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WHY WAS LESLIE SHOT DOWN?
Finest Hour 131 (page 6) mentions

the long-standing myth, raised now by the
UKTV History production "Churchill's
Bodyguard," that actor Leslie Howard was
shot down into the Bay of Biscay in June
1943 "because the Germans thought they
were shooting at Winston Churchill." May
I suggest a more banal but more plausible
reason for the attack on that aircraft?

Another of the passengers in
Howard's plane, also killed, was Wilfred
Israel, the Jewish owner of a large depart-
ment store in prewar Berlin, who happened
to have a British as well as a German pass-
port, and had so escaped from Germany.
He had been in Lisbon, pursuing work to
rescue Jewish children from the Nazis'
clutches. He had long been on the
Gestapo's black list. German secret service
officers watched all departures from Lisbon
airport from the airport cafe, which over-
looked the boarding point. It is not hard to
assume that one of them recognised Israel
and rang up a friend in the Luftwaffe.

M.R.D. FOOT, ROYSTON, ENGLAND

•Professor Foot is an Oxford academ-
ic who wrote the official history of the
Special Operations Executive in France, and
has also written SOE: An Outline History.
He was closely connected with SOE during
the war and has well-placed sources. —PHC

TROUBLE ON THE WEEKEND
Checking some dates has illustrated

something which I have long suspected—
dictators like to cause mischief on the week-
ends. When we mention a date, we do not
normally think of the day of the week—but
aren't these dates interesting?

Saturday, 1 July 1911: the German
gunboat Panther arrives at Agadir.

Saturday, 1 August 1914: Germany
declares war on Russia.

Sunday, 2 August 1914: German
troops cross into France.

Friday, 4 October 1935: Mussolini
invades Abyssinia.

Saturday, 7 March 1936: Hitler occu-
pies the Rhineland.

Friday, 11 March 1938: German
troops cross into Austria.

Friday, 10 March 1939: Hitler
invades Czechoslovakia.

Sunday, 3 September 1939: Outbreak
ofWW2.

Sunday, 7 April 1940: Germany
attacks Norway.

Friday, 10 May 1940: Germany

FINEST HOUR 133/4

attacks Belgium and Holland.
Sunday, 12 May 1940: Germany

invades France.
Sunday, 9 June 1940: Mussolini

declares war on Britain and France.
Sunday, 22 June 1941: Germany

invades Russia.
Sunday, 7 December 1941: Japan

attacks Pearl Harbor, Malaya, Siam and the
Philippines.

Saturday, 28 February 1942: Japanese
forces invade Java.

Coincidental? I think not.
JIM LANCASTER, NORMANDY, FRANCE

POLITICALLY AGITATED
Chartwell Bulletin/Annual Report

#11: McCain, Cleland, Mathews [sic],
Williams and Brokaw. You've truly outdone
yourself this time. Board of Trustees:
Durbin and Mathews [sic]. Kemp must be
a token. Holy cow.

R.E.B., RACINE WISCONSIN

• That does it. We hereby advise our
readers that our patience is exhausted with
political protesters. (The previous Chartwell
Bulletin/Annual Report drew fire from
another of same because it depicted Tom
DeLay and George W Bush. We thought
Senator McCain was one of them, but
apparently he can't win!) We withhold
names to spare them the embarrassment.

Let's get something straight: we don't
care if a leading figure in public life is a
Democrat, Republican, Laborite, Tory, Lib-
Dem, Sosh-Dem or Dem-Bums. If they
communicate cogently an appreciation for
the life and legacy of Winston Churchill
that inspires others, they're welcome regard-
less of their politics, although our connec-
tion to the more strident of them may be
indicated by a dotted not a solid line.

If our roll of Churchillians is more
important to you than Winston Churchill,
by all means resign. Incidentally, we have
observed after personal meetings that some
of the figures reputed to be "extreme" are
perfectly rational when you meet them in
person. Daggers-drawn politics, which is
presently, and sadly, the norm in the Great
Democracies he loved, has replaced the col-
legiality of Churchill's time: largely because,
I suspect, of a 24/7, flame-fanning media,
which rushes up with microphones to blow
up differences and put the most extreme
gloss on every out-of-context quotation—
then they have the nerve to whine about
dirty politics and below-the-belt political
campaigning. Holy cow! — RML Mi



PRESIDENT'S LETTER

THE CENTRE
hose of us who feel we carry the burdens of The Churchill Centre on
our shoulders understand clearly that we don't do it alone. Our spouses
share those burdens (and our joys) as well. Each spouse is an integral
part of a team and collectively these teams are the organizational back-
bone of the Centre. Unfortunately, however, our spouses are rarely

mentioned in our communications and publications and even more rarely are
their contributions acknowledged. Yet our husbands and wives have played a vital
role in whatever progress The Centre may have made and in whatever successes it may have achieved.

A few specific examples come to mind. While I am sure many more exist, I regret that I have not had the privilege
of observing them. Yet, I hereby gratefully acknowledge the spouses of other Governors, past and present, and their signifi-
cant contributions to The Churchill Centre.

Whose registration at the Centre's annual international conferences has not been graciously and efficiently handled
by Ruth Plumpton or Molly Frost or Linda Platt or Barbara Langworth or Lorraine Horn or Dorothy Hebb or Susan Larson
or Virginia Ives and others? Their warmly welcoming demeanor and accommodating attitude has greeted many registrants
over the years.

Governor and trustee Marcus Frost, deeply involved in a very successful construction business, relies heavily on
Molly for support in his increasingly active Churchill Centre involvement. The best evidence of this is Marcus' email address,
MollyFrost@nctv.com. To talk to Marcus about Churchill, contact Molly.

It is unusual to find the chairman of the Centre's academic advisers, Jim Muller, at meetings without Judith at his
side rendering assistance to one and all, along with daughter, Helen, who, while not yet a spouse, promises to favor a
Churchillian when that inevitable selection is made.

Barbara Langworth's years of contributions to the Centre are many and varied. She is not executive editor of Finest
Hour for nothing. A Blenheim Award recipient, Barbara has been at the center of planning and conducting Churchill Centre
tours and three international conferences. She transcribes much of what appears in our biennial compilation of papers and
speeches, Churchill Proceedings; and on top of all this, she does the many things necessary to keep Richard on his toes.

The late Chuck Platt quietly paid tribute to Linda and her organizational skills when they recently founded the
Centre's new chapter in Denver. Chuck said he made a couple of telephone calls, turned the rest over to Linda and quickly
got out of the way, thus insuring (he said) that the "Rocky Mountain Churchillians" would get off to a promising start. And
it did.

Jerry Kambestad has been a staunch supporter of the Centre, and Judy's intense involvement in it, from the very
beginning. He was a founder of and headed our Southern California Chapter, provided timely and useful suggestions to the
Centre's staff, attended and supported many functions, spotted the omission of a commemorative plaque on the villa
Churchill occupied at Potsdam (since rectified through his generosity), contributed to Centre publications and provided your
president with insightful advice on more than one delicate issue.

Solveig Barber graciously sang appropriate national anthems at many of the Centre's recent conferences. Her beauti-
ful renditions have been enthusiastically received and deservedly so. And at the Centre's 2005 conference, she read, in full
World War II uniform, on-the-spot observations of the first Quebec Conference in 1943.

Susan Larson has worked hand in glove with Phil in reorganizing and reenergizing the Centre's Chicago Chapter.
Together they have toured the Chicago area giving popular programs on Churchill. Further, they organized and energetically
served as cochairmen of the wonderful international conference in Chicago, and made presentations to the attendees.

Dorothy Hebb, while relatively new to the Centre, has been of great assistance to Christopher in his duties as a
Centre governor and treasurer, and as chairman of the Centre's 2007 International Churchill Conference in Vancouver. As
President of the Rt. Hon. Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of Vancouver, Christopher relies heavily on Dorothy's organiza-
tional skills, and will do so for the 2007 Conference.

Virginia Ives: for me, indispensable.
Additionally, I am certain that the valuable and quietly consistent support of their governor and trustee spouses by

Dan Sigman, Angela Knocker, Sara Courtenay, Lucille Thomas, Ruth Geller, Jane Banta and
Barbara Garrison has helped immeasurably to keep their spouses in balance and on course.
Although difficult to quantify, their contributions are many, are significant, and are sincerely
appreciated.
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DATELINES
COVER: THE HERNANDEZ BUST
LONDON, NOVEMBER 29TH, 2005— A remarkably
fine bronze bust was unveiled by the present
Winston Churchill at the Royal College of
Defence Studies in London. The sculptress is
Margarita Hernandez, a Colombian
who spends half of each year in
London. It measures 17x60x70 cm,
weighs 85 kilos and stands promi-
nently in the College's entrance hall.
Colombian Ambassador Alfonso Lopez
attended the ceremonies.

The bust was specially commis-
sioned by the Royal College, which
owes its origins to the recommenda-
tion of a Cabinet committee in 1922,
presided over by Churchill, who was
then Secretary of State for the
Colonies. It was established in 1927 as
the Imperial Defence College, adopt-
ing its current title in 1970. The
College runs year-long courses for
senior service officers, diplomatists and
other government officials. Members
of the 2005 course came from forty-
one different countries.

Readers note: A second, identical
bust has been produced by Ms.
Hernandez and is available. Interested
parties may contact her directly in
England at (+44) 7771636901, or by
email to artmargfon@hotmail.com.

Quotation of the Season

f our policy should end in mocking
disaster...our unfortunate experience
would be trumpeted forth all over the world
wherever despotism wanted a good argu-

ment for bayonets, whenever an arbitrary
Government wished to deny or curtail the liberties
of imprisoned nationalities."

—WSC, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 17 DECEMBER 1906

PRIX TOCQUEVILLE TO
COLIN POWELL ON SIR
WINSTON'S BIRTHDAY
CHATEAU TOCQUEVILLE, FRANCE, NOVEMBER

30TH— James Lancaster, Finest Hours
French-based senior editor and a
prolific contributor to our new educa-
tional website, DiscoverChurchill,
attended the Prix Tocqueville cere-
monies for Churchill Centre honorary
member, Secretary Colin Powell, on
Sir Winston Churchill's birthday
today. Mr. Lancaster, a translator and
interpreter for the Association Alexis
de Tocqueville, was invited by Mme.
Heinis, a nine-year member of the
French Senate, to the prize giving here
just four miles from where he lives.

James told Mme. Heinis about
Secretary Powell's long-standing admi-
ration for Winston Churchill, and that
the choice of date could not be more
propitious. She was excited to learn
this, and mentioned it in her opening
speech, which James translated. Many

distinguished figures
attended from Paris,
including the former
French President Giscard
d'Estaing, along with
quite a few English
Tocqueville scholars. The
strong American contin-
gent sprang from the
American winner and
the fact that Tocqueville
has for long been part of
the American education-
al curriculum. There
were quite a few
Tocqueville scholars
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from England,
and our old
friend,
Christian Pol-
Roger, of
Champagne
Pol Roger in
Epernay, gen-
erously donat-
ed many mag-
nums to the
reception.

Favorite Quotation
In 1992, then-General Powell

asked The Churchill Centre to track
his favorite Churchillian statement.
In one of the finest pieces of writing
about war, Churchill is describing the
Agadir Crisis of 1911, when
Germany and France almost went
into battle. The Admiralty had sent a
warning message to the fleet follow-
ing Lloyd George's belligerent
Mansion House speech, assuring the
Germans that Britain would fight
with France:

"So now the Admiralty wireless
whispers through the ether to the tall
masts of ships, and captains pace
their decks absorbed in thought. It is
nothing. It is less than nothing. It is
too foolish, too fantastic to be
thought of in the twentieth century.
Or is it fire and murder leaping out
of the darkness at our throats, torpe-
does ripping the bellies of half-awak-
ened ships, a sunrise on a vanished
naval supremacy, and an island well-
guarded hitherto, at last defenceless?
No, it is nothing. No one would do
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such things. Civilization has climbed
above such perils. The interdepen-
dence of nations in trade and traffic,
the sense of public law, the Hague
Convention, Liberal principles, the
Labour Party, high finance, Christian
charity, common sense have rendered
such nightmares impossible. Are you
quite sure? It would be a pity to be
wrong. Such a mistake could only be
made once—once for all."

—THE WORLD CRISIS I, 48-49

WHO REALLY WON
THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN?
LONDON, AUGUST 25TH— If a prime aim
of historical revisionism is to create a
rumpus, then three academics at the
Joint Service Command & Staff
College have succeeded in spades with
their claim in History Today that it was
the Royal Navy which prevented
Hitler invading Britain in 1940, not
the pilots of the Royal Air Force.

The revisionists argue that such
was the might of the Home Fleet that
a German seaborne invasion would
never have reached British shores, and
that the aerial battle that blazing sum-
mer was little short of irrelevant.

This particular piece of reinter-
pretation is hardly new. It has been
knocking around since the 1950s. But
its ability to stir deep passions remains
undimmed. In reality, the Battle of
Britain saw the first defeat for Hitler's
war machine and in the process gave
Britain a priceless morale boost after
the humiliation of Dunkirk.

It also helped swing American
opinion behind the British cause,
thanks in no small part to the ines-
timable war reporting from London of
Edward R. Murrow. This was a heroic
defensive victory and was to be
Britain's last taste of glory until the
offensive victory at El Alamein in 1942,
which finally started to turn the tide of
the war. It is also worth noting that
the revisionist claim of naval impreg-
nability hardly sits comfortably with
what happened at the Battle of Crete
in 1941, when the Royal Navy was cut
to pieces by the Luftwaffe.

There are usually sound histori-
cal reasons why the great events in the
national story are remembered, and
that is as true of the Battle of Britain
as it is of the defeat of the Armada and
the victories at Trafalgar and Waterloo.
It is on such battles that history pivots.
Winston Churchill understood this
well enough—and also knew the vital
importance of demonstrating to the
world that a country could not be
bombed into submission.

That is why his tribute to "The
Few" when the battle was won remains
so poignant. The Royal Navy might
have defeated a German invasion. That
is conjecture. The Royal Air Force did
defeat a German invasion. That is fact.

—Daily Telegraph

HAIG RESCUES HAIG
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 10TH— George, the

second Earl
Haig, is waging
an admirable
filial battle to
defend the rep-
utation of his
father, the Field
Marshal who
sentenced 306
British soldiers
to be "shot at
dawn" for cow-
ardice in
World War I—

an act now disavowed by the British
government, which is granting posthu-
mous pardons to the executed. Haig
has also been condemned by many his-
torians for squandering lives in futile
"over the top" campaigns to take a few
yards of trenches in Flanders. Aged 88,
the son remembers and reveres his
father as a "compassionate man," for
whom every death warrant caused
"agonies of doubt." He particularly
disapproves of Winston Churchill's
reports in The World Crisis 1916-1918
(1927) of Haig's role in the battle of
Passchendaele, during which 448,000
allied soldiers were killed or wounded.

After Churchill's book appeared,
WSC was invited by Haig to tea. His
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son reports: "I was perched between
my father and Sir Noel Birch and the
atmosphere positively crackled with
fury. I thought the car was going to
explode. I distinctly remember my
father saying that Winston did not
understand what had happened or
why the battle had to be fought. [But]
my father welcomed Churchill as a
friend and behaved as a warm host
should."

Perhaps Earl Haig is unfamiliar
with what WSC wrote of his father in
Nash's Pall Mali m 1928 (reprinted in
Great Contemporaries, 1937): "If there
are some who would question Haig's
right to rank with Wellington in
British military annals, there are none
who will deny that his character and
conduct as soldier and subject will
long serve as an example to all."

YALE'S QUOTATIONS
CAMBRIDGE, OCTOBER 1ST—The newly

published Yale Book of Quotations is
the first major quotation book to
emphasize modern sources, to use
state-of-the-art computer-assisted
research methods, and to trace quota-
tions to their accurate origins. There is
a good section of Churchill quota-
tions, including new discoveries as to
the earliest evidence for quotations by
Churchill or attributed to Churchill.
More information about the book is at
www.quotationdictionary.com or at
www.amazon.com.

SIR MARTIN HEADS WEST
LONDON, ONTARIO, SEPTEMBER 1ST—The

University of Western Ontario has
scored a coup in attracting Churchill's
official biographer Sir Martin Gilbert
to join its faculty for a five-year term.

Sir Martin regularly commutes
from his home in big London
(England) to his wife's home in little
London (Ontario). Perhaps his stays
here will last a bit longer now that he
has been lured to one of Canada's top
universities as an adjunct research pro-
fessor. Gilbert wanted to return to lec-
turing after being absent from the
classroom for almost four decades. »
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SIR MARTIN HEADS WEST...
Word of Sir Martin's regular trips to
visit his wife, Esther, a writer, had
reached Western officials. They acted
on the opportunity. "It was fortuitous.
But fortuitous in the best possible
way," said Ben Forster, chairman of the
university's history department.

Sir Martin's appointment comes
at a time when Canadian universities
are looking to bolster their reputation
on the world stage, and reflects their
success in attracting high-profile schol-
ars. Gilbert will be hosting lectures,
continuing his research on Jewish and
Arab history, and will keep his office
door open to students who want
advice or are interested in Churchill
and 20th century history. "It was
thought that as I'm around it would be
good to have a relationship with the
students," he said from his London
(Ontario) home. "It seems silly for
somebody who likes to teach not to be
able to teach. Teaching is something I
used to do and I miss it," he said. "It
will be very good to be in teaching
again. The time has come, I think, to
repay Canada for having been such a
wonderful host to me all those years
ago when I was a little boy of 3 1/2

years old," he said. (Gilbert was evacu-
ated to Canada as a child, and wrote a
book about it.)

The Churchill Centre warmly
congratulates Sir Martin and Lady
Gilbert on this appointment and wel-
comes their more regular presence in
North America.

GELLER TO PRESIDENT'S
UNICEF COUNCIL
CHICAGO, OCTOBER 23RD— Church i l l

Centre co-chairman of Trustees, busi-
ness leader and philanthropist
Laurence S. Geller has joined the
President's Council of the Midwest
Region of the U.S. Fund for the
United Nations International
Children's Emergency Fund. (Mr.
Geller was keynote speaker at the
recent Chicago Churchill conference;
see page 22.)

"We are thrilled to welcome
Laurence Geller to the President's
Council," said Vince Hemmer,
President of the Midwest Board of
Directors. "His leadership skills and
his commitment to children are
tremendous assets to us as we imple-
ment UNICEF's Child Survival initia-
tive." As a member of the President's

Catching the Train
:; SWANAGE, DORSET,

AUGUST 31ST—A
fundraising effort was
launched yesterday to
save the railway carriage

r, ' * - * * * <f-.'*\ that held Sir Winston
• */?. if I ' ••' Churchill's body in his

funeral train.
The former Southern

Railways luggage van con-
verted for the occasion in
1965 is languishing in a
mock English station on a

golf course in the U.S. Its owners WERE planning to break up the carriage
but will donate it to Britain as long as someone pays the £40,000 needed to
bring it from Los Angeles to the UK. The Swanage Railway Trust, Dorset, is
leading the campaign. The carriage was taken to the U.S. by a Churchill
enthusiast and moved to the golf course after his death. See "The Funeral
Coach," Finest Hour 129:6. Ivan Godfrey is the Railway Trust's principal in
this effort, and anyone interested may contact him: gren97@yahoo.co.uk.

Council, Mr. Geller will support
strategies to raise awareness in Chicago
of UNICEF's mission to promote the
survival, protection, and development
of children throughout the world. In
addition, he will serve as Honorary
Chair of the Designs of Hope Gala,
scheduled for 20 May 2007 at the
Intercontinental Hotel in Chicago.

SIR WINSTON '96
BROOMHALL, FIFE, SCOT-

LAND, SEPTEMBER 5TH—

Wine writer William
Lyons pronounced
Pol Roger
Champagne's Cuvee
Sir Winston
Churchill 1996 (r),
tenth in the series, as
possessing "the full-
flavoured style
Churchill preferred,"
and reviewed the pre-
vious Churchill cuvees
at a tasting here. "The
'88 was undoubtedly
the star of the show,
possessing a wonderful intense,
Mersault-style flavour. The '90 had
lost its primary fruits and matured
into a complex, nutty, honeyed wine
with a gentle , sloping finish. Pol
Roger has some of the deepest cellars
in Epernay, which slows down the
secondary fermentation, giving the
champagne smaller bubbles. This,
coupled with the robust style, means
that PR wines will outlive many of
their counterparts.... the '93, '95 and
'96 are all remarkably young and will
go on drinking for another fifty years
at least."

Lyons also offers encouragement
for those of more modest means: "For
all the strong character and robustness
Pol Roger achieve in their vintage
blends it is the lightness and elegance
they achieve in their non-vintage
"White Foil" (above) that really
excites. The Brut Reserve possesses a
wonderful creamy mousse, has small
compact bubbles and a light, crisp
finish. It is the sort of champagne you
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can serve before dinner without over-
whelming your palate; we drank it
with scallops and it married well."

Pol Roger is still in family
hands—devoted Churchillians all—a
relevant factor in its consistent quality.
Because the family makes the final
choice every year, the style is passed on
continually.

RIGHT ON THEIR DOOR
LONG SUTTON, HAMPSHIRE— Walter Kahn
wrote The Times that in 1954 he
moved into the second-floor flat at 33
Eccleston Square, Churchill's home
from 1909 to 1919 and the birthplace
of Randolph Churchill. (His landlady
was none other than the widow of
Charles Lightoller, the only surviving
officer of RMS Titanic) "The Trades
Union Congress moved into number
32 next door in 1918," Kahn writes.
"A London cabbie, who often took
WSC home 'after a good night out
with friends,' told me that Churchill
took his dog for a walk on most nights
and trained him to relieve himself on
the TUC front door. If only buildings
could talk."

A WORTHY PANEGYRIC
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES, 27 FEBRUARY

1927: One could not read the last para-
graphs of Mr Winston Churchill's
accounts of the Somme Battles, as
given in [your serialization, Mr.
Churchill's Book] without rejoicing that
Kitchener's Army has at last received a
worthy panegyric. Personally I have
long recognized that Winston
Churchill had the finest prose style of
any contemporary, and it is indeed a
splendid thing that he should use it to
do that which seemed
impossible—namely,
to give an adequate t

appreciation of
that glorious
Army of patriotic
volunteers who
gave themselves so
ungrudgingly to their^
country's service.

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE »

\

LOCAL
CONTACTS

(affiliates in bold face)

Local Affairs Coordinator:
Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net)

2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 378-8389; fax (770) 565-5925

Deputy Coordinator:
Paul Courtenay (ndege@tiscali.co.uk)

Park Lane Lodge, Quarley, Andover, Hants.
SP11 8QB UK; tel. (01264) 889627

Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of Alaska
Judith & Jim Muller (afjwm@uaa.alaska.edu)

2410 Galewood St., Anchorage AK 99508
tel. (907) 786-4740; fax (907) 786-4647

Churchill Centre Arizona
Larry Pike (lvpike@CharrweIlgrp.com)

4927 E. Crestview Dr., Paradise Valley AZ 85253
bus. tel. (602) 445-7719; cell (602) 622-0566

California: Churchillians of the Desert
David Ramsay (rambo85@aol.com)

74857 S. Cove Drive, Indian Wells CA 92210
tel. (760) 837-1095

Churchillians by the Bay
Richard Mastio (rcmastio@earthlink.net)

2996 Franciscan Way, Carmel CA 93923-9216
tel. (831) 625-6164

Churchillians of Southern California
Leon J. Waszak (leonwaszak@aol.com)

235 South Ave. #66, Los Angeles CA 90042
tel. (323) 257-9279; bus. tel. (818) 240-1000 x5844

Churchill Friends of Greater Chicago
Phil & Susan Larson (parker-fox@msn.com)

22 Scottdale Road, LaGrange IL 60526
tel. (708) 352-6825

Colorado: Rocky Mountain Churchllians
Lew House, President (Ihouse2cti@earthlink.net)
20304 Eisenhower Drive, Louisville CO 80027

tel. (303) 661-9856; fax (303) 661-0589

England: ICS (UK) Woodford/Epping Branch
Tony Woodhead, Old Orchard, 32 Albion Hill

Loughton, Essex 1G10 4RD; tel. (0208) 508-4562

England: ICS (UK) Northern Branch
Derek Greenwell, "Farriers Cottage"

Station Road, Goldsborough
Knaresborough, North Yorkshire HG5 8NT

tel. (01432) 863225

Churchill Centre North Florida
Richard Streiff (streifFr@bellsouth.net)

81 N.W. 44th Street, Gainesville FL 32607
tel. (352) 378-8985

Winston Churchill Society of Georgia
Gary Garrison (ccsgary@bellsouth.net);

2364 Beechwood Drive, Marietta GA 30062
tel. (770) 378-8389; fax (770) 565-5925

Winston Churchill Society of Michigan:
Michael P. Malley (Michael@malleylaw.com)

3135 South State St., Ste. 203, Ann Arbor MI 48108
tel. (734) 996-1083; fax (734) 327-2973

Churchill Round Table of Nebraska
John Meeks (jmeeks@wrldhstry.com)

7720 Howard Street #3, Omaha NE 68114
tel. (402) 968-2773

New England Churchillians
Joseph L. Hern (jhern@fhmboston.com)

340 Beale Street, Quincy MA 02170
tel. (617) 773-1907; bus. tel. (617) 248-1919

Churchill Society of New Orleans
Edward F. Martin (tmartin@joneswalker.com)
2328 Coliseum St., New Orleans LA 70130

tel. (504) 582-8152

Churchill Society of Greater New York City
Peggy Hatton (peggy.hatton@suny.edu)

33 West 42nd St., 12th floor, New York NY 10036
tel. (212) 221-8688

North Carolina Churchillians
A. Wendell Musser MD (amusser@nc.rr.com)

1214 Champions Pointe Drive
Durham NC 27712; tel. (919) 593-0804

Churchill Centre Northern Ohio
Michael McMenamin (mtm@walterhav.com)

1301 East 9th St. #3500, Cleveland OH 44114
tel. (216) 781-1212

Churchill Society of Philadelphia
Bernard Wojciechowski

(bwojciechowski@borough.ambler.pa.us)
1966 Lafayette Rd., Lansdale PA 19446, teL (323-661-9856

Washington Society for Churchill
Dr. John H. Mather, Pres. (Johnmather@aol.com)

PO Box 73, Vienna, VA 22182-0073
tel. (240) 353-6782

North Texas: Emery Reves Churchillians
JefF Weesner (jweesner@centurytel.net)

2101 Knoll Ridge Court, Corinth TX 76210
tel. (940) 321-0757; cell (940) 300-6237

Churchill Centre South Texas
James T. Slattery (slattery@fed-med.com)

2803 Red River Creek
San Antonio TX 78259-3542

cell (210) 601-2143; fax (210) 497-0904

Tennessee: Vanderbilt Univ. Young Churchill Club Prof.
John English (john.h.english@vanderbilt.edu)

Box 1616, Station B, Vanderbilt University,
Nashville TN 37235

THE RT HON SIR WINSTON S. CHURCHILL
SOCIETY, CANADA

Calgary: Dr. Francis LeBlanc, Pres. (neuron@telus.new)
126 Pinetree Dr. SW, Calgary AB T3Z 3K4

tel. (403) 685-5836; fax (403) 217-5632

Edmonton: Dr. Edward Hutson, Pres.
(jehutson@shaw.ca)

98 Rehwinkel Road, Edmonton AB T6R 1Z8
tel. (780) 430-7178

British Columbia: Christopher Hebb, Pres.
(cavell_capital@tel us.net)

1806-1111 W. Georgia Street, Vancouver BC
V6E 4M3; tel. (604) 209-6400

Vancouver Island: Victor Burstall, Pres.
(burst@shaw.ca) P. O. Box 2114, Sidney

BC V8L 3S6; tel. (250) 727-7345
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CHURCHfLLlANA
FUTURES RISING
LONDON, MARCH 26TH— Churchill memo-
rabilia is a collector's paradise. Even
insignificant items, such as a letter
apologizing for not making a supper
appointment and signed "W," can
fetch £4000. A pair of his mono-
grammed blue velvet slippers was bid
to £6325 eight years ago. Auction
houses have seen a doubling in value
for Churchilliana in the past decade:
In 1998, Sotheby's sold one of his side
arms for more than £17,000. Four
years later another of his revolvers
fetched £32,000.

An engraved silver snuff box
given by Sir Winston to William
Brimson, head doorkeeper of the
House of Commons, in 1941 to
replace the one he lost when the cham-
ber was bombed in May 1941, was
sold at Sotheby's for £14,400. Mr.
Brimson retired in 1943 and died aged
80 in 1958.

A complete set of Churchill
books could, at a pinch, be bought for
about £1000 in 1990. Now you would
be hard pushed to see change from
£3000, and that's not even for first
editions. On eBay, a rare four-volume
edition of The Collected Essays attracted
sixteen bids and went for £746.

The normal precautions apply:
mint copies are far more valuable than
dog-eared examples. It is worth avoid-
ing copies that have been leatherbound
by the owner—original bindings are
always far more attractive to collectors.
The most valuable are first editions of
the vanity-published Mr Brodrick's
Army and For Free Trade: a 1903 copy
of Brodrick's was sold for £50,000.

And then there are the paintings.
In 1998, Lord Harris of Peckham paid
a record £150,000 at Christies for
Churchill's painting of the Duke of
Westminster's house in the south of
France. It had been bought in 1965 by
an American collector for £9500.

—ELIZABETH DAY, SUNDAY TELEGRAPH

CHARLES GOES RETRO
LONDON, JUNE nTH— HRH Prince

Charles, who has usually reached out
to futuristic solutions, has set up the
Prince's Cambridge Programme For
Teaching, to promote traditional
methods of teaching English and his-
tory in state schools. "For all sorts of
well meaning reasons," he says, "teach-
ing has omitted to pass on to the next
generation not only our deep knowl-
edge of literature and history, but also
the value of education." Charles is
right, says William Rees-Mogg in The
Mail on Sunday: "A nation that loses
its culture suffers an irreparable loss.
British culture reflects the develop-
ment of our independent, tolerant and
liberal society. History and literature
need to be well taught; they deserve to
be enjoyed."

DODONA MANOR
LEESBURG, VIRGINIA, OCTOBER 23RD—

General George C. Marshall, U.S.
Army Chief of Staff during World War
II, made Dodona, 35 miles west of
Washington, his home from 1941
until his death in 1959. Lived in by
his step-daughter after his death, the
Leesburg house had declined to wrack
and ruin by the 1980s. Several years
ago, a local group took the place up
and began a painstaking renovation of
home and grounds. Saved from
destruction and likely redevelopment
in fast-growing Leesburg, it is open on
weekends for informative guided
tours—and briefly, a Churchill treat.

From October to December, an
upstairs room housed an exhibition,

WANTED;
ASSISTANT EDITOR

No one lives forever, and it is
time to begin thinking about the
future of Finest Hour, the Chartwell
Bulletin, and the other publica-
tions we love so well. We seek
someone with a driving interest
(encyclopedic knowledge is not
required) in the entire Churchill
saga (not just WW2), the wisdom
he offers, balanced understanding
that he was not infallible, and the
joy of communicating his words
and deeds to future generations

An assistant editor should be
a good wordsmith (though we
have wonderful proofreaders who
often save us from ourselves),
familiar with desktop publishing
applications. (Ours is Quark
Express.) We seek a proven ability
to meet deadlines (often one a
month), and a long-term commit-
ment. These are the essentials. This
is a paid position, and the pay will
increase as the assistant does more.
We do not anticipate any sudden
changes, rather a gradual drift
toward new hands who will carry
on for a long time. Thus, appli-
cants should be in their fifties or
younger! Contact the editor,
(richard@langworth.name) or toll-
free at (888) 454-2275. References
and resumes are requested. $

DODONA MANOR is now the George C.
Marshall International Center. Though

open to the public and externally
restored, interior renovations are still

going on. When complete it will be a liv-
ing memorial to the house and grounds

General Marshall loved.

"With Affection and Admiration: The
Letters of George C. Marshall and
Winston S. Churchill." With the
cooperation of the Churchill Archives
Centre at Cambridge University, full-
size color reproductions of some two-
dozen (often hand-written) letters were
displayed along with photos of the
two men, and often other leaders
(especially Sir John Dill, and General
Eisenhower). Several relevant books
were also displayed, including volumes
of The Second World War with pages
open to show Churchill's references to
Marshall. The letters and photos on
display dated from the war years and
into the 1950s when Churchill was
again in power and Marshall was in >>
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retirement. Hanging over the fireplace
for part of the exhibit period was
Churchill's 1951 "View of Tinerhir,"
painted while on a visit to Morocco.
Given by Churchill to the Marshalls in
1953, it was owned by Mrs. Marshall's
granddaughter, but was recently sold at
auction for about £350,000.

HILLSDALE TO REPRINT
OFFICIAL BIOGRAPHY!
HILLSDALE, MICHIGAN, NOVEMBER 1ST—

Hillsdale College Press
announces the com-
plete reprint of
Winston S. Churchill
by Randolph
Churchill and Sir
Martin Gilbert: all
eight biographic vol-
umes, hardbound
with paperbacks to
follow; all document

volumes, including the as-yet unpub-
lished ones to complete the set. Each
biographic volume will have a new
introduction by Sir Martin.

The schedule for biographic
(BV) and document (DV) volumes:
BV1 and DV1 (2 parts), Nov 2006
BV2 and DV2 (3 parts), May 2007
BV3 and DV3 (2 parts), Nov 2007
BV4 and DV4 (3 parts), May 2008
BV5 and DV5 (3 parts), Nov 2008
BV6 and DV6 (3 parts), May 2009
BV7 and DV7 (1942), Nov 2009
DV7 (1943, 1944, Jan-Jul 45), 2010
BV8 and DV8 (3 parts), 2011

Paperback editions of each main
volume will be published six months
after the hardback.

Readers may order the volumes
individually, get reduced prices by sub-
scribing to the eight biographic vol-
umes alone, or even greater reductions
by subscribing to the full set. Volume I
was published in November at $45
(biography subscribers $36, full sub-
scribers $31.50), along with the first
two document volumes ($70, full sub-
scribers $49). For an order blank or
information please contact Hillsdale
College Press (fax 517-607-2658),
www.hillsdale.edu. $

AROUND & ABOUT
ongratulations to Churchill Centre academic
'adviser and frequent speaker Dr. David

Jablonsky on his forthcoming book, War by Land, Sea
and Air: Dwight Eisenhower and the Concept of Unified Commands
(Free Press), which undoubtedly will have many wise observations on
Winston Churchill.

* * *
anielle Lloyd, the reigning Miss Great Britain and girlfriend of soc-
cer player Teddy Sheringham, was prepped by her boyfriend for an

appearance on the BBC television show, "Test the Nation." Sheringham
asked her, "Who was Winston Churchill: a rapper, U.S. President, Prime
Minister, or King?" Replied Lloyd, "Wasn't he the first black president of
America? There's a statue of him near me that's black."

* * *
bjecting to opposition reaction to George Bush's speech on the fifth

-anniversary of 9/11, columnist Tony Blankly created a fictional
response to Churchill's "Finest Hour" speech in June 1940, which may
amuse cynics who wonder if the Western Allies today could win World
War II. (Churchill said, "...if we fail, then the whole world, including the
United States, including all that we have known and cared for, will sink
into the abyss of a new Dark Age....Let us therefore brace ourselves to
our duties and so bear ourselves that, if the British Empire and its
Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, "This was
their finest hour.'"

Blankly's fictional responder says: "Now that's just fear-monger-
ing, plain and simple. He's trying to scare the public into supporting his
failed policies. Oh, there may be a few men around Hitler who are a little
rough. But sinking into the abyss of a new Dark Age? Winston needs a
new speechwriter. And while he's about it, he can just drop that Christian
civilization business. There is no excuse to insult the several non-
Christians in England. That's just Churchill politically playing to his rural,
religious base. And, by the way, the last time I saw Winston on his
knees, he wasn't praying. He was looking for a dropped corkscrew. At
this solemn hour, I just felt that Churchill's brazen political stunt of a
speech needed a dignified response."

Yes, that sounds very much like the politics of the present.

Churchill can be quoted to prove any side of any argument, as one
John Elliott of Bishopton, England proved in the letters column of

Britain's The Herald. Bush, he writes, who proclaims himself a
Churchillian, "has even gone as far as borrowing a bronze bust of the
great man to adorn the Oval Office....In 1939, Churchill described Magna
Carta, Habeas Corpus and the Petition of Right as being 'the indispens-
able foundations of freedom and civilisation.' Without them, he went on
to state, the individual would be 'at the mercy of officials and liable to be
spied upon even in his own home.' On another occasion, Churchill stat-
ed that the manner in which a society treats its prisoners is the measure
of how civilised it really is. Perhaps the time has come for our ambas-
sador in Washington to go the Oval Office and ask for our bust back."
We report, you decide! i
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UK & CANADA NEWS

Study Pack for British Schools;
ICS Canada Posts New Website
ICS (UK) is planning a comprehensive study pack for British
schools addressing a wide variety of Churchill subjects; ICS
Canada has a new website: www.winstonchurchillcanada.com.

ICS (United Kingdom)

Sir Winston
Churchill's birthday

reception will have
passed by the time this
issue of Finest Hour is

published; in the next issue we shall be
able to report on Sir Martin Gilbert's
talk on "Churchill's Birthdays" and
Professor M.R.D. Foot's remarks on
the Special Operations Executive.

Annual General Meeting in
2007 will take place on Saturday 21st
April; the venue is the Imperial War
Museum at Duxford (near
Cambridge). This spectacular out-
station of the main London museum
contains the American Air Museum,
among many other attractions.

STUDY PACK FOR SCHOOLS
Finest Hour Deputy Editor

Robert Courts is devoting much time
and effort to devising a learning pack-
age for schools. This ambitious project
aims to assemble a large number of
writings by and about Winston
Churchill, which will be collated in a
pack and made available to schools;
teachers will be able to draw on the
document for sources.

The subjects include Why
Churchill?, Churchill's Oratory,
Churchill the Man, Churchill and
War, Churchill at Home, Churchill
Alone (1930s) and Churchill Today.
Each of these headings denotes up to a
dozen extracts from books, articles,
speeches, etc., so that, taken together,
a comprehensive coverage of many
facets of WSC's life will be conveniently
available to teachers and students.

26TH INTERNATIONAL
CHURCHILL CONFERENCE

Preliminary work has begun on
the 2009 International Churchill
Conference, which is scheduled for the
UK, Ireland having been considered
but found unsuitable as a venue. There
are less than three years to go—no
time at all if past experience is a reli-
able guide. Firm dates and venue have
not yet been decided. If you have
thoughts to contribute, please contact
our chairman, Nigel Knocker or Paul
Courtenay (contacts on page 2).

ICS, Canada

T,"'hirty-five
members

and guests of
the International

Churchill Society of
Canada attended "An Evening With
Sir Winston" at the historic Albany
Club, Toronto on October 30th.
President Randy Barber opened the
event with a report on the recent
Churchill Centre Conference in
Chicago, with positive comments on
the programme and the speakers; and
he gave a "plug" for next year's confer-
ence in Vancouver.

Randy also formally advised that
the ICS Canada web site, www.win-
stonchurchillcanada.com, was now in
place, although there was some "tweak-
ing" to be done.

ICS Canada Director Peter Allen
spoke on "Churchill as Peacemaker,"
focusing on Churchill's role in the
granting of self government to the
Transvaal; his efforts before 1914 to
dissuade the Kaiser and the German
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government from aggressive arma-
ments increases which would
inevitably lead to war; his major role
in the formation of the Irish Free State
(and Michael Collins' famous remark,
"Tell Winston we could have done
nothing without him"); his attempts in
the 1930s to convince the British gov-
ernment that the only way to avert war
was to stand up to Hitler; and his
1946 "Iron Curtain" speech warning
of the threat of Soviet expansionism in
Europe.

Director Barry Montague
handed out a twenty five-question quiz
which he had taken from past issues of
Finest Hour, which proved highly chal-
lenging even to the experts in the audi-
ence. The final part of the event was
the presentation of Part 3, "The
Beginning of the End," of Sir Martin
Gilbert's Churchill documentary as
broadcast by the BBC. M>

CHURCHILL ON ENGLAND
"There are a few things I will

venture to mention about England.
They are spoken in no invidious
sense. Here it would hardly occur to
anyone that the banks would close
their doors against their depositors.
Here no one questions the fairness of
the courts of law and justice. Here
no one thinks of persecuting a man
on account of his religion or his race.
Here everyone, except the criminals,
looks on the policeman as a friend
and servant of the public. Here we
provide for poverty and misfortune
with more compassion, in spite of all
our burdens, than any other country.
Here we can assert the rights of the
citizen against the State, or criticize
the Government of the day, without
failing in our duty to the Crown or
in our loyalty to the King."

—24 April 1933



'The Magic of Averages
WE HAD NO IDEA how frequently and
consistently Churchill used this phrase...

am preparing a talk in which I
will quote from Churchill's
famous speech of 21 March
1943 proposing a 'Four Years'
Plan' {Onwards to Victory, 39):

'Here is a real opportunity for what I
once called "bringing the magic of
averages to the rescue of the millions."'
Do you know when he first spoke of
'the magic of averages?"'

—ANTOINE CAPET FRHistS
HEAD OF BRITISH STUDIES

UNIVERSITY OF ROUEN, FRANCE

As you suspected, this was a reit-
eration. The Boston Evening Globe of
10 March 1932 (p8) contains an inter-
view: WINSTON CHURCHILL HERE
TO LECTURE. In the body of the arti-
cle is a subheadline, "Principle of
Magic of Averages." The paper reports
his remarks:

"In the main, these relief mea-
sures are supported by insurance con-
tributions of the unemployed, of the
employers, and of the State. I have
before described them as, in principle,
the application of the magic of aver-
ages to the rescue of millions."

This was corroborated in the
Boston Evening Transcript the same day.

—JOE HERN, BOSTON

Churchill's retreading of favorite
phrases or quotations, the product of a
photographic memory, occurs over and
over again. A prime example is his
1930 autobiography subtitle (and U.S.
title), A Roving Commission: the title of
his first chapter title in Ian Hamilton's
March, published thirty years earlier—
and the phrase itself originated as title
of a Henty novel, which Churchill
undoubtedly read in his youth.

"The magic of averages" has at
least eight appearances, the first dating
back to 1911. Here are the other six
published references. (Mr. Hern's reve-

lation of his use in 1932
probably means there are
several more to be
found.)

• Speech on National Insurance,
25 May 1911 (Rhodes James, ed.,
Winston S. Churchill: His Complete
Speeches 1897-1963, 8 vok, New
York: Bowker, 1974, 11:1819): "It is
not only a question of collective
strength of the nation to render effec-
tive the thrift and the exertions of the
individual, but we bring in the magic
of averages to the aid of the millions.
In the field of invalidity there is all this
and more. In the field of invalidity we
have not only the magic of averages,
but, as we were reminded yesterday in
the speech of the hon. Member for
Plymouth [Mr. Astor]—a speech
which excited the admiration and grat-
itude of all who sit on this side of the
House, and the approval of every one
wherever he sits—we have the genius
of health."

• "The Abuse of the Dole"
(Daily Telegraph, 26-27 March 1930,
rpt. The Saturday Evening Post, 29
March 1930, also in The Collected
Essays of Sir Winston Churchill, 4 vols.,
London: Library of Imperial History
1975, 11:200): "There is contributory
insurance on a compulsory and
nation-wide basis against sickness,
invalidity, accident, old age, widow-
hood and unemployment. We have
brought the magic of averages to the
rescue of the millions."

• Discussing unemployment
with the Americans ("Who'll Pay the
Jobless?," Colliers, 25 February 1933,
rpt. The Sunday Chronicle, 19 March-3
April 1933 and in Pictorial Magazine
17 February 1934, Collected Essays, op.
cit., 11:279): "During the whole of the
twentieth century the British people
have been building up these great
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insurance systems. They are unexam-
pled in the world. There is contrib-
utory insurance on a compulsory and
nation-wide basis against sickness,
invalidity, accident, old age, widow-
hood and unemployment. We have
brought the magic of averages to the
rescue of the millions."

• Cabinet Minute, 14 February
1943 (The Second World War, vol. II,
London: Cassell, 1949, 862, also
quoted by Sir Martin Gilbert in the
official biography, vol. 7, Road to
Victory, 292): "This approach to social
security, bringing the magic of averages
nearer to the rescue of the millions,
constitutes an essential part of any post-
war scheme of national betterment."

• Election Broadcast, 13 June
1945 (Victory, London: Cassell, 1946,
198): "Unemployment Insurance was
made universal, at enormous cost to the
State. It saved us from catastrophe dur-
ing some terrible years. I have always
been fascinated with this idea of what I
once called 'bringing the magic of aver-
ages to the rescue of die millions.'"

• Woodford Green, 10 July 1948
(Europe Unite, London: Cassell, 1950,
369): "I have myself been deeply
involved, as you know, in all the
schemes for insurance against old age,
illness and unemployment, which have
marked the present century of British
political life and which are designed, if
I may repeat a phrase I used twenty
years ago, 'to bring the magic of aver-
ages to the rescue of the millions.'"

On this last occasion, for once
Churchill's mighty memory failed him.
He had first used the phrase thirty-
seven years before, arguing for unem-
ployment insurance! $5



125-100-75-50 YEARS AGO

125 YEARS AGO:

Winter 1881-82 • Age 7

"Love and a great many kisses."

hile staying at Blenheim in
January, Winston wrote his
first known letter to his
mother: "My dear Mamma,
I hope you are quite well I

thank you very very much for the
beautiful presents those Soldiers and
Flags and Castle they are so nice it was
so kind of you and dear Papa I send
you my love and a great many kisses.
Your loving Winston."

A few months later, his father
Lord Randolph was taken ill and
Winston wrote to him: "My dear Papa,
I hope you are getting better. I am
enjoying myself very much. I find a lot
of primroses every day. I bought a bas-
ket to put them in. I saw three little
Indian children on Saturday, who
came to see the house. Best love to you
and dear Mamma. I am, Yr loving son,
Winston."

So long ago

100 YEARS AGO:
Winter 1906-07 • Age 32
"Taxes are an evil—a necessary
evil, but still an evil."

On 14 December 1906, Churchill
spoke at the Reform Club dinner

in Manchester about the political
problems faced by the Liberal Party in
its first year of office. In it, he issued a
warning to the House of Lords not to
play party politics with legislation sent
to them from the House of Commons:

.. .We have difficulties of two kinds to
face—difficulties which arise from the
arbitrary action of the House of Lords,
and difficulties which arise from the ex-
treme violence of a comparatively small
group of people, Socialist agitators, at
the other extreme of politics. Both
these things injure the Liberal Party....I
have no desire for a quarrel with either
of the extremes I have mentioned. I
have no desire to see a violent quarrel
between the Liberal Party and the ex-
treme Socialists, but I say that persons
who attack us must be met, and that

when the Liberal Party is assailed it
must not hesitate to strike back at those
who assail it.

Looking in the other direction, I have
no desire to see this party embark on a
great constitutional struggle with the
House of Lords....If we are not to have
fair play in carrying our legislation, if
the measures which come from the
Commons to the House of Lords are to
be regarded not on their merits but
simply whether letting them through
or throwing them out will most help
the Tory Party or most hurt the Liberal
Party...then I say reform of the House
of Lords must become the first and
principal question of Liberal and de-
mocratic politics.

Churchill spoke in the
Commons on 17 December 1906 on
the constitutions the Colonial Office
was drafting under his direction for
the Transvaal and Orange River
Colony in South Africa:

The Boers will become the trustees of
freedom all over the world. We have
tried to act with fairness and good feel-
ing. If by any chance our counsels of
reconciliation should come to nothing,
if our policy should end in mocking
disaster, then the resulting evil would
not be confined to South Africa. Our
unfortunate experience would be trum-
peted forth all over the world wherever
despotism wanted a good argument for
bayonets, whenever an arbitrary Gov-
ernment wished to deny or curtail the
liberties of imprisoned nationalities.
But if, on the other hand, as we hope
and profoundly believe, better days are
in store for South Africa, if the long
lane which it has been travelling has
reached its turning at last, if the words
of [Orange Free State] President Brand,

by Michael McMenamin

"All shall come right," are at length to
be fulfilled, and if the near future
should unfold to our eyes a tranquil,
prosperous, consolidated Afrikander
nation under the protecting aegis of the
British crown, then, I say, the good as
well as the evil will not be confined to
South Africa; then, I say, the cause of
the poor and the weak all over the
world will have been sustained; and
everywhere small peoples will get more
room to breathe, and everywhere great
empires will be encouraged by our ex-
ample to step forward—and it only
needs a step—into the sunshine of a
more gentle and a more generous age.

In February 1907, Churchill
again criticized the House of Lords for
their obstruction of legislation in a
speech he made at the Free Trade Hall
in Manchester:

Mr. Wyndham describes the acts of the
House of Lords which I have just ex-
plained to you as being the attitude of
umpire. Umpire, forsooth! [Cheers and
laughter.] It looks to me more like the
attitude of the footpad who waits for
the dark night to stab his enemy than
the act of an impartial chamber...

Speaking in the House of
Commons on 12 February 1907,
Churchill praised reciprocal free trade
agreements between British self-govern-
ing colonies and explained why they
were not inconsistent with the Liberal
Party's unilateral free trade policy.

But is there any reason why we should
wish to interfere? I think distinctly not.
Taking the simple position of the ortho-
dox Cobdenite Free Trader, I am of the
opinion that taxes are an evil, a neces-
sary evil, but still an evil, and the fewer
we have of them the better. Therefore
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every arrangement between protection-
ist States which takes the form of a re-
duction in the tariff barriers of the
world is a distinct advantage to the
world in general, and when it takes
place within the circle of the British
Empire it is a distinct advance towards
that general system of free trade within
the Empire which protectionists and
free traders alike desire, although free
traders are not prepared to purchase free
trade within the British Empire at the
cost of erecting a protective tariff round
the shores of the United Kingdom.

75 YEARS AGO:
Winter 1931-32 • Age 57
'Terribly depressed at the
slowness of his recovery..."

Churchill traveled to America in
December to embark upon a

lecture tour where he was originally
scheduled to give forty speeches at
£300 per speech. Speaking at the
Economic Club in Worcester,
Massachusetts on 11 December 1931,
Churchill stressed Anglo-American
accord: "Cooperation of the two great
English speaking nations is the only
hope to bring the world back to the
pathway of peace and prosperity. If
ever we should help, it is now, when
the world is off the track and the path-
way of peace and prosperity seems lost.
The leading men of all countries do

not seem to have a clear idea of the sit-
uation nor the steps to take to bring us
out of the chaos. However, there is one
thing that we can be sure of: that
wherever the pathway may lead, we
shall travel more securely if we do it
together like good companions."

Two days later in New York
City, Churchill was nearly killed cross-
ing Fifth Avenue when he was hit by a
car when he began to cross the street
after looking the wrong way. On 15
December, he telegraphed his son
Randolph with a description of his
injuries: "Temperature 100.6 Pulse
normal. Head scalp wound severe. Two
cracked ribs. Simple slight pleura! irri-
tation of right side. Generally much
bruised. Progress satisfactory."

Churchill left the hospital eight
days later and sailed with his wife for
the Bahamas, where they stayed for
three weeks, allowing Churchill to
recover from his injuries before resum-
ing his lecture tour. While there,
Clementine wrote to Randolph about
his father's low spirits.

I am sure he will be again as well as be-
fore, but he is terribly depressed at the
slowness of his recovery and when he is
in low spirits murmurs "I wish it hadn't
happened." He has horrible pains in his
arms and shoulders.. ..Last night he was
very sad and said that he had now in the
last 2 years had 3 very heavy blows. First
the loss of all that money in the crash,
then the loss of his political position in
the Conservative Party and now this
terrible physical injury. He said he did
not think he would ever recover com-
pletely from the three events.

Churchill resumed his speaking
tour in February and traveled through-
out the country for three weeks speak-
ing in nineteen American cities. His
speech in Chicago in 7 February 1932
was typical of the message he conveyed
throughout the tour—unity between
the English-speaking peoples:

"We hear always when we draw
closer together in international affairs
the whisper (and sometimes the cry),
Ah, look! The English and Americans
are working together!' Well, why
should we be ashamed of that?"
Churchill's aunt, Leonie Leslie, his
mother's younger sister and with

whom he had always been close, wrote
to him presciently on 14 February:

Thank goodness you are all right again,
and with no tiresome after effects I
trust. What an escape and how lucky
for you that Clemmie was there. I was
in hospital in Dublin myself at the
time, and said many a prayer for you as
I laid awake at night. Of course you
have been spared to still do great things
in the future and I mean to live on to
see it all!

And Leonie did, living through
Churchill's and England's finest hour
in 1940 before dying in 1943 at the
age of 83.

50 YEARS AGO:
Winter 1956-57 • Age 82
"I am not the man I was..."

With the United States and Great
Britain still estranged over the

failed Anglo-French invasion of Egypt
to seize control of the Suez Canal,
Churchill's old secretary, Jock Colville,
suggested he write a letter to President
Eisenhower reminding him that the
Russians not the British were the
enemy. Churchill did so, and
Eisenhower responded in kind: "The
Soviets are the real enemy of the
Western world, implacably hostile and
seeking our destruction."

Eisenhower went on to express
his hope that the Suez fiasco "may be
washed off the slate as soon as possible
and that we can then together adopt
other means of achieving our legiti-
mate objectives in the Middle East.
Nothing saddens me more than the
thought that I and my old friends of
years have met a problem concerning
which we do not see eye to eye. I shall
never be happy until our old time
closeness has been restored."

Churchill privately told Colville
that the Suez invasion was "the most
ill-conceived and ill-executed imagin-
able." Yet, when his physician Lord
Moran suggested that many people
were wishing Churchill had been in
charge, he demurred. "I am not the
man I was. I could not be Prime
Minister now." $
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S.R.O.* in Seattle: Seminars and
Churchill Lecture Fill the Halls

*STANDING ROOM ONLY was the rule at a unique "combined operation" between The Churchill

Centre and the University of Washington's Daniel J. Evans School of Public Affairs in October.

BY JAMES F, LANE

n a unique joint venture with the University of
Washington's Daniel J. Evans School of Public
Affairs in Seattle, The Churchill Centre staged an
end-of-October series of educational seminars, recep-
tions and the 2006 Churchill Lecture, by Winston

Churchill himself, a longtime honorary member and
trustee of The Churchill Centre.

Centerpiece of the three-day program was our inde-
fatigable honorary member and trustee, Sir Winston's
grandson, who combined wit, charm, reminiscences and

Mr. Lane, a former CC governor, helped organize these events.

astute political commentary in addressing a series of sold-
out, standing-room-only events that included students,
teachers, and business, social and civic leaders from
throughout the Pacific Northwest. Preceded by a reception,
the Sixth Churchill Lecture was delivered on October 26th
at Kane Hall on the University of Washington campus. The
second of six Churchill Lectures held outside Washington,
D.C., its audience of 500+ was larger than all previous
Churchill Lectures combined. Mr. Churchill also engaged
with former Washington Governor Dan Evans in an arm-
chair discussion of lecture topics.

Introduced by Mark Emmert, President of The
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University of Washington, Mr. Churchill spoke on
"Leadership in Times of Crisis." He presented a his-
torical panorama of seven decades, from his grandfather's
heroic stand against tyranny in 1940, to the somber
warnings of the Cold War at Fulton in 1946, to the fall
of Communism in 1989, which Sir Winston had predicted
forty years earlier. In words reminiscent of his grand-
father's at Fulton, Mr. Churchill brought us to the "gather-
ing storm" of our own time in the shape of radical
Islamicism. (See sidebar.)

On Friday, October 27th, a faculty and graduate stu-
dent seminar was held at the Evans School on Winston
Churchill's early book The River War. The seminar was led
by Paul Alkon, Professor of English and American
Literature at the University of Southern California; Mark
Blitz, Professor of Government at Claremont McKenna
College; and James Muller, Professor of Political Science at
the University of Alaska, Anchorage. Others in attendance
included Chris Harmon, Bob Harmon, John English,
Shasta Miller, Hans Hanson, and several students from the
Evans School. Among the highlights of the seminar was a
visit from Winston Churchill, editor of a recent book of his
grandfather's speeches, Never Give In!

On Saturday the 28th, an international seminar for
Canadian and American undergraduate students was held
at the Seattle Public Library, focusing on Churchill's auto-
biography, My Early Life, and his interwar book of essays,
Thoughts and Adventures. Nine undergraduates from half a
dozen colleges and universities in Washington, Alaska, and
British Columbia attended the seminar, which was moder-
ated by Professors Alkon, Blitz, and Muller. The students
had an extensive discussion of Churchill's character and
political aims. They also enjoyed getting to know each
other, singing Harrow School songs, and talking to Mr.
Churchill, who was again present at the seminar.

Twenty-one Seattle-area high school history teachers
joined Professors Alkon, Harmon and Blitz for a day-long
seminar at the Seattle Public Library. Eight teachers
received 5-5 professional development credits for the semi-
nar, which had been approved in advance by the Puget
Sound Educational Service District.

The seminar, entitled "Winston Churchill: The
Gathering Storm and His Finest Hour," included sessions
on Churchill as biographer, essayist and thinker; the gather-
ing storm of the 1930s; Churchill in the Battle of Britain;
and Churchill exercising executive power.

A few teachers' comments from the evaluations:
• "/ did not realize how forward-thinking Churchill

was about so many things, nor did I know that he had won
the Nobel Prize for Literature."

• "I thought the Socratic method was most interesting."
• "The portion of Churchill's radio broadcast we heard

... was powerful. It makes me think about our leaders today."
• "/ really don't cover the military aspects much, so I »

Excerpts from the Sixth Churchill Lecture
"Winston Churchill:

Leadership in Times of Crisis"
by Winston S. Churchill

In 1940, a crucial juncture in the greatest war of
history, it fell to Winston Churchill to provide the lead-
ership that enabled Britain to hold out, though the rest

of Europe had fallen beneath the Nazi jackboot.

You may say I'm biased—which of course I am—but I
say without equivocation that, but for Churchill, the

Swastika might to this day be flying over Buckingham
Palace, and over the capitals of Europe as far East as
Moscow. What a different world we would all be living
in! Indeed, many of those alive today would not have

survived, myself included.

Among Churchill's many qualities, one of the most
striking was his prescience. He had been the first, in

the early 1930s, to warn of the dangers posed by
Nazi Germany. Again, in 1946, he was first to warn of
the Soviet threat, in his historic "Iron Curtain" speech

at Fulton, Missouri—now sixty years ago.

Churchill's purpose at Fulton was to urge the United
States not to retreat into isolationism, but to take the

lead in establishing an alliance of the Western democ-
racies. That is exactly what came about just three
years later when, in 1949, the NATO Alliance was

founded. NATO was everything he had dared hope
for. It was the bulwark against Soviet expansion, the
guarantor of peace and, ultimately, the rock on which

the Soviet Empire foundered.

Though he had done no more than state the realities
of the situation, Churchill found after Fulton that he
had stirred up a hornet's nest. Indeed, I recall my

father Randolph telling me how, on his return to New
York a few days after his Fulton speech, Winston
Churchill was besieged in his hotel, the Waldorf

Astoria, by a large and hostile crowd that had to be
held back by hundreds of police. Implausibly, the

Soviets declared that Churchill's Fulton speech was
the cause of the Cold War. The truth, of course, is
that the Cold War dates from the moment that the

Red Army, in the guise of liberators, was ordered by
the Kremlin to stay as enslavers.

Mercifully, after forty-five years of Cold War, we
emerged unscathed from the Valley of the Shadow of

Death. In my view great credit is due to Margaret
Thatcher and Ronald Reagan, and to the electorates

who put them in place in 1979-80. »
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learned a lot from the attendees as well as the teachers. I teach
cause-and-effect (Cold War) and have previously left military
aspects out. I will now cover the Battle of Britain."

• "Iplan to use several Essays with my seniors. "
• "As a history teacher, it was great to be able to sit in a

small group with historians. I wasn't in a classroom of 500
teachers at a hotel being talked at. Being in a small group, to
me, enhanced my ability to learn."

n behalf of the Centre, Mr. Churchill presented the
Winston Churchill Leadership Award to William H.
Gates, Sr., chairman of the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, for his work in improving health con-
ditions and educational opportunity in under-devel-

oped areas of the world. The presentation was made at the
City Club, which jointly hosted the luncheon program
with the Evans School and the Centre.

The Centre presented a framed photograph of the
Prime Minister taken in 1941 as he stood looking skyward
at an early model B-17 Flying Fortress, provided under the
Lend Lease Program by The Boeing Company of Seattle.
The picture was accepted by Michael Lombardi, senior his-
torian of the Boeing Company, who pointed through a 76-
stories high view window to show the present Winston
Churchill the building where that plane had been built!

Perhaps nothing characterized the success of the
meeting better than the elderly gentleman who approached
Mr. Churchill at the end of one of his presentations: "I was

ADMIRING BOEING'S B-17: Boeing historian Michael Lombardi
received a photo of Churchill admiring the B-17. Michael then

pointed out the Seattle building where the plane was built!

PAGE OPPOSITE: WSC with Shasta Ann Lewis Miller, 49th State
Fellow, U-Alaska, at the graduate seminar. Below, Mark Blitz left,

WSC center, James Muller right, with Canadian and American
students'at the undergraduate seminar.

"Leadership in Times of
Crisis"...

I firmly believe—indeed I had the
pleasure of telling President Reagan

so to his face—that his Strategic
Defense Initiative, dubbed "Star

Wars" by foolish people who sought
to made mock of him, will be seen by

history to have been the final straw
that broke the camel's back. I

Today we are confronted by a new challenge: radical
Islamic fundamentalism. But how many of you know
that Churchill also warned of its dangers too? Don't

worry—I didn't either!

He did so 85 years ago on 14 June 1921, hard on the
heels of the Cairo Conference, at which as British

Colonial Secretary, he had presided over the reshap-
ing of the Middle East, including modern-day Iraq:

"A large number of [Saudi Arabia's King] Bin Saud's
followers belong to the Wahabi sect, a form of

Mohammedanism which bears, roughly speaking, the
same relationship to orthodox Islam as the most mili-
tant form of Calvinism would have borne to Rome in

the fiercest times of [Europe's] religious wars."

In Churchill's day the viciousness and cruelty of the
Wahabis was confined to the Arabian peninsula. But

today they have exported their exceptionally intolerant
practices from Mauritania and Morocco on Africa's

Atlantic shores, through more than three dozen coun-
tries including Bosnia, Chechnya, Afghanistan,

Pakistan and the Middle East, to as far afield as the
Philippines and East Timor in the Pacific.

This is the stark challenge, predicted by Winston
Churchill, that today confronts the Western world. I

fear it will be with us for a very long time to come. The
Islamic threat comes in two forms: terrorist and demo-

graphic. What I am about to say may shock you—
indeed I hope will shock you.

The writing is today on the wall for Judaeo-Christian
Europe as we have known it over the past 2000

years. France has an Islamic population of approxi-
mately six million, 10% of the total. But draw a line at
age twenty. Below it the figure jumps to 30%. When

that generation comes of age, just one further genera-
tion will see France an Islamic country.

Nor are other EU countries far behind. Take for exam-
ple Catholic Belgium: What do you imagine to be the

single most popular name for a boy-child? If you
haven't guessed, I will tell you: Mohammed. »
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privileged to be in the audience when your grandfather
addressed the joint session of the U.S. Congress in
December of 1941." Winston replied, "You must have been
only five years old!" "Actually I was fifteen," the man said.
"I was a Congressional page and was privileged to hear his-
tory being made!"

Our honorary member and trustee was astonished by
this encounter and others: "A lady came up to me and said:
'Do you remember where you spoke when you visited
Seattle thirty years ago?' I replied I didn't have the foggiest,
though I knew it had been in the mid-Seventies as, when I
visited Boeing Aircraft Corporation, I had been horrified to
learn that they had just laid off 50,000, or perhaps even
100,000 workers. She replied: 'I can tell you it was the
Seattle Women's University Club—I was there!'

"The natives were certainly most friendly and enthu-
siastic! Dan Myers, Bill Ives, Suzanne Sigman, James
Muller and Jim Lane of the Centre organised an excellent
programme, and it was wonderful to see the enthusiasm of
the younger generation for knowledge of my grandfather."

The Churchill Centre is grateful to the Daniel J.
Evans School at the University of Washington; to Dean
Sandra Archibald, a bulwark throughout; and to Bill
Jacobs, former chief of staff to Governor and Senator
Evans—who, most importantly, will lead in the formation
of the new Seattle-Puget Sound Chapter of The Churchill
Centre. The chapter's first member will be Gary Alexander,
chief justice of the Washington State Supreme Court. $

"Leadership in Times of Crisis"...
Now we have President Bush lecturing the European
Union that it should fast-track Turkey's accession to
the EU. I am a great admirer of the Turks, but I have
to say frankly: There could be no greater disaster for

Europe than the admission of Turkey to the EU.
Overnight Europe's Islamic population would sky-

rocket from 20 to 100 million. If President Bush is so
concerned to do something for Turkey, let him invite

them to become the fifty-first state, multiplying fifteen
fold the Islamic population of the United States!

As for the terrorist threat from fundamentalist Islam,
let me say this is not America's battle alone. It is a

battle on behalf of the whole world, on behalf of gen-
erations yet unborn. Together we have overcome far

more powerful enemies than those that assail us
today. I have every confidence that, in confronting this
new challenge, America and Britain, together with our
allies, can prevail and shall prevail—just as together

we have triumphed in the past.

What then is the essence of leadership? It comprises
five key elements: Knowledge, Wisdom, Prescience,
Honour, Courage. And as Winston Churchill declared

in paraphrasing Dr. Johnson: "Courage is rightly
esteemed the first of human qualities...because it is

the quality which guarantees all others."

I conclude by quoting from my grandfather's last
speech, delivered by my father, Randolph, when

accepting from President John F. Kennedy the award
of Honorary U.S. Citizenship on his father's behalf. It
is more than forty years ago. I recall as if it were yes-
terday, standing by my late father in the Rose Garden
of the White House, as he delivered his father's reply,
which was also his farewell to the American people:

"I am, as you know, half American by blood, and the
story of my association with that mighty and benevo-
lent nation goes back nearly ninety years to the day
of my father's marriage. In this century of storm and
tragedy, I contemplate with high satisfaction the con-
stant factor of the interwoven and upward progress of
our peoples. Our comradeship and our brotherhood in

war were unexampled. We stood together and,
because of that fact, the free world now stands...."

I would only add, how thrilled he would be to know
that today, two generations on, confronted by new
and mortal perils, the British and American peoples
still stand four-square together, confronting the dan-
ger of the hour, and that the Special Relationship is

as close as it has ever been.
Long may it be so. God bless America. !'
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CHURCHILL AND THE PACIFIC WAR

THE CHURCHILL-ROOSEVELT MEETING AT ARGENTIA IN AUGUST 1941 produced more than

the Atlantic Charter. The two leaders also planned secretly to move an entire British division
to the Middle East in transports and warships—long before America became a belligerent.

Churchill and
Roosevelt's
Secret
Mission to
Singapore

A FRIEND IN NEED
On 11 September 1939, eight days after

Churchill returned to government as First Lord of the
Admiralty, President Roosevelt began the first in a
lengthy stream of private correspondence between them.
From his first hour as Prime Minister on 10 May 1940,
Churchill had much to tell. On that day Germany
invaded the Low Countries. A week later, General Heinz
Guderian's XIX Panzer Corps was across the Meuse
River, racing to occupy Calais, only 21 miles from
Dover. On May 28th, with Dunkirk being evacuated
and U-boats sinking British ships within sight of the
coast, Foreign Secretary Lord Halifax floated the notion
of learning Germany's peace terms. His forces cascading
into retreat and defeat, Churchill had been in office little
more than a fortnight.

Churchill's first message to FDR as Prime
Minister, on 15 May, listed only Britain's "immediate
needs," but also catalogued necessities that stretched like
washing on a line: older destroyers, newer aircraft, steel,
anti-aircraft guns, ammunition, a U.S. Navy port call in
Ireland. "We shall go on paying dollars for as long as we

Mr. O'Connor, a contributor to Naval History, World War Two, the
Naval Institute's Proceedings and British Heritage, was an early writer
on the Cabinet War Rooms and Bletchley Park. Other features and
photos are on his website at www.Historyarticles.com.

CASABLANCA CONFERENCE, 1943

BY JEROME M. O'CONNOR

can," he wrote, "but I would like to feel reasonably sure
that when we can pay no more, you will give us the stuff
all the same." He suggested that the U.S. Navy use
Britain's Singapore base "in any way convenient," hoping
to keep "that Japanese dog quiet." Neither Churchill nor
Roosevelt could know how soon Singapore would be
entangled with the fates of both nations.

Despite growing unease in Congress, and ran-
corous public divisions about the war from at least 700
anti-war organizations, Roosevelt sent Britain fifty obso-
lete destroyers, steel and ammunition. Gallup polls
repeatedly confirmed that Americans wanted to stay out
of the fight, but solid majorities also approved aid to
Britain and France short of war. Revisions to the 1935
Neutrality Act allowed for such aid, but also reaffirmed
American neutrality. But observing neutrality was impos-
sible at sea, where U-boats were taking a crippling toll.
In April German submarines sank 195 Allied freighters
carrying 700,000 tons of crucial war materiel. To pre-
vent a British defeat, FDR had to become aggressively
but secretly co-belligerent.

SUNDAY 29 DECEMBER 1940
British coastal radar stations began tracking the

blinking dots representing a massive German air raid
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