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Liberty Award: From Spain & France

(To Laurence Geller) It's been a long
time since we last had the opportunity to
talk, but from the invitation of the
Churchill Centre | see that you keep taking
part in wonderful initiatives. Unfortunately
| won't be able to join you in this occasion
but I'd like to make a contribution of
$10,000. | hope you have an enjoyable
evening with General Franks and that the
spirit of the Churchillians keeps growing
and spreading to combat the terrible winds

| that blow from many directions.

JORDIN ROBINAT, BARCELONA, SPAIN

| am delighted to hear that the dinner
for General Franks enabled you to raise
quite a few dollars for The Churchill Cen-
tre's educational programmes. Thank you
again for associating the bubbly spirit of
France with such an event. You might like
to hear that Pol Roger Champagne shall be
poured a Blenheim for the upcoming
300th Anniversary of the Battle. Last, but
certainly not least, Maison Pol Roger has
been awarded a Roya Warrant as Cham-
pagne supplier to HM Queen Elizabeth 11
as per attached announcement. Hope this
message finds you in effervescent state.
CHRISTIAN POL-ROGER, EPERNAY, FRANCE

"Churchill and the Great Republic”
| would like to express my profound
gratitude for everything the Centre did to
help our exhibit, "Churchill and the Great
Republic"—not just the book and the sym-
posia, but over the years, in promoting the
acquisition and dissemination of knowledge
about a remarkable man and the crucia
times through which he lived. You certainly
made my job much eader.
—DAUN VAN EE, HISTORICAL SPECIALIST,
MANUSCRIPT DIY, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, WASHINGTON

(To Daun Van E€) What a pleasure it
was to visit the exhibit and to hear your in-
sightful commentary. | am deeply moved by
Churchill's lasting legacy. | headed the
Churchill Society's North Texas Chapter
and hosted the 1987 international confer-
ence in Dallas. | require my senior staff to
read Churchill on Leadership by Steven F.

. Hayward. The tour was long awaited and

much appreciated.
—DAVID SAMPSON
ASST. SECRETARY OF COMMERCE, WASHINGTON

DESPATCH BOX

Churchillian Aspects

| had to write to say that the three es-
sys in Finest Hour 122, by Arnn, Lang-
worth and Freeman, are the most thought-
ful and insightful pieces on current events
in any context that | have read in a long
time. They should be reprinted in maga

i zines of general circulation so that more

would have the benefit of these thoughts at
this time of national debate. Thank you for

- pulling these essays together and for giving

Centre members the opportunity to weigh
these thoughts against their own views.
—DAN MYERS, DOWNERS GROVE, ILLINOIS

Whilst | mainly agree with David Free-
man's "Churchill the Peacemaker," he says
"it was not until the Boers insisted upon
full autonomy &fter the Second World War
that the wretched policy of Apartheid was
implemented.” South Africa achieved com-
plete independence from the UK in De-
cember 1931 with the passage of the Statute
of Westminster. It was the coming to power
in South Africa of the Nationalist Party in
1948 that brought about Apartheid. South
Africa had been independent since 1931.

—DAVID BULL, CANBERRA, A.C.T.

Professor Freeman Replies:

The Statute of Westminster meant, for
example, that the Dominions had self-de-
termination in the matter of joining forces
with Britain in World War I, having had
no such choice in WWI. Full indepen-
dence, however, can aso be judged on the
basis of whom a country recognizes as its
head of state. This leads into an ambiguous
area of "degrees' of separation. Formaly,
South Africa did not declare itself a republic
until 1960, nearly thirty years &fter the
Statute of Westminster. | concur that it was
the coming to power of the National Party
in 1948 which led to Apartheid. However,
while the South African government may
have been free to do what it liked after
1931, its leadership remained very much in
tune with Britain during the 1939-45 war.
The rejection of Smuts, followed immedi-
ately by the adoption of Apartheid, can in-
deed be seen as an act of independence
from Britain. Surely an Australian can ap-
preciate that at least some of his country-
men fed that Australia will never be truly
independent until it is a republic?

continued on page 6
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of Congress exhibit, "Churchill and die

Great Republic,” was a ggnificant event
launching what may be our greatest year of ac-
complishment ever. Amid the glamour and ex-
citement of the President's unprecedented ap-
pearance a the Library, where CC people consti-
tuted twenty percent of his audience (page 29),
and elegant dinners at the Library, British Em-
bassy and Mayflower Hotel, something ese oc-
curred which for me at least was of more lasting
vaue: The Churchill Centre held the first "open"
Above: February 4th Executive Committee open meeting received a ship's meeting of its Executive Committee (its four offi-

@ The Centre Pregdent) |etter (he February 5th opening of the Library

pennant from the USS Winston S Churchill. L-R: Jim Muller, Nigdl cars and chairman of Trustees) on February 4th.
Knocker, Bill Ives, Marcus Frogt, Celia Sandys, Macolm Page, Dan Myers,

Ensign Isenhower, Richard Langworth, Chuck Platt, Christopher Hebb, | have dways strongly advocated open
Douglas Russll, Paul Courtenay, Craig Horn, Susan Larson, Phil Larson. (some would say transparent) collective deci-

Below: On May 28th | presented our first and perhaps only "circuit rider” . . N .
award to our academic chairman Jim Muller for addressing numerous CC sion maki ng for organizations like ours. The

local meetings during an epic tour with his wife Judith and daughter Helen,  many of you who strongly support our work
vigting al contiguous forty-eight states from their home state of Alaska with ti me, donations or both must have full
confidence that the Centre's Governors are ful-
filling their stewardship responsibilities. That
confidence can be increased greatly if the Cen-
tre's members know that key decisions are col-
lective ones, reached by a process providing
ready access to the Centre's leadership.

The February 4th meeting was afine ex-
ample of open collective decision making. In
attendance besides the five committee members
and our executive director were four other
Governors, the leadership of one of our most
active dffiliates (Chicago), two CC Associates (other than our board members), and one of our Trustees,
Cedlia Sandys. (Lady Soames and Winston Churchill were invited but unable to attend.) Many spouses
were dso on hand. The opinions of al were sought on avariety of matters, and were fredy given. These
important contributions by non-members of the Executive Committee were thoughtful, valuable, ger-
mane to our issues and, frankly, most refreshing.

The aftermath was equally positive. One veteran of many CC meetings said to me afterwards. "Best
meeting I've attended in years." | received severd phone cdls and a most interesting letter from those
who came, dl of whom appreciated the opportunity to have been there and to have participated.

Along the same lines, monthly Executive Committee conference cdls are held with an open invita-
tion to the other Governors to join in, and severd have done so each month. New Governors are specifi-
cdly invited to participate in cals early in their terms, to acquaint them with the Centre's programs and
challenges. Executive Committee minutes are made available to the other Governors as soon as they have
been approved. Governors have continually solicited the views of non-Gover-
nor members, and these members are being asked to participate and some-

times to lead Centre activities and programs. More and more Centre-rel ated @ ﬂj W

material is appearing in Finest Hour, the Chartwell Bulletins, and our website.
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Yugodav Claridge's
The romantic story (Around &
About, Finest Hour 121) on Churchill
declaring Suite 212 of Claridge's Hotel
to be Yugodav territory is largely true.
More doubtful is Claridge's own story
that a spade of Yugodav earth was
placed under the bed of pregnant
Princess Alexandra of Greece, assuring
that the heir to the Yugodav throne
would be born on (over?) home soil.
We must adso question the form
Churchill's  declaration took and
whether it would have had any legd -
fect. Whatever the legd redlities, the
story certainly captured the public
imagination. In July 1995, Crown
Prince Alexander returned to Claridge's
to celebrate his 50th birthday and in
2001, again in Suite 212, Crown Prince
Alexander had his citizenship formally
restored by the Yugodav government. |
Incidentally, when Princess Juliana
of the Netherlands gave birth to
Princess Margriet in the Ottawa Civic
Hospital in 1943, the Canadian Gov-
ernment declared the ward to be Dutch
territory. The Dutch flag flew from the
Parliament Buildings (the first and only
time a foreign flag has ever flown there)
and the clock tower's carillon played the
Dutch anthem. Every year thousands of
tulip bulbs are sent to Ottawa from
Holland in thanks for the shelter &-
forded the Dutch roya family. i
—RAFAL HEYDEL-MANKOO, LONDON

| have dways understood it was
King George VI, not Winston
Churchill, who declared the site at
Claridge's Hotel to be part of Yugodavia
when Crown Prince Alexander was
born there.

| do not think Prime Minister
Churchill had the power to do this.
There were family ties between the
British and Yugodav roya families; the
King, then Duke of York, had been best
man to Prince Paul, King Peter's first
cousin, at his wedding in Belgrade in
1923. He was dso godfather to King |
Peter and his best man too.

—SHEILA MILLINGTON, WEYBRI1DGE, SURREY ‘

DESPATCH BOX

CONTINUED FROM PAGEA... !

Either the King suggested it to
Churchill who, as head of government,
agreed; or WSCput it to the King for for- :
mal approval. Whatever the origin, both
would have had a finger inthe pie.

—PHC

Bourke Cockran

The picture of Cockran in "Action
This Day" {FH 121) should be credited
to New York Public Library Cockran
Collection. It might be of interest that
Churchill wrote to Cockran from Cuba
on 2 November 1895, in a letter which
has never been published:

"We had a very comfortable jour-
ney which was entirely due to your
kindness in getting us a state room.
The food al along was execrable but
the passage was good and the weather
perfect.

"Early this morning a violent rain
storm woke me up and | went on deck
as soon as it cleared up. There, on our
port under towering and stormy clouds
lay the shores of Cuba. We got into the
harbour without incident and live in a
convenient hotel—we remain," etc.

—CURT ZOLLER, AMORA, CALIF.

The Painter Painted

| have just received Finest Hour
121 with your wonderful review of our
book, Sr Winston Churchill's Life
Through His Paintings. Many thanks. |
am so glad that you liked it. What a re-
markable man he was. | am happy that
| was able to do this for his memory.
We are going to present Churchill Col-
. lege with a CD of dl the paintings,
which | think is very important as they
will then have them on record forever.

—MINNIE S. CHURCHILL, LYME REGIS, DORSET

Little did we know when
selecting this 1930s photo
of RMS Aquitania in New
York Harbor for FH 111
that the famous USS Au-
gusta, which carried Presi-
dent Roosevelt to the fate-
ful Atlantic Charter meet-
ing with Churchill in Au-
gust 1941, was possibly one
of the ships in the back-
ground (see below).

Aquitania and Augusta?

Being a ship buff as wel as a
Churchillian | congratulate you on
Finest Hour 121. The front cover was
very relevant with the new Cunarder
Queen Mary 2 on her maiden voyage,
and visiting Fort Lauderdale, Florida, at
the time of publication.

The photo of RMS Aquitania on
page 24 was taken more toward the
middle of her career, probably in the
1930s. It contains one and perhaps two
links with Churchill in the shape of the
two U.S. warships in the background.

Just behind the liner is a
Northampton class cruiser, quite possi-
bly the Augusta, which carried Roo-
sevelt to the Placentia Bay meeting with
Churchill in 1941, and to their Malta
meeting just before Ydta She spent
most of her career in the Atlantic Fleet
after being, in the 1930s, the flagship of
the Asiatic Fleet. Augusta was one of
only four American cruisers not sent to
the Pecific theater in 1942.

The smaller vessd is one of the
Flush Deck class of destroyers, of which
272 were built for the U.S. Navy; fifty
were transferred to the Roya Navy in
the "destroyers for bases' deal.

—JOHN CROOKSHANK, ICS (UK)

George Lewis

You have some memory! Whenever
did | pass that comment about George
Lewis ("the type of person who built
this country,” FH 121:13)? It has to
have been eight or nine years ago. Well,
not only did you say very nice things
about George (and al just the bare
facts), but you were adso very compli-
mentary to me. So thank you.

—CYRIL MAZANSKY MD, BOSTON  $
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ATELINES

QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

"The difficulty is not winning the war; it is in persuading people to let you win it—persuading fools"

—WSC TO HIS SECRETARY, MARIAN HOLMES, 7 OCTOBER 1943

OTTAWA, JANUARY
|ST—Longtime

Sl Churchillian Refd
il Heydel-Mankoo,

# on the Committee
§ ofICS, UK (right),
joined the Hon.
Peter Milliken MP,
Speaker of the Canadian House of
Commons, in the very spot Churchill
occupied when Yousuf Karsh snapped
his famous series of photos (the most
famous is shown) following
Churchill's "Some Chicken, Some
Neck!" speech to Canadds Parliament
in December 1941.

LivadiaPaace Churchill Room
YALTA, APRIL 15TH— Roxanne Hale of
Upper &. Clair, Pennsylvania, is the
latest donor of books by Churchill to
the Churchill Room at Livadia
Pdace (right) which is dwarfed by
the Roosevelt Room but has a better
library—thanks to members of The
Churchill Centre. Other donors

of books were Laurence Gdller,
Richard Langworth, Bill Ives, Craig
Horn, Lady Soames, Winston
Churchill, the Countess of Avon and
Churchillbooks.com.

Roxanne, determined to furnish
the Livadia with a copy of the scarce
postwar speech book Stemming the
Tide, dug dl over England and
America for afirg edition, findly
tracking down a copy in London.
We are most grateful for her contri-
bution.

YALTA, FEBRUARY 13TH— The Churchill
Room opened today in the Ukraine's
magnificent Livadia Pdace, setting
for the 1945 Ydta conference which

TheVeyPace

led to the defeet of Nazi Germany
and Imperia Japan—and certain
other Soviet undertakings which
were never undertaken. It was the
59th anniversary of the conference
between Churchill, President
Franklin Roosevet and Josef Stalin.
UK Foreign Office minister Bill
Rammell said: "The cresation of a
room within the Pdace in honour of
Sir Winston Churchill is a fitting
tribute to the significant role he
played at the Ydta conference. It will
complement the Pdaces existing
room dedicated to President
Roosevdt. It is thanks to Lady

Vhe Churchill Room at the
livadia Palace is a state of
:he art facility combining
veurityfor books and arti-
JAicts with ready accessibil-
‘iy for scholars. The
(*hurchill Centre is indeed
. proud to have assisted in
this visionary project.

: 1 ol
3 5
. : ol
ur F

Soames, whose vision thisfirst was,
and to the Ukrainian authorities,
that this important monument to
wartime cooperation will be more
widely understood.”

Lady Soames said: "I am delight-
ed to hear that the Churchill Room
will be opened. | am extremely
pleased that the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office and the
British Embassy in Kiev have been
able to redise this project together
with the Livadia Palace."
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Tawan's Top Churchillian

TAIFE, MARCH 2\D— Hot on the heds of °

British opposition leader Michael
Howard declaring his Churchill cre-
dentials (FH 122:12) comes
Republic of China opposition leader
Lien Chan, who ran for President of
Tawan with ad footage of a warship
headed through choppy sees and
images of Roosevet and Churchill.
Dressed in a swedter, reading in a
book-filled study, 67-year-old Lien
sought to picture himself as the
helmsman who will lead Taiwan to a
new, calmer relationship with the
giant neighboring Peoples Republic.
His Nationalist (Kuomintang) Party
has long supported China's sacred
god of uniting the sdes divided
when Communists took over the
mainland in 1949. It means alot to
Peking that Lien has never leaned
toward independence for Taiwan,
unlike President Chen, who has yet
to commit himsdf to unification.
On March 20th Lien logt, but has
since filed severd lawsuits seeking to
nullify the results.

Please: It's "Clemen-teen”!

There are certain points we try
to make repeatedly because they are
so often forgotten. A note from a
member, asking about the correct
pronunciation of Lady Churchill's
first name, prompts us to quote her
daughter and our Patron:

"Itis Clementeen, not
‘Clementyne.’ You cannot put this
down to locd custom or the song
'My Darling Clementine.' It is pro-
nounced Clementeen for historical
reasons which must be respected: my
mother came from an old Scottish
Jacobite family and Maria

Clementina Sobieska
(1702-35) was a Polish
princess, the wife of
(titular) King James
1 VIl of Scotland and
. [l of England—'the
old Pretender. She was the mother
of Prince Charles Edward Stuart—
'‘Bonnie Prince Charlie,' the 'young
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Pretender.' And Clementina, or
Clementine, has since then been a
favorite name in Jacobite families.
The Ogilvys, my mother's maternal
family, were disgraced and lost their

" lands and titles through their fidelity
" to the Stuart cause. So please try and
: encourage others to get it right."

-1 oy |

*
«-

Randy Barber, Mayor Miller, Dan Tisch.

. Ontario
" TORONTO, UNE dr— The Sixtieth

Anniversary of D-Day saw a mgjor
commemoration event in Toronto
City Hall Square, including a rededi-
cation of the Churchill Statue by

i Oscar Nemon, which had been

unveiled in 1977 by Winston

i Churchill ME As the surroundings
I had become run down, ICS Canada

and the Toronto-based Churchill
Society for the Advancement of
Parliamentary Democracy (CSAPD)
commenced a fund raising drive to
improve the site. The god was
C$25,000 and C$28,000 was raised
from members of the two societies,
with donors from sx Canadian
provinces. Trees and park benches
were installed as well as plaques
detailing Churchill's life and achieve-
ments in words and photographs.

- The plagues are temporary, as the

City has to be satidfied that there are
no copyright problems with the pho-
tographs; however it was most grati-
fying to see the reaction and interest
they aroused from the genera public.

The rededication commenced
with awelcome from Dan Tisch,
chairman of CSAPD, who spoke of
his persond attachment, since his
Father was a holocaust survivor.
Toronto Mayor David Miller, who
was born in England and came to
Canada as a smdl boy, recounted his
mother living in Dagenham, north-

| esst London, during the war and
experiencing the Blitz. He talked of
Churchill's full life as a soldier, jour-
nalist, author, politician, painter,
bricklayer and inspiring orator: a
true Renaissance man. Randy Barber,
President of ICS Canada, thanked
the Mayor and pointed out the perti-
nence of the anniversary of D-Day
since, without Churchill, D-Day
would not likely have occurred. The
event ended with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony and prolonged applause
from the crowd. —TERRY RARDON

Prince of Wales Bdll Preserved
MERSEY SIDE, UK, MAY 2008— Theship'sbell
from HM S Prince of Wales, aboard
which Churchill and Roosevet held
Sunday services during their Atlantic
Charter meeting of August 1941,
was presented to the Trustees of
National Museums Liverpool by
Firg Sea Lord and Chief of Nava
Saf Admira Sr Alan West KCB
DSC ADC. It was accepted by chair-
man of trustees David McDonnell.

The bell was discovered to be
intact and accessble by diver Gavin
Heyward in June 2002. Heyward
reported the fact to the Ministry of
Defence, and assiged the Royd Navy
in its recovery two months later.

Rumors had circulated that div-
ing teams from Madaysa and Kuda
Lumpur might vist the protected
gravesite of Prince of Wal esto recover
the bdl for an unnamed Japanese
businessman, who wanted it for his
Tokyo boardroom. Heyward was
congratulated for his successul rece
againg this possbility by the Prince
of Wal es survivors association.

HMSPrinceof WalesandHM S
Repul se were sunk by Japanese air-
craft off Singapore shortly after
Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor and
the British and Dutch possessions in
the Eagt Indiesin 1941. In his mem-
oirs Winston Churchill, who didn't
expect the disagter, described their
loss as one of his most profound
shocks during World War 11.

—VicHUMPHRIES, CHURCHILL CENTRE AUSTRALIA
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Here Stands "Rota"
ST. AUGUSTINE, ALA, MARCH 3RD—T he

Lightner Museum a 75 King Stret,
in the former Alcazar Hotel, houses
the accumulated tressures of the late
Otto Lightner, the Chicago-based
publisher of Hobbies magazine,
whose own hobby was collecting
other peopl€e's collections. Among
20,000 items from hatpins to Tiffany
glass and cigar bands is the stuffed
lioness, "Rota," from the Zoologicd
Society of London. George Thomson
of Pinner, Middlesex gave Rota to
Churchill in 1941. WSC housed
Rota at the Zoo on regular wartime
rations. She birthed two cubs,
"Monty" and "lke."

Gilbert on War Leadership
EDINBURGH, MAY 12TH—SirMartin
Gilbert, officid biographer of Sr
Winston Churchill, presented a lec-
ture entitled "Churchill's War
Leadership: New Perspectives' at the
Royd Museum of Scotland in
Edinburgh. The lecture was part of
the University of Edinburgh's Centre
for Second World War Studies
Kintore Lecture Series on World War
I1. Dr Paul Addison spoke the thanks
and Professor David Safford was
a0 a host a the proceedings.

Sr Martin's lecture was, | pre- |
sume, based on his ongoing research
of Churchill's World War |1 papers.
The most interesting information for
me was the fact that Churchill made
the tough decisions, protecting his
subordinates from undue criticism,
as for example over the sinking of
the French fleet in the Mediter- i
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i ranean after France's 1940 surrender.

| travelled to Bedfordshire later
that week to examine a Magter's the-
ss and stayed on for the weekend to
visit some friends. They took me to
Woburn Abbey and Bletchley Park,
two places | hadn't visited previoudy.
Coincidentally, Bletchley (www.
bletchleypark.org.uk) was commenc-

| ing its celebrations of the 60th

anniversary of D-Day. A new exhibi-
tion, "Pegasus Bridge," commemo-
rates the firgt objective achieved prior
to the beach invasions. Sir Martin
opened the new exhibition in the
morning and then delivered a lecture
on his new book, D-Day.

As adways, Jack Darrah's collec-
tion of Churchilliana is stunning in
terms of its amount of materias and
coordinated displays.

—DR DAVID GRANT, LECTURER IN LOGISTICS

SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT AND LANGUAGES
HERIOT-WATT UNIVERSITY EDINBURGH

Haunting Pub Crawl

DELRAY BEACH, ALA, MARCH 4TH— Gin isn't
the only spirit haunting the Blue
Anchor, the Atlantic Avenue pub's
owner says. Lee Harrison, aformer
National Enquirer reporter, clams
the ghost of awoman murdered by
her jealous hushand traveled with the
19th-century London pub when it
was torn down and moved to Delray

i Beach in 1996: "Her footsteps and

spine-chilling wails were often heard

| by employees after the pub closed for

the night. And even today at its
Deray Beach location, the haunting
appears to continue.

"Built in 1865 by the William
Y ounger Brewery, the Blue Anchor
served up pints off London's Chancery
Lane until the owners tore it down
in 1985. Winston Churchill used to
stop in for a pint,* and two of Jack
the Ripper's victims spent their last
nights drinking at the bar, according
to the menu and the website.”

The former tabloid reporter said
he remained skeptica when his
employees said they had heard and
seen grange things.... Then the ghost

smacked a sous-chef in the head with
a stock pot.

The Travd Channel will pro-
mote Weird Travels as an autumn
series in October, starting the week
of Halloween, and will air it in
prime time.

—MEGHAN MEYER, PALM BEACH POST

* Editor'sNote: Readersshould
know it is highly unlikely that
Churchill "stopped in for a pint" at
the Blue Anchor or any other pub.
Bear waan't his tipple, and he never
carried any money, so it would have
to be for unpaid drinks—unless they
were fond enough to shoot him a
drink of whiskey. —RVL

Viva
Churchill!
HAVANA, FEBRU-
ARY 26TH— Sir

& Winston wes
honored at Cubas annual cigar fedti-
vd. Jenny Churchill, a great-grand-
daughter of the late prime minister,
smoked a cigar hersalf Wednesday
night during a dinner in his honor,
and gave a bronze bust of WSC to
another man well-known in the
world of cigar smokers, tobacco
grower Algiandro Robaina.

Churchill's love of cigars was 0
well-known that &fter a vidt to one
of Cubas factories, the old and
respected Romeo y Julieta cigar com-
pany named a cigar shape in his
honor. The "Churchill" has snce
become a staple of the cigar world.

One of the most important anti-
communist leaders of the 20th cen-
tury, Churchill was the most promi-
nent user of the term "Iron Curtain,"
in a speech to describe the rise of
communism in Europe.

Hundreds of foreigners were in
town for the cigar festivd, paying
$1200 each for the five-day program,
which included vists to tobacco
fields and factories, and a findl
"Cigar Dinner" attended by Cuban
dictator Fiddl Castro. © ASSOOATED FRES

continued on page 11 »
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SIR ALISTAIR COOKE KBE

1908-2004 | "He must meanyou."

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

GameCalled. Uponthefield of life

the darkness gathers far and wide,

the dream is done, the scoreisspun

that stands forever in the guide. |

Nor victory, nor yet defeat

is chalked against theplayer's name.

But down the rall, the final scrall,

shows only how heplayed the game.
—Grantland Rice |

Everyone looked at each other,
and | could imagine them thinking:

None of our conversation in
December was what one might
expect with a9 5-year-old, nothing of
medicine or doctors or advancing
age. Aligtair Cooke spoke of history,
past and current—the eection cam-
paign; the Howard Dean phenome-
non; prospects for Mr. Bush; what
will happen in Irag; how Irag was
formed (with the assistance of

. Churchill); whether it was formed

ast December my wife and | vis- f

ited Alistair Cooke and his wife, |
Jane White Hawkes. "1 have been |
housebound for eighteen months,"
AC had written, "but | do set asde a
half hour in the evening for enter-
taining friends." Two hours later we
findly left, Aligair virtualy gecting
us: "l must eat at a set time every
night, or everyone gets upset.” |

He was ill the man we remem-
bered, stooped and tottery now, but
with the same witty, brilliant mind, ‘
the same grasp of events, the same
vivacious wife, 91 hersdlf but looking |
more like 70. An accomplished
artist, Jane had set down her brushes
—"at the moment I'm into full-time
maintenance.”

We had known them since 1988,
when AC addressed the Fifth Inter-
national Churchill Conference at
Bretton Woods, New Hampshire.
Explaining to 400 ardent |
Churchillians why World War | |
made Churchill's rearmament cam- (
paign so unwelcome in the 1930s, !
Mr. Cooke recdlled: "Every little vil- |

|
|
|
|

lage in England has its war memori-

d, evary oneits long list of names of
the dead." Then, fixing his audience
with a sedy eye: "The British would |
do anything to stop Hitler, except |
fight him. And ladiies and gentlemen, |
if you had been there—if you had |
been dive and sentient and British in |
the 1930s—not one in ten of you
would have been with Churchill."

BBC Online

well; how certain figures are per-
ceived by ajournalist eight decades

! on the scene—discussed with

panache, and with much less reti-

. cence than he might express in pub-

lic. It was probably material he was
mulling over for his next BBC

i "Letter from America," about which

Jane made a prescient observation:

. "He lives only for the Letter. If he

ever has to give it up he will die."

Not three months later we heard
his announcement: "Throughout
fifty-eight years | have had much
enjoyment in doing these talks and
hope that some of it has passed over

to the listeners, to al of whom | now l

say thank you for your loydty and
goodbye."

Alistair Cooke was saying good-
bye forever. William F. Buckley, Jr.,
one of the regular vidtors at his flat,
related that Churchill College, hear-
ing that he had "put his feet on the
desk," had invited Alistair to become

I one of its Trustees. AC responded:

"Thank you for your invitation. In

DATELTNES

about two months, | will put my feet
up on the desk permanently." Cooke
thought this "very funny, which
indeed it was," Buckley wrote, "very
nearly, though not quite, dispdling
the gloom in his vigtor's heart."

One assumes the Letter from
America dies with him—after 2,869
editions and 700 hours of broadcast
time, he can hardly be replaced. Yet
that was just a fraction of the Cooke
corpus. Therewerethe other radio
shows;, his path-breaking television
sies "Omnibus*; his inimitable
introductions to "Masterpiece
Theatre"; his score of books on the
Good and the Great, from a modest
biography of Douglas Fairbanks to
hisbest-sdler, Alistair Cooke's
America. A Briton become a natural-
ized American, he was to his adopted
country a faithful but not uncritical
friend, recaling the old phrase "A
friend is someone who knows dl
about you, but likes you."

His old paper, The Guardian,
knew him best: "Was he a great jour-
nais? Just read his coverage of
Kennedy in Dallas. the question
answers itsdf. He could reach heights
few others could aspire to. But did
he—for dl the millions around the
world who tuned in for decade after
decade—reflect any America but his
own, a mix of nogtalgia, Mencken
and Rockwell reheated? That is a
harder question.... In extreme old
age, the laughing cavdier could do so
much more than remember. He
could reach back, reach forward; and
make the connections. He was
aways, triumphantly, in touch."

Which for me makes his death
no less easy to accept. Churchill
wrote similarly of Arthur Bdfour: "
fdt dso the tragedy which robs the
world of dl the wisdom and treasure
gathered in a great man's life and
experience and hands the lamp to
some impetuous and untutored
stripling, or lets it fdl shivered into
fragments upon the ground." $
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Chartwell Tourism Award !
FOLKESTONE, KENT, FEBRUARY 5TH— Just
over ayear after Sr Winston
achieved national acclam as the
greatest Briton of dl time, National
Trust saff & Chartwell are celebrat-
ing the news that his much-loved
home near Westerham has won its
own prestigious award.

At Kent Tourism Alliances
Awards for Excellence ceremony,
held a a gda dinner here, it was
announced that Chartwell had been
voted Kent Tourist Attraction of the
Year for 2004. A ddlighted property J
manager Carole Kenwright said: }

I|
|

"This is wonderful news for the
whole team and it's especidly gratify-
ing for Chartwell to stand out for
recognition in a county which boasts
such world-acclaimed attractions as
Canterbury Cathedral, Lesds Castle,
Port Lympne and others. So many
people—dteff, volunteers and vis- J
tors—contribute to the success of
Chartwell, and here is evidence that
we are dl keeping dive the memory
of Sr Winston.

"We work hard to understand
our vigtors needs and expectations
and to give them the best possible
experience when they come here, and
it's very gratifying to know that we
have achieved this...we look forward
to welcoming back old friends as well
as introducing new vigtors to this
beautiful and inspiring property.”

The house and garden at
Chartwell reopened in March. The
ca park is open every day through-
out the year (except Christmas Day)
from 8.30 am. until dusk to give
acoess to countryside walks. Further
Information: Judith Seaward, Visitor
Savices and Marketing Manager,
Chartwell 01732 868381: Email:
judith.seaward@nationaltrust.org.uk.

Broadmindedness
WASHINGTON, APRIL 27TH— A midst rejoic-
ing over record-breaking support for
our May 21st Liberty Award benefit
dinner for Genera Tommy Franks
arived the following two letters:

DATELINES

(D) "If you ingst on including
left wing people [the writer circled
the name Dick Durbin wherever it
appeared] in your events, you will
lose me as amember. Stop doing it
or | will sy goodbye."

(2 "I will be unable to attend

the May 21st dinner or to contribute |

financidly. | disagree with the war
and any awards for its conduct. | am
awar veteran and wish Gen. Franks
would have refused to invade Iraq on
mora grounds. We should not
reward such behavior."

As examples of un-Churchillian
thinking these letters are hard to
beat. Stop and think: Clearly we
could not possibly please both of

| them—except by doing nothing.

That Senator Durbin, an outspoken
critic of Iraq policy, cochaired an
event honoring the genera who con-
ducted the initial action—for achiev-
ing success with hardy any civilian
casuaties—speaks volumes for the
Senator. What an example of 20-20
hindsight to say that General Franks
should have "refused to invade Iraq
on mora grounds’ at a time when
90% of the country approved of it! |
too am aveteran. When did we ever
refuse an order "on mora grounds'?
That Dick Durbin and Jack
Kemp, whose political views are
oceans apart, jointly endorsed an
event honoring an acknowledged
hero, matches the politica example
Churchill himself set: "l refuse to
choose as between Republicans and
Democrats," he said. "l want the
lot." So dowe. There will be more
such collegidity in our future, RVIL

Member Advertisements

Seeking to buy an origina ol
painting by Sr Winston Churchill.
Please email Eric Cohler at
ecohler@ericcohler.com, or tele-
phone (917) 731-2425.

Northern New England help
wanted: Finest Hour saksan asSs
tant in al phases of editorial and
design work. Contact the editor.

Loca & National

l

f Loca Organizer's Meeting

. At the second annual meeting of
loca organizers during the Inter-

[ national Churchill Conference in
Bermuda, it was announced that

= guidelines will be developed for the

| "Action This Day Award," sponsored

| by Michael Maibach, aWashington-

| area member. This award will

J include a $5000 Churchill scholar-

- ship program for high schoal stu-

| dents, which local groups will assist
in implementing.

.{ An "Action This Day" award

I banner will be presented at the annu-

| a conference to the Affiliate or local

| group that acquires the most "points’
for the previous year ending July
30th. The award is a banner, which
rotates among the winners annually,

| with aribbon added each year bear-

| ing the name of the winners. A

. framed certificate on an easd for dis

| play a programs and events will be

| presented annually to individual

groups. A group winning the banner

for the third time will receive an

engraved tabletop lectern. The pres-

dent or loca group organizer will

recaive two free registrations to the

following International Churchill

Conference, to be applied as he or

she sesfit. The firg award, for the

period 2003-04, will be presented at

the conference in England in

September 2004.

Points will be awarded as fol-
lows: five for the greatest number of
sponsored or co-sponsored programs
and events; five for the greatest num-
ber of new Churchill Centre mem-
bers, five for the highest total atten-
dance at dl sponsored programs and
events, five for the most volunteer
! hours given to Churchill Centre pro-
grams or projects,; five for attaining
Affiliate status; ten for the most stu-
dents at events; ten for the most
Heritage Fund participants; ten for
the greatest funding of locd educa
| tion (donations, sponsorships, books
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LOCAL & NATIONAL...

for schoal libraries, scholarships,
etc.); ten for the most localy
obtained funding for specific
Churchill Centre events or activities
(e.g., scholarships, receptions, panel
discussions, g&f, publications); fif-
teen for the most new Churchill
Centre Associates, twenty for the
largest number of programs in loca
high schools or colleges.

Professor James W. Muller, chair-
man of CC Academic Advisers,
introduced the Advisers present, and
announced speech topics for each for
possible loca programs. Before
adjourning, time was given to meet
and talk with each Adviser.

Locd organizers attending were
Danny and Heather Mander and F.
Stuart Kuhn, Northern California;
Jerry and Judy Kambestad, Southern
Cdlifornia Churchillians; David
Ramsay, CoachellaVadley, Cdifornia;
Philip and Susan Larson, Winston S.
Churchill Friends of Greater
Chicago; Martha Chawner and
David Minnerly, North Texas
Churchillians; Gary and Beverly
Bonine, Detroit; Richard and Jenny
Streiff, Gainesville, Florida; Shirley
Hartman, Jacksonville, Florida; Gary
Garrison, Georgia; Daniel and
Suzanne Sigman, New England
Churchillians; Hill Riddle, New
Orleans; A. Wendell Musser and Bill
Ives, North Carolina; Ken Childs,
North and South Carolina; Michael
and Carol McMenamin, Northern
Ohio Churchillians; Kathleen Utz,
Philadelphia; Lorraine Horn,
Washington Society for Churchill;
Nigel Knocker, ICS (UK); Randy
and Solveig Barber, ICS (Canada);
Norman MacLeod, The Other Club
of Toronto; Christopher and
Dorothy Hebb, Sir Winston S.
Churchill Society of British
Columbia; and Daniel Myers,
Churchill Centre executive director.

Enquiries on forming groups
have been received from Bermuda,

Denver, Utah, and Portugal. Email
- or cal Judy Kambestad if you would
like to participate (address opposite).

Alaska

ANCHORAGE, NOVEMBER 30TH— Twenty-
four Alaskans braved sub-zero tem-
peratures to celebrate Sir Winston's
birthday at a black tie dinner at the
Hotel Captain Cook, which flies the
Union Flag along with the Stars and
Stripes and Alaska Flag. The group,
founded in 1990, has been renamed
the Rt. Hon. Sir Winston Spencer
Churchill Society of Alaska.

Aside from Churchill's favorite
Champagne Pol Roger, this four-
teenth annual birthday dinner fea
tured Swedish fare in honor of the
semicentenary of Churchill's Nobel
Prize for Literature, received on his
behalf in Stockholm by his wife
Clementine and daughter Mary.
James Muller described the history of
the Nobel Prize for Literature and
| the 1953 award. Joseph Henri pro-
¢ posed the toast to the President,
Peter Gamache proposed the toast to
the Queen, and Robert Dickson pro-
posed the toast to the memory of Sir
Winston. Stuart Hall, a charter
member of International Churchill
Society (U.S.), attended and con-
tributed books for the door prizes.

The evening included Harrow
School Songs by the Canaries, who
sang "The Silver Arrow" and "Lyon,
of Preston, Yeoman, John"—the lat-
ter new to their repertoire. Keith
Padden sang a solo of "You." The
other singers were Craig Carlson,
Robert Dickson, Craig Goodrich,
Mark Wohlgemuth, and James
Muller, accompanied on the piano
by Marie Matetich. The evening
ended with the traditional "Forty
Years On" and "Auld Lang Syne."

Arizona

PHOENIX, FEBRUARY 9TH—Arizona
Churchillians, representing The
Churchill Centre in the Grand
Canyon State, was formally estab-

V
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CHURCHILL
CALENDAR

see opposite for contact details

2004
28 August: Summer picnic and book discussion,
New England Churchillians

2 September: Churchill Panel-Dinner, American
Palitica Science Assoc. Convention, Chicago.
Contact: Churchill Centre Washington office

11-12 September Bletchley Park Weekend, ICS UK

13 September: Annua Tocqueville Lecture, Sr Martin
Gilbert. Catholic University of Portugal, |CS Portugal

23-26 September: 21t International Churchill
Conference, Portsmouth, England
(All events are now sold out)

27 November: Churchill Birthday luncheon,
Queen Mary, Southern Cdifornia Churchillians

29 November ICS (UK) Churchill Birthday Reception
Specid Forces Club, London

30 November: Churchill Birthday celebration with
Spesker Jon Meacham, British Consulate, Boston.
New England Churchillians

30 November: Churchill Birthday celebration, Hotel
Captain Cook, Anchorage, SWSCS of Alaska

2005
29 September-2 October: 22nd International Churchill
Conference, Quebec, Canada

2006
27 September-1 October: 23rd International
Churchill Conference, Chicago, USA

2007
24th International Churchill Conference, Vancouver, BC

2008
25th International Churchill Conference, Eastern USA

J—

lished today. "We are grateful to
President Bill Ives and to Judy
Kambestad for taking the initiative
last autumn, during their visit to
Phoenix, to encourage a chapter in
Arizona," said new President Larry
Pike. "We will grow rapidly and will
relish the opportunity to promote
the continually growing, remarkable
legacy of Winston Spencer Churchill
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LOCAL CONTACTS

Local Affairs Coordinator:
Judy Kambestad (jammpott@aol.com)
1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705
tel. (714) 838-4741; fax (714) 838-8899

Alaka: Sr Wington S. Churchill Sodety of Alaska
Judith & Jm Muller (fjwm@uaadaskaedu)
2410 Galewood ., Anchorage AK 99508

tel. (907) 786-4740

Cadlifornia Desert: Churchillians of the Desert
David Ramsay (rambo85@aol.com)
74857 S, Cove Drive, Indian Wdls CA 92210
tel. (760) 837-1095

Cadlifornia South: SoCa Churchillians
Jerry Kambestad (gdkamb@aol.com)
1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705
tel. (714) 838-4741

Chicago: Churchill Friends of Grester Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)
22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
tel. (708) 352-6825

Dallas. Emery Reves Churchillians
John Restrepo (cunengland@aol.com)
4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dalas TX 75205
tel. (214) 522-7201

Detrait: Gary Bonine
3609 Lake George Road, Dryden M| 48428
tel. (810) 796-3180

England North: ICS/UK Northern Chapter
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage,”
Station Road, Goldsborough,
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5 8NT
tel. (01432) 863225

Florida North:
Richard Streff (streiffr@bellsouth.net)
81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel. (352) 378-8985

Georgiaz Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bdIsouth.net)
2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 509-5430, fax (770) 565-5925

New England Churchillians
Suzanne Sigman (ssigman@atthi.com)
42 Dudley Lane, Milton MA 02186
tel. (617) 696-1833

New Orleans Hill Riddle
(HillRiddlgjr@hotmail.com)
2715 St. Charles Ave,, New Orleans LA 70130
tel. (504) 895-5102

North Carolina Churchillians
A. Wendell Musser MD (AWM uss@aol .com)
1214 Champions Pointe Dr., Durham NC 27712
tel. (919) 593-0804

Ohio: Northern Ohio Churchillians
Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)
1300 Termind Tower, Cleveland OH 44113

tel. (216)781-1212

Washington Society for Chur chill
Christopher H. Sterling, Pres. (chriss@gwu.edu)
4507 Airlie Way, Annandale VA 22003
tel. (202) 994-0363

Toronto: Other Club of Ontario
Norm & Jean MacLeod (jesna@direct.com)
16 Glenlaura Ct., Ashburn ON LOB 1AO0,

tel. (905)655-4051

RT HON SIRWINSTON S. CHURCHILL SOCIETY

Calgary: Rick Billington, Pres. (rnbill @telus.net)
2379 Longridge Drive, Cagary AB T3E 5N7
tel. (403) 249-5016

Edmonton: Robert Dunn, Pres. (rolana@shaw.ca)
Box 2, Site 208, RR2, Edmonton AB T8N 1M9
res. tel. (904) 388-7443; bus. tel. (780) 973-5549

Vancouver: Christopher Hebb, Pres.
(cavell_capitd @tdlus.net), 1806-1111
W. Georgia Street, Vancouver BC V6E 4M3
tel. (604) 209-6400

here in the southwest."

The interim organizing commit-
tee and contact information is as fol-
lows: Lawrence V. Pike, President
(Ivpike@chartwellgrp.com), 4927 E.
Crestview Drive, Paradise Valey AZ
85253, bus. tel. (602) 955-4364;
Diane Cook, Vice President
(diane.cook @apollogrp.edu), bus. tel.

(480) 557-1391; Steve Tully, Treasurer i

i (stully@bwglaw.net), bus. tel

j (602)256-9400; Ron Lebowitz,

| Secretary (R_Lebowitz@mcso.marico-
pa.gov), bus. tdl. (602) 256-1801.

, British Columbia

VANCOUVER, NOVEMBER 28TH— The
Annual General Meeting of The Rt.
i Hon. Sr Winston S. Churchill
Society was held today. Rafe Mair, a

* well known B.C. radio broadcaster,

spoke on "Churchill's Thinking
Outside the Box." A $600 prize was
presented to the university student
winner of the annual Essay Contest,
who gave afine address to the mem-
bers. Dr. Joe Seigenberg retired as
president and Christopher Hebb
assumed the Presidency. Sixty mem-
bers present elected twelve directors.

VANCOUVER, ANUARY 8TH—U.S. Consul
General Luis Arreaga Rodas spoke on
Canada/U.S. Relations at an
"Evening with Churchill." Thirty-
five members attended. Mr. Rodas
informed attendees of severa joint
initiatives in regard to Canadian/
U.S. border security. The technology
for these initiatives has been devel-
oped in British Columbia and the
Pecific Northwest. At one border
point in Central British Columbia,
Canadian and U.S. immigration and
customs share the same facility.

The softwood lumber issue, a
magjor irritant between the two coun-
tries, was a0 discussed. The political
damage for the U.S. in Canada out-
weighs any economic advantage that
the U.S. lumber industry may be
gaining. The other issue is beef
exports from Canada to the U.S.
Rodas stressed that steps must be
taken to avoid this issue from
becoming major or long-lasting. The
Consul General answered questions
from the floor. The British Consul
General addressed members five
weeks later on February 16th.

Victor Burstall of Vancouver
Island relates an interesting event: "l
met awoman who said that a
Hawthorn tree planted in Beacon
Hill Park, Victoria by Sr Winston
on 6 September 1929 was in bad

+ shape. | went to the site and indeed

the tree does appear rather anemic. |
intend to follow this up with the
City Parks Department to see if
something can be done to improve
its health.” Vic, please keep us
informed. continued...
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BRITISH COLUMBIA...
VANCOUVER MARCH 25TH—Nealy fifty
members and friends of the Sir
Winston S. Churchill Society of B.C.
attended the Society's "Evening with
Churchill." Mr. Dick Torre talked of
his research into Richard Sorge, a
World War 1l agent who achieved
immense intelligence success on
behaf of the Soviets. Among Sorge's
intelligence coups were an early
warning of Operation Barbarossa
and the confirmation, after June
1941, that the Japanese would not
attack northward. This information
enabled Soviet General Zhukov to
transfer many divisions to the
defence of Moscow.

Mr. Torre directly addressed the
issue of Stalin's "surprise” at the
German invasion. Stalin had been
informed it was coming by Sorge,
Churchill and others but chose to
ignore the warnings. Upon hearing
of the invasion, he did nothing for
severd days, permitting the Germans
to advance significantly without
effective opposition. Torre compared
the situation to that of MacArthur,
who did nothing in light of Pearl

Harbor and alowed his fighters to be !

obliterated on Clark Field.

After Sorge was arrested by the
Japanese in 1941, Japan proposed an
exchange of certain prisoners, which
would have sent Sorge back to
Moscow. Apparently, Stalin wanted
nothing to do with this because if
Sorge were returned to Moscow it
would have become more evident
that Stalin had ignored advance
knowledge of Barbarossa and ignored
it. So Sorge was left to be executed
by the Japanese.

Mr. Torre's speech was well
received, and may be heard at other
west coast locations in future.

VANCOUVER, MaY 3D— The Rt Hon Sir
Winston Spencer Churchill Society
held its Annual Banquet. The guest
speaker was Professor John Lukacs,
whose address was well received.
Attendance was 150, up about 20%

from last year. We had representa-
tives from the Vancouver |sland

i Society present, and talked up the

Portsmouth Conference. | think that
we will have good representation
there from British Columbia.

—CHRISTOPHER HEBB

' Cdlifornia

COACHELLA VALLEY (PALM SPRINGS)— David
Ramsay is organizing Churchillians
of the Desert in the Coachella Vdley.
They will meet during the winter
season. He has two speakers ready

- for this autumn. If you are a member
~in the Coachella Vdley, contact

David: rambo85@aol.com, tel. (760)
837-1095

LOS ANGELES, NOVEMBER 30TH—A black-
tie dinner for 120 people was held
on the Queen Mary to celebrate
Winston Churchill's 129th birthday.
Attendees came from as far away as
San Diego, the eastern border of
California, and Santa Barbara. The
Hon Celia Sandys, Churchill's
granddaughter, spoke on her book
Chasing Churchill, and described the
times spent with her grandfather
celebrating some of his birthdays. A
remarkable 138 signed copies of
Chasing Churchill and We Shall Not
Fail were sold.

Jerry Kambestad hosted the
evening. Martha Applegate said
grace. The loya toasts were presented
by Professor Paul Alkon, Churchill
Centre academic adviser; Diana

. Gutman, Vice President, Art

Museum Council, Los Angeles
County Museum of Art; and Mark
D. Kimball, Headmaster, Winston
School, Del Mar. Journalist Terry
McGarry introduced the speaker.

Two students came from the
University of Southern California,
and many attendees who arrived as
non-Churchill Centre participants
left with membership applications.

i Capping off the evening, a number

of those present took advantage of
the special cabin rate and spent the
remainder of the night on the his-

DATELINES

toric ship which Churchill used for
ten voyages before, during and after
World War 1.

SAN FRANCISCO, DECEMBER 5TH— Celia
Sandys spoke to members in the San
Francisco Bay area for their
Churchill birthday dinner. Michael
Barrington, our local coordinator, is
stepping down owing to a heavy
work and travel schedule. Michael
brought some interesting speakers to
the group. Thank you, Michael, for

- your time and work.

LOS ANGELES, FEBRUARY 28TH— ProfeSSOr
James Muller, chairman of CC acad-
emic advisers, spoke to the SoCal
Churchillians on "Winston S.

i Churchill's Education." Churchill
¢ did not particularly "take" to school,

Muller related, but it was through
books that he acquired his vast edu-
cation. Muller answered questions
from the audience. The luncheon
was held at McCormick & Schmidt's
and thirty people attended.

Delmarva

WASHINGTON, DG— Chris Sterling, editor
of the Washington Society for
Churchill's The Churchillian, has
been elected president of this
Churchill Centre &ffiliate. Heis a
Professor of Media and Public Affars
and Telecommunication a George
Washington University. Congratula-
tions Chris, and we thank Caroline
Hartzler, outgoing president, for a
job well done. The Washington
Society is "standing down" on loca
events for the spring because there are
so many national Churchill eventsin
their area, including the Library of
Congress exhibit, two Churchill sym-
posia (February and June), and the
Churchill Lecture (April).

Georgia

ATLANTA, MARCH 4TH— It was agreat
pleasure to announce our inaugural
meeting for Georgia Churchillians
featuring a leading scholar, James W.
Muller, Professor of Politica Science
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