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CHURCHILL AND MARSHALL
Finest Hour continues to outdo

itself every issue in terms of both design
and content. In "Around and About" (FH
136:9) you relate General Marshall's
wonderful quote, mention that he left no
diaries, and wonder aloud about his opin-
ion of WSC. First and foremost, the
General would not have presumed to
express his opinion of such an august
figure, and he was similarly reticent about
FDR. It's clear, however, that his opinion
of both men was finely nuanced.

In Forrest Pogue's invaluable George
C. Marshall: Interviews and Reminiscences
(Marshall Foundation/Johns Hopkins,
1991) there are a couple of priceless anec-
dotes that illuminate Churchill and the
General. On page 551 et seq., Marshall
tells the laugh-out-loud story about his
efforts to keep WSC off the subject of
Mediterranean strategy when the two of
them met for dinner in Algiers in May
1943. Marshall's strategy, every time there
was a pause in their conversation, was to
raise questions about subjects Marshall
hoped would inspire the PM to expatiate.

He started by raising the impeach-
ment of Warren Hastings (Governor-
General of India, 1772-85; he was ulti-
mately acquitted). The strategy worked
like a charm. When WSC showed signs
of slowing down some twenty minutes
later, Marshall raised the subject of Hess's
parachute jump into Scotland and, bingo!
The PM launched into another disquisi-
tion. About half an hour later, WSC
seemed to be flagging slightly so Marshall
raised the subject of the Abdication of
Edward VIII. This prompted another
flood of oratory. Marshall recalled: "It was
a marvelous lecture, just marvelous. Then
the steward announced dinner, thank
God, and it was all over."

On page 463 et seq., Marshall tells
an even funnier and more illuminating
story about Clementine Churchill's indis-
cretion during the 1942 visit to
Washington. Marshall had let her view a
rough cut of Frank Capra's "Why We
Fight" series. She was so enthused about
it that she asked him to show it to the
Prime Minister. Rightfully fearful that
White House involvement would delay
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