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IMMORTAL WORDS: BRITAIN AT WAR

In this solemn hour it is a consolation
to recall and to dwell upon our repeated efforts for peace.
AII have been ill-starred, but all have been faithful and sincere.

This moral conviction alone affords that ever-fresh resilience
which renews the strength and energy of people

in long, doubtful and dark days.
Outside the storms of war may blow
and the lands may be lashed with the fury of its gales,

but in our own hearts this Sunday morning there is peace.
Our hands may be active, but our consciences are at rest.

We must not underrate the-gravity of the task which lies before us
or the temerity of the ordeal

to which we shall not be found unequal.
The Prime Minister said it was a sad day
and that it is indeed true.

But at the present time there is another note which may be
present,

and that is a feeling of thankfulness
that if these great trials were to come upon our Island

there is a generation of Britons here now ready
to prove itself not unworthy of the days of yore,
and not unworthy of those great men,

the fathers of our land,
who laid the foundation of our laws

and shaped the greatness of our country.
This is no war of domination or imperial aggrandizement or

material gain;
no war to shut any country out of its sunlight and means of

progress.
It is a war, viewed in its inherent quality

to establish, on impregnable rocks, the rights of the individual,
and it is a war to establish and revive

the stature of man.
—House of Commons, 3 September 1939

This was the last speech Churchill made from the back benches. After the debate,
Chamberlain invited WSC to become First Lord, and Churchill arrived at the Ad-
miralty at 6 o 'clock that evening. "So it was that I came again to the room I had
quitted in pain and sorrow almost a quarter of a century before ... Once again we
must fight for life and honour against all the might and fury of the valiant, disci-
plined, and ruthless German race. Once again! So be it. "/'The Gathering Storm 410).
The Board of Admiralty signaled to the fleet, "Winston is back."
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Join Us in
'Churchill's

England'
Sep. 16-26, 1985
Action This Day:

Reserve Your Seats Now!
CHURCHILL'S ENGLAND is ready to welcome you! Sep-

tember 16-25th 1985 are the dates, and our itinerary is care-
fully planned to show you not only well-known Churchill
shrines but numerous private, out-of-the-way places associated
with Sir Winston. The 11-day program features 4-star hotels,
luxury coach, full-English breakfasts, lunches, gourmet dinners
(ask those who came last time!) and banquets with noted guests.
Hosted by Barbara and Richard Langworth, "Churchill's Eng-
land" is co-sponsored by the International Churchill Society and
the Churchill Memorial, and open only to ICS members or
Friends of the Memorial.

The tour price of $1175 per person (based on double occu-
pancy) is well below any comparable commercial tour, and
covers all expenses in England except beverages and one or two
lunches when the group is not together. Airline tickets are left
to you, but we can book you on the British Airways "official
flight" from JFK Airport New York on the 16th.

Monday 16 Sep: Free day in London. We urge those bothered
by overnight "jet lag" to take the morning flight from JFK,
arriving early evening for a full night's rest. Our coach meets this
flight and takes you to the magnificent Waldorf Hotel, where
you'll meet other guests and enjoy dinner.

Tuesday 1 7 Sep: Morning visit to the House of Commons,
with guides provided by ICS Hon. Member Winston S. Chur-
chill, MP. After lunch we visit Churchill's bomb-proof HQ, the
newly opened Cabinet War Rooms. There will also be an optional
coach tour of London with a London guide. Individual dining,
optional plays and concerts will be enjoyed this evening.

Wednesday 18 Sep: A unique visit to both Churchill country
homes. First Chartwell, arriving before the public, for a private
tour with administrator Jean Broome and former Churchill
secretary Grace Hamblin. Lunch at the impressive King's Arms
in Westerham, across the green from Winston's statue. Then on
to "Lullenden"-a charming Elizabethan manor house owned
by Churchill from 1917 to 1922, courtesy of the owners Mr.
& Mrs. Wellesley Wesley. Back in London, a banquet with Lady
Soames at "Winston's," a fine restaurantladen with Churchilliana.

Thursday 19 Sep: We leave early for Hoe Farm, Surrey,
where Churchill holidayed in 1915-and learned to paint. Our
host is owner Arthur Simon. Beautifully situated in rolling
countryside, Hoe Farm dates in part to the 14th Century and
was a highlight of our 1983 tour. After a pub lunch we visit the
huge prehistoric stone circle at Avebury (larger than Stonehenge),
and travel via West Lavington's Churchill Pub to the fine old
Roman city of Bath, and'the elegant Francis Hotel.

Friday 20 Sep: Free day to tour the Roman baths, the re-
markable crescent and circular architecture, and Bath's many
excellent shops, getting our fill of this exquisite city.

Saturday 21 Sep: A visit to the American Museum, Claverton,
site of Churchill's maiden speech. Then on to Banbury, Oxford
and Whately Hall, afine old inn that hosted Jonathan Swift as
he completed "Gulliver's Travels." Evening visit to Warwick
Castle: a castle tour, an amazing waxwork recreation of a Vic-
torian weekend (including Lady Randolph and young Winston),
and a 15th Century medieval banquet with minstrels and jesters.

#» .

We'll visit "Lullenden," WSC's home from 1917-1922.

Sunday 22 Sep: Morning services at Bladon and a visit to
Sir Winston's gravesite in the churchyard. At her home, "Stur-
dees," a special lunch hosted by longtime Winston-phile the
Dowager Countess of Onslow. Afternoon: Blenheim Palace,
WSC's birthplace; the Temple of Diana, where he proposed to
Clemmie; and several Blenheim rooms not open to the public
where Churchill researched Marlborough. Individual dining at
Whately Hall.

Monday 23 Sep: We visit sculptor Oscar Nemon near Oxford,
then lunch at the Churchill Room, Bear Hotel, Woodstock, one
of WSC's favorite haunts, and enjoy shopping in the village.
Returning to Banbury we stop at Sulgrave Manor, ancestral-
home of George Washington, "sited on joint US-UK territory
and well known for its gardens. Individual dining tonight.

Tuesday 24 Sep: Archivist Corelli Barnett welcomes us to
Churchill College, Cambridge, for a private showing of the vast
Churchill Archives. We will see many of its treasures, including
Winston's first letters to his parents, the original Blenheim
battle-plan, and more. Lunch, Cambridge, then on to the RAF
Museum at Hendon, and the Strand Palace Hotel, London.

Wednesday 25 Sep: Free day for your personal use in Lon-
don. In mid-afternoon, the Annual General Meeting of the
International Churchill Society. In the evening, a gala banquet
at the Pinafore Room, Hotel Savoy —home of The Other Club,
founded by Churchill and F. E. Smith. Our guest speaker's
name will be announced later —it's a surprise!

Thursday 26 September: For those returning home today
our coach will make a morning run to Heathrow. Your hosts
can also put you in touch with London hotels in all price ranges,
if you plan to stay on your own.

This is the seventh British tour conducted by the Langworths
since 1977. Though they are not travel agents, they have accum-
ulated over 300 highly-satisfied participants through their care-
ful planning and individual attention to detail. "Cluster" plans
are used, involving just a few good hotels, to avoid changing
venues every night, and the best accommodations, cuisine and
transport is provided. There is no skimping! To quote one of
our members on the 1983 "Churchill," "the group was excep-
tional but most of all, our Tour Guides were the best. We have
traveled with lots of groups, but none better than this."

Seats are limited! To provide lots of room and comfort we
are accepting only 40 reservations, though our coach can hold
54. Registrants receive periodic newsletters on later develop-
ments, theatre, clothes, weather, etc. Your deposit is refundable
in full if canceled before 30 April. To pre-register, send S 100
per person (US currency) payable to "Specialist Tours" to
Richard Langworth, Burrage Road, Contoocook, New Hamp-
shire 03229 USA.

Note: a detailed itinerary is also available from same address.



International Datelines

COVER STORY
Oxford Union, 1 March 1907-Churchill
speaks in opposition to the debate resolu-
tion, 'That in the opinion of this House
the present Government is unworthy of
the confidence of the country." The ques-
tion was moved by Viscount Wolmer
(seated in left middle background) of
University College and opposed by A. H.
Villiers of Magdalen. Mr. Stinhart and Mr.
W. G. C. Gladstone (grandson of the Grand
Old Man) followed. Fifth in order spoke
F. E. Smith (in circle), M.P. for Walton -
then Churchill. In the Chair (left) was Mr.
Talbot, President of the Union.

It is difficult to pinpoint at which
place in Churchill's address this mirth-
ful moment occurred because there were
so many of them. "Laughter" was first
recorded as WSC denied that the Liberal
resolution against Lord Milner in South
Africa had amounted to censure: "Nothing
of the sort. After all, I know, as I drafted
it."

Continued Churchill, "It is very easy
to sneer at people's consciences. (Laugh-
ter.) It is not very easy to explain how
they work. (Laughter.) I would be very
sorry to have to explain how my own
works. (Laughter.) My hon. friend
[F. E.] is a lawyer, and I would be still
more sorry to have to explain his con-
science. (Great laughter.) I observed that
my hon. friend quoted with great appro-
bation a statement made in the House by
a distinguished man to the effect that the
Liberal party were always in a minority
in hell. (Laughter.) I cannot resist the
conclusion that there is at any rate one
constituency to which my hon. friend
would have no hesitation in appealing
on behalf of the Conservative party."
(Great laughter and cheers.)

(Illustration by Max Cowper for The
Illustrated London News, 23March 1907.)

TORONTO MEETING
MAKES HISTORY
Toronto, 30 November 1984 - Members
numbered 40-plus at our Annual General
Meeting at the Royal York Hotel, marked
by several great occasions: a black tie
dinner for guest speaker Martin Gilbert,
Hon. Member of ICS and Official Biog-
rapher, hosted by the Churchill Society
for the Advancement of Parliamentary
Democracy; the largest ICS meeting in
history; and the 110th Birthday of Sir
Winston Churchill.

Previous to the dinner, the Society
held a lunch for its own speaker, the Hon.
Paul H. Robinson, Jr., United States
Ambassador to Canada and an ICS mem-
ber. After the Ambassador's remarks on
his longtime admiration for WSC, the

Board of Directors conducted the meet-
ing, electing new officers for 1985-86,
promulgating a new budget, debating
projects and discussing plans for the $1
million Churchill Literary Foundation
which is now approaching its start.

Directors attending the AGM were
nine in number: George Temple, Arthur
Cload, John Plumpton and Ronald Cohen
of Canada; along with Jon Richardson,
Sue Hefner, Richard Langworth, Wallace
Johnson and Dave Marcus of the USA.
A full report of the Annual General Meet-
ing and other events at this memorable
occasion will appear in our next issue.

NEW DIRECTORS, OFFICERS
Toronto, 30 November — Taking office
for the appointive two-year terms of
1985-86 are six new directors, who join
the nine elected directors holding office
from 1983 to 1986. (Our Constitution
provides that Board representation be
proportional to five-nation memberships
with one each minimum; thus there are
now six American, five Canadian, one
Australian, one New Zealand and two
British directors.)

The chairman reappointed Arthur
Cload of Edmonton, Alberta and Derek
Brownleader of Baton Rouge, Louisiana
to the seats they now hold. Ronald Gold-
ing now represents New Zealand, Peter
Coombs (Oxford) the UK, John Plump-
ton (Agincourt) and Ronald Cohen (Mon-
treal) Canada. For purposes of the To-
ronto AGM, Messrs. Golding and Coombs
do not take office until 1 January 1985,
their seats being temporarily occupied by
Wallace Johnson and Jon Richardson,
both attorneys, who remain 1985-86 ex-
officio Board members and legal advisors
to the Society.

The most dramatic gain in board seats
is by Canada, which goes from two to six
thanks to membership gains. Officers
elected for 1985-86 are as follows:
•Chairman: Richard Langworth
• Vice-Chairman: George Temple
•Exec. Sec: Sue Hefner
•Mbrshp. Sec: Derek Brownleader
•Treasurer: George Lewis
•Aus. Office: Peter Jenkins
•Canada Office: George Temple
•N. Z. Affairs: Ronald Golding
• UK Office: Geoffrey Wheeler
•UK Affairs: Peter Coombs
•Press & PR: David Hill
•Philatelic Ed.: Glen Browne
•Covers Mgr.: Dave Marcus

The Board of Directors expressed its most
sincere gratitude to outgoing director Ken
Phillips of Oklahoma City, who came
to us from the old WSC Study Unit and
undertook our press campaign with vigor
and thoroughness.

FH #44: ERRATA & ADDENDA
New Hampshire — The editor badly muffed
the Quebec Conference photo on page
8 (the second time he has confused
Athlone and Dill!). He hunted high and
low for that photo caption before press
time, couldn't find it and guessed —
always a mistake! Our thanks to John
Plumpton, Ashley Redburn, Ralph'
Crumb and Solomon Bogard for the
correct identities of those standing in the
background: Gen. "Hap" Arnold, Portal,
Brooke, Adm. King, Sir John Dill, Gen.
Marshall, Adm. Cunningham, and Adm.
Leahy. Apologies!

While meeting with Sir John Colville
in Hampshire last September, we also
learned that WSC was not cranky and out
of sorts aboard Queen Mary enroute
Quebec in 1944 as we (thanks to Lord
Moran's book) erroneously stated on page
10. Sir John told us Churchill was not
upset about FDR possibly arriving before
him and did not fly to Quebec from Hali-
fax to prevent that happening.

CHARTWELL TO CHARTWELL
Westerham, Kent - ICS suggested in Sep-
tember that the new Book-of-the-
Month "Chartwell Edition" of The
Second World War should really have
a place on the bookshelves at Chartwell.
BOMC agreed, and kindly despatched a
set of this masterful edition (FH #42
page 3) to Administrator Jean Broome.
Thus the latest and smartest edition of
"A 123" returns to home base.

LIBERATION SOIR REPRINTS
Henrietta, N. Y. -Forty years ago Novem-
ber 11 th, a grateful Paris celebrated
Armistice Day for the first time in five
years, and a special, three-color edition
of the newspaper Liberation Soir was
published. ICS member Bill Beatty was
there at the time, and has preserved a fine
copy lo these many years. As a Society
fundraiser, Bill has made up good quality
color photocopies of this historic news-
paper's front page (illustrated herewith),
and a photocopy of page 2 as well. Each set
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of copies costs US $10 postpaid. Checks
payable to ICS should be sent to Bill
Beatty, 194 Connor Drive, Henrietta,
New York 14467. Sales help our treasury,
but you should have a copy of this impor-
tant document anyway! Write Bill.
(Equivalents: £8, CAN $13, AUS $11.75.
Your cheque in these currencies accepted.)

WHY HIGHER OVERSEAS SUBS?
ICS has long charged US$15 or the

equivalent for one-year's membership,
with those outside North America paying
the equivalent of US$4 for airmail. (It
costs $1.40/issue, average, to mail FH
airmail overseas, Surface mail we've
avoided because it takes 7-8 weeks.)

We mail FH to Canadians first class
because there is no cheaper way at its
weight. There is no USA bulk rate to
Canada. Shipping FH in a box to Canada
for reposting would cost more time and
money. In the USA, our Federal non-
profit status allows us to mail bulk copies
to US addresses for only 5.4?! each-
90% below our previous USA cost.

But all our calculations have been
upset by the recent hardness of the U.S.
dollar. Under the old UK rate of(£10,
for example, ICS would now receive
US$12.70-$2.30 less than a US "̂ sub-
scription—even though it costs us $5.2$
to mail four FHs to Britain and only 22i
to mail the same four copies to the USA.

The Board can and has argued that all
members should pay an equal amount
and share the overall cost of postage. (This
argument would have more weight if the
UK had more members. Presently it has
about 50 paying members out of 650 -
7.7 percent.)

But the gap between what ICS "nets"
(after paying postage) from US and over-
seas members was becoming so large it
threatened to undermine our budget.
It was actually costing us money to add a
British member paying £10. We decided
to compromise on higher rates —but not
so high that they entirely cover the added
postal costs overseas. These are now:

Country US$ Equi- Postage ICS "net"
& Amt. valent 4 issues less post

USA $15 $15.00 $0.22 $14.78
Can $20 $15.18 $2.24 $12.94
UK£13 $16.44 $5.28 $11.16
Aus$22 $18.88 $6.48 $12.40
Others $19.00 $5.28 $13.72

You can see that increases for Com-
monwealth members still aren't high
enough to net ICS as much as it nets from
USA members. But, thanks to our phe-
nomenal growth, the unit cost of FH has
become lower, helping mitigate this
difference. Also, we believe Common-
wealth members deserve a share in
benefits from our phenomenally low
USA mailing rate.

In September I discussed with Geoff
Wheeler the idea of a "surface mail" rate
for UK members, even though this would
delay their Finest Hour up to two months.
Under no circumstances, however, do we
feel it right to offer a lower UK rate than
anywhere else. It would have to be equi-
valent to US$15-and that's only £1.50
less than the present UK rate of £13
which includes airmail. The saving is just
not equalled by the loss.

We shall therefore have to continue
the above rates while the dollar remains
high. The late November decline of the
US prime rate, however, has been accom-
panied by the rallying of several Common-
wealth currencies including the pound. If
this continues, and we continue gaining
members, we can hold our own.

-Richard Langworth, Board Chairman

dithyrambic utterance is sufficient to
set lesser members of the genus fluttering
nervously, up and down upon their
perches, or benches. The Auguri Owl is
a great hunting bird and will travel pro-
digious distances in pursuit of its prey.
So fearful are many of the more negative
mammals that they will erect stout little
curtains of unsociable resistance before
their nests and become most abusive, and
more negative, as they sit there getting
very red around the neck feathers.

"The Auguri Owl is fond of the more
aromatic leaves of the tobacco plant and
the peat secreted waters of the Scottish
glens. During one of the bird's more recent
migratory flights to the Hinterland of
Africa, this latter commodity is believed
to have been flown to the bird to enable
it to make the long flight home.

"Habitat: Nests almost exclusively at
Westminster, but may be encountered in
most any conservative setting. Its song
was reported to have been heard in the
Fulton, Missouri area, though the validity
of this report was not accepted by certain
parties until recently.

"Adult Male: General colour above
pink; dome of head often crested with
easily recognisable "cap" of felt-like
feathers; beak short, squat and tawny in
colour; tufted to the rear of the mandi-
bles; often to be seen with quaint little
bow of gaily spotted neck feathers;
wing coverts usually vee-tipped; shanks
bulky and stocky; feet leathery, often
spatulate, always firmly placed."

THE AUGURI OWL
(TRUE-BLUE TORI)

Omaha — Wallace H. John-
son sends us the accom-
panying cartoon, which
has to be among the more
diverting. Wally found it
framed; the cartoonist's
name was Emm wood: the
date is 1947. With it
comes this text:

"Habits: This pugna-
cious, though popular little
member of the Warbler
familae is a legendary
nester at Westminster. Song
is a kind of "Itsleadin-
towardetcetc" and has
been heard for years,
though only recently with
any great interest. Al-
though the bird has lately
opposed any great bursts
of glee-singing, its slightest
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Churchill:
Three Views
Piers Brendon Leaves Us Shell-Shocked.

Emrys Hughes Rates Winston Mr. Toad.

Elisabeth Barker Writes a Masterpiece.

BY
H.ASHLEY REDBURN,

GEORGE RICHARD
AND

PETER J. MclVER

"Winston Churchill/ A Brief Life" (London, Seeker & Warburg);
"Winston Churchill/A Biography " (New York, Harper & Row);
by Piers Brandon. 234 pages, 6'A x 9'A", 19.95/$16.95. Avail-
able from Churchillbooks to ICS members at $14.50 postpaid.
(See advert, wrappers).

WHAT MOTIVATES a writer to pen another biography of
Winston Churchill? Piers Brendon claims his book offers "what
is amazingly not otherwise available — a vivid, complete, but mini-
ature portrait of Churchill," Evidently he has not read Martin
Gilbert's Clarendon Biography (OUP 1966), Geoffrey Bocca's
"Adventurous Life" (Messner 1958), or R. W. Thompson's
"Yankee Marlborough" (Doubleday 1963), all of which are the
same size or smaller and incomparably better. The author appears
to have read much, but little that matters, and the result is a
selective rehash. The lack of study of primary sources is very
apparent, whereas an aspirant to any "Life" must "drink deep
or taste not the Pierian spring."

Had this book been shorn of what Disraeli called the "hare-
brained chatter of irresponsible frivolity" it could have been
shortened by two-thirds and improved by one-third. Com-
prehensiveness impedes comprehension, says Mr. Brendon, and
he proves the point exhaustively. He is right to say that WSC
is in danger of being buried under the weight of words being
devoted to him, but goes on to shovel his excess quota of dirt
into the pit.

The Introduction, which is a sort of essay on the art of biog-
raphy, is good as an essay, but its precepts are ignored in what
follows. Cromwell wanted his portrait "warts and all." This is
almost all warts and no portrait. Like most Churchill biographers
Brendon reveals his prejudices and preconceived attitudes in the
first chapter, putting himself in company with Neilson, Thomp-
son and Roskill, but he lacks the skill of the last. The procrustean
bed having been designed, WSC is mutilated to fit it. We British,
being mortally afeared of greatness, do not acknowledge the
existence of heroes, but breed many pygmies for whom it is
easy and natural to attack the Achilles heels of the giants who
do rise in their midst.

The book is uneven and unbalanced, partly because facts are
made to fit the author's fantasies, partly because in pursuing
with too much relish the human being, the author has lost sight
of Winston the Man. A good historian eschews hindsight in
assessing an age and a man: this one is too often out of joint in
that respect. There are sneers at the immaturity of the young
Churchill; jibes at his "reading list" (selectively and inadequately

presented) as a subaltern. Churchill had never read Hamlet
"until the 1950s." Was he —is he —unique in this respect? How
many septuagenarians can recite Shakespeare's plays with the
actors at the theatre, as Churchill did —about which there is
silence in this book? All the foibles of a full-blooded man are
laid before us, stressed and stressed again. All meals are gargan-
tuan; all composed of rich food, "washed down" with copious
draughts of champagne, brandy, wine, and whisky, while
pungent cigars are constantly smoked. I found it novel to learn
of Churchill's delight with Beaverbrook's gift of a refrigerator in
1926, because "no longer had he to dilute [sic] his champagne
with ice." Pol Roger on the rocks?

Every modern historian except Mr. Brendon knows the
£25 reward poster for fugitive Churchill in the Boer War was a
spoof. This is not the only slipshod work in the Boer War section.
Brendon infers that "this brash young Lieutenant" was respon-
sible for the loss of Spion Kop because "he didn't try to persuade
Colonel Thorneycroft to hold the hill, though victory was just a
matter of staying put." The weaknesses of material on the
Royal Navy from 1911 to 1916, including the allegedly inade-
quate protection of turrets and magazines in the new fast battle
cruisers, are blamed on Churchill. The inference is that WSC was
responsible for the disasters at Jutland (which, wisely, is not
mentioned). A little research would have shown that Indefatig-
able, Queen Mary and Invincible, the three battle cruisers which
blew up during Jutland, were all launched or laid down before
Churchill became First Lord in 1911. It really is not good enough
for a serious historian to give credence to the views of Admiral
Bacon on Churchill or the state of the Navy, and to ignore
Marder's classic "From the Dreadnought to Scapa Flow," which
presumably the author has not read. The vendetta is pursued
into World War II over the loss of Prince of Wales and Repulse;
no mention of the intention to accompany them with the
carrier Indomitable but for her unfortunate grounding; nor of
Admiral Phillips' responsibilities, his misplaced contempt for the
Japanese and the power of hostile aircraft against ships. One
further instance of "the demi-god's" failure is given in the
matter of the despatch of tanks to Wavell in North Africa: "In
his eagerness to make up for lost time Churchill had not ensured
proper testing." The Premier must also be a mechanic! Yet most
of us know that the deficiencies of British armor went back a
long way from 1941.

When Piers Brendon forgets his clever phrases and journalistic
verbosity he is capable of serious writing: he correctly stresses
Churchill's contribution to the development of the Welfare
State in Britain, postulating that WSC's plans at the Board of
Trade were more progressive and comprehensive than those of
any other Liberal Minister, including Lloyd George. But Chur-
chill's work as Home Secretary is lightly and imperfectly studied,
while the assessments of his place in both World Wars are
secondhand and second-rate. The chapter "Finest Hour" reads
like a disjointed "Sixty Minutes." It is news to learn that
Churchill's greatest single contribution to the Second World War
was his oratory-a view which apparently stems from a remark
by Attlee that what Churchill did to win the war was "talk
about it."

As the old Duke said, "Sir, if you believe that you will
believe anything." And to state that the Nobel Peace Prize was
the last honor Churchill really coveted is as ignoble as it is
untrue: the last prize he desired was peace itself.

For whatever reasons this book was written, its avowed aim
is not realized. We do not see a complete portrait, even in min-
iature; we are given glimpses of a deformed man in distorting
mirrors. Where is the brilliant conversationalist, the writer, the
driving force, the indomitable man, the genius? No hint is given
of one "revered as a statesman, remembered as a man," to use
Virginia Cowles' epitaph. This is a book not to be taken seriously
nor to be purchased lightly. The publisher's blurb claims "Mr.
Brendon is one of our most talented historical biographers and
this promises to be his most popular book so far" —a double-
edged tribute, to which one may add, "If at first you don't
succeed, don't try again, Mr. B." -H. Ashley Redburn, Hants, UK



THE BRENDON OPUS: ANOTHER VIEW
Mr. Brendon obviously has plenty of chutzpah. In a review,

he dismissed "The Last Lion" with Balfourian contempt:
"William Manchester's history of the universe, disguised as a
Churchill biography." In his own introduction Brendon lec-
tures us on "the biographer's art," which he claims he has
captured in "a vivid, balanced, complete" work. Since he con-
siders "The World Crisis" and 'The Second World War" massive
autobiographic ego trips, one can only imagine how scathingly
he would denounce such a claim in one of Winston Churchill's
own forewords.

I dispute none of Ashley Redburn's factual objections and
comments about balance, and indeed can add several more.
Brendon eschews footnotes, perhaps because he flings quotes
around with so little reference to the right chronology. He is in-
consistent, calling WSC an "indifferent debater" on p36, then
awarding him "smashing power in debate" on p66. He says
Churchill's assault on the Unionists during the 1914 Home Rule
debate was "to get back into Liberal good graces"-but he
doesn't give any sources for this novel view. He says Churchill
sacked First Sea Lord Battenberg "to protect himself"; that he
asked Admiral Carden if the Dardanelles could be forced so as
to beg the answer "yes"; that he offered the resigning Lord
Fisher a Cabinet seat. I looked in vain for substantiation of such
claims.

By the time I was through Brendon's self-serving Introduction
I was quite prepared to despise this book, and the above con-
fusions did nothing to enhance it. But on the whole, I enjoyed
it! Unlike other revisionists—Hughes, Gardner, Thompson,
Roskill-Brendon doesn't test your respect for Churchill. This
survives intact. You are made bluntly aware of his foibles —
over and over again —but you come away respecting Churchill
all the more.

There are some charming vignettes: of WSC at Casablanca,
singing songs with FDR, describing Marrakesh to the President
as home of "most elaborately organised brothels"; of Churchill
telling "Rab" Butler he was doing less for the war effort than
WSC's black cat Nelson, "who saved fuel and power by acting
as a Prime Ministerial hot-water bottle" —though later "Chur-
chill suspected Nelson of semaphoring state secrets with his tail
to the pelicans in the park." World leaders are so rarely today
portrayed as human that one can't help enjoying Churchill's
irrepressible humanity. Releasing it—effervescent, spontaneous,
piquant, full of fun—is the one characteristic of Piers Brendon's
book that stands out.

'The greatness of Churchill goes without saying," wrote
Peter Lewis in the Sunday Mail. "This book reduces him to a
human and intelligible scale —perhaps a shade too, enthusias-
tically. His superhuman qualities are acknowledged but remain
a mystery. But for those who have.had enough of State portraits,
here is an illuminating, unreverential pencil drawing."
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HUMANITY

"Winston Churchill: British Bulldog" by Emrys Hughes. New
York, Exposition Press, 1955; Redburn #194. (Expanded form
of "Winston Churchill in War and Peace," Glasgow 1950, Red-
burn #193). 346 pages, 5'A x 8", 1984 value $7-15.

AS A MEMBER of Britain's Labour Party, Emrys Hughes
was on the other side of politics from WSC. The fact quickly be-
comes evident when reading this book; indeed it appears to have
been written on party lines rather than with any attempt at
objectivity.

This biography takes the reader up to 1953, mid-way through
WSC's second and final term as Prime Minister. Numerous other
books, some well written and others not so good, cover the
same years. What makes this one different is the picture which is
painted—painted, it seems, with a brush dipped in vitriol. The
WSC who emerges is at times barely recognizable as the world
statesman known and admired by so many. Distortions and
half-truths abound. Yet, although the author endeavors to main-
tain a critical line, the odd compliment creeps in, albeit with
obvious reluctance.

Anyone reading this book as their first Churchill biography
would learn that Churchill had a horror of bloodshed but not of
slow starvation-this in relation to the miners' strike of 1910.
We also learn that Churchill's motivation in going to Antwerp in
191^ was his "obsession with the glamour and the glory." On
the other hand, his reason for not favoring British intervention
in the Spanish Civil War was that Franco "was not a great
Christian hero like Koltchak" or indeed "a saviour of the world
like Mussolini." In addition we are told "Britain had no surplus
store of old armaments to spare even for shooting the Spanish
Reds."

In the Second World War the author tries to denigrate the
famous "blood, sweat and tears" speech, claiming it was simply
lifted from famous speakers of the past! One of the greatest
libels relates to this war when Mr. Hughes alleges that had
Churchill been a German he would have supported Hitler and
Goebbels. Truly the mind boggles. As if that wasn't enough, we
then discover Churchill was personally responsible, for losing the
peace in the years 1943-5.

More interesting is the suggestion that Britain and the United
States should not have aided Russia; Hughes says they ought to
have let Germany and Russia wear each other down to relative
impotence, thus leaving the way clear for postwar domination
of the world by the democracies. Whether such domination was to
be economic or military is not specified. Finally we are informed
that Churchill's success in the Second World War was due to
luck, not genius. On the credit side, his plan to attack Germany
via the Mediterranean is admitted as being the best from a
political standpoint. We are told that although Churchill was
an "historian of a sort" he learned few lessons from history
— a sweeping statement indeed. Few people have learned more



from history, and turned it to their own use, than Churchill.
Mr. Hughes describes his book as supplying a "corrective" to

the Churchill myth. He endeavors however not to correct but
rather to destroy. The text is subject to constant carping, as if
the intention is to find fault with everything WSC did, wrote
and said, with or without justification.

Initially the book will irritate, then anger, but ultimately
amuse the knowledgeable Churchill reader. It is worth reading,
if only as an example of extremely subjective writing.

— George Richard, Tasmania, Australia

NEWS CHRONICLE 30«h May 1945

"...you CAN'T
VOTE FOR WINSTON

CHURCHILL UNLESS
. you HAPPEN TO
LIVE IN WOOOFORD

— SIR WILLIAM B£veWDG£

TORY DREAM

"Churchill and Eden at War," by Elizabeth Barker. London,
Macmillan & Co., 1978, 17.95. Redburn

THIS IS NOT a book for the casual, but a long, detailed
study of a complex relationship between two men desperately
trying to stave off defeat and win a famous victory for their
country. There are a goodly number of references to previous
works and, more importantly, to the official documents cur-
rently residing at the Public Records Office. It is these docu-
ments which form the solid base of the book.

If you still think in terms of Churchill running an effortless
one-man show during the war-as the revisionists like to claim-
or of Eden's main role as tempering Winston's wilder ambitions
while instilling realism into Churchill's fantasies, you are in for
a rude awakening. Elizabeth Barker shows convincingly that
Churchill was far less a master in his own house than perhaps
some of us realize. There were great differences between him
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and his fellow members of the Government, the Conservative
Party, the Chiefs of Staff, Parliament and the Government
Departments. Sometimes the arguments went on for months
— and Churchill did not always win. The idea that he led a
united country throughout the war is only partly correct. We
were united in the aim, but the means divided us often.

Churchill's task sounds so much simpler in the myth. After,
all, what chance had a mere Austrian house painter against the
entire British Empire, led by a descendant of the great Duke of
Marlborough? Adopting that view becomes much more difficult
when one realizes that as well as win the war, Winston had
firstly to win the argument as to how the war was to be fought.
Sometimes he won, sometimes he lost —and sometimes in the
latter case, he was eventually proved right. Sometimes it was a
draw. Whatever the outcome Churchill himself always accepted
the need to govern in a democratic manner, even in wartime —
and the preservation of Britain's democratic system is his legacy
to the nation. The former Hussar was no Cromwell.

The options for the British narrowed as the war went on,
primarily as a result of their dwindling economic and military
power. But Churchill and Eden continued to be faced with real
options and real choices on a whole range of matters of vital
importance to the world. The fact that they got more right than
wrong has a lot to do with the argument and discussion which
occurred before the decision was made. If the Axis powers had
worked on the same principal —had their leaders been subjected
to the same questions and tests as were Churchill and Eden —
then they might have not made the errors they did. And Britain
might not have survived.

This is a great book-well written, superbly researched. It
does justice to both its subjects. In the end one is left with the
feeling that this is a work no one should be without, for it con-
firms the words Churchill is made to say to Eden in the tele-
vision drama "Churchill and the Generals": "Only I can win this
war. Not you. Not Attlee. Not the Chiefs of Staff. Not even
His Majesty the King. Only I can win it."

There is no more to be said after that.
-Peter J. Mclver, Warwickshire, England



Churchillo-
philately

The American Churchill 5^ commemorative stamp of 1965 is
, held by many one of the finest philatelic tributes to WSC, and

likewise one of the best examples of quality control. Printed
J by rotary instead of the more common Giori press, it's a throw-
/ back to earlier times when the U. S. Bureau of Engraving and
' Printing set world standards for its superior stamp design and

^ production.
Remarkably in view of the above, all four plates of this issue

exhibit numerous flaws and press hickeys, some repeating
sheet for sheet, some not. By examining an extensive dealer
stock I was able to put together the several examples shown
here, many of which will probably not be readily apparent
due to the necessary reduction in size. However, for those
holding several sheets of the U. S. issue, these hints may provide
you with some ideas about where to look.

In addition to the various plate flaws, I've uncovered one
sheet of Churchills (plate f 28106) printed on distinctly different,
creamy paper, compared to the normal white or eggshell. This
sheet has wide selvage at bottom with heavy "dash" marks, as
the four-stamp strip shown opposite among plate #28105 flaws.
My other, normal paper #28106 sheets have only a 1/16" thin
strip of selvage at the bottom. Has anyone else run into this
creamy paper? How scarce is it?

-RML

Plate Number 28105

'CHURCHILL

splotches on
shoulder (r)
R (1/9)

splotches on
shoulder and
vest NR (2/1)

dot under tS'
in 'U. S.'
NR (2/5)

variety of dots on lapel and vest, R (10/1 through 10/4)

CHURCHILL

dot to right
of head
NR (3/8)

round dot on
WSC's vest

NR (3/10)

prominent dot
left of head
NR (10/4)

APPENDIX

PLATE FLAWS ON THE UNITED STATES CHURCHILL COMMEMORATIVE OP 1965

Though quality control on this issue was up to the then-excellent
standards of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, close examina-
tion of several sheets will usually yield several Instances of
repeating, or more often non-repeating flaws. Most are visible to
the unaided eye.

Notation: "R" means repeating in several sheets
"NR" means non-repeating flaw
(8/3) means eighth row, third stamp from left,

looking at the sheet right side up

Plate Number 28104

-\

scar on head
R (3/9)

'curls' at
top of head
NR (4/6)

scar on head
second example

R (3/9)
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Plate N.iaber 28106
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CHURCHILL CHURCH1U. -CHURCHILL

white spots
on lapel

NR (2/8)

left: spot, r t . shldr.
right: spot on lapel

NR (2/9-10)

numerous dots
on rt. shldr.
NR (3/9)
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CHURCHIU

USgCENTS

i

CHURCHILL;

US EXES IS

CHURCHIU

US.CCENTS
....•?, ^

28106

1

Plate Number 28107

period after 'T1

In "cents"
NR (2/1)

dot under 'S'
in "cents"

NR (5/1)

upr l.: white edged lapel
upr r.: white dot, vest
lwr 1.: mark on top lapel
lwr r.: black dot rt. of head



Churchill in Stamps
BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH
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YOUTH

30 NOVEMBER 1871*

Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill was born In an age of compla-
cency, at a time when horses not cars, letters not telephones,
books not television, were the everyday oppurtenances of life.
"The structure of our country seemed firmly set," he would write
later, "when its position in trade and on the seas was unrival-
led, and when the realization of the greatness of our Empire and
of our duty to preserve it was ever growing stronger."

Great Britain
had Invented
the postage
stamp, in
1840. These
examples are
typical of
the stamps In
use at the
birth of
Churchill.

YOUTH

LORD RANDOLPH, THE EXILE

By loyally siding with his brother, Lord Blandford, in a quar-
rel with the Prince of Wales, Randolph Churchill in 1877 found
himself and Jennie social exiles. The Churchllls thus left for
Ireland, Randolph serving as secretary to his father, then the
Viceroy. They did not return to England until 1883, and fences
were then mended. Lord Randolph rose to Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer in 1886, but resigned shortly and remained out of pow-
er through his death in 1895.

Randolph
apologized to
the Prince,
later Edward
VII, but it
would be some
years still
before the
Prince accep-
ted him
socially.

One of Lord
Randolph's
achievements
was the Prim-
rose League,
which can-
vassed for
Tory MPs.

Lord Ran-
dolph twice
holidays In
Bad Gastein,
Austria, and
on one occa-
sion chatted
with the
great Bis-
marck, then
76 years old.
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