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IMMORTAL WORDS: TO THE CANADIAN PEOPLE

Totyrantsand gangstersit must seemstrange
that Canada, freefromall compulsion or pressure,
so many thousands of miles away,
should hasten forward into the van of the battle
against the evil forces of the world.
These wicked men cannot under stand
the deep currents of loyalty and tradition
that flow between the different self-governing nations
of the British Empire.
The people of Great Britain are proud of thefact
That the liberty of thought and action they have won
in the course of their long, romantic history
should have taken root throughout the length and breadth
of a vast continent, from Halifax to Victoria.
But the Canadians, arethe heirsof another tradition:
Thetrue tradition of France,
atradition of valour and faith which they keep alive
in these dark days,
and which we are confident
will intheend bring back againto life Franceitself.
Canada hasgiven abundant proofsof her purpose.
Canadiantroopsarebecoming afamiliar sight
inthetownsand villages of England.
| have met many men of the Canadian forces,
and | have never seen afiner body of troops.
It has not fallen to them as yet to be engaged . . .
[But] when the test comes, and if the test comes—and come it may—
| know they will prove that they are worthy sons
of those who stormed the Vimy Ridge 24 years ago.
| speak to you this afternoon from No. 10 Downing Street,
herein the capital and the governing centre
of this battered but indomitable city and island.
Our people have been through much in the last few months.
They have lear ned much—and some things they will never forget.
But above all they have |earned their own strength.
They havetested their resolve under heavy hardship and danger.
None of them, none of us, doubts that together,
with the whole Empire together,
with the Old World and the New World together-
No one doubts that we can or that we shall see it through;
and that when at length we march again
back into the light of happier and easier days,
Canadawill play her part
in laying the foundations of a wider and a better world.
Broadcast to Canada, London, 1 June 1941
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'I nternational Datelines

TRUE COMPANIONS

One of the joys of the Companion
Volumes to the Officid Biography is
their spontaneity. Reading that Churchill
was a friend of Chicago Tribune publisher
Col. Robert McCormick (Architectural
Digest, August 1984) | looked for corres-
pondence in the Companions. | found it,
and it wes agem:

"Dear Churchill,

"There was | in anarmchair by thefire,
with a glass of gingerale and orange juice
on the table, and the Life of the Duke of
Marlborough in my hands, looking for-
ward to a voyage into the romantic and
glorious past. .. and somebody brings
in a package that, opened up, turns out
to be GREAT CONTEMPORARIES. .

"History was forgotten while | met
your friends and some of my acquain-
tances.

"The evening was just as well spent
and | sill have Marlborough to look for-
ward to.

"The inscribed Churchilliana are of
great sentimental vaue to me, and in
years to come, when you and | are using
clouds as hals, and harps as mallets,
they will probably make some book
dedler independently rich.

"I hope the Christmas season will
bring you what cheer and comfort it can
in this lunatic world.

—Yours sincerely,
Robert McCormick"
18 November 1937

(In a footnote, Martin Gilbert states
that in 1982 an inscribed Marlborough
would realize £250-300, and an inscribed
Great Contemporaries £175-200, more if
the inscription was "particularly inter-
esting or personal,")

WILKIE IS BACK

Chicago—A membership application
that pricked our interest did in from
Dave Wilkie recently, and we wrote to ask
if it was the same Dave who was one of
the early members of the old WSC Study
Unit. We used to have trouble getting
Finest Hour to Dave then, as he lived in

“Iran. Sure enough it was our friend, with

quite a story to tell: "I left Iran in 1972
for Buenos Aires as president of Amoco
Argentine Qil. | was kidnapped by terror-
ists in October 1973, returned to Chicago
on escape, went to Cairo in May 1975 and
stayed for eight years, returning to
Chicago last September. I've neglected my
collecting. [Can't imagine why, Dave] At
amost 59 I'm getting a hit long in the
tooth to go overseas again so will prob-
ably fight the paperwork here. I've
lived and worked 3IV2 years in South
America, Iran and Egypt. Nice to hear

from you. Put me on the rolls again."
Welcome back, Dave.

CHURCHILL JR. HIGH

Salt Lake City-Art Whitehead never
misses a C-rdaed happening, so he
stopped short east of his home a a
building labeled "Churchill Jr. High
School." Was it WSC? "I knew as soon as
| entered the lobby, as there's avery large
(10-12' long) oil painting. | sought the
Principal (there's a 16x20 framed photo
of WSC outside his office), and we had a
nice visit. | told him about ICS, which he
didn't know about. He sad when the
school was built they were going to name
it something like "East Canyon," but
someone suggested a name that was digni-
fied and had some meaning. They picked
Churchill—everyone was in favor. The ail
painting was done by one Mary Gibson in
1975."

LORD ROBBINS
London -One of the most distinguished

British economists of the 20th century

died May 15th, aged 85. Lord Robbins
directed the powerful Economic Section
of Churchill's cabinet in World War I1. In
the 1960s he headed a government com-
mittee responsible for expanding higher
education in the UK. Lionel Robbins
sarved as an artillery officer in WW1 and
graduated from the London School of
Economics in 1963. He was a professor
of economics from 1929 until his retire-
ment in 1961.

"FOR FREE TRADE"
SELLS FOR $2400

Boston —One of WSC's two scarcest
books, For Free Trade (Woods A9) was
acquired in June by a prominent ICS
member. The volume, encased in a well-
made custom clamshel box, was in very
good condition for this title, the main
flaws being a detached top wrapper and a
few spine chips. Our member had sold a
1955 Triumph TR2just before hearing of
the book, which "considerably cushioned
the shock." We have it on good authority
that he's still seeing colored pinwheels
before his eyes, however.

HUMES CHURCHILL ON PBS
Philadephia—"Study history, study
history," Winston Churchill admonished
an 18-year-ald visitor, James C. Humes, in
1953. The youngster did just that,
becoming a speechwriter for three Presi-
dents and the author of 10 books, one on
WSC himsdf. Humes' uncanny ability to
impersonate Churchill came to the atten-
tion of David Susskind, whose company
recently taped Humes in "Winston

Churchill: A One-Man Show" for PBSTV °

3

this autumn. Present at the taping was
Edwina Sandys, WSC's granddaughter,
who was glad Humes evoked the Great
Man's sense of humor. Says Humes:
"Mogt people think of Churchill as the
glowering bulldog. | wanted to bring in
the little boy." - TV Guide, 2 June 84

THE CANADA NUMBER
OF FINEST HOUR

This issue is dedicated to our Canadian
members, over 200 of them now, who
have made Canada, relative to her popula-
tion, the best represented among the five
great English-speaking nations in ICS.
Two fine articles follow on Churchill and
Canada; we have excerpted Sir Winston's
own comments on Canada; our philatelic
column dwells on Canadian subjects; and
we've even found a Trudeau cartoon with
a Churchillian setting!

| last crossed into Canada in 1979,
with two English friends from London
whom wed taken to see Niagara Falls.
Identifying ourselves as Americans, we
were about to be waved through as usual,
when the officer asked where the folksin
back were from. "London," Vaerie Brown
piped up pleasantly. "London where?",
asked the Canadian in uniform. "Is there
any other London?", she replied inno-
pe?tly in her best West End accent. (There
is.

The officer cracked a smile, but he had
to delay us while British passports were
stamped by Immigration (and, no doubt,
Vaerie was shown a map of Ontario.) It
struck me later: two subjects of Great
Britain, the mother country, had formally
to clear Immigration, while Americans
and Canadians hopped back and forth
across the border like commuters—which
indeed some of them were!

The ups and downs of a turbulent age
aside, Canadians and Americans still ook
upon each other as family. Like family,
we argue and criticize each other. But we
are still kin. A nation of 24 millions can
fed crowded next to one of 225 millions,
even when it spans 230,000 more square
miles; its neighbor can cavil when its well-
meant decisions are criticized by those
other folks on the continent. But through
it dl and the two greatest cataclysms in
history remains a sense of brotherhood
unique on such a scale. And on the eve of
the millenium Churchill's words still ring
true: that "there are no limits to the
majestic  future which lies before the
mighty expanse of Canada, ‘with its
virile, aspiring, cultured and generous-
hearted - people . .. Canada is the vita
link in the English-speaking world."

-RML



FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR 1983

United States:

Income

brt. fwd Sl 306.83

memberships 3970.75

donations 441.00

sdes 1011.82

interest 51.63
S5475.20

Closingbalance . . ... .. B

Canada (CanS):

Income

brt. fwd. S 502.05

memberships 864.00

donations 200.00

USA transfer 41.50

sdes 11.00

interest 33.76
S1652.37

Closingbalance .. ...................

Great Britain (£):

Income

brt. fwd. £239.88

memberships 430.00

donations 65.00
£734.88

Closingbalance . ....................

Augtrdia (Auss$):

Income: Ex

brt. fwd. S 68.04

memberships 206.00

donations 12.00
S286.04

Expenses
printing
postage
medallions
cover #21

bank chgs.
misc.

J0-2T] 22

Expenses
Stationery
exhibit
postage
telephone

$783.60

Expenses
AGM 1983
applications
trnsfi-USA
bank chgs.

£304.92

Expenses:

postage

$3308.34
826.40

123.00
170.00

1151
11556

$4554.81

$666.49
39.16

135.04
28.08

$868.77

£ 95.87
31.09
300.00
3.00

£429.96

$18.97

S18.97

Numerous cigarette and trade cards have been issued picturing WSC. These, from the collection
of L.L. Thomas of Surrey, all contain brief biographies onthereverse. Top row L to R: Ogden 's
Tab Cigarettes ¢. 1900; British/American Tobacco Co Ltd. 1914/15, No. 3 of 50 'Britain's
Defenders’; Major Drapkin & Co. 1916, 'Celebrities of the Great War'; Carreras Ltd. 1926,
‘Famous Escapes No. 1 of 25; John Player & Son, 1926, 'Sraight Line Caricatures No. 14 of
50. Lower row L to R: Carreras Ltd. 1929, '‘Notable M.P.s, No. 2 of 50; J. Millhoff & Co Ltd.-
1930, ‘'In the Public Eye', No. 12 of 36; Godfrey Phillips 1932, 'Personalities of Today', No. 5
of 25 caricatures; Godfrey Phillips 1935, 'In the Public Eye', No. 53 of 54; Ardath Tobacco Co

1937, '"Empire Personalities, No. 11 of 50.
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Riddles,
Mysteries,
Enigmas

(Q) Did Churchill ever meet Generd
Patton?

(A) Yes, at Casablanca, where they shared
several dinners. After one, where he'd
kept Patton up very late telling stories,
WSC returned alone to his quarters near
the Anfa Hotel. He had insisted nobody
accompany him as it was only 3 AM and
he wished to walk. Near the hotel he was
halted by an American sentry, a farm boy
from North Carolina, who challenged the
Prime Minister and then called: "Corporal
of the Guard! | have a fellow down here
who claims he's the Prime Minister of
Great Britain. | think heisa goddamliar. ™
The Corporal of the Guard arrived and
recognized Mr. Churchill. The incident
pleased WSC greatly, for he told it after-
wards on many occasions. Our informa-
tion is from Portrait of Patton by Harry
H. Semmes, New York: Appleton-Cen-
tury-Crofts 1955.

(Q) | have a Mauretanian stamp in an
envelope marked "CRs to mount," but
I'm stumped asto how it can be Churchill-
related, it depicts Egyptian monuments
in flood danger. [See illustration.]
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(A) WSC wrote in 1900 that the Aswan
dam had given up much effectiveness to
save the Temple of Philae (far right on
stamp). See FH f29. Dal New field's
interesting comments on this subject
will be reprinted-next issue.

EN GARDE, FRANCAIS!

London—Sr Winston once described
himsalf to a rather startled Frenchman as
"un frére an€ de la Trinité," when what
he meant was that he wes an Elder
Brother of Trinity House, the organiza-
tion responsible for lighthouses and pilots
in British coastal waters. No wonder WSC
usually prefaced his broadcasts in their
own language to the French with a well-
placed, "En garde. Churchill parle Fran-
cias!" -James Bell




Despatch
Box

MILITARY (T)ISSUE

Have you heard the anecdote about
the Royal Navy and toilet paper? [No!
Herewith, we pass it on!-Ed.] Appar-
ently, in 1939 a House of Commons
Committee came across the anomaly of
certain Defence accounts in Nava (as

opposed to Army and RAF) supplies. .

Royal Navy toilet paper was haf an inch
wider! The Lords of the Admiralty stuck
to their guns-after al, they were the
Senior Service. After alot of angry memos
the matter was brought to WSC's atten-
tion. He dedlt with the problem, which
was getting out of hand, in typical fash-
ion. He sent a memo to the Treasury set-
tling the affar. The Navy was to keep
its larger paper, "necessary to dlow for
the roll of the ship." Does make one
wonder if the Royal Marineshad the same
privilege, or whether there was discrimi-
nation? Possibly apocryphal, but it sounds
good anyway.

-Dr. J. R Loudon, Johannesburg, RSA

REBUTTALS REQUESTED

While WSC is my favorite British PM,
| prefer FDR. It's a paradox that while
WC was great in 1940, and not too bad
in 1914, he neither understood, believed
in, or even belonged in this century. He
realy belonged in the 19th, and may well
have been at home in earlier ones still.

| agree FDR was naive about the
Russians and aso Chiang Kai-shek, but
one must remember his health was failing.
WSC wasjust as naive about India, and so
full of grandiose Imperial British B.S. |
wonder he didn't choke to death on it
everytime he made a speech. WSC seems
to have been dumb enough to believe the
Indians couldn't wait to have the Ry
back after the war, despite Gandhi having
brought him and the Rg down in a
screaming heap decades ‘before the Japs
took Burma. | have in front of me Ros-
kill's *Churchill and the Admirals’; suggest
you read the last paragraph on page 281.
[WSCs rebuff of Mountbatten, post-
India; "Dickie, stop. What you did in
India is as though you had struck me
across the face with a riding whip.”
According to Roskill "they had no further
communication until Churchill wrote to
offer Mountbatten the post of First Sea
Lord in 1955."]

MacArthur's  Reminiscences  state,
"Churchill can be characterized by a
couple of sayings of his, one of which is
wighful thinking, the other a free and
generous recognition of political reality:
I have not become the King's First
Minister in order to preside over the
liquidation of the British Empire,” and

'| am the President's First Lieutenant'.

Both statements are true. He didn't
preside over the liquidation, being out of
office, and a good thing too because he
would have dug in his heels and balked at
the inevitable. When he got back in (and
a waste of time that wes) it was fait
accompli.

Statement (2) is adso true because,
while both were comparable historic
personalities, FDR outranked WSC as a
head of State as well as head of govern-
ment. While WSC had considerable execu-
tive power he had nothing like FDR's
economic and military clout. In his
memoirs, when WSC writes about "the
President,” the reader is never in doubt.
There was only one President where
Winston was concerned. WSC called FDR
"Mr. President; FDR cdled WSC
"Winston."

WSC's fame is legendary, his charisma
huge; his British qualities were not as
sgnificant as the one he inherited from
his American mother: strength of charac-
ter. But FDR was much more relevant to
this century.

Spesking of MacArthur, despite his
military background and politica naivete
he was more in tune with this century
than Churchill. He understood the Eastern
mind far better than WSC ever could, and
probably better than FDR also. Although
he never made the White House (and you
may be right when you say thank God),
his rule of Japan is comparable with any
administrational challenge, including that
facing WSC in 1940. Militarily, of course,
any comparison between him and Chur-
chill is impossible. MacArthur was one of
the greatest generalissmos of this century.
Winston only thought he was.

I'm surprised that any Winstonphile
could really didike MacArthur. Both were
great men; both can be shown to have been
egotistical, incompetent and overrated.
But Churchillophiles obvioudy have a
predilection for the patrician, and Mac
was an American patrician if ever there
was one, descended from the most ancient
Scottish clan, grandfather a Supreme
Court justice and Presidential confident,
father a famous general, mother from an
aristocratic old southern family. They are
so much alike!

-from a New Zealand non-member;
name withheld by request.

S much alike-except that MacArthur
gave one good speech in his life, never
wrote anything of significance, had no
sense of humor, respected no superior,
and couldn't forgive. That all great men
have egos is irrefutable; but Churchill
practiced magnanimity in defeat as well
as victory. And great men who do that
arerare.

But | don't want to spoil our readers
fun. Finest Hour will publish any respon-
sible opinion, so long as it's Churchill-
related. Balance requires that we leaven
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LES EDITIONS LUMIERE . -
L BRUXELLES : PARIS

Tom Thomas sends us the attractive cover of
Gust de Muynck's book (Redburn 103), with
WSC wearing the relatively uncommon four-
in-hand tie. But not that unorthodox. Check-
ing photo books, he'sfound wearing long ties
often at Chartwell (usually loosely, asin the
above photo), and even on some ceremon-
ial occasions. The photograph above was
taken at Chartwell's front door on 10 May
1939, when WSC entertained former French
premier Louis Blum (see Gilbert's Churchill/
A Photographic Portrait photo §216; Chur-
chill & Gemsheim's Churchill/His Life in
Photographs, photos #163-4.) And for that
matter, Finest Hour #42 shows WSC wearing
floppy neckware for his Algiers meeting in
1943 (page 4). Undoubtedly the traditional
bow tie was more uncomfortable in hot
weather! . '

praise with calumny, especially when it's
as easily skewerable as this. Have a go,
readers! Send your comments, for publi-
cation preferably, to the editor. —RML

MANY THANKS. ..

Although | have only been a member
of ICS for a few months and FH #40 is
only my second copy, | would like to
congratulate you on the journal and its
contents. [Received January.] The infor-
mation it contains is far in excess of any-
thing | expected and it is quite apparent
that you put a great ded of work into
its makeup. Many thanks for the enjoy-
ment you have given me.

-Eddie Savage, Lancashire, England

| won't be renewing my membership
due to personal problems, more than |
can cope with. However you are a truly
splendid organization and do Winston
honorably. Hell aways be my hero-
what a man! The Man of the Century.
Maybe sometime down the road, God
willing, I'll join again. Thanks.

—Jon Curtis Arnold, Colchester, Conn.



Churchill
and Canada

Encounters With Canadians
1900-1957

BY JOHN PLUMPTON

Ottawa, 29 December 1941

WHEN WINSTON CHURCHILL first arrived in Canada, a
visit which coincided with the advent of the Century, it was the
senior dominion in a far-flung Empire. Hisfinal visit, more than
a half-century later, was to an independent and friendly dly in a
unique political concept, the British Commonwealth of Nations.
He came both as a private citizen and as Prime Minister. He often
visited amost as an after-thought in a journey to the United
States, the land of hismother. Certainly each time he disembarked
on the Dominion's soil it was enroute to or from the United
States or to host an encounter with the American President. Yet
he saw Canada as a vita link-the "linchpin" he caled it-be-
tween Britain and the United States. This may be difficult to
conceive at atime when relations between the US and UK are s,
cordial and so direct. But in Churchill's day, Britain was till
perceived by many Americans, including President Roosevelt, as
animperial power, and was thus viewed with some suspicion.

Churchill aso had fond personal fedings about Canada and,
on one visit, he wrote his wife that if political events went
againgt him he would consider retiring to the business world in
Canada. Fortunately for the democracies, he remained in the
political world in Britain.

His first encounter with Canadians was a lecture tour of
North America, concerning his adventures in South Africa He
spent Christmas 1900 in Ottawa with the family of Lord Minto,
the Governor-General. Simultaneously, the Mintos were hosting
Pamela Plowden, with whom Winston had once enjoyed a
romantic attachment. All went well, as he wrote his mother:
"We had no painful discussions, but thereisno doubt in my mind
that she is the only woman | could ever live happily with."

This happy interlude was a respite from a generdly unhappy
tour. His audiences in the United States were small and either
unenthusiastic or hostile. More importantly, his income was
disappointing; for that he blamed his promoter, Mgor J. B. Pond.
Although the Canadian audiences were quite enthusiastic, he
had an ongoing dispute with Pond, who Churchill called a "vul-
gar Yankee impresario." The problem was that he disagreed with
the financid arrangements. He felt that Pond sold his services
too cheaply and he found it demeaning to have to speak to pri-
vate dinner parties, "like a conjurer." The blow-up came in
Toronto, where the Toronto Sar gave the issue front-page
treatment: "Winston Churchill Thinks He is Not Getting Enough
Money. He Draws a the Box Office. May Strike After Toronto
Lecture." The 'strike' occurred shortly after and the dispute
even reached New York, where the Times reported the refusd
of Churchill to lecture at Brantford, Ontario. Three days later,
however, he reported to hismother that "peace has been patched
up on my terms and | propose to go through with the tour,"

His fedings about the tour remained negative, however, and
he wrote his mother again: "l have only eighteen more lectures
so that the worgt is over. | have got to hate the tour very much
indeed. ..." In Winnipeg, he heard the news of the death of
Queen Victoriao " ... so the Queen is dead. The news reached
us at Winnipeg and this city far away among the snows-four-
teen hundred miles from any British town of importance -be-

"Darling,
| am greatly attracted
to this country . . ."’

"The history of Canada is already a long one, but itsfuture

attracts us even more than itspast.. . there isperhaps no other

part of the British Empire-perhaps no other region in the
whole world-which has a greater potentiality of expansion, a
greater future, and a greater range of hope before it."

-Oxford University, 5 Jun 1908

"In Canada there are nearly all the difficulties that we have
in Ireland.., We may derive the greatest encouragement from
the manner in which the difficulties, similar in many respects,
have been overcomein Canada. "

-Canada Club Dinner, London, 26 Oct 1921

"The historian might well judge that baptism of fire [the
Second Battle of Ypres] to be one of the most glorious episodes
in the experience of the Canadian Divisions [and of] a great
independent nation across the Atlantic, which isglad and proud,
with all its independence, to leadits life and work out its destiny
in the great circle of the British Empire Commonwealth and
Dominions." -Wolfe's Birthday Dinner, Westerham, 2 Jan 1925




gan to hang its head and hoist haf-masted flags." On the day
Europe's royalty formed Queen Victoria's funeral procession,
Winston Churchill sailed home from New Y ork, ready to resume
aﬁ%litical career that would last as long as the dead Queen had
ruled.

During one of his stops in Canada, Churchill was introduced
to another rising political star, William Lyon Mackenzie King —
destined, like Churchill, to become his nation's Prime Minister.
Neither was impressed at the initial meeting. For his part, King
considered ‘Churchill an arrogant young pup. In 1908, King was
told he must meet Churchill, the glamour boy of English politics,
on hisvisit to Britain. "Anybody but Churchill," sad King. "I've
met him and he's the last man in England | want to see."
Nevertheless, when he received a handwritten luncheon invita-
tion from Churchill he could not refuse it.

Churchill greeted King with a boyishgrin. "We met in Canada
four years ago, | think. | did make a frightful ass of mysdf on
that trip, didn't I?" King gave his host a hard look: "Well, Mr.
Churchill, there were many Canadians who thought so. | was
one of them." There is no record as to whether Winston took
offense at that remark. Probably not! In any event, he had the
year wrong! In 1904 he had crossed the floor of the House of
Commons, not the ocean.

In 1908 a friend and colleague of Churchill's; Lord North-
cliffe, proprietor of The Times, saw the potential Canada had
for promoting Churchill's career. "Y ou could immensely increase
your reputation and force both there and at home," he wrote,
"if you were to embrace the opportunity of taking Mrs. Churc-
hill to Canada and of speaking before the wonderfully organized
chain of Canadian Clubs, one of which exists in every city of
any importance; keeping clear, however, of your damnable Free
Trade, which most of the people there loathe. During the fifteen
years that | have known Canada it has developed much more
rapidly than you can imagine, but so far as its connection with
the Old Country is concerned, it is, owing to our great neglect
(as Lord Milner remarked to me the other day in Toronto, and
as | have heard everyone say) a matter of 'touch and go' in the
next thirty years. | wish you could urge some of your colleagues
to go there."

The ambitions of many Canadians were fulfilled in the
Mother Country. Some emigrated as children, others as success-
ful adults. Two became successful British politicians, wel-
known to Wington Churchill. In 1911, he met Max Aitken, a
Canadian millionaire who was to become Lord Beaverbrook
and a sometime friend and political colleague. In 1912, Aitken
outwardly encouraged Churchill to go to Canada to sdl the idea
of a Canadian contribution of three dreadnoughts to the Royal
Navy. He offered to arrange the tour, but insisted that it be be-
hind the scenes. 'There is an objection to me you must know
about. | created dl the big trustsin Canada.... My relation to
Canada was in a smdl way the same as Morgan's relation to
America."

But unknown to Churchill, there may have been some col-
lusion to subvert the planned vist to Canada. Aitken's dearest
friend was Andrew Bonar Law, the Unionist leader and another

Entering the Canadian Parliament, 1941

"What would Wolfe's emotion have been had it been granted
to him to see a nation of ten millions, separated from a mighty
neighbour by a frontier of 3000 miles along which no armed
sentinel and no single war vessel could be found; and if at the
same time he had been told that that same peaceful nation,
whose bounds were guarded only by law and public faith, had
lately sent an army of a quarter of a million men to the aid of
the Maother Country to fight in Europe with the most formidable
soldiery in the world, and to gain on the battlefields of the most
terrible conflicts of which human annals bore witness, a reputa-
tion unsurpassed even in what hefirmly believed to be the most
valiant age of man?

"Canada is the centre of the English-speaking world. She
joins in the actual contact of indissoluble friendship two great
systems of Anglo-Saxon civilisation — the British Empire and the
United States. The French-Canadians have found under the
British flag that freedom with which they themselves are con-
tent, and in the wide scope of the British Empire it is our pride
that every nationality and race should fulfil its highest destiny.
Canada is the living and growing symbol and guarantee that the
widespread peoples who speak the English language and are
guided by the English common law, and who find their ancient
and dominant roots in this small island, will continue for the
general good to work together in majesty and peace.”

—Wadfe Bicentenary Dinner, London, 3 Jan 1927



Canadian expatriate. Aitken was not likely to do anything to
advance the political fortunes of the Liberal Churchill at the
expense of Bonar Law's Unionist Party. If a Churchill tour of
Canada could secure three dreadnoughts, that was fine, but if
too much glory came to the Liberals because of it, Aitken was
prepared to scuttle it.

Bonar Law was informed by an officid of Aitken's Roya
Securities Corporation that he had received the following cable
from Sr Max: "Write Rt. Hon. A. Bonar Law. | will make
Churchill's vidt to Canada impossible unless | hear from him
contrary." Later. R. B. Bennett, afriend of Aitken's and a future
Prime Minister of Canada, wrote Bonar Law that he and Aitken
had discussed the proposed Churchill vist and concluded that
it was part of a movement to "improve Mr. Churchill's present
position and benefit the Government he serves at the expense of
your party." Bennett promised to do his best to prevent any
invitation being extended to Churchill. Sr Robert Borden, the
Canadian Prime Minister, did eventualy invite both Churchill
and Asquith to visit Canada but the war intervened.

In the years during and after the Great War, Churchill's con-
tacts with Canada and Canadians were in the context of battles
and geopoalitical conflicts. In 1908, in a discussion of the move-
ment of peoples and the possibilities of war, Churchill had told
Mackenzie King: "On large questions of this kind, | have a true
instinct and seldom err." This confidence was put to the test in
1922, when King was Prime Minister of Canada and Churchill
was Secretary for the Colonies in the Government of Lloyd
George. The issue was Empire support for Britain againgt Turkey
in the Chanak Crisis. King, like most Dominion Premiers, read
about Britain's need for ad in the newspapers before officialy
receiving it. When Britain nearly found herself at war, Canada's

response was to request further information. In this case, Chur-
chill's "true instinct" had erred.

In August 1929, Churchill, now in the political wilderness,
embarked on a three-month visit to Canada and the United
States to see the West Coast, to help promote sdes of The
Aftermath, to lecture, and to gather material for a series of
articles for the Daily Telegraph. The Canadian Pecific Railway
provided him with a private railway car to cross the continent
and the President of Bethlehem Steel offered the same for his
journey through the United States. With him was his son,
Randolph, and the father approvingly commented that he was
"conducting himsdf in a dutiful manner" and "is an admirable
companion.” Together, with WSC's brother Jack, they visited
most of the principa Canadian cities. Winston enthusiastically
enquired about local politics. "What fun they have in these
rising towns and fast developing provinces,” he wrote. "All the
buoyancy of an expanding world and dl the keenness of the
political game played out with fine Eighteenth Century rigour."

Churchill genuinely fdl in love with Canada during this trip.
"Darling,” he wrote his wife, "I am greatly attracted to this
country ..." While on the transcontinental tour he reflected
on his place within the Conservative Party should Neville
Chamberlain succeed Badwin as leader. He told Clementine that
he had made up his mind that if Chamberlain was made |eader
of the Conservative Party,” or anyone ese of that kind, | clear
out of politics and see if | cannot make you and the kittens a
little more comfortable before | die. Only one goa till attracts
me, and if that were barred | shd quit the dreary fidd for
pastures new." The pastures new were Canada—and the worlc!
of business.

Happily, the "one goal" was not barred forever, and it was as

Left: The Citadel, Quebec, 18 August 1943. King, FDR.WSC seated;be-
hind them L to R are (unidentified), Portal, Brooke, Cunningham, Earl of
Athlone, Marshdl, Smuts(?) and unidentified. Below: In Ottawa: "We
did not make thiswar ... we went so far intrying to avoid it . . ."

"In the last 25 years the feature of Canadian development
has been the progress to the West; but in the next 25 years
thefeature will be the new growth to the North. "

-Canada Club Dinner, London, 25 Nov 1939

"Canada is the linchpin of the English-speaking world."
-Luncheon for Mr. King, Manson House, 4 Sep 1941

"When | warned [the French] that Britain would fight on
alone, whatever they did, their generals told their Prime Minis-
ter, and his divided Cabinet: 'In three weeks England will have

her neck wrung like a chicken.'
'Some chicken!. . .Some neck!

"...Nous ne perdrons jamain la confiance que la France
jouera le réle des hommes libres et qu' elle reprendra par des
voies dures sa place dans la grande compagnie des nations
libératrices et victoriuses.

"ld, au Canada, ou la langue francaise est honorée et parlée,
nous tenons prets et armes p6ur aider et pour salicer cette
résurrection nationale!"

- T o the Canadian Parliament, Ottawa, 30 Dec 1941




Prime Minister that Churchill next returned to Canada. Immedi-
ately following the attack on Pearl Harbor, he visited Washington
and Ottawa. After addressing the Canadian Parliament he was
guest at a small, informal dinner party given by Prime Minister
Mackenzie King. The highlight of the evening was the opportu-
nity to swep stories with Air Vice-Marsha Billy Bishop, V. C,
who'd shot down 72 enemy aircraft while sarving with the Royal
Flying Corpsin the First World War.

An important factor in the viability of the Anglo-American
aliance wes the personal relationship between Churchill and
President Roosevelt, and WSC took every opportunity to meet
with his American friend. Twice they met on Canadian soil,
both times at Quebec City. The Queen Mary ddlivered Churchill
to alarge, enthusiastic crowd at Halifax in July, 1943. They had
arived a Quebec early, so the President invited the Churchill
family to hishome at Hyde Park, New Y ork.

Mrs. Churchill remained in Quebec because of what her
daughter, Mary, cals "profound physical and nervous exhaus-
tion,” but the Prime Minister and Mary accepted an offer of the
President of Canadian National Railways to use his private rail-
way car. En route to the Roosevelt home they visited Niagara
Falls. Returning to Quebec the British and American leaders
agreed on the invasion of Normandy, codenamed "Overlord,"
and established a South-east Asa command under Mountbatten.
At the conclusion of the Conference, Churchill spent a few days
fishing in a secluded lake 60 miles north of Quebec City. He was
not the expert angler that his military chiefs, Brooke and Portal
were, but he had a most enjoyable time.

Churchill's doctors expressed grave concern about his health
on his next departure for Canada in September, 1944. lliness
and tension made him cranky and exacting and on his arrival

" ... asto be dmog degtroyed by it when it broke upon us.. But if any-
likesto play rough, we can play roughtoo . . . We have not journeyed
al this way across the centuries, acoss the oceans, across the mountains,

aoosstheprairies, because we are made of Sugar candy.”

*Margaret, you've got to learn to relax... take up painting... cigars... drink a lot of brandy" J

Above: Prime Miniser Tru-
deau cdled in London before
his retirement. Cartoon from
The Globe and Mail, Toronto.
Right: The Diefenbaker com-
memorative stamps of 1980,
Scott #859, dgned in the mar-
gin by the designer, Bernard
Reilander.
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"Sir, the Canadian government has imposed no limitation upon the use of
the Canadian army . . . and | think it extremely unlikely that thiswar will
end without the Canadian army coming to close quarters with the Ger-
mans astheir fathers did at Y pres, on the Somme, or on the Vimy Ridge."

"Here at the gateway of Canada-in mighty lands which
have never known the totalitarian tyrannies of Hitler and
Mussolini-the spirit of freedom has found a safe and abiding
home. Here that spirit is no wandering phantom. It is enshrined
in Parliamentary institutions based on universal suffrage and
evolved through the centuries by the English-speaking peoples.
It is inspired by the Magna Carta and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. It is guarded by resolute and vigilant millions, never
so strong or so well armed as today.

-Broadcast, First Quebec Conference, 31 Aug 1943

"Madam, you and your husband left us in the days of deep
anxiety for the safety of His Majesty the King.. . But it was his

wish that you should fulfil your mission to the great Dominion
which rejoices in its partnership in the British Commonwealth
and Empire, and whose people were so eagerly looking forward
to welcoming you both. There are no limits to the majestic
future which lies before the mighty expanse of Canada, with its
virile, aspiring, cultured and generous-hearted people. Canadais
the vital link in the English-speaking world and joinsacross the
Atlantic Ocean the vast American democracy of the United
Sates with our famous old island and the 50 millions who keep
the flag flying here.”
-Welcoming The Princess Elizabeth and The Duke
of Edinburgh home from Canada, Guildhall, 19 Nov 1951



"7 have been wonderfully
received in Canada . . .
/ am profoundly touched. . .”

at Halifax, again aboard the Queen Mary; everyone was in his
bad books. He was particularly vexed because it appeared that
FDR would arrive at Quebec before him, and he insisted on
flying from Halifax to prevent that from happening. The Queen
Mary was required to maintain radio silence, and they had been
unable to make prior arrangements for the flight.

On the final day at Quebec, the Senate of McGill University,
having made a special journey from Montreal, conferred Honor-
ary Degrees on the Prime Minister and President at an impressive
ceremony on the terrace of the historic Citadel. Churchill re-
turned home having agreed to provide more naval and aerid
ad in the war against Japan because it was anticipated that that
war would last 18 months after the defeat of Germany.

On his postwar vigt to the United States in 1946, Churchill
planned to speak at Westminster College, in Missouri. Fretting
over this speech, he caled Mackenzie King from the British
Embassy because he respected King's judgment of the reaction
of American public opinion to outsiders. He asked King to come
to Washington or, if this were impossible, could Churchill
send the text to Ottawa for comment? King feared and distruted
speeches from the "Empire" to Americans and declined to get
involved, but he recommended the Canadian Ambassador to
Washington, Lester Pearson.

Pearson appeared in Washington before a half-clad Churchill,
who was lying in bed behind a breakfast tray, working on his
jpeech. Churchill suggested that he read the speech to Pearson
but acquiesced in the latter's request to take the text to another
room for quiet consideration. Pearson corrected a factual error
concerning the position of Missouri in the American Civil War
but, more importantly, he doubted the wisdom of referring to
the recent conflict as "The Unnecessary War." He feared that it
would provide justification for American isolationists to avoid
foreign entanglements in the future. Churchill accepted both
suggestions. _

‘Pearson met Churchill again in 1951 when Pearson visited
London as Canadian Secretary of State for External Affairs.
Accepting an invitation for Sunday luncheon, the Pearsons
arrived to find a still-deepy Churchill, who had to be reminded
by Clementine of Pearson's identity. According to Pearson's
account: "Just then the pre-lunch drinks arrived and things
looked up; our host came to life. He got even livdier as the
lunch went on, with its accompanying wines. Over coffee and
brandy, Sr Winston continued to get brighter and brighter-
and | got droopier and droopier.”

When Churchill visited Ottawa in 1952, he discussed the
appointment of a new Governor-Genera with Prime Minister
Louis St. Laurent. The incumbent Governor-General, Lord
Alexander, was returning to London as Churchill's Minister of

"In this strange, terrible world war there is a place for ¢

"It is a special pleasure to me to drink the wine of France
in Canada. Indeed it is always good to be reminded of the long
and pleasant relations we have had with that country in this
extremely agreeable manner."

- On being made an Hon. Member of the Canadian Press,
Ottawa, 13 Jan 1952

"The foreign secretary and | paid a flying visit to Canada. We
were received with glowing warmth of friendship and full under-
standing, and during our 30 vibrant hours in Ottawa we had

10

ICS Cover #7; see page 13. '
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.. lintend to devote all my

strength to interpreting Canada
to our people" WSC To CSC, AUG 1929

Defence. Both Churchill and King George VI agreed with St.
Laurent's recommendation that the new Governor-Generd
should be Canadian-born, and they were delighted with the
nomination, Vincent Massey, whom they had both known as
Canadian High Commissioner to London.

When St Laurent stopped off at London on his world tour
in 1954, he received invaluable persona advice from a seasoned
traveler, Winston Churchill. He had made severa such trips, the
old man confided, and he found that the schedule was amost
invariably overcrowded and exhausting. Consequently, he made
it a practice when traveling never to stand when he could sit;
never to st when he could lie down; and never to miss an
opportunity to vist a washroom as there was no knowing
when the next opportunity would occur!

Canadian Prime Minigters did not always take the advice of
their senior Commonwealth colleague. Despite their veneration
for his exploits, sometimes their lifestyles were too disparate
from his. During the Prime Ministers Conference in London in
1957, Lady Churchill invited Prime Minister John Diefenbaker
and his wife to luncheon. When Churchill offered a brandy to
Diefenbaker, it was declined with the comment: "I'm a teeto-
taller." WSC did not seem to understand. Diefenbaker explained
that he did not drink liquor. Sir Winston asked: "Are you a
prohibitionist?" When Diefenbaker replied "no," his host com-
mented, "Ah, | see, you hurt only yourself."

The stories of Winston Churchill and his encounters with
Canadians are endless. He loved Canada for hersdlf; because she
was part of the Empire and Commonwealth; because she twice
came, without question, to the aid of Britain; and because she
was such a close link with the United States. He once told the
American Congress that if hisfather had been American and his
mother British, he liked to think that he could have made it to
Congress on his own. It is fun to speculate that if he had
responded to hisfedingsin 1929 and moved to Canada, he might
have made it to the Canadian House of Commons on his own,
too.

Indeed, it was to the Canadian Parliament that he made one
of his most famous and defiant speeches. On 30 December 1941,
he said: "When | warned France that Britain would fight on
adone whatever they did, the French generals told their Prime
Mingter and his divided Cabinet: 'In three weeks England will
have her neck wrung like a chicken'...

SOME CHICKEN! SOME NECK!"

The chicken and neck were metaphors for the grit, fortitude

" and strength of the British Empire and Commonwealth. Winston
+ everyone, man and woman, old and young, hale and halt. Churchill never doubted Canada's role as a vital partner in the

aliance.
==

lan Jacob cover; see page 13.

TR T IATE

very good talks with Mr. &. Laurent. We sat at the Canadian
Cabinet table-l have the honour to be a Canadian Privy Coun-
cillor-and we carried away with us renewed conviction of the
harmony in sentiment and policy of our two countries.”
—House of Commons, 12 July 1954

3u Jfltmortum

"/love coming to Canada. Canada is the master-link in Anglo-
ﬁir‘Bmp'un__S{irnw : American unity, apart from her own glories. God bless your
‘;&(EI’&J'T} ! - ’ . country."

b -Rockcliffe Airport, Ottawa, 29 Jun 1954
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THE SR WINSTON CHURCHILL SOCIETY
OF VANCOUVER is an dffiliate of two
other Western Canadian Societies, those
of Edmonton, founded in 1964, and Cal-
gary, founded in 1967.

In the spring of 1979 Ronald Downey,
an ealy member of the Edmonton
Society who had later moved to Van-
couver, decided to try to form a similar
organization in this city. He enthused
some kindred souls with the idea of
joining the other Societies in their series
of annual banquets, which are addressed
by a distinguished speaker who has
personally known Sir Winston. The group
set their sights on holding the first ban-
quet in May of 1980, thisbeing the month
normally selected by Edmonton and
Calgary. However, owing to a British
general election scheduled for the late
spring of 1979, the two existing Societies
had arranged their banquets for September
1979. Urgent action was necessary if
Vancouver was to enjoy hearing the same
speaker, and Ron himsaf took three
months off his business duties that sum-
mer to work for the cause.

The group's efforts were successful,
and as a result some 120 members and
guests were on hand to greet, as the
speaker at the first annual banquet of
the Vancouver Society, Lord Soames, Sir
Winston's son-in-law. He made a most
delightful and amusing speech, and from
then on the Society has never looked
back. At the end of the banquet Lady
Soames appeared, having dined with the
wives of the Executive Committee's
members, and graciously signed copies of
her new best-selling book Clementine
Churchill, a biography of her mother.

Since then the Vancouver Society has,
in common with its Edmonton and Cal-
gary colleagues, welcomed Sir Fitzroy
Maclean, Churchill's special emissary to
Marsha Tito in World War |I, in 1980;
Vice Admiral Sir Peter Gretton, the dis
tinguished convoy escort commander in
the Battle of the Atlantic, in 1981,
Anthony Montague Browne, secretary to
Sir Winston in the last ten years of his
life, in 1982; and Sir William Deakin,
historical research assistant to him be-
fore and after World War 11, in 1983. Just
this past May, Vancouver looked forward
with enthusiasm to having the Patron of
the three Societies, The Lady Soames,
D.B.E., only surviving child of Sir Win-
ston, as the speaker at its sixth annual
banquet on the 24th.

The Sir Winston Churchill Society
of Vancouver

A Brief History

BY DEREK LUKIN JOHNSTON

The numbers at succeeding banquets
had risen to 225 by 1983, and with such
a unique speaker a new record attendance
was set in May —especidly as, on this
occasion, lady guests were invited for the
time. The banquets are formal, honored
by the presence of the Queen's represen-
tative, the Lieutenant-Governor of British
Columbia. The ceremonial is emphasized
by the attendance of a naval or military
band.

Another activity of the Vancouver
Society is the sponsorship of annual
high school debates on various aspects
of Churchill's career, which are now in
their third year. Topics for the debates
have been: the need for leadership of
Churchillian character in the present
troubled times; the correctness of Chur-
chill's views on the future of Indiain the
1930s; and in 1983, the soundness of his
desire for an Allied invasion of the Balkans
during World War 1. These debates, open
to dl high schools, public and private, in
British Columbia, have been welcomed by
teachers and their pupils, and the number
of schools participating has risen to grati-
fying levels. Severd members of the
Executive Committee have taken part as
judges. They report that the quality of
the debates is high, and also that many of
the students have shown evidence of
having done a considerable amount of
homework on the topic beforehand. The
stimulation of interest among young
people in Sir Winston's inspiring character
and deeds is noted with great satisfaction
by the Society. Gold, silver, and bronze

Lord and Lady Soames, Ronadd Downey, Vancouver, 1979

medals as well as books are awarded as
prizes to the leading debaters; the prize-
winners are invited to the banquets and
presented to the guest speaker.

Each year on or about 30 November,
the anniversary of the Great Man's birth-
day, the Vancouver Society holds its
lunch-time annual meeting, after which a
local speaker gives a talk on a particular
feature of Churchill's many-sided career,
such as journalist, politician, liberal re-
former in Asquith's preWorld Wa |
government, master of the English
language, etc.

The next and very important step of
the Society will be to raise afund to pro-
vide fellowships, open to graduates of the
three British Columbia universities, at
Churchill College in Cambridge, England,;
and arrangements to this end are being
worked out with the university author-
ities.

Membership of the Vancouver Society -
now stands at about 150, and al will be
members of the International Churchill
Society. The Presidents each serve for a
two-year term, with an Executive Com-
mittee of about a dozen members, who
retire in rotation and may stand for
reelection or be replaced by new blood.
The firt President was the Founder,
Ronald Downey, succeeded by David
Hildreth, and the current President,
Robert Brown, is in his second year of
office. All three have given first-rate
leadership and have established a tradi-
tion which should ensure the future ex-
pansion and success of the Society.



CANADIAN CHURCHILLOPHILATELY

Canada has issued only one Churchill commemorative—a
striking lithograph based on the 1941 Karsh photo and a lined
globe, designed by P. Weiss. The denomination was 5", and the
issue quantity was 35 million. The stamp was used on one ICS
cover in 1973, and we are awaiting the opportunity to do
another, having acquired a small stock.

Canada Scott #440 (sg 565) was used with a 3 $ definitive on
ICS cover f-1, mailed to 221 philatelic members (a extra-fare
category, no longer used) on 14 March 1973. The event was the
75th Anniversary of Malakand Field Force, WSC's first book
(Woods Al). After Da Newfidd had tried unsuccessfully to
post from Maakand with Pakistani stamps, cover chairman Dave

Marcus stopgapped ‘the problem using Canadian stamps. Even .

then it wasn't easy. Dave was quoted 20" and 15" per stamp
(in 1973!) before he talked one deder into supplying us at
10". Then our man in Barrie, Ontario, Paul Greenhalgh, was hit
with school exams as we neared the fatal date. But Paul's father
Jm came through, and the covers came off. The exact count
was 250, with 29 unaddressed. As usual, a backup of oddballs
was produced, hdf via Fulton with USA Churchill stamps, the
re via the Smithsonian Institution in Washington with the
famous Headsville, W.V. postoffice and U.S. flag handstamp.
The later are extremely scarce today. (See page 10.)

Another ICS cover of sorts, albeit unofficial, was produced
by Da Newfidd, who had in hand a few Canadian Churchill
FDCs provided by Edmonton member Joan Robertson, at the
lan Jacob dinner in 1971. This was one of the long line of great
events sponsored by the Edmonton Churchill Society (see Mr.
Johnson's article opposite). The intrepid Da obtained Sir lan's
autograph on each cover. Only about sx were so signed. (P. 11.)

CR CORNER: SUDAN #J5-8 (sg D5-8):
TWO CR SHIPS ON ONE STAMP

In the long, meticulous planning by Kitchener for the Nile
Campaign, 12 prefabricated gunboats were built. The first of
these, HMS Zafir, is shown on a set of four Sudanese postage
due stamps from 1901.

While Churchill didn't mention boarding such a gunboat, he
mentioned them often in The River War (Woods A2) and My
Early Life (Woods A37). His cavary unit drew its food and
water each night from these gunboats, and the sternwheelers
that towed strings of sailboats up the Nile. One evening a gun-
boat captain, Lt. Beatty, offered WSC a welcome bottle of cham-
pagne, which he tossed to Churchill near the shore. "It fdl in
the waters of the Nile" wrote WSC, "but happily where a
gracious Providence decreed them to be shalow and the bottom
soft."

Zafir arrived in Egypt 23 July 1896 and took part in the
advance to Dongala. Sunk in action in 1898, she was sdvaged
and converted to aNile tug. She and her 11 sisters are not listed
in standard works on the Royal Navy. Lt. Beatty, however, after
long service on Nile flotillas, rose to become the youngest
admira in the navy under First Lord Churchill; and later, a
national hero and First Sea Lord himsdf. In the film "Young
Winston," glimpses of representations of the gunboats can be
seen behind the trees lining the shore, and close-ups were made
of naval batteries firing.

Behind Zafir on these stamps is agaissa, a maid-of-al-work
like the Thames sdling barge. A variation of the gaissa (which
this may be) is the dahabia, used for passengers. Churchill says
little in his books about his trip down the Nile after Omdurman,
but does say he went in a sailboat, doubtless a dahabia. On page
8 of lan Hamilton's March (AS), he says the trip took five days.

-From FH #26, with thanks to our ships-on-stamps
expert Arthur Mears on Frederickton, New Brunswick.
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CANADIAN CHURCHILL RELATED STAMPS

Our CR checklist contains a number of Canadian stamps
with relevance to the Churchill saga Mogt of them are classc
designs, which add immesurably to any Churchill topical collec-
tion. '

Scott  S. G Date Relevance

85/ 6 166/ 7 1898 British Empire when WSC com-
“missioned.

96/ 8 188/90 1908 Prince of Waes when WSC married.

174 294 1930 Citadel, site Quebec conferences.

193 316 1932 Edward VIII as Prince of Waes

194 317 1932 British Empire allegory re India '30.

211 335 1935 "Lilibet," future Elizabeth II.

212 336 1935 Duke of York, future George VI.

213 337 1935 King/Queen at Jubilee of 1935.

214 338 1935 P. of Wales (alternate to ft\ 93/316).

225 349 1935 Niagara; WSC visited 1900, 1929.

257 383 1942 WSC spoke at Parliament, Ottawa,
'42.

258-9  384-5 1942 WSC encouraged tank designin WW1.

260 386 1942 \WW?2 corvette, Battle of the Atlantic.

261 387 1942 Munitions, WSC Minister of, 1917

262 388 1940 HMS Cossack, Narvik, captured Alt-
mark. Also escorted WSC, Argentia
(FH26).

304 435 1951 Mackenzie King, wartime PM.

494 636 1969 14 Trans-Atlantic flight, WSC gave
prize to pilots (see FH32 p.4).

E10 S12 1942 Canadian WW2 war effort allegory.

HMS Z&fir may well have been
the provident vessel that bore
Lt. Beatty and his bottle of
champagne to its encounter
with young Winston during
the River War. The gaissaor
dahabia in the background is
of the type which conveyed
WSC down the Nile after the
Battle of Omdurman in 1898.

L
uf
3
[
2
o
3

PLAYING THE NUMBERS

Officid quantities of First Day Covers are published in
Scott's Specialized Catalogue of U.S-. Stamps. The Churchill
collector is thus able to contemplate this data as an indication
of national interest in Sir Winston.

Not counting an outpouring of 2,003,096 First Day Covers
for President Kennedy, Churchill's total of 773,850 is 28
percent above the average for dl reported issues during the years
1964 and 1965. To appreciate these figures, consider the very
low volume of FDCs for the expensive $1 Airlift stamp issued to
announce a new parcel rate for overseas military personnel:
only 105,088. At the other end of the scale is the huge quantity
of 16,300,000 covers done for the creation of the U.S. Postal
Service, and issued at "any city."

But by and large Churchill's count comes off very well. Here
are some representative issues from the same period: Eleanor
Roosevelt 860,155; Herbert Hoover, close to 700,000 (including
50-odd made up by ICS); Adlai Stevenson 755,656; Dwight
Eisenhower 1,009,560; Douglas MacArthur 720,035; Harry
Truman 938,636; and Lyndon Johnson 701,490. Except for
Roosevelt and Hoover, these stamp designs were multicolor and
oversize. So the statistics speak.for themselves!  -Dave Marcus




Churchill In Stamps
Part | Youth

BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

PAGES 7-12: HISTORICAL ANTECEDANTS

The first three_pages, here comprise entirely Churchill-Re-
lated (CR) stamps; the last three use only Churchill commemo-
rdtives. Each page shows how effective these two different types
. of Churchill stamps can be without any reference to the other
type oh the same page.

7. Through his mother, WSC could trace his American ances-
tors tothePilgrims.GB#615 (sg 822) and USA #1420(sg 1416)
together illustrate the departure and arriva of the Mayflower.
USA issuesfor New Hampshire (#1068, sg 1070), Connecticut
(#772, sg 771), Massachusetts (#682, sg 682) and Rhode
Island (#777, sg 776) represent states where the Jeromes

~settled. (See FH#27 p7.)

£1 USA stamps commemorating the Battle of Bennington
(#643, sg 646)' and Valey Forge (#645, sg 648). refer to ances-
tors Ambrose Hall and Libbelis Ball, who were present at those
places respectively. Common ancestor John Cooke related WSC
to HOQR (Nicaragua #700/C276,..sg" 1078/84) and-John Farns-

.wortlr-'was, common forbear to WSC.and MacArthur (Philli-

pines #519/21, sg 652/54). WSC was dso related to Washing-
ton" (USA #804/1952, sg #800/?), and 15 other American
Presidents. (See FH #27 96.)

9. Ron Brennan of ICS isresponsible for the facts supporting
thispage: the remarkable similarity in history between Churchill
and King Harold Il (see FET#29 p.,9). To illustratVthe Norman
invasion of 1066 and Harold's defeat at'Hastings, what better
than France #B379 and GB's Hastingsissue #470-7(sg 705-12)?
Note, that "the British ., is incomplete; | never had the other
stamps, but in a "CR collection,- there is no rule to say they're
nee'ded! - tete Sltee it e r T el oot \

10.Shifting into "Churchili. issues,now,-we take a look at
Blenheim. Palace! Blenheim™ .pamphlet photo is.matched to
Tristan de CunhV#l 96 (sg 193) ,and;Montserrat'#313 (sg 341).
Gilbert &..Ellice.Idands #23.4 (33 240) provide-a close-up of the
Blenheim.North .Front. Stamps are -particularly interesting, |
think,.when one can relate them to photographs of the subject
from the same angle.

11. More strictly-Churchill.stamps concentrate on Blenheim
as it. was at Churchill's birth. These are Cook Islands #417 (sg
506), Anguilla #196 (sy 184), and the souvenir'sheet from
Aitutaki #114a (sg MS 141). It is difficult, in a biographical
presentation, to know where to place souvenir sheets which
contain designs from a wide time period. It's realy up to the
individual, and depends on his or her sense of pace and graphics.

. | used the Aitutaki sheet here because of the Blenheim label it

includes-and dso because it dramatically interrupts the biog-
raphy with five broad-sweep illustrations of what the boy born
in 1874 would become. | thought this was an ideal spot for it.

12. Winston finaly arrives on the scene. Again, | was ableto
track down a photo of WSC aged seven, from which St. Helena
#285 (sg 304) takes its design. Winston at twelve is shown in
Ascension #181 (sg 182). Both these commemoratives are idedly
placed at this point, since both aso illustrate Blenheim, which
weve just been discussng—but from different and rather
interesting angles. St. Helena's view is a bird's eye; | am fairly
sure, however, that the Ascension view of Blenheim cannot
exist, unless the topography has changed.

To be continued.

YOUTH

BLENHEI M PALACE

Bl enhei mwas built commencing 1706, on a site in Wodstock.
Oxfordshire, which had been presented to the First Duke by
(Jueen Anne after his victory over the French at the Battle
of Blenheimin 1704. Architect Sir John Vanbrugh was addicted
to the grand scale. "I made M. Vanbrugh ny eneny," wote
Sarah first Duchess, 'by the constant disputes | had with
himto prevent his extravagance."

The
North
Front

Detail 6f
North Front
and Facade

AMERI CAN ANTECEDANTS (2)

It was inevitable that Churchill's ancestors would be whol e-
hearted supporters of the American Revol ution. One, Samuel

Jerome, was a sergeant in the Berkshire MIlitia. Another, Lt.
Reuben Murray, served in Col. Burrall's Connecticut Reginment.

A third,
Anbrose Hall,
fought with
the Berkshire
Mlitia at the
Battle of

Benni ngt on.

And a fourth,
Maj or Li bbeus
Bal | of the
4th Massachu-
setts Regi ment,
was at Valley
Forge with Gen.
Washi ngton—to
whom Churchi ||
was rel ated
through a 17th
Century nmaerriage

Common ancest or
John Cooke

uni tes WSC and
Franklin D.
Roosevel t. They
were 8th cousins
once renoved.
And John Farns-
worth (WsC s
great - grand-
father, unites
Churchill as an
8th cousin with
Gen. Dougl as
MacArt hur .
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