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IMMORTAL WORDS: TEN WEEKS OF WAR

I shall not attempt to prophesy
whether the frenzy of a cornered maniac

will drive Herr Hitler into the worst of his crimes.
But this I will say without a doubt:

that the fate of Holland and Belgium
like that of Poland, Czechoslovakia and Austria,

will be decided by the victory
of the British Empire and the French Republic.

If we are not destroyed, all these countries will be rescued
and restored to life and freedom.

As they look out tonight
from their blatant, panoplied, clattering Nazi Germany,

they cannot find one friendly eye
in the whole circumferance of the globe-Not One!

Russia returns them a flinty stare;
Italy averts her gaze;

Japan is puzzled and thinks herself betrayed.
The hundreds of millions of people in India and in China,

whatever their other feelings,
would regard with undisguised dread a Nazi triumph,

well knowing what their fate would soon be.

The great English-speaking Republic across the Atlantic Ocean
makes no secret of its sympathies or of its self-questionings,

and translates these sentiments into actions
of a character which anyone may judge for himself.

Men of every race and clime feel that this monstrous apparition
stands between them and the forward move which is their due,

and for which the age is ripe.
Let them take courage amid perplexities and perils,

for it may well be that the final extinction of a baleful domination
will pave the way to a broader solidarity

of all the men in all the lands
than we could ever have planned

if we had not marched together through the fire.
-World Broadcast, 1 2 November 1939

Despatch
Box

Editor, The Times, London:
I note that the Foreign Office has an-

nounced that the British Government will not
commemorate the 40th anniversary of V-E
Day "for fear of offending the Germans."

May Churchill forgive the F.O. I cannot.
No other event of this century is so worthy of
celebration, not least by the German people.

At last year's 40th Anniversary of D-Day
there was a major political flap over the ques-
tion of German involvement. Eventually, no
invitation was offered, and the celebrations
were limited to the French, British and Amer-
icans. No one in Germany objected. Manfred
Rommel, whose right to speak for his genera-
tion is unquestioned (a Wehrmacht soldier at
14, his father killed by Hitler; now he is
Mayor of Stuttgart), said it best when asked
to comment on the D-Day celebrations:
"Better to have lost the war with Hitler than
to have won it with him."

The F.O. has shown an incomprehensible
sensitivity to a non-existent German feeling.
Our State Department is not so craven. We
celebrated the hell out of the 200th Anniver-
sary of Yorktown. So far as we were aware,
no one in Britain objected.

V-E Day signifies the crushing of a terrible
evil. Without Britain, that victory could not
have even been contemplated, much less won.
The British people-most of all the veterans-
have a great deal to be proud of. The Germans
have a great deal to be thankful for. There is
much to celebrate, nothing to be ashamed of,
and the F.O. should get out of the way and
allow people to get at it.

-Dr. Stephen E. Ambrose
(Eisenhower Biographer); New Orleans, La.

Your review of Brendon's book (FH#45)
says you looked in vain for substantiation
that WSC offered Sir John Fisher a Cabinet
seat to prevent Fisher's resignation. Ted Mor-
gan's Young Man in a Hurry mentions this on
page 532 and quotes a Fisher letter making
the claim in Companion Part 2 to Vol III of
the Official Biography. Thank you for a fine
magazine.

-Janis Cairo, Paoli. Penna.

True, but it was hearsay, since WSC wrote
nothing; (I meant Brendon didn 't state the
source.)

It is always amusing to me to read such
bizarre rubbish as that by "name withheld by
request" from New Zealand (FH #44 page 5).
How very sad this person must be. His pom-
pous rhetoric falls upon deaf ears. There is no
question that Churchill was the Man of the
Century, and iconoclastic ramblings do not
alter the fact. A ridiculous attempt to compare
and contrast WSC, FDR and MacArthur is a
futile, sophomoric effort. It isn't valid, or even
necessary. Each was a giant in his own right.
I'm quite pleased 1 don't know Mr. No-Name
from New Zealand. He is the sort of person up
with which I would not put.

-H. William Winstanley, DO, Clawson, Mich.



International Datelines

ICS ANNUAL MEETING
Boston, November 1 -3, 1985
REGISTER NOW AND SAVE

Boston -The New England Chapter of
the International Churchill Society cor-
dially invites you to the ICS Annual
General Meeting, at the Parker House,
Boston, over the nights of Friday/Satur-
day November 1st and 2nd 1985. By
registering now, you take advantage of a
guaranteed low price, which we cannot
guarantee beyond June 30th.

Friday 1 November: Check-in at the
Parker House and ICS hospitality suite,
all day. In the evening, a dinner at the
elegant Harvard Club, a short walk from
our hotel, with guest speaker James Cal-
houn Humes. A nationally known lec-
turer and former speech-writer to Presi-
dents Eisenhower, Nixon and Ford, Mr.
Humes is best known for his uncanny
impersonations of Churchill, which were
aired late last year on PBS-TV. His
"Evening with Churchill" will follow
dinner at the Club, which has a fine
traditional atmosphere and offers dra-
matic nighttime views of Boston.

Saturday 2 November: Commencing
10AM there will be displays of books,
stamps and memorabilia at our private
room at Parker House, then a Members
Lunch at noon, followed by an ICS
Board of Directors meeting to which all
members are invited. Parker House is
centrally situated within easy distance
of Boston's many cultural and civic
attractions, which are too numerous to
mention here.

Saturday night: A second dinner at
the Parker House, with a guest speaker
you will not —we assure you —want to
miss. It is too early at this point to make
any revelations, but you can be sure
that this evening will be a stellar occasion.
It will also be open to members of the
public, who will however pay a much
higher price.

Sunday 3 November: Breakfast and
departures. (Boston is easily reached by
car, train or air, and you are responsible
for your own arrangements.)

Hotel Reservations: The Parker House
is holding a large block of rooms at very
favorable prices for ICS members only:
S70 for a single room, $80 for a double.
(Deluxe rooms, $90 single, $ 110 double.)
Those familiar with the Parker House
will know that these prices are as much
as 50% below the "off the street" figure.
It is important to book and confirm
your rooms immediately. Telephone
"Reservations" at the Parker House,
(617) 227-8600 as soon as possible.
Be sure to mention the International
Churchill Society.

Convention Registration: For those
who register before June 30th only, the
total cost for all events, including both
dinners and the Saturday lunch, is $95
(US) per person, payable to ICS and
sent to treasurer George Lewis, 268
Canterbury Road, Westfield NJ 07090.
(In Canada send $133 [Canadian] to
ICS, c/o George Temple, 20 Burbank
Drive, Willowdale, Ontario M2K 1M8.
Elsewhere, contact the editor.)

Please register now: We cannot hold
these prices and the price will be as
high as $125 after June 30th. We want
to provide you with the lowest possible
cost, but we need your help in booking
early. (If you can only attend one
evening, please contact the editor for
individual dinner prices.)

GOOD OLD TIP
Washington, 20 February — Did you
catch it? When introducing Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher (for the
fourth speech to Congress by a British
PM, the other three all by WSC), Speaker
of the House Thomas P. O'Neill described
her as "The Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain" . . . stop. No
Northern Ireland. If the correct wording
was too repulsive, Tip O'Neill could have
quit after "United Kingdom." Alas
graciousness has never been one of Tip's
strong points.

AGAIN AND AGAIN AND AG
New Hampshire—We are informed by
several readers that we still don't have
the IDs right in the photo of the Quebec
Conference (FH#44 p8, FH#45 p3).
The Admiral standing second from the
right (next to Adm. Leahy) is Admiral
Sir Dudley Pound, not Admiral Cunning-
ham. We have given up on Royal Navy
IDs and are now trying our luck with
Dervishes at Omdurman. — Editor

RENEW YOUR BOOK BINDINGS
Henniker, New Hampshire - Member Ian
Morrison of the Old #6 Book Depot (an
excellent place to shop for Churchill,
English and world history), saved the
bacon of many old books in our library
by telling us to forget expensive elixirs
like "bindery wax" and rub in a good
coat of plain clear mineral oil, available
at any drug store (chemist). The stuff
works best on smooth bindings-tight-
weave cloth, vinyl, buckram or leather
— and is not recommended for loose-
weave cloth, on which it can give an un-
even look. On books like The World
Crisis (English and American), mineral
oil is a marvel. It restores faded spines,
erases scratches and smears, adds life to

hinges, and improves the look of most
volumes tremendously. Try it!

LUIGI, R.I.P.
Thompson, Connecticut-Luigi B. Ver-
celli, retired director of the Savoy Grill
in London, died here aged 86 in January.
Vercelli, known to the famous and ob-
scure by his first name, was a fixture at
the Grill, one of the world's great
restaurants. His clients included the Duke
and Duchess of York (later King George
VI and the present Queen Mother), King
Edward VIII (later Duke of Windsor),
Noel Coward, Aristotle Onassis, Sir
John Gielgud, Richard Burton, the
Kennedys when Joseph was Ambassador
to Great Britain, and of course WSC.
When Sir Winston died Luigi decorated
his customary table with English red
roses, and on every January 24th follow-
ing, Luigi placed red roses on the table
and allowed no one to dine there. We
shall plant a red rose bush for Luigi.

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Baton Rouge & Basingstoke - Our USA
and UK offices report that ICS has now
acquired six life members, and we should
like to take this opportunity to thank
them for their support and encourage-
ment: Bruce L. Bogstad, Calif.; Richard
L. Fisher, N.Y.; John David Marshall,
Tenn.; W. T. Perkins, Hants UK; William
R. Schulz, Ariz.; and Michael Sheehan,
Pa.

Please consider life membership,
which costs US$225 or the equivalent in
UK, Canadian or Australian currency,
the next time your renewal is due. Aside
from freeing you from ever receiving
another renewal notice, it is a tremen-
dous shot in the arm for our hard-pressed
treasury. (For purposes of American in-
come tax reports, the Board of Directors
has affixed $175 of each $225 life mem-
bership as a donation, which is tax-
deductible under Section 501(c) (3) of
the IRS Code.)

GOOD BIOGRAPHIC NEWS!
London-Official biographer Martin Gil-
bert informs us that Heinemann have re-
lented and allowed him to cover the re-
maining 1942-1965 period in two
volumes rather than the previous one.
Volume VII will be entitled Road to
Victory, and will cover events from
December 1941 to May 1945. "The
typescript will go to the printer on D-Day
('delivery day'), 6 June 1985, with a
view to publication in the early spring
of 1986," Martin writes. Volume VIII
will span May 1945 to January 1965,
making it an eight-volume biography in



all." We are sure all members of ICS join
us in congratulating Martin for his
perserverance, and his determination to
do this important period real justice.

EXCHANGE WOES
Zurich — No sooner did we dare hope
that the pound might recover (FH#45
p.5) than it took another nosedive
against the over-valued U. S. dollar, and
at this writing (20 March) is hovering
about 15 cents over $1, with many ex-
perts believing that the slide is not yet
over. Combined with the February
postal increases, it now costs ICS $6.64
to airmail four FHs to Britain, and the
£13 a British member pays now con-
verts to only $14.95, leaving us with a
"net after postage" of $8 (against about
$14.75 from a US member's payment.)

We have switched our paper stock
from 70- to 60-pound, and hope to have
several issues per year hand-carried to
London for local posting at much lower
rates, but the latter is strictly at the
whim of one our directors' schedules.
We vowed at Toronto not to raise subs
for 1985, and we fully intend to honor
that pledge.

Directors will be discussing how to
handle the postage situation later this
year, but the best solution really is just
to ADD MEMBERS! If you have a
friend who might be interested in ICS,
ask your nearest ICS office (Baton
Route, Basingstoke, Willowdale or En-
deavour Hills) to send you an extra
copy of Finest Hour and an application.
Please help sell others on membership.

EXCHANGE JOYS
Toronto -Feature editor John Plump-
ton, who teaches school here, writes
that his School Board paid him 41$ on
the US dollar for a business trip to
Chicago. "Every news broadcast men-
tions 714 on a dollar," writes John.
"Try and buy one for that! In effect it
is a 594 dollar to purchase it at a bank.
Egads! When I started buying books
from Dal Newfield he paid me 64 pre-
mium on the mighty Cdn $1. How the
mighty have fallen!" Except in ICS,
John —which offers, at our Canadian
$20 subscription rate a 75-cent dollar
—highest in the world!

THE MAHDIII
Khartoum, Sudan -Sudanese leader Ni-
meiri has no shortage of rivals, reports
Newsweek, the most prominent being
Sadiq el Mahdi, 48, great-grandson of
the leader who governed Sudan after
defeating British General Charles "Chi-
nese" Gordon here in 1885, and who
was himself deposed by General Kit-
chener, with the incidental help of
WSC, in 1899. (See The River War,
Woods A2.) Nimeiri visited the U. S. in

March for his annual physical and con-
ferences with Washington officials. "He
could hardly forget," the magazine re-
ported, "that it was on his return from
a similar trip in 1976 that Libyan-backed
enemies only narrowly failed in a major
coup attempt." Postscript: They were
right. The military has taken over Sudan.

Perfect for
holidays
in any
season

(as some very
discriminating

Reid's Hotel
Funchal • Madeira

LIVELY LORDS
London -Television came to the House
of Lords easily this year, reports John
Fraser in the Toronto Globe and Mail,
and the "star of the occasion was the
90-year-old Lord Stockton, as former
prime minister Harold Macmillan [an
ICS Hon. Member] now styles himself
. .• . Lord Stockton dismissed most of
the Government's economic self-defence,
presented by the Earl of Gowrie, as so
much 'picksniffian' banter. He ridiculed
Lord Gowrie's proud claim that exports
had risen by pointing out this was 'not

a wholly unexpected result of allowing
the pound to lose half its value.'

"When he first stood for Parliament
63 years ago, he said, unemployment in
his constituency was 29%. He was back
in his old bailiwick a few days ago and
learned that it was now at 28%. 'The
circle has come completely round and
it's a sad end to one's life,' he said.

"Lord Stockton noted that after
'the depressing reign of Carter came to
an end, Reagan did a very wise thing: he
dismissed . . . the monetarists. Unhappily
for us, many of them came here and we
received them with the usual courtesy
we always extend to refugees. They are
here in our universities, our newspapers
and magazines and they are even ru-
moured to be in Downing Street.'

"Lord Gowrie made the mistake of
quoting Gladstone in his defence of
Government policy, which allowed Lord
Stockton to observe that he had been
convinced for some time that the current
Government's economic planning was
stuck somewhere in 1860."

Sir Winston would have enjoyed this
Parliamentary tour de force by his old
friend, perhaps remembering the famous
Rule 12 of The Other Club, which WSC
had himself written: "Nothing in the
rules or intercourse of the Club shall
interfere with the rancour and asperity
of party politics."

An Invitation . . .

NEW ENGLAND PUB LUNCH
AUGUST 4TH
Contoocook, WH-The editor and Mrs.
Langworth cordially invite members and
friends to an English pub lunch and ICS
sociable on Sunday 4 August, at their
riverside home just outside Concord,
New Hampshire. A ploughman's lunch
of bread/cheese/pickled onions/chutney
will be served, along with English and
Yank beer and soft drinks. An auction
will be held to benefit the Society (bring
your Churchilliana), and there will be
displays of books, stamps and memora-
bilia. Built 1776, Putney House is a
center-chimney farmhouse along the
Contoocook River, surrounded by woods
and fields with no other houses in sight.
It is 1% hours from Boston, 3 hours
from Hartford, 5 hours from New York.
If you plan to tour New England this
summer, perhaps you can join us.
Details on local motels and inns and road
directions will be provided.

RSVP: Send $6 per adult, $3 per
child (payable ICS) to the editor, Putney
House, Contoocook, NH 03229. This
will cover food and drink, and tell us
how many to plan for. We look forward
to seeing you!



If Not Us-Who?
If Not Now—When?
The Churchill Literary Foundation:
The End of the Beginning

BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD,
INTERNATIONAL CHURCHILL SOCIETY

In this man's name, memorials finance
students of Indian dance, entomologists in

South America, the study of folk costumes in Europe.
Yet no one is making a serious effort to preserve his

eight million spoken and written words from vanishing from
our schools, libraries and thoughts. Isn 't it time someone did?

OF ALL the figures in history, none holds a candle in our
collective memory to Sir Winston Churchill. "Religious figures
excepted," Dalton Newfield once wrote, Sir Winston "is still the
most quoted, pictured, written-about personage in the Free
World . . . No week passes without references to him in the
media. Politicians quote him frequently, and columnists con-
stantly refer to his words."

Perhaps for this reason, the International Churchill Society
has made a success of devoting itself to this one man, 20 years
after his death—a man, furthermore, who has been widely
criticized, justly and unjustly, on many issues over the course of
almost 100 years. It is hard to imagine, let alone locate, another
organization dedicated to another statesman, as successful as
ours.

There are of course many organizations promoting many
worthy causes in Sir Winston's name. But among these the ICS
remains distinct. No other association, public or private, in any
way matches our singleminded devotion to the study of Winston
Churchill, "warts and all." No other body has our single, over-
riding goal: to foster knowledge of Churchill's life and works, to
apply his thought to modernday problems, and so to better
understand our world and ourselves. Nowhere else, except at
the Archives Centre of Churchill College Cambridge, are so
much spent and so many talents applied to this objective.

Our Society is, therefore, in a unique position. And it has, as
a result, a special responsibility: to make Churchill's thought
and experience widely available for study, not only by ourselves
but by generations to come. Ironically, such an effort is not, in
any organized way, being made anywhere else.

To meet this responsibility the leaders of ICS have long
cherished the idea of a Churchill Literary Foundation. When in
Toronto last November our directors voted to apply our entire
1985 budget surplus of S5000 to launching the Foundation, we
were able for the first time to look upon this one-time impossible
dream as a concrete reality-attainable within a remarkably
short time.

Here then are the problems which confront us, together with
the solutions we propose, and what you can do to help.

THE DECLINE OF CHURCHILL BOOKS IN PRINT
Of the 37 individual books of Sir Winston Churchill, 29 are

out of print and another four are on the verge. Of some 140
individual works including pamphlets, virtually all are long out
of print and many are unobtainable even from antiquarian
booksellers and libraries. The brilliant literary heritage of
Churchill is in danger of being lost to all but the wealthy.

The problem grows more acute yearly. For most publishers
there is little impulse at present to reprint a long-vanished Chur-
chill work. As good as it is-as appropriate to today's issues-it
lacks sufficient popular appeal to break even on the commercial
level.

In 1982, for example, the Durban firm of Griggs & Co. pro-
duced a new edition of London to Ladysmith via Pretoria, out
of print since 1906, intending to follow up with the second
Boer War volume, Ian Hamilton's March. But in 1983 their
managing director advised us that Hamilton's March could not
go forward, owing to low sales of Ladysmith. No organized
attempt had been made to get this epic volume into the hands
of the many libraries and institutions which could have used it —
or even into the USA market. Yet Ladysmith, together with
Hamilton, represents one of the most vital, readable accounts of
South African history, with many broad parallels to the prob-
lems there today.

The Solution:
The Foundation will encourage such republication, and help

libraries and institutions acquire the reprinted works, by working
with publishers to guarantee sufficient sales—even by its own
purchase orders —for ultimate donation to charitable and educa-
tional institutions. If possible, the Foundation should encourage
reprints to take the form of first editions, with the texts taken
from Churchill's "final revise." Malakand Field Force might, for
example, appear in its original apple green boards, but with a
text from the 1899 Silver Library Edition, which was the first
published text fully approved by the author.

To return all of Churchill's vanished books to print is not as
formidable a task as it might appear. If just 15 titles were re-



published, nearly every written and spoken word might be
restored, since many of his works were revisions of earlier books
or collections of earlier speeches. A reprint of the 1952/1969
three-volume War Speeches, for example, would effectively
restore all of Churchill's WW2 speech books from Into Battle
(1941) through Secret Session Speeches (1946).

THE LIMITS ON WORTHWHILE
CHURCHILL-RELATED BOOKS

Much the same problem exists concerning scholarly studies
of Churchill, his life and times, by qualified authors. Publishers
tend not to undertake any but the most popularized Churchill-
related titles, hoping for wide public appeal. To earn that appeal
a book must too often pander to public taste, and perhaps over-
dramatize personal and family incidents at the expense of
original research and scholarship.

Two exceptions to the rule were Winston Churchill's World
View by Kenneth W. Thompson (University of Louisiana Press)
and Churchill: Retreat From Empire by Raymond Callahan.
Both shed important new light on the post-1945 Churchill, but
their content, not public appeal, enabled them to be produced
by these small scholarly houses. Both publishers tell us that they
will soon be out of print, although they have by no means
reached all the libraries that should include them.

Another recent, invaluable work is the three-volume Churchill-
Roosevelt Complete Correspondence by Warren Kimball (Prince-
ton University Press). But at S150, this work is beyond the
reach of most individuals, as well as all too many libraries. A
Literary Foundation could work in many ways to bring the
price of such important works down to the point where most
libraries could afford them.

The most vital of all Churchill-related works, the Official
Biography, is in difficulty too. Although Martin Gilbert is now
being allowed to cover the 1941-1965 period in two final bio-
graphic volumes and not one as was first intended, no publisher
has expressed any interest in further "Companion" or Document
volumes, the latest of which stops at 1940. Since the Churchill
Archives for 1940-1945 contain some of the most valuable
documentation on the most crucial five years in this century,
failing to produce the remaining Companion volumes would be
an affront to history.

The Solution:
The Foundation will establish a Board of Trustees composed

of recognized authorities, representatives of the Churchill family
and the Archives Trust, to assign priorities and develop solutions
to these vexing problems. The Foundation must act to convince
publishers to undertake works of special merit. If necessary, it
might guarantee a minimum purchase of books for donation to
libraries and institutions. The need is urgent. Without such
action, many deserving works will be lost.

THE DISSOLUTION OF FINE CHURCHILL LIBRARIES
Colleges, universities and public libraries which can boast a

complete set of Churchill for ready reference are pitifully few.
Those aware of the value and irreplaceability of such books as
India or The River War must be loath to circulate them. Such
books have become exhibit items, rather than the tools for
study they deserve to be. Libraries that do circulate such books
soon find that normal wear and tear renders them into tatters.

Those that do not have them cannot serve the student, scholar,
historian or researcher.

There are perhaps 100 really good private Churchill libraries.
Our Society, through our bibliographic activities, is encouraging
younger people to build more. Several booksellers among ICS
members are doing their part by stocking volumes priced within
the reach of anyone—not just the expensive first editions. Alas,
these fine Churchill libraries are too often broken up after the
deaths of their creators. One letter received some time ago by an
ICS bookseller illustrates the problem . . .

"With my concurrence my husband left his collection of
Churchill books, about 400 volumes, to [a midwestern college
library]. Last week I found that 8 or 10 had been shelved as
new acquisitions, another 15 or 20 had replaced worn copies,
and the balance had been sold to local dealers. It was impossible
to say what they fetched as they were sold with other rejects in
a bulk transaction."

Several collectors have willed their books to Churchill Col-
lege Cambridge or Westminster College. The likelihood that
those institutions do not already possess every title is low. A
donor can therefore assume that his collection will be broken up
and sold off. If the recipient knows the market, the donor's
objective —to benefit the recipient—is served. But most don't.
How many can know that a tatty copy of Savrola is a treasure
of high value?

Likewise, how does an executor obtain proper value when
the benefit of the estate is essential? Lawyers say they call in
"experts" (usually a local bookseller). How many booksellers
really know Churchill? Auctioneers also use experts. Yet when
they auctioned a prominent collection recently, one well-known
auction house undervalued it, in the opinion of many collectors,
by at least 50%. The heirs, who were in real need, received only
half its true value.

The problem persists. Hardly a month passes when our Society
officers don't get a letter asking, "What shall I do with my
Churchill library?"

The Solution:
The answer is obviously a Book Distribution, or Bequest

Department of the Foundation, staffed by reliable, competent
volunteers (of which ICS has many), to receive bequests of
Churchill book collections and instructions from the donors.
An instruction might be: "Sell these for the benefit of Chartwell,"
or "place the books where they will do the most good." Or a
dual instruction: "Realize $3000 for the benefit of my heirs and
donate any amount realized over that to the Churchill Memorial
Trust in New York."

The Bequest Department would operate in strict accord with
the donors' wishes. It would advise libraries of the availablity of
titles, and file wantlists against future acquisitions. As a last
resort it could supervise the proper evaluation and sale of books
for their genuine value, the proceeds going where the donor
directs. There are questions to be resolved-storage, inventory,
reports to executors, office space-but these hardly pose insur-
mountable problems. The important thing is that we would
hereby guarantee that no books will be sold off to the "trade"
until every worthy library in Britain, America and the Dominions
had a chance to obtain them.



Right: Diners Club/Hamlyn faithfully reprinted long-extinct
2- Vol Randolph Churchill in 1974. If you had $150 you could own it.

THE CHURCHILL CONCORDANCE
Any student or researcher can attest to the need for a com-

prehensive Concordance-Index of Churchill's words. Week after
week Westminster College, one of the Churchill Trusts or our-
selves get requests from the media, researchers or students; "Can
you confirm that Churchill said XXX? . . . When and to whom
did he say or write it?" Ninety percent of the time, we fail to
provide the answers.

The Official Biography is of course exhaustively indexed, as
are the Complete Speeches by Robert Rhodes James (eight
volumes, now out of print). But there are some 2000 works
relating to Sir Winston-not to mention many by him-in
which the indexing varies from good to non-existent. It is im-
possible right now for a researcher to have ready access to Chur-
chill's thought on a given subject without months of laborious
manual effort. Even then it is likely that the material assembled
will be incomplete. We are speaking, after all, of a career which
spanned over 60 years and touched every subject from the
opinions of a schoolboy to the question of nuclear war.

The Solution:
The computer age is upon us. Within the next ten years there

will be an explosion in data banks, programs and personal com-
puters that will make this device as common as the radio. Surely
every library, college, university and even grammar school will
soon acquire computer equipment.

What could be better than a computer-based Concordance to
every word Churchill wrote and spoke on every subject under
the sun? Phone links to a master system could be provided, or
individual programs distributed. Typically, the researcher would
operate on a narrowing-down basis.

Let us say that he feeds the system the word "missiles." It
returns 489 references to missiles in Churchill's writings and
speeches. He then punches in "nuclear," and get 153 references
to nuclear missiles. This is still too many, so he punches in
"post-1952," desiring to get Churchill's views on the Soviet
missile threat after the USSR obtained the H-bomb. The com-
puter then provides five specific references. The whole job takes
minutes. Formerly it may have taken weeks.

After investigation with experts, we have determined that
such a concept is entirely feasible at present. The technology
exists, furthermore, whereby we can program literally every
word Churchill ever wrote or spoke. This would provide instant
data retrieval without reference to his books. Thousands of such
programs are being made every month on other subjects, and
the cost of programming could be as low as $25,000.

I hasten to add that a computerized Concordance would by
no means make the books obsolete. You don't sit down to read
a computer program. Furthermore, the expense of referencing
computer entries precludes relying on the Concordance exclu-
sively. If anything, the computer would support and promote
the further use of Churchill's books for more thorough research.

The whole purpose of this proposal is to encourage scholar-
ship-to imbue young people, especially, with a knowledge of
Churchill's role in history, and his ever-so-applicable thoughts
about it. It is our most cherished goal-the final step by which
we may preserve his rich literary heritage.

FOUNDATION STRUCTURE
Attorney Jon S. Richardson of Manchester, New Hampshire

firm of Sheehan, Phinney, Bass and Green is an ICS member
who has volunteered his time to help create a legal Foundation.
Mr. Richardson has been appointed to a committee comprised
of three other attorneys: Wallace H. Johnson of Omaha, William
C. Ives of Chicago, and Ronald I. Cohen of Montreal. Mr.
Richardson has asked Steven Anderson, a partner with the firm
of Ernst and Whinney, to assist us in tax and accounting plan-
ning. When the Foundation is activated, we will ask Ernst and
Whinney (or another national accounting firm if they are un-
available) to audit the Foundation upon payment or normal
audit fees.

The Board of Trustees will exercise primary control over
Foundation activities and make all operating decisions. It will
consist of prominent persons in the English-speaking nations
with specific interest and competence in the areas outlined:
scholars, historians, representatives of the Churchill family and
Archives Trust, Sir Winston's literary executors and ICS. It will
not, however, be a department of this Society, although the
Society will act on its behalf during the initial fund-raising. (See
below.) The Board will be kept small enough to ensure attendance
at one annual meeting, though interim business may be con-
ducted by mail. Recognizing that Trustees are busy people,
meetings will be kept to a minimum, rotated in location, with
all expenses paid.

The Foundation will be registered as a non-profit charitable
corporation under Section 501(c) (3) of the United States IRS
Code, and similarly with the Canadian Inland Revenue.

FUND-RAISING

Sir Winston Churchill's place in history is secure. The ability
to raise funds for projects in his memory diminishes as time
passes. Therefore, an immediate fund drive will be made to raise
substantial principal. Decisions on how this principal may best
be invested or spent shall rest with the Trustees. In the long run,
we hope the Foundation will be able to operate on interest not
principal, and therefore indefinitely. The usual safeguards will
exist to ensure no profit to private individuals and the turnover
of assets to other charitable institutions should the Foundation
ever be dissolved. The fund-raising program has several phases:

1. Test Project: "The Dream" (Woods 527j
We must first demonstrate that ample support exists for a

Churchill Literary Foundation. For this we are using the tax-
free charitable status already in effect for the International
Churchill Society. This already exists in the United States and
Mr. Cohen is taking steps to obtain similar status in Canada



We will launch this year a pledge drive with the goal of 500
gifts of at least S250 (US) each. The expenses of this drive will
be funded by ICS. Our goals will be set down and circulated to
ICS members, their friends and colleagues, and other individuals
likely to support us. We have already had support expressed for
this pledge drive among several prominent regular, life and
honorary members.

As a token of thanks for supporters of this pledge drive, we
propose to publish a finely printed and bound edition of The
Dream, a rare Churchill short story. Dragonwyck Publishing
Inc., my company, has volunteered its services without charge in
the design and production of this volume. The nominal cost of
the book will be about S10, so that S240 out of each S250 gift
will be tax-deductible by American and Canadian citizens.

"The Dream," published only once in a newspaper in 1966,
is a charming, utterly Churchillian essay about the imagined
return of Lord Randolph Churchill, who appears suddenly at
Chartwell in 1948. Winston gives his father a commanding,
terrifying yet optimistic overview of world history since 1895 —
without ever mentioning the roles he himself played.

There are some poignant lines. Lord Randolph asks, "Is
there still a Czar?" Winston replies, "Yes, but it's another family.
He is much more powerful, and much more despotic."

Churchill is, as ever, both prescient and hopeful. "It may well
be that an even worse war is drawing near . . . a war of liberal
civilisation against the Mongol hordes. Far gone are the days of
Queen Victoria and a settled world order. But, having gone
through so much, we do not despair."

Lord Randolph comments that Winston seems to have quite
a grasp of these terrible events: "I really wonder you didn't go
into politics. You might have done a lot to help. You might
even have made a name for yourself." With that he lights his
cigarette and vanishes.

Because of its obscurity and poignance, "The Dream" seems
ideal for this project. The text would be preceded by a scholarly
introduction, discussing how it reflects Churchill's philosophy,
his state of mind at the time, and how it applies to today's
problems. The book requires several good illustrations, and
would amount to perhaps 32 heavy pages-small enough to cost
little, unique enough to be treasured by supporters of the
Foundation. It would be Churchill's 44th individual published
book.

2. The Main Fund Appeal
Should "The Dream" demonstrate that there is ample sup-

port for a Churchill Literary Foundation, the organization will
be immediately established with a direct grant of funds received
in the pledge drive by this Society. The Trustees would then

Left: Four of the many cheap editions of Savro la- Ne wnes (1908),
the French (1948) and Spanish (1956) translations and the Beacon
paperback (1957). But aside from expensive "instant collectibles" like
the 1974 "Collected Works, " there hasn 't been a Savrolapublished since.

plan further drives, fund-raising dinners in major cities, with
guest speakers of world prominence, or those closely associated
with Sir Winston. A further direct mail campaign would simul-
taneously be undertaken. The assistance of other, existing
organizations, such as the English-Speaking Union, would be
solicited. The Trustees would also examine the possiblity of
government grants.

3. Endowment and Budgeting
The goal of the initial pledge drive involving "The Dream" is

$125,000. The ultimate goal is SI,000,000. The use of funds is
not conditional on meeting the goal immediately. The Foun-
dation can begin operations with much less in hand. All budget-
ing will be the responsibility of the Board of Trustees.

IF NOT US-WHO?
Sir Winston said, "Don't argue the difficulties—they will

argue perfectly well enough for themselves." We are sure that
the plan we outline does not allow for all the obstacles this
project will face. At the same time, we feel it is desperately
needed, and that no other body is as ready and able as the
International Churchill Society to undertake the job.

The success of our ICS is ample evidence that as big as it is,
we can and will succeed in setting up the Churchill Literary
Foundation. Consider what we have already accomplished:

• With the very minimum of publicity, ICS has brought to-
gether within three years over 700 people devoted to the Chur-
chill saga, who renew their membership at a 75% loyalty rate.

• We have published since 1981 fifteen issues of an increas-
ingly large, professional quarterly journal, staffed by so many
expert contributors that the editor's biggest problem every issue
is to find enough space.

• We have convinced the publisher to plan a new, vastly en-
larged, rewritten edition of the Woods Bibliography, to which
we are applying computer technology, that enlarges its scope
and accuracy by dramatic proportions. The end result, when
published in 1987, will be a model among bibliographies.

• We have twice organized near-capacity tours of "Churchill's
England" by Canadian, American and' Australian members,'
visiting Churchill shrines both famous and obscure, and frater-
nizing with like-minded people in Great Britain.

• We have increased the awareness of and interest in the
Churchill topic among bibliophiles, philatelists, collectors,
scholars and students.

• We have hosted dinners in Canada, England and the USA,
with prominent speakers whose remarks have increased the store
of oral history relating to Churchill.

• We have obtained, to our great good cheer, the unqualified
encouragement and support of prominent members of the Chur-
chill family; Sir Winston's former associates; members of govern-
ment, business and the academy; the President of the United
States and the Prime Minister of Great Britain.

Surely, if anyone can do this great deed, we can.
concluded overleaf.



IF NOT NOW-WHEN?
A year or so ago, we received a letter from one of our youngest

members, a New England schoolboy. His father had forgotten
his student membership, and he has missed an issue of Finest
Hour. "Please don't drop me," he wrote us. "Dad forgot. I re-
minded him and he is sending a check. My school paper last
term was about 'Young Winston.' I would be lost without my
ICS membership-please send the issue I missed."

Ladies and gentlemen, if a boy not yet born when Sir Winston
Churchill died can be so taken with the story we all know so
well, what more evidence do we need that Churchill's words and
thought can and must be preserved for those who come after
us?

I would like to think that after all of us are gone, we will
have left a self-perpetuating legacy of Churchill's wisdom to
guide, inspire, and perhaps even save a future generation. From
what I know so far of the universal appeal of Churchill and the
success of this Society, I am encouraged to think that there is
hope yet for the civilization he saved—to which he contributed
eight million of the finest words in the English language.

WHAT YOU CAN DO-NOW
If you are convinced that this project can and must go for-

ward, please join our campaign: send your pledge of S250 or
more to our treasurer, George E. Lewis, 268 Canterbury Road,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090. (Installment pledges are more
than welcome, but we ask that you plan on completing the
final payment by the end of 1985.)

For American citizens, we will acknowledge your gift imme-
diately with a receipt stating that all but $10 of your pledge is
tax-deductible. (Canadians may let us know they will pledge
now, but please send no money until our tax-free status is ap-
proved in Canada.) ICS members in Britain and the Common-
wealth are invited to support us with gifts equivalent to US$250.
Although we do hope to obtain tax-free charitable status in the
UK and Australia, we are still looking for a volunteer with legal
connections to process our application.

PLEDGE FORM (cut or copy)
To: ICS, 268 Canterbury Road, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 USA

Gentlemen: Please find check payable ICS enclosed for:
• $250 donation to launch the Churchill Literary Foundation
• $75 installment. (Bill me $50/50/75 at intervals this year.)
D (Canadians) I pledge the equivalent of US$250 for payment on

notification that ICS has tax-free status in Canada.

/ understand that this donation will be used solely to help
launch the Literary Foundation and that as a token of thanks,
I shall receive a fine edition of The Dream, limited to 500 copies.
I understand that $240 of this gift is tax-deductible for U. S. Qti-
zens per Section 501(c) (3), IRS Code.

I Name

I Address

I Town

Churchil!.*
II Retreat
P| from
i* Empire

Above: 2-Vol River
War (I) was last in
print in 1900; at
right are the 1-Vol
abridgements (1933,
1951, 1973). Right:
two scholarly works
which just barely
made one printing,
by Callahan and
Thompson; many
others never get into
print in hardbound
form at all.

ICS for its part is acting only as a conduit. We assure you
that no portion of your pledge will be used for any purpose
other than the Literary Foundation, and that in due course
you will receive your finely bound, limited edition of "The
Dream."

WHAT YOU CAN DO-LATER
Why not organize a dinner for ICS members in your area?

We are now large enough to sustain a reasonable size meeting
in the New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Los Angeles and San
Francisco areas. Planning one is simple: first obtain a qualified
speaker (I can provide the addresses of several) set a price suffi-
cent to cover all expenses plus one meal; invite all local ICS
members; expand the invitation through press releases to the
entire community. For further details please write me at Putney
House, Contoocook, New Hampshire 03229.

"LET US TO THE TASK"
Many fine things have already been accomplished in Sir

Winston Churchill's name. There are scholarships and statues,
memorials and tributes, records and memorabilia. But there
remains one more task, sorely needed now: to preserve the
thought of Churchill through his written and spoken words.

"Books in all their variety are often the means by which
civilisation may be carried triumphantly forward," Churchill
wrote. A book does not require travel to appreciate. Books
bring the word of the Man of the Century to life better than any
statue —any memorial. They are the tools by which generations
yet unborn may come to know Churchill's deeds. The Churchill
Literary Foundation is the Memorial your Society, with your
aid, wishes to contribute. Please help us.

I State/Prov

I

Zip/postcode

10



Reviewing Churchill Edited by John G. Plumpton
130 Collingsbrook Blvd. Agincourt, Ont. M1W1M7

The Story of the Malakand Field Force, 1897

We have long thought about recapping
the original reviews of Churchill's books,
as they were seen by commentators of
the day. Now John Plumpton, our fea-
ture editor, has begun a series to accom-
plish just that. "Reviewing Churchill"
will appear on an alternating basis with
"From the Journals," John's synopses
of articles by and about Churchill, with
"Reviewing" in odd-numbered issues

t and "Journals" in even-numbered. John
* hopes to look at each of Sir Winston's
•• books in the order they were published.

THE STORY OF THE MALAKAND
FIELD FORCE
Longmans, Green and Co., London,
New York & Bombay 2000 copies pub-
lished on 14 March 1898. Woods Al.

THE TIMES, London, 7 April 1898
The labours and vicissitudes of the

Tirah Expedition have distracted public
attention from the operations of the
Malakand Field Force, but Lieutenant
Winston Churchill, a son of the late
Lord Randolph Churchill, has provided
an adequate record of that considerable
frontier campaign.

It is an extremely interesting and
well-written account of the great rising
on the Chitral road, of the gallant de-
fence of Malakand and Chakdara, and of
the subsequent operations of Sir Bindon
Blood's force against the Mohmands and
Mamunds.

Risings among the frontier tribes
have always been sudden, but never
before has the transition from peace to
war, from security to imminent danger
been more abrupt than when the storm

^ burst over the small garrisons on the
Panjkara River. The positions were not
well-adapted for defence and the Mala-
kand camp seems to have been selected
without any regard to the possibility of
attack. "The vacillation caused by the
change of parties in England led to the
Malakand garrison remaining for two
years in a position which could not well
be defended on paper or in reality."

Under every disadvantage, the garri-
son repulsed attacks and sent help to
hard-pressed comrades in Chakdara. Fol-
lowing the unconditional surrender of
3,000 tribesmen of the Lower Swat
Valley, Sir Bindon Blood's men endured
an easy victory with trifling loss. The
Swatis were now effectively crushed,
but "after much delay and hesitation"
the Government of India decided against
immediate action.

Subsequently orders were received to
move against the Mohmands. Lieutenant
Churchill gives an admirable account of
the somewhat complex operations which
followed. The hard fighting, which is
vividly described, was for a time critical.
The small force was saved from destruc-
tion by the great gallantry of all ranks.

As the author points out, the scale of
the fighting was exceedingly small, but
a defeat, even a decided reverse, would
have fired the imagination of the tribes-
men and multiplied their numbers. That
all difficulties were surmounted is a
striking proof of the fighting powers of
the Indian army, and especially of the
native troops, who comprised by far
the greater part of the Malakand Field
Force.

The book is, however, much more
than a clever description of military
operations. The author shows a keen
insight into frontier questions and his
outspoken comments frequently go
straight to the mark. Whereas the British
regard the march along the Chitral road
as a "breach of faith," the tribesmen
regard the British action on the road as
"a menace to their independence."

Readers of this most interesting book,
whether they agree with all the conclu-
sions or not, will derive clear impressions
of a memorable small war and of the
general conditions on the frontier prob-
lem. And the power of direct expression,
the unhesitating candour, and the sense
of humour displayed by the young
author will be noted as a striking instance
of heredity.

THE NEW YORK TIMES, 30 April 1898
Lieutenant Winston L. Spencer Chur-

chill's story of the Malakand Field Force
has an especial interest for American
readers, for he is the son of the late
Lord Randolph Churchill and the grand-
son of Leonard Jerome. His education
has been paid for in part from the rental
of the house of the University Club in
New York, which his mother owns.

Young Lieutenant Churchill, an
officer in the Queen's Own Hussars,
joined Major Gen. Sir Bindon Blood's
campaign on the north-west frontier of
India, which resulted in the subjection
of the Mamunds and resulted in the turn-
ing back of the wave of Afghan invasion.
It was not a long war or a particularly
exciting conflict but the courage of the
English soldier and the skill of the
officers are often underestimated.

Lieutenant Churchill does not hold

Malakands: the first
Colonial (1899) and

Newnes (1916) editions.

Lord Clive's prejudice against the Pathan
Sepoy and is of the opinion that their
good qualities ought to be more appre-
ciated. He notes that "these men are
placed in a very strange and false posi-
tion. They are asked to fight against
their countrymen and co-religionists.. .

Lieutenant Churchill's book is really
an amplification of the series of letters
which he wrote during his term of ser-
vice in India to and for The London
Daily Telegraph. He tells us that he does
not pretend to deal with the complica-
tions of the frontier question. He writes
simply and modestly, and his description
of the general character of the numerous
and powerful tribes of the Indian fron-
tier, of his own experiences during the
campaign, and his observations of the
problems of frontier warfare, are inter-
esting and readable. Perhaps the last
chapter, "The Riddle of the Frontier,"
will have the most interest to readers
who are familiar with the political his-
tory of English India.

When the northern savages descended
from the mountains and invaded the
plains at the foot of the Himalayas,
where British power had paused, they
were met by equal courage and superior
discipline and driven back. The defensive
stance was replaced by a system of puni-
tive expeditions which has been derided
as a policy of "butcher and bolt." The
hostility amongst the tribesmen and the
intrigues of Russia brought about
another change of policy. The Methar of
Chitral was made a vassal, nominally of
the Maharajah of Cashmere, but practi-
cally of the Imperial Government.
Frontier forts were built and roads con-
structed, while relations were developed
with border tribes. Frontier tribes were
threatened and war ensued. Opinion in
England and India was divided over the
"forward policy." Lieutenant Churchill's
opinion, which he says is shared by all
who know most about the case, is that
the forward movement is now beyond
recall and we are inclined to agree with
him. •
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85th

Anniversary

WINSTON CHURCHILL'S
Escape From The Boers

1899 • December • 1984

International Churchill Society

In Winston's Footsteps
Retracing Churchill's South African Escape

Almost 85 Years to the Day

BY DAVID DRUCKMAN

ON TUESDAY, 12 December 1899, Lt. Winston Churchill, war
correspondent for the Morning Post, scrambled over a Pretoria
prison wall and escaped the captivity of the Boers. Eleven days
later, after one of the most publicized manhunts in history, he
turned up free and as talkative as ever in Durban, the hero of the
hour. The British Empire offered up its collective congratulations.
"Electors of the borough of Oldham wrote to say that they
would give me their votes," Churchill wrote in London to Lady-
smith via Pretoria. "Young ladies sent me woollen comforters.
Old ladies forwarded their photographs." Still, the correspon-
dence, as Churchill admitted, "varied vastly in tone as well as in
character." A member of the Natal Parliament wrote, " . . . your
wonderful and glorious deeds [will] send such a thrill of pride
and enthusiasm through Great Britain and the United States of
America, that the Anglo-Saxon race will be irresistable." But a
cable from London read, "Best friends here hope you won't go
making further ass of yourself."

Churchill's epic escape proved one of the great climacterics of
his career, launching him into politics-another battlefield in
which he would be active for over six decades. It was with this in
mind that I decided to visit South Africa in late 1984, to trace
Churchill's movements after his escape as far to the east as pos-
sible. Our trip, which lasted from 14 December to 7 January,
coincided with Churchill's journey almost 85 years to the day.

Traveling the high and low veldt in Transvaal Province is not
part of the standard South African tour, so I made arrangements
through a Chicago tourist agency for a made-to-order journey.
Accompanying my wife and me was our German guide from
South West Africa, Irmela Middendorff; our transportation was a
VW mini-bus.

A Churchill Society project was also involved. When he learned
of my plans, Richard Langworth suggested I take some blank
covers with me and have them stamped and hand-cancelled at
post offices in towns along Churchill's escape route. The post-
marks would coincide closely with the actual dates of Churchill's
contact 85 years ago.

After a first night in Johannesburg, we drove to Sun City, the
integrated gambling resort in the independent native homeland
of Bophuthatswana. Our plan had been to drive from there to
Kruger National Park, stopping enroute at the Churchill sites, but
this 435-mile trip proved impossible for one day. Instead we
made overnight reservations for Witbank. Our first stop was Pre-
toria, where Churchill was held "in durance vile."

The post office in Church Square was easily accessible, but the
pinnacle of our visit was the library-the former States Model
Schools —on the busy corner of Van Der Walt and Skinner
Streets. Here the Boers had held English officers, and from here
Churchill had escaped. It was Sunday and the library was closed,
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Left: one of the 40 6 x 4-inch covers David
had cancelled along WSC's escape route.
Above: We hope you enjoyed the flavor of
adhesive, Dave! For details on obtaining
this extremely limited ICS commemorative
cover, please see the box on p. 14.

Above: The former States Model School building in Pretoria, from which
escapee Winston Churchill began his long trek to Portuguese East Africa
85 years ago. There is some question about its dimensions (see text).
Below: The famous Town Hall at Ladysmith, whose belfry stood as
symbol of defiance during the Boer siege,"sorely battered but unyielding,"
as WSC wrote. The belfry is somewhat modified but intact today.

S.S&.

but the grounds were accessible. Unfortunately a building now
blocks the wall over which WSC climbed, and I ran into some
confusion over the various dimensions.

The prison diagram in London to Ladysmith (page 182) gives
the front (Van Der Walt Street) dimension as "150", without
indicating what units. The measurement is in fact about 150
yards (Woods, Young Winston's Wars, p.179), but the present
dimension of the building is 150 feet on Van Der Walt, and 70
feet on the side (Skinner Street). If Woods' drawing is to scale,
the building in front was originally 330 feet. Since the "150" in
Ladysmith referred to the length of the front of the entire com-
pound, the left half of the front appears to have been eliminated.
My pictures show no protrusion on the left side as there is in the
drawings, and I don't recall seeing one in situ.

The area referred to as "the garden of the villa next door",
where Churchill hid for 1 Vi hours before emerging on the streets
as a lone escapee, is now a series of garages. The area between the
back of the building and the end of the old compound is
occupied by several sheds.

A caretaker at the library knew nothing of its historical im-
portance, but it is clearly marked in city maps and there is a
plaque in front. I was excited, and must have spent over an hour
walking back and forth, imagining young Winston climbing over
the wall, hiding in the garden, then jauntily walking away: "I was
at large in Pretoria," he calmly wrote. Obviously he was oblivious
to the dense auto traffic . . .

As we were leaving Pretoria, discussing our Churchill itin-
erary, a stranger approached and said he was from Witbank. To
my delight, he turned out to be plant manager of a local colliery.
"Do you happen to know the site of the house and mineshaft
where Churchill hid?", I asked. He smiled and said (in a Scottish
accent), "I can give you general directions, but you'll have to ask
when you get near." Our guide. Irmela, made hasty notes.

Witbank is about 60 miles east of Pretoria in a mining area.
Leaving the modern four-lane highway, we followed our friendly

Scot's instructions, finding ourselves on a muddy dirt road, where
we finally found a man to direct us. He sent his son, 12-year-old
Barend Nel, with us, and Barend directed us past a large mine
hole to a fence marked "Caving Ground." Ten feet beyond the
fence in an acre of tall grass and dry ditches was a concrete
elevation measuring about 8x10 feet. We had found Churchill's
mineshaft.

An old sign near the concrete read, "Churchill Shaft -This Is A
Temporary Sign-A Bronze Plate Will Shortly Be Affixed." This
is exactly what the Witbanker told us to expect. The shaft was
covered, and a 10xl4-inch plaque read "Churchill Shaft." Next to
the field was a lorry company run by one Mr. Pearse, owner of
the shaft and nearby buildings. To me, this was the highlight of
my African Journey.

It had taken us two hours to locate the shaft, and after we'd
spent an hour there my wife Lynn was very tired. We headed into
Witbank to our motel. But it was a memorable experience to have
seen the location where Churchill had hid, with only some
candles, a little food and drink, and a horde of rats for company.

At the time he published London to Ladysmith the Boer War
was still raging, and Churchill could not compromise his bene-
factors. Thirty years later in My Early Life, he was able to reveal
all the facts. His friend Aylmer Haldane had planned the Pretoria
escape. (Later Haidane had himself got out, and some years on
he'd complained that Churchill had not had due regard for his
co-escapees, having flown prematurely— although WSC had no
choice once over the wall.) At Witbank, his benefactor was John
Howard, manager of the Transvaal Colleries, who sheltered him
between 14 and 19 December 1899, two days of which were
spent in the mineshaft. Howard then arranged for Churchill to be
smuggled aboard a train carrying wool to the border. Partly
because the train was left on a siding for 18 hours, the rail trip
took 2Vi days. Anyone who has not read this account in My Early
Life is missing a great adventure story, all the more gripping be-
cause it is true.

13


