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Www.winstonchurchill.org
As an avid amateur historian (and pro-

fessional graphic designer), I just had to ex-
press and share my enthusiasm for your
website with you. It is a wonderfully com-
prehensive work and I shall look forward to
enjoying its many depths in the coming
days and weeks. Cheers!

CHRISTOPHER PAVLIK, PROP.

FORCE TEN DESIGN, CALGARY, ALBERTA

Coinage Postscript
Since the article "Commemorative

Coins" appeared (FH 120), I have been
questioned about the correctness of my
classifying commemoratives as "coins." As I
mentioned, many obviously were not in-
tended for open circulation, and many
anomalies appear.

For example, the Royal Mint issued
two sets of gold coins for Alderney and
Guernsey in 1999. One set was for 5
pounds, the other 25 pounds. Exactly the
same die art was used. However, coins in
the 5 pound set measured 38.61 mm and
weighed 47.54 grams. The 25 pound set
measured 22 mm and weighed 7.81 grams.
The Royal Mint sold the 5 pound set for
$1,695; the 25 pound set sold for $625! A
reversal of values?

Another example: in 1999 the Falkland
Islands and Tristan Da Cunha issued a se-
ries of three coins each. The die art was the
same for each series; face value was 50
pence each. Yet in each case coins were is-
sued in gold, silver and copper/nickel. No
distinction in face value was made based
upon the metal. Such examples tend to
confuse the subject.

The numismatic community is also
struggling with this question. A letter in the
latest issue of World Coin News spoke to the
problem: "The word 'coin,' like any word,
does not have any inherent meaning but
has whatever meaning the collecting com-
munity as a whole chooses to give it (or the
public as a whole, which may have a differ-
ent definition)."

Current opinion recognizes a coin as
an object issued by a governmental author-
ity, which is portable, and which is legal
tender and/or intended for circulation. Our
commemoratives meet the first two condi-
tions, and they are clearly marked with a
legal tender value. Whether they were in-
tended for circulation is open to discussion;

they were certainly intended for circulation
to collectors! And I suspect that a gold
Falklands Island 50 pence coin would be
accepted in payment for a cup of coffee
anywhere in the world, should anyone be
foolish enough to offer it.

The most practical approach to classi-
fying these commemoratives is to divide
coins into circulating issues and "non-cir-
culating legal tender" (NCLT) issues.
NCLT coins are "created and sold by, or
under authorization of, agencies of sover-
eign governments. These are primarily indi-
vidual coins or sets of a commemorative
nature, marketed at prices substantially in
excess of face value, and usually do not have
counterparts released for circulation"
(Krause & Mishler, Catalog of World Coins).
However, this collector's bible makes no
distinction but lists both coin types to-
gether under the issuing government.

Some coins fall into both categories
(i.e., the British 1965 crown, a commemo-
rative which was also a circulating issue). To
further confuse the situation, some coins
fail to meet the above definitions for either
category; the Yemeni Rial was issued by a
government in exile that never came to
power and Europa, the fledgling European
community, issued several commemorative
coins in 1972 although it was not a legal
government at the time.

In the interest of tranquility, can we
agree that these Churchill commemoratives
are NCLT issue coins? Since professionals
in the world of coins can't agree, why
should we argue? Let us accept that they are
lovely commemoratives and they are an ap-
propriate part of our Churchilliana collec-
tion. And they are, by definition and re-
gardless of classification, coins.

DEVOY WHITE, CARMICHAEL, CALIF.

Lawrence as Recruit
Lawrence of Arabia {FH 119) surely

didn't please everybody. His former com-
mander G. F. Breese, writing in Illustrated
(1955), called him "a real troublemaker. He
asked for a private room, saying 'I suppose
you know who I am?' I knew him only as
an airman and explained that it was not
possible to give 1100 recruits a room each.
The next week he was up for disciplinary
reasons for being dirty and insubordinate."

JAMES MACK, FAIRFIELD, OHIO

Past doubt!'—Ed. M>
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@ The Centre: President's Letter

Vfhe 2003 International Churchill Conference in Bermuda this past
November was splendid from every angle. The weather was beautiful.
The Bermudians, from hotel staff to Governor and Prime Minister,

made us feel warmly welcomed and appreciated. The attendees were most
generous in praising the high quality of the panel discussions, and the pan-
elists themselves. Many also had quite positive words for The Churchill Cen-
tre, its executive director, its new website, Finest Hour (always atop the hit pa-
rade) and other Centre programs.

We were fortunate to have Lady Soames with us throughout the Conference; and without question,
her indefatigable participation in all—and I mean all—conference functions ensured their success. From the
opening night receiving line at the Board of Governors reception to the final good night at our closing ban-
quet, she was enthusiastically engaged, and in the process redefined the meaning of "Patron."

Over the years many of us have been honored and excited to have met and conversed with our Pa-
tron, who for her part has dealt adroitly with a variety of people and situations. But until November 8th,
none of us realized her adeptness at impromptu pantomime.

At the Mid Ocean Club luncheon, scene of her father's "summit" fifty years before, she walked to the
lectern to present a copy of her father's painting, "View of Chartwell," to the Club's President, Michael
Dunkley MR Alas, she was informed that the gift remained miles away at the Conference's hotel. Without
missing a beat, she held up the phantom painting, outlined its contours with accurate and clear flourishes, de-
scribed it, identified a few specific features, and handed the phantom image over to a somewhat perplexed
Mr. Dunkley. Happily he recovered in time to thank her pleasantly and then, grasping the spirit of the mo-
ment, placed it on a phantom easel!

It must not be forgotten that this elegant conference was conceived, organized, managed and con-
ducted, mostly long-distance, almost entirely by volunteers. Led by co-chairmen David Boler and Randy Bar-
ber, conference manager Judy Kambestad and education programs chairman John Plumpton, a host of
Churchill Centre members pitched in to do the glamorless, unappreciated little things that must be done well
if any conference is to succeed. They gave up their free time, shopping, swimming and sightseeing to attend
to the many and varied needs of over 200 attendees. Too numerous to list here (but see page 22), they know
who they are, and I and the other Governors wish to emphasize how much we appreciate their contributions.

I wish to note another memorable vignette: Solveig Barber's beautiful singing of four national an-
thems and the Bermuda Song. Her smooth, effortless and artistically elegant deliveries, one in French,
masked the hours of rehearsal necessary to produce such a wonderful result. Randy, please continue to keep
Solveig happy. We would be poorer without her.

We all should be pleased with the positive response to the conference from Bermudians and Centre
members alike. Press coverage was excellent. Marlane McGarry did a highly professional job as public rela-
tions manager. Interest in Churchill soared. In fact, concrete plans are under way to establish a Churchill
Centre Bermuda affiliate to introduce many more young Bermudians to Winston Churchill. Volunteers have
already come forth. And Churchill Centre members who attended from afar were energized by what they ex-
perienced. Upon my return, I received e-mails and telephone calls volunteering to do more for the Centre
and its programs, financially and otherwise.

This highly successful conference will provide the impetus for equally im-
pressive events in Portsmouth next year under Nigel Knocker's chairmanship,
Quebec City in 2005 led by Randy Barber, and Chicago in 2006 chaired by
Philip and Susan Larson.
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DATELINE
QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

"Which way shall we turn to save our lives and the future of the world?
It does not matter so much to old people; they are going soon anyway; but I find it poignant to look at

youth in all its activity and ardour and, most of all, to watch little children playing their merry games,
and wonder what would lie before them if God wearied of mankind?"

Art Carney
OLD SAYBROOK, CT.,

NOVEMBER 11TH—

D-Day veteran
and actor Art Car-
ney, best known
as Jackie Gleason's
sewer worker pal
Ed Norton in the

American television classic "The Hon-
eymooners," and a 1974 Oscar winner
for best actor in "Harry and Tonto," has
died at 85. On his climb to fame, Car-
ney once imitated Winston Churchill
(as well as Franklin Roosevelt) on the
wartime radio show, "Report to the Na-
tion."

Drafted into the Army in 1944, he
took part in the Normandy landings,
where a piece of shrapnel shattered his
right leg. He was left with a leg three-
quarters of an inch shorter than the
other and a lifelong limp.

"Art was and is one of the most en-
dearing men I have ever met," the late
actress Audrey Meadows (caustic Alice
Kramden on "The Honeymooners")
wrote in her 1994 memoir Love, Alice,
"a witty and delightful companion who
went out of his way to help each new
actor find his niche in the often bewil-
dering world of The Jackie Gleason
Show."

"Dearest Pamela"
LONDON, DECEMBER 2ND— Letters written
by Winston Churchill to his first love,
Pamela Plowden, fetched almost
£300,000 at a Christies auction today,
as collectors competed for mementoes
of one of the most romantic episodes of
his life. One passionate note became

—WSC, House of Commons, 1 Marck 1955

the most expensive Churchill letter ever
auctioned when it was bought by an
anonymous private collector for
£77,675. In it Churchill told her: "I
have lived all my life seeing the most
beautiful women London produces...
never have I seen one for whom I
would for an hour forego the business
of life."

The letters to Pamela, later Lady
Lytton, range from Churchill's first ef-
forts to engage her interest when he was
a 21-year-old officer in India to the
mellow affection of old age, recalling in
1950 that he had proposed to her ex-
actly fifty years before. Pamela, whose
father was the governor of Bengal and
acting Viceroy of India, had instead
married the second Lord Lytton, of
Knebworth House in Hertfordshire.
Churchill also married another, but his
friendship with Pamela remained con-
stant throughout the years. For at least
three years, she was the most important
person in his life.

He wrote constantly. When he first
met her, at a polo match in India in
1896, he wrote to his mother: "She is
the most beautiful girl I have ever seen.

Pamela Plowden (from Winston S. Churchill, vol. 1.)

We are going to try and do the city of
Hyderabad together—on an elephant."
(To his mother he would explain that
an elephant was necessary because its
height prevented natives from spitting
on their British overlords.)

The relationship in its early years
was hampered partly by his lack of in-
come and clear prospects, whereas she
was the daughter of a leading official.
By the time of his Boer War excursion
as a correspondent, they were very
close. The notes range from one at the
front ("I am really enjoying myself im-
mensely") to a letter from the Boer
prison camp in Pretoria ("Not a very
satisfactory address to write from.")
When he escaped, her response was di-
rect: "Thank God—Pamela." Before he
returned, Lady Randolph wrote Win-
ston: "Pamela is devoted to you and, if
your love has grown as hers, I have no
doubt it is only a question of time for
you two to marry."

But the relationship had its ups
and downs. In one letter, she suggested
he was incapable of affection, causing
him to reply: "I shall be constant. My
love is deep and strong. Nothing will
ever change it. I might, it is true, divide
it. But the greatest part would remain
true—will remain true until death."
After his marriage, both Churchill and
his wife remained on affectionate terms
with Pamela, and Winston continued
to write to her for the rest of his life, in-
cluding two sympathetic letters after
the deaths of her two sons: Antony, the
eldest, in a 1933 air crash and John, at
ElAlameinin 1942.

Their correspondence ended in
1961 with an ember of his past affec-

FINEST HOUR 122/6



DATELINES

tion: "It is very nice to see your hand-
writing again." —John Shaw

For more on "Churchill's Women"see
FH 114:20-22 (Spring 2002).

Quebec Marks 60th
QUEBEC CITY, NOVEMBER 26TH— M a n y StU-

dents of history know that Chateau
Frontenac was the site of two significant
conferences during the Second World
War. At the 1943 Quebec Conference,
the leaders of Canada, the United States
and Britain agreed to launch a military
attack which would ultimately turn the
tide of the war. But few people know
that a bellboy played an important role
that week.

After the conference had ended
and the leaders had left with their huge
entourages, Frank Brittle discovered a
document in the towering Chateau. It
was the Allies' plans for D-Day. Recog-
nizing its importance, Brittle handed it
over to Canadian military officials.
Years later, he was awarded a medal for
his good deed. Historians acknowledge
that, if the papers had fallen into the
wrong hands, the consequences would
have been grave.

Brittle's story comes to mind as
Chateau Frontenac marks the 60th an-
niversary of the historic conference by
unveiling a permanent exhibit of pho-
tographs of the meeting between
Mackenzie King, Roosevelt and
Churchill. The exhibit, outside the room
where they met, will tell the story of the
week in which Quebec City was turned
into an armed fortress and an anti-air-
craft battery installed on the terrace out-
side the hotel. —CBC News Online

My Early Life: Tear Jerker
LONDON, JUNE 8TH— "Which book, poem
or play has made you cry more than any
other?" asked The Daily Telegraph. Max
Hastings, the newspaper's editor for
nine years, quickly named Churchill's
My Early Life: "I first read [it] at the age
of 13. It has been my favourite book
ever since. I must have been at least 30
before it drew a tear, because only then
did I comprehend the full awfulness of
his boyhood. This is his best book, a
masterpiece of exuberance, wit and
warmth. It is without self-pity, yet it

Quebec Conference (and Heritage Fund Erratum): Our recent brochure for the 2003
Churchill Centre Heritage Fund labeled the woman between Roosevelt and Churchill Mrs.
Mackenzie King. Dr. Suzanne Bowles reminds us that she is the former Princess Alice of Albany,
then Countess of Athlone, wife of the Governor General. Left to right: Clementine Churchill,
the Earl of Athlone, FDR, Countess Athlone, WSC, Eleanor Roosevelt, Mackenzie King.

lays bare the passion which propelled
Churchill through his youthful wars
and into parliament....Every schoolboy
should be obliged to read My Early Life
and write an essay on the theme, 'Is an
unhappy childhood an essential ingre-
dient of ambition?'"

Havengore For Sale
LONDON, APRIL 20TH— The 90-ton launch
Havengore, which achieved fame by car-
rying Sir Winston Churchill's coffin up
the Thames to a waiting train bound
for Bladon after his funeral in 1965, is
on the market. Owen Palmer, a busi-
nessman who formed a trust to buy and
restore the 47-year-old vessel, hopes she
will be used to teach young people
"about democracy and the accountabil-
ity of government. I want her to be-
come floating history." Unless a lottery
grant can be obtained, however, Palmer
will have to find a buyer. "We need
someone to take the project forward.
Although I love being here with Haven-
gore, I must return to Australia for busi-
ness. It would be terrible if Havengore
has to go abroad because of lack of in-
terest here. I imagine the Americans
would be keen but, to me, it wouldn't
be right." Mr. Palmer can be reached by

e-mail to mail@havengore.com or by
telephone: (01634) 813057.

"Freedom is Right"
LONDON, NOVEMBER 19TH— T h e following

are remarks by HM The Queen and the
President of the United States in an ex-
change of toasts at Buckingham Palace
during the latter's State Visit to the
United Kingdom.

HM THE QUEEN: Mr. President,
ladies and gentlemen. It gives me great
pleasure to welcome you and Mrs. Bush
to London. Visits by American presi-
dents have been memorable landmarks
in my reign. Unlike in the United
States, the British head of state is not
limited to two terms of four years.
[Laughter.] And I have welcomed no
fewer than seven of your predecessors.

The first U.S. President to stay at
Buckingham Palace was Woodrow Wil-
son in December 1918. America had
then been fighting alongside us in the
First World War, and was to do so again
in our hour of need, during the Second
World War. And at the very core of the
new international and multilateral
order which emerged after the shared
sacrifices of that last terrible world »

FINEST HOUR 122 / 7



war was a vital, dynamic transatlantic
partnership, working with other allies
to create effective international institu-
tions. The Marshall Plan led to the be-
ginnings of the European Union, and
the establishment of NATO became the
bedrock for European security.

Sixty years ago, Winston Churchill
coined the term "special relationship" to
describe the close collaboration between
the United Kingdom and United States
forces that was instrumental in freeing
Europe from tyranny. Despite occa-
sional criticism of the term, I believe it
admirably describes our friendship.
Like all special friends, we can talk
frankly and we can disagree from time
to time—even sometimes fall out over a
particular issue. But the depth and
breadth of our partnership means that
there is always so much we are doing
together at all levels, that disputes can
be quickly overcome and forgiven.

I, in my term, have had the plea-
sure of paying three state visits to your
country. The last was in 1991, at the
end of the Cold War. Your father, Mr.
President, was instrumental in leading
the way through those heady but uncer-
tain months, from the fall of the Berlin
Wall in 1989 to the break-up of the So-
viet Union two years later.

In this 21st Century, we face to-
gether many unforeseen and formidable
challenges. The leadership you showed
in the aftermath of the terrible events of
the 11th of September 2001 won the
admiration of everyone in the United
Kingdom. You led the response to an
unprovoked terrorist attack, which was
on a scale never seen before. Your
friends in this country were amongst
the very first to sense the grief and hor-
ror that struck your nation that day,
and to share the slow and often painful
process of recovery. And our troops
have served side by side in Afghanistan
and Iraq to lead the fight to restore free-
dom and democracy. Our two countries
stand firm in their determination to de-
feat terrorism.

As we look to the future together,
there are many fields in which our gov-
ernments and people work alongside
each other to the benefit of both na-
tions. The end of supersonic travel by

DATELINES

Concorde may mean that for some it
takes longer to cross the Atlantic. But
in the case of the United States and the
United Kingdom, the two sides of the
ocean have never been closer. Our two
countries are each other's largest foreign
investors, supporting millions of jobs.
In areas such as science and technology,
health, urban redevelopment and law
and order, our experts exchange best
practice and knowledge to improve the
quality of life for us and for future gen-
erations.

All this is founded on our long-
standing sense of common purpose, our
shared values and shared interests, our
deep underlying sense of respect and af-
fection. We are bound across the gener-
ations by much more, too: we share the
confidence and the courage to try and
make this a more prosperous, a safer
and, above all, a freer world.

The reason for this, Mr. President,
is written in our history. As your father
said in his own Inaugural Address, "We
know what is right: Freedom is right."
So ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to
raise your glasses to President and Mrs.
Bush, to the continued friendship be-
tween our two nations and to the
health, prosperity and happiness of the
people of the United States.

THE PRESIDENT: Your Majesty, Your
Royal Highness, distinguished guests.
Laura and I are deeply honored to accept
Your Majesty's gracious hospitality and
to be welcomed into your home.
Through the last century, and into our
own, Americans have appreciated the
friendship of your people. And we are
grateful for your personal commitment
across five decades to the health and vi-
tality of the alliance between our nations.

Of course, things didn't start out
too well. [Laughter.] Yet, even at Amer-
ica's founding, our nations shared a
basic belief in human liberty. That con-
viction, more than anything else, led to
our reconciliation. And in time, our
shared commitment to freedom became
the basis of a great Atlantic alliance that
defeated tyranny in Europe and saved
the liberty of the world.

The story of liberty, the story of
Magna Carta and the Declaration of In-

dependence, continues in our time. The
power of freedom has touched Asia and
Latin America and Africa and beyond.
And now our two countries are carrying
out a mission of freedom and democracy
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Once again,
America and Britain are joined in the de-
fense of our common values. Once
again, American and British service
members are sacrificing in a necessary
and noble cause. Once again, we are act-
ing to secure the peace of the world.

The bonds between our countries
were formed in hard experience. We
passed through adversity together, we
have risen through great challenges to-
gether. The mutual respect and fellow-
ship between our countries is deep and
strong and permanent. Let us raise our
glasses to our common ideals, to our
enduring friendships, to the preserva-
tion of our liberties and to Her Majesty,
the Queen of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Local & National
Events are also covered by our fraternal pub-
lication, the Chartwell Bulletin.

Portugal
LISBON, OCTOBER 6TH— It is good to know
that there is great admiration for Sir
Winston in Portugal, as well as a
knowledgeable and committed group of
people who wish to become more in-
volved in spreading information about
him and his example. The Portuguese
Catholic University's Institute for Polit-
ical Studies hosts an annual Alexis de
Tocqueville Lecture here. For 2003, it
was delivered by Christopher DeMuth,
President of the American Enterprise
Institute, on the subject, "Competition
as a Principle of Good Government."
At the subsequent dinner Paul Courte-
nay, Vice President and Honorary Sec-
retary of ICS (UK), made a speech
about Churchill to one hundred guests
from the university and beyond. He
drew the audience's attention to some
of the less well-known points which
Churchill had said and wrote, particu-
larly in the earlier part of his career,
which gave a valuable insight into the
person Churchill later became. This
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The Larsons, Celia
Sandys, Westminster
College President
Fletcher Lamkin.

event was designed to be the inaugura-
tion of a Portuguese Society; after din-
ner, many of those present said that
they wanted to join, and there are good
prospects for the evolution of a flour-
ishing organization in the beautiful
country which is "England's oldest ally."

Missouri
FULTON, NOVEMBER

16TH— Philip and
Susan Larson
represented The
Churchill Centre
at the 2003 Kem-
per Lecture,
given by Celia
Sandys at West-
minster College,

home of the Churchill Memorial and
Library. Ms. Sandys, on a speaking tour
involving her two books, discussed We
Shall Not Fail. The book offers a new
take on the positive traits Churchill em-
ployed throughout his life, especially
the remarkable strengths he displayed
leading Britain through World War II: a
passion for excellence, putting bad news
into perspective, protecting innovators
from bureaucrats, and requiring the
same high standard from all.

Memorial director Jerry Morelock
invited the Larsons to a dinner with
board members, memorial supporters,
Westminster College President Fletcher
Lamkin, and Crosby Kemper. Also in
attendance as a special guest was Mary
Eisenhower, granddaughter of the U.S.
President. Dr. Lamkin welcomed the
Centre's representatives, mentioning
that both organizations have a common
goal. The dinner was a seven-course
meal featuring beef Wellington and six
wines, followed by cigars and port in
the Wood Room afterward. "Everyone
was festive and quite welcoming,"
writes Susan Larson.

New England
BOSTON, NOVEMBER 19TH— " H e y fatSO,

where's the men's room?" a young en-
listed man once asked Churchill at the
White House. "Straight down that hall-
way and turn left—you'll see a room
marked 'Gentlemen,' but don't let that
dissuade you."

The story was recounted by Celia
Sandys, obtained from a source at the
executive mansion, part of her book,
Chasing Churchill, on her grandfather's
travels. She appeared before a gathering
of New England Churchillians and the
Boston Branch of the English-Speaking
Union, at the Suffolk Law School on
Tremont Street. A capacity crowd of
nearly 100 attended from Boston and
the surrounding area, and we quickly
ran short of books; but many new
members joined and were referred to
the CC Book Club for copies.

Patrick Powers

BOSTON, NOVEMBER 30TH—

New England Chur-
chillians and guests cele-
brated Sir Winston
Churchill's 129th birth-
day tonight at a black tie
dinner the University
Club, christened for the
evening "The Republic
of Laurania." The speaker was Professor
Patrick Powers of Magdalen College in
Warner, New Hampshire, editor of the
forthcoming new edition of Savrola,
Churchill's only novel. Dr. Powers gave
a powerful speech on the relevance and
significance of the novel Churchill ex-
pressed outward doubts about. Not only
does Savrola provide considerable in-
sight into the lifetime thought of
Churchill himself, he noted; it also of-
fers important, thought-provoking re-
flections about a society of ordered lib-
erty, such as may be happening in Iraq,
and the limits of democratic forms in
nascent republics. A magnificent meal
of salmon or roast beef was accompa-
nied by Pol Roger, and toasts were of-
fered to that long-ago day in 1874.

Illinois
CHICAGO, NOVEMBER 22ND— C h u r c h i l l

Friends of Greater Chicago met at the
Drake-Oak Brook for dinner and a pro-
gram, which opened with a mention of
President Kennedy's assassination forty
years ago and the singing (with the vo-
calized help of a power point presenta-
tion) of both the British and American
National Anthems. Over fifty Friends
gathered to hear Cdr. Joe Troiani
USNR, faculty member of the Defense

Cdr. Joe and Terie
Troiani, Susan and

Philip Larson.

Intelligence Agency,
discuss "Churchill
and Intelligence."
Six students joined
the members for
an evening of in-
triguing historical
facts relating to
Churchill's interest
and reliance on intelligence throughout
his career. Susan Larson began the
evening with a report on the Bermuda
trip and an update of the challenges set
forth for local groups to involve stu-
dents and to seek new Centre members.
The choice of Chicago for the 2006 In-
ternational Churchill Conference was
announced to an enthusiastic audience.
A number of Churchill quotes were of-
fered both in the opening and in
Philip's introduction of the speaker.
Collectibles were brought by members
to share and the traditional toast to Sir
Winston was offered. The members
plan to meet again in May 2004. Please
contact Susan and Philip Larson for de-
tails.

British Columbia
VANCOUVER, NOVEMBER 28TH— Sixty mem-
bers of the Sir Winston S. Churchill So-
ciety of British Columbia gathered for
the Society's Annual General Meeting
today. Mr. Rafe Mair, a member and a
well-known British Columbia radio
broadcaster, spoke ably on "Churchill's
Thinking Outside the Box." The Soci-
ety presented a $600 prize to the uni-
versity student winner of the annual
Essay Contest, who made a very good
address to the membership. Dr. Joe
Siegenberg retired as President and
Christopher Hebb, who is a new Gov-
ernor of The Churchill Centre, as-
sumed the presidency. Twelve directors
were elected, and a representative of the
newly forming Sir Winston Churchill
Society of Vancouver Island was in at-
tendance. The next event occurred on
Thursday, January 8th, when the
United States Consul General, Luis Ar-
reaga Rodas, addressed the members.

Alaska
ANCHORAGE, NOVEMBER 30TH— Twenty -

four Churchillians braved sub-zero »
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ALASKA...
temperatures to celebrate Sir Winston's
birthday at a black tie dinner at the
Hotel Captain Cook, which flies the
Union Flag along with the Stars and
Stripes and Alaska flag. The group,
founded on 10 May 1990 and hitherto
known as the Alaska Chapter of the In-
ternational Churchill Society, has been
renamed the Rt. Hon. Sir Winston
Spencer Churchill Society of Alaska,
and will apply for Churchill Centre af-
filiate status.

Aside from Churchill's favorite
Champagne, Pol Roger, this fourteenth
annual birthday dinner featured
Swedish fare in honor of the semicente-
nary of Churchill's Nobel Prize for Lit-
erature, received on his behalf in Stock-
holm by his wife and daughter Mary in
1953. James Muller described the his-
tory of the Nobel Prize for Literature
and the award to Churchill. Joseph
Henri proposed the toast to the Presi-
dent, Peter Gamache proposed the toast
to the Queen, and Robert Dickson pro-
posed the toast to the memory of Sir
Winston. Stuart Hall, a charter mem-
ber of the Winston S. Churchill Study
Unit, the 1968 predecessor to the Inter-
national Churchill Society and The
Churchill Centre, attended and con-
tributed books for the door prizes.

The evening included Harrow
School Songs by the Canaries, who
sang "The Silver Arrow" and "Lyon, of
Preston, Yeoman, John"—the latter new
to their repertoire. Keith Padden sang a
solo of "You." The other singers were
Craig Carlson, Robert Dickson, Craig
Goodrich, James Muller, and Mark
Wohlgemuth, accompanied on the
piano by Marie Matetich. The evening
ended with the traditional singing of
"Forty Years On" and "Auld Lang
Syne," with the Canaries leading the
diners in song.

The next meeting of the Rt. Hon.
Sir Winston Spencer Churchill Society
of Alaska will be held at the Hotel Cap-
tain Cook on 30 November 2004, with
a program commemorating the semi-
centenary of Churchill's eightieth birth-
day. Visiting Churchillians will be
warmly welcomed no matter what the
temperatures.

Local Organizers
LOCAL AFFAIRS COORDINATOR:
Judy Kambestad (jammpott@aol.com)
1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705

tel. (714) 838-4741; fax (714) 838-8899

Alaska: Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of Alaska
Judith & Jim Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu)
2410 Galewood St., Anchorage AK 99508
tel. (907) 786-4740

Arizona: Larry Pike (lvpike@chartwellgrp.com)
4927 E. Crestview Dr., Paradise Valley AZ 95253
tel. (602) 955-4364

California Desert: Churchillians of the Desert
David Ramsay (rambo85@aol.com)
74857 S, Cove Drive, Indian Wells CA 92210
tel. (760) 837-1095

California South: SoCal Churchillians
Jerry Kambestad (gdkamb@aol.com)
1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705
tel. (714) 838-4741

Chicago: Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)
22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
tel. (708) 352-6825

Dallas: Emery Reves Churchillians
John Restrepo (cunengland@aol.com)
4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dallas TX 75205
tel. (214) 522-7201

Detroit: Gary Bonine
3609 Lake George Road, Dryden MI 48428

tel. (810) 796-3180

England North: ICS/UK Northern Chapter
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage"
Station Road, Goldsborough,
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5 8NT

tel. (01432) 863225

Florida North:
Richard Streiff (streiffr@bellsouth.net)
81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel. (352) 378-8985

Georgia: Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)
2634 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 509-5340, fax (770) 565-5925

New England Churchillians
Suzanne Sigman (ssigman@attbi.com)
42 Dudley Lane, Milton MA 02186
tel. (617) 696-1833

New Orleans: Hill Riddle
(HillRiddlejr@hotmail.com)
2715 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans LA 70130
tel. (504) 895-5102

North Carolina Churchillians
Wendell Musser (AWMuss@aol.com)
1214 Champions Pointe Dr., Durham NC 27712
tel. (919) 477-1325

Ohio: Northern Ohio Churchillians
Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)
1300 Terminal Tower, Cleveland OH 44113
tel. (216) 781-1212

Washington Society for Churchill
Christopher H. Sterling, Pres. (chriss@gwu.edu)
4507 Airlie Way, Annandale VA 22003
tel. (202) 994-0363

Toronto: Other Club of Ontario
Norm & Jean MacLeod (jeana@direct.com)
16 Glenlaura Ct., Ashburn ON LOB 1AO,
tel. (905) 655-4051

THE RT. HON. SIR WINSTON
SPENCER CHURCHILL SOCIETY

Calgary: Rick Billington, Pres. (rnbill@telus.net)
2379 Longridge Drive, Calgary AB T3E 5N7
tel. (403) 249-5016

Edmonton: Robert Dunn (rolana@shaw.ca)
Box 2, Site 208, RR2,
St. Albert, Edmonton AB T8N 1M9
res. tel. (904) 388-7443; bus. tel. (780) 973-5549

Vancouver: Christopher Hebb, Pres.
(cavell_capital@telus.net) , 1806-1111
W. Georgia Street, Vancouver BC V6E 4M3
tel. (604) 209-6400

California
LONG BEACH, NOVEMBER 30TH— One hun-
dred twenty people gathered at a black
tie dinner, sponsored by Southern Cali-
fornia Churchillians on the Queen
Mary, to celebrate Winston Churchill's
birthday. Attendees came from as far
away as San Diego, Las Vegas, and Santa
Barbara. Celia Sandys, Sir Winston's
granddaughter and Churchill Centre
Trustee, gave a fascinating speech cen-
tered on her book Chasing Churchill,
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with descriptions of some of the times
she spent with her grandfather celebrat-
ing his birthdays.

Jerry Kambestad hosted the
evening, and Martha Applegate said
grace. Toasts were presented by Profes-
sor Paul Alkon of USC, a CC Acade-
mic Adviser; Diana Gutman, Vice Pres-
ident, Art Museum Council, Los Ange-
les County Museum of Art; and Mark
D. Kimball, Headmaster, Winston
School, Del Mar. Journalist and author
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CHURCHILL
CALENDAR

Local organizers: please send to the editor

2004
13 April

Churchill Lecture, Washington, DC

Through 26 June: "Churchill and the Great
Republic" exhibit, Library of Congress. The

Churchill Centre is sponsoring two sym-
posia and the Fourth Churchill Lecture, and

is participating in the dedication of the
World War II Memorial.

24-29 September: 21st International
Churchill Conference, Portsmouth and

Normandy, followed by a tour on the route
of Allied armies through northwest Europe
to Berlin. Contact: ICS UK (address p. 2).

30 November: Churchill's 130th Birthday
celebrations: Cabinet War Rooms, Alaska,

Boston, Chicago, etc.

2005
29 Sep-2 Oct: 22nd International Churchill

Conference,
Chateau Frontenac, Quebec City.

2006
28 Sep-2 Oct: 23rd International Churchill

Conference, Chicago.

Terry McGarry introduced the speaker.
Two students attended from the

University of Southern California, and
many who arrived as non-members left
with membership applications. Cap-
ping off the evening, a number of those
present took advantage of the special
cabin rate and spent the remainder of
the night on the historic ship which
Churchill used for ten voyages, before,
during and after World War II. Regis-
tration for the dinner offered the op-
portunity to obtain signed copies of
two Sandys books, Chasing Churchill
and We Shall Not Fail. A total of 138
books were sold.

Louisiana
NEW ORLEANS, NOVEMBER 30TH— Fifteen

Churchillians met at the home of Hill
Riddle, Jr., here for the purpose of orga-
nizing a new Churchill Centre group.
After refreshments, Ted Martin called

the meeting to order. Attending were
Hill Riddle, Jr., Edward F. and Louise
Martin, Richard and Eve Barton, Alan
C. and Elizabeth Wolf, Mr. and Mrs.
Sherwood Briggs, Stuart and Olivia
Bamforth, Priscilla Jordan, Gary
Phillips, Orlin Corey, and Peter Beer.
After some discussion, attendees voted
to organize. They then elected Hill Rid-
dle President, Ted Martin Vice Presi-
dent, and William Reeves Secretary.
They discussed a possible dinner with a
speaker in early February. Further infor-
mation will be sent to local members.

Coming Events
Churchill Memorial
Concert, Woodstock

The Winston Churchill Memorial
Concert will take place at Blenheim on
Saturday 6th March. Details and tickets
can be obtained from Rose Lewis
(01869)350049

"Churchill and
the Great Republic"

In February the Library of Congress,
working in conjunction with the
Churchill Archives Centre, Cambridge,
presents a major exhibition on the life
and career of Winston Churchill that
will emphasize his lifelong links with
the United States. Items displayed will
range from a historic letter written by
his ancestor the first Duke of Marlbor-
ough in 1706 to the Order of Service
for Churchill's state funeral in January
1965. This is the first comprehensive
Churchill exhibition in the United
States. The Library of Congress will also
show, for the first time, important and
newly uncovered Churchill letters and
documents from its rich collections.

The exhibits will be on view from
February 5 th through June 26th in the
Thomas Jefferson Building of the Li-
brary of Congress, Mondays through
Saturdays, 10AM to 5PM. This exhibi-
tion and its programming were made
possible by the generous support of
John W. Kluge and the Annenberg
Foundation. The publication and sym-
posia that accompany the exhibition are

produced in association and through
the support of The Churchill Centre.

The Churchill Centre is playing a
vital supporting role by working with
the Library to organize an invitation-
only opening reception on February
4th, including our Patron Lady Soames,
and two family trustees, Celia Sandys
and Winston Churchill. The Centre is
underwriting the cost of an exhibition
book featuring original essays by Daun
Van Ee, a curator at the Library of Con-
gress and CC member; and Allen Pack-
wood, Director of the Churchill
Archives Centre. The book is a comple-
mentary piece to accompany the exhibi-
tion and illustrates the connections be-
tween Churchill and America through
examples drawn from the exhibit. It will
contain a preface written for the Centre
by Lady Soames, and an introduction
by Sir Martin Gilbert. Finally, the Cen-
tre is responsible for organizing and
sponsoring two academic symposia, on
February 19th and June 1 st.

"Churchill and the Great Repub-
lic" draws on collections of the Library
of Congress and the Churchill Archives
Centre to explore Winston Churchill's
life and achievements. The exhibition
includes approximately 200 items, a
wide array of materials including docu-
ments, letters, photographs, prints,
maps, audio-visual materials, and three-
dimensional artifacts.

Within each section of the exhibi-
tion key artifacts are featured, and nu-
merous supporting artifacts further ex-
plore the central theme. Audio stations
are spread throughout; here visitors are
able to hear Churchill's speeches, the
texts of which are on display. There are
also be two audio-visual kiosks. One
will feature Churchill making several of
his key speeches, such as his 26 Decem-
ber 1941 speech to Congress and his 5
March 1946 "Iron Curtain" speech at
Fulton, Missouri. The other kiosk will
demonstrate the influence of
Churchill's words and ideas on people
today. Clips of individuals quoting
Churchill in the aftermath of 11 Sep-
tember 2001, ranging from New York
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani to actor Jim
Carey, will be featured, as well as presi-
dents, politicians, and other >>
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CHURCHILL EXHIBITION...
significant figures using Churchill's
words for a variety of ends.

In conjunction with "Churchill
and the Great Republic," the sponsors
will develop special outreach and edu-
cational programming.

Online exhibition: One in a long
line of Library of Congress online ex-
hibits which have averaged three mil-
lion viewers each month, this will com-
prise an expanded version of the physi-
cal exhibit, showing complete letters
and documents instead of the one or
two pages that can be in the exhibit be-
cause of space limitations. Additional
supplementary materials are included,
as well as full transcriptions for all
handwritten documents.

Symposia: The Churchill Centre, in
conjunction with the Library's Office of
Scholarly Programs and the Interpretive
Programs Office, is presenting two sym-
posia, held in the Mumford Room in
the Madison Building at the Library.

The first symposium, "Churchill
and Three Presidents," was proud to
present the following speakers:
"Churchill and Roosevelt": Piers Bren-
don, Churchill College, Cambridge;
and Warren Kimball, Rutgers Univer-
sity. "Churchill and Truman": David A.
Reynolds, Christ's College, Cambridge;
and Arnold Offner, Lafayette College.
"Churchill and Eisenhower": Klaus Lar-
res, Queen's University Belfast; and
John Ramsden, Queen Mary and West-
field College, University of London.
James W. Muller of the University of
Alaska, Anchorage and chairman of the
Churchill Centre academic advisers,
was the February symposiarch. The
theme of the June 1st symposium is
Churchill's View of America, the details
of which will be forthcoming.

Teachers' Institutes: The Library is
conducting two teachers' institutes that
provide educators with the opportunity
to learn about and develop strategies to
teach about the life and times of Sir
Winston Churchill and his lifelong
links with the United States.

Film Series: A film tailored to ac-
company "Churchill and the Great Re-
public" will be created from the Li-
brary's film collection, largest in the

AROUND & ABOUT

According to an on-line book locating service, the
two most-sought-after books in 2003 were Sex by

Madonna and The World Crisis by Winston S.
Churchill. We are sure there are clever observations <
to be made aboout this, and cordially invite our readers
to send them in.

The latest Churchillian to surface is Britain's new Leader of the Op-
position Michael Howard: "I am a huge admirer of Winston Churchill. If it
hadn't been for Churchill I wouldn't be alive today." This was his reference to
the fact that, but for fleeing central Europe for Britain, members of his family
would have ended their days in Auschwitz. We'll have to see how often he uses
Churchill quotations in his speeches. —Dorothy Jones, Lancashire

$ 0 0 0 0
Nigeria and Cameroon have reached a Churchillian settlement of

their border dispute, notes Prince Bola Ajibola, head of the Nigerian delega-
tion: "Cameroon has put in 1.25 million dollars and Nigeria 1.25 million dol-
lars....This shows that we mean business." Seeming to quote Churchill, Prince
Ajibola noted that by settling border problems amicably, Cameroon and Nige-
ria have showed that "it's better to jaw, jaw, jaw than to war, war, war."

This was a nice nod to Sir Winston, but the quotation, so often
quoted, is not Churchill's. Sir Martin Gilbert, speaking at our 2000 Alaska
conference on "Churchill and the Soviets" (ChurchillProceedings, 1998-2000,
to be published shortly) notes: "It was during this Washington visit [June
1954] that Churchill said, in trying to persuade Congress that high-level meet-
ing with Russia was a good thing: 'Meeting jaw to jaw is better than war.'
Those were Churchill's actual words. Four years later, during a visit to Aus-
tralia, Harold Macmillan spoke the version usually—and wrongly—attributed
to Churchill: 'Jaw, jaw is better than war, war.'" ¥>

world. The series will include docu-
mentary productions and feature films
in which Churchill and his times are
portrayed. Many of the film showings
will be preceded by an introduction and
brief talk that will provide a general
background and further insight into the
history and significance of the films.

The Library of Congress, estab-
lished 1800, is America's oldest federal
cultural institution and the world's
largest repository of recorded knowl-
edge, with more than 125 million items
in over 450 languages. The Library's
mission is to make its resources avail-
able and useful to the Congress and the
American people, and to sustain and
preserve a universal collection of knowl-
edge and creativity for future genera-
tions. For more information about the
Library of congress visit www.loc.gov.

The Churchill Archives Centre,
Cambridge, was built in 1973 thanks
largely to the generosity of Americans.
It is located at Churchill College, which
is the British National and Common-
wealth memorial to Sir Winston, part
of the ancient and prestigious Univer-
sity of Cambridge. The Centre houses
the papers of Sir Winston Churchill, as
well as an additional 570-plus collec-
tions of private papers relating to the
Churchill Era and beyond. Included are
the papers of Margaret Thatcher, Neil
Kinnock, Field Marshal Lord Slim, Sir
Frank Whittle, Rosalind Franklin, and
some of the most famous names of the
20th century in the fields of politics,
diplomacy, grand strategy and science.
For more information about the
Churchill Archives Centre, visit
www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives/. $
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125 Years Ago:
Spring 1879-Age4

to feel highly respectable"

On 15 April 1878, Lord Randolph
Churchill wrote to his mother and

young Winston's grandmother, the
Duchess of Marlborough, on the occa-
sion of her birthday: "I write to wish
you very many happy returns of your
birthday to-morrow, which is also, as
perhaps you may remember, our wed-
ding-day; and having been married five
years I begin to feel highly re-
spectable....This is now the fifth birth-
day you have spent in Ireland, and I am
sure it must be satisfactory to you to
look back on the years you have spent
there. I do not think you can recollect a
contretemps or a cross; and I am sure, if
I may say so, no one deserves a pleasan-
ter retrospect: and believe me, I sin-
cerely hope next 15 th of April will find
you as happy and untroubled as I hope
you will be to-morrow."

100 Years Ago:
Spring 1904 • Age 29
"We are fighting in

a common cause"

Already ostracized by the Oldham
Conservative Association in Janu-

ary for his support of free trade,
Churhcill suffered further indignity on
March 29th when he rose to speak in
the Commons and Prime Minister Bal-
four conspicuously exited the Chamber,
followed by the front-bench ministers

and most of the back benchers as well.
On April 22nd, Churchill ad-

dressed the House on a trade disputes
bill, arguing that the rights of trade
unions to engage in peaceful strikes
should not be left in an uncertain state.
Unfortunately, Churchill faltered at the
end of his speech, losing the thread of
his argument, and abruptly sat down,
saying "I thank honourable members
for having listened to me." Roy Jenkins
writes of this episode: "This would have
been an appalling confidence-shattering
experience for anyone. It was especially
so for Churchill. [H]e was not a ner-
vous young member endeavouring,
rather beyond his capacity, to do his
duty by his constituents. He was, by his
own choice, a high-wire trapeze artist,
and the sight of his falling off without a
safety net must have been for many an
almost irresistible pleasure."

On May 31st, Churchill formally
left the Unionist Party. As described by
Sir Martin Gilbert: "Churchill entered
the Chamber of the House of Com-
mons, stood for a moment at the Bar,
looked briefly at both the Government
and Opposition benches and strode
swiftly up the aisle. He bowed to the
Speaker and turned sharply to his right
to the Liberal benches. He sat down
next to Lloyd George in a seat that his
father had occupied when in opposi-
tion—indeed the same seat on which
Lord Randolph had stood waving his
handkerchief to cheer the downfall of
Gladstone in 1885."

This was the most important mo-
ment in Churchill's young political ca-
reer and, that same day, he wrote a long

letter to his American friend and politi-
cal mentor Bourke Cockran, tentatively
accepting an invitation to travel to
America for the 1906 Democratic con-
vention: "I shall look forward im-
mensely to having some long talks with
you. You are in some measure responsi-
ble for the mould in which my political
thought has been largely cast, and for
the course which I have adopted on
these great questions of Free Trade. It is
in different spheres we are fighting in a
common cause, and there can be no
doubt that a Democratic victory in
America resulting in the reductions of
the tariffs through the deliberate con-
victions of the American people, would
utterly smash once and for all the Pro-
tectionist movement here."

In his letter, Churchill also took
pains to minimize to his oratorical role
model his lapse in the House the month
before, on which Cockran had expressed
concern: "You need not be worried by
my losing my thread in a speech some
weeks ago. The slip was purely mechani-
cal, and was due to my style of prepara-
tion, which as you know, is very elabo-
rate. I had reached the very last sentence
in my speech, and as the concluding
phrases were not in the nature of argu-
ment but of rhetoric, when my memory
failed me, I could not bring the reason-
ing faculty to bear, and as I had nothing
more to say - having finished my re-
marks - and no clue on my notes for the
concluding sentence, I had no choice
but to sit down. I am actually in very
good health at present - in much better
health in fact than when I was in Amer-
ica four years ago...."

75 Years Ago:
Winter 1928-29-Age 54
"How strange it is that the past

is so little understood"

Churchill's fifth volume of his his-
tory of the Great War, The After-

math, was published in March to great
acclaim. Lord Balfour sent his congrat-
ulations to Churchill, the snub of
twenty-five years earlier having faded in
significance: "Do you remember »
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Churchill and Balfour in the late Twenties.

my visits to the Admiralty at the begin-
ning of the war when you were good
enough to explain all the difficulties and
anxieties of a First Lord in a great Naval
War dealing with wholly novel problems
both of tactics and strategy? That was
little more than fourteen years ago. Into
those fourteen years you have not only
compressed unique experiences in war
by sea and land, in diplomacy, in House
of Commons' work, and in constructive
legislation; but you have contrived to
write a book which, both as an original
authority and as a most admirable liter-
ary performance, will hold a permanent
place in the history of our country. Dur-
ing all those years I have been a friend
and admirer, and, unless my memory
fails me, an occasional opponent." (Bal-
four's view of Volume I in a private re-
mark was more flippant: "Winston's
magnificent autobiography, disguised as
a history of the universe.")

Churchill explained in an April let-
ter to Katherine Asquith, whose hus-
band and brother were killed on the
Western Front, what he hoped to ac-
complish with his books on the war:
"How strange it is that the past is so lit-
tle understood and so quickly forgot-
ten. We live in the most thoughtless of
ages. Every day headlines and short
views. I have tried to drag history up a
little nearer to our own times in case it
should be helpful as a guide in present
difficulties."

Throughout the spring, Churchill
negotiated contracts and advances for a
biography of his ancestor, John, Duke
of Marlborough, and prepared the de-
tails of his fifth and final budget, which
he delivered on April 15th. His once
and future adversary, Neville Chamber-
lain, wrote in his diary that Churchill's
budget speech "was one of the best he

125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

has made and kept the House fasci-
nated and enthralled by its wit, audac-
ity, adroitness and power."

A General Election was scheduled
for May 30th and Churchill cam-
paigned vigorously, some might say
negatively, openly attacking Ramsay
MacDonald's wartime pacifism and
support for the General Strike. He said
on May 27th in Liverpool: "Mr. Mac-
Donald's argument is very much like
the German contention that, if all the
nations opposed to Germany had given
way, there would have been no war. Mr.
MacDonald has always taken the Ger-
man point of view in those matters, and
his record has chiefly consisted in unex-
ampled desertion of his country in
every crisis of her fate."

The next day in Harlow, he re-
turned more explicitly to the same
theme: "Mr. Ramsay MacDonald is
counting the minutes when, as he an-
ticipates, he will be called upon to have
this country in his grip. I think his
record ought not to be overlooked. Is he
a friend of our country? What was his
record in the War and in the general
strike? The two greatest State crises in
my life were the attempts to overturn
this country in 1926 by a great conspir-
acy to paralyse industry and the struggle
of the War, through which we all
passed. What did Mr. Ramsay Mac-
Donald do in each of those two crises?
Took a line that would have left the
country prostrate, first under the heels
of the Germans, and secondly under
the heels of the general strikers....Ought
the disposition of the offices of the
Crown, the settlement of all our affairs,
to be confided to this man who, on
those two occasions, lapsed and slid
into a position absolutely unhelpful, if
not actually hostile, to the vital interests
of the State?"

In the event, the Socialists formed
a new government with MacDonald
back for a second time as Prime Minis-
ter. They had won 288 seats as against
260 for the Conservatives and 59 for
the Liberals. Churchill was re-elected,
but with only a plurality of the vote. He
was out of political office for the third
time in his career and promptly began
lining up newspaper commissions to
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fund a grand, three-month holiday in
North America—unaware that his stay
in the political wilderness would ex-
tend for another ten years.

50 Years Ago:

Spring 1954-Age 79
"The Giant in Decay"

In March, Churchill told Anthony
Eden, his Foreign Secretary and des-

ignated successor, that he had decided
to resign in May or the end of summer
at latest. He told Lord Moran the same
thing but then spent the rest of the
spring backing away from that deci-
sion. The New York Times commented
on March 31st about Churchill's per-
formance in the Commons: "For the
first time since Parliament reconvened
last autumn, Sir Winston appeared un-
sure of himself." The Daily Mirror, in
its leader, "Twilight of a Giant" the fol-
lowing day, was less kind: "Old and
tired, he mouthed comfortless words in
the twilight of his career. His battles are
past. This is the Giant in decay."

Churchill knew he wasn't the man
he had once been, but Martin Gilbert
explains: "Frail though he was,
Churchill was at that very moment
preparing a speech on the hydrogen
bomb, which he made in the Com-
mons on April 5. Nothing could be
more disastrous to the survival of West-
ern Europe and the safety of Britain, he
warned, 'than a great dispute between
Britain and the United States.' He also
spoke, as he had done almost a year
earlier, on May 11, of the possibility of
a summit meeting; one which would
now have a different 'topic' as a result
of Eisenhower's United Nations speech
proposing a new consultative and co-
operative machinery for the industrial
atomic sphere."

But the speech did not go as well
as Churchill had hoped because he did
not or could not respond to the attacks
of the Socialists in his customary fash-
ion. The Times noted that the Opposi-
tion "for once did not stimulate him to
combat. It seemed to rob his voice of

continued opposite...



50 YEARS AGO...
resonance and left him ploughing
doggedly through this section of his
speech."

During this same period, Churchill
acknowledged his old mentor, Bourke
Cockran, in accepting in absentia on
April 7th a Doctorate of Laws from the
State University of New York. Recalling
their first meeting, he said: "I was only
a young cavalry subaltern but he
poured out all his wealth of mind and
eloquence to me. Some of his sentences
are deeply rooted in my mind. 'The
earth,' he said, 'is a generous mother.
She will produce in plentiful abundance
food for all her children if they will but
cultivate her soil in justice and in
peace.'...There was another thing
Bourke Cockran used to say to me. I
cannot remember his actual words but
they amounted to this: 'In a society
where there is democratic tolerance and
freedom under the law, many kinds of
evils will crop up, but give them a little
time and they usually breed their own
cure.' I do not see any reason to doubt
the truth of that...[and] I remain, as I
have said, a strong supporter of the
principles which Mr. Bourke Cockran
inculcated into me on my youthful visit
before most of you were born."

RIDDLES,

MYSTERIES,

ENIGMAS
Send your questions
to the editor

Q What is a "Squeezer pen," to
, which Mr. Churchill refers in his

17 February 1908 speech to the Author's
Club? —Dr. Mark Kimble
(clearwrt@maine.rr.com)

A^ From the speech: "To sit at one's
• table on a sunny morning, with

four clear hours of uninterruptible se-
curity, plenty of nice white paper, and
a Squeezer pen [laughter]—that is true
happiness." Our informants agree that

a "Squeezer pen" was a fountain pen of
the bladder type, which had just been
invented around this time.

Q JJn your excellent website, the
• page on Churchill's funeral states

Wat it was the first state funeral accorded
a commoner since the Duke of Welling-
ton. The Duke ofWellington was not a
commoner, was he?

A^The Duke ofWellington was in-
• deed a commoner. The word

commoner in this context means non-
royal. Members of the peerage are not
automatically royals, though some are
for other reasons e.g. marriage. But
we're going to correct this reference—
there have been more State funerals for
commoners than is generally realized,
and Churchill's was the last since Earl
Roberts, viz.

1778: William Pitt (the Elder), the
Earl of Chatham

1806: Vice Admiral the Viscount
Nelson [died 1805]

1806: William Pitt (the Younger)
1852: Field Marshal the Duke of

Wellington
1898: William Ewart Gladstone
1914: Field Marshal the Earl

Roberts
1965: Sir Winston Churchill

—PHC

Q JToICS, UK) My father in-law
• has acquired a copy ofThe Sec-

ond World War, vol. 2, Their Finest
Hour, published by Cassell in 1949,
with a leather binding, signed "W.S. C. "
Can you tell me more about this book
and how much it is worth? It is in very
good condition and he is very fond of it.

A % We'd have to see the book to de-
• termine authenticity, since there

are many forgeries about. But when he
initialed a book "W.S.C.," it was usu-
ally a subsequent volume in a multi-
volume set in which he had already
signed the first volume. It is likely that
this volume was once part of a set in
which vol. 1, The Gathering Storm, was
inscribed "Winston S. Churchill," with
subsequent volumes initialed as they
came out, especially since it has a
leather binding, which is not of course

original. It is unlikely that a single vol-
ume would be rebound in leather,
which suggests that it came from a set.
Some unscrupulous booksellers get a
multi-volume work in which some or
all of the subsequent volumes are ini-
tialed and break them up, trying to
make more by selling the inscribed vol-
umes piecemeal. Of course not all sets
were initialed all the way through—in
fact, such sets are rare.

Initialed copies are not nearly so
valuable as full inscribed ones, and
leather bindings are more collectible in
Britain than they are in North Amer-
ica. A leather binding is especially
detrimental in this case because it will
be hard to match up to make a set. As-
suming it is genuine, it might be worth
up to £500 depending on condition.

J am working on a paper that
^ compares Winston Churchill to

King Arthur. I am sure you can appreci-
ate the attraction to this idea as the leg-
endary king supposedly saved England.
The paper will compare values—chivalry
mainly. Did Churchill's library contain
books by the Medievalist writers, like Sir
Walter Scott?

—Philip Visnansky
(pbv2@dana.ucc.nau.edu)

A t By terms of Churchill's will, his
• children were permitted to re-

move books from the Chartwell library
after his death, so its exact contents in
his lifetime are hard to determine. But
find a copy of Savrola, Churchill's
novel, and read what he says about
Savrola's library. It is widely held that
the hero was Churchill's vision of him-
self. He read and owned all those
books. See also his autobiography My
Early Life for the books he read while
stationed in India as a young man.

We've been told that he owned
and cherished a multi-volume set of
European history by Klop and a his-
tory of the Crimean War by Kinglake.
He remarked on one occasion that he
structured his own prose by studying
Kinglake, along with Macaulay and
Gibbon.

Finally, use our website search en-
gine to look for words like "library,"
and other appropriate key words. ¥>
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TWENTIETH INTERNATIONAL CHURCHILL CONFERENCE

BERMUDAS PAST
Cmircnill, Bermuda, and trie Search ror Peace
SIR MARTIN GILBERT CBE
KEYNOTE SPEECH TO THE 2003 BERMUDA CONFERENCE

Your Excellency, Lady Soames, Ladies and gentle-
men: I am distressed not to be able to be in
Bermuda at this important moment. The military

historian Max Arthur has offered to read out my remarks,
for which I am most grateful.

Winston Churchill was twice in Bermuda, for the
first time in 1942, while he was Britain's war leader at the
head of an all-Party coalition government; and for the sec-
ond time, as Britain's peacetime Prime Minister, at the
head of Britain's first post-war Conservative administra-
tion. During Churchill's first visit, which took place in
time of war, his focus was on the peacetime years that
would eventually follow the great sacrifices by the British
and other Allied forces, predominantly those of the
United States and the Soviet Union.

During his second visit, which took place in time
of peace but at the height of the Cold War, his urgent
quest was a means to avert a future war between Britain
and the United States on the one side, and the Soviet
Union on the other, a war that would be fought with nu-
clear weapons.

During his visit here in January 1942, amid the
dangers and uncertainties of war, Churchill set out his vi-
sion of the future of democracy in time of peace. His
words were far sighted then, and are as relevant today, as
they were almost sixty-one years ago. This is what
Churchill said:

... these ideas of parliamentary government, of rep-
resentation of the people upon franchise, which ex-
tend as time goes on, and in which in our country
have reached the complete limits of universal suf-
frage; these institutions and principles constitute at
the moment one of the great causes which are being
fought out in the world. With all their strength,
with all their faults, with all their virtues, and with
all the criticism that may be made against them with
their many shortcomings, with lack of foresight,
lack of continuity of purpose or pressure only of su-
perficial purpose they—these ideas of parliamentary
government—nevertheless ASSERT the right of the
common people, the broad mass of the people, to
take a conscious and effective share in the govern-
ment of the country.

These were wise words by Churchill, embodying
profound sentiments. Even while, in wartime, many liber-

ties were having to be curtailed in
the desperate need to survive and
t0 m o v e forward to victory,
Churchill never forgot, and always
ASSERTED the primacy of democ-
racy. He also understood about
suffering. He had seen action in

five wars, including as a battalion commander in the
trenches of the Western Front in 1916.

He was once asked why the twentieth century
was called "the century of the Common Man." He
replied: "It is called the century of the Common Man be-
cause in it the Common Man has suffered most."

Here in Bermuda in 1953, fifty years ago,
Churchill sought some means to escape the impasse and
dangers of the Cold War, of the division between East and
West, the Free World and the Communist World, by
barbed wire and harsh rhetoric and massive armaments to
avoid a nuclear confrontation in which once more the
Common Man would be the principal sufferer.

His vision then was to bring together the leaders
of Britain, the United States and the Soviet Union in a
"Summit." Three years earlier Churchill had coined that
word "Summit" for what we now know so well as meet-
ings of world leaders to try to resolve their differences.

He wanted the Bermuda Conference to be fol-
lowed by a Summit between himself, President Eisen-
hower, and the new leader of the Soviet Union—follow-
ing the death of the dreaded Marshal Stalin. Churchill
hoped that Stalin's successors would see the need for a re-
duction of global tension. He was so determined to work
out a way forward from the current international tensions
that he had gone to Bermuda after recovering from a se-
vere heart attack. He wanted to make one last effort while
Prime Minister to secure a better future for mankind.

I would like to end these few remarks with
Churchill's first words at the first Plenary Session of the
conference here in Bermuda. In answer to French and
American doubts that the Soviet Union was any less total-
itarian under Stalin's successors, Churchill told those at
the conference that he would not be

in too much of a hurry to believe that nothing but
evil emanates from this mighty branch of the human
family, or that nothing but danger and peril could
come out of this vast ocean of land in a single circle
[the new rulers] so little known and understood.

Despite enormous efforts on his part, Churchill's
mission at Bermuda failed. But his vision became reality in
the years ahead. Churchill's confidence in the ultimate
goodwill of mankind had often been put under intense
strain. But, like his faith in democracy, it remains a beacon
of light for all to follow in this twenty-first century. M>
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1942- 1953- 2003

BACK TO BERMUDA
Churchill, Summitry and the Great Republic
DANIEL N. MYERS • PHOTOGRAPHS BY VIRGINIA IVES

Over 200 Churchillians took Bermuda by storm in
November to attend the International Churchill
Conference at the Fairmont Hamilton Princess

Hotel. It was hard to miss our presence: The Royal
Gazette, the daily newspaper in Hamilton, and the weekly
Mid-Ocean News ran front page and feature articles every
day we were there.

The conference began on Wednesday, November
5th, with the usual flurry of set-up, registrations, and or-
ganizing of rooms, people and papers in preparation for

the three-day event. Co-chairs David Boler and Randy
Barber had spent considerable time and effort in paving
the way with local contacts in Bermuda, resulting in a
substantial underwriting of conference costs by four very
generous local organizations: XL Capital Ltd. and XL
Foundation Ltd., with additional support from Axis Cap-
ital Holdings Ltd. and Jardine Lloyd Thompson Group.
Their financial support helped The Churchill Centre add
more elaborate programs and more educational offerings
for our members and guests.

The conference proper began on Thursday morn-
ing, November 6th, with a book discussion led by Profes-
sor Jim Muller of the University of Alaska, Anchorage and
chairman of the Centre's Board of Academic Advisers.
Prof. Muller assembled an excellent panel to discuss Vol-
ume III of Churchill's memoirs of the Second World War,
The Grand Alliance. In the afternoon, David Boler intro-
duced Carole Kenwright, property manager at Chartwell,
who led us through "Our Vision for the Gardens of
Chartwell," illustrating with beautiful pictures the plans
of the National Trust for the future development of the

grounds of Winston Churchill's beloved home.
Next, Allen Packwood, Director of the Churchill

Archives Centre, Churchill College, Cambridge, wove a
tale of Churchill's encounters with Bermuda dating back
to the early Twenties, when WSC was Colonial Secretary.
These were gleaned from thousands of documents in the
Archives' possession. Mr. Packwood also brought copies of
many documents and photographs, which were on dis-
play throughout the conference and subsequently donated
to Bermuda schools.

Churchill visited Bermuda twice. In January

Far left: Our Patron
and chief guest of honor,
Dame Mary, The Lady
Soames, fully deployed
at all occasions as usual,
helped make this confer-
ence special. Left:
Magnificent views in
every direction were
afforded from conference
headquarters, the
Fairmont Hamilton
Princess Hotel.

1942 he made a brief, unannounced stop when returning
from North America after consulting with President Roo-
sevelt and addressing the U.S. Congress and the Canadian
Parliament. His second visit was the better-known
Bermuda Summit of fifty years ago when Churchill, in
his second premiership, met with President Eisenhower
and French Premier Laniel in an effort to recreate his suc-
cessful summit diplomacy of World War II.

Other than a frequently published photo show-
ing Churchill's silhouette as he sits behind the controls of
the "Berwick" Boeing B314 Clipper flying boat from
Norfolk, Virginia, heading back to England, few photos
were thought to exist of Churchill's 1942 visit. After some
research and local digging, David Boler was able to locate
several photos of Churchill with the Bermuda Governor,
Viscount Knollys, and members of his family. A photo of
Churchill addressing the Bermuda Assembly and Legisla-
tive Council was also uncovered.

All of these magnificent photos, some from the
Imperial War Museum and others from the personal
album of the current Viscount Knollys, together with
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copies of documents from the Churchill Archives Centre
relating to the 1953 Summit, were compiled into a special
keepsake book produced for the conference, entitled
Churchill and Bermuda. With a narrative by David Boler
and Max Arthur and an introduction by Sir Martin
Gilbert, this volume, presented to each attendee, will
surely become a collector's item. (NB: Extra copies are
available from The Churchill Centre in Washington, DC,
for $10 postpaid.)

On Friday, conference participants were joined
by over fifty high school students from five Bermuda
schools as the academic seminars commenced. Warren
Kimball, Rutgers University; and David Reynolds, Cam-
bridge University, discussed "Wartime Summits." The sec-
ond panel, on "Postwar Summits," featured John Rams-
den of Queen Mary College, University of London; and
William Roger Louis from the University of Texas, Austin.
A better galaxy of distinguished academics could not have
been found.

On Friday afternoon, everyone loaded into taxis
for a trip to Government House. Here at his home His
Excellency Sir John Vereker officially welcomed us with
tea under the shade of the Juniperus bermudiana
(Bermuda cedar) that Churchill planted in 1942.

Although Government House lost over 700 trees
when struck by Hurricane Fabian only two months be-
fore, the Churchill tree was, as Sir John noted, "bloodied
but unbowed." Our Patron, Lady Soames, planted a new
cedar on the grounds of Government House, using the
same spade her father had used sixty-one years before. In
return, Sir John presented Lady Soames with a branch
from the original tree bearing a special commemorative
plaque that he had had created. Lady Soames accepted it
on behalf of The Churchill Centre.

A gala black tie dinner was held Friday night at
which over 300, including special guests from Bermuda
led by the Governor, members of the government, and se-
nior executives from XL Capital Ltd., XL Foundation,
Axis Capital Holdings, and Jardine Lloyd Thompson,
were treated to the same menu enjoyed by the three world
leaders fifty years before: Le Cocktail de Crevettes, La
Vichyssoise en Tasse, Le Poisson Bermuda Bonne Femme,
Le Tourendo Grille Maitre d'Hotel, Les Pommes de Terre
Sautee, Les Petits Pois a la Francaise, La Salade de Saison,
Creme Glace Tutti-Frutti, Le Cafe Royale. Of course,
there was an ample supply of Pol Roger Champagne for
the loyal toasts.

The evening was capped by a keynote speech
given by the Right Hon. The Lord Heseltine CH, former
Secretary of State for Defence and a leading figure in
many posts in the governments of Margaret Thatcher and
John Major. Lord Heseltine's remarks were delivered in
Churchillian fashion: he said what he thought, challeng-
ing conventional beliefs and provoking critical discussion
on the current policies of the U.S. and Great Britain in

> H E CHUiCHILL CENTRE
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Above: David Reynolds of Cambridge University, in his first appearance
as an academic panelist at Bermuda, will surely be welcomed back in
future. From his upcoming work on Churchill's memoirs of the Second
World War, he shed important new perspectives on summitry and the
"special relationship." His book is avidly awaited by all Churchillians.

Above: His Excellency Alexander Scott JP MP, Premier of Bermuda;
Summit Dinner speaker Lord Heseltine; and Lady Soames at the plant-
ing of a new Bermuda cedar near the one her father planted in 1942.
Below: The old cedar and the young Governors: Nigel Knocker, Craig
Horn, Jim Lane, David Boler, John Plumpton, Chuck Platt; executive
director Dan Myers; and Governors Judy Kambestad and Randy Barber;
and their spokesman, TCC President Bill Ives, caught in mid-oration.
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