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GENTLEMAN CADETS
Thank you for your appraisal of

Montgomery's book Ten Chapters, which
I think I will give to the Library at the
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, the
home at one time of both Gentleman
Cadet Churchill and Gentleman Cadet
Montgomery. ("Gentleman Cadet" went
out with the 1945 Labour government.)
Montgomery is buried in a village near
here. The Churchill Centre obviously does
a great job. I find much of the present-
day nit-picking criticism of Churchill
very irritating. I was only a schoolboy in
the war, but you have a very special view
of Winston Churchill if you had listened
to one of his speeches sitting under the
dining room table while the German
bombers flew overhead.

ANTHONY CLAYTON, FARNHAM, SURREY

HOSTAGES TO FORTUNE
Reviewing Nicholson's Hostages to

Fortune, Robert Courts argues that "to
have withdrawn Britain's most powerful
assets" [Prince of Wales and Repulse) from
Southeast Asia after the Japanese
onslaught would have sent the wrong sig-
nals. Perhaps. But an even better ques-
tion/comment would be to ask how
British leaders who had seen what air
power could do to naval vessels at Oran
and Mers-el-Kebir (the summer 1940
British attack on the interned French
fleet) and at Taranto (in November 1940,
British torpedo planes sank three Italian
battleships) could send the two British
warships into the war zone without wait-
ing for the aircraft carrier Indomitable to
complete repairs being made in Ceylon.
The blame properly falls primarily on
Admiral Tom Phillips, but also on the
Admiralty and Churchill himself.

But then not very many had come
to realize that air power had changed
their world. In the program for the 1941
Army-Navy football game, was a photo
captioned: "A bow-on view of the USS
Arizona as she plows into a huge swell. It
is significant that despite the claims of air
enthusiasts, no battleship has yet been
sunk by bombs." Technically true. The
British did it with torpedoes, a month or
so later.

PROF. WARREN F. KIMBALL, JOHN ISLAND, S.C.

• Professor Kimball is correct that, to
any student of air power, it was clear by
1941 that battleships were horribly vulnera-
ble. I do not dispute that, nor that
Churchill, in sending the ships, should have
been aware of this. But I take issue with
Nicholson's claim that Churchill was prima-
rily to blame for the loss o/Prince of Wales
and Repulse. He was responsible for send-
ing them to Singapore, but there his respon-
sibility ends—unless you buy Nicholson's
tenuous evidential thread hanging on what
he calls the "prodding telegram. " The ships'
despatch to Singapore did not make their
loss inevitable. The decision to go to sea, the
direction, the change of destination, the

o J

decision to go without air power, and the
failure to break radio silence to call for it,
were all operational decisions, with little or
nothing to do with Churchill.

HMS Indomitable was to have been
part of Force Z. Unfortunately, she ran
aground on 3 November and simply would
not have been repaired in any time frame
that would have made a deterrent even
potentially effective. As Alexander recalled
after the war, "unfortunately the carrier was
stranded on a reef...and it was too late to go
back on the promise made to Australia and
New Zealand."

The harvest of the "locust years" was
being reaped. Churchill was in an impossi-
ble position, and had to do something,
equipped with too little, too late. He cannot
however be held to blame for the failure to
supply Singapore with a fully-equipped
naval force—1930 cutbacks prevented that.
It can sensibly be argued that the "deterrent"
idea was flawed—and it might have
been—but for those in charge in 1941 they
could not afford to do nothing, and did not
have the benefit of hindsight. —RAC

MANY HAPPY RETURNS
I came to a roaring halt at FH 132,

page 45, directing me to the website post-
ing of Sir Martin Gilbert's 1985 Lecture
on "Churchill's London." In it he men-
tions a "low building near the Hyde Park
Serpentine": the former City of London
magazine, which Churchill rushed sol-
diers to guard when when war threatened
with Germany, an action which helped
convince Asquith to name this "man of
action" First Lord of the Admiralty.
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