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SHALL GO ON TO THE E N D . . . . ( U E SHALL
FIGHT IN FRANCE, WE SHALL FIGHT ON THE SEAS AND
I N T H E O C E A N S , SHALL F I G H T WITH G R O W I N G CON-
FIDENCE AND GROWING STRENGTH IN THE MR.. ( H E
SHALL DEFEND OUR ISLAND,WHATEVER THECOST MAY
BE. ( U E SHALL FIGHT ON THE BEACHES,WE SHALL FIGHT
ON THE LANDING GROUNDS, WE SHALL FIGHT IN THE FIELDS

AND STREETS AND IN THE HILLS U}\L SHALL NEVER
SURRENDER,AND EVEN IF, WHICH I DO NOT FOR A
MOMENT BELIEVE,THIS ISLAND, OR EVEN PART OF U, IS
SUBJUGATED AND STARV1NG,THEN OUR EMPIRE ACROSS
THESEAS, ARMED AND GUARDED BY THE BRITISH FLEET,
WILL CARRY ON THE STRUGGLE,UNTIL, IN GOD'S GOOD
TIME,THE NEW WORLD, IN ALL ITS STRENGTH AND MIGHT,
SETS FORTH TO THE. RESCUE AND L I B E R A T I O N OF
THE OLD. BRITAIN WILL FIGHT THE MENACE OF TYRANNY
FOR YEARS, AND,IF NECESSARY, A L O N E .

— WINSTON CHURCHILL
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Immortal Words
"LET US TO THE TASK" 27 JANUARY 1940

In our country public men are proud to be the servants of the people.
They would be ashamed to be their masters.

Ministers of the Crown feel themselves strengthened
by having at their side the House of Commons

and the House of Lords
sitting with great regularity,

and acting as a continual stimulus to their activities.
Of course it is quite true

that there is often severe criticism of the Government
in both Houses.

We do not resent the well-meant criticism of any person
who wishes to win the war.

We do not shrink from fair criticism,
and that is the most dangerous of all.

On the contrary
we take it earnestly to heart

and seek to profit by it.
Criticism in the body politic is like pain in the human body.

It is not pleasant —
but where would the body be without ii/

No health or sensibility would be possible
without continued correctives and warnings of pain.

Come then: let us to the task,
to the battle,

to the toil-
each to our part,

each to our station!
Fill the armies, rule the air,

pour out the munitions, strangle the U-boats,
sweep the mines, plow the land,

build the ships, guard the streets,
succour the wounded, uplift the downcast,

and honour the brave.
Let us go forward together

in all parts of the Empire,
in all parts of the Island.

There is not a week,
nor a day,

nor an hour to lose.
—At the Free Trade Hall, Manchester

Despatch
Box

Much as I have read of and by Sir Winston
Churchill, I was unaware of the International
Churchill Society until Senator Rudman
passed along to me copies of Finest Hour that
you sent to him. I enclose my application.

-Senator Bob Packwood, Washington

Many thanks for your letter and for sending
me information about the work of the Interna-
tional Churchill Society. I was very glad to
have it. The Board of Directors does me great
honour in offering me complimentary member-
ship. I am delighted to accept and look forward
to receiving Finest Hour which I will see is
prominently displayed in the Embassy.

-H. B. M. Ambassador Oliver Wright
British Embassy, Washington

Thank you very much for your letter which
I have shown to The Prince of Wales. I am
afraid that it will not be possible for His Royal
Highness to take on the Patronage of the Inter-
national Churchill Society.

The problem is that The Prince of Wales
only takes on positions of this nature if he
feels that he will be able to give at least some
time to the organisation concerned and he
is so heavily committed at the moment that he
is having to turn down many worthy applica-
tions of which yours is sadly one. I am sorry to
have to send you a disappointing reply to your
request.

— The Hon. Edward Adeane
Buckingham Palace

In reply to Mr. Redburn (Despatch Box, FH
#45), I've learned that our mistake in the land-
ing divisions on the D-Day cover was due to a
clerical error. John Keegan, author of my
source, Six Flags in Normandy (1982) writes
me: "I'm afraid it was an oversight that I
omitted the British Third Division from the
appendix." (Also, the U. S. 29th Division did
not make his appendix for 6 June because it
was attached to the First Division, as the 29th
never did a combat landing operation; Keegan
shows its arrival on 7 June.) To compound the
matter, I had a clerical error, failing in the rush
of assembling the project to list the 79th
British Armoured Division (specialized armour),
and I am sorry.

— Dave Marcus, Silver Spring, Md.

My father-in-law (RCMP) was on duty at the
Quebec Conference one morning with a young
CWAC when Sir Winston appeared with is wife
at the door of their suite. WSC paused and
said, "It's now or never, Clemmie," and with
that went back inside and closed the door!

With reference to Dr. Ambrose's letter in
issue #47: He states that the D-Day celebra-
tions "were limited to the French, British and
Americans." Funny, I could have sworn I was
there with several thousand other Canadians,
including the PM. Rather typical, just as the
recent slap in the face from Life magazine.
Canadian vets are not amused.

-Maj. J. A. Dure, MC, CD, Port Hope, Ont.



International Datelines

OSCAR NEMON, 1906-1985
London, 14 April -Oscar Nemon, the
Yugoslav-born sculptor who made more
than 50 likenesses of Sir Winston and an
honorary member of our Society, died
today aged 79. Mr. Nemon's most impor-
tant recent work was the sculpture
"Married Love," which he unveiled at the
Kansas City Plaza a year ago {FH #40
page 3). A plan to place the original life-
size bronze of this superb likeness of WSC
and CSC outside St. Paul's Cathedral was
abandoned when the corporation govern-
ing the City of London refused to pay
the price.

Queen Elizabeth II, who was sculpted
by Nemon, commissioned a Churchill
bust for Windsor Castle, the maquette for
which was recently offered by Sotheby's.
One of Nemon's finest works is a statue
of Churchill on the Green at Westerham,

Left: The Late Oscar Nemon Above: WSC's
only sculpture was of Mr. Nemon

near Chartwell. (WSC, a talented amateur
painter, made his only venture into sculp-
ture by producing a bust of Nemon.)

Before his death, Mr. Nemon was
working on a head of Princess Diana for
a private collector. The Princess of Wales
had attended only one sitting, about a
week before Nemon died. Other well-
known figures he sculpted were the
Queen Mother, Sigmund Freud, the Earl
of Stockton, Prime Minister Thatcher,
Field Marshall Viscount Montgomery and
President Eisenhower.

The International Churchill Society
sent a laurel wreath to the funeral to
express its deepest sympathies to Mrs.
Nemon, together with our confidence
that Oscar's noble work will never be
forgotten.

FREE ADMISSION TO CHARTWELL
Westerham, Kent — Any paid-up member
of the International Churchill Society
may obtain free admission to Chartwell
by presenting his or her current member-
ship card (bearing a number not lower
than #48) at the kiosk. This privilege has
been arranged by the Society's Board of
Directors through Mrs. Jean Broome,
Chartwell administrator, and is available
to individual members only (not family
members), who arrive separately and not
as part of groups. It is a £2.30 value,
which we hope will encourage you to
visit Chartwell if at all possible during
1985. Directors will evaluate the annual
cost of this privilege at the end of the
year and, providing it remains within
our budget, we hope to continue the
opportunity in years to come.

WSC BACK ON TOP AT TUSSAUD'S
London-The, latest popularity survey at

Madame Tussaud's Wax Museum on
Marylebone Road (see FH #46) shows
Sir Winston topping Superman once again
as the most popular waxwork. Superman
led WSC during the last survey. Personally,
we always thought WSC was Superman.

CUVEE SIR WINSTON
New York, 2 Mz^-Wine importers
Frederick Wildman & Sons Ltd. proudly
announce Pol Roger's new cuvee de
prestige, named after the champagne
house's most famous customer. (After
Churchill's death in 1965, all Pol Roger
sold in Britain had labels bordered in
black; that practice stopped with the
introduction of the new champagne there
last year. See FH #46 page 5.)
. Cuvee Sir Winston, vintage 1979, is

sold in 750 ml bottles and magnums, the
latter in a black and gold box, and retails
between $40 and $50, in the range of all
cuvees de prestige. The label is an elegant

combination of dark brown tones with
gold lettering, and a bust of WSC in gold
is on the neck band.

Says Christian Pol Roger, "We want to
respect the memory of the good-humored
man in the way he judged food, wine and
Champagne. He never asked us how the
wine was made, how the blend was com-
posed, what the dosage of the blend was.
The only thing he wanted to know was,
'Is it the best of the best?' I am sure that
as a knowledgeable man, he knew [the
updated type] was a blend of the best
graces of the best years. Sir Winston was
certlainly quick to savor the wit of the
chardonnay and character of the pinot
noir as we, at Pol Roger, have always
refused to incorporate pinot meunier
grapes in our vintage wines. The 1979 was
of such quality that we were able to
create the Cuvee Sir Winston: whilst
being secretive about its composition,
may we just say that it is of the same
cellar master's art, combining tradition
and quality, but with that little something
extra. This Cuvee is our modest tribute
to the man who had the happy gift of
blending tradition with the 'musts' of
the day. He could even have imagined it
himself."

USED STAMPS FOR CHARITY
Miramar, Florida-The. William Kretch-
man Post #730 of the Jewish War Vet-
erans collect and distribute stamps to hos-
pitalized veterans, the handicapped, shut-
ins and youth. The Kretchman Post has
asked the Society to pass along their
request for stamps —definitives, commem-
oratives, whatever —from your incoming

Pol Roger Cuvee Sir Winston 79



mail, which they hope you will send
them, instead of throwing away. Please
mail stamps to Mr. Martin Kaufman,
6911 S.W. 27th Street, Miramar FL
33023.

NEW EDITION OF A138(b)
Avenel, New Jersey - Publisher's Central
Bureau, the nation's largest mail order
bookseller, announces a new edition of
The American Civil War by Winston S.
Churchill, Woods A138(b), published by
Fairfax House, at only $7.58 postpaid.
The work is approximately the same size
as the original, published by Cassell/
London and Dodd, Mead/USA, first
editions of which sell for about $15-25.
The new edition (the second American)
contains all illustrations and the same
text as the original. You may obtain a
copy by ordering number #467798
from Publishers Central, 1 Champion
Avenue, Avenel, New Jersey 07131.

N. Z. OPTS FOR "DALLAS"
Wellington, N. Z.~New Zealand's Prime
Minister David Lange, hoping to mend
fences over his refusal to allow American
naval vessels to dock at New Zealand
ports, had this comment on the United
States' withholding of intelligence infor-
mation as a consequence: "We can live
with that. If the U. S. really wanted to
attack us, they would cut off Dallas and
The A-Team." On which matters, two
observations: ( l ) I t is a shame that so
many American TV exports are designed
to portray Americans as shallow capi-
talists; with the exception of "Miss Ellie,"
there is not an admirable character in
Dallas, though at least the A-Team has
Mr. T! (2) Whatever the arguments on
the debate, it is sad that such disagree-
ments should be allowed to obtain among
English-SpeaJdng Peoples in whom Sir
Winston had such implicit faith.

VESTED INTEREST
Toronto -Kenneth B. Smith, past presi-
dent of the Hastings and Prince Edward
Regimental Officers Association, recently
told the Globe & Mail a humorous
anecdote: Robert Morrison of B Com-
pany was on roving duty one evening at
Chartwell in the summer of 1941 when
he saw the PM, who had gotten away
from London for one of those rare week-
ends at his country home. Morrison
saluted. "Why didn't you challenge me,
Canada?," Churchill growled. "I know
who you are, sir," replied Morrison.
"Oh, how do you know me?," asked the
PM. "By your cigar, bald head, double
chin, short neck and fat belly, sir,"
answered Morrison. "But don't forget the
Germans have bald ipen with short necks
and fat bellies who smoke cigars," said
Churchill. "You're right sir," answered

Morrison, "but they would do up the
bottom button on the vest." Morrison's
logic "delighted the Prime Minister, who
went chuckling into the twilight."

Smith's account drew further comment
from ICS member Col. Strome Galloway
of Ottawa: "The young Canadian soldier
was very perceptive to realize that
Englishmen, but not Germans, leave un-
done the bottom button of their waist-
coats (not 'vests,' which in England means
undershirts) . . . When King Edward VII
became so paunchy he could not do up
the bottom button of his waistcoat, and
had to appear in public before his tailor
could make the necessary adjustments,
his entourage immediately undid theirs
so as to follow the new Royal fashion.

"Unlike the clever sentry, I did not see
Churchill during my spell of guard duty
at Chartwell. But I remembered how
thrilled we were when we passed a window
on our rounds and, looking inside, saw
two of the great man's low-crowned
'plug' hats on a chintz window seat . . .
Churchill loved hats. What a pity he re-
fused to accept the dukedom offered him
by King George VI. He would have looked
noble indeed wearing a duke's coronet at
the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.
He probably never thought of that. Too
bad. It would have put a cap on a very
heady career."

FIRE AND VISION
Washington-Writes Time in a profile of
U. S. Defense Secretary Caspar Wein-
berger, an Hon. Member of the Society:
"Cap Weinberger has lionized Winston
Churchill all his adult life. He has col-
lected and read his published works, and
he frequently quotes the wartime British
Prime Minister . . . He has gone to the
trouble of acquiring a canvas by Chur-
chill. [At Westminster College in 1982],
though he employs a speechwriting staff
of four, Weinberger insisted on writing
much of the speech himself, including
its most memorable passage: 'We are
perhaps in danger of becoming a nation
of ascetic systems analysts, without the
glowing fire and the vision and the ability
to inspire that Churchill possessed in such
full measure.'" (For the full text of
Secretary Weinberger's speech see FH
#40, pages 10-1.1.)

ONE, TWO,
MANY CHURCHILL LIBRARIES
New Hampshire-I wish to clarify that
my bequest on my Churchill book col-
lection to our Literary Foundation for a
Churchill Library (FHf46 p.5) does not
preclude others from doing likewise. One
of my modest goals is to see Churchill
Libraries established in Boston, Toronto,
New York, Philadelphia, Washington,
Atlanta, Houston, Chicago, LA, Montreal

and San Francisco. That will take more
than just one collection!

I think it's wonderful that the Chur-
chill Memorial Trust is allowing a student
to cycle through China, a housewife to
study European folk costumes, and an
entomologist to research South American
insects (FH#46 p.5). But I don't think it
would do any harm for our organization
to sponsor some good acts a bit less far
afield. These Churchill Libraries should
contain all WSC's book-length titles in
both first edition form and reading copies,
plus a plentiful assortment' of books
about Churchill, his life and timer. The
Churchill Literary Foundation welcomes
all bequests along these lines. -Editor

NEMON MAQUETTE AT SOTHEBY'S
London —A maquette for the bust of
Churchill executed by Oscar Nemon for
Her Majesty The Queen (now at Windsor
Castle) was recently auctioned at Sothe-
by's and is reputedly being offered to
collectors by the purchaser. The item was
originally the provenance of M. C. H.
Walter. In a letter dated 1980 Mr. Nemon
stated that "Sir Winston regarded this
gesture by the Queen of commissioning
his sculpture for one of the Royal palaces
more of an honour than even the confer-
ring of the Knighthood of the Garter."
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The Nemon maquette

SIR DONALD BAILEY
Bournemouth, Dorset, 5 May -The inven-
tor of the Bailey Bridge that played a
crucial role in the Allied victory 40 years
ago died this day aged 83. Sir Donald's
movable bridge was used to carry troops,
tanks and guns over rivers and gorges and
in the landings at Normandy; it came in
light steel units and was easily carried by
a few men. It has since been used in
countless civilian applications. "Without
the Bailey Bridge," said FM Viscount
Montgomery, "we should not have won."
Bailey, who spent much of his boyhood
making model bridges from bits of wood
and string, was modest about his achieve-
ment, saying it was "just part of his job"
as a civil engineer. —Reuters



WSC SILHOUETTES
Basingstoke, Hampshire -Member Eliza-
beth Baverstock created a silhouette of
Sir Winston in 1975. "I gave one to Win-
ston Churchill, MP and to Mrs. Thatcher.
I often show it at exhibitions and have
sold many paperweights. If anyone is
interested, the silhouette is hand-made,
my own original and signed. It sells in a
glass paperweight at £1 7.50 (postfree UK
only) or on card to frame at £8 (postfree
worldwide)." [Editor's note: anyone
ordering from abroad should contact Mrs.
Baverstock about mailing costs and dollar
conversions: 2 Sandy Lane, Pamber
Heath, Basingstoke, Hants. RG26 6PA.]

A NEW CHURCHILL SHRINE
Freshwater, Isle of Wight - ICS Life
Member W. T. Perkins, MIERE, is restor-
ing and opening to the public Golden Hill
Fort, Freshwater, one of the so-called
Palmer-ston Follies, which another ICS
member, Lord Montagu of Beaulieu,
officially opened on 4 May. Mr. Perkins
is employing a staff of 1 2 and has accepted
tenancies for over 45 arts and crafts
people, hoping to create new jobs which
the Isle of Wight needs. Mr. Perkins is
devoting five rooms as a military museum,
and hopes to make one of these a "Chur-
chill Room," with photographs and
artifacts of the Great Man. He would be
most grateful for any photos or display
items which members may be able to
donate or loan for exhibit. Anyone who
can help should write Mr. Perkins at 188
Seafront, Hayling Island, Hampshire
PO11 9HT.

"I worked at the Admiralty during the
war when Sir Winston was First Lord,"
writes Mr. Perkins, "and for a time my
office was in Nelson's room, a holy of
holies. There was a small gold plaque in
the chimney breast with the words, 'Nel-
son was laid here the evening before his
burial at Westminster.' Many times there
would be a gentle knock on the door and
in would come an officer of one of the
Allied Navies, saying, "Please may I pay
my respects to Nelson?" They would
stand quietly to attention and salute that
gold plaque. I often thought that in time
of battle they would think of Nelson
again."

BLUE PLAQUE FOR NUMBER 28
London, 5 May-S,'u Winston's Kensing-
ton home has qualified for one of the
coveted blue china plaques that mark
London's historic houses. The unveiling,
before some 180 guests, was hosted by
Mrs. Leonard Simpson, the current resi-
dent, and included Princess Alexandra
and her husband, the Earl of Stockton
(who spoke), Lord and Lady Soames, Mr.
& Mrs. Winston S. Churchill and numerous
members of the family, young and old.
Other notables were Lord Blandford, Sir
John Colville and Miss Grace Hamblin.

Woodford was represented by three of
the surviving Constituency chairmen
covering the period when Mr. Churchill
was Member for that Division. In fact he
was the only Member ever for Woodford:
when he retired and Mr. Patrick Jenkin
was adopted, the Division became Wan-
stead & Woodford. Present was Major
Ashley Healey, who fought in every
General Election campaign from 1929,

Right: At 28 Hyde Park
Gate are (l-rj: Emma
Soames, Charlotte Ham-
bro, Lord Soames, Lord
Stockton, Lady Soames,
Winston S. Churchill MP,
Mrs. Minnie Churchill,
Jenny and Marina Chur-
chill, Lady Avon.

Below: Golden Hill Fort

when the larger Division was known as
Epping.

We were informed that the date of the
ceremony had nothing to do with VE
Day. A plaque cannot be affixed to a
building in the Greater London area until
20 years after the honoured one's death.

-Donald L. Forbes,
Woodford Green, Essex

ERRATA
FH #46 page 7: The poem is from

Departmental [not Dopartmental] Ditties.
FH #45 page 1 5: The lower poem was

by Longfellow, and carried by WSC as
well as Randolph Churchill, but it was
ti.ot written by Barbara Twiggs as stated.

BUBBLY FOR THE GILBERTS
Lontion, 6 June - A bottle of Pol Roger
Sir Winston Churchill Cuve'e 1975 was de-
livered with compliments of ICS to Mar-
tin and Susie Gilbert "to help celebrate
your completion of the manuscript to
Volume VII, Road to Victory. We hope
you will put this to good use with Action
This Day.

"This is just a small token of thanks,
not only for your unending labours on
the work, but your convincing the pub-
lishers that one 1942-65 volume was not
enough!"

Martin Gilbert writes us, "A thousand
thanks for your magnificent gift. It ar-
rived on exactly the right day, and I am
especially grateful for your including
Susie in your congratulations." Susie
Gilbert has been Martin's good right hand
through millions of words of the official
biography, and is still proofing "Road to
Victory" (Vol VII) as you read this.

Our thanks to Geoffrey Wheeler for
handling the arrangements.



Society
News

NEW MEMBERS
The following have joined since our

membership list in issue #46. As usual,
you may obtain full addresses from your
nearest ICS membership office.

Canada
Alberta: Calgary, W. A. Howard; Falher, Roy

Angus Mitchell; Lamont, Dr. John G.
Sunley

British Columbia: New Westminster, Dr. Arthur
Lien; White Rock, Dr. James Quayle; Van-
couver, Frank Bernard, W. H. Berukoff,
W. J. Borrie, Hubert O. Chapman, Denis
W. H. Creighton, H. S. Haslam, Larry T.
Mcauley, E. James McNeney, Erick H. Mor-
gan, H. A. D. Oliver QE, Lome Sinclair,
Leslie A. Strike, M. A. Walker

Ontario: Ottawa, Col. Strome Galloway.

United Kingdom
Berks: Thatcham, Anthony Milsom
Bucks: Gt. Missenden, Kathleen Hill;* Leck-

hampstead, B. R. Lawrence
Essex: Ramsden, Colin Alfred Spencer; Wood-

ford, D. L. Forbes
Glos: Cheltenham, Richard Hough, Mrs. J. E.

Williams
Isle of Wight: Keith J. Lyon JP
Kent: Folkestone, Miss Doreen Pugh; Seven-

oaks, Mrs. M. Green; Tunbridge, Walter S.
Osborne

London: Neil Hughes-Onslow, Miss Rosalind
B.Okin, Jeffrey Young JP

Midlsx: Harrow School
Oxon: Bicester, R.W. J. Price; Boars Hill,

P. Churchill; Oxford, Dr. J .A . Chambers;
Watlington, Sir John Martin*; Woodstock,
M. R. Niner; Yarnton, Dr. K. Lumsden

Scotland: Glasgow, Jas. Bellshaw
Tyne&Wear: Nwcstle, D. Inglesfield
Sussex: Arundel, T. Cawte
Wales: Swansea, Eric R. Jones

United States
MA: Georgetown, Paul S. King
NH: Newbury, Chas. Sandeen;Concord, Jerome

Berman
VT: Bellows Falls, Duane Whitehead
CT: Cheshire, Albert Sherman; Ridgefield,

Howard Walzer: N. Grosvenordale. Richard
Carreno; Groton, John McCaffery

NJ: Ft. Lee, Gerald Lechter; Basking Ridge,
Charles Menagh; Rutherford, Anthony Lan-
cia; Bridgewater, Richard C. Evans

NY:-NY, Frederick Wildman & Sons, Glenn
Horowitz; Kings Point, Ron Barton; Elm-
hurst, Mark Grimsich

PA: Haverford, Edwin Rothman
MD: Chevy Chase, J. U. DeFrancis, R. E.

Hartland; Bethesda, Sen. Bob Packwood

VA: Richmond, Miss Evelyn Phaup
SC: Kingstree, Elizabeth Navarro
AL: Birmingtham, Frank C. Marshall
IN: Liberty, Judge J. S. Shepard
WI: Silver Lake, Paul Konicek; Milwaukee,

Wm. P. Straub
MN: Maplewood, Sandra Dvorsky
IL: Chicago, Paul Kaplan; Savannah, Walter I

Shrake
MO: Kansas City, John Cozad
LA: New Orleans, Lee Schlesinger
TX: Dallas, Mrs. Michael Gottlieb
AZ: Phoenix, Theodore L. Humes
CA: Claremont, Dr. Harry V. Jaffa; Newport

Beach, Jack Thomas; Placentia, William I.
Freeman; Hawthorne, E. P. O'Brien

OR: Eugene, Robert L. Brown, Robin E.
Steussy

WA: Kirkland, Kirby A. Wilbur

Ireland
Co. Cork, Kilbrattan, Peter Bologna

Apologies to Sir Edward Chilton of
Henley, Oxon., England, whom we
inadvertently left off the recent list.

*Sir John Martin is a former private
secretary to Sir Winston, and Kathleen
Hill was his indispensible secretary during
the 1930s and afterward. They are among
several former members of Sir Winston's
staff 'vho have lately joined us.

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
UK: Essex, Colin Alfred Spencer
USA: NH, Richard M. Langworth

Note: Life membership will go up from
US $225 to US $250 or the equivalent in
January. If you are considering it, now is
the best time. For US citizens, $175 is
tax-deductible. Contact your nearest ICS
office to make arrangements for install-
ment paying, which is also welcome.

NOTE TO UK MEMBERS
We are advised by our UK branch that

Royal Doulton chinaware is much less
expensive in Britain than in export mar-
kets, and in fact the new china statuette
noted by ICS Stores in our last issue will

' be available to UK members locally for
only £49 plus post. The UK branch will
be bringing further details on this; mean-
while we urge British members interested
in Royal Doulton products to contact
Geoff Wheeler.

UK BRANCH ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

The meeting was held at the Hospitality
Inn, London on Saturday 18 May 1985.
Present were AGM chairman Geoffrey
Wheeler, co-director Peter Coombs, and
members E. Baverstock, D. Bolsover, Mr.
& Mrs. P. Churchill, D. H. Compton,
H. E. Crooks, J. Frost, R. G. G. Hasalm-
Hopwood, K.W. Katch, K. Hill, M. J.
Lainchbury, G. E. H. Maggs, A. Milsom,
E. Murray, W. S. Osborne, W. T. Perkins^
H. A. Redburn, C. A. Spencer, L. L.'
Thomas and M. Wybrow, plus 15 guests.
Apologies were received from all UK
Honorary Members and from 25 regular
members.

The chairman introduced himsfelf and
Peter Coombs, welcomed guests including
Grace Hamblin, Kathleen Hill and Major
Hill, and ICS members. The Minutes of
the previous meeting on 19 May 1984
were confirmed and signed as a correct
copy. The following are Minutes of the
1985 meeting.

Finance All members were presented
with a balance sheet and the Chairman
confirmed that the credit balance was at
17 May was £1354.40. The Accounts
were checked by Michael Wybrow and
Keith Hatch, confirmed and signed.

Membership GJW reported that UK
membership in ICS was 22 in 1983, 52 in
1984 and at the present time 83 [it has
since increased to 111—Ed.] Edmund
Murray proposed a vote of thanks to
Messrs. Wheeler and Coombs for their
hard work in increasing membership.
Members were asked for their coopera-
tion to increase membership still further
in the coming year.

Churchill's England Tour Peter Coombs
gave a detailed report concerning the
visit by American and Canadian members
for 16-26 September 1985. It was con-
firmed that UK members would be cir-
culated in due course with full details
of the tour itinerary and that they would
be able to join the tour for certain visits.

Venue and Date of Next AGM It was
agreed that the Cup Final Day should be
avoided for 1986 and that, if possible, the
meeting should be brought forward one
week. Discussion concerned the possibility
of a different venue next year; Chartwell
and Harrow School were suggested. It
was agreed that the two directors should
investigate ideas, but that owing to the
fact that members reside in widely dif-
ferent parts of the country a central loca-
tion was of prime importance.

Other Business
1. The opinion was expressed that

Finest Hour had improved as far as UK
members were concerned. The magazine
was not now so commercially motivated,
but it was felt there was still room for im-
provement. The hope was expressed that
more contributions from the UK could be
provided and included in the quarterly
magazine, although the provision of an
article from one UK member had not
been included.

2. A suggestion was made and agreed
that it would be a nice gesture to provide
for the American/Canadian tour mem-
bers, a display of UK members' personal
Churchill related items.

3. Edmund Murray expressed his opin-
ion that with so many portraits, sculpture
etc. being produced for sale, one should
be very selective concerning items in-
cluded in the quarterly magazine and
those purchased by individual collectors,
as the likeness to Sir Winston, particularly
to those who had known him personally,
was not always good.



4. Members were unanimous in agree-
ment that every endeavor should be made
to recruit young people to ICS member-
ship. It was confirmed that Harrow School
was a corporate member but that an
effort should be made to interest the
younger generation, and in particular
pupils of Harrow. Edmund Murray con-
firmed his willingness to lecture there.
Peter Coombs and Richard Haslam-Hop-
wood agreed to liaise in this matter.

5. Peter Coombs mentioned an idea he
intended to put to the chairman, ICS,
that Mrs. Baverstock's silhouette of Sir
Winston could be made into an interesting
Christmas card. Members would be kept
informed of this.

6. The Loyal Toast was proposed by
Geoffrey Wheeler, Peter Coombs pro-
posed the Toast to the International
Churchill Society, and Edmund Murray
undertook the Toast to Absent Friends.

7. Grace Hamblin and Richard Hill
told delightfully amusing stories concern-
ing Sir Winston and Wilfred Perkins
talked about his purchase of Golden Hill
Fort on the Isle of Wight, in which he
intends to include a Churchill Room.
Edmund Murray gave an interesting audio-
visual presentation,"Around the World
with Churchill."

The meeting closed as approximately
5PM and was followed by the showing of
the films "1946 Victory Parade," "Cham-
pion of Freedom" and the "1965 Lying
in State and State Funeral."

LITERARY FOUNDATION PROGRESS
The Churchill Literary Foundation

pledge campaign (see issue #47 pages 6-
10) is off to a flying start with many
pledges coming in. We know this is the
worst time of the year to be asking you
to think about expensive charitable con-
tributions, but please try to join the ranks
of our supporters. Refer to the last issue.
And please accept our thanks.

BOARD BUSINESS
1. Your Board of Directors has con-

firmed that there will be no increase in
the subscription rates for regular member-
ship and that Finest Hour will continue
to be sent by airmail to all members
outside North America except in dire
circumstances. "Dire" means a very heavy
issue, which we may have hand-carried to
London for local posting there. If that
fails we may on occasion send a heavy
issue surface. But in either case, members
outside North America will be notified
via a supplemental newssheet that a heavy
issue is coming. The sheet would also
contain any information of timely impor-
tance, and would be mailed first class in
the UK and Australia. There is no such
heavy issue in the offing at present.

2. The Board has decided to wind
down the ICS auction with one final list
of auction items. This is because of
limited participation by both buyers and

ICS Annual General Meeting
Parker House, Boston, Mass., November 1-3 1985

REGISTER NOW FOR A MEMORABLE OCCASION

An exciting program: two banquet din-
ners and a luncheon, displays of Churchil-
liana, an opportunity to socialize with fellow
members from near and far. Friday night's
Harvard Club dinner speaker is James Humes,
speechwriter to three U. S. presidents, who will
provide "An Evening With Churchill" through
his dramatic impersonation of WSC. Our Satur-
day night Parker House speaker is still "shrouded
in impenetrable mystery"—but you will be
disappointed,-after you learn who it is, if you
have missed him—or her. . . .

Don't put it off!

Because of the large number of reser-
vations, we have been able to extend our
price of $95 indefinitely to anyone at-
tending our international convention on
November 1-3 next. The fee includes two
banquet dinners with guest speakers and
a luncheon, and all expenses (program,
keepsakes, etc.) connected with the
events at the Parker House, Boston. If
you have not yet registered, please con-
siderVit now and send your check to ICS,
268 Canterbury Road, Westfield, NJ
07090 USA.

sellers and the extensive amount of work
required. As ever, members are encouraged
to use free classified advertisements to
list their wants, swaps or items for sale.

Several asked if Sir Winston ever wore an all-
white outfit, as depicted by Royal Doulton 's
new statuette (page 27). We found the proof,
but are pleased we were not present on this
occasion when, we should judge, someone had
apparently misplaced the Pol Roger. . .



WSC's "Architectural Determinism"
Try the Seating Arrangement Theory of History

MANY senators
are so impatient
for the rectifica-
tion of the world's
ills that they have
not taken time to
notice that the
United States Sen-
ate itself needs
some attention.
However, Dan
Quale has noticed
and has some pro-
posals,'to which I
add this one: Rearrange the furniture on
the Senate floor.

Quayle is in the fifth of what will be,
if God is willing and Indiana is wise,
many terms in the Senate. A lissome
young Republican of 37, he looks 27, and
during his 1980 campaign he was accused
— yes, accused —of looking unfairly like
Robert Redford. When will the Federal
Election Commission issue regulations to
correct the unfairness of candidates not
looking equally splendid?-

Quayle has a number of ideas to im-
prove two things: the conduct of business
on the Senate floor and the committee
system in which most Senate business is
done. He would reform the rules govern-
ing the Senate floor to make it more
difficult —it is now simple —for one mem-
ber to bring the Senate to a standstill by
dilatory devices, such as frivolous amend-
ments, filibusters, etc. And he would
reduce the size of committees and the
number of subcommittees.

If the Senate is to be what it is pleased
to be called —"world's greatest delibera-
tive body" —it must be disposed to, and
able to, deliberate. But deliberation takes
time and a certain rhythm of institutional
life. Deliberative senators cannot live like
dray horses in harness, driven by staff
from one hearing to another. But for 30
years, the number of senators has re-
mained constant as has the number of
hours in the day. Neither number is apt
to change soon. The number of com-
mittees and especially subcommittees has
grown rapidly as senators have sought
new opportunities to hire staff and make
news.

When Jim Buckley left the Senate
after one term representing New York
from 1971 -76, he said the work load had
doubled during his six years. One reason
the load is so heavy is the proliferation of

subcommittees. That has multiplied the
burdens of the executive branch. When
William Ruckelshaus first served as head
of the Environmental Protection Agency
15 years ago, he had to report to 15
committees and subcommittees. When he
returned to that job in 1983, the number
was 44.

Quayle's ideas are sound but not suf-
ficient. The Senate should rearrange its
desks and chairs, for reasons first cited
by Winston Churchill.

When a German bomb destroyed
the British House of Commons, the
chamber could have been rebuilt along
various lines. But Churchill insisted that
its traditional physical features be re-
produced because they sustained partic-
ular political principles.

He wanted the chamber to be oblong
with benches on two sides and facing
each other, rather than with individual
seats arranged in a semi-circle. And he
was adamant that the chamber be only
big enough to seat about two-thirds of
the members. He warned against "semi-
circular assembles with buildings that give
to every member not only a seat to sit
in but often a desk to write at, with a lid
to bang" —a description of the Senate.

Churchill believed that the oblong
shape was "a very potent factor in our
political life" because it buttresses the
rule of two durable and disciplined
parties. Semicircular assemblies, he said,
encourage loose assemblages of lesser
groups in constantly shifting coalitions of
weak principles. He said the semicircular
assembly encourages "the group system"
because it does nothing to encourage
party identification, party discipline and
clarity of principle. He said a strong two-
party system and a government capable
of vigorous action is nurtured by an ob-
long chamber. The physical fact of con-
frontation concentrates minds on the
reality of two competing blocs, and the
act of voting with the other side becomes
more momentous.

Churchill thought a legislative chamber
should be so small that it cannot contain
all its members without overcrowding.
Otherwise, almost all debates will be
conducted in the dispiriting, trivializing
atmosphere of an almost empty cham-
ber. He thought good legislative rhetoric
should be conversational, not haranguing,
and the conversational style requires a
small space. Furthermore, on great

. occasions, crowding gives a sense of
urgency.

It will be said that Americans should
not want the Senate to sit in a smaller
chamber —with, say, 50 chairs 25 to a
side —because party cohesion and con-
versational, cut-and-thrust rhetoric are
not important to American goals. But
perhaps they should be. And Churchill's
theory —call it architectural determinism
or the Seating Arrangement Theory of
History—is easier to ridicule than refute.

"Culturally, he represents the triumph
of philistinism in the American media.
There is the tiresome Anglophilia, which
is a common American confusion for cul-
tivation; a recent ad shows him at his
desk, a cup of tea and a copy of the
London Times before him . . . "

— Washington Diarist Leon Wieseltier
The New Republic, 15 April 1985

"Last week's diarist had several com-
plaints against Will. . . He doesn't like
his study, his books, his artifacts, his
mementos, because these things smack to
him of pretentious Anglophilia. Well, I
don't think it is pretentious for, say,
an American Jew like me or last week's
diarist to adorn his office with Israeli
books, artifacts and memorabilia. What
is wrong with surrounding oneself with
tokens of one's scholarly interests and
philosophical commitments?"

— "Washington Diarist
Charles Krauthammer

The New Republic, 22 April 1985

We mention this New Republic brou-
haha because we recognized, from News-
week 'sads with Mr. Will in his study, both
The Second World War and the Official
Biography on Mr. Will's shelves. These
were no doubt much easier for Mr. "Wie-
seltier to spot than the title of the news-
paper on Mr. Will's desk or the substanc§
in his teacup. But one must be watchful
to ferret out these invidious, pretentious
Anglophiles . . .

George F. Will is a syndicated colum-
nist with the Washington Post, a contri-_
buting editor of Newsweek, and a televi-
sion analyst appearing on ABC News. A
member of ICS for several years, Mr. Will
alludes often to WSC. This column
courtesy Mr. Will. © 1985, Washington
Post Writers Group, reprinted with per-
mission.
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Looking after
Chartwell
NIGEL LEWIS FINDS OUT HOW TO
KEEP THE CHURCHILLIAN TOUCH
JEAN BROOME TOOK OVER the day-to-day
running of Chartwell at the end of 1973.
Her predecessor as administrator, Grace
Hamblin, had lived in a flat at the top of the
house; but Jean and her husband, Brian,
decided not to live 'above the shop'. In-
stead, they and their four children moved
from nearby Oxted to a house on Chart-
well's eighty acres. Every weekday morning
Brian, an advertising executive with a
publishing company, commutes to London,
while Jean has only to open what Brian
wryly calls 'the factory gate'.

Chartwell, of course, no more resembles
a factory than its rolling English parkland,
lawns, and gardens resemble the 'wilder-
ness' of Churchill's years out of office, when
he was contemplating the Nazi threat. But it
is very busy - averaging 155,000 visitors a
year, it has been near the top of the

National Trust league since it opened as a
Trust property in 1966. Visitors since then
have included Henry Kissinger, Margaret
Thatcher (in 1976), and the late John Wayne,
who admired the medals Sir Winston had
won for his shorthorn cattle.

Beautiful as it is, Chartwell cannot com-
pare as an aesthetic treasure house with
other Trust properties; visitors come,
rather, in the spirit of pilgrims to a political,
patriotic shrine. The association with Sir
Winston is everything, and Jean Broome
sees an important part of her job as the
guardianship at Chartwell of Churchill taste,
spirit, and overall 'feel'. Her training in
Chartwell tradition by Grace Hamblin, who
worked for the Churchills from 1931, was
supplemented by visits from the widowed
Lady Churchill. 'She would come when the
daffodils were at their best, or the roses in

' \

early July (we're rather late with roses) ' . . .
True to Churchill's own wishes, there is a
ginger cat, Jock, on the premises; for many
years the golden orfe in the fish-pond were
fed on maggots supplied by a Yorkshire firm
approved by Sir Winston; in the garden, the
buddleias are tended with Churchill's be-
loved butterflies in mind. Inside the house,
wood fires are laid - when I was there, one
was burning in the study. In another room,
the cushion on Sir Winston's preferred chair
is kept rumpled, as if Sir Winston had just
vacated it. 'Visitors', says Mrs Broome,
'feel it's a private house, and that the
Churchills could come back at any minute.'

Fresh flowers
The grounds are tended by five gardeners
led,, by Mick Boakes, who was likewise
trained in the Churchillian taste - by Sir
Winstbn's head gardener, Victor Vincent.
Every (Tuesday and Saturday, fresh flowers
are cut from the gardens and greenhouses
and arranged - on alternate Saturdays, by
Grace Hamblin - just as Lady Churchill
liked them. Most daily upkeep - new lamp-
shades, and the like - is handled by the
housekeeper, Pam Botley, and the care-
taker, Barry Knowles (who does live 'above
the shop'). For bigger maintenance jobs-like
the current problems with the 1949 mural
in the garden house - Mrs Broome goes to
her regional director, Arland Kingston, at
Scotney Castle.

Chartwell is in the 'special trust' cat-
egory, and in recent years its earnings,
ploughed back into the estate, have been
supplemented by the Chartwell restaurant
(excellent, by the way). That's another of
the administrator's areas of responsibility.
There are plans for expansion on the restaur-
ant side - Christmas lunches, for example:
Chartwell stays open until 30 November,
Sir Winston's birthday, unusually late for a
Trust property.

Jean memorably describes her job as 'a
cross between estate management and show
business'. From 1 March, there's the stream
of visitors from all over the world; then,
after November, the thorough 'Spring'
cleaning, when everything is dusted,
polished, repaired, stored, ready for next
year's opening - dust sheets everywhere -
except in the winter of 1981/82, when
Southern Television made 'The Wilderness
Years'. That winter a Churchillian Robert
Hardy paced the rooms - on one occasion in
Sir Winston's own monogrammed slippers -
and a plastic tree (the replica of a real one,
cut down on Lady Churchill's orders) was
set up in the garden.

From plastic trees to flower arranging,
Jean Broome's is an immensely detailed
and varied job which she enjoys just as
immensely. In eight years she retires, and
she wonders, with a happy laugh, 'whether I
can keep it up!' but one doesn't take her too
seriously. 'I'm still awed,' she says, 'to think
of the people who've passed through this
house.' And she adds: 'I feel very fortunate
to have a key.'

Nigel Lewis is a freelance writer and
journalist

Jean Broome, the Administrator, at Chartwell
(D. Pearman)


