
ROBERT-JONES' STATUE, PARLIAMENT SQUARE NUMBER 41 • AUTUMN 1983



Number 41 Journal of The International Churchill Society Autumn11983

THE IMMORTAL WORDS: MUNICH

All is over.
Silent, mournful, abandoned, broken,
Czechoslovakia recedes into the darkness.
She has suffered in every respect
by her association with the Western democracies. . . .

[This event has] marked an improvident stewardship
for which Great Britain and France have dearly to pay.
We have been reduced in the past five years
from a position of security so overwhelming and so unchallengeable
that we never cared to think about it.
We have been reduced from a position where the very word "war"
was considered one which would be used only
by persons qualifying for a lunatic asylum.
We have been reduced from a position of safety and power—
power to do good, power to be generous to a beaten foe,
power to make terms with Germany, power to give her reddress,
power to stop her arming if we chose,
power to take any step in strength or mercy or justice —
reduced in five years from a position safe and unchallenged
to where we stand now. . . .

I do not grudge our loyal, brave people,
who were ready to do their duty no matter what the cost,
who never flinched under the strain of last week.

I do not grudge them the natural, spontaneous outburst of joy,
when they learned that the hard ordeal
would no longer be required of them at the moment.

But they should know the truth.
They should know that there has been gross neglect and deficiency

in all our defenses.
They should know that we have sustained a defeat without a war,
the consequences of which will travel far with us along our road.
They should know that we have passed
an awful milestone in our history,
when the whole equilibrium of Europe has been deranged,
and that the terrible words have for the time being
been pronounced against the Western democracies:

"Thou art weighed in the balance and found wanting. "
And do not suppose this is the end.
This is only the beginning of the reckoning.
This is only the first sip —
the first foretaste of a bitter cup
which will be proffered to us year by year—unless,
by a supreme recovery of moral health and martial vigour,
we arise again and take our stand for freedom,
as in the olden time.

—The House of Commons, 5 October 1938
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"THE IMMORTAL WORDS"
This popular column is restored com-

mencing this issue (left), with excerpts
from the great speeches, reproduced in
Churchill's "speech form," or as near to
it as we can imagine: stirring words which
are all the better when read in WSC's own
cadences. Many have requested the return
of this traditional feature, and we hope
you enjoy it.

0 CANADA!
VANCOUVER JOINS EN MASSE

ICS membership increased by almost
50 percent when the Sir Winston S. Chur-
chill Society of Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, elected to joinlCS en masse, providing
ICS membership automatically to each of
its members. ICS is now at an all-time
record 600 members, with Canada on par
with the USA at close to 250 each. Long-
term, this means that our Board of Di-
rectors will gradually alter to reflect
Canadian membership, from a 2-8 to a
5-5 ratio with US directors.

We couldn't be more pleased. To para-
phrase WSC, "undoubtedly this means
that these two great organisations of the
English-speaking Democracies, Canada
and the United States, will have to be
somewhat mixed up together for mutual
and general advantage. For my own part,
looking out upon the future, I do not
view the process with any misgivings. I
could not stop it if I tried—no one can
stop it. Like the Mississippi, it just keeps
rolling along. Let it roll! Let it roll on full
flood, irresistible, benignant, to broader
lands and better days."

Our sincere thanks to our Canadian
directors, George Temple in Ontario and
Ron Downey in Vancouver, for their tire-
less efforts to bring this about.

NEXT HANDBOOK SECTION: BOOKS
This issue contains the last installment

of our Churchill stamp checklist. Starting
next issue, we begin our bibliographic
section with a comprehensive list of
books about WSC, which will vastly in-
crease the titles in Woods Section E. We
are not forsaking other philatelic areas
(locals, labels, errors and varieties), but
we think it fair to move around for the
benefit of all member interests. The phila-
telic section will be continued in later
installments.

VINTAGE HUMOR
In a sparkling 1971 speech at the

Anglo-German Society, Anthony Royle
demonstrated that good stories never die.
His first concerned Lady Astor, inveigh-
ing against the evils of drink. "I'd rather
commit adultery than drink half a glass of

International Updates

wine," the good Nancy opined at a public
meeting—only to evoke from the audience
a shout of "Who wouldn't?"

Royle also recalled Sir Winston, con-
scious of his narrow majority in the 1951
Parliament, instructing his Chief Whip to
ensure that no more than three Conserva-
tive MPs ever traveled in the same aircraft.

"You don't want to have all your eggs
in one basket," the Whip agreed.

"On the contrary," growled WSC, "I
don't want all those baskets in one egg."

L-G AND WSC
C.P. Snow once observed that "The

difference between Lloyd George and
Winston Churchill is simply this: That if
you said the word 'balloon' Lloyd George
would spend an hour learning everything
you knew about balloonirig, whereas Win-
ston would take an hour lecturing you on
everything he knew about it."

CHARLOTTE AT DRONES
The Hon. Charlotte' Soames Hambro,

granddaughter of Sir Winston and daugh-
ter of Lord and Lady Soames, works with
Nona Summers at Nona's Dance Studio,
Drones, France. Drones, formerly an
Edwardian conservatory, is a collection of
exclusive shops, studios and restaurants.

Charlotte Soames Hambro

WSC, BOOK COLLECTOR
James Joyce's ULYSSES was originally

a banned book in both the UK and USA,
but Churchill knew a good thing when
he saw it. He wrote to the small press in
Paris where it was originally printed and
got a first edition. This is still in the family
and is now worth more than £2500.

-H.A.R.
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WSC'S "MALIGNANT AGGRESSION"
A Canadian Member sent us an excerpt

from Erich Fromm's book, THE ANAT-
OMY OF HUMAN DESTRUCTIVENESS,
in which Fromm names Winston Chur-
chill as an example of "Malignant Agres-
sion —Necrophilia." Fromm's sole basis
for this charge is Alanbrooke's observa-
tion of WSC in North Africa, who lined
up all the flies he'd killed during lunch
"like an aristocratic hunter . .. for his
gratification." Says our member, "If Alan-
brooke and Lord Moran were to be psy-
choanalyzed in depth, what surprises
might one find? I have read many of
Fromm's books, but this is the first in
which Churchill was put in a few pages
under the most disgusting category."
We agree, but big men make inviting
targets.

THE BROOKS COLLECTION
American Airlines pilot Thomas Brooks

of Sarasota, Florida, recently joined ICS
by leaving his card for us in London.
Naturally, ICS caught up with him.
Tommy began his collection ten years ago
in London, where he was able to obtain
a fine Karsh-based painting of WSC, plus
27 books and considerable silver plate.
The next time you fly A A, listen for
the Captain's name, and if it's Brooks,
knock on the cockpit door and tell him
Winston sent you.

WINSTON CHURCHILL HIGH SCHOOL
Member Jesse Hutchinson of Ohio

reminds us that there is a Winston Chur-
chill High School in Potomac, Maryland.
There was also one such in Canada that
was an ICS member in the past, but has
not answered'our invitations, lately. If
we have a member near Potomac, what
about having a chat with their Principal?

THOMPSON ON CHURCHILL
Bibliophiles know of R. W. Thompson,

who wrote several critical books about
WSC, and W. H. Thompson the detective,
who wrote three or four on guarding WSC;
and Carlos Thompson's on Hochuth's
play. Now a fourth Thompson enters the
lists, Kenneth W., whose WINSTON
CHURCHILL'S WORLD VIEW: STATES-
MANSHIP AND POWER has just been
published (ISBN 0-8071-1045-0). If any-
body would like to review this book,
please contact the editor. continued...



INTERNATIONAL UPDATES
cont'd.

DID YOU KNOW? . . .
Scribners' first American editions of

MARLBOROUGH, Woods A40(b), were
issued in four stages, just like Harraps',
although there were six volumes. Volumes
1 & 2 (which equal Harrap Vol. 1) came
in a slipcase, each book with a white dust
wrapper. Ditto Volumes 3 & 4 (which
equal Harrap Vol. 2). Scribners Volumes
5 & 6 (which equal Harrap Vols. 3 & 4)
came in blue and gold dust wrappers in-
dividually, not boxed. After all six vol-
umes were in print, Scribners offered all
six boxed, but these were not necessarily
first editions. The boxes are uncommon.

F. B. Watt or Toronto, who confirmed
us on the above, tells us there was a Cana-
dian Macmillan edition of THE WORLD
CRISIS (not in Woods): "These were all
found in Ottawa recently and I must say,
at $7.50 and $10 each for fine first
editions, they are much more attractive
than American prices at this time . . .
this was interesting because the Ottawa
dealers treat Churchill as one of the
modern first editions and the price with
a dust jacket is considerably higher than
a fine first without. They seem to be now
looking for the same type of thing that
they had looked for in modern firsts of
Virginia Woolf and Yeats, etc."

"WINSTON & HOLMES"
Member Bob Landau of Toronto has

opened two tobacco shops, each named
"Winston & Holmes." Bob says there was
some question about using "Churchill" in
this context so he chose "Winston," and
customer reaction has been spot-on,
equating "Winston" with Bob's fine cigars
and "Holmes" with his pipeware. Cana-
dian director George Temple visited W&H
but failed to take up the weed! George
did snap the photo shown here, with
Bob's handsome hanging sign.

ATA OFFERS DISCOUNT
TRAVEL TO AUSIPEX

The American Topical Association's
Jerry Husak has organized group travel
for 40 philatelists to the Australian
International Philatelic Exhibition on 24
September-12 October 1984. The group
leaves San Francisco on the 24th for
Melbourne, and will also visit Auckland,
N2, Sydney and a choice of Honolulu or
Tahiti. Details from Jerry Husak, 5014
W. Center St., Milwaukee, Wisconsin
53210. (Jerry founded ATA, of which
ICS is a longtime study unit affiliate.)

Jersey

For compilers of memorials,
here's a plaque with a bust of
WSC erected on Jersey, Chan-
nel Islands, to commemorate
the Liberation of the islands in
1945. Churchill reluctantly
agreed to the demilitarization
of the Channel Isles in 1940;
they were the only occupied
British territory in WW2.

MRS. T INVOKES MR. C.
British Prime Minister Margaret That-

cher, speaking to the Canadian Parliament
in September, reminded them of another
PM who spoke in Ottawa in 1941. Her
predecessor had quoted the French view
that "in three weeks England will have
her neck wrung like a chicken." "I am
here to report," said Mrs. Thatcher, "that
the chicken is still very much alive —and
that portion of its anatomy is doing very
well, thank you." (Paraphrased by us as
related by John Edison.)

FUTURE OF THE O.B.
We mentioned last issue that according

to Martin Gilbert, there will be no further
Companion Volumes of the Official Biog-
raphy for the indefinite future. The loss
of post-1941 coverage is a shock but we
are unable for the moment to give the
final prognosis on this. Martin also advises
that, as of now, Heinemann wants only
one more Biographic Volume, number
VII, which is apparently going to have
to cover 1942-1965 in one fell swoop.
This seems to us almost as incredible as
the idea that there will be no more Com-
panions. We can only report what we
know. We will keep you advised on this
as events develop.

Meanwhile, I have asked my own
company's bookbinder to quote us on
rebinding the incorrectly-bound Hough-
ton-Mifflin Companion Part 3 to Bio-
graphic Vol. 5.

ISRAELI REMEMBRANCE
Israel marked the centenary of

Churchill's birth by naming a street
bordering the British war cemetery for
WSC. A man present during both the
1921 and 1974 dedications was Lord
Samuel, son of the first British High
Commissioner in Palestine. He recalled
that in 1921 when there were only
70,000 Jews in Palestine, Churchill
forecast a Jewish state of 3 -4 million
—its population now.

Left: Winston & Holmes, Toronto
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Winston Churchill
World leader overcame many handicaps

Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Chur-
chill (1874-1965) overcame many han-
dicaps throughout his life: premature
birth of two months, a lisp and stutter-
ing, manic-depressive illness, two
strokes, which left him unable to speak
for a short time, a heart attack, three
bouts of pneumonia, and two opera-
tions.

Churchill served the world as soldier,
writer of history and winner of the 1953
Nobel Prize for Literature, world
statesman during World War II (Great
Britain Scott #420-21), and he held
several government posts, including
that of Great Britain's prime minister
twice (Gambia #212-14).

Recurrent periods of severe depres-
sion alternating with extreme elation
(mania) characterized Churchill's per-
sonality. During the manic states, he
could work continuously and intensely.

Manic states cause the individual to
feel great internal reserves and a sense
of well being and have abundant energy
with need of little sleep or nourishment.
This serves as a defence to fight off the
immobilization of depression.

Neither parent devoted much time to
Churchill as a child (Aitutaki #110). His
father, Lord Randolph, was intensely
involved in politics; his mother was
preoccupied with social life. In the book
Churchill Revised, Anthony Storr
theorizes that this lack of parental in-
terest instilled a lack of self esteem
and, combined with his family history
of mood swings, contributed to Chur-
chill's manic-depressive illness.

Churchill made several references to
depression and suicidal thoughts in his
writing. He mentions his dislike of stan-
ding too close to the railroad platform
edge because "A second's action would
end everything. A few drops of despera-
tion." He also disliked sleeping near a
balcony because "I've no desire to quit
this world but thoughts, desperate
thoughts, come into the head."

To seek the recognition he did not
receive as a child and to fight off
depression, Churchill threw all of his
energy into many activities. In 1899 he
fought in the South African Boer War,
was captured, and escaped. He became
president of the Board of Trade in 1908,
First Lord of the Admiralty in 1911, and
Secretary of State for the Home Depart-
ment in 1919. He had the British Fleet
mobilized when Germany declared war
in 1914. After the war he served as
Secretary for War and Air, and
Secretary of State for the Colonies.

After 1922 he temporarily dropped out
of politics and devoted himself to pain-
ting and writing. His paintings (Brunei
#192) of landscapes and still life have
been exhibited at the Royal Academy,
and he published 50 books in his
lifetime.

When Churchill was 66 years old in

Stamps and
the Disabled
CYNTHIA E. HEINZ

Postal tributes to Churchill
from Great Britain, Australia,
the US, and Gibraltar.

1940 and the Germans were invading
Belgium, he received his appointment
as prime minister of Great Britain by
King George VI. He boosted the morale
of the British people after the fall of
France as Great Britain stood alone
against the Germans.

From 1944 to 1951, the Labor party
came to power, and Churchill led the
Conservative opposition. During this
time he completed the work on his
history, The Second World War.

In 1943, while opening a window,
Churchill experienced chest pain,
radiating to his left arm, and shortness
of breath. His physician told him he'd
had a heart attack and advised him to
avoid exertion, but Churchill didn't
heed this.

The first stroke, from which Chur-
chill recovered, pccured in 1949. Again,
in 1953, a stroke left him paralyzed on
the left side and unable to speak. In a
House of Commons debate two years
later, he related how he rehabilitated
himself and was prepared to fight his
political opponents with equal force.

He again became prime minister in
1951, and in 1955 resigned at the age of
80. An Act of Congress made him an
honorary United States citizen in 1963.

Churchill died of a massive stroke in
1965. The British gave him a state
funeral, a privilege rarely given to non-
royalty (Maldive Islands #201-206).
Countries around the world paid him
postal tribute: US #1264, Great Britain
#420, and Australia #389.

An omnibus issue by 33 British Com-
monwealth countries came out in 1966
(Type DC 319). In 1974 Churchill was
again honored on the centenary of his
birth.

Mental illness affects an estimated
21.5 million people in the US, including
500,000 children. The Mental Health
Association (MHA) provides services
in the following areas information to
the community, volunteers to help pa-
tients and families, prevention and
research programs, promotion of ade-
quate treatment facilities, and contact
between the patient and the communi-
ty.

The MHA logo has appeared in US
slogan cancelations to encourage con-
tributions for its work. The actual bell
that is represented in "Support Your
Mental Health Association" is inscrib-
ed, "Cast from the shackles which
bound them, this bell shall ring out hope
for the mentally ill and victory over
mental illness."

Another variety of this cancelation
pictures the bell with "Give — Mental
Health Fund."

References
Storr, Anthony, "The Man." In A.J.P.

Taylor, Churchill Revised. New York:
The Dial Press, Inc., 1969.

Insuring Friday's Child.l The Mental
Health Association in Missouri, Jeffer-
son City, Mo., 1981.

This series of articles on "Stamps
and the Disabled," featuring issues of
past years with disabled-related sub-
jects, is presented to complement the
many stamps released this year in
honor of the International Year of
Disabled Persons.



CHURCHILL'S
ENGLAND
"He Had No Use
For Second Best"
BY SIR JOHN COLVILLE, CB, CVO, LONDON, 22 MAY

My wife and I are most grateful for your kind invitation here
to the Pinafore Room, which as you know is the meetingplace
of The Other Club. In fact, we only met last a fortnight ago. I
should like to introduce the black cat, over on my left. If there
should ever happen to be 13 people to dinner at the club (Winston
didn't think 13 was the right number to sit down), the black cat
is put at the end of the table to make 14. It doesn't often happen,
but it was Sir Winston's own idea, and the cat is there all year
round primarily for that reason.

In March 1941, Winston Churchill believed that winning the
war was the first priority. He received a text from Lord Halifax,
our Ambassador in Washington, of an after-dinner speech which
Halifax was proposing to make about war aims. Churchill's only
comment on this long speech was sent by telegram: "It is pretty
tough to reshape human society in an after-dinner speech."

The same goes for me in a different context tonight. I know
it's not expected of me to reshape human society, desirable
as that might well be. But trying to give you an impression of
Winston Churchill in 20 minutes or so is quite a tall order -
especially if one considers that by the time it is completed,
Martin Gilbert's official life of Churchill will run to eight
million words.

Churchill was certainly the greatest Anglo-American who ever
lived, unless you insist that George Washington was an Anglo-
American. He had faults, of course. All human beings do. He
sometimes pursued with vigour policies that with hindsight
we can see to have been mistaken: Especially, I think, with
regard to India.

But it is curious how often, equally with hindsight, we can
see that policies savagely criticised at the time were in fact
inspirations based on what now seems to have been prophetic
wisdom. Gallipoli is an obvious example. Churchill's unavailing
efforts to check the Bolshevik flood in 1919 is another. His
opposition to the American plan for a landing on the south of
France in August 1944 is a third. I believe that if Churchill's
proposal ["soft underbelly" -Ed.] had been accepted in 1944
the war would have ended sooner.

Tonight I'm going to try to select just a few of Churchill's
characteristics, and to illustrate them. If anybody wants to ask

me any questions about them or about the things I have no time
to mention, I shall do my best to answer them.

First and foremost Churchill, though he was often petulant
and certainly self-centered, and could be most unbelievably
inconsiderate, had a deep and genuine humanity that won the
affection of all who ever served with or under him. His anger
could be like a raging torrent, but he never let the sun go down
without making amends.

On one occasion—I think it was 1940—he was very angry with
me. I forget what I'd done, something that upset him, and he was
furious and extremely ill-tempered and very unpleasant all day.
Then about two in the morning he rang the bell and said, "I want
to send a telegram to the President-take it down." I can't do
shorthand; anyhow he always sent for a shorthand typist, so I
suggested this to him. "No," he said, "it's very short, you take
it down." I did so, and it was quite short. I handed it to him and
he said, "What beautiful handwriting you've got-much better
than any private secretary I've ever had." Now that wasn't true,
but it was his way of making amends after having been perfectly
beastly all day. It was typically Churchillian.

He was a man of contrasts: impatient, yet understanding;
obstinate, yet open to conviction; fierce, but never vindictive.
When he formed a view he held it firmly, but he knew the
importance of flexibility. He once wrote, "The only way a man
can remain consistent amid changing circumstances is to change
with them while preserving the same dominating purpose." That's
as good an example as I can think of for flexibility.

He was faithful to old friends-sometimes too faithful. He
loved young people, and he always talked to them as if they were
his contemporaries. I remember in the gun room of the battleship
King George V, Churchill spending an hour with the midshipmen,
encouraging them to ask him every sort of question about the war
and about politics. They quite forgot he was the Prime Minister,
and it was really marvelous to listen to him. He did the same
every year with the Harrow boys. He would go round to Harrow
for the annual Churchill concert, when they sang the songs he
loved, and afterwards he would talk to the boys who'd cluster
around him, the senior boys-it was really rather remarkable
to listen to him. They lost all shyness and he'd talk to them



absolutely as an equal.
He frequently spoke of the kindnesses he had received when

he was young, but he never spoke of the snubs and the setbacks
which he received—and there were many of them because he
was an exceedingly unpopular young man. When he was at 10
Downing Street there was always laughter in the corridors, even
in the darkest and most difficult times.

He loved animals, which I always think is a good sign in
anybody. He had a succession of what I thought were perfectly
revolting poodles. I'm sure Mr. Golding will remember Rufus—
he was a horror. And then there were his favourite black swans on
the lake at Chartwell. There were those huge goldfish in the pond
out of doors, that used to come when he tapped on the stones.
There were the tropical fish in glass tanks inside, and always at
least one cat about. His favourite was the "marmalade cat." (I
called it a ginger cat but he always called it the marmalade cat.)

I remember one day in 1941, when things were going very
badly. We'd had to evacuate Greece; Crete was falling; Lord
Beaverbrook was being difficult; we'd lost several ships in the
Mediterranean. I was alone at Chartwell with Churchill, in the
cottage he'd built with his own hands-the big house had been
closed up for the war. We were at lunch and Churchill was in a
very sombre mood. He got hold of the marmalade cat and he put
it on a chair on his righthand side, and put me on his lefthand
side. (The cat had precedence.) All through lunch he was really
thinking about a very important speech he was going to have to
make in the House of Commons the next day, and under his
breath I could hear him almost rehearsing this speech. But in the
top of his voice he was talking to the cat. He was saying, "Dear
cat, it's so sad that in wartime I can't give you any cream and that
sort." He didn't address a word to me throughout lunch. The cat
was the only object of his conversation. He once said to his
daughter Mary, as he was gently prodding a pig in the sty at the
farm at Chartwell, "You know, dogs look up to you, cats look
down on you, but pigs treat you as an equal."

He was of course famous for his eloquence and the quickness
of his wit. Of his eloquence I have no need to remind you. But
I did have the good fortune to listen to almost all his 1940
speeches in the House of Commons at the time he delivered them.

I have to admit that when he dictated these great speeches he
always dictated straight onto the typewriter. He used to correct
them in red ink or blue ink, and then they would be typed out in
a special way [WSC called it "Speech Form"-Ed.] , sort of like
the Psalms—the way he liked to read them out in the House of
Commons. He always insisted that the original be thrown into
the wastepaper basket, and this was more than I could bear. One
day I just stole one of these speeches out of the basket. It
happened to be the one in which he said, "Never in the field of
human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few."

Although my conscience did not let me take out the last few
pages I took the first 12, and those words were on one of the last
few. However, I have the rest of the speech. My conscience
pricked me and years later after the war I confessed what I'd
done. I said I'd give it back, for the archives. Winston looked at
me across the table—I was lunching with him alone at Hyde
Park Gate -and he said, "I do believe you are one of the wise
virgins." And of course I was, because that speech is unique.
Nobody else has got it or any other speech of that kind.

Those speeches stirred men's souls with the fire of great
poetry. They were poetry. I think in that connection it is appro-
priate to quote the words spoken by another very great English
Prime Minister, the Younger Pitt: "Eloquence is like the flame;
it requires fuel to feed it, motion to excite it, and it brightens
as it burns." There's nobody to whom that can be more appro-
priately applied than Winston Churchill.

There are, of course, countless examples of his wit. A lot of

them, I must say, are entirely apocryphal. Yet I will just mention
two.

One one occasion, which I think I did put in my book [THE
CHURCHILLIANS in UK; WINSTON CHURCHILL AND HIS
INNER CIRCLE in USA.-Ed.] was the night before Hitler
invaded Russia. I was at Chequers with Churchill and I was
walking with him up and down the croquet lawn, trying hope-
fully but unsuccessfully to get him to sign some dreadfully dreary
documents which he wouldn't look at.

He'd been reading the Ultra signals—we called them
"Boniface" but the Admiralty called them Ultra—the de-crypts
of the German Air Force code. He said,"It is quite evident now,
and there is no doubt about it, that that man is going to invade
the Soviet Union." So I, for want of anything better to say, said,
"Well, that's going to be difficult for you, because after all you
were the person who tried to raise an army against the Bolsheviks
in 1919, and are well known as the leading anti-Communist in
the western world. Won't it be very difficult for you to say
something in support of them?"

"My dear boy," he said, "if Hitler were to invade Hell, I would
at least make a favourable reference to the Devil in the House of
Commons!" That was his immediate response.

The other one I always liked, and I did happen to hear it,
was in the House of Commons, when a rather nice Labour former
cabinet minister called Wilfred Paling was so incensed by some-
thing Churchill said in one of his speeches that he shouted across
the floor of the House: "DIRTYDOG!"Churchill paused and
said, "The Rt Hon Member should remember what dirty dogs do
to palings." Thatwas I think very quick!

Sometimes Churchill seemed to me to have the characteristics
of the Old Testament prophets—Isaiah perhaps, but certainly
never Jeremiah. He occasionally had an uncanny prescience about
the future. In 1925, 20 years before it happened, he wrote about
nuclear weapons and pilotless aircraft. And I had the most
uncanny experience myself.

I think it was in 1953.1 went up to his bedroom one morning
to talk about something, and he was shaving. He said to me,
"Today is the 24th of January." I said yes, and he said, "It's the
day my father died." I said something suitable, and he went on,
"It's the day I shall die, too."

There wasn't any comment I could make. I just said yes and
went on with whatever it was he wanted me for. But I remem-
bered it—it stuck in my memory. Well, 12 or 13 years later, I
think it was on the 10th of January 1965, they rang me up from
Hyde Park Gate to say that he'd had a stroke—a big, final stroke
— and that the doctor said there was no chance of his surviving.
My wife will bear me out, as she was in the room—I said "He
won't die until the 24th." This was on the 10th.

Ten minutes later they rang up from Sandringham, because the
Queen's private secretary didn't want to bother Hyde Park Gate
in case things were happening.. They thought that I might know
something, since I was executer and trustee. The private secretary
said, "Do you know the latest about Sir Winston?" I said yes, I'd
heard from Number Ten, and again I said that he wouldn't die
until the 24th. Martin Charteris who was the secretary remembers
to this day that I said that.

Churchill lay in a coma for 14 days and on the 24th of January
he died. I can't explain it—it may be coincidence. But it is, I
think, the oddest single experience I've ever had in my life.

As I'm speaking to a largely American audience, I should like
to say something about Churchill's love of and very close relation-
ship with the United States. First let me say that here again he
had the gift of prophecy. In 1938 he broadcast to a still largely
isolationist America this question: "Can peace, goodwill and
confidence be built upon submission to wrongdoing backed by
force?" Of course he was thinking of Hitler—but today the



More photographs from "Churchill's England." Above: Hurricane on display at RAF/Biggin Hill,
which we passed enroute Chartwell. Right: Organ builder Noel Mander, who guided us around the
St. Paul's environs. Below: Morning coffee with ICS Hon. Member the Marquess of Bath, Longleat.

Below: St. Paul's
marker at site of
Churchill catafalque,
1965.

United States and the United Kingdom are one in asking that very
same question in relation to the Soviet Union. Last year we had
strong American support in replying to the same question asked
by an arrogant South American dictatorship in the South Atlantic.

Years ago there was published a very popular and highly
amusing satire on English history called "1066 And All That." I
sometimes wish an entertaining American satirist—and you've got
a great many in your country—would write a book entitled
"1776 And All That." It would have been a particularly useful
exercise in the early 1940s, for it was the American obsession
with colonialism which in the later stages of the war almost led
to a breakdown of our close friendship and alliance, though it
never fatally affected the personal relationship of Churchill and
Roosevelt.

At the end of 1943, after the Teheran Conference, and of
course still more at Yalta 14 months later, Churchill sadly noted
that the State Department and even the President himself were
becoming obsessed with the idea that Britain's principal war
objective was the maintenance and perhaps even the extension
of the British Empire. This was, I honestly think, an historic
prejudice, dating from "1776 And All That." Because we didn't
really think that at all, and certainly Churchill didn't, although
he had a blind spot, I'll admit, about India.

The most remarkable ambitions were ascribed to us in Wash-
ington-that we wanted to "take over Greece," and things like
that, even by friends such as Wild Bill Donovan, the head of the
OSS. These ideas were not believed by the American chiefs of
staff, who were entirely sensible over the whole thing. The British
Empire was in any case sure to be dissolved. I think we all realized
that. But it had to be done peacefully —and peacefully it indeed
was dissolved.

Some may now think, as Churchill did, that the process was a
little too rapid. Indeed, the anarchy that prevails in parts of
Africa today, consequent on the abdication of our authority and
the suspension of the laws we brought with us to these countries,
tells its own sad tale. But toward the end of the war, what upset
Churchill was the growing conviction, in Washington and particu-
larly in the State Department from 1944 onwards, that the most
powerful and trustworthy American ally of the future was the
Soviet Union; and the belief—not too much concealed—that the
road to peace and prosperity was cooperation with Russia.

Now this was something that pained Churchill more, I think,
than anything else. At Yalta, when the American delegation
discussed with the Russians the future of Hong Kong without
even telling us-and after all it was a British colony-Churchill
realized that this curious fantasy, unchecked by a dying President
no longer in full command either of himself or his government,
was a formidable menace to the western world.

He came back from Yalta. I didn't go with him, but I met him
at the airport and asked "How did it go?" He said, "It's a tragedy.
And it's a tragedy because my dear friend President Roosevelt is
a dying man."

I tell you that story, and don't think I'm telling it in any
anti-American way, because I just think it shows how misunder-
standings can arise on a totaly false basis of belief. It was fantasy
—although it certainly never affected Churchill's deep affection
for America, or his belief in the destiny of what he called "The
Great Republic." He told me again and again that he believed the
future to be held in the hands of the United States. And that, as
Lend-Lease and Marshall Aid proved, the generosity of their spirit
if not always the wisdom of their government was the main hope
of mankind in the future.



ST. LUCIA-SHARJAH
30 Nov 74: CHURCHILL CENTENARY (F)
(P.A.D. Studio/Litho Format)

Scott StanGb Value Subject
• 367 401 5c with Montgomery
• 368 402 $1 with Truman

1982: PRINCESS DIANA BIRTHDAY (F)
Scott StanGb Value Subject

• 594 $5 S/S, B. Russell

Scott
• 222
• 223
• 224
• 225

StanGb
222
223
224
225

B aisifiuiI
1I

Value
5c
15c
7c
1.50

*WA

Subject
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz

t* \ a

Iw 1

Minkus
• 213A
• 214A
• 215A
• 216A
• -
• 217A
• -
• -
• -
• -
D -

StanGb
231
232
233
234
-
MS235
-
-
-
—
—

Value
lRy
2Ry
3Ry
4Ry

Subject
quill & book
quill, Parliament
St. Pauls in Blitz
Big Ben, Tower Br

full set imperf
lORy
lORy

S/S
S/S imperf

full set in gold foil
above imperf
M.S. of 16 values
above imperf

•m

ST. VINCENT

25 Jan 66: CHURCHILL OMNIBUS (F)
(J. Toombs/Harrison & Sons Ltd.)

Scott
• 241
• 242
• 243
• 244

StanGb Value
246 lc
247 4c
248 20c
249 40c

Subject
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz

30 Nov 74: CHURCHILL CENTENARY (F)
(G. Vasarhelyi/Litho Questa)

Scott StanGb Value Subject
• 321 331 95c WSCasP.M.
• 322 332 1.50 WSC late P.M.
• 322a MS333 2.45 S/S

SHARJAH

28 Nov 74: CHURCHILL CENTENARY (F)
(C. Abbott/Litho Questa)

Scott
• 389
• 390
• 391
• 392

StanGb
403
404
405
406

Value
25c
35c
45c
$1

Subject
WSC as P.M.
in Hussars uniform
in Navy uniform
in RAF uniform

ST. VINCENT GRENADINES

30 Nov 74: CHURCHILL CENTENARY (F)
(C. Abbott/Litho Questa)

Minkus StanGb Value
• 52 53 5c
• 53 54 40c
• 54 55 50c
• 55 56 $1

Subject
WSCasP.M.
in Army uniform
in Navy uniform
in RAF uniform

(As per St. Vincent with new colors.)

SEYCHELLES

24 Jan 66: CHURCHILL OMNIBUS (F)
(J. Toombs/Harrison & Sons Ltd.)

26 Apr 65: CHURCHILL OVERPRINTS (F)
(Ovptd on Kennedy Commemoratives)

Minkus StanGb Value Subject
• 138 127 40np ovpt. on JFK
• 139 128 60np ovpt. on JFK
• 140 129 lOOnp ovpt. on JFK
• - - full set imperf
• - 129a 200np S/S

28 Feb 66: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE (F)
(Gold paper issued

Minkus
• 213
• 214
• 215
• 216
D -
• 217
• -
• -
D -

StanGb
201
202
203
204
_
MS205
_
_
_

se-tenant)
Value
2Ru
3Ru
4Ru
5Ru
full set
14Ru
14Ru
full set

Subject
quill & book
quill, Parliament
St. Pauls in Blitz
BigBen.TowerBr.

imperf
S/S
S/S imperf

in gold foil
above imperf

22 June 66: REVALUED IN RIYALS/1 (F)
(Gold paper issued se-tenant)

CCH 1 . 1 3

22 June 66: REVALUED IN RIYALS/2 (F)
(Surcharged in red and black)

Minkus Value Subject
• 213-16B red ovpt. full set
• - above imperf
• 213-16B black ovpt. full set
• - above imperf
• 217B red ovpt. S/S
• — above imperf
• 217B black ovpt. S/S
• - above imperf

OTHER REPORTED REVALUATION VARIETIES
• Rev ovpt. on gold foil full set
• above imperf
• Red ovpt. on min. sheet of 16 vals.
• above imperf
• Black ovpt. on gold foil full set
• above imperf
• Black ovpt. on min. sheet of 16 vals.
• above imperf

1969: FAMOUS STATESMEN (F)
Minkus Carus Value Subject

•413 457 50d WSC
• - - 50d above imperf
• 412-16 456-60 full set perf
• — — full set imperf
(Others depicted are Schuman, Adenauer,
Kennedy.)
a - - 10R S/S
• - - 10R S/S imperf



SHARJAH-TURKS S CAICOS

20 June 70: DE GAULLE COMMEMORATIVE (F)
Minkus Carus Value Subject

SOLOMON ISLANDS

a 549
0 -

• 554
a -
• 548-57
0 -

641
-
646
—
640-49
-

3d
3d
30d
30d

WSC,DeG
above imperf
WSC, DeG
above imperf

full set perf
full set imperf

1972: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE (F)
Minkus

D817
0818
• 819
• 820
• 821
• 822
• -
• 822A
• -

SIERRA

Carus
925
926
927
928
929
930

931

Value
5d
lOd
35d
75d
lRy
3Ry

Subject
with Q. Victoria
with Q. Alexandra
with King George VI
with Eisenhower
with Adenauer
with Q. Elizabeth

full set imperf
5Ry
5Ry

LEONE

S/S, portrait
above imperf

24 Jan 66 : CHURCHILL OMNIBUS (F)
(J. Toombs/Harrison & Sons Ltd.)

Scott
• 145
• 146
• 147
• 148

SOUTH,

24 Jan 66

StanGb
1311
132
133
134

\RABIA

Value Subject
2d
9d
1/3
2/6

: CHURCHILL

St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz

OMNIBUS (F)
(J. Toombs/Harrison & Sons Ltd.)

Scott
• 19
• 20
• 21
• 22

SOUTHi

StanGb
19
20
21
22

r.EOROl

Value Subject
5f
lOf
65f
125f

[A

St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz

May 1965:CHURCHILL/MARGAI OVERPRINTS
(F) ("IN MEMORIAM/TWO GREAT LEADERS/
SIR MILTON MARGAI 1895-1964/SIR
WINSTON CHURCHILL 1874-1965"). Raised
ovpt. on 1963 Flower issue.

Scott
• 300
D 302
• 303
• 305
• 300-05

StanGb
366
368
369
371
366-71

Airmail series:
• C37
• C39
D C 4 0
• C41
• C37-41

372
374
375
376
372-76

Value
2c
10c
20c
75c
full set

7c
30c
1L
2L
full set

Subject
WSC & MM
WSC
WSC & MM
WSC

WSC & MM
WSC & MM
WSC & MM
WSC

28 Jan 66: DOUBLE SURCHARGE (F)
("TWO/Leones" plus WSC/Margai ovpt.)

StanGb Value Subject
• 365 2L WSC & MM

Jul 82: PRINCESS DIANA BIRTHDAY (F)
Scott StanGb Value Subject

• 534 31Le S/S, Charles II
(WSC listed in geneology)

15 Oct 82: ROYAL BIRTH OVERPINT (F)
("ROYAL BABY/21.6.82")

Scott StanGb Value Subject
• 555 31 e S/Sovptd.

30 Nov 74: CHURCHILL CENTENARY (F)
(L. Curtis/Litho Questa)

Scott StanGb Value Subject
• 39 40 15p WSC, Westminster
• 40 41 25p WSC & warship
• 40a MS42 40p S/S

SWAZILAND

24 Jan 66: CHURCHILL OMNIBUS (F)
(J. Toombs/Harrison & Sons Ltd.)

Scott
• 119
• 120
• 121
• 122

TOGO

StanGb
117
118
119
120

Value
Vic
2>/2C

15c
25c

Subject
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz

7 Aug 65: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE (F)
Scott

• 529
• 530
• 531
• 532
• C47
• -
• C47a

StanGb
423
424
425
426
427
-
—

Value
5f
lOf
20f
45f
85f

Subject
WSC portrait in 'V
Big 3, Yalta
portrait in 'V
Big 3, Yalta
portrait in 'V

full set imperf
1.30 S/S.C47+532

20 Feb 71: DE GAULLE COMMEMORATIVE (F)
Scott StanGb Value Subject

•767 785 20f DeGaulle, WSC 1945
• 767-70 785-88 regular mail set
•C144-45 789-90 airmail set
(Other stamps and S/S do not depict WSC)

1 Nov. 74:
Scott

• 892
• 893
• C240
• C241
• -
• C241a
• -
• -
D -

CHURCHILL CENTENARY (F)
StanGb Value Subject
1047 30f WSC, frigate
1048 40f WSC, Spitfires
1049 lOOf WSC, frigate
1050 200f WSC, Spitfires
- full set imperf
MS1051300f S/S (lOOf, 200f)

S/S imperf
370f Deluxe sht of 4
370f Deluxe sht imperf

TRISTAN DA CUNHA

24 Jan 66: CHURCHILL OMNIBUS (F)
(Jennifer Toombs/Harrison & Sons Ltd.)

Scott
• 89
• 90
• 91
• 92

StanGb
89
90
91
92

Value
Id
3d
6d
1/6

Subject
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz

TRISTAN da CUNHA 25P

30 Nov 74: CHURCHILL CENTENARY (F)
(Sylvia Gorman/Litho Questa)

Scott StanGb Value Subject
• 196 193 7J/2p Blenheim Palace
• 197 194 25p WSC, Elizabeth II
• 197a MS195 32>/2p S/S, above stamps

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS

24 Jan 66: CHURCHILL OMNIBUS (F)
(Jennifer Toombs/Harrison & Sons Ltd.)

CCH 1 . 1 4



TURKS S C A I C O S - V I R G I N I S .

Scott
D146
D147
• 148
• 149

StanGb
262
263
264
265

Value
Id
2d
8d
1/6

Subject
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz

Minkus
D334B
a _
D334C
D _

Carus
504
—
505
—

Value
5np
5np
5np
5np

Subject
portrait
same imperf
S/S
S/S imperf

22 May 72: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE (F)
Minkus

• 4 4 1
D442
• 443
• 444
• 445
• -

Carus Value Subject
627 5d WSC, King George
628 lOd WSC, King George
629 15d WSC, King George
630 20d WSC, King George
631 3R WSC, King George
- full set imperf

Scott
• 346
• 347
•348
• 349
• 350
• -
•351
• -
• -
• -

URUGUAY

Value Subject
50f As Hussar, India
75f as Home Secretary
lOOf as pilot, WW1
125f with Roosevelt
300f as painter
full set imperf
450f S/S, WSC, warship
450f S/S imperf
stamps in deluxe sheets
deluxe sheets imperf

30 Nov 74: CHURCHILL CENTENARY (F)
(V. Whiteley/Litho Questa)

Scott StanGb Value Subject
• 297 430 12c WSC, Roosevelt
D298 431 18c WSC, vapor trails
• 298a MS432 30c S/S, above stamps

1973: DE GAULLE COMMEMORATIVE (F)
Carus Value Subject

•1296 3.25R WSC, De Gaulle
• - 3.25R same imperf
• 1284-1303 full set perf
• - full set imperf

1 July 82: PRINCESS DIANA BIRTHDAY (F)
Scott StanGb Value Subject

• 534 $2 S/S, Diana, WSC
(WSC also mentioned 5 times in geoneology)

UMM AL QIWAIN

10 Mar 66: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE (F)
Minkus StanGb Value Subject

• 60 59 3np WSC, Monty, Brook
•61 60 4np Big 3,Teheran
•62 61 5np Churchill portrait
• 63 62 lOnp w. Eisenhower 1944
• 64 63 15np w. Clementine 50s
•65 64 50np WSC painting
•66 65 75np walking, Marrakech
• 67 66 lRu pallbearers, 1965
•68 67 3Ru lying in state
• 6 9 68 5Ru WSC making V-sign
a - - full set imperf
a 70 MS68a 8Ru S/S, 3+5Ru stamps

UNITED STATES

13 Apr 6 5: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE (F)
(Yousuf Karsh/Bur. Engraving & Printing)

Scott- StanGb Value Subject
• 1264 1246 5vS 1941 photograph

UPPER VOLTA

5 Nov 66: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE (F)
Scott StanGb Value Subject

• C32 203 lOOf WSC crest & "V"
•- - lOOf above imperf

10 Jan 6 7: CHURCHILL COMMEM. REVALUED (F)
Minkus StanGb Value Subject

a60-69A 13544 full set perf
• - - full set imperf
D 70A 145 8Ry 3+5Ry stamps

1969: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE
(embossed on gold foil) 11 Jan 75: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE (F)

C C H 1 . 1 5

29 Apr 6 6: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE)
Scott StanGb Value Subject

• 782 1283 40c WSC & UnionFlag
• C284 1284 $2 photograph, WW2
($2 contains 'Blood, Sweat, Tears' quote)

VENEZUELA

29 Dec 66: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE (F)
Scott StanGb Value Subject

• C912 1923 IB 80th birthday photo

VIRGIN ISLANDS (BRITISH)

24 Jan 66: CHURCHILL OMNIBUS (F)
(Jennifer Toombs/Harrison & Sons Ltd.)

Scott
• 163
• 164
• 165
• 166

StanGb
197
198
199
200

Value
lc
2c
10c
25c

Subject
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz
St. Pauls in Blitz

30 Nov 74: CHURCHILL CENTENARY (F)
(J.W. Ltd./Litho Questa)

Scott StanGb Value Subject
• 278 322 10c
• 279 323 50c
• 279a MS324 60c

St. Mary Aldermanbury
Fulton Memorial
S/S, above stamps



YEMEN

YEMEN (KINGDOM)

WSC, FDR, Teheran
same, imperf
WSC, FDR, Teheran
same, imperf

20 Sep 48: ADMISSION TO U.N. (F)
Value Subject

• 30b
• 30b
• airmail 30b
• airmail 30b
• full set of 15
o full set imperf
(Not catalogued; other values do not depict Winston
Churchill.)

5 Apr 65: CHURCHILL OVERPRINTS
(Ovptd "In Memory of Sir Winston Churchill
1874-1965")

StanGb (R) Value Subject
0 68 4B Prince Ali
• - 4B same, imperf

6 June 65: CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE
StanGb (Rj Value Subject

all 1/8B WSC, St. Pauls
• 78 VtB WSC, Parliament
• 79 Vi& WSC portrait
• 80 IB WSC, St. Pauls
0 81 2B WSC, Parliament
• 82 4B WSC portrait
o - full set imperf
o se-tenant strip of 3(1/8, %, V4B)
• same imperf
• se-tenant strip of 3 (1, 2, 4B)
• same imperf
• - 4B S/S Yemen/UK flags

?«w»$ftfetrre •
KINGDOM ofVEMEN

above, Yemen SG #68
right, Yemen 1969
Famous Men issue

FuumsMenafHiitofY
» * M > WINSTON CHURCHILL Writer Pimtti ^ &&&

1 Feb 66: BUILDERS OF WORLD PEACE (F)
StanGb Value Subject

a 139 IB WSC medal
o - IB same, imperf
• 136-40 full set perf
D - full set imperf
D se-tenant strip of 5 perf
D se-tenant strip of 5 imperf
D - 4B S/S, 5 medals
D - 4B Deluxe S/S
(Medal portraits also include Nehru,
Hammarskjold, Pope John, Kennedy.)

26 June 67: POISON GAS VICTIMS (F)
(Ovptd, surcharged 2B on #68)

StanGb Value Subject
a 244 4B+2B Prince Ali
a — 4B+2B same, imperf

12 Oct 67: JORDAN RELIEF FUND + CROWN (F)
(Ovptd on #13640)

StanGb Value Subject
a 280" 1B+1B WSC portrait
D- 1B+1B same imperf
D 277-81 full set perf
O - full set imperf
D se-tenant strip of 5 perf
D se-tenant strip of 5 imperf

1967: JORDAN REF, RELIEF FUND (F)
(Ovptd on #68)

StanGb Value Subject
D323 4B+4B Prince Ali
• - 4B+4B same imperf

1967: JORDAN REF, RELIEF FUND (F)
(Ovptd. on #136-40)

StanGb Value Subject
0 331 1B+1B WSC portrait
O- 1B+1B Same, imperf
0 328-333 full set perf

o - full set imperf
a - 4B+4B S/S, flags
• se-tenant strip of 5 perf
n se-tenant strip of 5 imperf

1968:

•
D
D
D
D
D
O
D
P

a
a
0
D

HUMAN RIGHTS YEAR
Value
2B
4B
6B
full set
4B+6B
2B
2B
4B
4B
6B
6B
full set

Subject
WSC portrait
WSC portrait
WSC portrait

of 12
S/S, WSC, JFK
WSC, black border
WSC, gold border
WSC, black border
WSC, gold border
WSC, black border
WSC, gold border

of 12, gold brdr
full set of 12, black brdr

O se-tenant strips of four 2B stamps
o se-tenant strips of four 6B stamps
o full set of three se-tenant strips of four

1969: FAMOUS MEN
Value Subject

D 6B Churchill portrait
O full set of 11
O 6B S/S, WSC
D full set of 11 S/Ss

Ui.
j »-< • .

 :
. . ! •••._:•„:

MANAMA
MPtNl'f "Ci ;if- AJM.'ft1

Manama's handsome S/S, Minkus #399, Carus #477

CCH 1.16



If I have to depict Churchill in a few words they're these: He
looked with scorn on the one-track mind. He was a great patriot,
but never a nationalist, and I think it very important to differen-
tiate between patriotism and nationalism. He was a radical -
mentally and temperamentally he was a radical—and yet he
continued at the same time to be a great traditionalist. He was
a man of both physical and moral courage. He was imaginative,
tenacious, gifted with foresight. Statesman, soldier, historian,
writer, painter and even bricklayer, philosopher and polo player—
to everything he did he brought enthusiasm, and he had no use
for the second best. Add to that an iron constitution and it's not
surprising that he bestrode the world, as Shakespeare said of
Julius Caesar, "like a colossus."

When I speak of Churchill I always feel impelled to quote the
lines of George Canning, who as you may remember thought to
bring in the new world to reddress the balance of the old, and the
lines he wrote on the death of William Pitt, shortly after the
Battle of Trafalgar. These are the lines:

And oh if again the rude whirlwind should arise
The dawning of peace should first darkness to form,

The regrets of the good and the fears of the wise,
Should turn to the pilot who weathered the storm.

Well that, ladies and gentlemen, is all I have to say. It might
amuse you, as we're in the room where The Other Club always
have met, if I were to read you the rules of The Other Club as
they were set out in this volume in 1911. This and the later
volume contain the signatures of all who attended Other Club
dinners since 1911, and here also is the betting book. I've asked
the Savoy to bring them here for anyone who would like to look
at them afterwards. \ will now read the rules of The Other Club:

" 1. The Club shall be called'The Other Club.'
" 2. The object of'The Other Club' is to dine.
" 3. The Club shall consist of no more than 50 Members, and

not more than 24 Members of the House of Commons.
" 4. So long as this number is not exceeded, any Member

may propose a Candidate to the Committee, and the Committee
may circulate this name with the name of any other Candidate, or
Candidates, (but not singly) to the Club for Election at such time
as they think fit.

" 5. The Club shall dine on alternate Thursdays at 8:15
punctually, when Parliament is in Session.

" 6. The Annual subscription shall be £5 and 1 guinea for
each dinner. (February 1930.)

" 7. The Members of the House of Commons shall be paired
from 8 o'clock to 10:30 PM, unless they arrange to the contrary
through the Co-Secretaries.

" 8. The Executive Committee shall settle all outstanding
questions with plenary powers.

" 9 . There shall be no appeal from the decision of the Execu-
tive Committee.

"10. The names of the Executive Committee shall be wrapped
in impenetrable mystery.

"11. The Members of the Executive Committee shall nominate
the joint Secretaries, who shall receive no remuneration, and
shall be liable for all unforseen obligations."

I should like to say that that's true, because I am one of the
present joint Secretaries and it is very worrisome! Finally, the
most famous of the Rules:

"12. Nothing in the rules or intercourse of the Club shall
interfere with the rancour or asperity of party politics."

These rules were all written by F. E. Smith, Lord Birkenhead,
except for the last which was written by Winston Churchill.

Sir John Colville spoke to us after dinner in the historic Pinafore Room at
the Savoy Hotel. Lady Margaret Colville and Ronald Golding are at Sir
John's left; in the background, the flags of Australia, Canada, UK, New
Zealand and USA. Below: The Memorial Service held at St. Martin's
Church, Bladon, by the Rev. E. G. W. Page-Turner. Bottom: The Nemon
sculpture on the green, Westerham, visible to all enroute Chartwell. Not
widely known: the statue's base was a gift of the people of Yugoslavia.

An address by Sir John Colville, CB, CVO, Honorary Member
oflCS, to members oflCS and Friends of the Churchill Memorial
at the Pinafore Room, Hotel Savoy, London, Sunday 22 May
1983. Sir John Colville was WSC's assistant private secretary
in 1940-41 and 1943-45, and later his joint principal private
secretary during 1951-55. In 1947-49 he was private secretary to
the then Princess Elizabeth.



Winston Churchill and
the Bombing of Coventry

Sifting Through the Rubbish Bin
BY PETER J. MclVER

It has now become a matter of accepted
fact, at least among the British public,
that on the night of 14-15 November
1940, rather than compromise a decisive
source of intelligence, Winston Churchill
allowed the city of Coventry to be left
to the mercies of the German Air Force.

This story has appeared in many books,
numerous articles and letters to the press,
but its present currency is due to the
efforts of three men: William Stevenson,
Anthony Cave Brown and F. W. Winter-
bottom, all of whom have written books.

In his book A MAN CALLED IN-
TREPID, Stevenson claims that the Ger-
mans sent the order to destroy Coventry
in the second week during November.
Unlike previous "Ultra" messages, which
had always given the name of the target
in code, this message gave the name
"Coventry" in clear type. Thus, Steven-
son says, within minutes of the order
being given, it was placed in front of the
Prime Minister. Faced with the prospect
of leaving the people of the city to die or
evacuating them, Churchill turned to Sir
William Stephenson ("Intrepid") for
advice. What Stephenson advised was that
"Ultra" was too valuable a source of in-

telligence to risk. By evacuating the city,
the Prime Minister would be exposing the
source and endangering its usefulness in
the future. "Intrepid" told Churchill to
let the city burn and the people to their
fate.

This is much the same story as told by
Cave Brown, but the latter fills in a few
more details. For a start he says that
Churchill had the message a full two days
before the raid. Again Churchill decided
that "Ultra" was too valuable a source of
intelligence to be compromised and so
the people were left to die.

The raid itself, Cave Brown asserts,
was in revenge for one by the RAF four
days earlier on Munich. The Coventry
raid fell into three parts and went under
the code name "Einheitopreis." The three
parts of the raid also had individual code
names and were directed against other
cities in the Midlands. The other cities
were Birmingham (code name "Um-
brella") and Wolverhampton (code name
"All One Piece"). The code name for
Coventry was "Corn." To counter the
raid the RAF mounted a series of air
strikes against German air bases in Europe
under the code name "Cold Douche."

No philatelic illustration of the Blitz is more evocative than this Centenary souvenir sheet from
Dominica, Scott #410a, S-G #MS440, designed by G. Drummond and printed by Litho Format.
Small renderings of St. Paul's during the air raids occur on the 1966 Omnibus.
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(BODYGUARD OF LIES pages 38-44)
But the originator of the prior warning

theory was F. W. Winterbottom in his
book THE ULTRA SECRET. Published
uvl974, and written entirely from mem-
ory, this was the first book in English
to reveal that the Allies had broken the
German codes. Naturally with such a
work it could not be without error. And
historians with access to documents
unavailable to Winterbottom have been
quick to point out his errors.

According to Group Captain Winter-
bottom the name Coventry came through
in clear type on an "Ultra" decrypt on
the afternoon prior to the raid. According
to the evidence presented in the book the
name of the city came through at 3 PM
on 14 November 1940 and was immedi-
ately telephoned by Winterbottom to one
of the Prime Minister's private secretaries
in Downing Street. (THE ULTRA SECRET
pages 82-84.)

This briefly is the position of those
writers who believe that the city of Cov-
entry was left by Churchill to the mercy
of the Luftwaffe, rather than reveal the
secret that the German codes had been
broken.

While at first glance these writers seem
to be in agreement there are in fact con-
siderable differences between them. For
example, while Winterbottom says that
he telephoned the information to Down-
ing Street, Stevenson says that the news
was given personally by "Intrepid" to the
Prime Minister. According to Cave Brown
Churchill knew about the raid for at least
48 hours before it took place. Winter-
tottom says that Coventry was identified
as the target only a few hours before the
raid.

Both men cannot be correct, though as
I will show both are almost certainly
wrong. Cave Brown's account has several
errors independent from the differences
with the other writers. The code name for
the attack on Wolverhampton was "All
One Price" and not as he gives it "All
One Piece." The importance of this was
not lost upon the Air Ministry, which
quickly realized that the code referred to
the sales slogan used by F. W. Woolworth
& Co. "Everything at one price": Wool-
worth and Wolverhampton. This tied
in with the code for Birmingham, "Um-
brella," which was a reference to Neville
Chamberlain (a former Mayor of Birming-
ham) who never seemed to go anywhere
without his umbrella. That was the first
code word to be cracked. Wolverhampton
fitted because both cities were in the
Midlands. But nothing connected "Corn"
with Coventry.


