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"Chartwell
by Edwina Sandys
A rare limited edition of fine
art prints by Sir Winston's
renowned artist granddaughter,
daughter of his eldest child, Diana

The first time Edwina Sandys saw an artist at
work was as a small child standing quietly behind
her grandfather while he painted. She is today
firmly established as a painter and sculptor with
monumental works at the United Nations Centers
in New York, Geneva and Vienna. But the memo-
ries of Chartwell have never faded and, in response
to endless requests, she has made a study of the
great man from her own unique vantage point.

The utterly unmistakable figure of Sir Winston
sits in the garden of the attractive gabled house set
in the heart of the English countryside. His paint-
brush is poised above the near-bare canvas in that
moment of truth all artists know.

In the background the red brick walls rise to the
mullioned window of his own room—the room
where he paced the floor, helping to shape, and
write, the history of the world. Edwina Sandys has
also carefully painted in the little window of the

tower bedroom, where she and her sister spent
happy holidays. It is an enchanting picture, exe-
cuted with the fresh touch of the professional
artist, but with the sureness of line which comes
only from total familiarity with the subject.
"Chartwell" is a treasure from the very heart of the
Churchill family.

Edwina Sandys has limited the edition to
850 prints, which she has signed and numbered.
They are offered at $225.00 each and include a
tax deductible donation of $50.00 to the Royal
Oak Foundation, Inc., the American affiliate of
the British National Trust, which now main-
tains Chartwell and keeps it open to the public.
(The Royal Oak Foundation is a not-for-profit
organization.)

If you would like to become an original owner
please send in the order form below with your
check made out to The Royal Oak Foundation, Inc.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ C u t o r c o p y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

The Royal Oak Foundation, Inc.
41 East 72nd Street
New York, NY 10021

Please send me "Chartwell" by Edwina Sandys. Overall size 21x21", in perfect color. $225.00 per
print and $10.00 for shipping, insurance and handling. I enclose my check for:

Number of prints Amount Enclosed

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

SIGNATURE
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IMMORTAL WORDS: HOLIDAY TIME IN AMERICA

Holiday time, ladies and gentlemen!
Holiday time, my friends across the Atlantic!. . .
Let me look back—let me see.

How did we spend our summer holidays 25 years ago ?
Why, those were the very days

when the German advance guards were breaking into Belgium,
and trampling down its people on their march towards Paris!

Those were the days when Prussian militarism was,
to quote its own phrase,

"hacking its way through the small, weak, neighbour country"
whose neutrality and independence

they had sworn not merely to respect, but to defend.
And now it is holiday again, and where are we now?
There is a hush over all Europe—nay, over all the world . . .

What kind of a hush is it?
Alas! It is the hush of suspense,

and in many lands it is the hush of fear. Listen!
No, listen carefully!

I think I hear something—yes, there it was quite clear.
Don't you hear it?

It is the tramp of armies crunching the gravel of the parade-grounds,
splashing through rain-soaked fields,

the tramp of two million German soldiers
and more than a million Italians—

"Going on maneuvers"—yes, only on maneuvers
just like last year.

After all - the Dictators must train their soldiers.
They could scarcely do less in common prudence,

when the Danes, the Dutch, the Swiss, the Albanians—
and of course the Jews—

may leap out upon them at any moment,
and rob them of their living-space . . .

Besides, these German and Italian armies
may have another work of Liberation to perform.

It was only in March they freed the Czechoslovak Republic
from the misery of independent existence.

It was only two years ago that Signor Mussolini
gave the ancient kingdom of Abyssinia itsMagna Charta.

It is only two months ago that little Albania
got its writ of Habeas Corpus, and its Bill of Rights . . .

No wonder the armies are tramping on
when there is so much liberation to be done.

And no wonder there is a hush among all the neighbours,
among all the neighbours of Germany and Italy

while they are wondering which one
is going to be liberated next.

-Broadcast to the United States, 8 August 1939
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International Datelines

A SPRING ISSUE IN SPRING?
New Hampshire, 22 May-We don't think
we'll quite get this number out while the
cover date still matches the season. But
we're coming a lot closer than last time,
and hope to regain regular schedule next
issue. Not a soul has complained, for
which our thanks. Bear in mind that, like
all ICS functionaries, the editor serves the
Society in free time, and for a writer, free
time comes in lumps.

DAMAGED COPIES
Canada & UK-We've had a rash (8) of
FH wrappers delivered to members with-
out the issue inside. If yours was so re-
ceived, write us or your nearest ICS office
for a replacement. We think this is due to
an unsealed wrapper. We'll try sealing the
open edge this time, or buy envelopes if
the budget permits. Apologies.

THE HARRIMANS AT HOME
Washington -Honorary Member Gover-
nor W. Averell Harriman and Mrs. Pamela
Harriman, mother of long-time Honor
Mbr. Winston S. Churchill, MP, welcome
readers to their homes in Georgetown (as
well as Virginia and New York) in the
June 1984 issue of Architectural Digest.
The article was written by Governor Harri-
man's long-time friend, William Walton,
and the text is laden with Churchill
references.

In the Harrimans' Georgetown library
we recognized many a familiar title: Chur-
chill's SECOND WORLD WAR and HIS-
TORY OF THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING
PEOPLES; THE PROFESSOR AND THE
PRIME MINISTER by the Earl of Birken-
head; MAN OF THE CENTURY by Har-
rity & Martin; and WINSTON CHUR-
CHILL: AN INTIMATE PORTRAIT by
Lady Violet Bonham-Carter. Mrs. Harri-
man, an avid gardener, likes "to think my
garden is fixed so that if the worst hap-
pened one could be fairly self-sufficient
for food, wood to heat with, and feed for
the animals. Perhaps I belong to a genera-
tion that feels things were safer when you
could light the furnace with kindling,
rather than relying on electricity."

Copies of A.D., for our money the
finest magazine produced in America, are
available for $6 from Architectural Digest
Selections, 8460 Higuera Street, Culver
City, CA 90230.

A QUESTION OF STYLE
New Hampshire-The editorial style of
Finest Hour is inevitably "American,"
not "British." We spell "color" not
"colour," for example, and use double
quotes (") not singles O for primary

quotemarks. We do try to spell quoted
material in its proper "language," and use
British dating ("4 May 1895") which is
less confusing than American. ("4-5-84"
means May 4th in the Commonwealth,
April 5th in the USA!) It's all done for
consistency and our own sanity, and
means no slight to any side. When and if
FH is published in the Commonwealth,
we expect it to be styled the "other way
round."

ERRATA, FH #42
Please note that Mr. Anthony Mon-
tague Browne, CB, DF-C, joined Sir Win-
ston as Private Secretary in 1952, not
1955 as stated on page 9 (Despatch Box).

In the Handbook Supplement, page
2.4, please delete the parenthetic "[Fic-
tion] " from entry f51, CHURCHILL'S
SECRET AGENT. We erroneously were
told this was a work of fiction. Our apol-
ogies to the author and the publishers.

We wish to clarify that the booklet
"Painting as a Pastime" by Edwina Sandys
(page 3) is not the work by WSC of the
same title (Woods A125), but an original
account of his hobby, with illustrations
of the recent USA exhibit.

THE LADY'S (STILL)
NOT FOR TURNING . . .
Great Britain -A poll in the liberal (small
"L") Observer indicates Britons perceive
Margaret Thatcher as the toughest PM
since Sir Winston. The poll also reveals
that the majority feel she is doing a good
job, while still finding her too right-wing
for their taste.

CHURCHILLIAN CHARITY
London - "During WW2, Lord Mancroft
served in the Directorate of Military Oper-
ations, War Office. One of his duties was
to keep the PM's maps up to date at
Number 10. On a day when WSC was
thought at Chequers, Mancroft went to
work on the floor of the Map Room with
crayons and duster, his hat beside him.
Suddenly the Prime Minister appeared.
He paused at the door to the Cabinet
Room, put his hand in his pocket, took
out a penny and without a word tossed
it into Mancroft's hat." (Kenneth Rose in
The Sunday Telegraph, reprinted by
Reader's Digest, 1981. Our thanks to
June Gray, London.)

CHURCHILLIANA FOR TRAVELERS
Sacramento -Eleanor Dalton Newfield
has loaned us the late Dai's marvelous
card file of Churchill memorials and
namesakes worldwide. We have typed it
in uniform style for a possible future
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Handbook supplement. If anyone wishes
a copy of the draft, contact us for more
details. Please note that Roy Morant,
OBE, retiring director of the Churchill
Trust of Australia, hopes to publish a
booklet listing all Churchill monuments.
If you know of any out-of-the-way oddi-
ties, Roy wishes to hear from you. Write
him at 16 Garsia Street, Campbell, ACT,
Australia 2601.

ORWELL ON WSC
New York — It being Orwell's year, we
herewith quote from G. O.'s essay "Prop-
aganda and Demotic Speech," from the
Collected Essays of George Orwell, pub-
lished by Harcourt, Brace & World: "In
modern England the 'educated' upper-
class accent is deadly to any speaker who
is aiming at a large audience . . . Churchill
is only a seeming exception to this rule.
Too old to have acquired the modern
'education' accent he speaks with the
Edwardian upper-class twang which to
the average man's ear sounds like cockney.
Churchill. .. mispronounced 'Nazi' and
'Gestapo' as long as the common people
continued to do so." (Written 1944.)

WAR ROOMS OPEN
London— WSC's underground bunker,
alleged to be sited directly under his
statue on Parliament Square (it's actually
under Great George Street), opened on
6 April after renovation expense of £2
million. The site anticipates 300,000
visitors per year (twice Chartwell).
The opening was attended by ICS Hon.
Member The Lady Soames, Lord Duncan-
Sandys and Lord Geoffrey-Lloyd, along
with the Prime Minister, who had the idea
to open 19 rooms to regular public visits.
Lady Soames, showing guests a fading
sign listing attack procedure, noted, "This
was going to be the last redoubt."

The media as usual is overplaying the
war rooms, variously calling them the
"nerve-center" where WSC directed the
Battle of Britain and slept regularly. In
fact only 115 of the 1125 meetings of
the War Cabinet were held there, and
researchers maintain WSC actually slept
there just three times. Nevertheless, the
War Rooms are a "must" for those visit-
ing London. As Mrs. Thatcher remarked,
"Without the dedication of people-
known and unknown —who worked here,
freedom itself would have died." Still
visible at the conference table are the
words of Queen Victoria, placed by
Churchill: "We do not recognise the
possibilities of defeat. They do not exist."

The War Rooms entrance is at a ser-
pentine of nine low stone walls at the
corner of King Charles Street near Clive
Steps.



AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS NEEDED
Potomac, Md.-T>i. Herbert A. Goldberg
(9306 Kendale Road, Zip Code 20854)
will be giving a ten-lecture course, "Chur-
chill: His Life and Times" at American
University this autumn. Dr. Goldberg is
in need of audio-visual aids, especially
slides, that would help illustrate his sub-
ject. He would greatly appreciate the help
of ICS members.

OSCAR NEMON'S NEW MEMORIAL
Kansas City — "Married Love," a magnifi-
cent 6x12-foot bronze of WSC and CSC
based on the original, much smaller work
for Blenheim Palace, was unveiled here
May 12th by British royal sculptor Oscar
Nemon. The ceremony was attended by
ICS Honorary Members The Duke of
Marlborough and The Lady Soames; also
present were US Ambassador to London,
Charles H. Price II, British Ambassador to
Washington, Sir Oliver Wright, Kansas
City Hon. British Consul, Stanley A.
Hamilton, Edwina Sandys and her son,
Mark Dixon. Bagpipes, outdoor tea, US
and British flags accompanied the dedica-
tion at 11:30 AM. A pushbutton tape of
famous orations by Sir Winston will later
be installed.

Spearheading the drive to raise
$250,000 for the magnificent casting and
related expense were Mr. and Mrs. Miller
Nichols (FH #40, page 3). The Kansas
City chapter of the English-Speaking
Union alone donated $20,000. Important
contributions were also made by Roy
Dotrice's one-man play "Churchill," and
local branches of the Daughters of the
British Empire, the St. Andrew Society
and People to People. After the ceremony,
Mr. and Mrs. Nichols hosted a luncheon
for visitors and guests at the Alameda
Plaza Hotel. The evening before, digni-
taries were honored at a black-tie dinner
at the Kansas City Country Club, spon-
sored by the English-Speaking Union's
local branch.

Despatch Box
Many thanks for your letter and the en-

closed copy of Finest Hour #42, as well as the
extra copy of the Bibliography of works
concerning Sir Winston Churchill.

The Bibliography is an impressive under-
taking, and a most worthwhile one, and I
commend The International Churchill Society
for this important endeavor.

I send you best wishes for continued success,
- W. AverellHarriman, Washington

Thank you for the rush copy of FH #42
with the first Bibliography supplement. The
"Halle" entries should include IRREPRES-
SIBLE CHURCHILL (now out of print, but
there will be a revised edition with about 150
examples that did not make the first two
printings), The World Publishing Company,
Cleveland, 1966 (second printing 1967) and
WINSTON CHURCHILL ON AMERICA AND
BRITAIN, Walker and Company, New York,
1970. Incidentally, my book on his son Ran-
dolph Churchill was published in England under
the title, RANDOLPH CHURCHILL: THE
YOUNG UNPRETENDER, William Heinemann
Ltd., 1971; the American version is THE
GRAND ORIGINAL: PORTRAITS OF RAN-

Finest Hour salutes Mr. and Mrs.
Nichols for their vision and perseverance
in mounting this drive, and Oscar Nemon
for another in a long line of sculpture
which invokes true images of Sir Winston
and Lady Churchill.

WINSTON IS BACK
London-Two granddaughters of WSC,
Celia and Edwina Sandys, are approach-
ing their £500,000 goal for a new West
End musical entitled "Winnie," to be pro-
duced in London this season. The show
celebrates WSC's wartime leadership and
features songs from the period, notably
'The White Cliffs of Dover." Visitors to
London should check October listings.

DOLPH CHURCHILL BY HIS FRIENDS,
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1971.

As for CHURCHILL CLAIRVOYANT, it
has not been exactly completed but will be
shortly, and I will then proceed to find a
publisher.

-Miss Kay Murphy Halle, Washington

Note: Miss Halle's marvelous b'ooks of
annotated Churchill quotes are among the
standard requisites of any well-rounded library.
They have been categorized under Section D(aj
of Woods and will be listed in Section I (Hi) of
Redburn.

While rummaging through a local used book
shop, I acquired four copies of the August 1965
National Geographic, the well-known "Memo-
rial" issue containing articles by Dwight D.
Eisenhower, Howard La Fay and Carolyn
Bennett Patterson. In one instance I was really
lucky as page 198A (a two-sided 33 1/3 rpm
record insert containing excerpts from memoirs
and speeches was still intact. Most dealers in
this area ask only 50^ each or three for a dollar
for recent NGs. I suggest readers look for this
issue at used book stores, garage sales and flea
markets. They may be pleasantly surprised at
how cheaply one can acquire a nice piece of
WSC memorabilia.

-Roger S. Cichorz, Boulder, Colo.

FH #42 is first-rate, particularly "Inside the
Journals" which I hope will continue -though I
recognize full-well writing abstracts takes a lot
of time. Your article "Churchill Library on a
Budget" is excellent, and Redburn's Bibliog-
raphy is impressive.

I saw the Chartwell Edition of THE SECOND
WORLD WAR in New York last December at
$295 and, tempted tho' I was, decided not to
purchase just then. Am glad I waited! I've indi-
cated to BOMC that I want to join, and hope to
hear soon. I do wonder if BOMC's Chartwell
Edition is exactly the same as the $295 H-M:
usually BOMC brings out their editions in a
cheaper format that looks exactly like the more
expensive trade editions.

Were some of the Library of Imperial His-
tory volumes really edited and "not true texts"?
I have the set, and nowhere in Woods' notes to
each volume does he indicate that editing has
been done. While I realize the set's limitations,
I am still glad I have it. And the accompanying
COLLECTED ESSAYS (4 Vols) is really unique
and worth having.

—John David Marshall, Murfreesboro TN



Churchill
on Stamps (1)
The Designing of a Collection

BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

PART 1: PRELIMINARIES
After a gestation period which rivals that of a bronto-

saurus, the editor has finally responded to those who've
asked for more Churchill stamp album layouts in FH—by
illustrating his own! There was no point in waiting to finish
it. But the presence of quarterly deadlines will hopefully
force me to keep putting together pages for which I've long
had the makings. Of course you never complete a "C-R"
collection: those stamps which do not illustrate WSC but
pertain to him are legion. That's part of the challenge. C-Rs
are usually cheap; rarely are they part of a "wallpaper" set,
designed specifically to fleece collectors. Most often they
served legitimate postal needs. Quite a few are classic de-
signs—fine engravings we just don't see anymore in an age
of four-color lithography. I like collecting Churchill topicals
-bu t C-Rs are the heart of the thing for me.

Right: As a frontispiece I chose the Art Craft maxicard,
a portrait of WSC I've always liked, and combined it with
Maxwell Anderson's moving poem (see also FH #=39,
page 3). The Austrian Lions stamp and cancellation are
incidental, and ought to be replaced by something cleaner
which does not conflict with the facsimile signature. The
introduction explains that APS "Black Blot" Churchill
topicals are represented, but only in their original perforate
condition. It is illustrated with Sharjah Minkus #413.

Page opposite, left column: The contents page breaks
down the collection into four periods: YOUTH 1874-1901
(represented by Nicaragua Scott #C587/SG #1559);
ASCENDANCY 1901-1940 (Aitutaki Scott #111/SG
#137); APOGEE 1940-1945 (Uruguay Scott #782/SG
#1283); and VALEDICTION 1945 -1965 (Penrhyn Islands
Scott #71/SG #77). This is not a good breakdown-
"Youth" is too short, "Ascendancy" far too long, and the
"Appendix" is huge—but because I started with it in 1968,
I've stayed with it. For similar reasons I've stayed with an
old fabric ribbon typewriter, though I'd strongly recom-
mend carbon ribbon electric to anyone just starting out.
Below: this is one of the most effective pages. It introduces
the Lord Randolph Churchills with St. Christiopher-Nevis-
Anguilla's souvenir sheet, Scott #293a, SG #MS311-the
only postal emission showing Lord and Lady Randolph.
WSC's parents are indicated with black rules.

Page opposite, right column: The Coat of Arms back-
ground continues with Haiti's Arms designs from its 1968
souvenir sheets, Scott #C323/SG #1123, perf and imperf.
An extra 3G stamp was taken from a third sheet. Below:

Arms description begins with Cayman Islands
Scott #353/SG #381 and Falklands souvenir sheet Scott
#236a/SG #MS306.

Incidentally, the format you see here is repeated through-
out: main subject paragraph with title on top, stamps under-
neath, brief notes on the stamps shown behind the margin
at left. I've found this layout design most flexible and
effective over the years.

When In the evening
The Black Wash

came round the Island
In an evil flood,
"Why do we stand?"
"What out of all is secure?"
"What work is not worn down—

is not made sand?"
Then your voice spoke
Out of the heart

of another Century,
Reiterating England.

There in darkness,
There in a wash of lies
That eats like acid

at the feet of men;
When men said

to each other:
"There is no answer."
You spoke for Trafalgar
And for the sombre lions

in the Square.

--Maxwell Anderson

SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL

PREFACE

Churchill and Churchill-related stamps and covers are herein
arranged to trace the life story of Sir Winston, and the
eulogies which followed his passing. Biographical correctness
made it desirable to break up commemorative sets which used
subjects from different periods. Continuity, in this case,
has outweighed the normal philatelic practice of grouping
stamps chronologically by the set. Where sets contained
subjects of a more general or timeless nature, they were
kept Intact or were used on contiguous pages.

APS BLACK BLOTS

The Churchill topic was heavily exploited between 1965 and
197't by the usual postal authorities, though it must be
admitted that certain exploitlve "3tamps" were well designed
and used unique subject matter. However, APS "Black Blot
Issues contained herein are generally limited to the
original, perforated examples, which may have had a degree
of postal validity. Subsequent unrelated overprints, souvenir
sheets, imperforates, intentional errors and contrivances were
omitted, though a few original souvenir sheets were included.

LOCALS

All local post stamps, including those which served genuine
postal functions, are contained within Appendix k. Among
these, Herm, Lundy, ans possibly Gugh Island are recognized
as having served legitimate postal needs. In addition, the
parcel delivery locals of Alderney and Sark served to pay
for a type of mail. Other locals are probably of doubtful
validity, and no attempt has been made at completeness.
Following the rule applied to APS Black Blots, these have
usually been restricted to original designs.



TABLE OP

YOUTH
1874-1901

At Blenheim Palace; school days;
Army service at home and abroad;
visits to Cuba, the U.S., Egypt,
India, Africa; the Boer War; the
escape into fame; the first election.

ASCENDANCY
1901-1940

Early speeches; a change of party)
marriage; First Lord of the
Admiralty; readying the fleet;
Gallipoli; defeat; seclusion; the
rise of Hitler; the warnings; war.

APOQEE
1940-1945

Summoned by the King; the new
Prime Minister; the rape of
Europe; 'Blood, Toil, Tears and
Sweat;' forging the Alliance; FDR
and Stalin; victory and defeat.

VALEDICTION
1945-1965

Leader of the Opposition; the
Iron Curtain speech; Prime
Minister again; NATO and the UN;
Suez; decline; retirement and
death; the funeral; the eulogies.

APPENDIX
Orders, Honors and Medals;
Written Works; Paintings;
Spurious Churchill labels.

THE ARMS OF SPENCER-CHURCHILL (II)

Winston's Coat of Arms dated to 1817, when the Churchill and
Spencer Arms were combined. Crests were a lion (Churchill) and
a griffin (Spencer). The Churchill Arms are in the first and
fourth quarters. The motto "Fiel Pero Desdichado" (Faithful
but Unfortunate) was taken by the first Winston Churchill after
what he felt was ungrateful treatment by Charles II.

While the
Churchill
motto is
Spanish, the
inner shield
is encircled
by the Bri-
tish motto
"Honl Solt
ftui Mai y
Pense" (Evil
to Him Who
Evil Thinks.)

YOUTH

LORD RANDOLPH AND LADY CHURCHILL

Lord Randolph Henry Spencer-Churchill (1849-1895) was the third
son, and second surviving son, of the Seventh Duke of Marl-
borough. He was MP for Woodstock, 1874-75, and for Paddlngton,
1885-95; Secretary of State for India, 1885-86; and Chancellor
of the Exchequer and Leader of the House of Commons from July
to December 1886. Lady Randolph (1854-1921), the former Jenny
Jerome, was the second daughter of Leonard Jerome of New York
City. In 1900 Jenny married Captain Oeorge Cornwallis-West.
Following a divorce in 1913, she married Montagu Porch.

t'ENl F\ MW ot the BIKTH ,'
rtfeir WINS ION CHURCkllLLJI

YOUTH

THE ARMS OF SPENCER-CHURCHILL (I)

The first Sir Winston Churchill (c.1620-1688), father of John
Churchill, First Duke of Marlborough, could trace his "Lyon
Rampant, Argent upon a Sable Coat" to Richard de Leon, Lord
of Courcelle, who came to England with William the Conqueror
in 1066. The Spencers, who had been known since the 1200s,
were united to the Churchills In 1698, when the First Duke's
daughter Anne married Charles Spencer, Earl of Sunderland.

In these issue;
from Falkland
and Cayman
Islands, the
Churchill arms
may be seen in
the first and
fourth quarter]
of the Coat of
Arms

I

"Jenny"
Lady
Randolph
Spencer-
Churchill



The Siege of Sidney Street
A Bizarre Escapade of Churchill Derring-Do

WITH A BOOK REVIEW BY STANLEY E. SMITH

ON 16 DECEMBER 1910, a resident of Sidney Street in
London's East End heard mysterious hammering noises at a
house nearby and notified the Police. This was the beginning of
a bizarre incident in which the Home Secretary, Winston S.
Churchill, would take a direct hand—incurring no little criticism
and ridicule at the time, and for years afterward. It was, like
several other Churchillian escapades, only partly understood and
greatly misinterpreted. Nevertheless, it makes for an exciting
story.

The most thorough account of "The Siege of Sidney Street"
and the events leading up to it is a book by that title written by
Donald Rumbelow*, a City of London policeman. Rumbelow
gives detailed accounts of the gang of refugees from Russian
Latvia who were responsible for this and other sensational
crimes in London during 1909-1911. There was the "Totten-
ham Outrage" of 1909, the Houndsditch murders of 1910, and
the famous gun battle on New Year's Day 1911, around the
Sidney Street house in which two of the gang's members were
barricades.

The story began with the "Tottenham Outrage." On 23 Jan-
uary 1909, two Latvian refugees of London's East End assaulted
a messenger carrying the wages for a local rubber factory. In
the course of the struggle shots were fired and overheard at a
nearby police station. A police chase ensued, the armed robbers
enjoying a substantial advantage initially, as the use of firearms
by police or criminals was then virtually unknown. The police
hastened to arm themselves, however, and ran the criminals to
earth after a six-mile pursuit in which two people were killed
and 27 injured.

Rumbelow describes the Latvian refugee society in London's
East End, of which the robbers were part. Many Latvians had
fled to London following the suppression of the revolt in their
country in 1905. There they continued revolutionary and propa-
gandist activity, staying in funds largely through "expropria-
tions," their euphemism for what we today call "ripping off."
Several of these refugees, in the course of transient existences,
formed a loose association under the leadership of "Peter the
Painter," an historically controversial and possibly fictitious
man whom Rumbelow identifies as Peter Piaktow. Churchill
himself later described 'Teter the Painter" as "one of those wild
beasts who, in later years, amid the convulsions of the Great
War, were to devour and ravage the Russian State and people"
(THOUGHTS AND ADVENTURES/AMID THESE STORMS,
1932, Woods A39).

The complex welter of aliases used by the gang members
reflects credit on Rumbelow's careful research. The principal
members were Jacob Fogel (or Jan Sprohe), William Sokolow
(or Joseph), Fritz Svaars, Mouremtzoff (or George Gardstein),
Nina Vassilleva (Gardstein's mistress), Luba Milstein (Svaars'
mistress), Jacob Peters, Max Smoller (or Joseph Levi), and Piak-
tow. Together they made plans to rob the safe of a jeweller's
shop in Houndsditch by renting an adjacent building and tunnel-
ling through.

On the evening of 16 December 1910, a neighbor heard the

*THE SIEGE OF SIDNEY STREET: THE TRUE STORY OF WINSTON
CHURCHILL AND THE ANARCHIST REBELLION OF 1911, by
Donald Rumbelow. Macmillan, London and St. Martin's Press, New
York, 1973, 187 pages. Three copies available from the Churchill Book
Club; eight are available from the Churchilliana Co. All cost $8 ppd.

WSC in the Battle Zone. From a set of five c.1910 postcards by Valen-
tine 's, collection Frank Ely. The cards are for sale: see opposite.

hammering caused by the tunnelling and advised the police.
Several unarmed constables responded. One, Bentley, entered
the building rented by the gang and was fatally shot. In an
ensuing battle on the street, Constables Strongman, Choat and
Tucker were killed by gunfire, and Gardstein was accidentally
shot and mortally wounded. Peters, Vassilleva, and a hired lock-
smith named Dubof escaped, dragging Gardstein along, and
finally made their way to Svaars' room. There Gardstein, tended
by a peripheral and tragic member of the gang, SaraTrassjonsky,
was left to die.

The murders of the policemen sparked outrage throughout
Britain. With the help of evidence in Gardstein's room and a
few informants, London police captured several gang members
over the next few weeks. On New Year's Day, 1911, an infor-
mant whom Rumbelow believes was "almost certainly" Charles
Perelman, the gang's former landlord, told police that two mem-
bers of the gang were hiding at 100 Sidney Street. This set the
stage for the famous Siege.

Rumors that the two were preparing to change lodgings
spurred the police to organize a force to capture the criminals in
the teeth of expected fierce resistance. By two o'clock in the
morning of January 3, two hundred men had cordoned off
the block. Armed officers were posted in shops and buildings
surrounding the house of refuge.

Daylight brought the start of the battle. The superiority of
the weapons of the besieged quickly became apparent, and their
supply of ammunition seemed inexhaustible. A call went out for
troops from the Tower of London—a call that reached Home
Secretary Churchill in his morning bath. Dripping wet, Churchill
hurried to the telephone and granted permission to use whatever
force was necessary. Once dressed, he went to the Home Office
for more news, but found little.



"In these circumstances," wrote Churchill later, "I thought it
my duty to see what was going on myself, and my advisers con-
curred in the propriety of such a step. I must, however, admit
that convictions of duty were supported by a strong sense of
curiosity which perhaps it would have been well to keep in
check."

On to Sidney Street he went! Crowds had gathered behind
the cordon lines by the time WSC arrived. There were several

Scots Guards firing; No. 100 ablaze. For details on the postcards please
write Mr. Frank Ely, 19 North Street, Livonia, New York 14487.

cries of "'Oo let 'em in?", referring to the Liberal Government's
lenient immigration policies. Churchill's party made its way to
the neighborhood of the besieged house, where the Home Secre-
tary, wearing a top hat and fur-collared overcoat, viewed the
action.

The gunfire continued its fierce reverberations. A company
of Scots Guards from the Town occupied a building behind
#100 and riddled the upper floors of the house with bullets.
Amazingly, but in good British fashion, everyday life went on
as normal nearby, and a postman actually made his rounds a few
houses away.

Churchill now found himself in an embarrassing position.
He had no wish to assume personal command of operations at
the scene, but his high office inevitably attracted responsibility.
"I saw now," he wrote, "that I should have done better to
have remained quietly in my office. On the other hand, it
was impossible to get into one's car and drive away while
matters stood in such great uncertainty, and moreover were
extremely interesting."

As usual, Churchill was full of ideas. He suggested dragging
up heavy artillery batteries; or storming the house from several
directions simultaneously; or advancing up the staircase behind
a steel shield. A search for such a shield was begun in nearby
foundries. An unexpected solution, however, soon presented
itself. Wisps of smoke began drifting from the upper windows,
and soon the top floor was ablaze. Slowly the conflagration
made its way down to the lower levels, driving the gunmen
before it.

The presence of the Home Secretary now became very useful.
A fire brigade, determined to do its duty as it saw it, rushed up
to the police barricades and demanded to be allowed through to
extinguish the flames. The police refused to accommodate

them, and a heated argument ensued. Churchill intervened
and forebade the fire brigade to approach the house. But he
enjoined them to stand by should the fire threaten to spread
to adjacent buildings.

The crisis, however, was now past. The fire engulfed the
ground floor, the ceiling and upper floors collapsed, and the
existence of life in what was left of the building clearly became
impossible. Scores of guns were trained on the front door,
which never opened. At last, the police lines dissolved, the fire
brigade was unleashed, and the Home Secretary went home. The
charred bodies of Svaars and Joseph were recovered.

Over the next several weeks, Churchill was hooted and jeered
for the personal part he took in the Siege. In Parliament, Arthur
Balfour said: "We are concerned to observe photographs in the
illustrated newspapers of the Home Secretary in the danger-zone.
I understand what the photographer was doing, but why the
Home Secretary?"

Did Churchill act improperly in going to the scene? Churchill
himself afterwards believed so, and called Balfour's comment
"not altogether unjust." Rumbelow indicates agreement without
discussing the question at any length. They are probably right,
on the general principle that those in high command should
remain at the nerve centers of control and communication
rather than direct events at the front. In this instance, however,
certainly no great harm was done by Churchill's appearance at
Sidney Street, and he may have saved the lives of several.

His motives need particular exoneration. He was accused, at
the time of grandstanding, or "playing to the gallery." Certainly
Churchill never lacked a sense of the dramatic. His impulse,
though, was not one of publicity but rather a strong, genuine
curiosity and desire to see the action firsthand. Though still
young, he was an old campaigner and war correspondent. After
more than a decade away from fields of martial strife, he must
have found the attraction of a gunbattle in the heart of London
irresistible. It is delightful to observe that the same impulse
nearly prompted him many years later to accompany Allied
liberating forces across the Channel on D-Day, an action from
which he was barely dissuaded only at the last moment.

The trial of the remaining gang members implicated in the
Houndsditch murders, described well and in detail by Rum-
below, was shambles for the prosecution. The case of Mr.
Bodkin, the chief prosecutor, rested on the premise that the
dead Gardstein had shot Bentley. Rumbelow makes a convincing
circumstantial argument that the real killer was Jacob Peters. As
a result of Bodkin's fumblings and a series of curious judicial
rulings, the prosecution's case crumbled to pieces and those on
trial were released. Peters returned to Russia and, after 1917,
rose high in the murderous circles of the Bolshevik government
before apparently falling in the purges of the late 1930s.

Rumbelow's book is an exellent, carefully-presented work
of a minor but fascinating incident in the career of WSC.

Editor's footnote: As a fourth-generation part-Latvian, I
think it worth observing that Latvia did get its independence
f rom Ru s s i a i n 1 9 1 8 (o n l y t Q h a y e i { q u a s h e d a g a h l j v i a t h e

Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact, in 1940)-and that when it did, it
established a parliamentary democracy. Nevertheless, it is true
that some of Lenin's most ardent supporters were Latvians
(Letts), and indeed that his tenuous hold on the Moscow
S°vernment in 1918 was largely due to a Latvian regiment. I
should also mention that the name "Piaktow" isn't Latvian.
*ne only two mentioned that are are Svaars and Peters.

A further footnote is amusing to recall. According to Martin
Gilberts biography, Churchill's secretary Charles Masterman
was horrified that the Home Secretary should have personally
attended the "siege." When WSC got back to the Home Office
Masterman sternly accosted him: "What have you been doing'
Winston?" Churchill was still so invigorated by the excitement
•. a t , *e f o r S o t his usually well-disguised lisp: "Now Charleth
don t be croth; it wath such fun!"



Woods Corner

Good news! Mr. Robert Cross of St. Paul's Bibliographies,
Winchester, Hants., confirms that a new edition of Woods'
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WORKS OF SIR WINSTON CHUR-
CHILL will be published in 1986. Mr. Cross has asked ICS to
assist in updating the new edition. We're beginning now.

The following are notes and corrections to Woods Section
A, culled from old Churchilliana Co. bulletins, plus fresh entries
by L. L. Thomas, Mat Fox, Ronald Cohen, Jim Meriwether,
Bart Watt and others. There are undoubtedly more, so please
send your notes/observations to the editor.

A2(a) THE RIVER WAR (1st Eng Edn): Half the copies
examined contain 32 pages of adverts some lacking pp 7/8 in
the back, not mentioned by Woods. (Two states?)

A2(b) THE RIVER WAR (Rev. 1-Vol Edn): There are at
least two impressions; the second so states on the title page.
Also, this copy's half-title verso contains a boxed advert for
MALAKAND and SAVROLA, and contains 32 pages of adverts
in the back, as per A2(a) entries above.

A3(a) SAVROLA (1st Am Edn): Date in Woods apparently
wrong: RIC has 2nd impsn dated 'January 1900.'

A3(e) SAVROLA (2nd Am Edn): The date of the new Fore-
word is 20 January 1955, not 1965 as per Woods.

A3(?) SAVROLA (Canadian Edn): Published by Copp,
Clark, Toronto, possibly using Colonial Edn sheets (RIC).

A3(?) SAVROLA (French Edn): FBW reports this as pub-
lished in Monaco in 1950: large format, limited edn with full
color illustrations. FBW's copy has an extra set of illustrations
in B&W and was located in Paris. Another copy, owned by
HAC, is fully bound, but FBW's is in its original box unbound
as printed. Illustrations by Andre Collor.

A4(?) LONDON TO LADYSMITH (Canadian): Copp, Clark,
Toronto, published in both boards and wrappers. Both have
crossed White Ensign (left) and Union Flag. Page count 496, not
498 and no adverts appear. Maps face pp 364 & 444. Seems
identical to the American edn in these respects.

A4(?) LONDON TO LADYSMITH: New edition, Durban-
Griggs-1982.

A5 IAN HAMILTON'S MARCH (Canadian): Published by
Copp, Clark, Toronto, in both boards and wrappers. More data
needed.

"A6(c)" MR. BRODRICK'S ARMY (1st Am Edn): Published
by Churchilliana Company, Sacramento, Calif. 1977.

"A9(b)" FOR FREE TRADE (1st Am Edn): Published by
Churchilliana Company, Sacramento, Calif. 1977.

A12 MY AFRICAN JOURNEY (1st Eng Edn): A later im-
pression contains no adverts. (Second state of first edition?)

A12(?) M.A.J. (1st Cheap Edn?): RIC reports 1908 edition
in orange cards, using "rhino" cover motif as per English edn.
Same size and page count, unknown by either HAC or Woods.
Info needed.

A12(?) M.A.J. (1st Am Edn): Published by George H.Doran,
not Doubleday, Doran; carries Hodder & Stoughton letters on
spine (Did H&S bind, print it for Doran? It may be Doran's first
title.) No adverts. Otherwise identical to H&S English edn.

A12(?) M.A.J. (1st Can Edn): Published by William Briggs,
Toronto 1908. No adverts. Carries Briggs title page cancel.

A12(?) M.A.J. (Modern edns): RIC reports an Icon paper-
back, 1964, and a New English Library edn in cards, London
1972.

"A15(a)" LIBERALISM AND THE SOCIAL PROBLEM
(2nd Eng Edn): Appears same as A15, but still carries date
'MCMIX.' Since A15 appeared on 26 November 1909, 2nd edn
seems to follow awfully fast.

"A15(b)" LIBERALISM (2nd Am Edn): Haskell House
1970, USA.

"A16(a)" THE PEOPLE'S RIGHTS: In addition to further
describing English edns, we should list the 1970 reprints by
Jonathan Cape, London, and Taplinger, New York, with a new
introduction by Cameron Hazlehurst.

A31 THE WORLD CRISIS: We suggest numeration be re-
fined, with English, American, Canadian and foreign editions
given separate designations. Likewise THE GREAT WAR
(Newnes, 1934), which was bound in boards (3 Vols) after pub-
lication, should be listed separately; it was an abridged form.
N.B.: There were at least two editions of THE GREAT WAR, in
blue and red boards. Also, the third volume, blue-bound, used
both Arabic and Roman numerals on the spine, but no other
differences have been found.

English Edns: Volume I second impression indicates April,,
not 3 May 1923 as in Woods. FBW has noticed that Woods does
not report an errata slip in front of the half title of Vol 3 Part 2,
nor a folding map on page 536. Canadian Edn: We have seen
Volume III, two parts boxed, published by Macmillan, Toronto.
More data requested. Italian Edn: CRISI MONDIALE, Vols 1/2
published by Roma Poligrafica, 1929-30; Vols 3/4 published by
Livorno Tipo-Lithografia della R. Academia Navale, 1930-31.
(Did they also publish Vol 5?) Reported by RIC.

A31(b) WORLD CRISIS ABRIDGED: NY Times reported
the American edn was the true first, published 7 Feb vs. 26 Feb
for English. Canadian Edn: Macmillan, Toronto, 1931, bound
in blue buckram.

LEFT, the hardbound version of
Ian Hamilton's March, first Canadian

Edition, collection the editor.
BELOW, the two states of the first
English My Early Life, collections
W.H. Johnson and the editor. Mr.

Johnson's example (left) has smooth
cloth and two-line title & byline; the
editor's has rougher woven cloth and

single-line title & byline. Obviously
some sheets were not bound and

when they were a different form was
used. But which was first?

A37 MY EARLY LIFE: For details on various editions see
FH #41 page 13 and FH #42 page 9. Note photo of two states
of A37(a). Canadian Edn: Published by Reprint Society of
Canada, Montreal, 1948. Danish Edn: Published by Hasselbalch
Copenhagen, 1945 as DE UNGE AAR.

A39(a) THOUGHTS AND ADVENTURES: Woods' dates
for first and second English impressions can't both be right (see
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