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DESPATCH BOX

A MEMORABLE COVER
Congratulations on the cover of FH 129.

It is exquisite. This is a beautiful picture of our
Patron at an important historical milestone. It is
among the most attractive and memorable covers
I have seen on any issue, and my collection now
goes back fifteen years to #67.

MERLIN OLSON, NEW YORK, N.Y.

WARTIME QUESTIONS
My article, "Wartime Questions to

Postwar Answers" {FH 129) really has a nice
look to it. I cannot overstate my appreciation to
FH for printing my work all these years since
1986. I set up the original title, "Wartime
Answers to Postwar Questions," as a kind of rid-
dle in itself: "Answers" had to be supplied during
war about what are usually called "War termina-
tion questions." In print it's reversed, which is
amusing. We can see the new headline as word
play, appropriate to the "riddle." And, if we pre-
fer, we may read the words as suggesting a con-
tinuum, as if a fuller sentence would read "From
Wartime Questions to Postwar Answers:
Churchill moves towards war termination."

I'm a happy guy. What a great ten years
I've had, engrossed in this deep reading, book
collecting, and writing—much of it for FH.

CHRIS HARMON, ALEXANDRIA, VA.

MEETING ONE OF THE FEW
I enjoyed Robert Courts' RAF article in

FH 127. A long time ago I met an old man who
told me about flying out the RAF base near
Chingford in 1940. I really didn't comprehend
the full meaning until he said he had made 250
sorties from June to September—about five
flights a day, all of them in combat conditions.
Modestly he remarked that he was surprised he
had survived. He went on to become an actuary
with the Home Office. I guess that after the
Battle of Britain, the quiet life appealed to him.
A few hundred fighter pilots faced a superior foe,
flying mission after mission, day after day, liter-
ally the last line of defense. These young men,
whose average age was no more than 22, saved
Britain, and the world, for a better day.

DAVID KERR, STAFFORD, VA.

THE CATS (FH 127:18)
Nelson did not originate at Number Ten;

he was a black kitten who came to us at
Admiralty House in 1939, and when we moved
to Downing Street he moved with us. The resi-
dent in Downing Street (not a personal pet of
the Chamberlains) was Munich Mouser, who
was dispossessed. Smokey was a grey cat who
resided at Number Ten Annexe. At Chartwell,
Orange Cat Tango, aka Mr. Cat, was originally
Mary's cat, but was seduced from the nursery by
upstairs life. He died at Chartwell and Jock
Colville gave us Jock I. Then there was Jock II,
and the rest supplied by the National Trust.

THE LADY SOAMES LG DBE, LONDON
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CHURCHILL TO KENNEDY
In my article titled "The Statesman John

Kennedy Admired Most" (FH 129), I discussed
President Kennedy proclaiming Sir Winston the
first honorary citizen of the United States by Act
of Congress on 9 April 1963. Recently, I ran
across the letter Churchill wrote to President
Kennedy accepting the honor, in Memorial
Addresses in the Congress of the United States and

Tributes in Eulogy of Sir Winston Churchill

Washington: GPO, 1965). Readers may enjoy
recalling this elegant letter, which you tell me
was composed by Sir Anthony Montague
Browne, who certainly knew WSC's sentiments.

FRED GLUECKSTEIN, SYKESVILLE, MD.

Mr. President,
I have been informed by [British

Ambassador to the United States] Mr. David
Bruce that it is your intention to sign a Bill con-
ferring upon me Honorary Citizenship of the
United States.

I have received many kindnesses from the
United States, but the honour which you now
accord me is without parallel. I accept it with
deep gratitude and affection.

I am also most sensible of the warm-heart-
ed action of the individual States who accorded
me the great compliment of their own honorary
citizenships as a prelude to this Act of Congress.

It is a remarkable comment on our affairs
that the former Prime Minister of a great sover-
eign state should thus be received as an honorary
citizen of another. I say "great sovereign state"
with design and emphasis, for I reject the view
that Britain and the Commonwealth should now
be relegated to a tame and minor role in the
world. Our past is the key to our future, which I
firmly trust and believe will be no less fertile and
glorious. Let no man underrate our energies, our
potentialities and our abiding power for good.

I am, as you know, half American by blood,
and the story of my association with that mighty
and benevolent nation goes back nearly ninety
years to the day of my Father's marriage. In this
century of storm and tragedy I contemplate with
high satisfaction the constant factor of the inter-
woven and upward progress of our peoples. Our
comradeship and our brotherhood in war were
unexampled. We stood together, and because of
that fact the free world now stands. Nor has our
partnership any exclusive nature: the Atlantic
community is a dream that can well be fulfilled to
the detriment of none and to the enduring benefit
and honour of the great democracies.

Mr. President, your action illuminates the
theme of unity of the English-speaking peoples,
to which I have devoted a large part of my life. I
would ask you to accept yourself, and to convey
to both Houses of Congress, and through them
to the American people, my solemn and heart-
felt thanks for this unique distinction, which will
always be proudly remembered by my descen-
dants. —Winston S. Churchill «



PRESIDENT'S LETTER

THE CENTRE
http://groups.google.com/group/ChurchillChat: Plenty of life yet.

s readers of this column know, I have been concerned that since time's swift passage
has taken most of Churchill's contemporaries, along with their memories and recol-
lections, we soon we will be faced with the gradual diminution of interest in
Churchill and appreciation of all he represents. A recent occurrence suggests that
this may not be the case, at least not in the near future.

The Churchill Centre recently considered various proposals to increase member value,
among which was the suggestion that access to the Centre's Listserv (internet chat room), should be limited to members
only. This suggestion had a rational basis: most of those who visited the chat room are already members; non-members
would continue to have access to public portions of the Centre's website; non-members could continue to send questions or
comments to the staff, the Centre's officers or the editor of Finest Hour, the basic North American membership dues of $50
($10 for students) are hardly a financial hardship for anyone; the cost of hosting and monitoring the chat room, presently
nil, might change; and the most inflammatory and ridiculous material posted to the chat room over the years has tended to
come from non-members.

After weighing these points against the fully expected accusation that any limitation to chat room access was a non-
Churchillian restriction on free expression, the Executive Committee unanimously voted to limit chat room access to the
Centre's members. That decision and the reasons for it were immediately conveyed to those registered for the Listserv.

A flood of adverse reaction inundated us at once. Emails begot emails which begot more emails ad infinitum. The
committee's decision was described as dumb, stupid, wrongheaded, insensitive and elitist. Much of the criticism came from
our own members, who of course would not be affected at all by this action.

All the objectors wanted was for anyone and everyone to be able to say whatever he or she wanted to say about
Churchill in whatever manner they chose—in our chat room. The rational basis for the proposed limitation was either
brushed aside or ignored. The passion for the right of unfettered expression about Churchill outweighed all else.

The collective message was loud and clear: rescind our prior action! We heard it, and in a special meeting called
upon four hours notice, unanimously did just that. We also approved plans to rename the listserv Churchill Chat (suggested
by a member), actively to promote the usage of the chat room (suggested by another member) and make it a more integral
part of The Centre. While the Executive Committee may have stumbled into this imbroglio, it decisively and purposefully
marched out of it.

The aftermath of our restoration of prior policy has been quite positive. With the help of Todd Ronnei and Jonah
Triebwasser (who remains our chat room moderator), Churchill Chat was moved to a state-of-the-art Google Groups page,
which offers various ways to receive postings and follow threads on its site: http://groups.google.com/group/ChurchillChat.
Anyone can read the messages, but to send a post, you have to register. One of our closest collaborators, who works at
Google, assures us this is completely safe, does not get you on any spam lists, and gives you posting access to all the other
Google chat rooms. Best of all, the cost to the Centre is still zero.

There were further positive outcomes. Several Listserv users who had not renewed their Centre membership were
reminded to do so, and did. Use of the chat room increased immediately. The Churchill Centre demonstrated tliat it will
listen to its members and is willing to (and can) turn on a dime to correct perceived mistakes.

By far the most significant aspect of this episode was the immediate and spontaneous outpouring of deep-seated
passion for Churchill. Those who challenged our initial decision did not do so merely because they worshipped the principle
of free access and open debate. They wanted the opportunity to criticize, lament and emote in a variety of ways about
Churchill whenever they were moved to do so. They demanded that even the most crackpot complaints about Churchill and
the most fulsome praise be heard and debated. While some of that passion may have been dormant of late, the original pro-
posal certainly rekindled it and brought it quickly to the surface.

I wish I could claim that the Churchill Centre had the foresight and sagacity to have known ahead of time how its
proposal would play out, how we and our members would benefit from this dust-up, and
that we planned and took the action for just that reason. Alas, I cannot. However, dare one
speculate what benefits might be achieved and what passions might be aroused if, say, a pro-
posal were made to raise the North American subscription rate from $50 a year to $500?
Hmm.
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DATELINES
PLAN OR COINCIDENCE:
WHAT KILLED LESLIE HOWARD?
LONDON, NOVEMBER 20TH— Speculation fostered
by the UKTV History production "Churchill's
Bodyguard," based on a new book about
Detective-Inspector Walter Thompson (Finest Hour
119:15), is that British screen idol Leslie Howard, who died
when his plane was shot down over the Bay of Biscay in June

Quotation of the Season

would endure with patience the roar of
exultation that would go up when I was
proved wrong, because it would lift a load
off my heart and the hearts of many

Members. What does it matter who gets exposed
or discomfited? If the country is safe, who cares for
individual politicians, in or out of office?"

—WSC, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 20 JULY 1936

1943, was killed because the Germans
thought they were shooting at
Winston Churchill and his bodyguard.

Howard, who played Ashley
Wilkes in Gone With the Wind and was
considered for the lead role in a prewar
film on Lawrence of Arabia, had a
business manager, Alfred Chenhalls,
who closely resembled Churchill,
affecting similar clothing and a hom-
burg hat. According to the new book
by Tom Hickman, German spies
believed Churchill was returning from
North Africa in a commercial plane
refueling in Lisbon and flying home by
the route chosen, to their misfortune,
by Howard and Chenhalls.

Linda Stokes, Thompson's great-
niece, who unearthed his diaries, actu-
ally believes Howard and Chenhalls
were "doubles," used to throw the
Germans off the trail. But this is likely
the product of a vivid imagination.
Churchill himself wrote of the inci-
dent: "The brutality of the Germans
was only matched by the stupidity of
their agents. It is difficult to under-
stand how anyone could imagine that
with all the resources of Great Britain
at my disposal I should have booked a
passage in an unarmed and unescorted
plane from Lisbon and flown home in
broad daylight. We of course made a
wide loop out by night from Gibraltar
into the ocean, and arrived home with-
out incident. It was a painful shock to
me to learn what had happened to
others in the inscrutable workings of
Fate." {The Hinge of Fate 742.)

Actor Sir Laurence Olivier long

ges-
sacn-

ago reacted to contemporary sug
tions that Howard had been
ficed" to protect the Prime Minister by
saying Howard's death was nothing
more than a coincidence: "Whatever
[Churchill's] faults may have been, he
was anything but a moral coward; he
would never have condoned the killing
of another person to save his own
skin." (Carlos Thompson, The
Assassination of Winston Churchill,
Gerrard's Cross: Smythe, 1969, 82).

Hickman's book. Beside the
Bulldog: The Intimate Memoirs of
Churchill's Bodyguard, which inclines
toward the sensational over this and
other episodes, will be reviewed in our
next issue.

CHURCHILLIAN AUSSIES
BATTLE IT OUT
CANBERRA, DECEMBER 6TH— Australia's
Churchillophile Prime Minister, John
Howard, says the Anti-Terrorism Bill
approved by the House and Senate is
"absolutely essential fully to protect
Australia against the threat of terror-

ism," but the bill, like the American
Patriot Act, has stiff opposition on
the grounds of civil liberties.
Australia's Law Council, which repre-
sents more than 40,000 lawyers, has
spearheaded opposition to the legisla-
tion. Earlier, the council ran adver-
tisements featuring quotations on
liberty by Winston Churchill,
Benjamin Franklin, and former
Australian Prime Minister Robert
Menzies. This is yet another case
where WSC is invoked by opposite
sides in a bonzer argument.

GIVE 'IM THE CHAIR
LONDON, JANUARY 1ST— Churchill was

determined to send Adolf Hitler to a
gangster's death if he were captured,
according to notes taken at War
Cabinet meetings released today. "If
Hitler falls into our hands we shall
certainly put him to death,"
Churchill said. "Not a sovereign who
could be said to be in the hands of
ministers, like [the] Kaiser. This man
is the mainspring of evil. Instrument
—electric chair, for gangsters, no
doubt available on Lease Lend."

The newly published notes,
taken by Deputy Cabinet Secretary
Sir Norman Brook, provide the first
insight into what was said during
hitherto secret debates. Churchill
favored the electric chair for Hitler,
and thought a trial of Nazi ring-
leaders would be "a farce.. .all sorts of
complications ensue as soon as you
admit a fair trial." Elsewhere,
Churchill describes de Gaulle as the
"greatest living barrier to reunion and
restoration of France: insensate ambi-
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don"; and suggests that Gandhi, then
on a hunger strike, should be allowed
to "starve to death." When ministers
decided to free Gandhi on compas-
sionate grounds if he seemed likely to
die, Churchill replied, "If you are
going to let him out because he strikes,
then let him out now." Gandhi was
freed in 1944. Churchill also grumpily
acquiesced with allowing the U.S.
Army to enforce segregation of black
soldiers (Empire troops in British
forces were integrated). And he
remarked that the "U.S. soldier eats
five times what ours does let them
cut down themselves before presuming
to address us."

CHURCHILL
SEIZES
PIRATES
DUBAI, JANUARY 22ND—

The U.S. Navy's
guided missile
destroyer USS
Winston S. Churchill
(FHl 10) chased
and boarded an
apparent pirate ship

in the Indian Ocean and detained
twenty-six men for questioning. Indian
and Somali crewmen were aboard a
traditional dhow, said Lt. Leslie Hull-
Ryde of U.S. Naval Forces Central
Command in Bahrain.

The dhow stopped fleeing after
Churchill twice fired warning shots
during the chase, which ended 54
miles off the coast of Somalia. U.S.
sailors boarded the dhow and seized a
cache of small arms. The crew and pas-
sengers were to determine which were
pirates and which were legitimate crew
members, Hull-Ryde said.

Sailors aboard the dhow told
Navy investigators that pirates hijacked
the vessel six days ago near Mogadishu
and thereafter used it to stage attacks
on merchant ships. Churchill was part
of a multinational task force patrolling
the western Indian Ocean and Horn of
Africa to thwart terrorist activity and
other lawlessness during the Iraq war.

The Navy said it captured the

dhow in response to a report from the
International Maritime Bureau in
Kuala Lumpur on Friday that said
pirates had fired on the MV Delta
Ranger, a Bahamian-flagged bulk
carrier that was passing some 200
miles off the central eastern coast of
Somalia. Hull-Ryde said the Navy was
still investigating and would discuss
with international authorities what to
do with the detained men. Piracy is
rampant off the coast of Somalia,
which is torn by renewed clashes
between militias fighting over control
of the troubled African country.

On 2 May, Churchillwas the
first ship of the Nassau Expeditionary
Strike Group to return from a six-
month deployment in the war on
Islamic fascism, arriving at her home
port in Norfolk. —JIM KRANE, AP

NEW VIRGINIA CITIZEN
RICHMOND, MARCH 9TH— Sixty years ago,
Winston Churchill made a brief stop
in Virginia's capital during a tour of
the United States after his famous
"Iron Curtain" speech at Fulton,
Missouri. Appearing with Gen.
Eisenhower, Churchill made a rousing
20-minute speech about the impor-
tance of Anglo-American ties before
600 people on the floor of the House
of Delegates, which has now named
Churchill an honorary Virginian.

Churchill is only the fourth
person to receive the honor, joining
former prime minister Margaret
Thatcher, who served as Chancellor of
The College of William and Mary
from 1993 to 2000; Lafayette, the
French marquis who led Colonial
troops in the American Revolution;
and John D. Rockefeller, Jr., the phil-
anthropist who financed the restora-
tion of Colonial Williamsburg. Said
the resolution's sponsor, delegate
Vincent Callahan (R.-Fairfax):
"Churchill, to me, with a few others, is
one of the dominant leaders of the
20th century."

The bill to honor Churchill,
who incidentally refused to meet with
the press that day in 1946, received

unanimous support on Wednesday
from both the Virginia houses.

—MEGHAN HOYER, THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT

STRAIT-JACKETED!
NORWICH, ENGLAND, MARCH 15TH— T h e

Hon. Nicholas Soames MP, Sir
Winston's grandson, called it "absurd
and pathetic," and fuss and consterna-
tion reigned in the media regarding a
statue of Churchill in a strait-jacket.
The life-size, glass fibre edifice was
erected in Norwich as part of an exhi-
bition by the charity Rethink, hoping
to promote understanding of mental
health problems.

A charity manager pointed out
that Churchill documented his depres-
sion—his "black dog"—and they are
hoping that the statue will illustrate
what people with mental illness can
achieve. (WSC suffered from mental
illness?) They had spoken to the
Churchill estate when the idea was
first put forward, which did not
approve. The charity decided to go
ahead anyway because they "thought
it was worthwhile." Whatever hap-
pened to respect and compassion? >
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STRAIT-JACKETED...
Rethink finally removed the

statue after protests that is was in bad
taste. A spokesperson said, "the owners
of the building have asked us to
remove it. We are very disappointed."
One wonders why they ignored the
family's objections in the first place.

Another statue problem involves
the famous image in the Members'
Lobby of the House of Commons:
Churchill's left foot, which everyone
rubs on passing, is wearing away, and a
hairline crack has appeared in the
appendage. Says Malcolm Hay, the
parliamentary curator of the works of
art, "Bronze is quite a soft metal and
people's vigorous appreciation of
Churchill over the decades has now
resulted in the danger of creating holes
in the statue unless we do something
about it." The big debate is whether to
stop people from touching the statue
and restore it, or allow them to con-
tinue paying their respects as usual.

—DOROTHY JONES, LANCASHIRE

THANK YOU FOR SMOKING
LONDON, MARCH 15TH— The Cunard
cruise liner Queen Victoria is due to go
into service in December 2007. I was
pleased to note that her amenities
include a "Churchill's Cigar Lounge."
This is one in the eye for the British
Government which recently intro-
duced legislation banning smoking not
only anywhere in restaurants and pubs
but in private clubs. One can only

imagine what the great man would
have had to say about this egregious
interference with individual freedom.

—DAVID F. RAMSAY

NO CIGARS ON STAGE
GLASGOW, MAY 1ST— Smoking by actors
on stage will not be tolerated in
Scotland, despite moves to relax new
anti-smoking laws south of the border.
A spokesman for Caroline Flint, the
public health minister at Westminster,
said exemptions were being considered
to "ensure smoking can take place on
stage during live theatrical perfor-
mances, or during film and television
recording" in England. Smoking in
public places, including theatres and
sound stages, has been banned in
Scotland since March 26th. The
change has proved controversial in the
theatre community. It it claimed that
portraying characters or historical fig-
ures who smoke, such as Winston
Churchill, will be impossible under the
new legislation. However, the Scottish
Executive yesterday confirmed it
would not be making any exceptions.
—PHIL MILLER IN THE HERALD

"CRUSH PAK-BANGLA
TERRORISM"
BHOPAL, INDIA, APRIL 18TH—"Lack of

determined Indian response has
brought more attacks on temples and
civilians," says J. G. Agrora in the
Central Chronicle. "Terrorists must be
crushed; not embraced. Only the

Errata
& FH 129:10, column 3, lines 11-12. For "The Radio Times" read

"The Times."
§ FH 129:23. In his otherwise excellent article "Churchill and

atton" (page 23), John Marshman states that Operation Cobra "was a
deception to make the Germans....believe that Patton was in England with a
fictitious First Army." That was actually Operation Bodyguard. Operation
Cobra was Patton's successful Third Army breakout from Normandy in July-
August, 1944, his finest hour before his relief of Bastogne. Had gasoline,
supplies, and troops not been diverted to General Montgomery's ill-fated
Operation Market-Garden, causing Patton's advance to stall, some histori-
ans believe that Germany could have been invaded, and the war could
have been ended, many months earlier. —J Peter Rich, Los Angeles

strong offensive against terrorists can
blunt terrorism. Pak-Bangla demo-
graphic aggression and terrorist attacks
are acts of war against India. [The]
doctrine of 'hot pursuit' of interna-
tional law must be invoked to chase
and crush the terrorists.

"History teaches that in the clash
of civilizations and of nations, the
ruthless have always won; and the
benevolent have always lost. Here it is
relevant to quote Sir Winston
Churchill, who deprecated the British
policy of avoiding confrontation with
Germany before the outbreak of
Second World War thus:

"'Still, if you will not fight for
the right when you can easily win
without bloodshed; if you will not
fight when your victory will be sure
and not too costly; you may come to
the moment when you will have to
fight with all the odds against you and
only a small chance of survival.'"

—WWW.CENTRALCHRONICLE.COM

LA PAUSA NOI FOR SALE;
WENDY REVES WELL
PARIS, MAY 2ND— Internet sources and
Country Life recently carried adverts
for La Pausa, "Coco Chanel's fabled
villa" in Rocquebrune, Cap Martin,
France, owned by Emery and Wendy
Reves from the 1950s. Sir Winston
spent many weeks here after his retire-
ment as premier in 1955. Finest Hour
contacted mutual friends and Colin
Randall, Paris bureau chief of the
Daily Telegraph, to establish that La
Pausa is not for sale; the original report
(in the Telegraph) was based on inaccu-
rate information from the estate
agents, Aylesford Ltd. Mme. Reves
remains alive and sentient, though
frail, as she reaches her 90th birthday
(today) but she does not receive visi-
tors. She is well cared for at La Pausa
and at her chalet in Glion,
Switzerland, where she spends more of
her time.

Emery Reves was Churchill's lit-
erary associate from the 1930s to the
1960s, placing his articles and books
with publishers outside Britain. Wendy
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Reves, a Churchill Centre Associate
and honorary member, financed publi-
cation of The Churchill War Papers, the
three companion or document vol-
umes to volume VI of the official biog-
raphy {Finest Hour 1939-1941) by Sir
Martin Gilbert CBE. Seven further
companion volumes are projected to
cover 1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, the
Opposition period (1945-51), the sec-
ond premiership (1951-55) and retire-
ment (1955-65). This project is now
being taken up by Hillsdale College in
Michigan. References to Emery and
Wendy Reves and the War Papers may
be found using the search engine at
www.winstonchurchill.org.

CELEBRATING THE
1926 GENERAL STRIKE
LONDON, MAY 3RD— The Socialist Worker
Party's online e-zine celebrated the
1926 General Strike ("Nine days of
hope") by misquoting Churchill and
giving him an unintended encomium.
"We decided to postpone the crisis in
the hope of averting it" (which sounds
something like "destroying the village
in order to save it") was never said by
Churchill, according to our digital
archive. But we really enjoyed the
Socialists' remarks about the two rival
strike papers:

"Churchill edited the ferociously
class-conscious British Gazette for the
government. In response, the TUC
[Trades Union Council] produced the
tepid British Worker, which was cen-
sored by apparatchiks to prevent
inflammatory material appearing."

FIFTY YEARS OF HEADLINES
LONDON, MAY 25TH-OCTOBER 6TH—

Politics, finance and circulation wars,
explosive exposes and exclusives,
intrigue, in-fighting and infamy: from
hot metal to hot gossip, this new exhi-
bition involving Finest Hour cuttings
editor John Frost brings to life the
growth, development, rivalry and
union of the British newspaper indus-
try over the past 100 years, staged to
mark the centenary of the Newspaper
Publishers Association.

The chosen front pages and
themes serve primarily as a backdrop
to illustrate how reporting has
changed, rather than being a history of
each topic in the 20th century.

Displays also remind visitors of
some of the headlines that became leg-
endary, encapsulating the mood of the
nation. They include the 1912 Daily
Mirror headline " Titanic sunk—no
lives lost"; the Daily Mirrors 1939
Hitler headline, "Wanted for mur-
der...for kidnapping"; The Sun 's 1982
headline, "Gotcha," about the sinking
of the Argentine warship Belgrano in
the Falklands war.

Approximately 2600 UK and
Irish newspaper and weekly/fortnightly
periodical titles, about 90% of current
acquisitions, are received in the
Newspaper Legal Deposit Office. In
recent years the Library has been active

in undertaking projects to open up
access to its newspaper collections and
enable readers to view newspapers
remotely via the internet.

Churchill Announces Successful Massed
Air Landings Behind Enemy in France
4000 SHIPS, THOUSANDS

OF SMALLER VESSELS
"So Far All Goes to Plan"-ISHELLED BY
11,000 First Line Airplanes 640 GUNS

J r i s « S |

TWO VIEWS OF "OVERLORD": Different
perspectives from two sides are shown
in John Frost's copies of the London
Evening Standard, above, and Metzer
Zeitung am Abend, also an evening
paper. The MZ headline says the inva-
sion has started and refers to landings
by Allied troops along the French coast
between Le Havre and Cherbourg. The
British paper is much more specific. Of
passing note is the striking graphic
design of the Germans, who were very
skilled, compared to the conventional
western style. As Kenneth Rendell has
commented, "They knew how to mer-
chandise a war."

Z E I T U N G D A S G A U A M T L I C H E A B E N D B L A T T D E R W E S T M A R X

Invasion ist eingeleitet
Feindliche Landung im Kustengebiet zwischen Le Havre and Cherbourg

Untf*liroclwn* Schktfknft d*r deutichin Abwdir ttotz sttrlater LuftbonbardUntng dts AUmUkwmllM
LaftluidtdMsteiun bereiti »Urk ingeschkgen ' Welter* L»nduntfen tss enrutut

li>Ua,I.Jai. —
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LOOKING BACK: 1959
LONDON, FEBRUARY 4TH, 1959— "I S O m e -

times wonder what would have hap-

pened had not my father, after whom I

am named, been one of the rebel

leaders who captured Winston

Churchill sixty years ago during the

South African War," wrote Philip Kok

of Benon, Transvaal, South Africa, to

the Daily Mirror. "My father had actu-

ally been responsible for the wrecking

of the armoured train in which

Churchill was travelling as a war corre-

spondent. That night he was held pris-

oner in a stable guarded by my father

and four of my uncles. My Uncle

Frans wanted to shoot Churchill out

of hand. My father objected...'I'll

shoot you first' was his final word to

Uncle Frans, and to their dying day

those two men never spoke to each

other because of that. Although the

history books state that General Louis

Botha, the Boer commander, captured

Churchill, the report is as I have given

it to Sir Winston in a letter."

This cutting, supplied by John

Frost (see page 9), supplies a claimant

we haven't read of before among those

involved in capturing WSC after the

1899 armoured train attack—although

"captured" is probably not the right

word for the brothers Kok.

Celia Sandys' Churchill Wanted

Dead or Alive (HarperCollins, 1998)

establishes Field Cornet Sarel

Oosthuuizen as the "galloping horse-

man whose levelled rifle finally con-

vinced Churchill that escape was

impossible."

Churchill himself thought his

captor was General Louis Botha, later

the first Prime Minister of the Union

of South Africa. But Celia Sandys dis-

counts this, suggesting that her grand-

father may simply have misunderstood

Botha's spotty English, noting that

there is no mention of the capture in

Botha's profuse correspondence. As to

the Kok brothers, many Boers

undoubtedly guarded Churchill at one

time or another after his capture, so it

is quite possible that Philip Kok's

father and brothers may have been

among them. M>

LOCAL CONTACTS (affiliates in bold face)

Local Affairs Coordinator:
Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)

2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 378-8389; fax (770) 565-5925

Deputy Coordinator:
Paul Courtenay (ndege@tiscali.co.uk)

Park Lane Lodge, Quarley, Andover, Hants.
SP11 8QB UK; tel. (01264) 889627

Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of Alaska
Judith & Jim Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu)

2410 Galewood St., Anchorage AK 99508
tel. (907) 786-4740; fax (907) 786-4647

Churchill Centre Arizona
Larry Pike (lvpike@Chartwellgrp.com)

4927 E. Crestview Dr., Paradise Valley AZ 85253
bus. tel. (602) 445-7719; cell (602) 622-0566

California: Churchillians of the Desert
David Ramsay (rambo85@aol.com)

74857 S. Cove Drive, Indian Wells CA 92210
tel. (760) 837-1095

Churchillians of Northern California
Richard Mastio (rcmastio@earthlink.net)

2996 Franciscan Way, Carmel CA 93923-9216
tel. 831-625-6164

Churchillians of Southern California
Leon J. Waszak (leonwaszak@aol.com)

235 South Ave. #66, Los Angeles CA 90042
tel. (323) 257-9279; bus. tel. (818) 240-1000 x5844

Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)

22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
tel. (708) 352-6825

Churchill Centre Detroit: Gary Bonine
(bo9@charter.net), 3609 Lake George Road,

Dryden MI 48428; tel. (810) 796-3180

England South: ICS/UK Epping & Woodford Branch
Tony Woodhead, Old Orchard, 32 Albion Hill,

Loughton, Essex 1G10 4RD; tel. (0208) 508-4562

England North: ICS/UK Northern Branch
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage"

Station Road, Goldsborough
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5 8NT

tel. (01432) 863225

Churchill Centre North Florida
Richard Streiff (streiffr@bellsouth.net)

81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel. (352) 378-8985

Churchill Centre Georgia: Gary Garrison
(ccsgary@bellsouth.net); 2364 Beechwood Drive,

Marietta GA 30062; tel. (770) 378-8389

Nebraska: Churchill Round Table of Nebraska
John Meeks (jmeeks@wrldhstry.com)

7720 Howard Street #3, Omaha NE 68114
tel. (402) 968-2773

New England Churchillians
Joseph L. Hern (jhern@fhmboston.com)

340 Beale Street, Quincy MA 02170
tel. (617) 773-1907; bus. tel. (617) 248-1919

Churchill Society of New Orleans
Edward F. Martin

2328 Coliseum St., New Orleans LA 70130
tel. (504) 582-8152

North Carolina Churchillians
A. Wendell Musser MD (amusser@nc.rr.com)

1214 Champions Pointe Drive
Durham NC 27712; tel. (919) 593-0804

Churchill Centre Northern Ohio
Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)

1301 East 9th St. #3500, Cleveland OH 44114
tel. (216) 781-1212

Washington Society for Churchill
Christopher H. Sterling, Pres. (chriss@gwu.edu)

4507 Airlie Way, Annandale VA 22003
tel. (202) 994-0363

Churchill Centre South Texas
James T. Slattery (slattery@fed-med.com)

2803 Red River Creek
San Antonio, TX 78259-3542

cell (210) 601-2143; fax: (210) 497-0904

North Texas: Emery Reves Churchillians
John Restrepo (cunengland@aol.com)

4520 Lorraine Avenue, Dallas TX 75205
tel. (214) 522-7201

Tennessee: Vanderbilt Univ. Young Churchill Club
Prof. John English (john.h.english@vanderbilt.edu)

Box 1616, Station B, Vanderbilt University,
Nashville TN 37235

Toronto: Other Club of Ontario
Norm & Jean MacLeod (jeana@idirect.com)

16 Glenlaura Ct., Ashburn ON LOB 1AO
tel. (905) 655-4051

RT HON SIR WINSTON S. CHURCHILL
SOCIETY, CANADA

Calgary: Dr. Francis LeBlanc, Pres. (neuron@telus.new)
126 Pinetree Dr. SW, Calgary AB T3Z 3K4
tel. (403) 685-5836; fax: (403) 217-5632

Edmonton: Dr. Edward Hutson, Pres.
(jehutson@shaw.ca)

98 Rehwinkel Road, Edmonton AB T6R 1Z8
tel. (780) 430-7178

British Columbia: Christopher Hebb, Pres.
(cavell_capital@telus.net)

1806-1111 W. Georgia Street, Vancouver BC
V6E 4M3; tel. (604) 209-6400

Vancouver Island: Victor Burstall, Pres.
(burst@shaw.ca) P. O. Box 2114, Sidney,

BC V8L 3S6; tel. (250) 727-7345
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2006 ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

n recent years the Annual General
Meeting of ICS (UK) has been
held at a variety of Churchill sites,
viz., Blenheim, Harrow, Chartwell,
Churchill College (Cambridge),

Bletchley Park and the Cabinet War
Rooms; on 29 April 2006 the current
year's meeting was, for the first time,
held at the Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst. It was at the Royal Military
College (as Sandhurst was known till
1939) that the young Churchill trained
for his Army commission. He passed the
entrance examination at the third
attempt in 92nd place out of 102 and
entered the RMC in September 1893.
Here for the first time he really exerted
himself, because he was studying subjects
which greatly interested him; the result
was that he graduated in December
1894 in 20th place out of 130 before
being commissioned in 4th Queen's
Own Hussars early in 1895.

The meeting was held in the
Indian Army Memorial Room, a fine
setting for the purpose, and it was good
to be able to welcome Bill Ives, Chuck
Platt and Judy Kambestad from The
Churchill Centre Board of Governors;
also Joao Carlos Espada (President of
ICS/Portugal)). Ninety-four members
and guests attended.

After the formalities, followed by
lunch in the Old College dining room,
and before a short guided tour of the
immediate area, the main event of the
afternoon was an enthralling talk by
Hugh Lunghi; he was one of WSC's
Russian interpreters at the Big Three
meetings at Teheran, Yalta and Potsdam
(as well as on visits to Stalin in
Moscow), and is probably the sole sur-
vivor of those who attended all the ple-
nary sessions at all three of these major
historical events. Substantial extracts
from the script of Hugh Lunghi's
remarks will be published in FH 132.

BACK TO POTSDAM
Following the 2004 International

Churchill Conference, which ended at
Potsdam, it was observed that, whereas
the villas occupied by President Truman

and Marshal Stalin each bore a plaque
recording their residence for the Big
Three meeting held there in July 1945,
no such record had been placed at the
villa occupied by Churchill (and his
daughter Mary, who accompanied him
as aide-de-camp). On 1-6 May 2006,
some thirty-five members of ICS(UK)
and The Churchill Centre, headed by
Lady Soames, paid a memorable visit to
Berlin, principally to dedicate a plaque
marking her father's stay at the Villa
Urbig. The highlight was on 4 May
when Lady Soames presented a plaque to
the villa's current owners. Lady Soames
also met Frau Gerlicke, who was the
daughter of the 1945 owner and—with

her family—had been evicted by the
Russians to house the delegation.

The full week's programme also
included an introduction to the 1945
conference by Nigel Knocker, a glimpse
of the postwar Cold War by Bill Ives,
and a look at Allied espionage and intel-
ligence operations in East Germany by
Nigel Dunkley. Other events were a tour
of the city, a visit to the Seelow Heights
(where the battle for Berlin began) and
visits to the Allied Museum at
Charlottenburg, the Commonwealth
War Graves cemetery and the 1945 con-
ference venue at Schloss Cecilienhof. A
further highlight was a dinner at which
the principal guest was Dr. Helmut
Kohl, former German chancellor and an
avid Churchillian; Dr. Kohl spoke elo-
quently of his admiration and Lady
Soames responded. A full report with
illustrations will appear in FH 132.

JOHN CROOKSHANK
We record with great regret the

death on 1st May 2006 of ICS(UK)
Committee member John Crookshank,
who was a keen and knowledgeable
Churchillian; he was a valuable member
and handled the publicity for the 2004
conference; many members will remem-
ber him that year at Portsmouth and on
the visit to the Ardennes. He was also a
contributor to Finest Hour.

—PAUL H. COURTENAY

TOURING THE WOODFORD
CONSTITUENCY

A unique tour of Sir Winston
Churchill's constituency was organized
by ICS (UK) recently. Churchill repre-
sented Woodford as Member of
Parliament from 1945 to 1964; from
1924 to 1945 it was part of the Epping
constituency, which he also represented.

We began at the Sir James
Hawkey Hall in Woodford, Essex. Its
foundation stone was laid by Churchill
in 1954, and it opened in his presence
the following year. Sir James Hawkey,
WSC's longstanding friend, was chair-
man of the Constituency Association in
Woodford for many years; he had been
one of Churchill's few supporters during
the 1938 Munich crisis. Sir Winston
subsequently attended a number of >
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TOURING WOODFORD...
functions in the hall, and we viewed
various memorabilia, photographs and a
ship's bell, all associated with former
British naval vessels bearing the name
Churchill; as well as a magnificent paint-
ing of the great man.

We then traveled to the Churchill
statue on Woodford Green, sculpted by
David McFall, which was unveiled by
Lord Montgomery in 1959. We
proceeded along roads used by Churchill
in his election tours, past a number of
buildings he visited. Our next stop was
the West Essex Conservative Club,
where Churchill first spoke in 1924. He
was a regular visitor thereafter, particu-
larly to the annual garden parties. Large
crowds would attend to see him tour the
stalls and hear him speak. In front of the
Club is a bust of Churchill by the Italian
sculptor Luigi Fironi.

We also visited the City of
London Cemetery, where Sir Winston's
beloved nurse, Elizabeth Everest, was
buried in 1895. Churchill and his
brother Jack attended the funeral and
they paid for the headstone.

Passing the Royal Wanstead
School where Churchill attended a fete
in 1957 and addressed thousands of peo-
ple, we proceeded to the White House
in Woodford Green, home of Sir Stuart
Mallinson, with whom WSC stayed on
his election visits. Sir Stuart was a great
supporter of the Anglo-American
alliance, and created in his grounds an
arboretum with over 100 trees planted

AROUND & ABOUT
v'-

• hurchillians "will instantly recognize a favorite
notion of Britain's World War II Prime Minister,"

writes Greg Levine in Forbes.com for April 4th: "the
Chinese ideogram for 'crisis' being a montage of two word-pictures,
'danger' and 'opportunity.'"

In April 1945, Home Secretary Herbert Morrison expressed the opinion
that a mock trial for Nazi leaders would be objectionable. Better to

declare that we shall put them to death, he said. Churchill agreed that a
trial for Hitler would be a farce, but within weeks both the United States
and Russia said they favored trying Nazi leaders, and trials were later
held at Nuremberg, Germany. Later, Churchill proposed that Britain
negotiate what to do with Nazi leaders.

* * *

Simon Hughes MP, who recently confessed that he is gay, says this
makes him tougher than Churchill or Lloyd George. "Whether either

one of their private habits [Churchill's alleged drinking and LG's woman-
izing] would have withstood the sort of news coverage that it's been my
lot to face over the last 48 hours, I shudder to think." WSC's grandson
Nicholas Soames remarked: "What an absolutely daft thing to say. He
is stretching credibility, already to a breaking point, to compare himself in
any way at all." Labour ex-minister John Speller added: "Churchill bat-
tled for six years day and night to save Britain..."

* * *

Tony Blair's authoritarian populism is "indefensible and dangerous,"
writes Jenni Russell in The Guardian: "Blair has drawn an alarming

conclusion...that more executive power is always right, and that the
answer to every problem is to give the authorities greater control over all
dissenters—citizens, peers or MPs. He has no time for his contemporary
liberal critics. He might listen to the words of a former prime minister,
talking of the need to uphold western values in the depths of the cold
war. Winston Churchill spoke of the need 'to proclaim, in fearless tones,
the great principles of freedom and the rights of man...Magna Carta,
habeas corpus, trial by jury and the common law.' These principles were,
said Churchill, 'the title deeds of freedom....Here is the message of the
British and American people to mankind. Let us preach what we prac-
tice: let us practice what we preach.' As Blair, too, preaches the spread
of western values, he ought to remember what they really mean." ¥>

by world statesmen, ambassadors, mili-
tary, religious and civic leaders.

The visit concluded with drinks
and a buffet lunch at my home, where
we enjoyed several of Sir Winston's
favourite dishes: cold ham mousse {FH
106), salads (FH98) and Boodles Fool
(FH 100). There was an opportunity to
view some fifty items of local memora-

bilia, including Churchill letters,
telegrams, photographs, Christmas cards,
election addresses and posters.

Thanks to local members Norman
and Sheila Creswell and Raymond and
Hilary Warner for their help; and to my
wife, Katy, for aid with catering, and as
my fellow raconteur and photographer.

—TONY WOODHEAD $
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RIDDLES, MYSTERIES, ENIGMAS

Quoting Shakespeare—and Moore
/ am told that Churchill quoted the famous speech by John

' of Gaunt in Shakespeare's Richard II, act 2, scene 1: 'This
scepter'd isle," etc. Can you tell me the speech? —W. D. Reeves

A Churchill knew his Shakespeare
JLJL • —particularly Richard II. In The
Gathering Storm, when visiting the fleet
after becoming First Lord of the
Admiralty for the second time in a war
with Germany, he reflects on his experi-
ences twenty-five years before and quotes
other lines from the play: "For God's
sake let us sit upon the ground and tell
sad stories of the death of kings" (act 3).

He did quote some of Gaunt's
famous lines but not all—not in a
speech, but in the opening of an article,
"Let's Boost Britain," in the weekly
Answers for 28 April 1934, reprinted in
The Collected Essays of Sir Winston
Churchill (London, 1975), vol. 4,
"Churchill at Large," page 291:

WSC: This week we celebrate St
George's Day, which is also Shakespeare's
Day, who wrote the noblest tribute ever
penned to this England of ours:

" This royal throne of kings,

this scepter'd isle,
This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars,

This other Eden, demi-paradise ...
This happy breed of men, this little world;
This precious stone set in the silver sea ..."

The words still thrill like the blast
of a trumpet; thrill, I suspect, the Scots
and Irish and Welsh among us as well as
the English. They move us not only
because they are beautiful, but because
they are true—as true today in the reign
of King George the Fifth as they were
under Royal Elizabeth.

Churchill's remarks after his fleet
visit are so haunting that we thought our
readers might like to be reminded. The
quotation, "Some banquet-hall deserted,"
is from Irish poet Thomas Moore....

WSC: It was, like the others, a
lovely day. All went well, and in the
evening we anchored in Loch Ewe,
where the four or five other great ships
of the Home Fleet were assembled.... My
thoughts went back a quarter of a

century to that other September when I
had last visited Sir John Jellicoe and his
captains in this very bay, and had found
them with their long lines of battleships
and cruisers drawn out at anchor, a prey
to the same uncertainties as now afflict-
ed us. Most of the captains and admirals
of those days were dead, or had long
passed into retirement. The responsible
senior officers who were now presented
to me as I visited the various ships had
been young lieutenants or even midship-
men in those far-off days....

The perfect discipline, style, and
bearing, the ceremonial routine—all
were unchanged....It seemed that I was
all that survived in the same position I
had held so long ago. But no; the dan-
gers had survived too. Danger from
beneath the waves, more serious with
more powerful U-boats; danger from the
air, not merely of being spotted in your
hiding-place, but of heavy and perhaps
destructive attack!

...I motored from Loch Ewe to
Inverness, where our train awaited us. We
had a picnic lunch on the way by a
stream, sparkling in hot sunshine. I felt
oddly oppressed with my memories.

"For God's sake, let us sit upon the ground
And tell sad stories of the death of kings. "

No one had ever been over the
same terrible course twice with such an
interval between. No one had felt its
dangers and responsibilities from the
summit as I had, or, to descend to a
small point, understood how First Lords
of the Admiralty are treated when great
ships are sunk and things go wrong. If
we were in fact going over the same cycle
a second time, should I have once again
to endure the pangs of dismissal? Fisher,
Wilson, Battenberg, Jellicoe, Beany,
Pakenham, Sturdee, all gone!

"I feel like one
Who treads alone

Some banquet-hall deserted
Whose lights are fled,
Whose garlands dead

And all but he departed."
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And what of
the supreme, mea-
sureless ordeal in
which we were again
irrevocably plunged?
Poland in its agony;
France but a pale reflec-
tion of her former warlike ardour; the
Russian Colossus no longer an ally, not
even neutral, possibly to become a foe.
Italy no friend. Japan no ally. Would
America ever come in again? The British
Empire remained intact and gloriously
united, but ill-prepared, unready. We still
had command of the sea. We were woe-
fully outmatched in numbers in this new
mortal weapon of the air. Somehow the
light faded out of the landscape.

—From The Gathering Storm
(London: Cassell, 1948, pp. 321-40), ©
Winston S. Churchill, reprinted by kind
permission.

* * *
Finally, here is the complete pas-

sage from Richard II, act 2, scene 1:
John of Gaunt:

This royal throne of kings, this scepter'd isle,
This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars,

This other Eden, demi-paradise,
This fortress built by Nature for herself
Against infection and the hand of war,

This happy breed of men, this little world,
This precious stone set in the silver sea,
Which serves it in the office of a wall,

Or as a moat defensive to a house,
Against the envy of less happier lands;
This blessed plot, this earth, this realm,

this England. $S
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Churchill Centre High
Teacher Seminars
Winston Churchill:
Thoughts and Reflections
Elmhurst College, Elmhurst,
Illinois, March 11th

he second Churchill Centre
seminar, with eighteen partici-
pating teachers, met with
broad approval by attendees,
though detailed evaluations

revealed our formula is not yet perfect.
The seminar series is a complex under-
taking because so many components
change each time we offer one: geo-
graphic location, time of year, venue,
instructors and topics. Overall enroll-
ment was lower than our first seminar
last year in Washington, but our no-
shows were fewer, perhaps because of
our email reminders including the
day's schedule.

Steve Hayward, a member of The
Churchill Centre College of Fellows,
did an excellent job handling three ses-
sions, with Centre governors Susan
and Phil Larson presenting a fourth
session on "Churchill and Chicago."
Susan gave a splendid introduction to
the exciting nature of historical
inquiry, describing her and Phil's
delight in uncovering previously
unknown material about Churchill's
visit and their quest for primary docu-
ments and contemporaneous news
accounts. This in and of itself would
seem motivating to history lovers.
They used PowerPoint to illustrate
their presentation, showing cartoons,
photographs and newspaper articles.

Steve Hayward compared many
aspects of Churchill to other leaders,
particularly American presidents. I
joked that a better sub-title for the
program might have been "From

Ms. Sigman is The Churchill Centres educa-
tional outreach coordinator.

SEMINARS TO DATE
18Oct05: George Washington

University, Washington, D.C.
11MarO6: Elmhurst College, Chicago
29AprO6: Fletcher School, Tufts

University, Medford, Mass.
26-28Oct06: Evans School, University
of Washington, Seattle, Washington*
4Nov06: The Citadel, Charleston, S.C.

'Sessions for graduate students,
undergraduates and teachers after
Sixth Churchill Lecture (in Seattle on
26 October). Other seminars are for
high school teachers.

Future possible locations include
southern California, Atlanta, Nashville,
Pennsylvania or Texas.

Cicero to Bush II;" his suggestion of
"Plato to NATO" had a better ring.

In discussing Churchill's political
style, Hayward noted that Churchill
was ideally suited to be a U.S. presi-
dent, consensus is not always required
and presidents have some unilateral
powers. He felt WSC was out of sync
with the British cabinet style: discuss,
ponder, discuss more, and ponder
until consensus is reached. After listen-
ing to him, several teachers expressed
their resolve to read his excellent book,
Churchill on Leadership.

We hope in future to have two
professors for each seminar. We asked
a lot of Steve Hayward to cover more
than four hours, and we are grateful
that he was able ably to do so. Execu-
tive Director Dan Myers and Joe
Troiani, a CC member from Chicago,
were in the audience and offered sup-
port and confirmation at various
points throughout the day.

A notable change for our second
seminar was the inclusion of reading
materials, sent to teachers in advance.
My Early Life will be included in each
seminar: a splendid introduction to
Churchill and his world. Over 90 per-
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cent of teachers rated the book highly.
Other readings included the

essays "Mass Effects in Modern Life"
and "Shall We Commit Suicide?" Are
we so democratic that we can't recog-
nize excellence? Steve shared a question
he often presents to his own students:
Would you rather be elected president
of the United States (or another
democracy) or be the premier of China
(a dictator)? Churchill's political writ-
ings speak to a basic tension in
American politics; Americans want to
look up to their presidents, but don't
want to think that their president is
looking down on them.

As in Washington, several teachers
expressed an interest in future semi-
nars. This reminds us continually to
evaluate our seminar program, examin-
ing the balance between breadth and
depth. Should we continue our efforts
to reach more teachers by scheduling
seminars in more cities, or should we
offer a second seminar to previous
attendees? This year an in-depth expe-
rience was offered through our two-
week, NEH-sponsored Summer
Institute. Since none of our one-day
seminars has been over-subscribed, this
offers a cautionary tale.

Comments from teachers on the
essay contest for the Chicago confer-
ence caused the contest's conclusion
date to be advanced to June 6th so
as not to conflict with SATs in May.
The needs of teachers must always be
considered.

From Early Life to Finest Hour
Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy, Tufts University,
Medford, Mass., April 29th

Twenty-four high school history
teachers attended our seminar in asso-
ciation with The Fletcher School. New




