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DESPATCH BOX

SPEECH-MAKING
Finest Hour 126 was particularly good.

Not only did it contain Sir Martin Gilbert's
superb article on Gallipoli (Churchill is still
blamed for this in Australia, as he is for
Singapore); but also Betsy Foster's article on
Churchill's maiden speech. Please be kind
enough to pass the attached note to Ms.
Foster. I am a retired Senator from
Australia, and I have to admit that it was
the best exposition I have ever seen on the
art of Parliamentary oratory.

—W. C. O'CHEE, BRISBANE

To Betsy Foster: What impressed me
most was that you understood the impor-
tance of sound in conveying emotion. I fre-
quently use particular sounds because they
move the audience in particular ways. I
must admit that in all the time I spent in
politics, I never encountered someone who
understood these concepts so clearly. I think
you have an outstanding future, and I urge
you to continue in your interest of politics.
In looking for your email address I stum-
bled over the fact you received a scholarship
for your journalistic studies under the
Ronald Reagan Future Leaders Scholarship
programme. After Churchill, Reagan was
the greatest communicator in the English
language this century. I strongly urge you to
obtain a copy of his collected letters, as they
are truly outstanding.

CHURCHILL AND TURKEY
William Ives (FH 126) says Churchill

had never seen the Dardanelles. But Peter
de Mendelssohn in The Age of Churchill
(London: Thames & Hudson; New York:
Knopf, 1961) says the 1910 Mediterranean
cruise on Baron de Forest's yacht Honour
stopped at Constantinople after (obviously)
passing through the Dardanelles, while
admitting that Churchill found "little of
interest" in the Straits. WSC himself, in the
last chapter of The World Crisis, vol. 1,
mentions "...the summer of 1909 [when] I
had visited Constantinople..." His date was
off, but do these works not suggest WSC
did actually see the Dardanelles?

—JONATHAN HAYES, SEATTLE

Mr. Ives responds: Mr. Hayes quite
tactfully, and I may say properly, calls into
question my unqualified statement; and
Martin Gilbert's Churchill: A Life seems to
confirm de Mendelssohn. But no one states
that Churchill was actually on board de
Forest's yacht when it passed through the
Dardanelles headed for Constantinople.
Presumably he was, though it might have
passed through the Straits at night.

More puzzling (and perhaps more sig-
nificant) is why Churchill apparently nei-
ther wrote nor said anything anyone
recorded about the Straits. One would have
thought the centuries of rich history associ-
ated with them, their uncommon beauty,
their well-recognized strategic importance—
and the two great ancient forts dramatically
facing each other across the narrows—
would have inspired a suitably Churchillian
comment. De Mendelssohn concurs, as Mr.
Hayes notes, writing on pages 482-83:
"This is all the more strange, since the
political and military position of Turkey
occupied [Churchill] intensely."

Determining the extent of Churchill's
firsthand knowledge of the challenges the
Dardanelles posed to an attacking battle
fleet is not just an arid academic exercise,
but could contribute substantially to our
understanding of his motivations at the
Admiralty in 1914-15.

On behalf of my colleague Mr. Sulutas
and myself, I write to thank you warmly
for your splendid editing of our contribu-
tion to Finest Hour 126. Our piece follows
favourably on the accounts of the
Dardanelles expeditions of 1910, and your
careful editing has added to its clarity and
interest. We are much indebted to you.
—WILLIAM C. BRICE, DIDSBURY, MANCHESTER, UK

I share Mr. Brice's pleasure and am
thrilled with the quality, design, layout and
contents. I am pleased that it was published
on the occasion of the 90th year of the
Dardanelles and Gallipoli campaign. You
have opened for me a brand new horizon:
the world of Winston Churchill. May I
please bring this to your attention: the cor-
rect spelling of my name is "Sulutas."

—MEHMET ALI SULUTAS, YENlSEHlR, TURKEY

What a gorgeous magazine and so well
presented. I like the common thread of
Turkey running through the articles. May
I disagree with one conclusion, in "Churchill
and Turkey, 1943," that "Churchill's diplo-
macy did not meet with obvious success"?
Even before the meeting with Inonii there
was a secret body of British soldiers
engaged in intelligence work, who later
built airfields to protect Turkish cities,
under "aid to Turkey." Some of their fighter
planes were crewed by British airmen.
Check their testimony at www.levantine.-
plus.com/testi37.htm and the summary at
www.levantine.plus.com/book21.htm. I sus-
pect Churchill made sure that the neutrality
of Turkey wasn't strict.

—CRAIG ENCER, BEESTON, NOTTINGHAM, UK $S
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

wo or three years ago I
telephoned Dr. Henry @THE CENTRE
Kissinger's Washington,
D.C. office to inquire as

to his availability to address a
Churchill Centre benefit dinner.
Although I identified myself as
one of his former students, I
explained that I was calling as
President of The Churchill Centre.
His secretary responded: "The whafi

Momentarily taken aback, I repeated
"The Churchill Centre" and briefly
described who we were and what we did.
Again an unwelcome response: "I've
never heard of it." More than a bit irri-
tated, I thanked her for her time and ter-
minated the brief conversation, vowing
that if I ever called again (which I have
not) my reception would be quite different.

I cannot state with any certainty that,
today The Centre would be instantly recognizable by
Dr. Kissinger's office or a score of other offices like it
in the capital of the United States. But I am sure a
major change has occurred since that call. The
Centre's footprint is now much larger and more
sharply defined in Washington, D.C, and far beyond.
We are on the "radar screens" of many organizations
and people of influence. However one wishes to
describe it, The Churchill Centre is a recognized posi-
tive presence in the political hub of the international
community as well as throughout North America, the
United Kingdom and elsewhere.

This much higher level of recognition may be
credited to a number of factors: our established
Washington location, no longer new but definitely
important; a knowledgeable professional staff; the
Library of Congress Exhibit and its attendant academ-
ic and social functions; meaningful relationships with
kindred organizations; numerous continual contacts
with congressional and administration leaders; an
active and supportive local affiliate, the Washington
Society for Churchill; the Churchill Lecture series;
and the willing and valuable assistance of prominent
non-government personalities such Lady Soames,

WIN SOME, LOSE SOME: Officers of The Churchill Centre
constantly strive to create interest in our educational and

historical work among "the Good and the Great." Sometimes
we succeed, sometimes we don't, but the odds of success

are greater today than they were two or three years ago.

Celia Sandys, Winston Churchill, Jack Kemp
and Chris Matthews.

It should now be apparent that those
interested in Churchill, in the conduct
and lessons of 20th century history, in
the essence of leadership, and in the
major tides and currents of the past
hundred years, must belong to The

Churchill Centre. The Centre is widely
understood to be the source of choice for

things Churchill and Churchill-related.
Quotations and references are frequently sought

by and supplied to those in government, in the press
and in academia. Recently, statements for both the
Congressional Record and for the White House were
provided on the 40th anniversary of Sir Winston
Churchill's death. Other organizations seek out the
Centre to participate with them in joint events.
Invitations to attend and become a part of commemo-
rative and educational functions are received with
increasing frequency. And through Finest Hour, our
annual conferences, lectures, symposia, publications
and website, the Centre persistently stokes the fires of
interest in a great man and a historic era. In other
words, we are much more than a blank card in the
rolodex of the worldwide Churchill community.

Regretfully, the Centre and its purposes still
remain unknown among far too many. While substan-
tial efforts during the past two years have somewhat
reduced that universe, it is still far too large. Although
we may say with increasing confidence that the Centre
is reaching the end of the beginning in its quest for
deserved recognition, we
also know that it has
some distance yet to go.
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COVER STORY

DATELINES
LONDON CAN TAKE IT

LONDON, JULY 7TH— We are deeply saddened at the
news of the London bombings and our hearts and
prayers go out to the victims of this barbarous
tragedy and to our many friends in the UK. It is
perhaps ironic that the "Quotation of the Day"on
our website today, from The Sir Winston Churchill
Birthday Book, should be this: "People who are not
prepared to do unpopular things and to defy clam-
our are not fit to be Ministers in times of stress."

—DANIEL N. MYERS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Quotation of the Season

n default of genius
nations have to —
make war as best
they can and, ,

since that quality is much
rarer than the largest and
purest diamonds, most
wars are mainly tales of muddle. But
when from time to time it flashes upon the
scene, order and design with a sense
almost of infallibilty draw out from hazard
and confusion."

—WSC, MARLBOROUGH: HIS LIFE AND TIMES 11:93

IT TAKES A VILLAGE
NEW YORK, JULY 8TH—Yesterday's bomb-

ings in downtown London are pro-
foundly disturbing. In part, that is
because a bombing in our mother
country and closest ally, Britain, is
almost like a bombing in our own
country....Every Muslim living in a
Western society suddenly becomes a
suspect, becomes a potential walking
bomb. And when that happens, it
means Western countries are going to
be tempted to crack down even harder
on Muslim populations....And because
I think that would be a disaster, it is
essential that the Muslim world wake
up to the fact that it has a jihadist
death cult in its midst. If it does not
fight that death cult, that cancer, with-
in its own body politic, it is going to
infect Muslim-Western relations every-
where. Only the Muslim world can
root out that cult. It takes a village.

The greatest restraint on human
behavior is never a policeman or a bor-
der guard. The greatest restraint on
human behavior is what a culture and
a religion deem shameful. Many peo-
ple said Palestinian suicide bombing
was the spontaneous reaction of frus-
trated Palestinian youth. But when
Palestinians decided that it was in their
interest to have a cease-fire with Israel,
those bombings largely stopped. The
village said enough was enough.

The Muslim village has been
derelict in condemning the madness of
jihadist attacks. When Salman Rushdie
wrote a controversial novel involving
the prophet Muhammad, he was sen-
tenced to death by the leader of Iran.
To this day—to this day—no major
Muslim cleric or religious body has
ever issued a fatwa condemning
Osama bin Laden. The double-decker
buses of London and the subways of
Paris, as well as the covered markets of
Riyadh, Bali and Cairo, will never be
secure as long as the Muslim village
and elders do not take on, delegit-
imize, condemn and isolate the
extremists in their midst.
—THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN, THE NEW YORK TIMES

* * *
EDENFIELD, LANCASHIRE, JULY 9TH— W h a t

an end to last week. After the euphoria
of getting the Olympics, the bombings
in London. Mr. Blair handled it well,
even if the G-8 conference appeared to
take somewhat of a back seat. The
consensus seems to be that an attack
was inevitable, but four bombs within
such a short time, and so indiscrimi-
nate.... The emergency services were
wonderful, as they had been fully
trained for such events, but even they
were stretched to their limits. There
are some really evil people about at
present in this world.

On a happier note, the 60th

anniversary of the end of the war in
Europe was celebrated, mainly in
London, but around the country too.
London put on a superb show. There
were enactments of wartime entertain-
ment and Churchill's speeches, deliv-
ered by Robert Hardy, who is looking
more and more like WSC. The Queen
looked to be enjoying the show. She
really does work hard, with services to
attend, memorials to unveil, veterans
to meet, and then the appearance on
the balcony at Buckingham Palace for
the Fly Past and the dropping of a mil-
lion poppies. The cameras depicted an
amazing sight from the top of the
Palace, with people down the Mall as
far as the eye could see. Who says the
monarchy's on its way out?

—DOROTHY JONES

ANCHORAGE, JULY 10TH— Stoicism says
more eloquently than words that terror
cannot change Britain's values or way
of life. Words do have power, however,
and that's why people around the
world have been remembering
Winston Churchill's words during
World War II. Prime Minister Tony
Blair is not Winston Churchill, but he
spoke with a simple directness that the
wartime leader would have appreciated
when he said on Thursday, "We shall
prevail and they shall not."

—ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS
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ONLINE HISTORY LESSON
LONDON, APRIL 4TH— The family of Sir
Winston Churchill has put one of his
most famous speeches online in a pro-
ject to bring new technology to history
lessons. A new website combines the
full audio recording of Sir Winston's
"Sinews of Peace" speech of 1946 with
his annotated transcript, background
information and interpretation, maps
and photographs. It breaks the 45-
minute speech into themes and inter-
prets them against both events of the
time and their relevance today.

The project is a culmination of
an 18-month collaboration between
the Churchill family and MWR, a
company that specialises in using digi-
tal archives in education. MWR
spokesman Martyn Farrows said, "We
will now look at doing the same with
other Churchill speeches and speeches
by other world leaders."

The oration, known as the "Iron
Curtain" speech because Churchill
used the phrase to describe the barrier
enclosing the Soviet sphere in Europe,
may be found at the following loca-
tion: www.churchill-speeches.com.
(You need broadband and Macromedia
Flash Player to access this material; the
website offers downloads.)

BOW TIES ARE BACK
NEW YORK, JULY 14TH— When Tucker
Carlson and producers at MSNBC sat
down to talk about the image he want-
ed to project on his new show, "The
Situation," one issue trumped all oth-
ers. Would Carlson exchange his trade-
mark bow tie for something less
annoying: a
conventional
tie, an open
shirt or even,
say, a bolo?
There was
what Carlson
called the
"effete weenie
factor" of the
bow tie. It
was hard to
see the upside

of that. But despite obvious draw-
backs, Carlson couldn't bring himself
to change neckwear.

Jack Freedman, bow-tie wearer
and director of planning at men's
clothier Paul Stuart, says there is noth-
ing inherently bothersome about bow
ties. Wearing one, he says, is simply a
way of standing out in a crowd: "It's a
statement maker because it's not gener-
ally in fashion. It tells people you're an
individual."

A list of bow-tie devotees reads
like a Who's Who of rugged individual-
ists: Theodore Roosevelt, Charlie
Chaplin, Winston Churchill and Fred
Astaire wore bow ties, as did Senators
Daniel Patrick Moynihan of New York
and Paul Simon of Illinois. These days,
Louis Farrakhan, the leader of the
Nation of Islam; columnist George
Will; Charles Osgood of CBS News;
and OutKasts Andre 3000 and Big
Boi wear bow ties. Boi even has a song
called "Bowtie." Another class of bow-
tied men is the comedians who wear
them ironically, such as Mark Russell,
Pee-wee Herman and Mo Rocca.

Freedman says about ten percent
of his store's customers buy bow ties,
which he says offer more opportunities
for expression than a simple necktie.
Bow ties come in every imaginable
color and fabric and there is no end to
bow-tie shapes.

—WARREN ST. JOHN, THE NEW YORK TIMES

CHURCHILLTRIVIA
EDITOR NEEDED
STARTING 2006

MISSION viEjo, CALIF.— I have decided to
donate my Churchill library to the
Huntington Library, which they will
transfer to their possession at the end
of this year. I have submitted Trivia
columns through Finest Hour 130,
which should provide enough time to
find a suitable replacement for me. It
has been great to work with you and I
enjoyed every minute.

—CURT ZOLLER

Editors response: Curt Zoller has done
a wonderful job extending our long-

running "Churchilltrivia" column
from Barbara Langworth, to the point
where we now have enough questions
and answers to fill a Churchill version
of "Trivial Pursuits." (Now there's an
idea....) The column is not easy to do,
and requires constant reference to past
columns, which we can provide.
Though popular with readers, it will
be retired unless someone would like
to step forward and take Curt's place.
Please contact the editor. »

Anything for a Quid

)N FIGHTS

artoons and pictures of
Churchill blossomed in

the weeks following
July 7th. An advert for low cost
airline Ryanair which refers to

the London bombings has
received almost 200 com-
plaints. It features Winston

Churchill saying: "We shall fly
them to the beaches, we shall

fly them to the hills, we shall fly
them to London!" People

should be encouraged "to live
their lives as normal and not to
be defeated by terror," replied
Peter Sherrard, head of com-
munications for Ryanair. The

Advertising Standards
Authority received 192 com-
plaints, and is considering
whether to investigate. A

spokesman for the Authority
said, "The general nature of
the complaints are that it is
crass and offensive. Other

complaints are that it is insen-
sitive, coming so soon after the
London bombings last week."
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DATELINES

The BBC has paid £50,000 for its new
Churchill Memorial. We could have built

them one for half the price.

OUR CRATEST BRITON
LONDON, MARCH 18TH— Finest Hour 124
(p. 7) asked when the BBC was going
to produce its memorial to Churchill,
promised for the winner in its money-
making "Greatest Briton" contest in
2002. Now we know. The BBC has
spent £50,000 to portray Churchill as
a pile of old boxes.

The memorial, by sculptor Paul
de Monchaux, first lay in state in
Westminster Hall. Its twenty pieces of
oak form a see-through "timber
tower." De Monchaux refers to oak's
"resilience" and the shape of the pile to
represent "the step-by-step, blocked
way that Churchill liked to lay out the
paragraphs of speeches for his texts."

Sir Winston's grandson, Nicholas
Soames MP, said: "My family think it
is absurd. It is not serious, not sensi-
ble, not dignified, just BBC silly. Will
I take my children along to see it? Of
course I bloody won't. Why would you
take any child to see such a ridiculous
thing?" Mr. Soames said he was speak-
ing for most of his family.

Years ago when Churchill was
asked how he wished to be memorial-
ized in London, he said he would like
to see a park bearing his name for East
End children to play in. Forty years
on, batches of mixed-quality memori-
als and an old orange crate later, we
are still waiting for the park.

ANNE BANCROFT R.I.P.
NEW YORK, JUNE 6TH (AP)— The actress

whose portrayal of Lady Randolph
Churchill in Carl Foreman's "Young
Winston" rivalled that of the late Lee
Remick in "Jennie," died today of
uterine cancer, leaving her husband of

four decades, Mel Brooks, and a son,
Maximilian, born 1972.

In a long list of memorable film
and stage roles, Bancroft was best
known for her role as Mrs. Robinson
in "The Graduate." It was a part she
almost didn't take. She said in 2003
that nearly everyone discouraged her
from playing the role of Dustin
Hoffman's middle-aged seductress
"because it was all about sex with a
younger man." Yet Bancroft saw some-
thing deeper, viewing the character as
having unfulfilled dreams and having
been relegated to a conventional life
with a conventional husband. "Film
critics said I gave a voice to the fear we
all have: that we'll reach a certain point
in our lives, look around and realize
that all the things we said we'd do and
become will never come to be—and
that we're ordinary."

Anything but ordinary, Bancroft
was among the
most lauded
actresses of the
1960s and
1970s, earning
five Academy
Award nomina-
tions and one

Oscar, for playing the teacher of a
young Helen Keller in "The Miracle
Worker," a role that also brought her
one of two Tony Awards. "Her combi-
nation of brains, humor, frankness and
sense was unlike any other artist," said
Mike Nichols, who directed her in
"The Graduate." "Her beauty was con-
stantly shifting with her roles, and
because she was a consummate actress
she changed radically for every part."

Bancroft married comedian-
director-producer Brooks in 1964.
They met when she was rehearsing a
musical number, "Married I Can
Always Get," for the Perry Como TV
show. She told her psychiatrist the next
day: "Let's speed this process up—I've
met the right man. See, I'd never had
so much pleasure being with another
human being. I wanted him to enjoy
me too. It was that simple."

—DINO HAZELL, ASSOCIATED PRESS
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ERRATA, FH127
P13 paragraph 2: It should not be

inferred that Pamela Digby Churchill was
American at the time of Sir Winston's
grandson's birth, although she was an
American citizen from 1971 to 1997.

P47 caption: "King's Navee" is from
HMS Pinafore, not Pirates of Penzance.
Apologies to Messrs. Gilbert and Sullivan.

P49: The UK publisher of the official
biography is Heinemann. not Cassell.

P50: Question 1521 should refer to the
grandfather of Pamela Plowden's hus-
band, not Pamela. His name is complicat-
ed. Born Edward George Earle Lytton
Bulwer in 1.803, he wrote The Last Days of
Pompeii in 1834. In 1844 he changed his
surname to Bulwer Lytton. Raised to the
peerage as Lord Lytton in 1866, he died,
as stated, in 1873.

TWO-FINGERED SALUTES
NEW YORK, APRIL 26TH—What do you do

when you cut off a car you didn't see
in your blind spot? How do you say
you're sorry going 65 mph on the
highway? The National Motorists
Association, a Wisconsin-based lobby-
ing group, wants you to give peace a
chance: hold your two fingers in a "V"
with the palm out. This "apology" sig-
nal, they insist, "can defuse the
destructive anger and frustration that
follow these unfortunate encounters."

The peace sign, as it is now
mainly known, has a curious past.
Vietnam War protesters supposedly
took the gesture from President Nixon,
who used the "V for victory" in imita-
tion of Winston Churchill, who made
it universal in World War II. (The
symbol was originated long before,
allegedly by English archers at
Agincourt, who held up their bow fin-
gers to prove that the enemy French
had not cut them off, as threatened.)

But Churchill's advisers had to
caution the Prime Minister to keep his
palm out when he flashed his signal;
when he occasionally forgot and
flashed it palm in, he was giving what
the British charitably describe as "the
forks"—a variation of which Yanks
know as "the one-fingered salute."

And there's the rub. Something
simple can be easily misconstrued. As



Joanne Gorman of the Twin County
Driving School in East Northport,
New York, says: "There are too many
nuts out there. I'd keep my hands
down and just have a look on my face
that says, 'I'm sorry.'"

Robert Sinclair of the Auto-
mobile Club of New York says some
European drivers point three fingers of
their right hand horizontally at their
own head to make an "E" for "Excuse
me!" But that gesture "hasn't made it
across the pond," he says.

—SPENCER RUMSEY, NEW YORKNEWSDAY

CHURCHILL IN CHICAGO
CHICAGO, MAY iiTH— "For the crowd at

the Pritzker Military Library," wrote
Jon Anderson in the Chicago Tribune,

"there was no doubt who was The
Man. 'What do you call yourselves?'
Edward Tracy, the library's executive
director, wondered before introducing
the evening's speaker. 'Churchillians,'
they replied, to a person."

Members and friends of The
Churchill Centre had come to see FH
editor Richard Langworth and to hear
news of the 23rd annual International
Churchill Conference, to be held at
the Drake Hotel from September 27th
to October 1st, 2006. "We'll also be
going out to Cantigny," said TCC
executive director Daniel Myers, refer-
ring to the Robert R. McCormick
Museum, whose library includes the
Churchill Hidden Room (a secret bar).
"There, the longtime Republican pub-

lisher of the Chicago Tribune and his
British guest would bend elbows for
hours even though, as Langworth
observed, Churchill probably would
have voted Democratic in the last
twelve presidential elections of his life,
had he been eligible to vote for U.S.
presidents," Anderson continued.

The main focus was on
Churchill's The Dream, which has just
been republished by Levenger {FH
125:41): a strange 1947 story which
covered the misfortunes of the 20th
century, as related in a fictional con-
versation between Churchill and his
father, Lord Randolph, who had died
over half a century before when
Churchill was only twenty.

The artifice of Churchill's tale »

Reflections: Munich, Yalta, and All That
RIGA, LATVIA, MAY 7TH— The President of the United
States said today that "The agreement at Yalta fol-
lowed in the unjust tradition of Munich and the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. Once again, when power-
ful governments negotiated, the freedom of small
nations was somehow expendable."

This was a remarkably incorrect statement,
given that the President, as historian Jon Meacham
said, has generally been accurate in his historical
references. Triumph and Tragedy should be in the
Oval Office, alongside the bust of Sir Winston.

The Anglo-Americans left Yalta in February
1945 holding certain guarantees with respect to
Polish self-determination, which was about all they
could hope for. It is true that Yalta confirmed Soviet
rule in the Baltic States and much of Eastern
Europe. With the Red Army occupying half the conti-
nent, there were few alternatives except war with
Russia. And as conservative John O'Sullivan wrote,
"Neither Bush nor any other Western statesman
would have launched such a war in those circum-
stances.... Bush's criticism is therefore exaggerated
and unfair."

Things could have been worse. Greece—
thanks to Churchill's oft-denounced "spheres of influ-
ence" agreement with Stalin in 1944—was liberated.
So in the end was Austria. Stalin agreed to enter the
war against Japan. All these were promises he kept.

But his Polish guarantees proved worthless,

and Churchill and Roosevelt were in communication
about what to do next when FDR died in April 1945.
President Truman moved with caution, unwilling to
upset what seemed to him a vital ally. Churchill lost
the July election and was replaced at Potsdam, the
last wartime conference, by Clement Attlee.

In Triumph and Tragedy Churchill wrote that
had he returned to Potsdam, he would have forced a
"showdown" over Poland. What the result would
have been is a matter for conjecture. Much of
Eastern Europe, given reality, had no chance for lib-
erty at Yalta; but this should not be an excuse to
denounce the efforts of Roosevelt and Churchill as
another Munich. (See, e.g., "Churchill and the
Baltic," FH 53-54 or on our website.)

Granted, the President was speaking in the
capital of a country which has its own view, based
on its own experience. I recall a conversation with
the Mayor of Liepaja, the southernmost Latvian port,
on a visit to my ancestral land in 1995. "You should
have nuked them in 1945," he said of the Russians,
telling us about the Soviet occupation he had
endured as a boy. I said the British and American
public in 1945 would never have stood for such a
thing. The Mayor persisted: "You should have nuked
them. Think of how much blood and treasure you
would have saved yourselves, not to mention us."

As in many things, what you think often
depends on where you grew up. —Editor
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is that, before he can explain his own

substantial role in preventing even

worse disasters, his father says it was a

shame he didn't go into politics—"You

might have done a lot to help." Then,

he disappears. Levenger kindly sup-

plied some fifty copies of the book

which sold to benefit the Centre.

No hagiographer, our Editor

fielded a wide variety of questions

from the audience on a myriad of top-

ics with expert recall and candor:

"Churchill wasn't always right, or even

admirable—-but the average wasn't too

bad." Asked about Charles de Gaulle,

he recalled Churchill's statement that

"He thinks he is Joan of Arc—but my

bishops won't let me burn him!" Yet

despite their disagreements, Langworth

added, their relationship was one of

respect, and when Churchill died de

Gaulle sent a message: "In the great

drama, he was the greatest."

Many questions involved

Churchill the writer, whose collected

works cover some 19,000 pages.

Churchill would work late at night,

padding up and down in his slippers,

dictating to teams of secretaries.

A video of the talk is viewable at

www.pritzkermilitarylibrary.org/events/

2005-05-11-richardlangworth.jsp
—PHILIP AND SUSAN LARSON

MORE CHICAGO NEWS
WHEATON, JUNE 26TH— Philip and Susan

Larson spoke by invitation at

Cantigny, the former estate of Robert

S. McCormick, in celebration of the

Chicago Tribunes Robert R.

McCormick Fiftieth Anniversary. They

spoke in the mansion's library on the

long and unique relationship Churchill

and McCormick shared over nearly

forty years. Other speakers included

McCormick biographer Richard

Norton Smith and Rick Kogan of

WGN Radio.

The Larsons revealed many

interesting comments by McCormick

such as after his first interview with

Churchill in 1915: "...he is the most

aggressive person I have ever met."

They told about the Tribunes front

LOCAL CONTACTS
TCC Official Affiliates in Bold Face

Local Affairs Coordinator:
Judy Kambestad (jammpott@aol.com)

1172 Cambera Lane, Santa Ana CA 92705
tel. (714) 838-4741; fax (714) 838-8899

DEPUTY COORDINATOR, Eastern U.S. and
Canada: Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)

2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 509-5430, fax (770) 565-5925

DEPUTY COORDINATOR, UK and World:
Paul Courtenay (ndege@tiscali.co.uk)

Park Lane Lodge, Quarley
Andover, Hampshire SP11 8QB UK

tel. (01264) 889627

Alaska: Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of Alaska
Judith & Jim Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu)

2410 Galewood St., Anchorage AK 99508
tel. (907) 786-4740; fax (907) 786-4647

Arizona: Churchill Centre Arizona
Larry Pike (lvpike@Chartwellgrp.com)

4927 E. Crestview Dr., Paradise Valley AZ 85253
bus. tel. (602) 445-7719; cell (602) 622-0566

California Desert: Churchillians of the Desert
David Ramsay (rambo85@aol.com)

74857 S. Cove Drive, Indian Wells CA 92210
tel. (760) 837-1095

Churchillians of Southern California
Leon J. Waszak (leonwaszak@aol.com)

235 South Ave. #66, Los Angeles CA 90042
tel. (323) 257-9279; bus. tel. (818) 240-1000 x5844

Chicago: Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)

22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
tel. (708) 352-6825

Dallas: Emery Reves Churchillians
John Restrepo (cunengland@aol.com)

4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dallas TX 75205
tel. (214) 522-7201

Detroit: Gary Bonine (bo9@charter.net)
3609 Lake George Road, Dryden MI 48428

tel. (810) 796-3180

England North: ICS/UK Northern Chapter
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage"

Station Road, Goldsborough
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5 8NT

tel. (01432) 863225

Florida North:
Richard Streiff (streiffr@bellsouth.net)

81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel. (352) 378-8985

Georgia: Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)
2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062

tel. (770) 509-5430; fax (770) 565-5925

Nebraska: Churchill Round Table of Neb.
John Meeks (jmeeks@wrldhstry.com)

7720 Howard Street #3, Omaha NE 68114
tel. (402) 968-2773

New England Churchillians
Joseph L. Hern (jhern@fhmboston.com)

340 Beale Street, Quincy MA 02170
res. tel. (617) 773-1907; bus. tel. (617) 248-1919

Churchill Society of New Orleans
Edward F. Martin

2328 Coliseum St., New Orleans LA 70130
tel. (504) 582-8152

North Carolina Churchillians
A. Wendell Musser MD (amusser@nc.rr.com)

1214 Champions Pointe Drive
Durham NC 27712; tel. (919) 593-0804

Ohio: Northern Ohio Churchillians
Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)

1301 East 9th St. #3500, Cleveland OH 44114
tel. (216) 781-1212

Washington Society for Churchill
Christopher H. Sterling, Pres. (chriss@gwu.edu)

4507 Airlie Way, Annandale VA 22003
tel. (202) 994-0363

Toronto: Other Club of Ontario
Norm & Jean MacLeod (jeana@idirect.com)

16 Glenlaura Ct., Ashburn ON LOB 1AO
tel. (905) 655-4051

THE RT HON
SIR WINSTON S. CHURCHILL

SOCIETY, CANADA

Calgary: Rick Billington, Pres. (rnbill@telus.net)
2379 Longridge Drive, Calgary AB T3E 5N7

tel. (403) 249-5016

Edmonton: Robert Dunn, Pres. (rolana@shaw.ca)
Box 2, Suite 208, RR2, Edmonton AB T8N 1M9
res. tel. (904) 388-7443; bus. tel. (780) 973-5549

British Columbia: Christopher Hebb, Pres.
(cavell_capital@telus.net)

1806-1111 W. Georgia Street, Vancouver BC
V6E 4M3; tel. (604) 209-6400

Vancouver Is.: Victor Burstall (burst@shaw.ca)

P. O. Box 2114, Sidney, BC V8L 3S6
tel. (250) 727-7345
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page article in 1900, entitled
"Winston Spencer Churchill Who
May Some Day Be Premier of
England." They indicated that the
relationship was unusual in that
McCormick was well known to be
decidedly anti-British. A feature article
on the Churchill-McCormick relation-
ship will be published in FH next year.

In November, Churchill Friends
will join others around the world to
celebrate Winston Churchill's 131st
birthday in Chicago. Details are still
being developed. A mailing announc-
ing the meeting will be sent to all CC
members. For further information,
please call the Larsons at 708-352-
6825 or email parker-fox@msn.com.

WSC AS DUMBLEDORE
NEW YORK, JULY 15TH— The Wall Street
Journals Jonathan Last contends that
the latest "Harry Potter" book is an
allegory based on Churchill, Hitler
and Roosevelt: "The parallels between
this book and Britain's prewar dither-
ing are so great that the book is per-
haps best read as a light companion to
Alone, the second volume of William
Manchester's biography of Winston
Churchill," writes Last. The arch-
fiend-spook Valdemar is based on
Hitler. Dumbledore, the kindly but
wise and righteous master of the
school for little wizards, is Churchill in
his Wilderness Years, warning of the
impending assault by evil, to the
annoyance of the witchly establish-
ment. Potter, the student, is an imma-
ture and undeveloped, but quickly
growing and potentially mighty force,
who can tip the balance: thusly
FDR/America.

Terry McGarry writes: "The
putative allegory gets quite detailed
(often the sign of barmily manic allegory-
detectors) and there are people/things
matchups for, among others, Halifax
and The Times of London. Maybe this
is the way to bring Churchill to the
younger generation: 'You've read Harry
Potter—but have you read the original?
Here's the exciting true tale of the real
Dumbledore!'" $

AROUND & ABOUT
he predicted fall of the West, and the blithe

I way the West is marching lemming-like
toward the precipice, torments Oriana Fallaci, the
Italian historian indicted in her homeland for "vilifying" Islam. In an
interview with The Wall Street Journal's Tunku Varadarajan, Fallaci
says: "Look at the school system of the West today. Students do not
know history! They don't know who Churchill was! In Italy they don't
even know who Cavour was! [—the conservative father, with the rad-
ical Garibaldi, of modern Italy]....Europe needs a Cavour. I cry,
sometimes, because I'm not twenty years younger, and I'm not
healthy. But if I were, I would even sacrifice my writing to enter poli-
tics somehow."

* * *

Abill approved March 13th by the Florida Senate Criminal Justice
Committee would, in part, exempt actors from a state constitu-

tional amendment that limits smoking to stand alone bars, designated
hotel rooms and home offices. Sen. Mike Haridopolos (R-
Melboume), tried to remove the language from the bill, saying the
constitutional amendment set clear limits and the Legislature should
enforce rules instead of finding exemptions to them.

Haridopolos' amendment failed on a 5-3 vote, with those who
want the stage exemption scoffing at the idea. Sen. Jim King (R.-
Jacksonville), said he couldn't imagine a play on Mark Twain that
didn't include a lit pipe, or Winston Churchill being depicted without a
cigar. Sen. Rod Smith (D.-Alachua) said, "I find it amazing that we
would now think that you could do 'Oh! Calcutta!' on the stage buck
naked, simulating sex as long as you don't light a cigarette. This silli-
ness has gone too far." The late Sir Robert Rhodes James wasn't
even sure this liberality would last, remarking to us at a Churchill
symposium: "Some day even sex will be banned in your country." But
maybe not, as long as you don't light up.

* * *

The old rumor that Jennie Jerome invented the Manhattan cock-
tail continues to surface, most recently in a recipe using Maker's

Mark bourbon in the May 4th Cincinnati Post: "Manhattan: bourbon, a
couple dashes of bitters, sweet vermouth, served up or on ice, gar-
nished with a cherry. This cocktail originated at New York's
Manhattan Club in 1870. It was invented at a banquet hosted by
Jennie Jerome (Lady Randolph Churchill, Winston's mother) in honor
of presidential candidate Samuel J. Tilden."

We have often suspected that the story must be false
because in those days, ladies were not admitted to the Manhattan
Club, let alone to host banquets. Can anyone put us right on this? $
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CHURCHILLIANS
REVITALIZE THE TORONTO

CHURCHILL MEMORIAL
TORONTO— Finest Hour 117:12 men-
tioned that on 23 October last year a
fund raising campaign had com-
menced, by ICS-Canada and the
Churchill Society for the Advancement
of Parliamentary Democracy, to im-
prove the landscaping around the
Churchill statue in Nathan Phillips
(City Hall) Square. The date was signif-
icant, being the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the installation of the Toronto statue.

Over C$30,000 was raised and
used to install eight park benches, trees
and four plaques covering aspects of the
Great Man's life. The texts, drafted by
local members, were reviewed by Sir
Martin Gilbert, who suggested minor
changes. Framed copies of the plaques
(full size 32x22") will be shown at the
Quebec Conference. Excerpts from one
of the plaques follows; the full texts are
available by email from the editor.

—TERRY REARDON

Churchill, Toronto and Canada

"I love coming to Canada. Canada
is the master-link in Anglo-American
unity, apart from her own glories. God
bless your Country."

Churchill had a deep affection for
Canada, which he referred to as "the
linchpin of the English-speaking peo-
ples." The City of Toronto played a spe-
cial role in this Canadian connection.

1 Churchill first visited Canada in
1 the winter of 1900-01, the veteran of

four military campaigns, the author of
five books, a newly elected Member of
Parliament and, as the result of his es-
cape from captivity during the Boer
War, world-famous. He spoke about his
wartime experiences to full houses.

In the summer of 1929, he made
his second trip to Canada, travelling by
rail from Quebec City to British Co-
lumbia. His developing love of Canada
led him to write to his wife: "Darling I
am greatly attracted to this country. Im-
mense developments are going for-
ward—Never in my whole life have I
been welcomed with so much genuine

Winston Cbarchtll

Interpretive plaques ensure this is one Churchill Memorial where no one will ever ask,
{ "Who was that man?" Supporters (lower right) include ICS-Canada officers Randy
Barber, Jeanette Webber and Charles Anderson, past Churchill Centre President John

Plumpton and their spouses, along with numerous ICS Canada members.

interest & admiration as throughout
this vast country....I am profoundly
touched; & I intend to devote my
strength to interpreting Canada to our
people & vice versa."

In September 1939, Canada joined
Great Britain in declaring war on Ger-
many. In August 1941, Churchill met
with U.S. President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt in Placentia Bay, Newfoundland,
where they signed the Atlantic Charter.
After Pearl Harbour in December 1941,
Churchill addressed the Canadian
House of Commons on December
30th. Recalling the taunt of the French
generals that Britain would soon have
its neck wrung like a chicken, he coun-
tered boldly, "Some chicken!" and,
when the laughter died down, "Some
neck!" He returned to Canada in 1943
and 1944 for the two Quebec Confer-
ences with President Roosevelt hosted

by Prime Minister Mackenzie King.
Canada's contribution in World

War II was enormous. Of a population
of eleven million, more than one mil-
lion served in the armed forces,
these, 42,000 were killed and 54,000
wounded. Canada spent $18 billion on
the war and also gave $3-5 billion to
Britain and the Allies—stupendous
sums of money in those days.

In 1958 Churchill became the first
person to be offered the Freedom of the
City of Toronto. Upon his death on 2
January 1965, newspapers across t e
country published tributes to him wi
the Toronto Telegram stating:
marches today in the glittering P>"oce*
sion of history. He marches erect,
strong and determined. Probably *
man in history has come closer to
attainment of immortality than
great commoner."
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CALENDAR

Contact the Centre for all events
except November 28-30th: (888)

WSC-1874, info@winstonchurchill.org

2005
Quebec, September 29th-October 2nd:

22nd Intl. Churchill Conference

Washington, October 18th:
Fifth Churchill Lecture: Sir Martin

Gilbert, George Washington University

Chicago, November 8th
Churchill Centre Benefit and Award

Dinner for Tom Brokaw

Chicago, November 28th
Churchill birthday celebration,

Hotel Intercontinental. Speaker:
HM Consul General Andrew Seaton

Anchorage, Boston, and other venues,
November 30th: Sir Winston

Churchill's 131st birthday celebrations.
Local members will be notified.

2006
Chicago, 27 September-1 October:

23rd Intl. Churchill Conference

2007
Vancouver, B.C., September 12-15th:

24th Intl. Churchill Conference

HELP WANTED
Finest Hour has recently acquired a fine
young deputy editor, Robert Courts in
England, who is playing an important
role in the magazine's production. We
wish to add another deputy editor in
the USA, with layout experience, and
familiar with Quark Express (either
Windows or Mac), along with other as-
pects of editing. Contact the Editor.

HARDY LOOKS BACK
LONDON, JANUARY 15TH— Honorary mem-
ber Robert Hardy, for our money still
the best Churchill actor ever, in an in-
terview with York Membery: "Take each
day as it comes, do everything you do to
the best of your ability, and try not to
hurt others. I've always done my best to
live up to this, although I'm not sure
I've always succeeded." Good words. $

"REARM TO PARLEY"
Churchill famously

remarked, "I do not hold
that we should rearm in
order to fight. I hold that
we should rearm in order
to parley." Martin Gilbert,
said he first heard it in a
speech made by Edward Kennedy in the early 1960s, in which
Senator Kennedy referred back to Churchill's phrase of "ten years
earlier." Former Assistant Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz
recently referred to Churchill's using the phrase in 1949.

Sen. Kennedy and Sec. Wolfowitz are close (more than they
usually are!). Churchill used the phrase in a broadcast, "Our Political
Future," on 8 October 1951, just before the general election which
returned him to power. (Rhodes James, Winston S. Churchill: His
Complete Speeches, 8 vols., New York: Bowker, 1974, VI11:8267.

CORNUCOPIA OF POLITICAL WISDOM
Carlos Rivera (www.puertoricopic.com) is the author of an inter-

esting new book, Leadership: Past, Present & Future (Longwood,
Fla.: Power Publications, 2005), which includes several examples of
Churchill's wit and wisdom. Mr. Rivera asked us to provide attribution
to several quotations, reminding us of how good they were:

• The most important ability of a politician "...is to foretell
what is going to happen tomorrow, next week, next month, and next
year—and to have the ability afterwards to explain why it didn't hap-
pen." Reply to a reporter who asked, in 1902, "What are the desirable
qualifications for any young man who wishes to become a politician?"
(Halle, Irrepressible Churchill, Cleveland: World, 1966, 30).

• On words and writing: "Broadly speaking, the short words
are the best, and the old words best of all." —London, 2Nov49.
"Personally I like short words and vulgar fractions." —Margate,
10Oct53. (Czamomski, The Wisdom of Winston Churchill, London:
Allen &Unwin, 1956.)

• The 1898 cavalry charge at Omdurman: "I never felt the
slightest nervousness and felt as cool as I do now." —4 September
1898, to his mother, Lady Randolph Churchill. (Randolph Churchill,
Winston S. Churchill: Youth, London: Heinemann, 1966, 416.)

• "Courage is rightly esteemed the first of human
qualities...because it is the quality which guarantees all others." (On
King Alfonso of Spain, Churchill's book of essays, Great
Contemporaries, London: Thornton Butterworth, 1937, ch. 13.)

BOSSOM, BOTTOM, BOSOM
Vardan Astrid from Bulgaria asked us when Churchill said (of Sir

Alfred Bossom): "Neither one thing nor the other!"
According to Kay Halle's excellent and well-attributed quotations

book, Irrepressible Churchill (page 118), Churchill made this remark in
1932, as an aside to a colleague in the House of Commons when Sir
Alfred Bossom was speaking. He thought the word "Bossom" was
odd because it was neither "bottom" nor "bosom." Halle notes that
Alfred Bossom, a successful modern architect as well as a Member of
Parliament, was known for the lavish parties at his house at Carlton
House Gardens, London. &
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RIDDLES, MYSTERIES, ENIGMAS

It is widely published in
South Africa that our erst-
while Prime Minister, Jan
Smuts, who was good friends

with Churchill and a member ofWSC's
War Cabinet, served by an act of default
as the Prime Minister of Britain for two
days when Churchill was out of the
country, because he was the senior leader
in Britain at the time. Can you help us
on this one?

—Matthew Buckland, Publisher,
Mail & Guardian Online, Johannesburg

A Although a member Lloyd-
• George's War Cabinet in 1917-

18, Smuts was not a member of the
Churchill War Cabinet, though he
attended its meetings by invitation
when visiting England.

Winston Churchill had such a
high opinion of Smuts that he toyed
with the idea of leaving him in charge
when he went to the Teheran confer-
ence in November 1943, but this
never happened. The constitutional
difficulties would have been almost
insuperable; Smuts would probably
have had to be created a peer, with a
seat in the House of Lords, in order to
have been able to govern. Yet as early
as 1940 Jock Colville (then WSC's
assistant private secretary) thought that
if anything happened to Churchill,
Smuts should replace him; Colville
went so far as mentioning this idea to
his mother, who was a lady-in-waiting
to Queen Mary and thus in a position
to mention it to Her Majesty in the
expectation that it would filter through
to her son, the King.

Q ^The famous portrait ofWSC in
• RAF uniform shows him sporting

wings of the RAF. Are you able to tell me
when he was awarded them?

A^ Wings are for pilots only, but on
\ 1 April 1943, the 25th anniver-

sary of the creation of the Royal Air
Force, the Air Council, with the King's
approval, awarded Churchill honorary
wings. Thus any photo or painting of
WSC in RAF uniform can be instantly

dated as either before or after 1 April
1943. Churchill acknowledged this
honor in the following letter to Air
Marshal Sir Bertine Sutton (Air
Member for Personnel):

"Dear Air Marshal Sutton,
"I take it as a high compliment

that the Air Council should wish to
give one of their honorary com-
modores his honorary wings. I value
this distinction the more because it
comes to me on the 25 th anniversary
of the formation of the Royal Air
Force. My memories go back six years
earlier, when in 1912, as First Lord of
the Admiralty, I began to cherish the
Royal Naval Air Service.

"I consider that Marshal of the
Royal Air Force Lord Trenchard is the
founder of the Royal Air Force. He it
was who proposed to me, when I was
Air Minister in 1919, that Mesopo-
tamia should be held by air power,
thus releasing a number of army divi-
sions, which cost us £40,000,000 a
year to maintain in that country. This
proved, in a manner patent to all intel-
ligent minds, the immediate part
which the air would play not only in
war but in peace.

"Since those now distant days,

Send your questions

to the editor

we have had the
epic of the Battle of
Britain, upon which,
under Providence, the
freedom of the world,
perhaps for several generations, was
staked. The name of Sir Hugh
Dowding is linked with this historic
episode.

"At this moment, we may say
without vanity that the Royal Air
Force—taken all in all—is 'Second to
None.' At this moment it is the spear-
point of the British offensive against
the proud and cruel enemy who boast-
ed that he would 'erase' the cities of
our native land, and hoped to lay all
the lands under his toll and thrall. As
the world conflict deepens, the war
future of the Royal Air Force glows
with a still brighter and fiercer light.

"I am honoured to be accorded a
place, albeit out of kindness, in that
comradeship of the air which guards
the life of our island and carries doom
to tyrants, whether they flaunt them-
selves or burrow deep."

—PAUL H. COURTENAY

Churchill's Personal Airplanes

Q Churchill's personal aircraft was made available to a
• group of British-trained Czechoslovak paratroopers

on 28 June 1944 for actions behind enemy lines and, in fact,
took them on that day from airfield in Reading to Algiers.

What was its name? —Dr. Jan A. Klinka, Victoria, B.C.

A:We could find no mention of the mission in the two
• books about Churchill's aircraft, and hope a reader

will be able to clarify. The planes were "Ascalon," a DC3; and
"Commando," a converted Liberator bomber. The books

were Ascalon by Jerrard Tickell (London: Hodder &
Stoughton, 1964); and The Man Who Flew Churchill by Bruce

West (Toronto and New York: McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1974). $
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LEADING CHURCHILL MYTHS

LEGEND OF TONYPANDY
he strike in Tonypandy,
Wales, grew from a dispute
concerning wage differen-
tials in the working of hard
and soft seams. Between

25,000 and 30,000 men and many
coal pits were involved. After looting
began, local authorities appealed to the
War Office for troops. Churchill con-
sulted the Secretary of War, Haldane,
and they agreed instead to send police,
but to hold troops in reserve near by.

In the official biography, vol.
2*, Churchill's son Randolph wrote
that WSC's conduct was "grotesquely
distorted, and it has become a part of
socialist demonology that Churchill
sent troops who fired upon the miners
....Fortunately, a contemporary
account of the truth survives in words
written before the lie had ever been
born." (See box at right.)

Although his father's instincts
were as Randolph represented them,
Winston Churchill did in the end send
troops as support to civil authority.
And, Geoffrey Best writes in his
Churchill: A Study in Greatness
(London: Hambledon, 2001), "he was
to do the same again and again
(whether the civil authority asked for
them or not) in the summer of 1911"
during strikes by longshoremen, min-
ers and railway workers. Not all of
Churchill's Cabinet colleagues became
as worked up as he did....".

But "Churchill did not see
himself as an 'enemy of the people.'
He perceived himself as a benevolent
friend to the working class, a promoter
of social welfare, and the protector of
unions' rights and of everybody's civil
rights; and indeed the record shows
that he was in all those things. But the
record also shows how little he was

* Winston S. Churchill, vol. II, Young Statesman
1901-1914, by Randolph S. Churchill.
London: Heinemann, 1967, 373-77.

"IN 1911, HOME SECRETARY WINSTON CHURCHILL SENT

TROOPS AGAINST THE STRIKING MINERS OF TONYPANDY."

This legend has been around a long time; subsequent elabora-

tions include the claim that the troops used machine guns.

prepared to see everybody's civil rights
and the security of the state endan-
gered by civil disorder and revolution-

ary activism. The legend of 'Tony-
pandy' after all had some justice in
it, though for the wrong reason."

WSC to the King
[? 10 November 1910] Copy [? Draft]

Reports today from the whole of the Rhondda Valley are satisfactory.
Absolute order has been maintained around all the threatened collieries. A
few trifling incidents of windowbreaking have occurred in two of the villages.
The 1,400 Police at the disposal of the Chief Constable will, it is expected, be
able not merely to prevent attacks upon the collieries but to control the
whole district and to deal promptly with any sign of a disorderly gathering
large or small. No need for the employment of the military is likely to
occur....

With regard to the action taken by the Home Office on Tuesday, the
following facts should be known:

The 400 Cavalry and Infantry which were sent for by the Chief
Constable on Monday night were not started by the Secretary of State for
War or by the Home Secretary, but were sent, pending superior instructions,
by the General Officer Commanding of the Southern Command. Up to 10
o'clock on Tuesday morning the Home Office had no knowledge of this
movement or of the necessity for it. At 11 o'clock Mr. Churchill, after con-
sulting with Mr. Haldane and communicating by telephone with the Chief
Constable of Glamorgan at Tonypandy, definitely decided to employ Police
instead of Military to deal with disorder, and, while moving troops near to
the scene of disturbance, to keep them in the background until it was certain
that Police methods had proved insufficient. From this policy there has been
no change whatever....

The Chief Constable of Glamorgan concurred in the substitution of
the Metropolitan Police for the Infantry, who were halted at Swindon, and
the Cavalry were told to proceed no further than Cardiff and to await further
instructions there. General Macready [Commander of the 2nd Infantry
Brigade] was specially selected to take charge of any military forces which
might be required to support the police....

All the attacks of the rioters upon the Glamorgan Colliery were, how-
ever, successfully repulsed by the Chief Constable with the County Police at
his disposal, and when the Metropolitan Police arrived the rioters had already
been beaten from the collieries without the aid of any reinforcement either of
London Police or Military...

The whole district is now in the effective control of the police, and
there appears to be no reason at present why the policy of keeping the mili-
tary out of direct contact with the rioters should be departed from.
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125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

125 YEARS AGO:
Autumn 1880 • Age 6

"A recurring sense of disgust"

he "Fourth Party," in which
Churchill's father Lord
Randolph was a key mem-
ber, continued to draw
attention. The Times wrote:

"The rise of a small body of
Conservative free-lances below the
gangway, of whom Lord Randolph
Churchill and Mr. Gorst are the chiefs,
is a curious incident, and has originat-
ed the half-serious nickname...."

Prime Minister Gladstone's pre-
decessor Benjamin Disraeli, now Lord
Beaconsfield, noticed them as well. In
his biography of his father, Churchill
wrote that "Dizzy" was the Fourth
Party's "most powerful antagonist and
their mainstay. His quick eye discerned
very early in the session the menace
that was growing below the gangway,
and he hastened to respond to the
challenge....they returned by other
paths unwearied to the attack."

Churchill gently suggested that
his father's private letters "do not lend
themselves to publication as readily as
those of some other eminent persons.
They are spontaneous and scrappy.
They deal with the little ordinary com-
monplaces of the writer's life. They
reflect his mood at the moment....Any
piece of gossip, any quaint conceit or
joke or piece of solemn drollery, any
sharp judgment that occurred to him
went upon the paper without an after-
thought. Every passing shadow or
gleam of sunlight which fell upon him
marked his pages with strong contrasts
of feeling often extravagantly and reck-
lessly expressed. Nevertheless his corre-
spondence with Sir Henry Wolff has
an air of gay and generous friendship,
strong with an attractiveness of its
own. But there runs through it a recur-
ring sense of weariness and of disgust
at politics, which seems to have alter-
nated with his periods of great exertion
even during these most merry and suc-
cessful years of his life."

by Michael McMenamin

1905: "...the best-hated man in English politics. He will ever be a leader,

whether of a forlorn hope or of a great Party."—Alexander Maccallum Scott

"The first time you meet Winston you see all his faults, and the rest of

your life you spend in discovering his virtues." —Pamela Lytton

100 YEARS AGO
Autumn 1905 • Age 31
"Thirty-one is very old"

Acentury ago Churchill completed
his biography of his father (for

which he was paid, in current value,
over £350,000), and witnessed the first
published biography of Churchill him-
self. His biographer was the Liberal
writer Alexander MacCallum Scott,
who said that except for Joseph
Chamberlain (a party-switcher like
Churchill but in the opposite direc-
tion, from Liberals to Tories),
Churchill was "probably the best-hated
man in English politics. He will ever
be a leader, whether of a forlorn hope
or of a great Party. Already in the
House of Commons he leads by a nat-
ural right which no man can dispute.
He does the inevitable act which no
one had thought of before; he thinks
the original thought which is so simple
and obvious once it has been uttered;
he coins the happy phrase which
expresses what all men have longed to
say, and which thereafter comes so
aptly to every man's tongue."

On 30 November, Churchill cel-
ebrated his birthday and wrote to his
mother that "Thirty-one is very old."
Four days later, the Conservative gov-
ernment resigned and ten days after
his birthday, Churchill became a
junior minister in the new Liberal gov-
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ernment. Churchill asked for and
received the post of Under-Secretary of
State at the Colonial Office, where he
would conduct all the department's
business in the House of Commons
because the head of the Colonial
Office, Lord Elgin, sat in the Lords.
Churchill's cousin, the Duke of
Marlborough, wrote to him: "I am
truly glad....You don't realize yet what
a position is now offered to you. Your
speeches will be read throughout the
Colonies and you alone will be the
mouthpiece of the Govt...."

On 13 December, Churchill
dined with Edward Marsh, who had
talked to WSC's old flame, Pamela,
Lady Lytton, to learn more about his
new chief, about whom Marsh had
some misgivings. Her comment, Marsh
wrote, "was one of the nicest things that
can ever have been said about anybody.
'The first time you meet Winston you
see all his faults, and the rest of our life
you spend in discovering his virtues';
and so it proved."

75 YEARS AGO:
Autumn 1930 • Age 56
"My dearest Mend"

Churchill's autobiography, My Early
Life: A Roving Commission, was

published in October to widespread
acclaim. His friend T.E. Lawrence
wrote to him saying, "A hundred times



as I read it I knocked my hands
together, saying 'That's himself.' I
wonder if those who do not know you
(the unfortunate majority today, and
all the future) will see the whole
Winston in the book, or not?"

Prime Minister MacDonald
wrote, "When I have the hardihood to

put mine in the
window you will
have a copy in
grateful
exchange for
this. But then,
there is no
chance of mine
ever coming
unless some old
fishwife turns
biographer. You
are an interest-
ing cuss—I, a

dull dog. May yours bring you both
credit & cash."

On 14 October, Stanley Baldwin
publicly acquiesced in Neville
Chamberlain's demand that the
Conservatives support tariffs at the
next election, something the still
ostensibly free trader Churchill vehe-
mently opposed. He drafted a letter to
Baldwin stating, "I refuse categorically
to seek a mandate from the electorate
to impose taxes upon the staple foods
of this overcrowded island. There are
perhaps twenty million people alive in
Great Britain to-day who would not be
in existence but for their power to pur-
chase at world prices world wheat and
meat, with neither of which they can
ever adequately supply themselves....
Not only should we lessen and perhaps
destroy our chance of securing a
Conservative or non-Socialist govern-
ment, but we should expose the newly-
forged links of Imperial union to the
most perilous strains...." But Churchill
did not make the letter public, as had
been his intent. Instead, he showed
Baldwin, who urged him not to make
his opposition public: "From what you
said in your letter, I fear this may be
the occasion when you feel it necessary
to express your dissent. I hope not.
But I am confident that nothing will

disturb a friendship that I value."
Chamberlain wrote in like vein:

"I hope you will consider the whole
situation very carefully before taking
any irrevocable step....Whatever you
ultimately decide to do, I hope we
shall not find ourselves driven into
opposite camps when there is so much
about which we are in agreement."

In the event, Churchill decided
not to make his opposition public,
sensing correctly that few Conservative
members of Parliament would follow
his lead.

At the
time, Churchill
was greatly sad-
dened by the
untimely death
of his best
friend, RE.
Smith, Lord
Birkenhead. On
30 October, he
told a meeting
of The Other
Club, which he
and F.E. had
founded in 1911: "We miss his wis-
dom, his gaiety, the broad human
companionship and comradeship
which he always displayed and excited
from his friends. We admired his
grand intellect and massive good sense.
He was a rock; a man one could love,
a man one could play with, and have
happy jolly times. At this narrow table
where he sat so often among us, we
feel his loss now. He loved this Club.
He was always happy here....I do not
think anyone knew him better than I
did, and he was, after all, my dearest
friend."

50 YEARS AGO
Autumn 1955 • Age 81
'Working at the book"

Churchill, seeking warmth and
"paintaceous" surroundings, had

decided to spend the autumn season in
the south of France at Lord
Beaverbrook's villa, La Capponcina,
where he painted and worked on a

preface to his History of the English-
Speaking Peoples. He wrote to Lord
Beaverbrook on 6 October: "We have
had a very pleasant three weeks here,
and Clemmie is better. The Chef is
excellent, and the garden lovely. I have
painted another picture, and so far I
have not spoiled it, which is some-
thing....! think of you in your cold,
bleak, winter-ridden country with won-
der and admiration that you have
made this sacrifice for me. But perhaps
you like to do it. That would only
make it better."

During his stay, Churchill's wife
Clementine had returned to England
and he wrote to her on 15 October:
"Today it is raining, and the prophets
predict at least two days of similar
weather. There is no doubt you were
well advised to leave when you did. I
have been working at the book. I hope
that Miss Pugh [Doreen Pugh, one of
his secretaries, and for many years a
volunteer at Chartwell] gave you the
ninth and tenth sections. You must
not judge by the end. It is incomplete,
and I have not looked at it (except
"The Great Republic") for fifteen
years. There is, however, plenty of time
as it is not required until October
1958."

On Churchill's 81st birthday on
30 November, President Eisenhower
wrote him that the English-speaking
peoples and the entire world "are the
better for the wisdom of your counsel,
for the inspiration of your unflagging
optimism and for the heartening
example of your shining courage. You
have been a towering leader in the
quest for peace, as you were in the bat-
tle for freedom through the dark days
of war."

Churchill replied: "Your letter
has moved me more than I can tell
you. As you know, it is my deepest
conviction that it is on the friendship
between our two nations that the hap-
piness and security of the free peoples
rests—and indeed that of the whole
world. Your eloquent words have once
more given me proof, if it were need-
ed, that you share my own feelings and
reciprocate my personal affection." M
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