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EMARES OF THE MIND

Joseph Hern's "Winston
Churchill and Boston" (FH 127)
missed one Boston quotation that |
believe stands apart from the rest:
"The empires of the future are the
empires of the mind." In my opinion
this prediction should be placed
amongst those at the top of the list
when citing Churchill as a man
ahead of histime.

GEORGE D. O'NEILL, NEW YORK, NY

Editor's response: Indeed thatisa
prescient line. The full text appears
on our website (http://xrl.us/ihyj)
and in FH 80 (third quarter 1993).

BOMBING THE KURDS?

| was interested to read in FH
127 Churchill's opinion on the use of
"poison gas" which—according to
Mr. lves (@ The Centre, p. 5) and
others (Despatch Box, p. 4) was not
necessarily based upon racial prgu-
dices. Butin arelated area, | have
been told that Churchill's attitude
towards the Iragi Kurds was little
different than Saddam Hussein's. At
the University of Cambridge
International Summer Schools, the
professor told us that Churchill said
bombing was the best way to cope
with the Kurds. These are not the
exact words the professor used, but
thisiswhat he meant to say.

This was a great shock to me
and | should have asked for his
source. Now | have no way to inves-
tigate this. As| am anew member |
do not know whether this might
have been already discussed in your
journal. Your response would be
highly appreciated.

HIRONORINAKAMURA, KYOTO, JAPAN

Editor'sresponse: Therearetwenty-
four references to "Kurds" in
Churchill's writings and speeches,
but none of them contains anything
close to the suggestion that "bomb-
ing is the best way to cope with the
Kurds." It seems highly unlikely
that he would have taken this view.
At the 1921 Cairo Conference, which
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redrew the boundaries of the
Middle East, Churchill pushed for a
Kurdish homeland. Here is an i
excerpt from Sr Martin Gilbert,
Winston S. Churchill, vol. 4, The
Sricken World 1916-1922 (L ondon:
Heinemann, 1975, 537-38):

..officids of the Middle East Depart-
ment drew up a memorandum for
the use of the Cairo Conference. It
represented their collective view of
what should be done, and Churchill
gave it his full approva....The
memorandum urged that the "
purely Kurdish areas’ in the north
of Mesopotamia should not be
included in the new Arab State but
that Britain should help to promote
"the principles of Kurdish unity and
nationdity," sending a British
Adviser to the area, and encouraging
the Kurds to set up "some form of
central Kurdish organisation."

Churchill's advisers rgjected his
urgings for a Kurdish national
home, saying that Britain would ;
always be able to exert amoderating .
influence in Irag

Churchill had a distinct apprecia-
tion for the difficulties of minorities.
In 1905 as Colonial Undersecretary,
he defended the rights of Indiansin
South Africa. None other than
Gandhi, said in 1935, "I have got a
good recollection of Mr Churchill
when he was in the Colonia Office,
and somehow or other since then |
have held the opinion that | can
always rely on his sympathy and
goodwill."

Mr. Nakamura replies: | am very
grateful to you for having taken the
time to reply my questions. Asyou
write in your email, now | under-
stand, it was not likely at al that
Churchill had that view, even if the
attitudes of his generation in _
Victorian times towards race-issues ‘
are taken into consideration. The |
details gave me a great rdief. Thank a|

|

you very much. | hope that the
Churchill Centre's great work and |
study will go on and on. $ |




PRESIDENT'S LETTER

CONGRATULATIONS all round, from ‘"the husband of the singer"” to
everyone who contributed, in front of and behind the scenes, to the
Twenty-Second International Churchill Conference in Quebec City.

nother International Churchill Conference is history, and we who
attended were surrounded by it. The superb Quebec City setting, "
the venerable Hotel Frontenac, and the panel presentations and Virgra ad B—I ives at Queb
speeches dealing with the monumental events of 1943 and 1944 Quebec meetings,
"Quadrant" and "Octagon,” combined for another memorable Churchill conference. Post-
conference comments and reactions of the attendees amply attest to its success, which could not have
been achieved without the tireless efforts of the team from ICS/Canada, the member volunteers who
registered and otherwise looked after our members and guests, and, of course, The Churchill

Centre's staff in Washington and its editor in New Hampshire. Even the weather cooperated when
required, although there was some serious disagreement as to who should receive the credit.

It is always risky to single out anyone for special mention when so many did so much. Not
being risk averse, let me mention Lady Soames and Solveig Barber as two participants who added
dashes of lively color to the typically more subdued demeanors associated with most of us at these
events. Our Patron's energetic participation in al aspects of this event, from the seven-hour pre-
conference Board of Governors meeting and the lengthy dinner diat followed it, to the departure
brunch on Sunday, underscores once again how much The Churchill Centre relies on her active
patronage. And Solveig didn't just beautifully sing the National Anthems, and other period pieces, as
she has done at past conferences. Attired in aWorld War Il uniform, she read with personality and
verve a most interesting letter home, written by a secretarial participant in the 1943 Quebec
Conference. Additionally, she found time to record beautiful renditions of songs from yesteryear, and
to have them for sale at the Conference to benefit the Centre.

The ambience, fellowship and intellectual stimulation so evident at this 22nd annual
Conference is what The Churchill Centre's members and frequent attendees have come to expect.
And rightly so. Our gatherings have long been one of the cornerstones of the worldwide Churchill
community, and shall remain so. Electronic communication, | must ruefully admit, has its place. But
the warm embrace, the firm handshake, the wry smile, the twinkle in the eye of a jokester, the can-
dor encouraged by unhurried conversation, and the taste of a good port blanketed in rich cigar
smoke simply cannot be communicated through cyberspace; but they al can be experienced at our
annual conferences.

Detailed planning for the 2006 Chicago Conference and the 2007 Vancouver Conference is
well advanced. Thereafter, The Centre's annual conferences will be held in New England, Great
Britain, San Francisco, Washington D.C. and Ottawa in that order. For those of you who have never
attended one of our conferences, may | suggest you do yourself (and your W
spouse) a real favor by doing so? | have known legions of attendees who @M

praise them, and have never known anyone who regretted coming.
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Quotation of the Season
‘ ‘ I f deep causes of division are to be

DATELINES |

BEAUX-ARTS

ST. PETERSBURG, FEBRUARY 1ST—The Russian
Academy of Beaux-Arts created a bronze statue
of Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin to mark the
60th anniversary of the Yalta conference,
which commenced on 4 February 1945. The
statue is refreshingly unique, based on no
known photograph. The Churchill statue is

impressively lifelike.

removed from our midst, if all our ener-
gies are to be concentrated upon the
essential task of increasing our strength

YALTA SCULPTURE: The three leaders are very accurately depicted from their
appearances in 1245, and it seems to us that the expressions say a great deal.

BOOKS FOR LARRY
DALLAS NOVEMBER 15TH— Parker Lee and
Sheryl Hamlin responded to our
appeal for Churchill books (November
Chartwell Bulletin) to replace those lost
by Cdr. Larry Kryske at his Mississippi
home in Hurricane Katrina. Then Jay
Piper weighed in with the offer of his
entire Churchill library! "As aretired
U.S. Navy Master Chief Petty Officer
| fed | must throw aline to Cdr.
Kryske. | will be happy to donate my
library to him." We are so grateful for
your great kindness!

Three generous CC members have
helped replace a terrible loss. If anyone
else lost books in the Katrina deluge,

please contact the editor, and we will
see what we can do!

HESPVOLUME V

LONDON, SEPTEMBER 6TH—Higtorian and
member Andrew Roberts has taken on
the daunting task of picking up where
Churchill's History of the English-
Fpeaking Peoples left off, at the dawn of
the 20th century, by publishing a fifth
volume to add to Churchill's four. It
will trace the main events of the 20th
century chronologicaly, with WSC a
dominant figure.

But Roberts departs from the
approach of the original: "Churchill
told stories like King Alfred burning
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and security, it can only be because of lofty and
unselfish ideals which command the allegiance of
all classes here at home, which rouse their echoes
in the breasts even of the dictator-ridden peoples

themselves, and stir the pulses of the English-
speaking race in every quarter of the globe."

-WSC, FREE TRADE HALL,
MANCHESTER, 9 MAY 1938

the cakes as though they were true," he
explained of a famous myth in Volume
I. "He had a very broad minded view
when it came to evidence, which |
don't think any historian would get
away with today.

"Equally, I'm not going to adopt
the grandiloquent style. He might have
got a Nobel Prize in literature, but |
don't think you can get away with that
kind of thing any longer.

“It's not going to be a polemical
book. | don't think they can be sus-
tained—it's much eassier to write a
thousand words of polemic than a
thousand pages. It's not going to have
any overt political bent." But Roberts
will be upbeat: "I think the English-
speaking peoples did pretty well in the
20th century. The astonishing thing is
that they ended the century as power-
fully as they began it."

John Charmley, author of the
controversial but dways interesting
(see FH 79-81!) Churchill: The End of
Glory, guesses that "Andrew Roberts
will cock a snook at modern histori-
ans and go for Churchill's old-fash-
ioned view. We now have much more
access to 'history from below,' but
Churchill was an dlitist and Andrew
isn't exactly known as a non-elitist.
[Neither are you, John! —Ed.]
Churchill would have approved of
Andrew's audacity because he was
audacious himsdf. 1'd imagine
Churchill at the centre of events in
this book." Audacity, that's it!




DIDN'T HE SELL INSURANCE?
LONDON, FEBRUARY 10TH, 2005— M any
teenagers think Winston Churchill was
an insurance salesman because they
have seen TV ads for the Churchill
Insurance Company, reports Metro.
Grandson Winston Churchill, speak-
ing at the opening of the Churchill
Museum, said, "Young people are
completely ignorant about his role in
World War Il because history teaching
is so poor in this country. I'm appalled
how abysmal, for the most part, teach-
ing is—it makes one want to despair.
How many of the younger generation
know that Britain was responsible for
freedom in Europe today? How many
know it was not Germany that
declared war on Britain but Britain
that declared war on the Nazis? How
many know it was not Winston
Churchill who declared war, but
Neville Chamberlain?'

BOOS FROM THE SATIATED
LONDON, NOVEMBER 2ND— Reacting to a
Daily Express poll as to whether the
new Churchill Museum is a good idea,
S. Wright of Lincoln writes: "Quite
frankly, I've had about as much as |
can take of Churchill, Hitler and the
Second World War. Hardly aweek
goes by without yet another television
history show about the war. How
many more times can historians and
TV producers rake over the cold ashes
of a conflict which ended sixty years
ago? Perhaps young people are o igno-
rant about history because it is so
omnipresent that they have closed
their minds to it."

THEY BOOED IN '42, TOO
LONDON, JUNE i4TH— Correspondent
Jimmy Moon, aveteran of the Eighth
Army, explained to the Daily Mail why
troops booed Churchill on 8 August
1942, when he stopped in North
Africa on his trip to Moscow to meet
Stalin: "We Desert Rats of 1940 vin-
tage booed him as he drove past
because we had just learned that he
had sacked our commander, General
Claude Auchinleck, one of the finest

desert generas [who] on July 27th had
won the first battle of EI Alamein. [See
'‘Churchill and the Western Desert
Campaign,’ FH 128:18.] Churchill
demanded that Auchinleck attack
Rommel's positions, but he refused,
saying he had to make up his losses in
men and equipment and would be
ready by September. Churchill

replaced him with Genera Gott,

who was killed as he went to take up
his post. WSC turned to the sf-
opinionated and abrasive Montgomery,
who refused to attack until October
23rd, when he had assembled an army
superior to the enemy, and even then
he nearly lost."

"DEAR MR. SHELMERDINE,
LONDON, JNE 3MH— "My original ambi-
tion was to become ajournalist and
war correspondent, as was my fatlier
before me. Indeed, that iswhat | did
for my first eight years after leaving
University at Oxford and before enter-
ing Parliament in 1970. Yours
sincerely, Winston S. Churchill."

Clearly this is from the present
Winston Churchill to Dominic
Shelmerdine, who compiled My
Original Ambition simply by writing
famous people and asking what they
first aspired to be. Except that this
letter is pictured in The Daily Record
alongside a photo of Sir Winston.

YOU MISSED IT
LONDON, OCTOBER 21S— Eleven
Morpeth Mansions, the former
London duplex of Winston Churchill
{FH 127:8) sold for close to its £2 mil-
lion asking price. Bill Roedy, vice
chairman and president of MTV
Networks International, bought the
house, according to the sdler, Peter
Sheppard. [Mr. Roedy immediately
announced that he was presenting the
flat to ICS/UK. Just kidding, aad]

The apartment, on the fifth and
sixth floors overlooking Westminster
Cathedral, is where Churchill met
with MPs opposing Neville
Chamberlain's policy of avoiding a
direct conflict with Hitler. The
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LIGHT AND AIRY, Morpeth Mansions is a

gem of a flat, looking out upon
Westminsier, a perfect eyrie fora
Cassandra brooding on trouble to come.

Churchills owned the premises during
Winston's 1930s "Wilderness Years,"
when he was excluded from office.

The flat measures 2,758 sguare feet
with four bedrooms, two bathrooms
and three interconnecting reception
rooms. Mr. Sheppard, chairman of the
Catholic Herald, a UK weekly, had
owned the duplex for ten years and
listed it in early 2005.

—TROY MCMULLEN, WALL STREET JOURNAL

FOOTSTEPS TO CHARTWELL
LONDON, AFRIL 13TH— Beginning today,
BBC4 ran an eight-part series, "In the
Footsteps of Churchill,” written and
presented by Richard Holmes, author
of the accompanying book by the same
title (reviewed, FH 128:37).

"History for me has dways been as
much about the heart as die head,"
says Holmes. "I didn't want to do just
another survey of a life that is aready
well documented, but instead to get a
fed for his time and, in particular, the
places he visited." Holmes took a com-
prehensive journey, beginning »




DATELINES

The Churchill Connection to
the Ferry Winston Churchill

Lady Churchill with Captain
Thomsen on the bridge at
Greenwich for the christening.

self to his country and to the
whole free world." Also, the ship
had a wonderful and unique bust
of Churchill in the dining room.
Photos attached are from a little
book about the ship published in
1991. The ferry was sold for
scrap in India two years ago, so it
has probably now disappeared,
alas. —Reneé Hojris

FOOTSTEPSTO CHARTWELL...
at the beginning at Blenheim Palace
and ending at his favorite digs in the
South of France.

"I followed Churchill from Spion
Kop to Cairo and Ploegsteert to Yata,
but it was a Chartwell that | fdt
closest to him. He chose it partly for
its location, in the quintessentially
English Weald of Kent, but still com-
fortably close to London. Although it
is neither a grand house nor a beauti-
ful one, its setting is stunning, and
sums up dl that Churchill was fighting
for in 1940. He dictated his books,
and would then work on the proofs,
standing at a specially designed desk in
his first floor study [second floor in
USA]. It is dtill there, and there were

OPENHAGEN, NOVEMBER 10TH-
CThe writer from Ships

Monthly (FH 128:42) over-
looked two important facts about
this beautiful ship. Lady Churchill
named the ship while it was in
Greenwich at the request of the
company, DFDS (not DKDS), who
wished to express "a grateful ven-
eration for a man who gave him-

The Churchill bust in the ship's din-
ing room. Was it rescued, and where
is it today?

moments when | thought he was, too.
If you are inclined to tread in just one
of his footsteps, then let it be at
Chartwell: | swear you can till catch a
whiff of Havana."

HRH INVOKES WSC
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 2ND— H R H
Prince Charles and Camilla, Duchess
of Cornwall, spent the day with the
President and First Lady, highlighted
by a private lunch at the White House,
avidt to aloca school with Mrs.
Bush, and a lavish dinner with music
and dancing for 130 luminaries from
politics, business, sports and the arts.
Among their gifts to the First Family,
the roya couple brought a set of
Churchill'sCollected Essays. [Unsung
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heroes: were it not for our rediscovery
of the remaining unbound sheets in
the 1980s, this set would not have
been available. —Ed.]

The President and the Prince
exchanged toasts to the Anglo-
American relationship. Bush noted
how both countries faced fascism and
communism in the 20th century and
were fighting today against an "ide-
ology of hatred and intolerance_The
people of the United States draw great
strength from having the United
Kingdom as an aly," he said. "Your
courage and fortitude are an inspira
tion to people throughout the world."

Charles quoted Churchill's remark
that the friendliness of Americans
toward British travelers was "some-
thing to marvel at," adding, "Well,
nothing has changed, Mr. President,”
as Camilla smiled. HRH aso recalled
World War |1, the 2001 terrorist
attacks, the London bombings and the
recent death of civil rights icon Rosa
Parks: "I need hardly say that so many
people throughout the world look to
the United States of America for a lead
on the most crucial issues that face our
planet and, indeed, the lives of our
grandchildren. Truly, the burdens of
the world rest on your shoulders."

Among the dinner guests were
former first lady Nancy Reagan,
accompanied by television producer
Merv Griffin; former NFL star Lynn
Swann; newly installed Chief Justice
John Roberts; and Lt. Gen. Russd L.
Honore, the military coordinator in
the Gulf Coast region following
Hurricane Katrina.

—DARLENE SUPERVILLE, ASSOCIATED PRESS »
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WSC, FRS
TALLAHASSEE, NOVEMBER 7TH— ProfeSSOr
Bruce A. Thyer, of the College of
Socid Work, Florida State University,
was curious as to why Churchill was
named a Fellow of the Roya Society
on 29 May 1941: "l thought the RS
was primarily a scientific organization,
and while WSC was tremendously
broad in his interests, | am unaware of
his direct contributions to science.
Perhaps this was strictly their effort at
honoring a great leader in wartime?'

Senior Editor Paul Courtenay
responded, "Fellowship of the Roya
Society is a highly prestigious achieve-
ment. In WSC's case it was purely
honorific (smilar to an honorary
degree from a university, but rarer).”

Professor Thyer next contacted the
Roya Society itsdf, to see if there was
a specific citation. According to Ross
MacFarlane, assistant archivist (Fellows
Papers), "Churchill was considered for
election under Statute 12, which exists
for people who, it is considered, 'either
have rendered conspicuous
service to the cause of science, or are
such that their election would be of
signa benefit to the Society.' "

May 1941 was a particularly
depressing time. Perhaps the R.S.
considered that it would be an oppor-
tunity to provide the Prime Minister
with some good news.

ERRATA, FH 128

Page 9: Contrary to our report,
WSC did not vist McCormick's estate
Cantigny, and its "Hidden Room" is
not named for him. His 1932 visit was
cancelled because, till recuperating
from his New York car accident, he
stayed in Chicago. —Phil Larson

Page 14: Although Churchill did
use some unnamed DC-3s, Ascalon
was a prototype Avro York, the trans-
port version of the Lancaster bomber.
Also, his Liberator Commando, was
preceded by one called Marco Polo;
both were converted B-24s, designated
C-87s—Chris Serling

Page 21: in the sidebar, the Field
Marshal's name is "Rundstedt." $

LOCAL CONTACTS
TCC Official Affiliates in Bold Face

Locd Affars Coordinator:

Gary Garrison (ccsgary @bellsouth.net)
2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 509-5430; fax (770) 565-5925
Deputy Coordinator
Paul Courtenay (ndege@tiscali.co.uk)
Park Lane Lodge, Quarley
Andover, Hampshire SP11 8QB UK
tel. (01264) 889627

Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of Alaska
Judith &c Jim Muller (afjwm@uaa.aaska.edu)
2410 Gaewood St., Anchorage AK 99508
tel. (907) 786-4740; fax (907) 786-4647

Churchill Centre Arizona
Larry Pike (Ivpike@Chartwellgrp.com)
4927 E. Crestview Dr., Paradise Vdley AZ 85253
bus. tel. (602) 445-7719; cdl (602) 622-0566

California: Churchillians of the Desert
David Ramsay (rambo85@aol.com)
74857 S. Cove Drive, Indian Wdls CA 92210
tel. (760) 837-1095

Churchillians of Northern Cdifornia
Richard Mastio (rcmastio@earthlink.net)
2996 Franciscan Way, Carmel CA 93923-9216
tel. (831) 625-6164

Chur chillians of Southern California
Leon J. Waszak (leonwaszak @aol.com)
235 South Ave. #66, Los Angdes CA 90042
td. (323) 257-9279; bus td. (818) 240-1000 x5844

Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)
22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
tel. (708) 352-6825

Detroit: Gary Bonine (bo9@charter.net)
3609 Lake George Road, Dryden M| 48428
tel. (810) 796-3180

England North: ICS/'UK Northern Branch
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage"
Station Road, Goldsborough

Knaresboroug_h, No_rth_Yo_rkghir_e HG5 8NT
tel. (01432) 863225
Florida North
Richard Streff (sreif Tr@belsouth.net)

81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel. (352) 378-8985

Georgia Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)
2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 509-5430; fax (770) 565-5925

Nebraska: Churchill Round Table of Neb.
John Meeks (jmeeks@wrldhstry.com)
7720 Howard Street #3, Omaha NE 68114
tel. (402) 968-2773

New England Churchillians
Joseph L. Hern (jhern@fhmboston.com)
340 Bede Street, Quincy MA 02170
tel. (617) 773-1907; bus. tel. (617) 248-1919

Churchill Society of New Orleans
Edward F. Martin
2328 Coliseum St., New Orleans LA 70130
tel. (504) 582-8152

North Carolina Churchillians
A. Wenddl Mussr MD (amusser @nc.rr.com)
1214 Champions Pointe Drive
Durham NC 27712; te. (919) 593-0804

Ohio: Northern Ohio Churchillians
Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)
1301 East 9th St. #3500, Cleveland OH 44114
tel. (216) 781-1212

Washington Society for Chur chill
Christopher H. Sterling, Pres (chriss@gwu.edu)
4507 AirlieWay, Annandale VA 22003
tel. (202) 994-0363

Churchill Centre South Texas
James T. Slattery (dattery@fed-med.com)
2803 Red River Creek
San Antonio, TX 78259-3542
mobile: (210) 601-2143, fax: (210) 497-0904

North Texas Emery Reves Churchillians
John Restrepo (cunengland@aol.com)
4520 Lorraine Avenue, Ddlas TX 75205
tel. (214) 522-7201

Tennesee: Vanderbilt University Young Churchill
Club, Prof. John English
(john.h.english@vanderbilt.edu), Box 1616,
Station B, Vanderbilt Univ., Nashville TN 37235

Toronto: Other Club of Ontario
Norm & Jean MacLeod (jesna@idirect.com)
16 Glenlaura Ct., Ashburn ON LOB 1A0
tel. (905) 655-4051

RT HON SSRWINSTON S. CHURCHILL
SOCIETY, CANADA

Cdlgary: Rick Billington, Pres. (rnbill @telus.net)
2379 Longridge Drive, Calgary AB T3E 5N7
tel. (403) 249-5016

Edmonton: Dr. Edward Hutson, Pres.
(jehutson@shaw.ca)
98 Rehwinkel Road, Edmonton AB T6R 178
tel. (780) 430-7178

British Columbia: Christopher Hebb, Pres.
(cavell_capita @telus.net)
1806-1111 W. Georgia Street, Vancouver BC
V6E 4M 3; tel. (604) 209-6400

Vancouver |s.: Victor Burgall, Pres.
(burg@shaw.ca) P. O. Box 2114, Sidney, BC
V8L 3S6, td; (250) 727-7345
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UK NEWS

RCDS BUST UNVEILED

NOVEVBER 0TH— A specialy commis
sioned bust of Churchill was unveiled at
the Royd College of Defence Studies by
his grandson Winston, who was accom-
panied by other members of his family.
The College, in central London, owes its
origins to the recommendation of a
Cabinet committee in 1922, presided
over by WSC, then Secretary of State for
the Colonies. Called the Imperia
Defence College until adopting its cur-
rent title in 1970, it was established in
1927. It runs year-long courses for
senior Service officers and Government
officids. members of the 2005 course
come from forty-one different countries.
The bronze bust measures 7x70cm,
weighs 85 kilos and now stands in a
prominent position in the entrance hall.
The sculptor is Margarita Hernandez, a
Colombian living in London.

WOODFORD/EPPING BRANCH
NOVEMBER J0TH— A new Branch was
inaugurated on WSC's birthday; it
covers the area of his fina parliamentary
congtituency at Woodford, together with
its earlier partner Epping—he was MP

for one or both places from 1924 to
1964—and the surrounding area. Thirty
people attended; they expect to meet
regularly three times a year.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This occurred on 29 April, with a talk
by Hugh Lunghi, one of WSC's Russan
interpreters at Teheran, Potsdam and his
vidgts to Russa. FHWiW carry details.

BERLIN VISIT

This is scheduled for 1-7 May, when
Lady Soames will unveil a plague at the
villa near Potsdam occupied by her
father and herself in July 1945.

PORTSMOUTH DVD
This memento of the 2004 Conference
will form avaluable record of Society the

wider historical scene because it includes
the personal experiences of D-Day par-
ticipants with conference activities.
Details will be published when the pro-
ject has been findised.

COURTENAY AT WINCHESTER
FEBRUARY 15— Paul Courtenay spoke on
some of the less well-known things
Churchill said and wrote, particularly in
early life, at the Winchester Association
of National Trust Members. The talk wes
very well attended in a packed church
hall, where over 100 gathered. He dis-
cussed Churchill's life chronologicaly,
using dides and quotations. The audi-
ence particularly appreciated the many
examples of Churchill's humour, his joke
about de Gaulle being "like a femae
llama surprised in the bath" being a par-
ticular favourite.

HAVENGORE

The vesH that carried WSC's coffin up
the Thames dfter his State funera in
1965 was auctioned on 15 December.
The highest bid was £780,000 and did
not reach the reserve price, so no sde has
yet taken place.

Battle of Ramillies Tercentenary 1/06-2006

"The French Army flying before us wher-
ever we come, thd they arejoyn'd by a
ftrong Detachment from the Mosal. "

Postscript to The Post-Boy
London, 25 May 1706
John Frogt Historical Newspaper Collection

n Express is arriv'd this Morning to

her Mgesty, from the Duke of
Marlborough with the welcome News
that the Allies have made themselves
Masters of the Strong and Rich Cities
of Ghent and Brugesin Flanders, as aso
Antwerp in Brabant, and al this with-
out the loss of one Man, those Places
being abandon'd by the French, the
Inhabitants Surrender'd the said Places
to his Grace the Duke of Marlborough,
and thereupon declar'd for King Charles
[later Charles VI, Holy Roman
Emperor]. Advice came to the Army

that severd other Places have likewise
submitted to the Allies, and have
declar'd for his Catholick Maesty, so
the Countrys of Spanish Flanders, and
Brabant, are entirely reduc'd to his
Majesty's Obedience. The French Army
flying before us wherever we come, tho'
they are joyn'd by a strong Detachment
from the Mosel.

By this Express, Sir Thomas
Franklin has receiv'd a Letter which
confirms the raising of the Siege of
Barcelona, and the Defeat of the Duke
of Anjou's Army in Catalonia, with
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Loss of 6000 of his Men kill'd on the
spot, besides 2000 prisoners, with
most of his Baggage and Artillery.

The said Letter further adds, That
the Mereschal d'Theffe is dangerously
wounded, and that abundance of
French Officers were taken, and sent
by the Earl of Peterborough as a
Present to King Charles the Third,
who continues in Barcelona.

The Readers are desired to take
notice, that the True Postscript to the
Post-Boy, is Printed for Abel Roger at
the Black-Boy in Fleet-street.

Historical Note
The Battle of Ramillies, the great-
est singlehanded military victory of
John Churchill, First Duke of
Marlborough, occurred during the
War of Spanish Succession on 23 May




1706. Marlborough's English, Dutch,

Namur, Flanders, on the bank of the
River Mehaigne in Brabant, clearing
the French from the Spanish
Netherlands, and leading to the cap-
ture of Antwerp, Bruges, and Ghent.
Marlborough enjoyed political
ascendancy, largely as a result of his
wife Sarah's influence over Queen
Anne. But the Duchess of Marl-

war was coglly, and Marlborough was
accused of prolonging it for his per-
sonal glory. In 1710 the Whigs fell,
yielding power to Henry St. John
(later Viscount Bolingbroke).

The Duke was fasdy charged
with misappropriating public funds

He returned to England from sdf-
imposed exile upon the accession of
George | in 1714 and was given chief
command of the army again, but he

—Answers.com

CHURCHILL ON RAMILLIES

jLV-Lof the laurels of Ramillies.
The Schellenberg, his detractors said,

event of May 23. Here the world saw
Marlborough aone, without a counci
of war, achieving a military master-
piece seldom equalled and never sur-
passed. This was his victory and his
aone. Ramillies belongs to that rare
class of battles fought between equal
forces of the highest quality wherein
i decisive success a comparatively sma

of a commander-in-chief. It will rank

with men.”

—Winston S. Churchill,
Marlborough: HisLifeand Times, val.
V (of VI), pp. 149-50. New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1937.

T e e m e — —

and German troops decisively defeated
a French army at Ramillies-Ofifus, near

borough later quarreled with Anne, the

and was dismissed (1711) from office.

took little further part in public affars.

tt ~K _Tarlborough cannot be robbed

had been won by the Margrave. Blen-
heim was the conception and achieve-
ment of Prince Eugene. But neither of
these explanations covered the amazing

loss is gained through the manoeuvres

for ever with Rosssbach and Austerlitz
as an example of what a genera can do

$

AROUND & ABOUT

hurchill is only fourth on the list of longest-
lived Prime Ministers, outlasted by three who
lived to at least 92 years of age: James Callahan (just
died last year), Harold Macmillan and Sir Alec Douglas-
Home. WSC died at 90, just ahead of Gladstone and Heath (both 89).

* k%

n The Coldest Winter: A Stringer in Liberated Europe (Holt, $18) mem-

oirist Paula Fox "zeroes in on a limited number of evocative details
and anecdotes....The author of six novels gives us potent snippets in
place of a standard plot. On a walk in Hyde Park in London, Fox passes
a drunken and weepy Winston Churchill. The mascara he wore for
filmed interviews, Fox writes, 'was puddling under his eyes before it ran
down his plump cheeks.™ It seems that Ms. Fox is still writing novels.

*  * *

peaking to military wives, George W. Bush issued an eloquent and

urgent defense of his doctrine: the theory that we have to use force
to "take the fight to the enemy,” which he more clearly than ever defined
as "radical Islam." The speech wasn't so much a defense of the war in
Irag as it was an attempt to portray himself in the embattled mold of
Ronald Reagan and Winston Churchill, men who endured withering
political fire at home for the sake of fighting totalitarianism in the world.
The message: come after me, take me down, and you cripple the fight
for freedom. It's audacious—Democrats will call it outrageous—but that's
the argument he essentially is making. And the big-think, crusading
speech had another purpose: to inspire the man who made it. The key
audience for that speech, in a way, was the President himself. He was
amping up for the fight. -HOWARD FINEMAN, MSNBC.COM, 270CT05

* k%

U""~he Myth of Stability.” There were then, as there are now, many

I who urged preemptive capitulation. In 1933, the Oxford Union re-
solved "that this House refuses in any circumstances to fight for King
and Country." Hitler must have been encouraged to hear that. With the
exception of Churchill, most Europeans were less outraged than intimi-
dated—unwilling to endanger the "stability" that followed the first global
war. The result: in less than a decade most of the continent was under
Hitler's jackboot. To outsiders, the Middle East may have appeared stable
before Bush came to office. In fact, it has long been a region where
people are deprived of basic human rights, and where vast oil wealth is
enjoyed by ruling classes while masses endure grinding poverty.
-CLIFFORD D. MAY, SCRIPPS-HOWARD NEWS SERVICE, 260CTO05

* * *

ow does he do it? It's not likely his boyish hairdo, which at times

resembles Dennis the Menace more than Tom Cruise. And it's
probably not his speaking style, which will never be confused with
Winston Churchill's. So what is it? Local political consultant Floyd Ciruli
says Denver mayor John Hickenlooper manages to come across as
"the non-politician. He isn't slick," Ciruli said. Moreover, he "can make
fun of himself, do silly things.” Sounds enough like WSC to us! «
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RIDDLES, MYSTERIES, ENIGMAS

Musca

Notes

: [ am interested in locating Churchill's favourite music. | was

"not able successfully to obtain it from The Churchill Centre
wed&site. Was it the classics, such as Beethoven (the Napoleon
connection) or Mozart? These would seem to be quite significant.

—Andrew Morrishy

| .We published "Churchill and
! «Music," by Jill Kendall in Finest
Hour 96, Autumn 1997; unfortunately
this is not posted on our website. The
Churchill Centre office in DC would
be glad to provide a copy.

Beethoven's Fifth Symphony is
- connected to Churchill by the opening
| bars, the Morse letter "V," which were
often whistled or hummed by Ress
tance fighters in occupied Europe; but
classic music was probably not his top
choice. He preferred the music hall
songs of his Victorian youth; virtually
al of Gilbert & Sullivan; and in later
|  life the songs of Harrow, his old school.
|

He dso liked martial music and histor-
ica ballads. "John Brown's Body" was a
favorite, and he loved "The Battle
Hymn of the Republic," which was
played at his funeral. Miss Kendall
wrote that WSC was "no musician and
i nearly tone-deaf," but believed (to

i paraphrase one of his remarks) that

| "the simple songs were best, and the

| old songs were best of all."

! . My father remembersthat at

| » Churchill'sfuneral (which hefol-
' lowedon Italian TV) there wasa mar-
. vellousbagpipefuneral march. May you
tell us the name of this march and the
name of the piper who played it?

A N After the Cathedral service, the
* gun carriage went in procession
to the Tower of London, from where
the coffin was transported by river. As
the transfer to the boat was made,
sixty pipers of the Scots Guards, Irish
Guards, Roya Inniskilling Fusiliers,
Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) and
King's Own Scottish Borderers played
dow marches and laments. These were
"My Home," "The Mist-Covered

Mountains,"” "The Flowers of the
Forest," and "Lochaber No More."
—PHC

+ Churchill is misquoted as saying,
Q- with referenceto theNazsvs. the
SowTéts. "We slaughtered thewrong pig. "
That's revisionist wishful thinking. He
could never have saidthat sincethereis
no such idiomin English. He would
have had to say, "We fought the wrong
enemy." SeeHerbert Kuhner, A Reviva
of Revisionism In Austria, website
http://xrl.us/ihyg. Canyou reveal some
authentic information as to the origin of
thismisguotation?
—Dr. Wolfgang M. Schleidt,
Wolfgang.Schleidt@univie.ac.at

~We searched our research data-

* base but have not found either
"we slaughtered the wrong pig" or "we
fought the wrong enemy." However,
"daughtered the wrong pig" is a possi-
ble Churchill expression, since he
often used animal analogies. Yet, since
he was very favorably disposed to pigs,
he might not have compared his ene-
mies to them. (He said, "Dogs look up
to you, cats look down on you; give
me apig! He looks you in the eye and
treats you as an equal.")

Churchill never had any doubt,
from the rise of Hitler to 1945, that
the Nazis not the Bolsheviks were the
main enemy. He did begin to think,
once the war seemed won, that they
had conquered one mortal foe, only to
be faced by another.

In a famous private remark
recorded by his private secretary, John
Colville, on 23 February 1945 in his
memoirs, Fringes of Power (New Y ork:
Norton, 1986, pp. 203-04). Coalville
wrote as follows:
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Send your questions
to the editor

"..we st in the
Great Hall and
listened to The Mikado
played, much too dowly,
on the gramophone. The
P.M. said it brought back 'the Victorian
era, eighty years which will rank in our
island history with the Antonine age.'
Now, however, 'the shadows of victory'
were upon us.

In 1940 the issue was clear and he
could see distinctly what was to be
done. But when [Air Marsha] Harris |
had finished his destruction of
Germany, 'What will lie between the
white snows of Russia and the white
diffs of Dover? Perhaps, however, the
Russians would not want to sweep on
to the Atlantic, or something might
stop them, as the accident of Genghis .
Khan's death had stopped the horsed |
archers of the Mongols, who retired |
and never came back. ‘

"Bert Harris: 'You mean now they -
will come back? i

"W.S.C.: '"Who can ssy? They may |
not want to. But there is an unspoken
fear in many people's hearts.™ $ !

CONFERENCE
CALENDAR

Contact the Centre on all events:
(888) WSC-1874, info@winstonchurchill.org

2006
Chicago, 27 September-1 October:
23rd Intl. Churchill Conference

2007

Vancouver, B.C., September 12-15th:
24th Intl. Churchill Conference

Future_Conferences
2008: New England
2009: Great Britain
2010: San Francisco
2011: Ottawa
2012: Europe




Wit 4
Correct Attributions
or Red Herrings?

Ralph Keyes, author of The Quote Verifier, to

be published in 2006 by St. Martin's. Neither Mr.
Keyes nor FH are sure about attribution for some of
these, and we invite the comments of readers, -R ML

1. "The hottest part of hell is reserved for
those who, at a time of grave moral crisis, steadfastly maintain their neutrality." This remark (not
in any of our sources) was supposedly about WSC's failure to convince people of the dangers of Hitler in
the 1930s. A version of the saying is commonly attributed to Dante, without evidence. If Dante used it
first (at least "the hottest part of hell"). Churchill might have stored it in his photographic memory, since
he undoubtedly read Dante as a youth.

2. "[Clement Attlee] has much to be modest about" [and is] "a sheep in sheep's clothing."
The "modest" comment is attributed by the lato Clark Clifford, aide to President Truman, who was with
Truman and Churchill on the train bound for Fulton. Missouri, in 1946. where WSC delivered the
famous "lron Curtain" speech. As Clifford remembered it to the editor:

HST: "Clement Attlee came to see me the other day. He struck me as a very modest man."

WSC: "He has much to be modest about."

Some versions are more elaborate, beginning. "Indeed. Harry..." But Clifford told it as quoted. It was
apparently not. as more often repeated. "A modest man with much to be modest about."

"Sheep in sheep's clothing." was also allegedly said about Attlee. but we have not been able reli-
ably to verify. Church Il did not say it in Parliament, where few holds were barred, and Churchill could
be scathing "in the nicest possible way," e.g. December 1946, about Stafford Cripps: "Neither of his col-
leagues can compare with him in that acuteness and energy of mind with which he devotes himself to
S0 many topics injurious to the strength and welfare of the State."

5. "He has all the virtues | dislike and none of the vices | admire." Quoted by the fairly reliable
Bill Adler, in his slim volume. The Churchill Wit (1965). but Adler provides no attribution. An alternate
version, "He was possessed of all the virtues | despise, and none of the sins | admire." is commonly
thought to have been said about Churchill's erstwhile opponent in successive elections as MP for
Dundee, Ernest Scrymgeour. who eventually bested WSC in 1922. Again, we found no attribution.

6. "In wartime, truth is so precious that she should always be attended by a bodyguard of
lies." Recorded in Churchill's war memoirs as a remark to Stalin at WSC's birthday party, 30
November 1943, during the Teheran conference. Ralph Keyes read that this may have originated in a
Russian proverb, and that Churchill could have cited it thinking that Stalin might be familiar with it.
Virtually all sources agree that Churchill said something like this to Stalin. But did he originate it?

Sir Martin Gilbert writes in Winston S. Churchill, vol. VII (London: Heinemann. 1988). 586: 'Stalin
said that the Russians had 'made considerable use of deception by means of dummy tanks, aircraft
and airfields. Radio deception had also proved effective." He was 'entirely agreeable.' Stalin added. 10
the Staffs collaborating with the object of devising joint cover and deception schemes." Churchill and
Stalin were in agreement, Churchill commenting ‘that truth deserved a bodyguard of lies.' This phrase
was to become the key of a new and most secret operation. "Bodyguard.’ the deception plans for
'Overlord’, to which Stalin was, within a few months, to make his contribution.” But this is not a verba-
tim transcript, so we will stick for now with the "so precious” version used by Churchill in his book.

7. "Don't talk to me about naval tradition. It's nothing but rum, buggery [sometimes
"sodomy"] and the lash." In a speech during our 1985 Churchill Tour. Sir Anthony Montague Browne
(Sir Winston's private secretary. 1952-65) told us that in 1955 during a dinner conversation, he confronted
Churchill with this quotation. "I never said it. | wish | had." responded WSC. The Oxford Dictionary of
Quotations states: "Compare "Rum. bum, and bacca" and "Ashore it's wine women and song, aboard
it's rum, bum and concertina." naval catch-phrases dating from the nineteenth century." s

The following quotations were discussed with

FINEST HOUR 130 /13



