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SHORT SNORTER CAUGHT OUT
Anent the Short Snorter article (FH

131: 26), General Mark W. Clark DSC
KCB KBE spoke of the manner in which he
and General Eisenhower "made Mr.
Churchill a Short Snorter" at our Sixth
Annual Memorial Dinner at the Macdonald
Hotel, Edmonton, on 1 June 1970:

"Now Chequers, that was another
deal. That came on every Friday afternoon,
and we went down there and did not get
away till the first thing Monday morn-
ing. ...One evening Ike and I made him a
Short Snorter....We told him the rules, that
he had to carry his short snorter on his per-
son, and if he did not have it when another
short snorter challenged him, he had to pay
the fine, which was five dollars.

"So at dinner, one evening, Ike said,
'Mr. Prime Minister, would you show us
your short snorter?' He jumped up and
went out of the room. Finally he came back
waving it, and Ike said: 'That's not permis-
sible, sir. You're supposed to have it on your
person.' Mr. Churchill held it up and said,
'I make my own rules in my own house.'"

]. EDWARD HUTSON, PRESIDENT

RT HON SIR WINSTON S. CHURCHILL SOCIETY

EDMONTON, ALBERTA

'LIKE LAST TIME"
I enjoy Finest Hour, but I hope you

will watch your writing style a little more.
In your review of Churchill's Triumph, you
write that the novel "centers around."
Something cannot "center around." It can
"revolve around" or "center on." And you
wrote that Stalin was determined to break
Germany "like last time." This should be
"as was done last time" or "the way the vic-
tors did last time." The word "like" should
not be used if a verb or an implied verb
appears on both sides of the "like." It's not
a conjunction. We can't all write like
Winston Churchill. But we can avoid these
errors of style.

DON BUCK, ORFORD, NH

Editor's response: We can't, but we can
try. I was actually thinking of Churchill's
words when I wrote "like last time," so I
looked them up, in The Grand Alliance
(London: Cassell, 1948, 175):

"One day in 1937 I had a meeting
with Herr von Ribbentrop, German ambas-
sador to Britain....There was a large map on
the wall, and the Ambassador several times
led me to it to illustrate his projects...I
thought it right to say to the German
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Ambassador—in fact I remember the words
well, 'When you talk of war, which no
doubt would be general war, you must not
underrate England. She is a curious coun-
try, and few foreigners can understand her
mind. Do not judge by the attitude of the
present Administration. Once a great cause
is presented to the people all kinds of unex-
pected actions might be taken by this very
Government and by the British nation.'
And I repeated, 'Do not underrate England.
She is very clever. If you plunge us all into
another Great War she will bring the whole
world against you, like last time.'"

He admired brevity and I can't believe
he would have used either of your alterna-
tives. So I am putting in for an exemption!
Mea culpa on "center ground" and many
thanks for reading FH so closely.

"ZIONISM VS. BOLSHEVISM"
Michael McMenamin writes in "Real

Versus Rubbish: Rumbles Left and Right"
{FH 123: 38-43) that Churchill's 1920 arti-
cle on Jewish involvement in Bolshevism
("Zionism vs. Bolshevism") was meant as a
defense of the Jews rather than as an indict-
ment of them. I agree and would like to
know if he might lead me to supplementary
documentation which backs up what con-
temporaries must have regarded as a
philosemitic protestation.

DAVID VERBEETEN, VIA EMAIL

Mr. McMenamin replies: There proba-
bly is supplemental documentation but I'm
not aware of it specifically. Maybe Sir
Martin Gilbert presents it in essays he's
written on Churchill and Zionism and
Churchill and the Holocaust. My conclu-
sion on WSC's "Zionism" article was based
largely on its contents, which clearly refute
the anti-semitism libel. You also might
check out on the Centre website my article
"Churchill and the Litigious Lord" (FH
95:28), where Lord Alfred Douglas claimed
Churchill was in the pocket of Jewish mon-
eymen after the Battle of Jutland...and was
convicted of criminal libel.

One would think having as your offi-
cial biographer the leading Holocaust schol-
ar in the world is sufficient inoculation
against being called an anti-semite...I love
the line in Gilbert's In Search of Churchill
where a source he is interviewing is about
to tell him one of Winston's chief flaws. Sir
Martin leans forward as the source says,
"He was too fond of the Jews."

continued opposite...



THE PITY OF WAR
As his Christmas present, my 22-

year-old grandson presented me with the
intriguing book, The Pity of War, by
Niall Ferguson (Basic Books), which pre-
sents a rather deep analysis of the multi-
ple circumstances leading up to the out-
break of World War I, and the conduct
of the war itself.

On page 177, dealing with the
reaction of prominent individuals to the
outbreak of war, Ferguson writes: "Alone
together in his office at the Commons
earlier that afternoon, Asquith and his
wife 'could not speak for tears' after he
told her simply: 'It's all up.' But a few
months into the war on 22 February
1915, Churchill told their daughter
Violet Asquith, 'I think a curse should
rest on me—because I love this war. I
know it's smashing & shattering the lives
of thousands every moment—& yet—I
can't help it—I enjoy every second of
it'....But Churchill was at heart an
incurable optimist who never quite
ceased to believe that there was an easy
way to win the war. His wife evidently
did not share his keenness."

It was the first time I have ever
read of Churchill's almost boyish atti-
tude towards war. Ferguson's remarks
about Clementine's attitude suggest that
she was "not sharing his enthusiasm"
over the "easy way" to win, which a foot-
note says comes from "Davies' Europe, p.
885." I do not have that book to hand,
but I wonder if you have any knowledge
of that specific incident of negativeness
on Clementine's part. WSC's remark I
find rather peculiar coming from a per-
son holding high office.

I don't think any of us, in the bat-
talion I was serving in on 3 September
1939, exulted at the news we were at
war. It reached us in the Simla Hills dur-
ing that night; we merely accepted it as
part of the job for which we had signed
up. But in Burma, much later, there was
no doubting the fact that one and all felt
deeply thankful that the Yanks had
dropped some mighty big bombs on
Japan and that, after the second one
went off, the Japanese Emperor had
decided to call off the war.

WILLIAM ROBERT DALES, SANTA FE, N.M.

Editor's response: Churchill con-
fessed to mixed emotions about war to
intimates on several occasions. After

observing German army maneuvers in
1909 he wrote to Clementine: "Much as
war attracts me and fascinates my mind
with its tremendous situations I feel
more deeply every year and can measure
the feeling here in the midst of arms
what vile and wicked folly and barbarism
it all is." (Randolph Churchill, Winston
S. Churchill11:225.)

One cannot help remarking at the
honesty of his assertion. Few politicians
would make such a confession then, let
alone today. And of course, he carefully
preserved it in his papers, for future crit-
ics to quote from selectively ("War
attracts me and fascinates my mind"—
full stop.)

According to www.bookfinder.com,
the reference is to Norman Davies,
Europe: A History, subtitled, A Panorama
of Europe, East and West, from the Ice Age
to the Cold War, from the Urals to
Gibraltar (Harper Collins, 1998).

Clementine Churchill's views on
World War I were fairly robust: When
WSC was to be cashiered in 1915 she
told Prime Minister Asquith that
Winston alone had "the power, the
imagination, the deadlines to fight
Germany." Her letters can be reviewed
in Mary Soames, Speaking for Themselves,
and the companion volumes of the offi-
cial biography.

WAS WSC MENTALLY ILL?
EH 131 parenthetically asks:

"WSC suffered from mental illness?"
with an implicit exclamation point scoff-
ing at such an idea. But let's bear in
mind octogenarian George Bernard
Shaw's famous anecdote about his visit
to an ophthalmologist who discovered he
had 20/20 vision. "So, I'm right in
thinking I still have normal vision?"
Shaw asked. "Absolutely not!" the doctor
replied. "You have perfect vision, which
is altogether abnormal

So it goes with "mental illness." I'm
in my seventh decade of life, and have
encountered barely a handful of people
who were entirely free of neurosis. Thus,
those who are "mentally well" are alto-
gether abnormal, and more often than
not, uninteresting. WSC was unques-
tionably neurotic. I would even go so far
as to say that much of his character and
genius derived from the fact that he had
"Attention Deficit Disorder."

What EH 131 was objecting to was

the notion that mental illness was a
defining trait of WSC's character. And of
course it was not. But saying, for exam-
ple, that he was an undiagnosed ADD
sufferer is not the same as saying that
ADD was a defining trait of his person-
ality. He won't shrink in our estimation
because he diverged from perfection in
one or another respect. We do him and
history scant service by reflexively dis-
missing analyses of his behavior that
don't comport with our particular image
of the man. And we do our fellow crea-
tures scant service by throwing around
epithets like "mental illness."

ROBERT H. PILPEL, SCARSDALE, N.Y.

Editor's response: Bob, it was the
charity Rethink that threw around the
epithet "mental illness." (EH 126:7
reports them also saying that Churchill
"might never have become prime minis-
ter if the public had known the depth of
his mental health problems.")

By the dictionary explanation of
"illness," WSC was not mentally ill,
though we don't quarrel with the point
that most people have neuroses, and
knowing about his own adds to our
knowledge, and does not subtract from
his stature. Carol Breckenridge explains
how ADD might well have been diag-
nosed in young Winston in "Art as
Therapy: How Churchill Coped," FH
120: 20-23.

CONFUSIONS & COINCIDENCES
As the author of My Original

Ambition {Finest Hour 130:7) I was as
surprised as your readers to find Sir
Winston Churchill's photograph along-
side the letter of his namesake grandson
in The Daily Record. Nonetheless, I am
delighted that you mentioned this error,
as I am a fan of Sir Winston.

Did you know that Svetlana Stalin,
daughter of the Soviet dictator, also
resided for more than a year at Sir
Winston's former London residence,
Morpeth Mansions? Indeed, Ms. Stalin
shouted at me in Sir Winston's kitchen
when I questioned her about her father.
What an irony that Stalin's daughter
should have resided in Churchill's own
home some twenty years after his pass-
ing! The old warrior would turn in his
grave, and possibly, the late generalissi-
mo too!

DOMINIC SHELMERDINE, VTA EMAIL M)
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

@ THE CENTRE
Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors, Denver, 21-24 June J

s I write, the Centre has completed its annual Board of Governors meeting.
This year it was in Denver, home of Vice President Chuck Platt, where the rar-
ified air was certainly no deterrent to thorough and often vigorous discussions.

The board's agenda was, as usual, quite full, so full in fact that the first
day's session lasted nearly ten hours, while the second day reached eight. Much

ground was covered and many decisions made. Attendance was excellent. All board members were present with one
exception, Paul Courtenay from England, who, while unable to join us, was available by telephone. Trustee Marcus
Frost drove (yes, drove) to Denver from his home in central Texas and provided a valuable perspective on many issues.
Governor Phil Larson drove from Illinois. After experiencing a sixteen-hour series of flights back to Chapel Hill, I am
beginning to wonder if they are on to something.

While the minutes of the meeting will provide a detailed picture of the matters considered, and will be posted
on the members-only section of our website, a few should be noted here.

The Churchill Centre's high activity level of 2006, topped off by the 23rd International Churchill Conference
in Chicago in September, will continue in 2007. Early in the year an elegant benefit dinner honoring trustee Chris
Matthews will be held in Washington. This major event, which may exceed in scope and attendance our previous bene-
fit dinners in Chicago, will be followed in early spring by a Churchill Forum, also in Washington, sponsored jointly by
the Centre, the English Speaking Union and the British American Business Association. Then in mid-May the Centre
is planning a tour of Turkey (Istanbul, Gallipoli Peninsula, the Dardanelles and Yalta in the Crimea). One month later,
a Churchill Centre mini-conference will be held in Hyde Park, New York, in conjunction with the Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt Institute. Our annual American Political Science Association panel discussion and dinner will be
held in Chicago at the end of August. Shortly thereafter, the 24th International Churchill Conference will convene in
spectacular Vancouver, British Columbia to consider "Churchill and the Pacific War."

Not to be overlooked are the Churchill high school teacher seminars, at least four more of which are being
planned, and the inauguration of our internet classroom, "Discover Churchill." These teacher and student programs
underscore the Centre's primary emphasis on education. It is likely they will be supplemented by one or more student
seminars and the Churchill Lecture.

Despite all the plans laid, actions taken and visions shared, the aspect of this board meeting that stood out for
me was the quality of the deliberations. When highly intelligent and articulate people, who are firmly committed and
motivated to produce positive results, meet to pursue a common goal, expectations rightly should be high. Mine were,
and they were fully met.

Each governor and several trustees laid out their views on each issue under consideration with clarity and civil-
ity. Admittedly on a few occasions certain points were forcefully pursued and even a bit of contentiousness crept into
the discussions. A wide diversity of opinions and judgments were constantly on display to an extent that for me at least
was memorable.

This board's willingness to expend the time and intellectual energy on Centre programs augurs well for its
future. My fundamental goal for the Centre has always been its viability as an institution, a lasting, durable, relevant
and vital organization that has the respect and support of all Churchillians, wherever located.

Organizations established even for the most noteworthy purposes are often beset by those who would advance
self-serving personal agendas, promote cults of personality, seek excessive ego fulfillment or foster narrow cliquish atti-
tudes, all incompatible with the Centre's goals. Thankfully, none was evident in Denver. This Board's willingness to
weigh carefully all relevant factors with whatever appropriate degree of texture or nuance
before reaching carefully considered judgments gives me confidence that those corrosive
influences will not undermine the Centre's progress towards permanence and ultimate /Jf\ JJU^
fulfillment of its noble mission.
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DATELINES
CIGAR ATTACKS ON THE RISE
GLASGOW, JULY 20TH— Scenes from modern

Scotland: A taxi driver in Glenrothes, alone in
his cab between fares, lights up. Enter, from left,
a smoking ban enforcer to slap a £200 fine on
him for polluting public transport. Talk about
a Hamlet cigar moment.

Quotation of the Season

The come-
dian and
actor Mel
Smith is
playing
Winston

Churchill in a play describing a 1921
meeting between Britain's bulldog and
the Irish revolutionary leader Michael
Collins. It was a long night of brandy
and cigars and Smith, wishing to be
true to his character, wants to smoke a
Romeo y Julieta or two on stage.
Doing so, however, would put him in
breach of Scotland's smoking ban.

Clearly a graduate of the
Stanislavski school of method acting,
Smith reacted to this invasion of his
artistic integrity with a declaration of
war. "I've often wondered what the
Scottish Parliament does," he says.
"Maybe this is an opportunity for me
to find out. The thing I would like to
say about it is that it would have
delighted Adolf Hitler, who, as you
know, was anti-smoking. You couldn't
smoke at Hitler's dining table. So he'd
be pleased, wouldn't he? Congratula-
tions, Scotland."

When the play transfers to
England, Smith will be free to smoke
as much as he likes on stage. The law
there will allow actors to smoke "if the
artistic integrity of a performance
makes it appropriate." So there you
have it. Scotland is the land of Knox
with knobs on, the worst wee small-
minded country in the world, a nation
of fake cigars and fanaticism. Or so we
are made to seem.
—Alison Rowat in The Herald,
Glasgow, 20 July 2006.

CIGAR
VALUES
HOLDING
LIVERPOOL, JULY 12TH— One of Winston
Churchill's half-smoked cigars was sold
at auction today for £365 ($670) to a
private collector in the North of
England. The Leader of the
Opposition was puffing this cigar as he
arrived for a the Conservative Party
Conference in Blackpool on 14
October 1950, auctioneers Outhwaite
and Litherland said. Upon being told
he would not be able to smoke in the
ballroom, where he was due to give a
major speech, WSC stubbed out the
cigar and handed it to a constable
standing next to him. The policeman
kept the cigar as a souvenir and it
stayed in the family until his relatives
decided to put it up for auction.

In his address Churchill told the
Tories: ".. .we need just one more
heave [to] fling this Socialist govern-
ment out of power and replace it by a
broad, progressive and tolerant admin-
istration, the slave neither of class nor
of dogma but putting national need
first and determined to make Britain
and the British Empire once again
both great and free." A year later, they
had their chance.

CHURCHILL AND THE
AIRLINE BOMB PLOT

One of our recent new members is
Michael Fullerton, deputy executive
director of the Homeland Security
Advisory Committees. Following the
recent terrorist alert and plot to blow up
transatlantic airplanes traveling from the

here is something very sinister to my
mind in this Mesopotamian entangle-
ment....[We seem] compelled to go on
pouring armies and treasure into these

thankless deserts. We have not got a single friend in
the press upon the subject, and there is no point of
which they make more effective use to injure the
Government. Week after week and month after
month for a long time to come we shall have a contin-
uance of this miserable, wasteful, sporadic warfare,
marked from time to time certainly by minor disasters
and cuttings off of troops and agents, and very possi-
bly attended by some very grave occurrence."

—WSC TO LLOYD GEORGE, UNSENT LETTER, 20 AUGUST 1920

UK to USA, he sent us an internal
notice to DHS staff from Secretary
Chertoff, excerpts of which will be of
interest to our readers. —DNM

WASHINGTON, AUGUST i iTH— Secretary

Chertoff to all DHS Employees:
Over the last few hours, British

authorities have arrested a significant
number of extremists engaged in a
substantial plot to destroy multiple
passenger aircraft flying from the
United Kingdom to the United
States Winning this war against
terror is the great calling of our genera-
tion, and this is a critical moment in
the Department's work to protect the
world's travelers who transit by air to
and from the United States. Since
9/11, we have erected a number of
layers of defense against such
attacks A number of you will receive
more extensive briefings from your
managers and supervisors in the com-
ing hours the Department is
depending on you too to proceed
with unyielding focus and quiet
determination. The public is counting
on us to protect our families, our fel-
low citizens, our visitors, and our
homeland. In Winston Churchill's
words, "We will not flinch or weary
of the struggle."

Secretary Chertoff s quotation
is from the last lines of Churchill's
speech of 11 September 1940, "Every
Man to His Post": "It is a message of
good cheer to our fighting Forces »
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on the seas, in the air, and in our wait-
ing Armies in all their posts and sta-
tions, that we sent them from this capi-
tal city. They know that they have
behind tliem a people who will not
flinch or weary of the struggle—hard
and protracted though it will be; but
that we shall rather draw from the heart
of suffering itself the means of inspira-
tion and survival, and of a victory won
not only for ourselves but for all; a vic-
tory won not only for our own time,
but for the long and better days that are
to come."

NEW YORK, AUGUST 22ND—In an interview

with nationally
syndicated radio
talk host Glenn
Beck, Sen. Joseph
Lieberman (D.,
Conn.) agreed with
Beck's proposition
that defeat in Iraq
could presage "the
end of the West."
The Senator con-
tinued: "Somebody told me that Iraq
is going to be like the Spanish Civil
War, which was the harbinger of what
was to come. Also, as the Nazis began
to move in Europe, we tried to con-
vince ourselves we contained them—
and we obviously didn't, and then we
paid the price."

Lieberman went on to invoke
Churchill: "I don't have the quotation
in front of me, but he said something
like there is only one solution and it
was victory." The words he was reach-
ing for are from Churchill's first speech
as Prime Minister on 13 May 1940:
"You ask what is our aim? I can answer
in one word: Victory. Victory at all
costs, victory in spite of all terror, vic-
tory however long and hard the road
may be; for without victory there is no
survival."

MORE LIEBERMAN-WSC
NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS, AUGUST

18TH— Peter Friedman in the New
Bedford Standard-Times writes of
Joseph Lieberman, who was rejected
by his party in a recent senatorial pri-
mary: "History shows that it is consis-
tency, steadiness and perseverance that

define our greatest leaders, including
George Washington, Abraham
Lincoln, Franklin Roosevelt and
Winston Churchill. Arguably
Americas most admired man, Gen.
George Washington, led us to victory
and independence in a war that virtu-
ally nobody thought we could win.
Abraham Lincoln held our nation
together by bucking popular opinion
through a brutal and unpopular war.
Although he was very unpopular for
most of his presidency, history gives
him the credit he deserves. Real leaders
lead even at the expense of their own
popularity, whereas popular 'leaders'
often are just opportunistic followers
of public opinion." We are not experts
on Washington or Lincoln, but Mr.
Friedman has Winston Churchill right.

DUCK HUNTER
DAYTON, OHIO, AUGUST 17TH— In his

appearance at the Kettering VFW Hall
last week, former
Sen. Max Cleland
(D., Ga., Churchill
Centre member and
speaker) invoked
more words of
Winston Churchill:
"In war, you can
only be killed once,
but in politics,
many times."

A decorated veteran who lost
two legs and part of an arm in
Vietnam, Cleland came to town last
week to campaign for Senate candidate
Sherrod Brown and congressional can-
didate Stephanie Studebaker. "I have
almost been killed once in war, and I
have been killed many times in poli-
tics," he told supporters. The jovial
Cleland couldn't stay serious for long.
"I wasn't wounded in Vietnam," he
joked. "I just went duck-hunting with
Dick Cheney." —ASSOCIATED PRESS

WEBLIOGRAPHY
ASHBURN, VIRGINIA, JULY 17TH— A year ago
David and Peter Turrell launched
"Savrola," a bibliographic website
devoted to the book-length works of
Winston Churchill. The intent of the
site was to marry bibliographic detail
with a series of pictures to show what

the volumes actually look like. For the
average collector or interested individ-
ual, the lack of images is the weak spot
of almost any traditional bibliography
and can be frustrating.

After months of tweaking and
adjustment they have now performed
major upgrades to the underlying soft-
ware, and Savrola version 2 is at
http://www.savrola.co.uk. Pete Turrell
has spent countless hours supporting
the technical side of this endeavor, has
generously underwritten web hosting
costs, and has tirelessly scoured the
bookshops of the Malverns on brother
Dave's behalf.

A link on the home page will
take you to a detailed discussion of
what's new. In addition to cosmetic
changes and new features, much effort
has gone into improving the search
capability and the usability of the
search results. Additions to the site
content are made almost daily.

The Turrells now have details of
approximately 1700 items in twenty-
eight languages, backed by over 7300
images. There is still, of course, a long
way to go, and no bibliography is ever
truly complete. To keep the Turrells
moving closer to the goal, if you can
help by offering suggestions and/or
supplying information or images from
your own collection, they would be
immensely grateful. Contact
david.turrell@verizonbusiness.com.

NINETY YEARS ON: THE
MAN WHO MADE TANKS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 19TH, 1916— " W h a t

about the tanks?" Mr. Lloyd George
was asked, as he left the War Office
yesterday.

"Well," said the War Minister,
"we must not expect too much from
them, but so far, they have done very
well. And don't you think that they
reflect credit on those responsible for
them? It is really to Mr. Winston
Churchill that the credit is due, more
than to anyone else. He took up with
enthusiasm the idea of making them a
long time ago, and he met with many
difficulties. He converted me, and at
the Ministry of Munitions we went
ahead and made them.
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"The Admiralty experts were
invaluable, and gave the greatest possi-
ble assistance. They are, of course,
experts in the matter of armour plat-
ing. Major Stern, a businessman at the
Ministry of Munitions, had charge of
the work of getting them built, and he
did the task very well. Col. Swinton
and others also did valuable work. You
see, the enemy has by no means a
monopoly of inventive ingenuity."

—DAILY SKETCH, 19SEP16, JOHN FROST

HISTORICAL NEWSPAPER COLLECTION

MICHAEL PINTAVILLE
WEST CHESTER, PA., MAY 30TH— T h e

Churchill Centre records with sadness
the passing of Michael Pintaville, a
longtime member who attended many
events over the years. His wife Amy
writes: "Churchill was his hero and
Mike was an ardent admirer. He col-
lected and read many books by and
about him and we had wonderful
times at conferences. Thank you for
the inspiring lectures, marvelous black-
tie dinners, and Finest Hour. They gave
him great pleasure and the opportuni-
ty to learn. Enclosed is a small dona-
tion in memory of Mike, and to sup-
port the mission of the Centre."
Friends may reach Amy at 273 Devon
Way, West Chester PA 19380.

"TOP PILOT, TOP SOLDIER"
GEOFF BARKWAY DFM

Staff Sergeant
Geoff Barkway,
who has died aged
84, will be remem-
bered by delegates
at the Portsmouth
2004 Churchill
Conference for his
modest yet stirring
recollections of his L
important role in the capture of
Pegasus Bridge in the early hours of D-
Day, 6 June 1944.

Geoffrey Sidney Barkway was
born on 18 September 1921 in
London, and joined the Territorial
Army in February 1939. Mobilised at
17, he volunteered in 1942 for train-
ing as a glider pilot. This demanding
role required, on D-Day, flying a heav-
ily laden glider miles into enemy terri-
tory, landing with pinpoint accuracy in
a confined space, in the dark, under
possible enemy fire, in a place he had
never seen, all without an engine.

There being no quick or sure
way to get home again (despite being
issued with beach boarding passes to
get home to make a second sortie,
intended to be within 24 hours!), each
pilot then had to pick up weapons and

Errata
§ FH 130:23, penultimate line: The photograph was probably not

taken in March 1945 as suggested; it shows WSC in summer uniform,
whereas the temperature during the visit to the Rhine crossing at that date
dictated something much warmer. Neither could it have been taken in Berlin
or Potsdam in July 1945; although summer uniform was worn there, he
looks much too jaunty and would not have had binoculars hanging from his
neck. The conclusion is that it must have been taken in Italy in August 1944,
when he certainly wore this uniform.

§ FH 131: 4, column 3, in the first paragraph of Churchill's letter to
President Kennedy: David Bruce was the U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain
(not vice-versa). Thanks to Paul Courtenay for the above two points.

§ FH 131: 45: In "Woods Corner," "The Doctor and the Soldier"
appears at pages 69-70 of the 1898 edition of The Malakand Field Force,
not 45-47, which actually refers to the 1989 edition (London: Cooper; New
York: Norton). Also, the essay does not, contrary to our statement, appear in
volume 2 of the official biography, or any other volume of the O.B. Thanks
to Geoffrey Fletcher for these corrections.

fight alongside the crack infantrymen
they had delivered. The job of the
glider pilot was thus one of "top pilot,
top soldier." Barkway received the
Distinguished Flying Medal for what
the Commander-in-Chief Allied
Expeditionary Air Force described as
probably the finest piece of precision
flying in the whole of World War II.

Barkway's glider broke in half on
landing and he was thrown out, awak-
ing, somewhat concussed, in a small
pond. He returned to the crippled
glider to free his co-pilot and others.
Unfortunately, whilst unloading
ammunition in the firefight that fol-
lowed, Geoff was wounded. He was
soon to lose his arm through gangrene,
but his humour helped him handle the
loss with aplomb: in later life he used
to enjoy hanging his false arm from
the boot of his car whilst driving!

His humour was evident at
Portsmouth, where Geoff gave one of
the most memorable speeches at a
Churchill Conference. His great mod-
esty and wit showed us why he was in
demand for commemorative reunions.
His reception was truly rousing.

Barkway married Eileen
Underwood in 1945. She survives him
with two sons and two daughters.

—ROBERT A. COURTS

CHURCHILL AT PRITZKER
CHICAGO, JULY 24TH- The Pritzker
Military Library (www.pritzkermili-
tarylibrary.org) has acquired the
Winston Churchill Collection of Mort
and Joan Mollner, containing books,
medallions, coins, postage stamps,
tobacco cards, busts of Churchill and
other memorabilia. Highlights include
a limited edition bust of Churchill by
Michael Sutty, one of six medals
ordered struck for Churchill by
President Eisenhower, a silver Russian
"kilo" coin bearing Churchill's likeness,
and a case of three limited edition
crystal paperweights by Bacarrat &
Wedgwood. The gift contains a large
number of the medallions listed in J.
Eric Engstrom's book, The Medallic
Portraits of Winston Churchill (London:
Spink 1972), and some sixty military
medallions struck to honor wartime
generals, presidents and battles. »
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PRITZKER LIBRARY...
Mort Mollner began collecting

in 1947. He wanted the trove to stay
in the Chicago area, as a resource for
his home town and viewable by friends
and family members. "Having wit-
nessed how one man almost single-
handedly held the free world together,
I've derived untold pleasure in playing
a part in helping keep his memory and
deeds alive," he says. "Mort Mollner's
collection is an extraordinary tribute to
an amazing historical figure," said Ed
Tracy, executive director, Pritzker
Military Library. "We are honored to
feature this unique collection in our
library and gallery."

The Pritzker Military Library,
dedicated to a bibliographic and cul-
tural venue for military history and the
representations of the citizen soldier in
a democratic society, is located at 610
N. Fairbanks Court (second floor). For
information call (312) 587.0234 or
www.pritzkermilitarylibrary.org

GIFTS AT CHARTWELL
WESTERHAM, KENT, AUGUST 10TH— To mark

the 40th anniversary of the opening of
Chartwell to the public, the National
Trust is changing the display of
exhibits in the Museum Room at
Chartwell for the first time since 1966.

Over 5,000 items personally
associated with WSC are in the
Chartwell collection, and it is impossi-
ble to show them all. The »page 11

LOCAL CONTACTS (affiliates in bold face)

Local Affairs Coordinator:
Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)

2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 378-8389; fax (770) 565-5925

Deputy Coordinator:
Paul Courtenay (ndege@tiscali.co.uk)

Park Lane Lodge, Quarley, Andover, Hants.
SP11 8QB UK; tel. (01264) 889627

Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of Alaska
Judith & Jim Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu)

2410 Galewood St., Anchorage AK 99508
tel. (907) 786-4740; fax (907) 786-4647

Churchill Centre Arizona
Larry Pike (lvpike@Chartwellgrp.com)

4927 E. Crestview Dr., Paradise Valley AZ 85253
bus. tel. (602) 445-7719; cell (602) 622-0566

California: Churchillians of the Desert
David Ramsay (rambo85@aol.com)

74857 S. Cove Drive, Indian Wells CA 92210
tel. (760) 837-1095

Churchillians by the Bay
Richard Mastio (rcmastio@earthlink.net)

2996 Franciscan Way, Carmel CA 93923-9216
tel. (831) 625-6164

Churchillians of Southern California
Leon J. Waszak (leonwaszak@aol.com)

235 South Ave. #66, Los Angeles CA 90042
tel. (323) 257-9279; bus. tel. (818) 240-1000 x5844

Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)

22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
tel. (708) 352-6825

Rocky Mountain Churchillians
Lew House, President (Ihouse2cti@earthlink.net)
20304 Eisenhower Drive, Louisville CO 80027

tel. (303) 661-9856; fax (303) 661-0589

Winston Churchill Society of Michigan:
Michael P. Malley (Mchael@malleylaw.com)

3135 South State St., Ste. 203, Ann Arbor MI 48108
tel. (734) 996-1083; fax (734) 327-2973

England: ICS (UK) Epping & Woodford Branch
Tony Woodhead, Old Orchard, 32 Albion Hill,

Loughton, Essex 1G10 4RD; tel. (0208) 508-4562

England: ICS (UK) Northern Branch
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage"

Station Road, Goldsborough
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5 8NT

tel. (01432) 863225

Churchill Centre North Florida
Richard Streiff (streiffr@bellsouth.net)

81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel. (352) 378-8985

Winston Churchill Society of Georgia:
Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net);

2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 378-8389; fax (770) 565-5925

Nebraska: Churchill Round Table of Nebraska
John Meeks (jmeeks@wrldhstry.com)

7720 Howard Street #3, Omaha NE 68114

tel. (402) 968-2773

New England Churchillians
Joseph L. Hern (jhern@fhmboston.com)

340 Beale Street, Quincy MA 02170
tel. (617) 773-1907; bus. tel. (617) 248-1919

Churchill Society of New Orleans
Edward F. Martin

2328 Coliseum St., New Orleans LA 70130
tel. (504) 582-8152

North Carolina Churchillians
A. Wendell Musser MD (amusser@nc.rr.com)

1214 Champions Pointe Drive
Durham NC 27712; tel. (919) 593-0804

Churchill Centre Northern Ohio
Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)

1301 East 9th St. #3500, Cleveland OH 44114
tel. (216) 781-1212

Washington Society for Churchill
Dr. John H. Mather, Pres. (Johnmather@aol.com)

PO Box 73, Vienna, VA 22182-0073
tel. (240) 353-6782

Churchill Centre South Texas
James T. Slattery (slattery@fed-med.com)

2803 Red River Creek
San Antonio TX 78259-3542

cell (210) 601-2143; fax (210) 497-0904

Tennessee: Vanderbik Univ. Young Churchill Club
Prof. John English (john.h.english@vanderbilt.edu)

Box 1616, Station B, Vanderbik University,
Nashville TN 37235

THE RT HON
SIR WINSTON S. CHURCHILL

SOCIETY, CANADA

Calgary: Dr. Francis LeBlanc, Pres. (neuron@telus.new)
126 Pinetree Dr. SW, Calgary AB T3Z 3K4
tel. (403) 685-5836, fax: (403) 217-5632

Edmonton: Dr. Edward Hutson, Pres.
(jehutson@shaw.ca)

98 Rehwinkel Road, Edmonton AB T6R 1Z8
tel. (780) 430-7178

British Columbia: Christopher Hebb, Pres.
(cavell_capital@telus.net)

1806-1111 W. Georgia Street, Vancouver BC
V6E 4M3; tel. (604) 209-6400

Vancouver Island: Victor Burstall, Pres.
(burst@shaw.ca) P. O. Box 2114, Sidney,

BC V8L 3S6; tel. (250) 727-7345
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WINSTON
CHURCHILL

SQUARE

CHURCHILL MEMORIALS WORLDWIDE: A book
we long to publish some day is a catalogue of all
WSC remembrances throughout the world. Here's
o n e we n e v e r heard of, until David Druckman sent
us t n e pnotos. The Square comprises half an acre

bordering Downing Street and the west side of
Sixth Avenue, New York City, whose Parks

Department purchased the site in 1943. The sitting
area, designed by George Vellonakis, was rebuilt

in 1998-99 to incorporate garden spaces, a
pedestal-mounted armillary, and a decorative iron
fence. The peaceful oasis is now maintained by

the Bedford Downing Block Association.
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G//TS ̂ 7 CHARTWELL...
"Churchill: Gifts to a Hero" exhibition
provides an opportunity to highlight a
number of pieces never seen before.
Many objects that have been in storage
for half a century have been taken out
and researched as to how and when
they were given. The stories contribute
to our picture of how Churchill was
regarded by so many in his lifetime.

Within the exhibition, and the
companion souvenir catalogue, gifts
from great figures of the time mingle
freely with gifts from ordinary people.
They include birthday presents from
his wife Clementine and from Presi-
dent Roosevelt, and honours and
awards bestowed by towns, institutions
and nations. Items range from a mag-
nificent silver sailing ship given by the
Gold & Silversmiths of Holland, to
home-made birthday cards from indi-
vidual well-wishers.

"Churchill: Gifts to a Hero" runs
at Chartwell throughout the 2006 and
2007 seasons. It is open at the same
times as the house.

APSA CHURCHILL PANEL
PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 2ND— T h e

annual Churchill Centre panel during
the American Political Science
Association Convention was held this
afternoon at the Philadelphia Marriott,
devoted to a discussion of Churchill's
1932 book, Thoughts and Adventures
(also published in the USA under the
title Amid These Storms). The book
comprises essays on a variety of sub-
jects published by Churchill in public
print over the previous decade. One of
Churchill's most charming books, it is
also one of his most neglected.

William Kristol, editor and
publisher of The Weekly Standard,
served as panel chairman. The speakers

WANTED:
ASSISTANT EDITOR

No one lives forever, and it is
time to begin thinking about the
future of Finest Hour, the
Chartwell Bulletin, and the other
publications we love so well. We
seek someone with a driving inter-
est (encyclopedic knowledge is not
required) in the entire Churchill
saga (not just WW2), the wisdom
he offers, balanced understanding
that he was not infallible, and the
joy of communicating his words
and deeds to future generations.

An assistant editor should be
a good wordsmith (though we
have wonderful proofreaders who
often save us from ourselves),
familiar with desktop publishing
applications. (Ours is Quark
Express.) We seek a proven ability
to meet deadlines (often one a
month), and a long-term commit-
ment. These are the essentials. This
is a paid position, and the pay will
increase as the assistant does more.
We do not anticipate any sudden
changes, rather a gradual drift
toward new hands who will carry
on for a long time. Thus, appli-
cants should be in their fifties or
younger! Contact the editor,
(richard@langworth.name) or toll-
free at (888) 454-2275. References
and resumes are requested. M>

and their topics were: Kirk Emmert,
Kenyon College, "Churchill on
Painting, Political Knowledge, and
Statesmanship"; Steven F. Hayward,
American Enterprise Institute,
"Churchill and the Problem of
Scale in Modern Politics"; James W.
Muller, University of Alaska,
Anchorage, "Politics and Philosophy
in Churchill's Interwar Essays." Paul
Cantor, University of Virginia, was
our discussant.

That evening, on the 108th
anniversary of the Battle of
Omdurman, a black tie dinner was
held by the Centre at The Union
League in Philadelphia. Steve Hayward
spoke on "The Use and Abuse of
Churchill in History." $
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WSC ON CINCINNATI
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN Sue Ann Painter,

who is writing a book on Cincinnati architecture,
asked us to verify Churchill's remarks about the
city, and whether he stayed in the Netherland
Plaza Hotel, as the hotel's records indicate.

inston S. Churchill, itin-
erant Briton in America,
wrote about American
cities in his article, "Land
of Corn and Lobsters,"

published in Collier's, 5 August 1933,
republished in The Collected Essays of
Sir Winston Churchill, vol. 4 (London:
Library of Imperial History, 1975,
p.266):

"Cincinnati, I thought, was the
most beautiful of the inland cities of
the Union. From the tower of its
unsurpassed hotel the city spreads far
and wide its pageant of crimson, pur-
ple and gold, laced by silver streams
that are great rivers."

According to Ms. Painter's
research, "Churchill's hotel room had a
modernistic bathroom fitted with yel-
low tiles and streamlined fixtures that
the British leader greatly admired and
supposedly measured to recreate in
London. The bath has been preserved
and the room named the Churchill
Suite."

Chartwell's bathrooms bear no
resemblance to "streamlined fixtures,"
but London might well have been
where he installed similar equipment,
in his pre-World War II flat at
Morpeth Mansions; in the event, how-
ever, whatever was there in his time
has long since been replaced.

We could find no reference to
the Netherland Plaza in his letters and
papers during his visit in February
1932, although only about a tenth of
his letters and papers have been pub-
lished. There seems little doubt, from
to his description and contemporary
photos, where Churchill stayed.

TOISON IN
YOUR COFFEE"

We are often asked
to confirm the famous
reputed exchange between
Churchill and Lady Astor,
who in exasperation
informed him that if she
were married to him she
would give him poison.
Biographer Christopher
Sykes, reports this con-
frontation in his Nancy
Astor (New York: Harper
& Row, 1972, 127):

"To this time [c.
1912] belongs a well-
known story of Winston
Churchill and Nancy. It
sounds like an invention
but is well authenticated.
He and the Astors were
staying with Churchill's
cousin, the Duke of
Marlborough, at
Blenheim Palace. Nancy
and Churchill argued
ferociously throughout

the weekend. At breakfast one morn-
ing Nancy said to him, 'Winston, if I
was married to you, I'd put poison in
your coffee.' Winston Churchill
replied: 'Nancy, if I was married to
you, I'd drink it.'"

One wonders first whether two
such well-read people would have used
"was" instead of "were." But there are
other reasons for questioning this
alleged verbal duel, and certainly the
originality of Churchill's retort.
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Churchill's official biographer,
Sir Martin Gilbert, wrote in his book,
In Search of Churchill (London:
HarperCollins, 1974, 232):

"The dilemma of establishing
authenticity is ever-present with
Churchill, around whom everyone
naturally wishes to attach their
favourite story. Certainly many of the
widely-circulated stories of the 1920s,
which were originally attached to
long-forgotten characters like William
Joynson-Hicks ('Jix') and the First
Earl of Birkenhead ('F.E.') are now
given Churchill as their source to
make them more interesting. Did
Churchill ever say to Nancy Astor,
'If I were your husband, I would drink
it?' after she had said, 'If I were your
wife I would put poison in your cof-
fee'? I have no idea, though several
old-timers suggested to me that the
original of Winston in this tale was
in fact F.E. (a much heavier drinker
than Churchill, and a notorious
acerbic wit)."

I still carry this riposte as "possi-
ble Churchill" in my developing book,
Winston Churchill by Himself, but with
qualifications. Fred Shapiro, editor of
the Yale Book of Quotations (appearing
this October) advised me that it dates
back many years. Fred's research found
this joke in the Chicago Tribune of 3
January 1900: "'If I had a husband like
you,' she said with concentrated scorn,
'I'd give him poison!' 'Mad'm,' he
rejoined, looking her over with a feeble
sort of smile, 'If I had a wife like you,
I'd take it.'"

It is entirely factual that Winston
Churchill, with his impressive memo-
ry, was in Chicago lecturing a year
after the Tribunes joke. And we might
consider that it was so popular a
punch-line that it was still circulating
when he got there. Stored in the filing
cabinet of memory, it may well have
been hauled out in response to Lady
Astor. But we cannot credit Churchill
with having originated it. It's in the
"ripostes" section of my book as "possi-
ble Churchill, but if he said it, he was
not the first." —RML $

AROUND & ABOUT
I gnacio Fernandez Bargues reminds us of an
I appropriate response to the announcement by
London mayor Ken Livingstone, that he has not flushed
the loo in fifteen months: "When Ministers of the Crown speak like this
on behalf of His Majesty's Government, the Prime Minister and his
friends have no need to wonder why they are getting increasingly into
bad odour. I had even asked myself, when meditating upon these points
whether you, Mr. Speaker, would admit the word iousy' as a
Parliamentary expression in referring to the Administration, provided, of
course, it was not intended in a contemptuous sense but purely as one
of factual narration." (WSC's remark came when the Minister of Fuel and
Power in the postwar Labour Government, Hugh Gaitskell, later
Clement Attlee's successor as leader of the Labour Party, advocated
saving energy by taking fewer baths: "Personally, I have never had a
great many baths myself, and I can assure those who are in the habit of
having a great many that it does not make a great difference to their
health if they have less." This was too much for Churchill, a renowned
bather. See WSC, Europe Unite (London: Cassell, 1950, 179.)

* * *

Those who despair that the young are insulated from Churchill's wis-
dom should take heart from a recent issue of The Dig, a free alterna-

tive Boston weekly aimed at the twenty-something crowd. It's the type of
paper that features ads for escort services, help wanted ads for bike
messengers and body piercers and area nightlife. In a serious front
piece, Dig editor Joe Keohane urged the new crop of Boston-area col-
lege graduates (among whom we include the editor's and executive edi-
tor's son) to go forth and fight the good fight, citing New York Times pub-
lisher Arthur Sulzberger, Jr.'s commencement speech to SUNY New
Paltz, New York. Keohane added: "He [Sulzberger] also quoted a mean,
terse 1941 commencement [sic] speech by Churchill: 'Never give in,
never give in, never, never, never, never—in nothing great or small, large
or petty; never give in except to convictions of honour and good sense.'"
Sound advice to those of any age. —Joe Hern

* * *

To the Editor of Time: In 1999, Time named Albert Einstein as
Person of the Century. [See "Time's Long March to Person of the

Century, FH 105:21, Winter 1999-2000. —Ed.] A number of us thought
the honor should have gone to Winston Churchill, Time's "Man of the
Half Century." We were disappointed that you used the opportunity to
malign Churchill, citing, among other perceived shortcomings, a com-
ment he made about Gandhi.

A recent discovery adds a significant wrinkle to this debate. One
of the items in Sotheby's recent catalogue of the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Collection, auctioned June 30th, was a single-page sheet written by
King in the early 1960s, in which he lists the "Ten Greatest Men of the
Century" (215). King lists Churchill as his Man of the Century, followed
by FDR, John F. Kennedy, Eleanor Roosevelt, Gandhi, Salk, Einstein,
Schweitzer, Truman, M. Luther King (most likely his father), and Dag
Hammarskjold. King certainly was a great student and follower of
Gandhi, but nonetheless considered Churchill Man of the Century. A
wise choice. —Richard D. Batchelder, Jr. $
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EDUCATION

Summer Churchill Institute for
Teachers at Ashland University
TWENTY-NINE AMERICAN TEACHERS devoted two weeks of their lives to furthering The

Churchill centre's mission of teaching the next generation about Winston Churchill, thanks to
the Ashbrook Center and a major grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

BY SUZANNE SIGMAN

ASHLAND IN JULY. Kneeling, L-R: Mark Baker (OH), Robert Patrick (MN), Erik Iverson (SD), Nancy Collins (NY), Ken
Krummenacker (NY), Randy Strunk (IL), Harold Bragg (Ml). Row 2 (L-R from dark sport jacket): Paul Saboe (TN), Jannette Milligan

(OH), Rich Policz (OH), Bruce Thompson (OH), Amanda Rowcliffe (TN), Robert Stout (TX), Sara Whitis (OH), Terry Finch (VA),
Professor James Muller (AK), Ron Weisbrod (OH). Back row (L-R from white shirt): Scott Miller (WA), Jeff Gordon (SD), Professor
Justin Lyons (OH), John Baran (VA), Bob Ludwig (OH), Peter Schlieker (CA), Rich Bernhard (MD), Larry Clow (WA), Willie Brown

(AL), Nicole Pauly (NY), Jim Goodspeed (Ml), Steve Rodriguez (CA), Ben Trotter (OH), Chris Schwarz (IL).

Dhe Churchill Centre's most
ambitious outreach to high
school teachers occurred this
summer, when Professors
James Muller, chairman of the

Centre's Board of Academic Advisors
(University of Alaska, Anchorage) and
Justin Lyons (Ashland University) co-
directed the Summer Institute at the
Ashbrook Center for Public Affairs in
Ashland, Ohio.

American tax dollars funded a
$94,000 grant from the National

Ms. Sigman is The Churchll Centre's educa-
tional outreach coordinator.

Endowment for the Humanities so
teachers could attend this institute free
of charge, and receive a small stipend
as well. The grant covered eight books,
instruction, educational materials,
room, board and transportation. The
Centre hosted a dinner where John
Ramsden spoke on "Churchill's
Postwar Reputation." Other academics
and guest instructors included Allen
Packwood (Director, Churchill
Archives Centre), CC Fellow Steve
Hayward (American Enterprise
Institute) and academic adviser Jeffrey
Wallin (American Academy of Liberal
Education), Peter Schramm (Executive
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Director, Ashbrook Center) and John
Moser (Ashland University).

Teachers represented thirteen
states from California to Virginia,
Texas to Minnesota. They teach histo-
ry, English, government and ethics
from elementary to high school pupils.

We had a schedule of
Churchillian proportions, with
instructional sessions from 9am until
noon, followed by lunch and free time
until tea at 4pm. A final one-hour aca-
demic session preceded dinner. Then
followed the screening of an episode
from the television documentary The
'Wilderness Years (starring Robert Hardy




