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ER, ABOUT THOSE AIRCRAFT
The cover of Finest Hour 127 is a

monstrosity. The aircraft at extreme right is
presumably a Hurricane—86% of our air-
craft were initially Hurricanes—but it is
given the Spitfire's elliptical wings! The
other two aircraft have a portly profile, four
guns instead of eight, and appear to be
powered by six-cylinder engines instead of
twelves. The cockpit of the aircraft at lower
left is given four panels on the exposed side,
and resembles neither a Spitfire nor a
Hurricane, having no visible radiator at all.
Ugh! There are literally thousands of photos
of those aircraft. Might not the artist have
seen one of them? Admittedly most of those
who flew them are dead. But not all! I con-
tinue to enjoy Finest Hour.

SIR ANTHONY MONTAGUE BROWNE KCMG CBE
DFC, HIGH HALDEN, KENT

Editor's response: My dear Anthony,
Sorry about the cover. You flew 'em, you
should know! Artists take liberties. I must
say how hard it is to get good color artwork
for our covers. It is the one part of FH that
lives "from mouth to hand." I am never
more than two numbers away from running
out! Lady Soames and Minnie Churchill
have saved me numerous times with good
things from their own collections; or WSC's
paintings. I am glad you continue to enjoy
FH. With all good wishes to Shelagh. Yours
ever, RML.

ANOTHER SASSOON
On reading "Sassoon Revisited" in

FH12GI am reminded of another WWI
poem by him, after he became disillusioned,
"The General" (1917):
"Good-morning; good-morning!" the General said.

When we met him last week on our way to the line.

Now the soldiers he smiled at are most of 'em dead,
And we're cursing his staff for incompetent swine.

"He's a cheery old card," grunted Harry to Jack
As they slogged up to Arras with rifle and pack.

But he did for them both by his plan of attack

ROBERT BROWN, NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C.

ON WAR CRIMES
In "Why was Churchill so forgiving

of the Germans?" {FH 115:28-31, also on
our website) Lloyd Robertson writes that in
the House in 1946, Churchill advised
against judging "vast categories of Germans"
as "potentially guilty," and above all against
condemning the "ordinary people" of
Germany. When ordinary people are sub-
jected to cruelty, he allegedly said, "there are
great numbers...who will succumb...."

I searched for this quotation thor-
oughly, including Hansard. WSC made two
speeches mentioning resistance to Nazis in
1946 and neither included this quotation,
nor were these sentiments expressed. This is
an example of the many cases in which, for
political reasons, false impressions of
wartime Germany are being created.

KENNETH DUNJOHN

Editor's response: I can advise where
Mr. Robertson found that quotation. Do the
speeches you checked include the one of 12
November 1946? Three references, all identi-
cal, contain the words Robertson quoted:
Churchill, The Sinews of Peace (1948, p.
233); Gilbert, Winston S. Churchill, vol. VIII
(1988, p. 284); Rhodes James, ed., Winston
S. Churchill: His Complete Speeches 1897-
1963 (197'4, p. 7402). Assuming this speech
is one of those you checked, it is remarkable
(but hardly the only time) that Hansard
failed to record all of his words. Whether he
said these exact words in the Commons or
added them to his book does not alter his
attitude toward the defeated Germans—
which was clear in scores of examples and
incidents.

ALL HAIL QUEEN MARGRETHE
I am resigning. As an artist I am truly

appalled with your negligence of Churchill's
legacy as an Artist. You should portray him
as an artist first and and as a diplomat sec-
ond. His art is the self-exploration of his
soul which guided his policy-making. Hitler
was an artist as well. Recognize his diplo-
macy as an "art form," for art requires
much more critical-thinking skill than basic
and advanced war strategy. All Hail Her
Majesty Queen Margrethe II of Denmark;
Artist First, Monarch Second!

DR. KAHLIL O. CRAWFORD, TORONTO

MORE DE GAULLE
May I suggest an issue of FH concen-

trating on the Churchill-de Gaulle relation-
ship? Keep up the good work.

GILBERT MICHAUD, QUEBEC

Editor's response: The standard work on the
subject is Francois Kersaudy's Churchill and
de Gaulle (London: Collins, 1981; New
York: Athenaeum, 1982), a balanced and
powerful examination. We will be on the
lookout for anything new and unique that
might come to us; reader recommendations
are welcome. —Ed. $
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

THE CENTRE
ANOTHER YEAR, ANOTHER TERM:

Looking back on the past thirty-six
months, it is impossible not to see an
upward trend, not only in worldwide
interest in Sir Winston, but in all the
organizations which serve his memory.

hree plus years at the Churchill
Centre's helm, and having recently been
senten—, er elected, to another two-year term as President, pro-
vides a convenient opportunity to share with you some perspec-

tive on Churchill, The Churchill Centre and its development.
Three years ago I expressed my concern that interest and enthusiasm

in and for Churchill, his thought and ideas had plateaued; and that, unless
Churchill Studies received some new and substantial impetus, a decline was
inevitable. While there may indeed be a decline sometime in the future, I
have seen no evidence of it. To be sure, the Library of Congress Exhibit here
in the United States, the new Churchill Museum in London, and the steady
flow of new books on Churchill and Churchill-related themes have con-
tributed hugely to providing this necessary impetus. But in a real sense the
various institutions and organizations, including ours, devoted to Churchill
scholarship and the perpetuation of his legacy, have done their share as well.
And from where I sit, I see them continuing to expand their programs and
commitment "to keep the memory green and the record accurate."

Another perspective I offer you is the magnificent contribution made
by the Churchill family to whatever success the Centre may claim.

I have written and spoken on many, many occasions of the role Lady
Soames has played in the Centres development—as Patron, as confidant, as
highly active conference participant, as adviser, as constructive critic and per-
haps, most importantly, as a warmly cherished friend.

And we should clearly recognize that Winston Churchill and Celia
Sandys have made substantial and truly meaningful contributions to the
Centre as well. Time and again we have asked Winston to address various
Centre functions, to render quiet but vital assistance in fund raising efforts,
and to lend a helping hand in touchy personal relationships. He has been a
strong and persuasive advocate for the Centre. At our request, Celia has gra-
ciously and elegantly represented the Churchill family at numerous Centre
events; and has promoted the Centre in many of her books and during her
frequent public appearances. She, too, has helped us satisfactorily to resolve
certain rather dicey matters. Both have rarely turned down any request, and
then only reluctantly and for extraordinary reasons. We are deeply grateful to
them both.

No doubt with the passage of a few additional years other perspec-
tives will emerge. But until they do, my focus
and that of our Board of Governors will be ._ .
squarely and exclusively on the exciting and / H I ^ Jv£< '̂
event-filled months ahead. qy

OFFICER AND
GOVERNOR ELECTIONS

Your Board of Governors met in
Quebec for a day preceding the recent
conference, elected new officers and
made several new assignments. Elected
as a Governor is Gary Garrison of
Marietta, Georgia, a retired corporate
communications consultant and
Churchill Centre Associate, who
becomes Local Affairs Coordinator,
replacing Judy Kambestad. Reelected
as a Governor, Judy now applies her
talent to another important project,
membership development. Reelected
were Chairman of Academic Advisers
James Muller and Trustees Chairman
Richard Langworth. The Board
reelected three officers: President Bill
Ives, Vice President Charles Platt, and
Treasurer Christopher Hebb. Suzanne
Sigman, a former teacher and owner
of a young peoples bookshop, was
reelected as a Governor and is now
Secretary, and remains our
Educational Programs Coordinator.

Secretary Douglas Russell, after
twelve faithful years, is leaving us
owing to the demands of his work as
a Judge of the Iowa District Court.
Jim Lane is also leaving the Board,
although he remains active in efforts
to expand our programs and presence
in the Pacific Northwest. We are most
grateful to Doug and Jim for their
selfless devotion of time and energy,
and are sure they will continue to be
involved and in view at future
Churchill Centre events.

Newly elected to the Board of
Trustees is Marcus Frost of Mexia,
Texas, a Churchill Centre Associate
who joined us after hearing about the
Centre at Bletchley Park in 2001.
Marcus, who owns a large rock crush-
ing company in Mexia, has been an
enthusiastic supporter of many pro-
jects in diat short time, and with his
wife Molly is a familiar figure at our
events. We welcome his wise counsel.

We are blessed with a surfeit of
talent and enthusiasm of which any
organization would be proud. We
owe them, and you our members,
everything. £
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DATELINES
FORTY YEARS ON

LONDON, JANUARY 31ST— On the fortieth

anniversary of Sir Winston Churchill's funeral,

a wreath was laid on the Thames, where his

coffin was carried to the awaiting train to

Bladon. The ceremony was made all the more

poignant by the fact that the ring of poppies

was placed from the deck of the original funer-

al ship, Havengore, by Sir Winston's great-

granddaughter Sophie Perkins, 16, who led the

service from Tower Bridge.

"It's a great honour to be able to
lay this wreath," said Miss Perkins,
who is studying at Marlborough
College in Wiltshire. "I am very proud
to have this wonderful man as a great-
grandfather."

Havengore carried Sir Winston's
body on part of his last journey on 30
January 1965. Churchill, who died on
January 24th, was laid to rest in the
Oxfordshire village of Bladon follow-
ing a service at St. Paul's Cathedral.
While Churchill's coffin lay in state at
Westminster Hall, more than 320,000
members of the public queued for
hours to pay their respects.

The Lord Mayor of London,
Michael Savory, helped Sophie lay the
wreath, and remembered the original
scene: "I stood in the crowds in 1965
as the funeral procession passed by.
Everything was silenced, even the
horses' hooves were specially muffled.
The only sound was the occasional
squealing of the wheels of the gun
carriage that bore Sir Winston's body."

The ceremony marked the
launch of a new role for Havengore.
From September she is promoting the
triumph of liberty by taking Churchill's
archive in facsimile form to eastern
Europe. The ship is regrettably for sale,
since the owner, Owen Palmer, must
return soon to Australia. For informa-
tion telephone (01634) 813057 or
email mail@havengore.com.

Quotation of the Season

n the Middle East you have arid coun-
tries. In East Africa you have dripping
countries. There is the greatest difficulty
to get anything to grow on the one place,

and the greatest difficulty to prevent things smoth-
ering and choking you by their hurried growth in
the other. In the African Colonies you have a
docile, tractable population, who only require to be
well and wisely treated to develop great economic
capacity and utility; whereas the regions of the
Middle East are unduly stocked with peppery,
pugnacious, proud politicians and theologians, who
happen to be at the same time extremely well
armed, and extremely hard up."

-WSC, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 14 JULY 1921

THE FUNERAL COACH
INDUSTRY HILLS, CALIF., AUGUST 31ST— It is

appropriate on this anniversary to note
that the coach which took over the
coffin from the Havengore in 1965 has
also been carefully preserved. During a
round of golf at Pacific Palms Resort
with the marketing manager for the
resort, I noticed the an old railway

coach on the property. I found this to
be very interesting and told her what a
great piece of history it was.

As the accompanying sign states,
this is the car in which Sir Winston
Churchill was moved to his final rest-
ing place in 1965. Long before, this
same coach was used to transport
Edith Cavell to her resting place dur-
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ing World War I. Cavell was a British
nurse who had been executed by the
Germans as a spy.

When World War II began and
scrap metal was needed, the old coach
was slated for demolition; but
Churchill, who had known and
admired Edith Cavell, intervened to
spare it. Later he expressed the wish to
travel in it to his own grave. On 30
January 1965 this coach bearing his
coffin was towed out of Waterloo
Station to its destination at Bladon
Churchyard, near Blenheim. Sir
Winston had received his wish. The
coach rests in what I have been told is
a replica of St. Andrews Station.

— M . G. DlONNE

WARLORDS
LONDON, AUGUST 5TH— Another series
about WW2? What more is there to
tell? Not quite an "epic untold story,"
but Channel 4 cast newish light on well-
known events through the prisms of
two men in charge. "Warlords" explores
the relationship between Hitler and
Stalin, from their marriage of conve-
nience with the Nazi-Soviet pact to the
invasion of Russia. The story is not so
much about deliberate mind games as
the good old-fashioned cock-up theory
of history. Hitler didn't fool Stalin into
a false sense of security; Stalin fooled
himself, convinced that a rational fel-
low like Hitler wouldn't invade while
he was still at war with Britain. But
Stalin was a detail man, Hitler an irra-
tional dreamer. The programme draws
the characters nicely, using henchmen
such as Goebbels and Khrushchev.
[Khrushchev?] —RADIO TIMES

WILL WSC EVER BE RIGHT?
SAN FRANCISCO, 11 SEPTEMBER 1929— " T h e

Arab and the Jew must and will learn
to live together. The Arabs have noth-
ing against the Jews. The Jews have
developed the country, grown orchards
and grain fields out of the desert, built
schools and great buildings, construct-
ed irrigation projects and water power
houses, and have made Palestine a
much better place in which to live

than it was before they came a few
years ago....The Arabs are much better
off now than before the Jews came,
and it will be a short time only before
they realize it."

—WSC PRESS CONFERENCE, BOHEMIAN

CLUB. 1929. FROM ROBERT H. PILPEL,

CHURCHILL IN AMERICA 1895-1961 (1976)

LOCAL CHAPTER REPORT
ACTION THIS DAY AWARD

QUEBEC, OCTOBER 2ND— Congratulations
to New England Churchillians, who
have won the Action This Day Award
for the second year in a row. They had
two local fund raising activities, the
most new members, and tied with
Georgia, North Carolina and our
allied friends in Vancouver for school
and community programs. Joe Hern,
their leader, gave Churchill presenta-
tions to large audiences in the Boston
Community. Georgia, North Carolina
and The Churchill Society of
Vancouver Island also had community
programs. New England tied with
Desert Churchillians and Vancouver
for the most member events. Desert
came in second, and was the only
Affiliate which raised funds for the
Churchill Centre, in addition to its
other activities.

In the past year Churchill Centre
local organizations and allies held thir-
ty-six member events for a total of
1451 attendees and brought in seventy
new members. California Desert,
California South, Georgia and North
Carolina gained full affiliate status.
Gary Garrison of Georgia, taught
classes on Churchill at a senior center
and Joe Hern of New England gave
"magic lantern" presentations on WSC
to community organizations. The Rt.
Hon. Sir Winston S. Churchill
Societies of Vancouver, Edmonton and
Calgary held essay contests or debates.
The Other Club of Toronto, with the
Churchill Society for the Advancement
of Parliamentary Democracy, complet-
ed their three-year fund raising pro-
gram to revivify the Toronto statue of
Churchill (FH 128), adding large dis-
play boards in the city park. Most of

the groups are currently distributing
Celia Sandys' Churchill to local and
school libraries.

The total scores for all the local
groups far surpassed last year's scores,
which reflects their increased activities.
Gary Garrison has been elected to the
Board of Governors and is now Local
Affairs Coordinator. Judy Kambestad
has moved to Membership
Development Coordinator. The
Churchill Centre and its allies thank
Judy for a job well done.

LOCAL NEWS:
NOTICE TO READERS

We report all the news of events past
and coming that we are sent by local
affiliates or the local affairs coordina-
tor. However, local and national news
is gradually being shifted out of Finest
Hour, which has a three-month lead
time, and into the Chartwell Bulletin,
which takes much less time to produce
and is a better vehicle for timely infor-
mation. Recent Bulletins have been full
of this news. The Bulletin appeared
three times in 2005 and we hope it
will soon appear between each issue of
FH. For the very latest news of past
and coming events, always consult our
website, www.winstonchurchill.org, or
contact your nearest affiliate from the
list published in each issue of FH and
the Bulletin.

CHURCHILLIANS IN OZ, 1991
VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER 10TH—

Member Neil Kenworthy writes: "In
your list of previous Churchill
Conferences I was surprised to see that
one was held in our capital city,
Canberra, in 1991, and that it was
addressed by the then-U.S. Ambas-
sador to Australia and Nauru, Melvin
Sembler. I'm puzzled that I can't recall
ever hearing of this event. Were you
present, and who organized it?"

In 1991 we had about fifty
members in Australia—widely scat-
tered, of course, but mostly around
Australian Capital Territory, Victoria
and New South Wales. So, when >>
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DATELINES

Secretary Sampson Visits
Villa Mirador, Casablanca

ASABLANCA, MOROCCO, JULY 20TH- In An fa ,

one of the most picturesque and oldest
areas of Casablanca, Villa Mirador was

constructed in 1935 by Paul Andre Jules
Cauvin, a fabric agent born in Paris and residing
in New York. After the Allied landings in Morocco
in November 1942, the villa was used by
American forces.

During the Casablanca Conference on

J 14-24 January 1943, the villa housed Prime
Minister Winston Churchill. It was here in
Churchill's famous traveling map room that he,
Roosevelt and their combined chiefs of staff,

laid plans for the campaigns to be launched against Germany, Italy, and
Japan, and declared that the war would be carried on until the unconditional
surrender of the Axis powers.

During the Conference the President and Prime Minister also met with
Sultan Sidi Mohammed Ben Youssef and Crown Prince Moulay Hassan
(later King Hassan II) and conferred with General de Gaulle, leader of the
Free French Forces, and General Henri Giraud, French High Commissioner
in North Africa.

On 2 May 1947, Villa Mirador was derequisitioned by the U.S. Army,
and purchased by the U.S. government; American Consul General Charles
W. Lewis, Jr. took possession. The purchase actually included "Bellevue II"
which encompasses the villa, and "El Minzah," an adjoining plot of land
north of the villa, which now contains recreational facilities used by the
Consulate General staff.

The map room has been pre- | 1
served on the ground floor and today
contains photographs of Churchill,
Roosevelt, de Gaulle, Crown Prince
Hassan, and others who participated
in meetings there during the confer-
ence. A plaque on the door notes the

—THE HON. DAVID A. SAMPSON

DEPUTY SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Above right: Executive Director Dan Myers presents a Churchill Centre oil on canvas
painting, "Churchill after Karsh," by Martin Driscoll {FH 114) to Deputy Secretary
Sampson at the Department of Commerce. Mr. Sampson said, "The Churchill portrait
will serve as a daily inspiration for the challenges of our time."

CHURCHILUANS IN OZ...
we planned to visit Australia for our
Fifth Churchill Tour, we named it as
the "official" Churchill conference, and
held an "alternate" event for stay-at-
homes in Richmond, Virginia.

The tour was managed by
Barbara Langworth and took up two
weeks in October. We covered some
35,000 km, counting the flights from

and to Los Angeles, which we think is
the record mileage for our twelve
Churchill Centre tours. Fifteen North
Americans circled half the country,
from Sydney to Adelaide, up to Alice
Springs on the famous "Ghan" train,
on to Darwin and Kakadu National
Park, across the Gulf of Carpentaria to
Cairns. In wine country at Hunter
Valley, we enjoyed hogsheads of Pol
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Roger champagne and Wyndham
Estates cabernet, thanks to the kindly
intercession of our good friend
Christian Pol-Roger in France. We
then flew on to Canberra and
Melbourne, winding up in Sydney.

The Winston Churchill
Memorial Trust of Australia beautifully
organized several meetings, as did Peter
Jenkins in Victoria, our then-
Australian representative, who is still a
member. Peter's painting of Winston
Churchill adorns the cover of Finest
Hour 73, which reported the events.

The actual conference comprised
three events: dinner with Australian
Churchill Fellows at the Memorial
Trust in Sydney; the Embassy visit and
a dinner at the Commonwealth Club,
Canberra; and a party with Churchill
Fellows at the Hotel Swanstead in
Melbourne. At the U.S. Embassy,
which in keeping with Canberra prac-
tice represents each nation's architec-
ture (its style is Colonial Virginia) we
were welcomed by Melvin Sembler,
now the American Ambassador to
Italy. (He has the distinction of having
been appointed to each of his posts by
a different President Bush.) In 1991,
he told us that the Embassy corner-
stone had been laid on—ready for
it?—7 December 1941! The then-
Ambassador wired home on the 8th:
"What do we do now?" The President
or Secretary of State Hull replied:
"Keep building the damn thing, lest
the Aussies think we're on the run!"

We had a grand time, traveling
on the wonderful "Ghan," riding
camels, watching crocs in the Alligator
River, being dive-bombed by plumed
birds in steamy Kakadu, drinking gal-
lons of Fosters, eating widgety grubs
(not me) on a tourist station, snorkel-
ing the Barrier Reef and dining royally.

This proved the high point for a
time of "ICS Australia," and member-
ship has bumped along ever since. The
problem has always been the "two
D's": Distances and the Dardanelles.
(Yes, in Australia, they still remember
the terrible losses of the ANZACs in
1915, and Churchill comes in for his



share of the blame.) Right now, Alfred

James represents us in Australia, where

we have many longtime members.

Messrs. Kenworthy and James are in

touch, along with our friends at the

Churchill Memorial Trust of Australia.

We hope for future activities soon in a

great and friendly land. —RML

HOW MANY WORDS?
BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 10TH—Through the

wonders of computer science (via Ian

Langworth, Northeastern University),

we can advise that the present corpus

of works by and about Winston S.

Churchill exceeds 50 million words

(325 megabytes) including 13 million

(80 megabytes) by WSC himself.

In terms of word count,

Churchill's top eight works are:

The Complete Speeches, 5,200,000
The Second World War, 1,600,000*
The Collected Essays, 860,000
The World Crisis, 824,000*
Marlborough, 779,000*
English-Speaking Peoples, 510,000*
Lord Randolph Churchill, 278,000
The River War, 200,000

*does not count appendices

This discovery immediately led

Sir Martin Gilbert to ask Ian for word

counts for the official biography. The

total for the eight biographic volumes

(including the first two by Randolph

Churchill) is 3,111,090 words. The

sixteen Companion or Document

Volumes published to date add anoth-

er 5,382,066, for a grand total of

8,391,156.

For lovers of statistics, but risk-

ing possible brain-death: six copies of

all of the above can fit on one 25<f

compact disk. One copy would fill a

mere l/100,000th of the Northeastern

University College of Computer

Science system, which holds 11

terabytes (11,000 gigabytes).

What would Sir Winston make

of this? We know what his biographer

thinks. Once accused of having told

"only one-tenth of the story of

Winston Churchill," Sir Martin

replied: "Really—that much?" $

LOCAL CONTACTS
TCC Official Affiliates in Bold Face

Local Affairs Coordinator
Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)

2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 509-5430, fax (770) 565-5925

Deputy Coordinator
Paul Courtenay (ndege@tiscali.co.uk)

Park Lane Lodge, Quarley
Andover, Hampshire SP11 8QB UK

tel. (01264) 889627

Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of Alaska
Judith & Jim Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu)

2410 Galewood St., Anchorage AK 99508
tel. (907) 786-4740; fax (907) 786-4647

Churchill Centre Arizona
Larry Pike (lvpike@Chartwellgrp.com)

4927 E. Crestview Dr., Paradise Valley AZ 85253
bus. tel. (602) 445-7719; cell (602) 622-0566

California: Churchillians of the Desert
David Ramsay (rambo85@aol.com)

74857 S. Cove Drive, Indian Wells CA 92210
tel. (760) 837-1095

Churchillians of Northern California
Richard Mastio (rcmastio@earthlink.net)

2996 Franciscan Way, Carmel CA 93923-9216
res tel. (831)625-6164

Churchillians of Southern California
Leon J. Waszak (leonwaszak@aol.com)

235 South Ave. #66, Los Angeles CA 90042
tel. (323) 257-9279; bus. tel. (818) 240-1000 x5844

Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)

22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
tel. (708) 352-6825

Detroit: Gary Bonine (bo9@charter.net)
3609 Lake George Road, Dryden MI 48428

tel. (810) 796-3180

England North: ICS/UK Northern Chapter
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage"

Station Road, Goldsborough
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5 8NT

tel. (01432) 863225

Florida North:
Richard Streiff (streiffr@bellsouth.net)

81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel. (352) 378-8985

Georgia: Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)
2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062

tel. (770) 509-5430; fax (770) 565-5925

Nebraska: Churchill Round Table of Neb.
John Meeks (jmeeks@wrldhstry.com)

7720 Howard Street #3, Omaha NE 68114
tel. (402) 968-2773

New England Churchillians
Joseph L. Hern (jhern@fhmboston.com)

340 Beale Street, Quincy MA 02170
res. tel. (617) 773-1907; bus. tel. (617) 248-1919

Churchill Society of New Orleans
Edward F. Martin

2328 Coliseum St., New Orleans LA 70130
tel. (504) 582-8152

North Carolina Churchillians
A. Wendell Musser MD (amusser@ncrr.com)

1214 Champions Pointe Drive
Durham NC 27712; tel. (919) 593-0804

Northern Ohio Churchillians
Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)

1301 East 9th St. #3500, Cleveland OH 44114
tel. (216) 781-1212

Washington Society for Churchill
Christopher H. Sterling, Pres. (chriss@gwu.edu)

4507 Airlie Way, Annandale VA 22003
tel. (202) 994-0363

Churchill Centre South Texas
James T. Slattery (slattery@fed-med.com)

2803 Red River Creek
San Antonio, TX 78259-3542

mobile (210) 601-2143; fax (210) 497-0904

North Texas: Emery Reves Churchillians
John Restrepo (cunengland@aol.com)

4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dallas TX 75205
tel. (214) 522-7201

Toronto: Other Club of Ontario
Norm & Jean MacLeod (jeana@idirect.com)

16 Glenlaura Ct., Ashburn ON LOB 1AO
tel. (905) 655-4051

THE RT HON
SIR WINSTON S. CHURCHILL

SOCIETY, CANADA

Calgary: Rick Billington, Pres. (rnbill@telus.net )
2379 Longridge Drive, Calgary AB T3E 5N7

tel. (403) 249-5016

Edmonton: Dr. Edward Hutson, Pres.
(jehutson@shaw.ca)

98 Rehwinkel Road, Edmonton AB T6R 1Z8
tel. (780) 430-7178

British Columbia: Christopher Hebb, Pres.
(cavell_capital@telus. net)

1806-1111 W. Georgia Street, Vancouver BC
V6E 4M3; tel. (604) 209-6400

Vancouver Is.: Victor Burstall, Pres.
(burst@shaw.ca) P. O. Box 2114, Sidney, BC

V8L 3S6. tel. (250) 727-7345
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UK NEWS

DONDON, SEPTEMBER 12TH—

Ninety-seven years after
Winston and Clementine
Churchill held their wedding
reception in 52 Portland Place,

the Churchill Society of the UK com-
memorated the union with a dinner
on the same spot—now the offices of
Davis Coffer Lyons Leisure.

This significant London address
was where Winston Churchill and
Clementine Hozier were re-introduced

International Churchill Society
of the United Kingdom

orary member Robert Hardy, the actor
who has so flawlessly played Churchill
on so many occasions; and historian
and ICS member Andrew Roberts.

Nicholas Soames MP introduced
Conservative Party leader Michael
Howard, who used the words of Roy
Jenkins to pay tribute to "the greatest
human being ever to occupy 10
Downing Street." In an evening so
flush with Tory aristocracy, The Radio

Times couldn't
resist noting, it

Wedding of the Year 1908 E:Sf
^""^ ^ point out in his

at a dinner party in March 1908. Four
years previously they had met for the
first time. Then, Winston had just stared
transfixed at the beautiful Clemmie;
flustered, she had signalled a beau to res-
cue her from this uncomfortably discon-
certing young Member of Parliament.

In 1908 Winston didn't miss his
chance, and engaged Clementine in con-
versation. Greatly taken with each other,
they began keeping company. Winston
proposed (Clementine thought he would
never get around to it) at the Temple of
Diana at Blenheim in the summer, and
they were married in September. On the
12th, Clementine Hozier left 52
Portland Place (home of her great-aunt
by marriage) for the church and the
couple returned there for the wedding
reception.

On the 97th anniversary of the
wedding, ICS (UK) member David
Coffer, owner of the premises, munifi-
cently hosted an "Edwardian Dinner" in
order to boost the profile of ICS UK's
educational project, with a view to
attracting major donations.

Family members attending includ-
ed Lady Soames, the Hon. Nicholas &C
Serena Soames, Randolph S. Churchill,
Duncan Sandys and The Duke of
Marlborough. Prominent political fig-
ures included Michael Howard (Leader
of the Opposition) and Lord Baker of
Dorking (as Kenneth Baker, a former
Home Secretary). Also present was hon-

PORTLAND PLACE, SEPTEMBER 12TH:
Top: Former Cabinet Minister Lord

Baker or Dorking, Churchill Centre and
Societies honorary member Robert
Hardy, industrialist John Madejski.

Middle: Michael Kelion, David Boler,
historians Anne Sebba and Andrew
Roberts. Below: David Boler, David

Coffer, our Patron Lady Soames, and
Michael Kelion.

speech—albeit
obliquely—that

at the time of his wedding Churchill
was a Liberal."
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Recent Annual General Meetings
have been held at a variety of Churchill
sites, viz., the Cabinet War Rooms,
Harrow, Blenheim, Chartwell, Bletchley
Park and the Churchill Archives Centre
at Churchill College, Cambridge. The
2006 AGM will, for the first time, take
place at The Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst on Saturday 29th April.

It was at the Royal Military
College (as Sandhurst was called until
1939) that young Winston was trained
as a Gentleman Cadet in 1893-94, prior
to his commissioning in 4th Queen's
Own Hussars. Details will be circulated
later to UK members.

BERLIN
A mini-tour of Berlin will take place on
lst-7th May 2006. The centrepiece will
be the unveiling of a plaque by Lady
Soames at 23 Ringstrasse, Babelsberg,
where her father stayed during the 1945
Potsdam conference. The total cost
(excluding travel to and from Berlin) is
£795 for a shared room; single supple-
ment is £238. Members are reminded
that, if interested in taking part, they
should have declared their interest to the
ICS (UK) Chairman by December with a
view to completing final registration by
1st January 2006. Inquiries and registra-
tion in North America are being handled
by The Churchill Centre. $
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POEMS CHURCHILL LOVED
"The Last Leap"

By Adam Lindsay Gordon

1959: "...a time of sombre reflection. On April
19, at dinner alone with Jock Colville,
Churchill recited two stanzas which Colville
wrote down 'because,' he later recalled, 1
thought he was applying the words to himself.
Winston was in a dreamy, contemplative mood,'
Colville later wrote. 7 had never heard him
quote those poems before—which interested me
as I know all his usual poetic quotations very
well.'"—Sir Martin Gilbert

All is over! fleet career,
Dash of greyhound slipping thongs,

Flight of falcon, bound of deer,
Mad hoof-thunder in our rear,

Cold air rushing up our lungs,
Din of many tongues.

Once again, one struggle good,
One vain effort;—he must dwell

Near the shifted post, that stood
Where the splinters of the wood,

Lying in the torn tracks, tell
How he struck and fell.

Crest where cold drops beaded cling,
Small ear drooping, nostril full,

Glazing to a scarlet ring,
Flanks and haunches quivering,

Sinews stiffening, void and null,
Dumb eyes sorrowful.

Satin coat that seems to shine
Duller now, black braided tress

That a softer hand than mine
Far away was wont to twine,
That in meadows far from this
Softer lips might kiss.

All is over! this is death,
And I stand to watch thee die,

Brave old horse! with bated breath
Hardly drawn through tight-clenched teedi,

Lip indented deep, but eye
Only dull and dry.

Musing on the husk and chaff
Gathered where life's tares are sown,

Thus I speak, and force a laugh,
That is half a sneer and half

An involuntary groan,
In a stifled tone—

'Rest, old friend! thy day, though rife
With its toil, hath ended soon;

We have had our share of strife,
Tumblers in the masque of life,

In the pantomime of noon
Clown and pantaloon.

'With a flash that ends thy pain,
Respite and oblivion blest

Come to greet thee. I in vain
Fall: I rise to fall again:
Thou hast fallen to thy rest—
And thy fall is best!' $

AROUND & ABOUT
dfeJi*i

hurchill Centre member Jack Mens of
Frederick, Maryland, informs us that Cozy

Cap Tavern, now Cozy's Restaurant, a tourist stop,
beer garden and dance hall near Thurmont, Maryland, was
twice visited by Winston Churchill. Wilbur Freeze, then proprietor of the
tavern, said the Prime Minister twice played the jukebox there on his vis-
its to the late President Roosevelt's "Shangri-La" (now Camp David) in
the Catoctin Mountains. Mr. Freeze said that each time, Churchill came
in on a Sunday afternoon, stood around for about fifteen minutes after
dinner, and dropped nickels into the nickelodeon. Meanwhile, the
President and Harry Hopkins waited patiently in the automobile outside.
There was a popular rumor in and around Thurmont that an aide at least
once tactfully told WSC that Roosevelt was waiting, although "the Prime
Minister never kept him over long."

Mr. Mens' own town of Frederick, immortalized in Whittier's
famous poem "Barbara Frietchie," also has its Churchill story. Here as
the Presidential party passed through, FDR recited the poem's best-
known lines. Then from beside him came Churchill's deep, expressive
voice, reciting the entire poem, verses which stirred every heart:

"Up from the meadows rich with corn / Clear in the cool
September morn / The clustered spires of Frederick stand / Green-
walled by the hills of Maryland....Up the street came the rebel tread /
Stonewall Jackson riding ahead / Under his slouched hat left and right /
He glanced; the old flag met his sight / 'Halt!'—the dust-brown ranks
stood fast / 'Fire!'—out blazed the rifle blast....'Shoot if you must this old
gray head' / 'But spare your country's flag,' she said..."

We can find one reference to a Churchill visit to Shangri-La. If
he visited Cozy Cap Tavern on two Sundays, one was 16 May 1943,
during the "Trident" conference (the party left Washington on Saturday
and returned Monday). We would be grateful to know if and when
Churchill made another visit. The full text of "Barbara Frietchie" is in FH
72.

* * *

Beginning 1950, reports of unidentified flying objects (UFOs) proliferat-
ed in Britain. Even Lord Louis Mountbatten stated his belief that

the Earth was being visited by aliens. Churchill demanded to know the
truth about flying saucers, historians Andy Roberts and David Clarke
revealed while researching a book on UFOs and the Cold War. "What
does all this stuff about flying saucers amount to?" Churchill minuted his
advisers in 1952. "What can it mean? What is the truth?"

Churchill was shown a report by Sir Henry Tizard, one of his
most trusted scientific advisers during World War II and a key figure
behind the development of radar. Tizard saw no threat from UFOs. All
sightings, he reported, were explainable by natural events such as the
weather or meteors, or were normal aircraft. But Britain followed the
American lead in underplaying the sightings, and a few months later an
order went out expressly banning all RAF personnel from discussing
UFO reports with anyone not in the military.

Roberts and Clarke believe that the UFO sightings were the
product of "mass hysteria," an urban myth strong enough to penetrate
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RIDDLES, MYSTERIES, ENIGMAS

Churchill's Uniforms
i: lam writing an article about Winston Churchill and
require confirmation of the uniforms in which he

appears during WW2 and after. He appears to have adopted
uniforms to circumstances. The best I found is: First Lord of
Admiralty when he was on a warship; RAF Air Commodore in
France in 1944; Colonel of 4th Queen's Own Hussars in
Berlin in 1945 and France in 1947. Am I right?

—Jean-Louis Swiners, Editor in Chief
L'Encyclopedic du Leadership et de la Strategie

Send your questions

to the editor

Senior editor Paul Courtenay, our
house expert on militaria, responds...

A# His nautical dress was that of
• the Royal Yacht Squadron, of

which he was a member; there was no
special uniform for the First Lord of
the Admiralty.

His Royal Air Force uniform was
that of Honorary Air Commodore of
615 (County of Surrey) Fighter
Squadron, Royal Auxiliary Air Force;
he was given this honorary appoint-
ment in 1939.

He wore two different Army uni-
forms. One was that of Colonel, 4th
Queen's Own Hussars; this was his
original regiment in which he was
commissioned from 1895 till 1899
(being appointed Colonel of the
Regiment in 1941). The other Army
uniform was that of Honorary
Colonel, 4th/5 th (Cinque Ports)
Battalion, The Royal Sussex Regiment.
He received this honorary appoint-
ment in 1941, soon after becoming
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports.

You can tell the difference
between the two Army uniforms by
their cap badges and collar badges.
The 4th Hussars' cap badges are gold-
coloured and show a circular design
surrounding the number IV, with a
crown above. He wore this uniform in
Egypt and Italy, also in Paris in 1947
when he was presented with the
Medaille Militaire.

The cap-badge of 4th/5th Royal
Sussex was larger: a silver cross with a
plume behind; collar badges were simi-
lar, but in black metal. This uniform

was worn prominently at Yalta, the
Rhine Crossing, Berlin, Potsdam, and
briefly in Italy.

If the Army cap badge is not visi-
ble, look at the collar badges. Those of
4th Hussars are shiny; those of 4th/5th

Royal Sussex are
dull.

Many people
think that his nautical
uniform was that of an
Elder Brother of Trinity
House, but I have seen no photos of
him wearing this in World War II. For
examples of this uniform, which he
wore at Antwerp in 1914, see Gilbert,
Winston S. Churchill, vol. 3, The
Challenge of War 1914-1916, plates 10
and 11.

He always wore his Royal Yacht
Squadron dress when on board ship.
He certainly wore 4th Hussars uniform
when he was in the area where the regi-
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ment was located (Middle East). There
appears to be no good reason why he
preferred the 4th/5th Royal Sussex
uniform, especially in 1945, since this
battalion was not in the places he visit-
ed at that time. Perhaps he wore the
RAF uniform when travelling by air,
and certainly when visiting RAF units;
also when he thought the population
might appreciate the work of the RAF,
e.g., Athens or Paris. He also wore it in
Teheran (for no very good reason that
I can see). As a whole, although some
thought must have gone into his
choice of uniform. I don't think it was
always precise. —PHC

Q Upon meeting with Adenauer
• in 1953, Winston Churchill drew

three circles on the back of a menu, sym-
bolizing the United States, Europe and
Great Britain. I am wondering if this
drawing still exists, and/or whether there
is a picture of it available?

—Gunda Windmuller, Denmark

A# There certainly is some Konrad
• Adenauer correspondence, but

this does not appear to be the menu in
question, though you are most wel-
come to visit with us and check. I sup-
pose it will all depend on whether the
menu was kept by Churchill or
Adenauer. However, the idea of the
three overlapping circles representing
the British Empire, America and
Europe, with Britain at the centre of
all three, is an older Churchillian
device. The earliest reference I have
seen comes from an article written by
Churchill in 1930 entitled "The
United States of Europe." (See page
42.) Here's a passage from an essay I
have written which touches on this:

"...the key to understanding this
article is an understanding of where
Churchill saw Britain. This is what he
says: 'But we have our own dream and
our own task. We are with Europe, but
not of it. We are linked, but not com-
prised. We are interested and associat-
ed but not absorbed.'

"To Churchill Britain at that time
was not just a European power. She

was a global power. Her Empire gave
her a presence in every continent. She
should be prepared to act as a guaran-
tor of Europe and to encourage and
perhaps participate in schemes that
brought Europeans closer together, but
she also had the interests of her
dominions to consider. And then there
was the question of the United States.
Churchill felt, perhaps because of his
background more than most, that the
shared language and culture gave
Britain a unique position as the bridge
between the old and new worlds. To
quote the conclusion of his article:
'Great Britain may claim, with equal
justification, to play three roles simul-
taneously, that of an European nation,
that of the focus of the British Empire,
and that of a partner in the English
speaking world. These are not three
alternative parts, but a triple part...'"

—ALLEN PACKWOOD, DIRECTOR,
CHURCHILL ARCHIVES CENTRE

Q, Can you please attribute a
• remark in which Churchill builds

on the words of a French memoirist he
admired, in regard to American soldiers
arriving in France during World War I.
Churchill allegedly said, "The impression
made upon the hard-pressed French by
this seemingly inexhaustible flood of
gleaming youth in its first maturity of
health and vigour was prodigious.... "

—Silena Hastings,
Pearson Prentice Hall, Boston

A. This is from Churchill's World
• War I memoirs, The World

Crisis, vol. Ill, part 2 (London/New
York: Thornton Butterworth/Scribners
1927, Chapter XIX ("The Surprise of
the Chemin des Dames"), page 454 of
the English edition, which reads:

"Pierrefeu has described in a mov-
ing passage the next event. Now sud-
denly the roads between Provins and
the front towards Meaux and towards
Coulommiers began to be filled with
endless streams of Americans. The
impression made upon the hard-
pressed French by this seemingly inex-
haustible flood of gleaming youth in

its first maturity of health and vigour
was prodigious. None were under
twenty, and few were over thirty. As
crammed in their lorries they clattered
along the roads, singing the songs of a
new world at the tops of their voices,
burning to reach the bloody field, the
French Headquarters were thrilled
with the impulse of new life. All felt,'
he says, 'that they were present at the
magical operation of the transfusion of
blood. Life arrived in floods to reani-
mate the mangled body of a France
bled white by the innumerable wounds
of four years.' Indeed the reflection
conformed with singular exactness to
the fact. Half trained, half organized,
with only their courage, their numbers
and their magnificent youth behind
their weapons, they were to buy their
experience at a bitter price. But this
they were quite ready to do."

Jean de Pierrefeu was an officer on
Petain's staff whose books on WW1
attracted Churchill's interest when he
was writing his own memoirs. More
about Pierrefeu and the U.S. effort in
France is at this website: www.random-
house.com/features/americancentury/
goodtimes.html. —RML M>

CONFERENCE
CALENDAR

Contact the Centre on all events:

(888) WSC-1874, info@winstonchurchill.org

2006
Chicago, 27 September-1 October:

23rd Intl. Churchill Conference

2007
Vancouver, B.C., September 12-15th:

24th Intl. Churchill Conference

Future Conferences

2008: New England

2009: Great Britain

2010: San Francisco

2011: Ottawa

2012: Europe

2013:Aledo
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Wartime Questions to
Postwar Answers: Riddles of

War Termination
BY CHRISTOPHER C, HARMON

THE WINSTONIAN IDEAL: Churchill did not believe that war couid be used freely as raw
power might permit. Justice concerned him...he did not confuse justice with winning. While

he had a true sense for when the war would end, he went on to say that force would be
required to preserve peace after the victory. Because he held such power in Britain,

and in the Grand Alliance, his insight was a great asset for the coalition at war and the
peace to come. Had he been badly wrong, it would have had equal but negative impact.

he 60th anniversaries of World War Us final
year have been flowing past us. We com-
memorated the liberation of Paris, the Battle
of the Bulge, the crossing of the Rhine, the

liberation of Berlin, and Victory in Europe Day on May
8th. As these milestones passed, we have been engrossed
in Iraq. Combat operations carried the country and the
capital more quickly than expected, yet the aftermath's
agonies seemed endless. Triumph and tragedy in Iraq
sparked criticism of the alliance effort, but also much
sober thinking about war termination.

Winston Churchill knew an immense amount
about that arcane subject, war termination. The study of
his policies and strategies of 1943-45 shows that he and
his coalition government continuously planned for war's
end, and planned well. Moreover, published and unpub-
lished records—hardly ever mined on this narrow mat-
ter—prove that Churchill had a remarkable sense for
when the war in Eurdpe would end. That was impor-
tant, given his concurrent positions of Minister of
Defence and Prime Minister.

Professor Harmon is a Churchill Centre academic adviser
who .for four years offered a course based on Churchill's mem-
oirs, The Second World War, at the Marines' Command & Staff
College, Quantico, Virginia. The author thanks Charles
Robert Harmon, Professor Emeritus of History at Seattle
University, for reviewing his draft manuscript.

Churchill's Views
Sixty-five years of age and experienced at war,

Winston Churchill already possessed views on war ter-
mination by 1939. There can be peace, but no peace too
comfortable; one must keep dry powder close at hand;
war recurs in human affairs.

But that military part of the human story is a
tragedy, as he wrote to his wife Clementine in 1909,
while in Germany observing maneuvers: "Much as war
attracts me and fascinates my mind with its tremendous
situations—I feel more deeply every year...what vile and
wicked folly and barbarism it all is." For Churchill,
statesmen in peacetime have much to do with ameliorat-
ing hatreds and nipping conflicts in the bud.

Once engaged in war, however, Churchill often
sounded like Clausewitz, calling for the maximum use of
force. He could be ruthless. He used, advocated, or at
least considered fearsome weapons: gas, area bombing,
the atomic bomb. When he believed a war was just, his
strategy was to break the enemy will and produce com-
plete and decisive victory.

Yet Churchill did not believe that war could be
used freely as a state policy tool, as raw power might per-
mit. Justice concerned him deeply, and he did not con-
fuse justice with winning. His views on peacemaking

,were not predictable, but complex. He was esteemed by
the Irish Republican Army's Michael Collins, who said
that without Churchill as a Minister after World War I

FINEST HOUR 129 /14



v
V

POTSDAM, 16 JULY 1945: Winston Churchill meets the new
President of the United States, Harry S. Truman, for the first

time. WSC's daughter Mary (upper right) wrote that her father "is
sure he can work with him...l nearly wept with joy and thankful-

ness, it seemed like divine providence. Perhaps it is FDR's
legacy. I can see Papa is relieved and confident." Churchill said

of Truman: "He takes no notice of delicate ground, he just plants
his foot down firmly upon it." To demonstrate this, Churchill
gave a little jump, bringing his bare feet down with a smack.

Truman wrote of WSC: "He gave me a lot of hooey about how
great my country is and how he loved Roosevelt and how he
intended to love me etc. etc....I am sure we can get along if he

doesn't try to give me too much soft soap."

there would not have been the Irish-English treaty creat-
ing Home Rule for southern Ireland.

Justice has a counterpart: magnanimity.
Churchill admired a Roman adage: "War down the
strong; bear up the weak." He advocated harsh war
against Imperial Germany in 1914, but after victory he
opposed popular demands to "squeeze Germany until
the pips squeaked." Generosity towards the weak or
defeated helps distinguish man from the animals; it
might create peace and prevent wars. The theme of his
six volumes of World War II memoirs was actually
drawn from a motto he had proposed to the French after
World War I: "In war, resolution. In defeat, defiance. In

victory, magnanimity. In peace, good will."
And Churchill was an advocate of collective secu-

rity. He had supported the League of Nations between the
wars and the United Nations afterward. Many other
regional security alliances also won his endorsement.

Churchill's "End State" for WW2
What does Churchill see, peering through the

smoke of war towards the future? We may discern nine
pillars of his postwar architecture: (1) The character of
this war is a fight against unmitigated evil; it justifies
and even demands total war by the Allies. (2) There
must be complete surrender of the Axis powers. (3) The
defeated will be punished and disarmed, while the vic-
tors remain armed. (4) The victorious powers seek no
new territories. (5) Postwar relations between states will
be guided by a spirit of equality and non-aggression. (6)
Occupied Europe will be reborn in democratic forms,
including constitutional monarchies, parliaments, con-
gresses, or other legitimate representative institutions.
There is no room for totalitarianism. (7) Europe must
reunite; France and Germany must be friends—even
military partners. (8) Britain will retain a leading post-
war role with Commonwealth and Empire, and a special
relationship with the Americans. (9) There will be a new
world body, a security system, with the idealism of the
League of Nations but without its faults. It will not
destroy state sovereignty, but it will keep the peace
between sovereign states. The three key members will be
the UK, USSR and USA.

1942
As early as 1942 came public Allied statements

ordaining punishment of Axis war criminals. Initial con-
cern was on breaches of international agreements against
aggression. Soon enough, officials added related subjects:
mass murder of prisoners of war and genocide. Citizens
still ask, of the Holocaust, "Did the Allies know?"

Governing circles did. Churchill's early denunci-
ations of persecution of the Jews include a November
1935 article in a popular magazine (The Strand); Hitler
read this in translation and literally threw a fit. During
World War II, state terrorism of the Jews was periodical-
ly reported in world newspapers, and officials were
briefed by escapees and others. Some systematic murders
behind the Wehrmacht's eastward advance were chroni-
cled by Germans themselves and transmitted to the rear
in Enigma cipher; Bletchley Park read certain documents
almost as quickly as Hitler.

Nine of the Allies published their collective
opposition in January 1942. That October Churchill >>

FINEST HOUR 129/15



followed with a letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury,
calling these "systematic cruelties... amongst the most
terrible events of history." He looked towards war's suc-
cessful end, the "enthronement of human rights," and
the end of "racial persecution." One year later, in
October 1943, foreign ministers met and published over
the signatures of Stalin, Roosevelt, and Churchill a dec-
laration with such a Biblical ring that historian John W.
Wheeler-Bennett later judged it obviously authored by
WSC. It warned those who had not yet soaked "their
hands with innocent blood" to "beware lest they join the
ranks of the guilty, for most assuredly the three allied
powers will pursue them to the uttermost ends of the
earth and will deliver them to their accusers in order that
justice may be done."

When the Big Three met in Teheran a month
later, there ensued a famous conversation about what to
do with the German war criminals, retold in Churchill's
Closing the Ring. Stalin suggested executing 50,000 of
the German officer corps. Roosevelt, enigmatically,
replied that merely 49,000 would do. Churchill walked
out. His steady position in the war years was that the
worst fifty to 100 individuals should face justice swiftly,
and then the world should move forward. Other leaders
were less decisive: meetings at Tehran and Yalta renewed
conviction about the need for punishment without set-
tling the number or types of war crime trials, how and
where to conduct them, etc. These matters would roil
through 8 May 1945.

1943
When President Roosevelt pronounced the

words "unconditional surrender" in public, it caused
consternation. Adding to the confusion later was
Churchill, whose recollections about it proved mixed. Sir
Martin Gilbert has written that both principals came to
Casablanca in Morocco with at least one briefing paper
on which appeared the words "unconditional surrender."
Certainly Roosevelt is the man who publicly called it
policy. Its great advantage was that it assured
Washington that even after Germany lost, Britain would
stay in the war against Japan. For similar reasons it was a
guarantee to Moscow, an absolutely key ally.

Churchill liked the phrase. But, beginning a
good argument over grand strategy, he wanted to exclude
Italy and thus unwind the Axis. Churchill's request was
to require "unconditional surrender" only from Germany
and Japan. FDR disagreed, and in London so did the
British War Cabinet. Italy was included. Italian negotia-
tions, while messy, yielded a complete surrender, grow-
ing confidence in the new Italian government, and a spe-
cial status of "co-belligerent" that recognized the role of

Italians in driving out the Germans. Italy was also given
to expect early entry into the postwar "World
Organization," although Soviet opposition would delay
that reward for a decade.

The worry over Germany was of another kind.
The Allies recognized the argument that a public policy
of "unconditional surrender" might make Berlin fight
harder. Prime Minister Churchill's mild reply was that
there was no evidence for it. More pithily, he wrote to
Harry Hopkins in 1945 that it was "false" to say the
demand for 'Unconditional Surrender' prolonged the
war: "Negotiation with Hitler was impossible. He was a
maniac with supreme power to play his hand out to the
end, which he did "

ar termination issues of 1943 also include
something usually ignored in our history
books: the May 22nd conference in
Washington D.C., at the British Embassy.

Vice President Henry Wallace, Secretary of War Henry
Stimson, and Senate Foreign Relations Committee chair-
man Tom Connally were all present. Churchill elaborat-
ed his postwar goals. He wanted a "Supreme World
Council," guided by three principal powers—the UK,
the US, and the USSR—which he invariably called
"Russia." For the moment, he did not push French can-
didacy. He did mention China, explicitly recognizing the
US insistence upon China's status after the war.

Churchill's papers show that he did not believe
that China would be of comparable great power stature
after the war. His staff agreed. So in the embassy he
mentioned the country as a favor to the US, probably.
When Vice President Wallace replied that all the other
states of the world might oppose a Council being run by
only four states, Churchill agreed and answered that
there should be a rotation on the supreme council,
bringing in other powers (for set terms). How familiar
all this sounds today.

Churchill foresaw that Europe should form its
own "United States" (see page 42—Ed.). He admired
Bohemian Count Coudenhove-Kalergi's ideas on a
United States of Europe and would, after the war, speak
vigorously on the subject, and entitle a book of speeches
Europe Unite. It is sad that the Maastricht era of the
early 1990s paid little heed to Churchill's direct contri-
butions to the early movement to unify the continent.

He went on in this May 1943 conference to say
that force would be required to preserve the peace after
war. He suggested something stunning for a Tory: "an
international police force," made up by contingents from
member states. This was no slip of the tongue; he would
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restate the idea forcefully in March 1946 in the "Sinews
of Peace" speech at Fulton, Missouri.

As the luncheon closed, the PM spoke of the
central pier in Britain's postwar security architecture: the
relationship with the United States. In Churchill's words
that day, "Proposals for a world security organization did
not exclude special friendships devoid of sinister purpose
against others," including a "fraternal association" of the
Americans and the British. There might even be com-
mon citizenship, or a common passport. The military
might continue the wartime bilateral "Combined Staff"
arrangement. Having displayed such surprises, he then
said, of course, "he was expressing only personal views."

His American interlocutors were pleased,
including Undersecretary of State Sumner Welles, a for-
mer appeaser whose contempt for Churchill had been
undisguised as late as 1940. Welles now let slip that it
was important to get all this written down before the
war ended: "After the war relaxation would set in, and a
tendency towards isolationism." Roosevelt himself would
make a similar remark, surely frightening Churchill
about the defense of Europe against Soviet encroach-
ments. This may be why, in October 1944 in Moscow,
Churchill cut the "percentages agreement" so suggestive
of the spheres of influence he knew Roosevelt opposed.

And yet this disagreement about a long-term
Western troop presence in Europe helped shape an allied
conviction: both Roosevelt and Churchill agreed that the
system of world security must be agreed upon before
war's end. Ten weeks after D-Day in France, conferees
gathered in northern Washington, D.C., at Dumbarton
Oaks, to lay down parameters of what would become
the United Nations. Its charter would be crafted in San
Francisco by delegates from over four dozen countries.
All that occurred before victory over Japan.

1943-44
What of the fate of Germany? The War Cabinet

had a "Post Hostilities Planning Committee" meeting
many months before D-Day. International wartime con-
ferences addressed the problem. Much was done at the
level of the European Advisory Committee, created in
1943, staffed by foreign ministers, and meeting in
Lancaster House, London. Through the next year, these
officials worked out the details of how Germany would
be occupied. Three zones were planned; one would later
be shifted for strategic reasons; a fourth zone would be
added for France, increasingly influential, and the bene-
ficiary of WSC's lobbying. The results were largely prac-
tical. More intriguing is what was not done with
Germany. Many statesmen of the early 1940s wished to
divide or demilitarize Germany to avoid a third world

war in the 20th century. Churchill often favored detach-
ing Prussia. Other Allied leaders and foreign affairs spe-
cialists had different ideas. And almost all leaders
changed their minds.

The stiffest plan for impairing Germany in the
long term was typed out, double-spaced, on one and a
half small sheets of paper. Prepared by American Henry
Morgenthau, Secretary of the Treasury, it actually was
initialed by FDR and Churchill on 15 September 1944.
It read in part: "This programme for eliminating the
war-making industries on the Ruhr and in the Saar is
looking forward to converting Germany into a country
primarily agricultural and pastoral in its character."
Churchill quickly reconsidered, and withdrew his sup-
port. The document died.

1944
Winning was causing its own problems. Chief

among these, for Churchill personally, was the fate of
Poland. That country had seen little but tragedy since
1939. By mid-1944, Auschwitz alone was swallowing
12,000 lives a day, and Churchill knew about it. Poland's
fate was no mere postwar question; it was a vivid weekly
problem during 1944 and 1945.

The Prime Minister and government worked,
agonized, and nearly despaired. Poland's case vividly
showed how statesmen live in tension between their
visions and what is actually possible. On paper, the idea
of an independent and democratic Poland was agreed
upon—even by Stalin. But off the paper's edge, and
around the table, and all over the room, Polish affairs
were a shambles.

There were two exile parties, each hoping to
form the Polish government. There were two nascent
conventional armies, growing up under Western and
Red Army wings. There were conflicting guarantees by
the Poles' friends. Many charge Roosevelt with double-
dealing, but Churchill also disappointed the Poles by
agreeing early to an amazing Soviet request—physically
to shift the state westward, to notable Soviet advantage
and German disadvantage.

Churchill acceded for three reasons. He could
not afford to lose Soviet help, in that early war period.
Second, he knew that rejecting Moscow's gambit, in
combination with ongoing Axis success in the East,
could let Russia make a separate peace, as in 1917.
Third, Stalin had a political ace to play. After the Great
War, and the subsequent Soviet-Polish war, Lord Curzon
had recommended settlement of the Polish-Soviet border
along an ethnic and cultural line. This Curzon Line lay
well west of the actual border between the two countries
before 1939. All Stalin had to do, in World War II, »
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POLAND, 1921-1945: By agreement of the Allies the postwar
borders of Poland shifted west, taking parts of Pomerania and

Brandenburg and giving up parts of Grodno, Volhynia and
Vilnius (the last later became part of Lithuania), west of the

Curzon Line (between the white and grey areas).

was revive the idea. How could British diplomats call
unreasonable what they had recommended?

Hard-line Poles in London, their countrymen's
eyes upon them, refused to accept new boundaries, and
so drove Churchill to distraction. Their meetings became
overheated. But Churchill and Stalin were as stubborn as
these Poles, and held more power. In the end Poland was
shifted westward. The Soviets' war termination planning
of 1944 hurt Poland in two other ways. Both destroyed
potential leaders of a postwar political renaissance. In
August 1944, the Red Army was within reach of
Warsaw, and broadcast a message to the residents to rise
up. Only too ready to do so, they were shot to pieces by
German forces—15,000 in the underground army died,
as did tens of thousands of other Poles. The second
tragedy concerned only 16 people—but they were
London-based leaders of a future Polish democracy.
Moscow invited them eastward to confer with other
Polish exiles the Communists were readying for the
takeover. They went, were kidnapped, and never
returned. Churchill's moral indignation at this is impos-
sible to overstate. (See "Apologize for What?," FH
125:7.) By spring 1945 he had only declining hopes for
central and Eastern Europe in the postwar world.

1945
The last year of the war opened with disap-

pointments, including Germany's new "vengeance"

weapons. The Yalta conference proved yet another.
Although the Soviets did pledge to declare war against
Japan almost as soon as Germany surrendered, much else
went poorly at Yalta. President Roosevelt's physical weak-
ness was as apparent as Marshal Stalin's confidence and
the Red Army gains signified on staff maps.

There was no resolution of questions over the
amount of reparations to be demanded by the USSR.
The Soviets declined to promise to vacate northern Iran,
and this would lead to the first post-1945 crisis—
resolved largely by the strength of President Truman.
The two sides at Yalta exchanged promises on POW
releases, and on this the Soviets generally delivered, but
later the NKVD executed ten thousand souls returned
by the West from German prison camps. In military
strategy, Churchill made a last pitch for his famous, divi-
sive proposal to land in the northern Adriatic Sea, and
drive north, bringing Western troops from the Adriatic
up to Vienna. His concept was again rejected, and
Vienna would spend ten years in Soviet hands until an
Austrian State Treaty of peace was signed.

Churchill hurried away from the Crimea and
refreshed himself in Greece. There he addressed a
thrilled crowd, the largest he'd ever seen, 40,000 people
in a square in Athens. Greece was a country he had done
much for, and his "deal" for its freedom in Moscow in
October 1944 (part of the percentages agreement) may
have deterred Stalin from giving more than minimal aid
to Communist rebels in the post-1945 civil war. In later
years Churchill always showed pleasure in his controver-
sial decisions about Greece, believing he'd helped save
the country's future.

Spring 1945 brought questions over the line of
march. The most vital came as a surprise, which Stephen
Ambrose described in Eisenhower and Berlin, 1945. Ike
announced that instead of driving on at Berlin, he
would turn most armies southward, towards Leipzig and
Dresden. The British were stunned. This opened up a
new strategic question. What was more important: to
crush remaining German armies, or to take their capital?
General Eisenhower took the former view. He said the
Soviets were better poised to take Berlin, the German
forces had migrated southward, and reports came of
Nazi plans for a last stand in an Alpine "redoubt."

The British answer was on the political value of
Western soldiers' boots in Berlin. But while Churchill
protested openly, Eisenhower was unmoved, and
Washington left the decision largely to the general in the
field. In the end, four of the places closest to Hitler's
heart fell about the same time. The Soviets took the
German capital. The American Seventh Army swept up
Munich and Berchtesgaden in Bavaria, while the US
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Third Army took Linz in Austria. Unconditional surren-
der of the Germans came May 7th.

Churchill received the news from a loyal aide,
Captain Pym, who had charge of the all-important map
room. Teasing, the Prime Minister said to Pym: "For five
years you've brought me bad news, sometimes worse
than others. Now you've redeemed yourself."

Victory created new problems. Two of them
were closely connected: the Soviet ally was unmanage-
able, and the Americans' postwar occupation duty would
be short—Roosevelt had said "two years." When the
Soviets had been poised to take over the capitals of
Central and Eastern Europe, Churchill had cabled FDR:
"March as far east into Germany as possible." When
Roosevelt had died in April 1945, his successor Harry
Truman received a similar Churchillian telegram: "Shake
hands [with the Russians] as far east as possible."

Summer did find US forces well to the east of
lines prepared at earlier conferences for postwar occupa-
tion, but after VE Day Eisenhower proposed to draw
them back. Churchill begged the US to see them as a
bargaining bit, while prodding the Soviets on concerns
such as Poland. Again Churchill lost the debate. The
long narrow zone in Germany was vacated by the GIs,
an event Churchill identified at the time as "one of the
most melancholy in history." The Western allies contin-
ued to hold to intra-war agreements, while their Eastern
comrade continued to violate many of them.

Peace was formalized in five treaties, made in
Paris, and signed in February 1947. These covered the
lesser powers: Italy, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, and
Finland. Years of interest in a formal peace treaty for
Germany withered away amidst the problems of the
four-power occupation and cold war rivalries, and the
last American effort died in 1951.

Three Conclusions
There can never be certainty about how long a

war will run. What is certain is that planning for war
termination bears directly upon the making of policy
and its supporting strategies, and is therefore vital
throughout the course of the war. In the UK, planning
for the "end state"—as it is now called—was up and
running, by fits and starts, in 1942, and 1943. But that
is not to pretend that the silver cup held everything
Churchill had hoped for. He had reason to title the last
of his six WW2 volumes, Triumph and Tragedy.

Secondly, it must be admitted that some ques-
tions are better postponed than fully answered before vic-
tory. FDR was known for postponing the divisive or
merely unpleasant, and sometimes Churchill took this
route too. In 1944 he avoided a few postwar issues rising

in the Commons, lest it undercut the total war effort. As
late as January 1945 the Prime Minister slapped at his
hard-working Foreign Minister, Andiony Eden, for pre-
suming too much about the moods in Europe and
Germany after victory: "It is a mistake to try to write out
on little pieces of paper what the vast emotions of an out-
raged and quivering world will be either immediately after
the struggle is over or when the inevitable cold fit follows
the hot.. ..there is therefore wisdom in reserving one's
decisions as long as possible and until all the facts and
forces diat will be potent at the moment are revealed."

If Churchill occasionally found wisdom in
reserving decisions, more often than not he decided. The
need for a wide and permanent "system of general secu-
rity" after war was recognized formally as early as 1941,
by the Atlantic Charter. No later than mid-1943,
Churchill was in official talks on the shape of the future
"World Organization." Which postwar riddles can be
solved during the fighting, and which cannot? Much
depends upon prudence, timing, and opportunity.

Third, this contest revealed Churchill as a man
with a true sense for when war would end in Europe. If
we look, and on this narrow matter very few historians
have—we find his predictions about the pace of the war
and its end-date to be very good. In the Commons on
31 October 1944, after initial cautious words about
when war would end, he ventured a projection: "Let us
assume, however, that the German war ends in March,
April, or May..." Over and over, he proved better at
estimating the end-date than high officials and military
commanders, allied or British—including Dwight
Eisenhower, George Marshall, John Dill, Alexander
Cadogan, Alan Brooke and other British service chiefs.

Deservedly famous for prewar predictions,
Churchill also deserves plaudits for his estimates and
plans related to war's end. Because he held such power in
Britain, and in the Grand Alliance, his insight was a
great asset for the coalition at war and the peace to
come. Had he been badly wrong, it would have had
equal but negative impact. Unfortunately, the old war
horse was not as focused on his own prospects, or those
of his Conservative Party. The Tories were thrown out in
elections during the Potsdam Conference. This was a
near-total surprise to Churchill. But he declined all obvi-
ous opportunities to criticize the British electorate. His
magnanimity, so visible in victory, could also be seen
after his party's defeat in the balloting. Churchill accept-
ed the advice he himself had offered the House of
Commons in a speech of 1944: "At the bottom of all the
tributes paid to democracy, is the little man, walking
into the little booth, with a little pencil, making a little
cross on a little bit of paper...." $
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ENGLISH-SPEAKING PEOPLES

Wartime Questions Today:
The Doctrine of

Preemption
BY GEORGE F. WILL

WHAT CHURCHILL KNEW: That America may be casualty averse has been a constant

recurring anxiety, as Winston Churchill could have told us—and in fact did tell us when he

came to North America immediately after Pearl Harbor. Churchill gave a speech in which

he said, "We have not journeyed all this way across the centuries, across the oceans,

across the mountains, across the prairies, because we are made of sugar candy."

No, we are not. We are much tougher than our enemies understand.

hat I will say tonight about the war of terror
draws heavily on my earlier life as a professor
and student of political philosophy. A long
life in journalism and around Washington,

D.C., has taught me not just that ideas have conse-
quences, but that only ideas have large and lasting conse-
quences. We are in a war of terror being waged by peo-
ple who take ideas with lethal seriousness, and we had
better take our own ideas seriously as well.

I think the beginning of understanding the war
is to understand what happened on 9/11. What hap-
pened was that we as a people were summoned back
from a holiday from history that we had understandably
taken at the end of the Cold War. History is served up
to the American people with uncanny arithmetic preci-
sion. Almost exactly sixty years passed from the October
1929 collapse of the stock market to the November
1989 crumbling of the Berlin Wall—sixty years of
depression, hot war, and cold war, at the end of which
the American people said: "Enough, we are not interest-
ed in war anymore."

The trouble is, as Trotsky once said, "You may
not be interested in war, but war is interested in you."
And this was a war with a new kind of enemy—suicidal,
and hence impossible to deter, melding modern science
with a kind of religious primitivism. Furthermore, our
enemy today has no return address in the way that previ-
ous adversaries, be it Nazi Germany or Stalin's Russia,
had return addresses. When attacks emanated from
Germany or Russia, we could respond militarily or we
could put in place a structure of deterrence and contain-
ment. Not true with this new lot.

Preemption: Necessary but Problematic
In 1946, Congress held what are today remem-

bered, by the few who remember such things, as the
"Screwdriver Hearings." They summoned J. Robert
Oppenheimer, head of the Manhattan Project, and asked
him if it would be possible to smuggle an atomic device
into New York City and detonate it. Oppenheimer
replied that of course it would be possible. Congress

"English-Speaking Peoples" is an opinion series on current questions before what some call the
"Anglosphere"—the great democracies Churchill loved—not suggesting what Winston Churchill would
make of modern issues, but cast in the light of his experience. Contrasting views are welcome and will be
published. Mr. Will is a Churchill Centre member and a nationally syndicated journalist. This article is
excerpted from his speech at Hillsdale College, Michigan on 23 May 2005. Reprinted by permission from
Imprimis, the national speech digest of Hillsdale College, with thanks also to President Larry Arnn. For the
full text visit http://www.hillsdale.edu/imprimis/2005/September/ or email the editor.
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