S. Churchill—then
as later clutching multiple portfolios
and fascinated by politics and foreign
affairs. The book has appeared in four
languages including Arabic, never going
out of print in English since its 1989
release. Renewed interest appeared after
September 11 th, 2001. Another wave
comes now: a historian just back from
Irag reports that Marine Corps officers
serving there often discuss the volume.
In a similar spirit of earnest con-
versation, Churchillians moved sowly
from the GWU auditorium and into
the initial rains of Hurricane Isabel, just
then bearing down on Washington
D.C. They had been given much to
consider by a strong interchange.
Holder of a University of Chicago
lawv degree, David Fromkin continues
to teach and to write. His seventh book
will appear in 2004 under the title:
Europe's Last Summer: Who Sarted the
Great War in 1914?—CCH > >
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Local & National Events

Events are a0 covered by our fraterna publication, the Chartwell Bulletin.

. Washington
WASHINGTON— The Churchill Centrehas

Enigma Conference in April

combined with The Bletchley Park |

Trust, Christ Church Oxford and the -

International Spy Museum in Washing-

ton, DC to sponsor an exciting pro- '

gramme, "Enigma and the Secret Intel-
ligence War,” on April
Registration deadline is at the end of
December, so act fagt to join.

25th-28th. |

The programme is based on a !

memorable conference held in 2002 at
Christ Church, Oxford, in conjunction
with The Bletchley Park Trust. Speakers
include Trever Rowley of Kellog
College Oxford; Christine Large,
Bletchley Park's director; Dr. David
Kahn, author of The Code Breakers,

Michael Smith, defence correspondent

for The Daily Telegraph, David Hamer,
visiting research scholar at Bletchley;
and Barbara Eachus, who worked at
Bletchley's codebreaking operations
beginning in 1939. The breaking of the
increasingly  sophisticated German
Enigma codes is the major topic.

The conference begins Sunday

afternoon April 25th with a wind-up :

breakfast on Wednesday the 28th.
There is an optional excursion to the

International Spy Museum, and the :

host hotel is the Hilton Alexandria

Washington. For anyone interested in :

Churchill and wartime code-breaking,
this is a fine opportunity.
Conference  registration
$1185 per person and includes the full
program, three breskfasts, two private

Costs |
* audiences: Washington,

BURKE, VA, AUGUST IoTH— T he Washing-

ton Society for Churchill, a CC &ffili-

ate, held its annual summer picnic !

again at Oaks Community Center. .

Marking the 100th anniversary of pow-

ered flight, George Washington Univer-

sity faculty member Chris Sterling !

spoke on Churchill's aviation pioneer-
ing including his quest for a pilot's

license, starting the Roya Navy Air |

arm, his time at the Air Ministry, the '

first steps toward regular arline opera-
tions, and his famous wartime and
postwar air travels. Churchill's air career
was truly expansive, covering every-

A busy autumn for New Englanders
continued on Sir Winston's 129th birth-
day, November 30th, when they were

! invited to "The Republic of Laurania" to

meet "Savrola” Churchill eoponymous
hero of his only nove, in the person of
Patrick Powers of Magdalen College in
Warner, New Hampshire, editor of the
forthcoming new edition of Savrola to
be published in association with The
Churchill Centre. Traditional black tie
was observed as usual, although business
attire was optional.

Minterne and Portsmouth, UK
MINTERNE, DORSET, MARCH 29TH— Twenty-

! two members and guests of ICS(UK)

thing from the earliest fragile biplanes :
to jetliners. Sterling's presentation fea !

tured a display collecton of photos,
documents and books.

i Churchill and Sandys

NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 10TH—Winston
Churchill and Celia Sandys provided a
"family reading" from their two new
books, Ms. Sandys Chasing Churchill
and Mr. Churchill's collection of his
grandfather's speeches, Never Give In!

visited this Dorset home, residence of

i thefirst Sr Winston Churchill and later

of his third son, General Charles
Churchill (whose eldest brother had to
make do with Blenheim). The party was
shown round by the owner, Lord Digby,
brother of the late Pamela Harriman,

i whose childhood home it had dso been;

(both reviewed last issue), at Chartwell |
Booksellers on 52nd Street, Manhattan.
Champagne by Pol Roger enlivened the -
" occasion.
Mark Center in Virginia, Sx miles from

Sandys and Churchill are traveling :

the United States promoting their

. books. Celia Sandys is making three
! trips, involving many appearances in- |
cluding severa before Churchill Centre ;

dinners, one lunch and opening and :

closing drinks receptions. Hotel accom-
Museum excursion $48. A deposit of

required. Cancellation penalties apply
after 28 February.

mation please contact
Housing Services, 1055 E. Tropicana,
Suite 530, Las Vegas NV 89119, tele-

USA Host -

phone (877) 584-6787, fax (702) 597- °

0264 or consult their
www.usahosts.com/housing.

website, :
‘ at the Union Club on Park Street.

New York, -

Boston and Fulton, Mo., in November;
San Francisco and Los Angeles in
' December; Charleston, South Carolina, |
modation costs $249 and the Spy
~ January.
$600 plus one nights's room and tax is
. New England

' BOSTON, NOVEMBER 12TH/30TH— Among
To register or request further infor- :

Gainesville and Miami,

Celia Sandys
University Law School, where she spoke

Florida in ;

her son is today's Winston Churchill. A

visit was paid to the village church to see
. the grave of John Churchill (grandfather
of the 18 Duke of Marlborough).
Thanks are due to Elizabeth Snell, who
has an apartment on the Minterne
estate, for making the arrangements.

. PORTSMOUTH, MAY 16TH— USS Winston S

stops was Suffolk

about her grandfather's travels at a free
. lecture open to the public. There fol- .
lowed a reception for the author and a

dinner with New England Churchllians -
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Churchill spent a few days here for
essential maintenance on her way home
from the Irag war; her Commanding
Officer, Cdr Holly Graf, and the
Master Chief Holliday were taken to
lunch at the nearby Emsworth Sailing
Club by ICS(UK) Vice Chairman Paul
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CHURCHILL
CALENDAR

Local events organizers: please send upcomingevent
notices to the editor for posting here or in The
Chartwell Bulletin. If address and email are not
stated below, see inside front cover.

2004
4 February: Opening of "Churchill and
the Great Republic,” an exhibit at the
Library of Congress, Washington,
D.C., in association with the Churchill
Archives Centre Cambridge and The
Churchill Centre, Washington. Further
details will be mailed shortly.

February-June: "Churchill and the
Great Republic" exhibit, Library of
Congress. The Churchill Centreis
sponsoring two seminars and the
Fourth Churchill Lecture, and is partic-
ipating in the dedication of the World
War || Memorid. Full details on events
and times will be mailed soon.

27 March: ICS (UK) Agm, Harrow

24-29 September: 21st International
Churchill Conference, Portsmouth and
Normandy, possibly extended aweek
(to follow the route of Allied armies
through northwest Europe to Berlin).
Contact: ICS UK (address on page 2).

2005
September: 22nd International
Churchill Conference,
Chateau Frontenac, Quebec.

2006
23rd International Churchill
Conference, Chicago.

John Crookshank. It was interesting to
hear at first hand about the ship's first
operational deployment.

New CC Governors

DECEMBER 2ND— Churchill Centre Presi-
dent Bill Ives announced the appoint-
ment of two new Governors, Suzanne
Sigman of Milton, Mass, and Chris

Hebb of Vancouver, BC, in accord with

recent by-law changes (see "@ The
Centre," page 5). The Board adso re-
elected Ives and Charles Platt to three-
year terms while expressing thanks to
retiring Governor John Plumpton for
his long service.

Suzanne Sigman rebuilt and revital- !

ized CC New England activities with a

Loca Organizers

Contact these to attend or assist in your area.

Local Affairs Coordinator:

Judy Kambestad (jammpott@aol.com)
1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705
tel. (714) 838-4741; fax (714) 838-8899

Alaska Judith & Jm Muller (&fjwm@uaadaskaedu)
2410 Galewood St., Anchorage AK 99508
tel. (907) 786-4740

California North: N. California Churchillians
Michael Barrington (Majb7016@aol.com)
34263 Eucalyptus Terrace, Fremont CA 94555
tel. (510) 791-2305

California South: SoCad Churchillians
Jerry Kambestad (gdkamb@aol.com)

1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705
tel. (714) 838-4741

Chicago: Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)
22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526

tel. (708) 352-6825

Dallas: North Texas Churchillians

John & Paula Restrepo (cunengland@aol.com)
4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dalas TX 75205

tel. (214) 522-7201

Detroit: Gary Bonine
3609 Lake George Road, Dryden M| 48428
tel. (810) 796-3180

England North: ICS/UK Northern Chapter
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage," Station Rd.,
Goldshorough, Knareshorough, N. Yorks HG5 8NT
tel. (01432) 863225

Florida North Central: Richard SreifF
(dreif Tr@bellsoudi.net)

81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel. (352) 378-8985

Florida Northeast: Robert Chalmers
(Blchdmers@aol.com) 1443 Avondale Avenue,
Jacksonville FL 32205-7820

tel. (904) 388-7443

Georgiaz Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)
2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 509-5430, fax (770) 565-5925

New England Churchillians
Suzanne Sigman (ssigman@anbi.com)
42 Dudley Lane, Milton MA 02186
tel. (617) 696-1833

New Orleans Hill Riddle
(HillRiddlgjr@hotmail.com)

2715 . Charles Ave, New Orleans LA 70130
tel. (504) 895-5102

North Caralina Churchillians

Gary L. Snyder (Glsnyderl8@nc.rr.com)

228 Winterberry Ridge Dr., Durham NC 27713
tel. (919) 593-0804

Ohio: Northern Ohio Churchillians

Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)
1300 Termina Tower, Cleveland OH 44113
tel. (216) 781-1212

Washington Society for Churchill

Caroline Hartzler (Hartzlercr@aol.com)
5956 Coopers Landing Court, Burke VA 22015
tel. (703) 503-9226

Toronto: Other Club of Ontario

Norm & Jean MacLeod (jeana@direct.com)
16 Glenlaura Ct., Ashburn ON LOB 1AO0,
tel. (905) 655-4051

The Rt. Hon. Sr Winston
Spencer Churchill Society

Calgary: Rick Billington, Pres. (rnbill @telus.net)
2379 Longridge Drive, Cagary AB T3E 5N7
tel. (403) 249-5016

Edmonton: Robert Dunn (rolana@shaw.ca)

Box 2, Site 208, RR2,

St. Albert, Edmonton AB T8N 1M9

res. tel. (904) 388-7443; bus. tel. (780) 973-5549

Vancouver: Chris & Dorothy Hebb

(cavell_capitd @telus.net) Suite 1700,
1111 W. Georgia S., Vancouver BC V6E 4M 3
tel. (604) 209-6400

host of successful events over the past
severd years and was instrumental in
making the first attempts to coordinate
the activities and communications of
far-flung local groups of CC members.

The former proprietor of a bookshop °
specializing in children's books, she
devotes herself to advancing Sir

Winston's message in the Boston area.
Chris Hebb, like his father before

him, is a key leader of the Sir Winston

S.  Churchill Society of British

Columbia, which in 1986 played confer-
ence host to the Churchill Conference
and to our guest William Manchester.
The Society has an education fund, sup-
porting its mission of acquainting youth
with the Churchill story.

Suzanne and Dan Sigman and
Dorothy and Chris Hebb have regularly
attended International Churchill Confer-
ences, and we look forward enthusiatical-
ly to their participation on the Board of
Governors. $
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NOTABLE CHURCHILLIANS: GEORGE LEWIS

S

Left: "So, gentlemen—where are we going to get the money?' Right: With the editor at registration, 1995 International Conference, Boston.

eorge Lewis became treasurer of

the then-International Churchill
Society following the death of Dalton
Newfield in 1982. At the time, our
worldly wealth was $389.64.

| often recdl our conversationsin

the early Eighties, just before | would
- off our tragedies. Nobody deserves it

send each 12- or 16-page issue of
Finest Hour to press. George would
cdl to give the green light—meaning

that he could actually write a check to
pay the printing bill without being
arrested: "Waell, we have $1503.40 in
the bank, and we haven't sent out this -

quarter's renewal notices yet. So if the
bill is under $2000, we can probably
cover it by the time it arrives, and the
postage along with it, and even have a
little bit left over!”

George held the treasurer's job
for a record fifteen years until 1997,

after the old I1CS had been folded into

the new Churchill Centre. When he
left, the treasury was substantially
healthier. George became a founding
member of The Churchill Centre and

contributed, over the years, generous
. their home in Westiield, New Jersey. |
served for more than his five year
term as a Churchill Centre Trustee, a

gifts to its endowment fund. He aso

position from which he has just

retired; and here again his advice and .

ideas were dways welcome.
The Churchill Centre Blenheim
Award is presented for notable ser-

vices to the Centre or to the memory
of Winston Churchill. At Toronto in

1997, we presented it to George -

Lewis,

"for his dedication to the :

cause, his steadfast loyaty through i
good times and bad, for sharing in °

our triumphs, and helping us shrug

more."

George had joined the old ICS in
the 1970s and was one of our longest
participating members. When | met
him he was just retiring from a long
and fruitful career, and had the time
—that most precious commodity!—
to devote to our affairs. He couldn't

moment. The sudden loss of Dal

~ Newfield had been a blow to every- |
- one. We were forced to scramble in

cance, to find the organization
attracting the occasional person
whose Churchill interest proves sec-
ondary to personal interests or per-
sona ego. George was never one of
these. We could dways count on him
to place the interests of the organiza-
tion first, even when it was not per-

* haps the preferred course from his

personal standpoint. He was the kind
of leader we have needed so often over
the years—who, fortunately for us,
have dways been there.

Another former Governor, Cyril
Mazansky, had a way of summarizing

. people in a few deft remarks that
have arived a a more opportune .

dways went to the heart of things.

~ Once at a particularly garrulous and

many directions to find substitutes for

the myriad positions Dal had filled.

Always with George, the treasury
was in good hands. He and his wife
Barbara were frequently present at
events, and severd times hosted meet-

ings of the Board of Governors at |

They carried betimes during many
years a difficult burden, following a
serious and debilitating car accident
suffered by their daughter, which pre-

+ occupied them for a long time.

| am dways surprised, because of

~what | think is its relative insignifi- °

soul-searching meeting, after we had
wrestled with and disposed of our lit-
tle problems for the time being, Cyril,
South African by birth, remarked: "I
can't help but think of George as the

- type of character who built this coun-

try—reliable, trustworthy, solid,
dways willing to look on the bright
side. Those people are a dying breed."”

For the sake of his country, one
hopes George's breed is not disappear-

i ing. But none of those who worked
- with him, who appreciate his knowl-
~ edge and enjoy his comradeship, will

never forget the contributions of
George Lewis, among which is hisold
friend. —Richard Langworth M>
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RIDDLES,
MYSTERIES, &
ENIGMAS

Send your questions
to the editor

I, I've been set what | thought was !
# an easy research question about

Churehill, but despite looking at web-
sites and books I've been unable to find
out the exact dates he was Prime
Minister.

A% Blow your teacher away by
* reporting that he was techni-

caly Prime Minister threetimes. The
extra one was when the wartime
coalition broke up and he formed a
"caretaker" government of
Conservatives until the 1945 elec-
tion. The exact dates are: Coalition
Prime Minister, IOMay 1940 to 23
May 1945; Conservative Prime
Minister, 23 May 1945 to 26 July
1945; Conservative Prime Minister:
26 October 1951 to 5 April 1955.
See dso "Timelines" in FH 116.

| In its obituary of Lord

Q., Shawcross, The Times of July

1 ithvehemently denied that, as attor-
ney-general in the post-World War |1
government, he ever said, "We are the
masters now." | have always believed
he did. Moreover, | understood that the
then-Leader of the Opposition,
Winston Churchill, retorted, "Oh no
you're not. The people put you there
and the people will put you out again."
Can anyone provide the definitive ver-
sion? (Alistair Cooke has already cor-
rected two factual errorsin this same
obituary.) —James Bell, Scotland

A# Shawcross aways defended
 himself over this matter by
saying that the famous quote was not
complete and that what he said was:
"We are the masters at the moment,
and not only at the moment, but

for avery long time to come." | sus-
pect that the Churchill comment is
apocryphal. —PHC %

* vacated by the Nazis, he had to be born on

AROUND & ABOUT

Crown Prince Alexander of Yugoslavia was born in
Suite 212 at Claridge's Hotel in London, recalls
the Los Angeles Times. "Yet for the heir to the
throne ever to lay claim to his kingdom, just

Yugoslav territory. Luckily for King Peter |1 and
his wife, Princess Alexandra of Greece, Churchill came
to the rescue, declaring the luxurious hotel room in central London a dice
of Yugodavia" Can anyone confirm this?
i d o ik
The originator of the campaign to recal California Governor Gray

Davis, Congressman Darrdl Issa, told CNN that one of the leading
Republican contenders, Tom McClintock, had promised him months ago

- that he would abort his candidacy if it would split the Republican vote
: with Arnold Schwar zenegger. McClintock replied that Winston

Churchill would cal this Issds comment a "terminological inexactitude,"
because the word "lie" was disalowed in parliamentary debate.
00000

Straddling the fence? Authorities in Central India feted prominent

! personalities by naming 802 water tanks after them. Saddam Hussein, Bill
I Clinton, George Bush, Valtaire, Jawaharlal Nehru and Winston

Churchill figure among the names given to water tanks in villages in
Madhya Pradesh. Hitler, Mao and Stalin have thus far been passed over.
00000

, Football mania comes every autumn to
E] North America. Wisecracking Detroit
B Lions coach Steve Mariucci on Minnesota
Vikings wide receiver Randy Moss: "You
can't stop him, you can only hope to con-
tain him, huh? Who made that up,
Winston Churchill?'____ Chris Dunford
writes: "Worthl000.com is awebsite
where very inventive people who obvioudy
have too much time on their hands apply a
digital magic to photographs, drawings,
and paintings. Footballers might enjoy one
entitled "Winston Ditka." (Mike Ditkais
a famous coach. We told you, we can't get
away from dl this))
g g

On the second anniversary of the terrorist attacks on 11 September
2001, former New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, whose |eadership
in the days after the attacks won him a place in many hearts, paraphrased
Churchill to look forward: "Repair the waste. Rebuild the ruins. Heal the
wounds. Crown the victors. Comfort the broken and broken-hearted.
There is the battle we have now to fight. There is the victory we have now
to win. Let us go forward together." $
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Laoss Al Unstectl

Michad McMenamin

125 YeasAgo:
Winter 1878-79-Age4
"Lord Randolph was mute"

fter Lord Randolph's scathing at-

tack on the President of the Locd
Government Board earlier in the year,
nothing more was heard from Lord
Randolph on the political front. As
Winston wrote in his biography of his
father, "For the rest of the Parliament
Lord Randolph was mute. Scarcely a
mention of his name occurs in the 'De-
bates." He was absent from many im-
portant divisions. His relations and fed-
ings towards the Government seem
somewhat to have improved as the

Russian war crisis receded, and he re- :
mained an impassive spectator of their .
doings in Afghanistan, in Zululand, -

and the Transvad."

Meanwhile, Churchill's parents
continued during the winter their ex-

tensive travels throughout Ireland. As |

Lord Randolph wrote to his mother,
"This weather is certainly very wintry
and does not seem to lend itself to any-
thing congenial, while anything more
odious or unfortunate for fishing can-
not be well imagined. | fished for two

days in the Suir and never moved a fish, -

nor did anyone else. However, | have
added another Irish county (Tipperary)
to my peregrinations in this island."

Winston's brother Jack was born in .
Dublin on February 4th. The family
now prepared to return to London to

face a genera election, in which Lord

Randolph would manage to hold on to :

the family seat, Woodstock.

100 YearsAgo:

Winter 1903-04-Age 29
"Gover nments have nothing to
give but what they have first
taken away"

BOURKE
COCKRAN

LS Decem-
er, Chur-
chill wrote a

his friend
Bourke Cock-

overwhelming majority....Feeling is get-

125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

the person after whom Churchill pat-
terned his spesking style. (See
"Churchill's American Mentor," FH
115.) The Liberal Club speech to which
Churchill referred was one Cockran

. had given in London on 15 July 1903,
. titled "The Essential Conditions of Na-
" tiona Prosperity." An excerpt from that
- gpeech by Cockran compared with one

given by Churchill on 11 November
1903 at Birmingham illustrates how
closdly aligned the two men were politi-

~ caly and oratorically.

Cockran: "Since Government of it-
«f can create nothing, it can have
nothing of its own to bestow on any-
body. It cannot, then, be both just and
generous at the same time, for if it be
generous to some it must be oppressive
to others. If it undertake to enrich one

: man, the thing which it gives him it

long letter to :

ran, the Amer- -
ican Congress- |
man and ora
tor: "l believe .
that Chamber- .
; lain will be de- .
- feated a the General Election by an

ting much more bitter on both sides

than when you were here last and |
think there are very stormy times ahead
....| have had dl sorts of rows and trou-
bles in my own constituency and | am
thinking of trying my luck in pastures
new....I have never received a copy of

your speech at the Liberal Club. | wish

| had been able to get hold of it. It

would be very useful...] wish you -

would send me some good free trade
speeches that have been made in Amer-
ica, and some facts about corruption,
lobbying, and so forth...."

Since their first meeting in 1895, :

Cockran had played a formative role in
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Churchill's political thought and was .

must take from some other man. If it
have a favorite, it must have a victim;
and that Government only is good, that
Government only is great, that Govern-
ment only is just, which has neither fa-
vorites nor victims."

Churchill: "You may, by the arbi-
trary and sterile act of Government—
for, remember, Governments create
nothing and have nothing to give but
what they have first taken away—you
may put money in the pocket of one set
of Englishmen, but it will be money
taken from the pockets of another set of
Englishmen, and the greater part will be
spilled on the way. Every vote given for
Protection is a vote to give Govern-
ments the right of robbing Peter to pay
Paul, and charging the public a hand-
some commission on the job."

Churchill's reference in his letter to
Cockran of "troubles in my own con-
stituency" was borne out on 8 January
1904, when the Oldham Conservative
Association nearly unanimously passed
a resolution of no confidence in him
because of his outspoken views on free
trade. Churchill's reference to "trying
my luck in pastures new" was in retro-
spect a foreshadowing of his coming de-
cison to leave the Conservatives and
"cross the floor" to join the Liberals.

Cockran undoubtedly honored
Churchill's request to send him "some
good free trade speeches’ for, in Febru-




125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

ary, 1904, Churchill made a speech at
the Free Trade Hal in Manchester
which The Times described as "one of
the most powerful and brilliant he has

made." Churchill said, "It is the theory :
of the Protectionist that imports are an

evil. He thinks that if you shut out the
foreign imported manufactured goods
you will make these goods yourselves,
in addition to the goods which you
make now, including those goods which
we make to exchange for the foreign

goods that come in. If a man can be-

lieve that he can believe anything.
[Laughter.] We Free-traders say it is not
true. To think you can make a man
richer by putting on atax is like a man

thinking that he can stand in a bucket |

and lift himself up by the handle.
[Laughter and cheers.]"

75 YeasAqgo:

Winter 1928-29-Age 54

"Youwill bevery sorry after
the Socialistsarereturned”

I n the latter part of November,
Churchill wrote to the press baron
Lord Rothermere, warning of the con-
sequences to follow if he and his fdlow
newspaper owner Max Beaverbrook
abandoned the Conservatives. "Of
course, if you and Max rock the boat it
will do a good ded of harm and | am
sure you will be very sorry after the So-

cidists are returned. Certainly every-

thing you have stood for, friendship
with France, breach with Russia, econ-
omy in expenditure, reduction of taxa
tion, will be violently overthrown....
However, this is a free country and
everyone may try to make his own bed
so long as he is ready to lie in it after-
wards...."

Over the Christmas holiday,
Churchill continued work on The After-
math, sending chapters to Arthur Bal-
four, Neville Chamberlain and Stanley

Baldwin. In a letter to Baldwin accom- |

panying the chapters, Churchill gave !
make war. When | meet Malenkov we

his views on the genera theme of the

coming election: "l am sure that every-

thing should be done to confront the

electors with the direct choice between |

| it difficult?,

Socidism and modern Conservatism. | good can come from talks with the Rus-

The more blunt and simple the issue,
the better for our cause. The world tides
are favourable. They set in every coun-
try towards Conservatism, co-operation
and continuity of national policy."
Churchill warned in a speech on
12 February that a Sociaist government
would "bring back the Russian Bolshe-
viks, who will immediately get busy in
the mines and factories, as wdl as

among the armed forces, planning an- :

other generd strike....If a Sociaist Gov-

well have a facade of well-meaning and
respectable Ministers who were moved
here and there like marionettes in ac-
cordance with the decision of a small
secret international junta.”

Privately, Churchill was pessimistic
about the election, but not so his cabi-
net colleagues, who were busy dis-
cussing, if not plotting, behind
Churchill's back to move him out of the

| Exchequer in a new government.

50 YeasAgo:

Winter 1953-54* Age 79
"Thisold carcassof mineisa
bloody nuisance”

sians. But it will pay him to come along
with us. | shdl do what | can to per-
suade him. | might stay longer here
than | meant, at any rate if | could per-

i suade Ike to stay too."

At Bermuda Churchill told Eisen-
hower: "If this gathering were being
held to find ways to reduce our de-
fenses, that would be an extreme act of
criminal faly, but if we were resolved to
continue our preparation with the ut-

. most vigor and perseverance...then this
ernment came into power, they might |

second question whether there was any
reality in a Russian change was one that

i could be examined within limits and it

urchill was in Bermuda for a i
mmit conference with the Amer- ;

icans and the French. "I don't fed old,
though | have some of the disabilities of
old age." hetold Lord Moran. "My out-
look on things has not changed. It is ex-

actly what it was. In the mornings | fed |

the same as | dways did, but | have be-
come torpid in the middle of the day.
...This old carcass of mine is a bloody
nuisance."

Churchill's purpose in coming to
Bermuda was to persuade the new
American administration that the death
of Stalin offered an opportunity to ex-
plore detente with the new Soviet |lead-
ership. Lord Moran asked Churchill if
Russia wanted war, to which he replied,
"I believe it is not in her interest to

can build for peace." Who was making
Moran asked. "lke"
Churchill said. "He doesn't think any
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should find its part in a genera survey
of the scene, once we had convinced
them that there was no hope of divid-
ing the allies."

But Eisenhower characterized the
Soviet Union as a streetwalker. As John
Colville records his words, "If we un-
derstood that under this dress was the
same old girl, if we understood that de-
spite bath, perfume or lace, it was till
the same old girl on that basis then we

I might explore al that Sir Winston had
. said....Perhaps we could pull the old girl

off the main street and put her on a
back dley. He did not want to approach
this problem on the basis that there had

+ been any change in the Soviet policy of

destroying the Capitalist free world by
al means, by force, by deceit or by lies."

The most Churchill could do was
to persuade Eisenhower, in his forth-
coming speech to the United Nations,
to substitute "reserve the right to use the
atomic bomb" in place of "free to use
the atomic bomb." Colville records
Eisenhower's comment on the differ-
ences between him and WSC: "Whereas
Winston looked on the atomic weapon
as something entirely new and terrible,
he looked upon it as just the latest im-
provement in military weapons."

Back in London, Churchill learned
on 21 January of the death of Richard
Molyneux, a felow soldier who had
been wounded at Omdurman and had
received a skin graft from Churchill at
that time. Whistling past the graveyard,
WSC observed "He will take my skin

! with him, akind of advance guard, into

the next world...."




CHURCHILL AFLOAT

Liners and tfie Man

CHRISTOPHER H. STERLING

The maestic Queen Mary, aboard which Churchill sailed more often than any other liner, leaving New York harbor for Southampton, England.

hroughout his long life, Winston Churchill was a

prolific traveler. He enjoyed a variety of modes of

transport, including on one notable and pho-
tographed occasion, a camed.! Of the many ships on
which he took passage, Churchill is most dosdy identi-
fied with the Cunard liner Queen Mary, on which he
saled numerous times (more than any other single ves)
during and after World War 1l—and about which he
wrote the tribute published in this issue.

Churchill sdled on at leadt fifteen different liners
over nearly six decades? His trips varied considerably in
length and the conditions under which he sailed, but few
sources detail them. Passing reference is often made
("Churchill sailed..."), offering no information on the
ship involved. What follows is culled from awide variety
of sources on ships and Churchill.

Dr. Sterling is on the faculty of The George Washington University
and is editor of The Churchillian, published by the Washington Soci-
ety for Churchill. His "Churchill and Air Travel" appeared in FH 118.
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Serving the Empire

Churchill's first ocean voyages took place on vessds
of the three most important British shipping lines linking
vital Empire routes. The Cunard Line had served the
North Atlantic route to Canada and the United States
since 1840. The Peninsular & Oriental (P& O), formed in
1839 and responsible for adding the term "posh” to the
language (which originally stood for the way to avoid the
hot sun by dwelling on the "port [ddeg] out [and] dar-
board home™), pioneered service to India and Audtraia.
The Union-Castle line (the result of a 1900 merger)
served South Africa® At this stage, Churchill was but one
of many young men traveling by sea to serve Britain's
worldwide interests. The entertainment and excitement
he sought, of course, was not found aboard ship.

Perhaps fittingly, his initial seavoyage took him on
hisfirst of more than a dozen trips to the United States. In
November 1895 Churchill sailed with his friend Reggie
Barnes from Liverpool to New Yok on the Cunarder
Etruria. It was an inauspicious beginning to alife of travel







