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@ The Centre: President) Letter

T:"'he Churchill Centre as an enduring institution has been
my vision since I became your President nearly three

years ago. I know that many others share it. Few doubt that
the Centre as it exists today is a substantial entity. But will it

endure? That is the question.
Establishing permanence cannot be achieved overnight.

Many years and very many steps are required before that goal can be
reached. To its credit, the Centre has begun taking those steps by hiring professional,
dedicated staff, establishing permanent offices, and achieving broad recognition as a
focal point for the worldwide Churchill community. Yet more is required if the
Centre is successfully to withstand both the shocks that can be (and have been)
administered by an angry world, and the inevitable periods of lassitude that befall all
organizations.

Only a few years ago, had Richard Langworth, cruising along on his bicycle
planning the next edition of Finest Hour, missed a turn or braked late and plunged
into a ditch, The Churchill Centre would have plunged with him. Happily the situa-
tion has changed. Not only does Richard ride more carefully, but the Centre is on a
more solid footing, although far from being solid enough to ensure permanence.

Certain fundamental conditions must be met by an organization if it is to
endure. Among them are an unselfishly committed governing body dedicated to the
mission and not to themselves, fixed on purposes and goals that inspire both its
members and its leaders; adequate and reliable financing; and a leadership succession
plan that can successfully withstand even the most severe losses and challenges. As of
this writing, The Centre has met the first condition, is working hard on the second,
and is now addressing the third.

Some elements of a comprehensive succession plan are already in place;
some are not. Our bylaws provide for smooth transitions if an officer's position
becomes vacant. For example, my departure for whatever reason would cause nary a
ripple since Vice President Chuck Platt, having full knowledge of the Centre's opera-
tions, would automatically assume the Presidency. Vacancies on the Board of
Governors are quickly filled from an increasingly large group of qualified
Churchillians. Beginning this year, I have appointed "deputies" to work with the
Governors primarily responsible for certain activities. But much work remains. Thus,
we must identify someone to work with Suzanne Sigman in coordinating our rapidly
expanding educational outreach activities. While our Executive Director and his
Administrative Assistant could begin to fill any vacancy caused by the absence of the
other, we need a compilation of information and procedures which easily could be
followed by someone quite new to the Centre. This is being developed.

Of course the most imposing succession challenge is to find editorial
"deputies" for Finest Hour and our other publications. While no doubt there are
many, perhaps even a few committed Churchillians, who possess sufficient editorial,
writing and layout skills to fulfill this back-up role, there is far more to handling our
publications than that. Our editor, in addition to having these skills, possesses a tal-
ent for accommodating the disparate sensitivities and interests that prevail in our
worldwide Churchill family; he is also quick to recognize and to deal with those who
would seek to use FH or the Centre for their own purposes, rather than to the
Centre's benefit. The task of finding someone possessing the requisite skills and this
essential talent is daunting. We are working on it but are not expecting quick results.

Once its financial future is secure and a
comprehensive, virtually self-executing succession
plan is in place, the likelihood that The Churchill
Centre will endure as an institution will be
immeasurably increased.
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DATELINES
QUOTATION OF THE SEASON

"Every new administration, not excluding ourselves, arrives in power with bright and benevolent ideas
of using public money to do good. The more frequent the changes of Government,

the more numerous are the bright ideas; and the more frequent the elections, the more benevolent they become."

—WSC, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 11 APRIL 1927

Sassoon Revisited
MANCHESTER, UK, NOVEMBER 13TH—

The bravest and most publicly
outspoken of all Britain's anti-
war poets, Siegfried Sassoon,
was the author of a gung-ho
poem exalting war and the
prospect of death in battle, The
Guardian disclosed today.
Sassoon echoed "the most
extreme of the patriotic senti-
ments which encouraged hun-
dreds of thousands to enlist
during the first world war."
The poem, provisionally called
"Because We Are Going," was
revealed by Sassoon's biograph-
er, Jean Moorcroft Wilson,
eighty-nine years after Sassoon wrote
it, in an article by Wilson for
Remembrance Week.

Almost certainly written before
the poet was sent to the front in
France in November 1915 and saw
the reality of trench life, "Because
We Are Going" bursts with zeal for
the prospect of heroism through self-
sacrifice: "Since we might not choose I
To live where honour gave us life to
lose." But that November Sassoon's
younger brother Hamo was killed at
Gallipoli. Not long afterwards the
poet lost his most beloved friend and
foxhunting companion David
Thomas to a rifle bullet on the west-
ern front. His verse began to grow
biting. For readers of war poetry, the
most uncanny quality of Sassoon's
"Because We Are Going" is its resem-
blance to the work of Rupert
Brooke, the most celebrated pro-war

Because We Are Going
Because we are going from our wonted places

To be task-ridden by one shattering Aim,
And terror hides in all our laughing faces

That had no will to die, no thirst for fame,
Hear our last word. In Hell we seek for Heaven;

The agony of wounds shall make us clean;

And the failures of our sloth shall be forgiven
When Silence holds the songs that might have been,

And what we served remains, superb, unshaken,

England, our June of blossom that shines above
Disastrous War; for whom we have forsaken

Ways that were rich and gleeful and filled with love.

Thus are we heroes; since we might not choose

To live where Honour gave us life to lose.

—SIEGFRIED SASSOON © 1915

poet of the day. Brooke—who died
of infection before reaching the bat-
tlefield—was the author of "The
Soldier" (1914), whose first lines
became one of the recruiting
anthems of the war: "If I should die,
think only this of me: I That there's
some corner of a foreign field I That is
forever England."

Sassoon had met Brooke in
1914 with their common friend
Edward Marsh, private secretary to
Winston Churchill. After Brooke's
death in April 1915, Churchill pub-
licly eulogised him: "A voice had
become audible, a note had been
struck, more true, more thrilling,
more able to do justice to the nobili-
ty of our youth in arms engaged in
this present war, than any other."

Jean Moorcroft Wilson said: "It
is safe to say that Rupert Brooke was
an influence on Sassoon in 1915. If

Brooke had lived, I am sure
his views too would have
changed." —JOHN EZARD

ARTS CORRESPONDENT, THE GUARDIAN

St. Paul's Remembrance
LONDON, NOVEMBER 30TH—

Winston Churchill was
remembered today as one of
the nation's greatest servants as
a set of gates commemorating
his life was unveiled at St.
Paul's Cathedral. The
Churchill Memorial Screen
spans the cathedral crypt and
incorporates jousting spears,
500 pieces of naval brass and
the lion from the Churchill

coat of arms. It was dedicated on the
130th anniversary of his birth at a
ceremony attended by HRH The
Duke of Kent, Churchill family
members, and former prime minis-
ters Lady Thatcher and Sir Edward
Heath. Tory leader Michael Howard
and ICS (UK) chairman Col. Nigel
Knocker were in attendance. »

Master blacksmith James Horrobin with the Very

Rev. Dr. John Moses, Dean of St. Paul's, at the

Churchill Memorial Gate. PHOTO: STEPHEN LOCK.
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St. Paul's Memorial...
Lady Soames, who saw the

gates for the first time, said: "They
are splendid: a triumph of design.
They are a fitting memorial to my
father and a great tribute to British
craftsmen." At the service with Lady
Soames were two of Sir Winston's
grandsons, shadow defence secretary
Nicholas Soames and former MP
Winston Churchill.

Leading the dedication, the
Duke of Kent said the screen was a
memorial to "one of our nation's
greatest servants in peace and in
war." The Dean of St. Paul's, the
Very Revd Dr John Moses, paid trib-
ute to his humanity, vigour, humour
and determination.

The gates, six metres wide and
3.5 metres high, were designed and
made by blacksmith James Horrobin,
58, at the Doverhay Forge Studios in
Porlock, Somerset. They cost
£260,000 and were funded privately
by the Bernard Sunley Charitable
Foundation and the trustees of the
Wyfold Foundation. Horrobin
required 7,000 hours over twelve
months and was assisted by ten peo-
ple. He strove, he said, to evoke the
pageantry associated with Churchill,
incorporating the heraldic devices of
the Churchill Lion, the roundels of
the Order of Merit, the Order of the
Garter and Warden of the Cinque
Ports. The memorial pays tribute to
a man whom many people associate
closely with the Wren-designed
cathedral, where he was given a state
funeral following his death in 1965.
Churchill recognised the importance
of St. Paul's as a national symbol and
famously said during the Blitz: "At
all costs, St. Paul's must be saved."
The Duke of Kent said that many
present would recall those words.

The location of the intricately-
wrought steel gates adds to their
strong sense of history: as spectators
look through them, they can see the
tombs of Nelson and Wellington fur-
ther down the crypt.

—RACHEL WILLIAMS, THE SCOTSMAN

Meanwhile, in the Academy
LONDON, NOVEMBER 30TH— W h i l e

Britain's greatest cathedral was
memorializing Britain's greatest
prime minister, a Mori poll for "the
most successful prime minister" saw
Clement Attlee the winner with an
average of 8.34 marks out of 10.
Churchill came second with 7.88
marks to Attlee, who led his party in
opposing conscription as Hitler
armed to the teeth in the 1930s, and
succeeded so well as PM that ration
cards were still in use when
Churchill's Conservatives returned to
office in 1951.

The poll, in which Tony Blair
finished sixth and Anthony Eden last
in a list of twenty modern prime
ministers, was conducted among 139
history and politics academics. Mori
didn't bother to ask the people.

Why It Did Not Happen
WESTPORT, CONN., NOVEMBER 19TH—

Following spectacular failures by
pollsters in the late American elec-
tion (exit polls predicted a substan-
tial Bush defeat; Zogby predicted
Kerry by 311 to 212 in the Electoral
College), pundits are wondering
what happened to the "system."
Louis Weinstein wrote that it
reminded him of Winston Churchill:
"While this remark referred to politi-
cians, the same may be applied to
pollsters and predictors: When asked
what he considered the most impor-
tant qualifications for a politician,
Churchill is said to have replied, 'It's
the ability to foretell what will hap-
pen tomorrow, next month and next
year, and to explain afterward why it
did not happen.'"

Leadership?
WILLIAMSTOWN, MASS., NOVEMBER 13TH—

Bush won, Kerry lost, but leadership
expert Brent Filson argues that both
Presidential candidates were "clue-
less" about leadership and leadership
communication: "Leaders not only
have to lead well; they also have to
communicate leadership. And both

Bush and Kerry were considerably
off the mark when it comes to lead-
ership communication. Both focused
on giving presentations and speeches
rather than 'leadership talks.'

"Ronald Reagan was a master at
leadership talks; so was Bill Clinton,"
Filson adds. But Bush and Kerry
didn't break out of the speech mode
until the debates. There Kerry began
giving leadership talks for the first
time. And after the debates George
Bush, prompted by his having done
poorly in them, went out there to
many audiences in the battleground
states, was himself, and laid it all on
the line in heartfelt ways.

"These are our top leaders, says
Filson. "They can do better. Clement
Attlee said of Winston Churchill that
his greatest contribution to World
War II was talking about it. George
Bush has not been able to inspire the
world to join him in this war because
he has not been able to talk about it
in way that will motivate more peo-
ple to get behind his leadership....
Hopefully, in the months ahead, he'll
keep up the heartfelt, hard-hitting
communications that he delivered
during the past several weeks of the
campaign. The campaign taught him
how to give leadership talks. The
question now is, can he keep giving
them?"

Then and Now
LONDON, NOVEMBER 21ST— The Observer
published comparison lists of the
British public's most admired figures
today and fifty years ago. For male
figures, the question posed was:
"What man that you have heard or
read about, living today in any part
of the world, do you admire most?"

The top five in 1954: Sir
Winston Churchill, The Duke of
Edinburgh, Anthony Eden, Sir
Edmund Hillary, Clement Attlee.

The top five in 2004: Nelson
Mandela, Bill Clinton, The Pope,
Lance Armstrong, Tony Blair. How
are the mighty fallen, and the
weapons of battle perished....
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Never Mind,
We Love Her Anyway
LONDON, NOVEMBER 19TH— Vanessa

Redgrave has never been one to turn
down an acting challenge, reports
BBC News, "giving as good as she
gets opposite Albert Finney's
Winston Churchill in 'The
Gathering Storm' [reviewed in Finest
Hour 115]....But her career and
political beliefs have often made
strange bedfellows and she once pub-
licly quarrelled with her sister Lynn
over the 1991 Gulf War."

Among those nonplussed by
Vanessa is the director Sir Peter Hall.
"Here's the paradox," he wrote in his
diary: "What Vanessa says politically
is, to me, insane....So how can she
express such truth, such sincerity,
such lack of hypocrisy in her art?"

Redgrave and her brother Corin
"were once members of the
Trotskyite Workers' Revolutionary
Party, where fellow travellers includ-
ed Dame Helen Mirren, The Big
Issue's John Bird, and Matthew
Kelly. Now they are set to launch
their own political organisation, the
Peace and Progress Party, which says
it wants to defend human rights, pull
British troops out of Iraq, cancel
international debt and repeal the
UK's current asylum legislation." We
are not so sure about changing those
asylum laws.

Finest Hour wrote of her role as
Clementine: "Redgrave not only
looks the part....But scriptwriter
Hugh Whitemore has also provided
her with exactly the right lines as she
cajoles, scolds, wheedles and encour-
ages her husband." We don't care if
she likes Trotsky or Arafat; after giv-
ing us so true a Clementine
Churchill, Vanessa may do anything
else she likes. —RML

NBA Spouts WSC
DETROIT, NOVEMBER 19TH— America's
National Basketball Association is
beginning to produce the appalling
behavior for which British football

Vanessa Redgrave played a convincing
Clementine in "The Gathering Storm."

has long been famous, but in the
USA, players are joining hooligans.
In November the Indianapolis
Pacers' Ron Artest charged into the
stands to sock a fan who'd thrown
beer at him, after an argument on
the court as the game ended; angry
players were hustled off the court as
fans rained drinks on their heads.
The Washington Post called it "the
perfect storm: the league's reigning
hothead, Artest. The marginalized,
angry fan, able to purchase alcohol
in the fourth quarter. And a bunker
mentality fostered by coaches who
quote Winston Churchill and defend
their players' foul behavior most
nights of the week." Artest was sus-
pended for the remainder of the sea-
son by Commissioner David Stern.

We're not keen on seeing him
linked to foul sportsmanship, and we
applaud the equal justice dispensed
(charges were filed against both the
players and fans who thought such
outrages were de rigueur). As the Los
Angeles Daily News quoted Churchill
(we can't verify the quotation): "This
is one of the cases when the imagina-
tion is baffled by the facts."

There They Go Again. Again.
COVENTRY, NOVEMBER 12TH— S i r

Winston Churchill "might never
have become prime minister if the
public had known the depth of his
mental health problems," says the
manager of a Coventry support
group which is about to expand.
Senita Jassi works for Rethink, the
former National Schizophrenia

Fellowship, which these days offers
practical help and counselling for
those suffering from biopolar disor-
der (manic depression), as well as the
sort of severe depressions that used
to beset Churchill. WSC used to
refer to his condition as the "black
dog" but, as Miss Jassi points out,
"there was never any question of any-
body being worried about living next
door to the man recently voted the
most popular Briton in history."

How many times do we have to
repeat that Churchill was no more a
manic depressive than Ronald
Reagan or Bill Clinton? Of course he
suffered from depression, like anyone
with the fate of the world in his
hands—and who wouldn't after
Gallipoli or the loss of Singapore?
But the "black dog" has been given
all too much emphasis by people
who never knew him in life. This
does not of course pertain to the
general depression of his very old
age. Enough!

Will Curious over Condi
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 20TH— We g a v e

CC Member and syndicated colum-
nist George Will a raspberry for
muffing the Coventry bombing story
(FH 124:6), so it's only right that we
compliment him for his Churchillian
credentials in his column, "Questions
for Condoleeza Rice," which he sug-
gested be asked by U.S. Senators con-
sidering on her nomination as
America's new Secretary of State:

"Does the Genocide Conven-
tion require a more forceful response
to the genocide in Darfur, or is it,
like the 1928 Kellogg-Briand Pact
that outlawed war many wars ago, a
waste of paper? Should the perma-
nent members of the United Nations
Security Council (the United States,
Britain, France, Russia, China) be
changed? Should France (population
60 million) be included rather than
India (one billion—soon to be the
world's most populous nation),
Indonesia (238 million, the >>
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Despatch Box

Memo:
From Boston to Germany

Mr Ebert (Despatch Box, FH
124) is factually incorrect from two
perspectives. The first is his asser-
tion that the 3.5 million Germans
who were slaughtered in the war
was "the biggest ethnic-cleansing in
the history of mankind."

His personal memory (but for-
tunately not the collective memory
of his fellow countrymen) needs re-
freshing. By almost double that fig-
ure, the Nazi regime effectively, ef-
ficiently and in cold blood "ethni-
cally cleansed" much of Europe of
six million Jews, besides the many
hundreds of thousands of Gypsies,
homosexuals, and certain Catholics.
Furthermore these were all civil-
ians—men, women and children.
There is no debate even as to
whether this bestiality might have
promoted a more rapid conclusion
to the Second World War.

Secondly, he mentions the de-
struction of millions of cultural as-
sets as a result of the Allied bomb-
ings of German cities. Well, what
about the destruction of virtually
their entire civilization—cultural
and physical—that the Nazis per-
petrated on the Jews of western,
central and eastern Europe?

This was a magnificent, intel-
lectual, artistic and educational cul-
ture that had developed over nearly
two thousand years of a Jewish
presence in Europe. It was wiped
out in less than ten years.

Sir Martin Gilbert has ade-
quately documented that this was
occurring, that Churchill and Roo-
sevelt knew it was occurring, and
that Winston Churchill addressed
it in meaningful and practical
ways. (See Proceedings of the Inter-
national Churchill Societies 1992-

1993). — CYRIL MAZANSKY,
NEWTON CENTRE, MASS.
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Will Curious...
world's largest Islamic nation), Brazil
(184 million, the most populous
nation in Latin America) or Japan
(127 million, and the world's second-
largest economy)? The European
Union, the product of 'pooled'
national sovereignties, will soon have
its own foreign policy, foreign minis-
ter, embassies, ambassadors and diplo-
matic service. Why not replace France
with a single EU representative?

"When, during the Second
World War, Winston Churchill criti-
cized Charles de Gaulle's intransi-
gence, de Gaulle replied, 'I am too
weak to be conciliatory' Does this
partially explain some European atti-
tudes toward U.S. policies? Such
questions are difficult, but there will
also be peaches and gravy."

No. 1 Dead Most Respected
NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 20TH—

PricewaterhouseCoopers' "Most
Respected" survey among top busi-
ness leaders expanded this year, ask-
ing: "What individual, from history
or today, would you wish to join
your company board?" Winston
Churchill finished third. He was
topped only by two very much alive
figures: Jack Welch, former CEO of
General Electric; and Bill Gates of
Microsoft. Running behind WSC in
fourth place was Nissan's CEO
Carlos Ghosn; coming in fifth was
Jesus Christ. Mirable dictu: WSC
has been absent forty years and he's
still running third! This reminds us
of the Beatles' quip, "We're more
popular than Jesus now." (See also
"Around & About," page opposite.)

Scenarios
CONCORD, N.H., NOVEMBER 12TH— In la te

1941, after spending three days with
Churchill, John Winant of Concord,
U.S. Ambassador to Britain, wrote a
five-page memo to Franklin D.
Roosevelt outlining three scenarios
Churchill had posed to him. The
worst: Japan enters the war against
Britain, but the United States stays

out. Better: Neither country enters
the war. Best: The USA enters the
war, but Japan doesn't. Less than a
month later, Pearl Harbor put a
fourth scenario into effect.

— "LOCAL HISTORY TODAY"

IN THE CONCORD MONITOR

Penalised for Free Speech
HARARE, ZIMBABWE, NOVEMBER 19TH—

Zimbabweans who deplore the pros-
ecution and conviction of Reason
Tafirei last week for saying "Mugabe
is a dictator who rules by the sword
while Tony Blair is a liberator" may
be interested by a note sent by Prime
Minister Churchill to Home
Secretary Herbert Morrison (equiva-
lent to Zimbabwe's Minister of
Justice) on 19 July 1941:

"I should like to have my opin-
ion put on record that this sentence
[five years' penal servitude for Elsie
Orrin for saying Hitler was "a good
ruler, a better man than Churchill"] is
far too heavy for expressions of opin-
ion, however pernicious, which are not
accompanied by a conspiracy. Nothing
in the internal state of the
country justifies such unreasonable and
unnatural severity. I consider such
excessive action defeats its own ends."

Britain was then in a state of
declared war with Germany, and
Hitler was directly responsible for
the deaths of hundreds of thousands
of British servicemen and civilians.
There was also the imminent danger
that Germany would renew its
efforts of the previous summer and
autumn to invade Britain.

—JUDGE JEFFREYS,

THE ZIMBABWE INDEPENDENT

The above item give us some hope that
free speech still survives in Zimbabwe.
But will somebody please check on the
health of the Judge.

Allure of Aged Champagne
CORAL GABLES, FLA.— Of all the great
wines, Champagne may be the one
most prized for its freshness, youth
and vitality, yet it also can be a wine
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of great complexity that develops
nuance and character over time,
writes Lynn Farmer in The Wine
News internet magazine: "Palates are
divided on the benefits of cork-
aging. Over the years I have tasted
many Champagnes aged on the cork
well beyond their release date and
continue to marvel at the irony of a
white wine that is capable of aging
longer than most reds. The resulting
qualities are almost never explored
by consumers and seldom discussed
by Champagne makers themselves."

"True, we don't talk much
about it," says Christian Pol-Roger,
general manager of the grande marque
that bears his family's name. "The
fact is, some Champagnes age well
and others do not, but beyond that,
it is really just a question of taste."
The "taste" he refers to is sometimes
called le gout anglais (the British
propensity for very old, even oxi-
dized, wine) by the French. Those
who possess an English palate gener-
ally revel in the slightly maderized
qualities imparted by cork aging.

At our visit to Pol Roger during
the 1992 Churchill Tour, M. Pol-
Roger treated us to a glass of the '47
vintage, which Churchill asked Mme.
Odette Pol-Roger to keep in stock
long enough to last him the rest of
his life. The bouquet was astonishing,
and the wine itself, though much
heavier than we were accustomed to,
was magnificent.

Two vintages of PR's premier Sir
Winston Churchill Cuvee were
described by Wine News, which you
might want to invest in ("invest" is,
we think, the right word). The 1979,
disgorged 1986: "Medium, straw-
gold hue. Youthful, fresh doughy aro-
mas. Full, very appealing flavors of
toast with a robust yeastiness and ele-
gant citrus that carry through to the
long finish. No maderization." The
1985, disgorged 1991: "White-gold
hue; fine bead. The nose blossoms
with rich scents of peach and citrus.
Red fruit notes emerge in the long
finish."

AROUND & ABOUT
Former General Electric CEO Jack Welch has
declared his all-time list of preferred board mem-
bers: Winston Churchill, Jesus Christ and
Napoleon Bonaparte.

James Goldsborough of the San Diego Union Tribune, in an obituary of
Yasser Arafat, invokes a Churchill-era comparison: "Ben Gurion once
wrote that Charles de Gaulle's achievement was greater than Winston
Churchill's because de Gaulle started with nothing. Despite his mistakes
and conceding his many faults, that is also Arafat's achievement. It is why
his demise is both a historic event and an opportunity. It is a historic event
because he gave the Palestinian people their identity. It is an opportunity
because it is now time to move from the existential to the practical."

* * 9jjg

A British election is coming, and Conservative Party leader Michael
Howard is accusing the Government of consistently failing to deliver: "If it
took Winston Churchill five years to win the Second World War, and if it
took Clement Attlee six years to build the welfare state, surely seven and a
half years is more than long enough for this Prime Minister to get a grip
on the problems that face Britain today?" Prime Minister Tony Blair
labeled Howard "not the hope of a successful Tory future [but] the reincar-
nation of a failed Tory past," accusing the Conservatives of broken promis-
es and fantasy policies. And a jolly time was had by all.

The President is blasted for failing to fight inflation, provide livelihoods or
promote peace....La Presidenta Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines, that
is, according to Max Soliven in The Phillippine Star (26Nov04). But
Soliven adds: "Low or negative ratings are not the end of the world nor
cause for panic. Halfway through World War II, even Winston Churchill
got a bashing from a majority of Britons polled, who expressed extreme
dissatisfaction with the way he was handling the war. Churchill bounced
back from this condemnation and, by sheer optimism, determination,
stubbornness and grit, mobilized his nation into achieving final victory. He
said later that it was the indomitable spirit of the British people who were
the 'lion': he merely provided the 'roar.' But what a roar!"

& Sjjg ?§S

Gene Grant in the Albuquerque (N.M.) Tribune on retiring US Secretary of
State (and CC Honorary Member) Colin Powell: "Best of all, I loved how he
comported himself while angry—summed nicely in that most delicious of
Winston Churchill quotes: 'I like a man who smiles when he fights.'"

Bookfinder.com still ranks The World Crisis among "the top ten out-of-
print books." Churchill's World War I memoirs, second on Bookfinder last
year, were sixth most sought-after in 2004. Sex by Madonna, last year's
winner, is third; John Kerry's The New Soldier (the 2004 presidential can-
didate's 1970s attack book on the Vietnam war) was number one. M>
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Affiliate News
Churchill's 130th Birthday

Meacham, Franklin, Winston
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., NOVEMBER 30TH— A

record 100 Churchillians turned out
at the British Consulate General for
"A Passport to Hyde Park, Casablan-
ca, Shangri-la and Teheran with
Roosevelt and Churchill," a speech
by Jon Meacham, managing editor of
Newsweek and author of the
acclaimed Franklin and Winston.
More scintillating—if that's possi-
ble—than his Churchill Lecture in
Washington last April, Meacham
appraised the famous relationship in
a way that was at once witty and
profound, hilarious and touching.

We are grateful to British
Consul General John Rankin and
Terri Evans for hosting us so bounti-
fully; and to Joe Hern, Suzanne
Sigman, Jilene Thomas, Pat Foley,
Pauline Perkins and Susan Kidder of
New England Churchillians for all
the arrangements.

Jon Meacham was introduced by
FHs editor, who defied warnings of
radio's Don Imus, "who dotes on
such Newsweek regulars as Howard
Fineman, Jonathan Alter and Evan
Thomas but says, 'Joe Meacham'—
he calls you Joe!—'brings nothing to
the table!' Never despair! Invective is
usually a prelude to an appearance
on 'Imus in the Morning.'" Sure
enough, Mr. Meacham appeared on
Imus December 8th. How's that for
a prediction?

In fact Jon Meacham brings
everything to the table, as he did
tonight, on Churchill's birthday...
"gone nearly forty years, as alive as
ever." There is much to learn from
the Churchill-Roosevelt relationship,
not the least of which is collegiality
among the parties. "We've been
through so much, politics has
become so hateful we must return
to the essentials, as they did, and
become again a united people." »

LOCAL CONTACTS
TCC Official Affiliates in Bold Face

Local Affairs Coordinator:
Judy Kambestad (jammpott@aol.com)

1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705
tel. (714) 838-4741; fax (714) 838-8899

Deputy Coordinator, Eastern U.S. & Canada:
Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)
Deputy Coordinator, UK and World:

Paul Courtenay (Paul@courtenay.demon.co.uk)

Alaska: Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of Alaska
Judith & Jim Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu)

2410 Galewood St., Anchorage AK 99508
tel. (907) 786-4740

Arizona: Churchill Centre Arizona
Larry Pike (lvpike@Chartwellgrp.com)

4927 E. Crestview Dr., Paradise Valley AZ 85253
bus. tel. (602) 955-4364, cell (602) 622-0566

California Desert: Churchillians of the Desert
David Ramsay (rambo85@aol.com)

74857 S. Cove Drive, Indian Wells CA 92210
tel. (760) 837-1095

Churchillians of Southern California
Leon J. Waszak (leonwaszak@aol.com)

235 South Ave. #66, Los Angeles CA 90042
tel. (323) 257-9279; bus. tel. (818) 240-1000 x5844

Chicago: Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)

22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
tel. (708) 352-6825

Dallas: Emery Reves Churchillians
John Restrepo (cunengland@aol.com)

4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dallas TX 75205
tel. (214) 522-7201

Detroit: Gary Bonine (bo9@charter.net)
3609 Lake George Road, Dryden MI 48428

tel. (810) 796-3180

England North: ICS/UK Northern Chapter
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage"

Station Road, Goldsborough
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5 8NT

tel. (01432) 863225

Florida North:
Richard Streiff (streiffr@bellsouth.net)

81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel. (352) 378-8985

Georgia: Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)
2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062

tel. (770) 509-5430; fax (770) 565-5925

Nebraska: Churchill Round Table of Neb.
John Meeks (jmeeks@wrldhstry.com)

7720 Howard Street #3, Omaha NE 68114
tel. (402) 968-2773

New England Churchillians
Joseph L. Hern (jhern@fhmboston.com)

340 Beale Street, Quincy MA 02170
res. tel. (617) 773-1907; bus. tel. (617) 248-1919

New Orleans: Edward F. Martin
2328 Coliseum Street, New Orleans LA 70130

tel. (504) 582-8152

North Carolina Churchillians
A. Wendell Musser MD (amusser@nc.rr.com)

1214 Champions Pointe Dr.,
Durham NC 27712; tel. (919) 593-0804

Ohio: Northern Ohio Churchillians
Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)

1301 East 9th St. #3500, Cleveland OH 44114
tel. (216) 781-1212

Washington Society for Churchill
Christopher H. Sterling, Pres. (chriss@gwu.edu)

4507 Airlie Way, Annandale VA 22003
tel. (202) 994-0363

Toronto: Other Club of Ontario
Norm & Jean MacLeod (jeana@idirect.com)
16 Glenlaura Ct., Ashburn ON LOB 1AO,

tel. (905) 655-4051

RT HON SIR WINSTON S.
CHURCHILL SOCIETY

Calgary: Rick Billington, Pres. (rnbill@telus.net)
2379 Longridge Drive, Calgary AB T3E 5N7

tel. (403) 249-5016

Edmonton: Robert Dunn, Pres. (rolana@shaw.ca)
Box 2, Suite 208, RR2, Edmonton AB T8N 1M9
res. tel. (904) 388-7443; bus. tel. (780) 973-5549

British Columbia: Christopher Hebb, Pres.
(cavell_capital@telus.net)

1806-1111 W. Georgia Street, Vancouver BC
V6E 4M3, tel. (604) 209-6400

Vancouver Is.: Victor Burstall (burst@shaw.ca)
P. O. Box 2114, Sidney, BC V8L 3S6

tel. (250) 727-7345
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Meacham, Franklin, Winston...
Meacham's remarks were punc-

tuated by laughter as he tossed off
delightful examples of Churchill-
Roosevelt repartee. Both statesmen,
he reminded us, fancied themselves
Episcopalians: "I am one myself. We
are God's Frozen People."

He quoted FDR, inviting
Churchill to a Methodist church ser-
vice in Washington: "It's good for
Winston to sing hymns with the
Methodys." Then Churchill, at his
Washington press conference, when a
reporter asked him about the enemy:
"Mr. Minister, can you tell us when
you think we may lick these boys?"

For the first time Churchill
looked puzzled. (He didn't know
what "lick" meant.) Steve Early, the
President's press secretary, went over
and translated the American vernacu-
lar. Churchill lit up. "If we manage it
well," WSC answered with a smile,
"it will only take half as long as if we
manage it badly." Meacham added:
"How I would love to hear President
Bush say something like that."

There is plenty to chew over
with Jon Meacham, plenty of what
Randolph Churchill called "lovely
grub." He is convinced that there
was just a little human failing in
Churchill's absence from Roosevelt's
funeral. WSC, he thinks, remem-
bered that he had been in the fight
much longer, and saw staying home
as a little gesture of umbrage over
Roosevelt getting all the attention.
There is no testimony from family or
colleagues to suggest this. Is it possi-
ble that with victory tantalizingly
close, with the enemy likely to capit-
ulate any day, Churchill decided it
was no time to leave his post? Small
debates are almost beside the point.
Jon Meacham's wonderful book not
only plumbs every source living and
dead on what may have been the
most crucial relationship of the 20th
century; it forces us constantly to
question our assumptions. And most
important of all, it demonstrates that

DATELINES

the example of "Franklin and
Winston" is a model still.

We are so very grateful to Mr.
Meacham for taking time out in the
midst of moving house; and to his
wife Keith for permitting him this
diversion. We could have listened to
him all night. —RML

Royal Palms Oasis
PHOENIX, NOVEMBER 30TH— Arizona

Churchillians enjoyed a great and
wonderful evening last night at the
Royal Palms, famous for hosting
great personages (see "Camacho or
Romeo y Julieta?," page 9). We
thank all who came for being there,
for your efforts, and also for your
expressions of support in strengthen-
ing our chapter. I received several
emails the next day and it appears
unanimous that everyone present
had a great time.

One new face in the crowd,
Dick Wilson, reminded me that
there was a Churchill group in
Arizona some years ago (early 90s)
but for some reason it fizzled out.
Dick said he was happy that it has
been reconstituted; he has been a FH
subscriber since 1981! He has
pledged his support.

Thanks also go out to Norman
and Beverley Lane of the British
American Business Council of
Arizona: the driving force behind
BABC. Norman, its president, is an
avid Churchillian. He has expressed
interest in finding ways to support
the Centre.

For the benefit of our friends
outside of Arizona, I should point
out that we had several guests arrive
who are not CC members, but who
after last night pledged to subscribe.
Also, thanks go to the Royal Palms
General Manager Greg Miller, who
arranged to reserve last night's
remarkably appropriate cigar room,
and surprised all of us by having
photos of Churchill framed and
placed throughout the room. He will
be receiving a hand-delivered bottle

CONFERENCE
CALENDAR

2005
29 September-2 October:

22nd International Churchill Conference
Quebec City, P.Q,

2006
27 September-1 October:

23rd InternationalChurchill Conference
Chicago, 111.

2007
October:

24th International Churchill Conference
Vancouver, B.C.

of Pol Roger as a token of gratitude.
I am optimistic that last night

was the formal beginning of a larger
and more active chapter. Stay tuned
and "Remember Winston
Churchill." —LARRY PIKE

More 30 November
Winston Churchill's 130th

birthday was celebrated widely. The
Rt. Hon. Sir Winston S. Churchill
Society of Alaska held a Greek din-
ner (marking the 60th anniversary of
Churchill's trip to Greece and the
subsequent salvation of Greek liber-
ty) on the quarterdeck of the Hotel
Captain Cook, their traditional
meeting place ... North Texas
Churchillians met for a social hour
of wine and soft drinks with a
harpist playing background music. A
Champagne toast and dinner were
followed by Marcus Frost speaking
on "Churchill's Leadership during
World War II."

28 November
A luncheon at the Hyatt

Regency was held by Churchill
Friends of Greater Chicago. CC
executive director Dan Myers spoke
on Centre activities while toby jugs
were displayed by Kevin Pearson of
Kevin Francis Ceramics ... Chur-
chillians of Southern California met
for lunch on the Queen Mary; John
Plumpton spoke on the diaries of »
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Churchill's "Secret Circle" in the
period leading up to D-Day. They
also approved by-laws and elected
officers.

2 December
Wine and sandwiches accompa-

nied the program of Northern Ohio
Friends of The Churchill Centre,
which offered a report with pho-
tographs by several members on the
2004 Churchill Conference and five-
country tour (Britain, France,
Belgium, Holland, Germany), mark-
ing the 60th anniversary of D-Day
and following the path of Allied
armed forces from England to Berlin.
(See FH 125.) Also on the agenda
were establishing (and finding volun-
teers for) an outreach program on
Churchill for local schools and incor-
poration of the affiliate.

—MICHAEL MCMENAMIN

More News
Under Gary and Bev Bonine,

Detroit members have drafted papers
to become a formal affiliate of the
Centre, and are now fixing on a
name for the group ... The Rt. Hon.
Sir Winston Spencer Churchill
Round Table of Nebraska met on 19
December for their discussion on
Churchill's third volume of WW2
memoirs, The Grand Alliance, con-
centrating on the chapters, "The
Battle of the Atlantic" and "The
Greek Campaign" ... California
North is a new affiliate now in for-
mation. Richard and Susan Mastio of
Carmel have engaged David Ramsay
as their speaker for their inaugural
event on St. George's Day, April
23rd, at the Highlands Inn. Pre-
notices had a good response, and they
are holding a membership drive.

Picnic-Book Discussions
New England Churchillians'

successful round of summer picnics
combined with book discussions was
inspired by the Washington Society
for Churchill, which holds similar
events. In 2004, FH editor Richard
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Langworth led a discussion of Jon
Meacham's Franklin and Winston,
which was specifically selected to
build interest for our November
30th birthday event. Thirty-five
attended from as far away as south-
western Connecticut, and eleven
were first-time attendees.

This is the fourth year that we
have held this always-popular sum-
mer event. Attendees bring lawn
chairs and we provide an all-inclusive
English ploughman's lunch, English
ale, soft drinks and dessert for $20
each. After an informal social, we
draw our chairs into a circle to dis-
cuss the selected book.

Modest fund-raising efforts are
also undertaken. This year we raised
$277 for our juvenile book donation
program, which provides public and
school libraries with the Reves Award
winning Winston Churchill, by Fiona
Reynoldson. For a $21 donation,
one may designate a library to
receive the title in the donor's name.
We solicit with mailings and at
events; donors may contribute a
whole book or $5 toward part of the
cost. We also held a silent auction of
Churchill books donated by mem-
bers. Donations and auction pro-
ceeds brought in enough for thirteen
Reynoldson donations from this
event alone.

The annual picnic and book dis-
cussion is a low-stress event, as we
are able to hold it without incurring
advance financial commitments
based on guesses about attendance.
We simply buy food and beverages a
day or two before. We do not have
to worry in advance about breaking
even, as we do at larger events; in
fact, we almost always earn a small
surplus. The event is timely, as it
provides seed money for our annual
November 30th signature event, for
which we have to make partial pay-
ments in advance of ticket revenues.
We also garnered some more email
addresses for our email list, which is
now over ninety.

—JOE HERN

UK NEWS

International Churchill Society
of the United Kingdom

PAUL H. COURTENAY

The Society's main achievement
over the past year was the 21 st

International Churchill Conference,
held over twelve days in three phases
during September/October. Much
was published in FH 125, so there is
no need to say more about it here.
Many appreciative letters were
received afterwards, which gave us
much satisfaction. These major
events have the scope for being so
easily overtaken by unforeseen disas-
ter, that any sigh of relief is prema-
ture before the final whistle blows.

To mark Churchill's 130th
birthday in November ICS (UK)
held a reception at the Special Forces
Club in London. The venue is redo-
lent of the Special Operations
Executive (SOE), which was called
into being by WSC to "set Europe
ablaze." The event coincided with
the publication of member David
Reynolds' In Command of History:
Churchill Fighting and Writing the
Second World War. The author was
present and gave an enticing
overview of this major contribution
to the Churchill story.

A notable event at St Paul's
Cathedral on Churchill's birthday
was the dedication of memorial gates
in the crypt (see page 5). ICS (UK)
was represented at the ceremony by
its chairman.

The fortieth anniversary of Sir
Winston Churchill's funeral was in
January 2005. To mark this mile-
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stone a service was held at Bladon
Church in the presence of family
members and close associates, with
ICS(UK) representation. A lunch
followed at nearby Blenheim Palace.
Thus were commemorated the events
of forty years ago with fitting solem-
nity and remembrance.

April saw our Annual General
Meeting, which took place this year
at the Cabinet War Rooms. This
gave members a chance to see the
new Churchill Museum—part of the
War Rooms complex—which had
been opened by HM The Queen
only two months earlier.

This major site, wonderfully
conceived and brought into being, is
now a "must" on any Churchillian's
itinerary. The Centre and Societies
hope shortly to acquire their own
room at the Museum, which will
give them a heightened profile.

One further event of current
interest is an exhibition in London
of Churchill cartoons, mounted by
the Political Cartoon Society. Many
well-known, as well as less famous,
cartoons are on display. Churchill, of
course, was a gift to cartoonists
throughout his life, and the exhibi-
tion makes the most of the immense
range of what had been published
over a 65-year period.

It is particularly pleasing to
record that hardly an ICS(UK) event
goes by without participation by
members from other parts of the
Churchill Centre; this is a highly
desirable state of affairs which is to
be encouraged. It gives practical
meaning to the homogeneous nature
of the organisation as a whole.

Membership is increasing. In
this connection it is very laudable
that ICS (Portugal), which began as
an offshoot of ICS (UK), has now
become virtually independent, hav-
ing recruited some forty members,
with only minimal residual support
needed from here.

Turning to the future, we will
continue to market the Society—
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especially among younger people—
with the long-term aim of creating a
momentum of interest which
becomes self-sustaining. We have all
the advantages of home-based his-
toric sites and of a hard core of dedi-

cated loyalists. There are at last signs
that a younger generation is coming
forward with the relevant knowledge
and dedication, and with the ability
to attract increasing numbers of its
own age group. IS

Leading Churchill Myths (9):
"Churchill had American Indian ancestors"

Some Churchills delighted in extolling the legend of their Native Ameri-
can blood, believed to have been introduced through Jennie Jerome's maternal
grandmother, Clarissa Willcox. Randolph S. Churchill, in his biography of his fa-
ther, noted that the mother of Jennie's grandmother Clarissa was one Anna Baker,
whose "mother's maiden name is not recorded in the genealogies" and "is believed
to have been an Iriquois [sic] Indian." We now know not only Anna Baker's
mother's name but something of her background, which is fairly dispositive.

Joseph Baker of Rhode Island married Experience Martin of Massachu-
setts in 1760. Circa 1761 Joseph and Experience Baker, together with Joseph's
brother William and two male cousins, migrated to Sackville, Nova Scotia,
where Anna Baker reputedly was born. They were all living at Sackville in 1770,
but returned to New England around 1787, when Anna Baker married David
Willcox. By 1791 the couple had moved to Palmyra, in northern New York
State, where Willcox had a farm and blacksmith shop. Anna Baker Willcox's
daughter Clarissa was born 30 September 1796. David and Anna are buried to-
gether in Palmyra, where their headstones may still be seen. Anna's father, Joseph
Baker, died in 1796 and in his will named his daughter, "Anne Willcocks."

Ralph Martin, in Jennie: Lady Randolph Churchill, suggested that Anna
Baker "may have been raped by an [Iroquois] Indian and that [her daughter]
Clarissa Willcox may have been half-caste," which, even for prurient writers, is
quite a stretch. There were no Iroquois in Nova Scotia where Anna likely spent
much of her young womanhood. While there were certainly Iroquois in upper
New York State, where she moved as a 25-year-old wife and mother, her hus-
band's will mentions their daughter "Clarind Willcox" and her sisters, which in
itself seems definitive. Of course it is possible that Clarissa may have been an ille-
gitimate half-Indian, with the Willcoxes bringing her up as a daughter; but this
is harder to believe than the simple, forthright facts as recorded by her colonial
family in their probate records. The absence of proof does not make a story un-
true; but it does not establish it, either.

In the absence of any real proof we are left with the stories passed on
through the Jerome family over the years of some ancestor's supposed Indian
blood. That these stories existed, and were believed, is undeniable; but they could
have any number of origins. It is just as possible that other children, confronted
with a dark complexioned Anna Baker, teased and even convinced her that she
had Indian blood as that she really was, however improbably, part-Indian.

The Churchill world does not easily give up its myths, no matter how
fanciful. Sir Winston, to whose romantic nature the story appealed, was known
to believe it, as did some members of his family. Sir Winston's grandson in his
book, The Great Republic, while stating his continued bias to believe, leaves it to
the reader to decide if there is Native American blood in the Jerome line.

—Excerpted from "Urban Myths: Indian Forebears," by Elizabeth
Churchill Snell, Finest Hour 104, Autumn 1999. M>
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RIDDLES,

MYSTERIES,

ENIGMAS
Send your questions
to the editor

Q t I am a prison consultant to the
• Republic of Latvia, in the process

of writing a consultancy report on prison
conditions. Did Churchill ever say, "If
you want to assess the quality of a govern-
ment, visit its prisons.'?

—1BALKEN, RIGA, LATVIA

A u Though it sounds like Churchill
• based on our readings, we can-

not find it in our database or source
books including his two early books as
a crusading Liberal, The People's Rights
and Liberalism and the Social Problem.
As Home Secretary, however, Churchill
did much to improve life for prisoners
and released many imprisoned for triv-
ial offences. See Randolph Churchill,
Young Statesman 1901-1914, vol. 2 of
the official biography (London/Boston:
Heinemann/Houghton Mifflin, 1967),
pp. 386-93. Some excerpts:

"...almost certainly [Churchill]
was the only Home Secretary ever to
have been in prison....He sought to
help prisoners in every way, short of es-
caping. His chief problem was that too
many people were being sent to prison.
Of the 184,000 who were imprisoned
in 1908-09, more than half were com-
mitted in default of payment of a fine,
and a third for drunkenness.

"In his first pronouncement of in-
tentions in the House of Commons in
March 1910 Churchill said: '...prison
rules which are suitable to criminals
jailed for dishonesty or cruelty or other
crimes implying moral turpitude,
should not be applied inflexibly to
those whose general character is good
and whose offences, however reprehen-
sible, do not involve personal dishon-
our.' He promised that the so-called
political prisoners should be treated
separately in that they should not be
forced to wear prison clothing, should

not be searched or forced to take the
regulation bath, should be allowed
food from outside, to take regular exer-
cise and to talk while so doing. This
amelioration of conditions for prison-
ers of this kind which still prevails to
this day was generally welcomed and
Churchill personally enjoyed a good
deal of praise from the press and the
public for this action.

"...Churchill busied himself in
studying the problems of the prison
services. The result of Churchill's stud-
ies was presented to the House of
Commons on 20 July 1910, when on
the Prisons Vote he announced far-
reaching reforms.

"First and most revolutionary was
the proposal to alter the regulations for
the payment of fines: 'There are almost
an unlimited number of cases of men
whose character is well known, who
have committed an offence for which
they are properly punished by a fine,
who could pay if time were allowed
them, but who, in default of having
the money with them in their pockets,
are hurried off to gaol'....

"...this measure was accepted
[and] the result was dramatic. Whereas
95,686 were imprisoned for non-pay-
ment of fines in 1908-09, the number
in 1918-19 was 5,264. Whereas
62,822 were sent to prison in 1908-09
for drunkenness, the number in 1918-
19 was 1,670.

"The second important proposal
was an extension of the Children Act
of 1908 to cover offenders between six-
teen and twenty-one. The main clauses
were that: (a) no young person be-
tween sixteen and twenty-one should
be sent to prison unless he is incorrigi-
ble or has committed a serious offence;
(b) that if it is necessary to send him to
prison, the sentence must be for more
than a month; (c) that he is not to re-
ceive a sentence that is merely punitive
but positively of a curative and educa-
tive character; (d) that the full Borstal
sentence should be relaxed in the case
of youthful offenders; and that (e)
some form of disciplinary correction
(drill) should take place outside prison
in the case of those youthful offenders
guilty of petty crimes (gambling, row-
dyism and swearing).

"In 1910 there were 12,376 boys

and 1,189 girls under twenty-one in
prison. In 1919 there were only 3,474
and 762 respectively.

"Third were Churchill's recom-
mendations for the supervision of re-
leased convicts by the establishment of
a central aftercare association.... This
was probably as energetic an attempt to
deal with the aftercare of prisoners as
has been made by any Home Secretary
before or since.

"Churchill drew up a lengthy
memorandum outlining 'a scientific
and benevolent measure, dealing with
prisons and the punishment of offend-
ers...well suited to the Coronation
Year.' His main objective was to do
away as far as possible with short sen-
tences, a laudable objective which suc-
cessive Home Secretaries for more than
fifty years were to find elusive. He pro-
posed...greater use of probation for
young offenders; the abolition of im-
prisonment for debt; an extension of
the 'time to pay' principle; and 'sus-
pended sentences' for those sentenced
for certain trivial offences to a month
or less....But in the wake of Lloyd
George's budget and the Parliament
Bill there was little time left for other
measures, and Churchill was never able
to present his ideas to Parliament in
the shape of a Bill. Thus he never got
any penal reform on the statute book:
but those reforms which he was able to
carry out without parliamentary sanc-
tion were to shine for years and to
serve as milestones and signposts to fu-
ture reformers."

Mr. Alken replied: "Thank you
so very much for the extensive and
informative text. On that background
I believe it will be within bounds to
say Churchill is 'alleged' to have made
the remark. It is indeed inspiring to
see that, in details, the Baltic re-
publics and particularly Latvia find
themselves where Britain was 100
years back, except that there is very
little public debate concerning prison
reform. It is mostly left to the profes-
sionals involved, and to foreign con-
sultants like yours sincerely (I am
Danish). My hunch is that the politi-
cal elite is weary of the subject, sus-
pecting that there are no votes but
high risks in it." Mi
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125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

Michael McMenamin
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125 Years Ago:
Spring 1880-Age 5
"Nevertheless his hour had come."

Writing of his father's career at the
moment, in April, 1880, when

the Conservatives had been routed by
the Liberals, Churchill noted that
"Starting with many advantages, he
was still at thirty-one obscure. Four or
five speeches in as many years had
made no particular impression, and
the House of Commons had scarcely
formed an opinion about him....Out-
of-doors among the people he was
unknown. Adverse social influences
denied the recognition of such ability
as he had shown. His party was now
humbled in the dust....Grave and vio-
lent dangers beset the State and no one
troubled to think about an undistin-
guished sprig of the nobility. Neverthe-
less his hour had come."

Churchill then summed up in a
series of rhetorical questions what his
father and the other three members of
the informal group known as "The
Fourth Party"—Sir Henry Drummond
Wolfe, Harold Gorst and Arthur
Balfour—were able to accomplish in
the next five years: "What political
prophet or philosopher, surveying the
triumphant Liberal array, would have
predicted that this Parliament, from
which so much was hoped, would be
indeed the most disastrous and even
fatal period in their party history? Or
who could have foreseen that these
dejected conservatives in scarcely five
years, with the growing assent of an

immense electorate, would advance to
the enjoyment of twenty years of
power?...and who without the audacity
of genius would have dared to force
the Conservative party to base the
foundations of their authority with
confidence upon the very masses they
dreaded and to teach those masses to
venerate and guard the institutions
they had formerly despised?"

100 Years Ago:
Spring 1905 • Age 30
"They want to have

everything both ways."

In Manchester on 30 March,
Churchill continued to attack the

Conservatives, accusing them of cling-
ing to office at all costs: "All principles
are alike to these marvelous ministers.
They want to have everything both
ways. Free Trade or Protection, Home
Rule or the Union, devolution or coor-
dination, a strong navy or a weak navy,
increased expenditure or retrenchment,
army reform or no army reform, it is
all the same to them. One thing only
seems to matter—office, office at any
cost, office on any terms, office at any
price, office by the votes of members
who will never present themselves to
their constituents again, office by the
votes of the Irish Orangemen who
think they are being betrayed...but
above all, at all costs, office for self and
friends. (Cheers.)"

Again at Salisbury on 14 April,
Churchill suggested that the Tories

sought to bring to English life the
worst characteristics of America,
Germany and Russia: "At the coming
election the country will have to
decide whether it will follow in the
regular, settled lines of English democ-
ratic development, or whether, by bor-
rowing a tariff from the United States,
a military system from Germany,
and—when I think of the Aliens
Bill—a system of police from Russia,
we will change the free British Empire,
which we have known and cherished,
into a greedy, sordid, Jingo, profit-
sharing domination. That is the issue,
and it is intimately interwoven with
the question of Free Trade."

75 Years Ago:

Spring 1930 »Age 55
"The noble lady is entirely wrong."

On 15 April, Churchill attacked
the high taxes in the first Socialist

budget introduced since the Conser-
vatives lost power in the general elec-
tion the year before: "We are the heav-
iest taxed nation in the world. We are
incomparably die most heavily, directly-
taxed nation. Our three great competi-
tors, the United States, Germany, and
France, are reducing by scores of mil-
lions a year their demands upon die
direct taxpayer, with die avowed object
of increasing their world-financial and
world-competition power. These coun-
tries take the view that direct and indi-
rect taxation, particularly direct, are a
clog upon trade and a danger upon
enterprise, and, if the nation wishes to
realise for its own people the immense
possibilities of modern scientific pro-
duction, every possible encourage-
ment should be given to the accumula-
tion of wealth in private hands and
the fruitful use of that wealth by
active individual effort. I belong to
the school that holds that taxation
has reached a point where it has
become a grievous impediment in
the production of new wealth....I am
convinced that, under the present cir-
cumstances, the emphasis and the
main intention of any Chancellor »
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125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

of the Exchequer should be in the
direction of an alleviation of the public
burden. Therefore, it was my continu-
ous endeavour to reduce taxation, and
especially onerous taxation, and even
to lean in the direction of reducing
taxation in preference, if need be, to
austere and drastic repayment of the
National Debt."

Viscountess Astor and the
American experiment of prohibition
became the object of Churchill's atten-
tion in a debate in the Commons on
17 May, on reducing the tax on beer:

"I know the Noble Lady's
views—we have been made very famil-
iar with them—but what astonishes
me is that she should proceed with
unabated, and I might almost say
unabashed, vigour in the reiteration of
those views, in face of the ghastly
muddle which has been made in her
own country in the treatment of the
liquor problems."

Later in the debate, Lady Astor
claimed that lowering taxes on beer
would increase profits for brewers.
Churchill promptly put her down:
"Therefore, the Noble Lady is entirely
wrong, absolutely wrong—I mean, as
wrong as is the difference between
night and day—in her statement of
facts; but even if it were true that the
brewers gained the profits by reduc-
tions in the charges put upon beer, it is
far preferable that they should get the
profit than that the profit should be
reaped, as it is in another country, to
which I have already referred, by the
bootleggers."

Churchill promptly jumped on
Astor's assertion that only men sup-
ported lower beer taxes: "Nothing con-
stitutes a more false view of British
society at the present time than the
idea that all the women voters are now
banded together in order to take up a
fundamentally different position on
this question from all the men voters.
Such an idea is manifestly absurd, and
the sooner the Noble Lady clears her
mind when she is fundamentally
wrong in her conceptions, the sooner
will she be able to take not only an
engaging but a useful and well-
informed part in our debates."

In an Empire Day address in
London in late May, Churchill took
on the Socialist Party's economic
record: "The Socialist Party promised
anything they could to the electors,
not only a cure for unemployment,
but some splendid new world where
all the work did itself, and every one
was fully employed doing nothing at
trade union rates, and all the taxes
would be paid by the idle rich; and no
one would need to do anything except
go about and kiss all the foreigners he
met, and in a spirit of true comrade-
ship hand over to them any posses-
sions England might still have left.

"Wonderful hopes were centred
in the new Labour Government and
all the newspapers cheered them as
loudly as they possibly could. But
what has happened? A very grim thing
has happened; the Socialist
Government has run straight into the
worst economic blizzard on record in
time of peace. Under the storm they
have crumpled completely. Although
they have been loyally supported by
our strong and competent Civil
Service, they have failed in such a
manner as to show complete incapaci-
ty, not only to cure unemployment,
but even to face the problem in a
manly and mentally vigorous manner.
Their collapse is pitiful. But when we
remember all the harsh and untruthful
things they said about their predeces-
sors, one cannot find much sympathy
to waste on them. They asked for it
and they have got it. They made their
bed and they should lie on it."

Churchill also spoke forcefully
against the recent Naval Disarmament
Treaty: "We have this Paper here—'An
International Treaty for the Limitation
and Reduction of Naval Armaments.'
Is not this the most glaring misnomer
that has ever stared at us from an offi-
cial document?...Let me give the Rt.
Hon. Gentleman another title for this
treaty: 'An international treaty for the
limitation of the power and the right
of Great Britain to safeguard its food
supply, and for the multiplication and
improvement of all means possessed by
other nations for interrupting the said
food supply.'"

50 Years Ago:

Spring 1955 -Age 80
"To resign is not to retire."

Churchill informed the Queen on
31 March that he would resign as

Prime Minister on 5 April. Two days
earlier, unaware of that plan, President
Eisenhower sent him an "Eyes Only,
Top Secret" letter: "You and I have
been through many things where our
judgments have not always been as
one, but, on my part at least, my
admiration and affection for you were
never lessened. In this long experience,
my hope is rooted that the two of us
may bring up some thought or idea
that could help us achieve a personal
concord that could, in turn, help our
two governments act more effectively
against Communists everywhere."

In his reply, Churchill advised
Eisenhower of his decision to resign:
"To resign is not to retire, and I am by
no means sure that other opportunities
may not come upon me to serve and
influence those causes for which we
have both of us worked so long. Of
these the first is Anglo-American
brotherhood, and the second is the
arrest of the Communist menace.
They are, I believe, identical."

Churchill now began work
hand-revising the 1939 proofs of A
History of the English-Speaking Peoples
which he had set aside with the onset
of war, taking them along on a two-
week holiday in Sicily where he also
completed two paintings.

His successor, Anthony Eden,
scheduled a general election for May at
which the Conservatives received a
fifty-nine seat majority as well as an
absolute majority in votes cast.
Churchill was easily returned to his
own seat in Parliament, having warned
his constituents: "Do not be lulled
with a false sense of security... or think
in terms of mass effects, averages, and
Gallup Polls." They had to vote, he
said: "Apathy, complacency, illness,
chatter or indifference may often be
faults. On Thursday they will be

crimes.
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QUESTION TIME

P R I M E M I N I S T E R ' S Q U E S T I O N S

Edited and annotated by Paul H. Courtenay

Question Time is that period in the Parlia-
mentary week where Members are allowed
to ask the Prime Minister any question,
governed only by decorum and the judg-
ment of the Speaker as to whether they are
genuinely asking questions or (as is com-
monly the case) giving a speech. Churchill
was a master of Question Time, as Paul
Courtenay demonstrates.

••«*«»

Conscription
On 15 April 1943 a Member said that conscrip-

tion should be extended to Northern Ireland, where be-
tween 20,000 and 25,000 men and women of military
age were unemployed. WSC: " I understand that, accord-
ing to the latest information, the number of men and
women of all ages registered as unemployed in Northern
Ireland was 19,778. When this matter was last raised,
about eighteen months or two years ago, I think, I came
to the conclusion that it would be more trouble than it
was worth, and I have not seen any reason up to the
present moment for making a pronouncement on the
subject. Certainly, it is a very unsatisfactory situation
when large numbers of Americans are taken by compul-
sion from their homes and made to stand guard while
large numbers of the local inhabitants are under no such
obligation."

Relaxation
On 22 April 1943 a Member asked for an assur-

ance that the existing methods of regimentation and com-
pulsion would be relaxed at the earliest possible date after
the war. WSC: "The transition from war to peace will no
doubt bring many changes in its train, but I do not desire
at present to expatiate unduly on these topics."

Ring Out the Bells
On 20 April 1943 a Member asked for a state-

ment on the ringing of church bells as an invasion warn-
ing (clearly a planted question, to allow a formal state-
ment to be made). WSC: "The War Cabinet, after receiv-
ing the advice of the Chiefs of Staff, have reviewed this
question in the light of changing circumstances. We have
reached the conclusion that the existing orders on the sub-
ject can now be relaxed, and that the church bells should
be rung on Sundays and other special days in the ordinary
manner to summon worshippers to church."

On 22 April 1943, the Prime Minister was ques-
tioned on the decision not to use church bells as warning

of an invasion. WSC: "We have come
to the conclusion that this particular
method of warning was redundant, and
not in itself well adapted to the present
conditions of the war. Replacement
does not arise. For myself, I cannot help
feeling that anything like a serious inva-
sion would be bound to leak out."

Equal Pay
On 4 May 1943 a Member

asked what machinery existed for coordinating rates of
pay and allowances between the three Services, adding
that senior officers in the Navy had received no advance in
pay since 1938. WSC: "Coordination in this sphere of
Government, as in others, rests ultimately on the existence
of a united Government collectively responsible for its
acts. It is maintained in practice by the normal machinery
of constant Ministerial and inter-departmental consulta-
tion, and I cannot accept my hon. and gallant Friend's
suggestion that the Services or the Ministers responsible
for them fail to cooperate to the fullest extent in matters
of common concern. As regards the pay of senior naval of-
ficers, no general advances have been made since 1938 in
the pay of senior members of any Crown service, and
none is at present contemplated."

Parliamentary Repartee
The following entries are not from Question Time

but are typical Churchillian rejoinders to critics:
In a speech on the war situation on 12 November

1941... WSC: "There was a custom in ancient China that
anyone who wished to criticise the Government had the
right to memorialise the Emperor and provided that he
followed that up by committing suicide, very great respect
was paid to his words and no ulterior motive was assigned.
That seems to me to have been from many points of view,
a wise custom, but I certainly would be the last to suggest
that it be made retrospective."

In December 1941 Churchill sent Alfred Duff
Cooper to Singapore to ascertain the military situation
there. Singapore fell on 13 January and Mr. Duff Cooper
came under immediate attack. WSC: "I am invited under
the threats of unpopularity to victimise the chancellor of
the Duchy [of Lancaster, Mr. Duff Cooper] and throw
him to the wolves. I say to those who make this amiable
suggestion...'I very much regret that I am unable to gratify
your wishes'—or words to that effect." $
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90 Years On
1915-2005

THE DARDANELLES
AND GALLIPOLI
THE NARROW CHANNEL between European and Asiatic Turkey was the scene of

Winston Churchill's greatest tragedy. He had never seen these straits. Had he done

so, would he have pursued the plan to force the Dardanelles by ships alone?

BY WILLIAM C. IVES • PHOTOS BY VIRGINIA IVES • MAPS BY SIR MARTIN GILBERT

The "Dardanelles" hovered as a black cloud in
Winston Churchill's sky for the last half century
of his life. The failed attempt to sail a fleet

through the Dardanelles Straits, across the Sea of
Marmora to cow the Turks into surrendering, and thus
relieve Russia in World War I, cast a long shadow.

The controversies generated by that long ago
and far away military campaign, which opened in late
1914 and continued in one form or another through
1915, remain unresolved to this day. Was the tactical
and strategic planning sound? Was the leadership on the
ground and sea up to the task? Was Churchill far-sighted
and courageous, or merely obstinate, in pursuing this
bold initiative to circumvent the misery and human
slaughter of trench warfare on the Western Front by tak-
ing Turkey out of World War I? Could the Dardanelles
have been forced and neutralized by ships alone?

While there are no consensus answers to these
questions, Churchill continues to receive the blame for
the campaign's failure. This was illustrated by the critical
comments of a respected professional guide/scholar who
accompanied my wife and me on a recent two-day visit
to the Gallipoli Peninsula and the Asian shore of the
Dardanelles. Needless to say, his comments did not go
unchallenged.

The Gallipoli Peninsula projects into the
Aegean Sea some 120 miles southwest of Istanbul
(Constantinople in 1915), today some four hours away
by car—providing one can rise early enough to depart
that fascinating city by 6am on weekdays. Gallipoli is
not large, measuring roughly fifty miles long and from
three to twelve miles wide; its battlefields constitute only
a small portion of the whole.

The Dardanelles Straits border Gallipoli on the
southwest, separating it from Asiatic Turkey. This historic
and militarily vital waterway connects the Aegean Sea
with the Sea of Marmora some forty miles to the north-
east. Istanbul sits on the north shore of the Marmora,

Mr. Ives is President of The Churchill Centre and, with his wife
Virginia, is an inveterate traveler to many corners of the world.

astride the Bosporus, which leads to the Black Sea. The
width of the Dardanelles varies from three-quarters of a
mile at the "narrows" up to four miles elsewhere.

The military operations on Gallipoli and in the
Straits were conducted in a narrowly confined area
which can be viewed pretty much in its entirety from
several vantage points on the peninsula. Most of the
actual battlefields and landing beaches are near roads,
and thus quite accessible, while areas of naval operations
in the Straits are readily viewable from many locations
on both their European and Asiatic shores. Gallipoli and
the Dardanelles are visitor-friendly. One should allot at
least two full days including travel time to and from
Istanbul for a comprehensive visit.

The Dardanelles Campaign opened on 3
November 1914, when the Royal Navy shelled two
Turkish forts guarding the Aegean entrance to the
Straits: Kumkale on the Asian side, Seddulbahir on the
tip of the peninsula. Of course, prior to this, there had
been naval activity in the Aegean in the vicinity of the
Dardanelles, and much conferencing, strategizing and
memorandum exchanging in Whitehall. Churchill's req-
uisitioning in July 1914 of two new battleships destined
for the Turks by British shipyards and already paid for,
understandably upset the Turkish Government and pro-
vided the Germans with a further opportunity to prod
Turkey into entering the war on the side of the Central
Powers, which she did at the end of October.

On 13 December, a British submarine sank an
old Turkish warship just below Canakkale near the cen-
ter of the Straits. Another bombardment of the two
outer forts occurred on 19 February 1915, and was fol-
lowed by the sporadic shelling of other forts within the
Straits until 16 March. On 18 March, eighteen battle-
ships of the Royal and French navies, plus support ves-
sels, unsuccessfully attempted to blast their way through
to the Sea of Marmora.

That failure—and the failure to follow up this
attack the next day (or at any other time)—continue to
be thoroughly analyzed and heavily criticized. Churchill
was at once noticeably displeased by his navy's lack of
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aggressiveness and, reportedly, once
referred to the commander of the Allied
naval forces, Vice Admiral John de
Robeck, as Admiral "Row Back."

The Gallipoli Campaign
opened on 25 April 1915, when allied
forces under General Sir Ian Hamilton
landed on the peninsula at six locations.
They were soon stalemated in their
efforts to capture the entire peninsula.
Months of intense fighting followed,
including a major unsuccessful allied
offensive in early August. Finally, some
130,000 allied troops, with much of
their transport and most of their
weapons, were evacuated from Gallipoli
in late December and early January, the
final departure being on 9 January
1916. The campaign was over.

The Dardanelles, less than a mile wide at the
"narrows," struck me as being a pretty tight fit for any
naval armada to pass through while under heavy attack.
Today it is one of the world's busiest waterways: large
ships pass through at the rate of one every thirty minutes.
From the shore, or from one of the Turkish heavy gun
emplacements, these single ships appear to be easy and
inviting targets for gun and torpedo alike, especially

when moving north (toward Istanbul)
against a prevailing 4-knot current, often
increased by 1-2 knots because of frequent
northeast winds.

Although they were worrisome to those
serving on the slow-moving trawlers being
used as minesweepers, the primary concern
of the allies was not the guns. The chief
obstacles were some 350 to 400 mines the
Turks had laid in numerous parallel rows
perpendicular to the shore just below the
"narrows." And, although minesweeping
efforts did manage either to dislodge or
destroy some mines, it was well known
that many remained as of March 18th.

More decisively, insofar as the naval
thrust on March 18th is concerned, was
the legendary (at least for the Turks) sor-
tie by the Turk minelayer Nusret, only ten

days before the attack. This single ship, a wooden replica
of which lies on the Asiatic shore of the Dardanelles at
Canakkale, slipped into the straits and laid between
twenty and thirty mines parallel to the Asian shore,
below the other minefields. This new minefield was
never detected by the allies, and was the one responsible
for sinking or seriously damaging three capital ships dur-
ing the March 18th assault. Their losses persuaded »

T
THE BRITISH PLAN FEBRUARY 1915

£> Naval attack decided upon by the British Cabinet, February 1915
« Immediate objectives thought possible by naval attack alone
• Neutral countries which, it was hoped, would join the Allied

powers once Constantinople fell to the British fleet, thereby
opening Austria-Hungary to powerful attacks. Britain also
offered these four neutrals territorial and monetary
inducements to join the Allies

Concerted Russian and British attacks which it was hoped
would follow the Allied occupation of Constantinople, and
lead to the final defeat of Turkey

EGYPT

200

Miles
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THE NAVAL ATTACK ON THE DARDANELLES
18 MARCH 1915

AGMM
KMT

After several preliminary bombardments of the
Turkish forts in January and February, the
British and French ships advanced towards the
Narrows on March 18, hoping to put the forts
out of action, sweep the minefields, pass
Chanak, and reach the Sea of Marmora.
Once there, German and Turkish naval
opposition would have been negligible, and
the Allies hoped to threaten Constantinople
and to force Turkey to make peace. But after
two British battleships, the Irmatibh and the
Ocasn, and the French battleship Bowt had
struck mines, the naval attack was called off.
It was never renewed.

MaMo»:

GALLIPOLI
PENINSULA ANADOUJ MEJICXC FORT

MUIDIEAVAN FORT

• •
French
British
Turks
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600
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Principal Turkish gun batteries, in strongly
protected forts, not destroyed by
previous bombardment

Gun batteries, covering the minefields

Mobile howitzers, which could be moved
quickly and concealed easily

Searchlights

Minefields, located by the Allies, with number
of mines

Minefield, not known to the Allies, on which
three battleships struck mines, causing the
attack to be abandoned

•• First line of Allied battleships bombarding the
Turkish forts

o Second line of battleships moving forward
lor further bombardment. Three of these
struck mines while leaving the scene of action

A Turkish forts and gun batteries beyond Chanak

Admiral de Robeck to suspend operations for that day
and, as it turned out, for the rest of the war—since the
attack was never renewed.

Little note is taken that the Turks had torpedoes
and torpedo boats guarding the "narrows" as well as
mines. Not many, we are told, and of uncertain effec-
tiveness; but some were available. Yet while several of the
torpedo tubes were rendered inoperative by allied
shelling, even one or two successful hits could have been
quite disruptive to an invading fleet in narrow waters.

Churchill had never seen these Straits.' Had he
done so, I cannot help wondering whether he
would have concluded that on 18 March 1915,

the naval force as then constituted, facing the defenses it
faced, could have successfully fought its way through to
the Sea of Marmora. No doubt some ships could have
made it—but would those have been enough to have
achieved the goal of reaching Constantinople and
knocking Turkey out of the war? These and the many
related questions will long be debated by scholars, and
those of us who relish a good argument.

On Gallipoli itself the five British landing
beaches (S, V, W, X, Y) and the beach at ANZAC
(Australian New Zealand Army Corps) Cove, the most
widely recognized one, were pitifully small and provided
the Turks with excellent fields of fire. Most fortunately

for the allied forces, several of these beaches were not
seriously defended. Examples include Y Beach, really no
beach at all with 200-foot cliffs immediately behind it;
and X Beach, less than 100 yards long and narrow. W
Beach, the only landing site that resembles a beach, is a
quarter-mile long and somewhat open to the front. It
was heavily defended, as was V Beach, where the main
landing forces came ashore. V Beach is narrow and near-
ly 1000 feet long, set in saucer-like terrain between forts
at each end. The British suffered heavy casualties here.

ANZAC Cove is a short, narrow beach surround-
ed by steep, high cliffs, although erosion has narrowed it
somewhat since 1915. It was lightly defended. The
much longer and broader adjacent "Brighton Beach,"
where the ANZAC was supposed to have landed, was far
more heavily defended. It remains unclear whether the
ANZAC Cove landing was intentional to avoid those
defenses, or the result of other factors.

Gallipoli is beautiful, serene, unspoiled and rela-
tively undeveloped, with few tourist facilities and little
commercialization. Olive trees are abundant, but few
other crops. Rugged, scrub-covered ravines, gulleys and
ridges mark the landscape, providing defenders with a
huge advantage, making it less than an ideal invasion
site. There are few but adequate roads and many paths.

Visitors, except around April 25th, the anniver-
sary of the landings, do not flock to Gallipoli. Most are
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from Australia and New Zealand, very few from
America. An active military reservation covers a large
part of the northern half of the peninsula, while a
national park protects the southern portion, where most
of the battlefields are located. From the challenging
heights of Achi Baba in the south central and Chunuk
Bair in the center—both primary (but unattained)
objectives of the Allied invasion—one can clearly view
the placid Aegean and the Dardanelles, as well as the
contested areas. Alan Moorehead, in his excellent mid-
Fifties book, Gallipoli, refers to this view as "perhaps the
grandest spectacle of the whole Mediterranean."

Memorials and well-tended cemeteries are
found everywhere throughout the battlefields. The most
imposing is the huge Turkish memorial at the southern
tip of the peninsula, which is clearly visible from the
ruins of ancient Troy, some ten miles away across the
mouth of the Dardanelles. Each of the major allies has
its own impressive memorial, situated where that coun-
try's forces conducted significant military operations.

I was advised that there are over seventy
cemeteries (both Turkish and Allied) con-
taining the remains of from a few to hun-
dreds of those who perished in 1915.
Estimates of casualties (dead, sick, wounded
and missing) vary widely and, while these
large discrepancies can never be fully
resolved, many believe at least 530,000
(280,000 Turkish, 250,000 allied) with up
to 150,000 dead or missing to be a reason-
able estimate. Whatever the numbers, some
very serious fighting took place here. The
last British survivor of the campaign died in
2001; the last Australian in 2002.

Throughout the contested areas stand dispro-
portionately large black statues depicting various feats of
arms and compassionate or heroic acts. Quite often
sheer size is equated with importance and even pride,
and the Turks have every right to be proud of their
defense of Gallipoli and the Dardanelles. After all, it was
their most notable military success during the entire war.
Nevertheless, it can be disconcerting suddenly to come
upon these outsized figures, looming high above the veg-
etation within the tight confines of the battlefields.

The battlefields themselves are small, more of a
U.S. Civil War size than many of those of the two World
Wars. For example, it has been estimated that the
ANZAC forces during the first three months never con-
trolled an area exceeding 400 acres within a perimeter of
two kilometers.

Not only was the fighting vicious; it was close
and personal. Opposing trenches, of which a few are still
clearly visible (some have been reconstructed), were
sometimes no more than thirty or forty feet apart.
Bayonets were often the weapons of choice. Thousands
of hand-made grenades were lobbed back and forth.
Small plots of ground changed hands many times.
Millions of rifle rounds were expended. The intensity >>
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of this close order combat is graphically displayed in a
small case in the Gaba Tepe Information Centre. There
are found several bullets embedded in other bullets:
Turkish in Allied, Allied in Turkish. These violent colli-
sions testify to the withering fire that was exchanged.

Although Churchill was not at Gallipoli, others
of note were: Captain Clement Attlee for one and
Churchill's younger brother Jack for another. Churchill
had arranged for Major Jack Churchill to serve on Ian
Hamilton's staff, which permitted him to observe at
close hand various military operations. He also penned
the following ditty:

"Y Beach," The Scottish Borderer cried,
while panting up the steep hillside.

Y Beach! To call this thing a beach is stiff;
it's nothing but a bloody cliff.

Why Beach?

Perhaps not quite the Churchillian literary style we are
accustomed to, but it does make the point.

And on the Turkish side were Lt. Colonel (later
Colonel) Kemal Ataturk, who led a determined Turkish
defense and was destined to become the "father" of

modern Turkey, and Ataturk's successor as President,
Ismet Inonii.

As a committed Churchillian, unassailable objec-
tivity regarding the Dardanelles is for me proba-
bly not possible. Nevertheless, after spending

substantial time with the literature and at the site, I have
reached the conclusion that Churchill is, on balance,
more blameless than blameworthy tor the campaign's
tactical failures, and certainly deserves far more credit
than discredit for its strategic vision.

This visit to an area of considerable historical
importance—both ancient and modern—was highly
rewarding. Without the slightest hesitation, I strongly
recommend it. But it would be best to schedule your
trip between April 1st and October 31st, when the cli-
mate is at its best. $5

Note 1: Martin Gilbert tells us that Churchill visited Smyrna (Izmir)
on the Mediterranean in 1910 (see Craig Encer's article this issue),
but evidently not the Dardanelles; and that when he passed through
the Dardanelles on the night of 4 August 1959, aboard Onassis's yacht
Christina, he never saw the Straits. The passage was made deliberately
after he had gone to bed so as not to upset him. Gilbert, Churchill: A
Life, p. 219; and Winston S. Churchill, vol. 8, pp. 1297-98.
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