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STOP PRESS! WILLIAM MANCHESTER AND JAMES HUMES ARE OUR
SPEAKERS AT THE 1986 ICS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN VAN-
COUVER, OCTOBER 4-6TH. Please turn to page 5, and follow the directions
to register and book your hotel accommodations. The fee of US$98 covers two
first-class dinners with wine, a band, all convention and speaker costs —
everything. It's a bargain. Vancouver is a nice place anytime — but in early
autumn, with Expo '86 as well, it offers you an ideal holiday or weekend away.
Please join us.

* * *
A characteristic of Finest Hour since its 1981 revival — both frustrating and

encouraging — is lack of space. We never have enough to handle all the things
we think ought to be in each issue. This time the victim is our center pull-out
handbook section, which will resume next time with an illustrated checklist of
Churchill local stamps and labels.

* * *
Exciting news on page 22: Ronald Cohen advises that a whole new

bibliography, which replaces rather than modifies "Woods" — is certain, with
Sections A and B vastly extended. Our "official bibliographer" is on a roll!

* * *
Our promise to make Finest Hour a more scholarly journal, and thus to en-

courage more original research on our major subject, could not have been kept
without the contributors to two significant features herein. Senior editor John
Plumpton, of Agincourt, Ontario, offers us on page 14 a new look at the
writing of WSC's first great biography, Lord Randolph Churchill: the flaws and
strong points, as seen then and now, with an educated conjecture on the
author's motivations. John has also taken the same work as subject for his
regular column, "Reviewing Churchill," (page 17).

George Richard of Tasmania, Australia; Tom Sherman of Kansas and Stan
Smith of Massachusetts, USA, combine to review quite another type of work,
or works: two of the most contentious "revisionist" books about WSC. It is safe
to say that these fairminded commentaries are more than either "The Churchill
Legend" or "Churchill and Morton" received upon publication.

* * *
As we were halfway through the layouts for this issue, we received a

telegram from Martin Gilbert asking that we not publish his after-dinner talk
about "Churchill's London" for technical reasons, expressing his regret and
hoping to do something else of an original nature for us shortly. Something
else was duly suggested.

There is no lapse, however, in this issue's ration of fresh insights into Sir
Winston from those best able to provide them. We are proud to publish Lady
Soames' third contribution to this journal: her own rich remembrances of her
father as a father, as only she could relate them. We are grateful to our North
Texas Chapter, and in particular to Naomi Gottlieb and David Sampson, for
providing Lady Soames with the opportunity to deliver this most moving
address at their meeting last February.

* * *
Lady Soames' address is especially appropriate to this issue, since we are

deeply honored to announce that she has accepted the position of Patron of the
Society, vacant since the death of Lord Mountbatten in 1979. She writes that
she hopes to act as a kind of "God-mother" to us by contributing to our deci-
sionmaking processes, which is certainly an understatement. We are very
proud to welcome Lady Soames to this new position and know we shall derive
much from her guidance.

"Immortal Words" has been transferred to the back cover. RML



"THAT DEAR & EXCELLENT WOMAN
London — Further to our announcement last
issue that the grave of "Nanny Everest" is
now beautifully restored, we are pleased to
show you the lovely result, via the adjacent
photo.

The headstone was paid for by Winston and
Jack, and for many years Sir Winston paid an
annual sum for upkeep of the gravesite. The
headstone reads: "Erected in Memory of
Elizabeth Ann Everest, who died 3rd July
1895, Aged 62, by Winston Spencer Churchill
— Jack Spencer Churchill."

Mrs. Everest was engaged as nanny to the
young Winston in 1875 and stayed with the
family until 1893. She was nicknamed
"Woomany" or "Woom" by her young
charges, whose affection for her lasted
throughout their lives.

In My Early Life, Sir Winston described
Mrs. Everest as "my dearest and most in-
timate friend" during his first 20 years. He
used her as the model for the housekeeper to
the eponymous hero of his novel, Savrola. Her
epitaph he took from the autobiography of Ed-
ward Gibbon, who wrote of his old nurse:

"If there be any who rejoice that I live, to
that dear and excellent woman their gratitude
is due."

— Geoffrey J. Wheeler

Above: Tom Thomas snapped this lovely war
memorial parade by former Royal Navy and
Free French members; the Cross of Lorraine
is at extreme left, next to B.L. and R.N.A.
standards. Right: While traveling through the
Cotswolds near Chipping Norton, after
"Churchill's England" last fall, the editor
found a delightful potential world headquarters
for ICS, and several estate agents have been
notified . . .

WATCH PBS-TV JUNE 18TH:
ROBERT HARDY/WSC RETURNS
Toronto, Canada, April — Douglas McLeod,
George Temple, and 10 other members of the
ICS Toronto Chapter attended a filming of
Robert Hardy, alias Siegfried Farrjum, alias
Winston Churchill (of "All Creatures Great
and Small" and "The Wilderness Years"),
which will be shown on USA public television
18 June. Tune in! Mr. Hardy, to whom we
have extended ICS membership, was in
Toronto in his brilliant role as WSC, for a
90-minute presentation produced by David
Susskind. The script was written by "our
own" James Humes, who plays a pretty fair
Churchill himself. Watch your television
listings for announcements.

CHURCHILL AIRPORT?
Redhill, Surrey, UK — A request for Gatwick
Airport to be renamed the Winston Spencer
Churchill Airport has been made by the Guild
of British Travel Agents. It has a certain ring
to it, we say.

GEORGE WILL'S PIN-UP WAS WSC
Washington, DC, 25 April — Syndicated
columnist (and ICS member) George F. Will
says he has been wearing bow ties since the
1960s, when "men's ties became fat and
ugly" and because he likes the look of them.
"Besides," he says, "most of my pin-ups
were of Churchill."

Will says red is the color for Washington
power ties. "If you want to be a serious person
in Washington, you wear red." Asked if
Republicans and Democrats dress the same, he
answers, "They actually think the same too,
but we're not allowed to say that . . . "

— The Washington Post

NORWOOD AT CANBERRA
Canberra, ACT, Australia, April 25th — ICS
member Norwood Keeney of Washington, an
aide of Representative Judd Gregg (from our
own District in New Hampshire), arrived in
Canberra weighed down by a small gift for
Admiral Ian Richards and the Churchill
Memorial Trust: a complete file of Finest
Hour, going back to that thin, typed No. 1 we
still remember cranking out on an unplain-
paper copier (to a press run of 25) in 1968. A
small token of our esteem for the fine work be-
ing done by the Australian Trust was long
overdue, and we thank Norwood for assuming
burro duties.

Continued on page 6



YOUR INVITATION TO VANCOUVER:
OCTOBER 4-6, 1986

The I.C.S. International Convention
With James C. Humes & William Manchester

REGISTER EARLY — SEATS LIMITED
The Sir Winston S. Churchill Society of

Vancouver and the International Churchill
Society request the honor of your presence at
the 1986 ICS Annual General Meeting, on
Saturday-Monday October 4th-6th, at the Har-
bourside Holiday Inn, Vancouver.

Master Registration of only $98 (US), $135
(Can) or £68 (UK) covers all activities for all
three days.

A stunning and memorable program has
been planned for your enjoyment, with our
guests of honor, speaker and author James C.
Humes, and William Manchester, author of
The Last Lion/Winston Spencer Churchill, and
many other biographies including those of
Douglas Mac Arthur and John F. Kennedy.

Our convention is built around British
Columbia's 1986 World Exposition, and
group discounts will be available. (Even the
regular admission is only $15.) The tentative
schedule . . .

Saturday, October 4th: A mid-day welcom-
ing reception at our hotel. Meet and mingle
with our workers, officers and directors, with
lunch following at your own option.

At 2PM, a seminar on Churchillophilately
and collectible Churchilliana, conducted by
several ICS experts. Display items welcome
— contact the editor.

At 7PM, a cocktail hour followed by a five-
course banquet with wine, and James Humes'
famous presentation, "An Evening With Mr.
Churchill." Humes, one of the world's
foremost students and impersonators of WSC,
has been acclaimed "Churchill himself," and
was so much enjoyed at Boston last year that
we invited him to join us again. Everyone
finds his humorous and warm remembrance
of the Great Man unforgettable — and moving.

Sunday, October 5th: Because many will
want to visit Expo '86, this day is left free of
formal activities, but there will be an oppor-
tunity to get together at our reception suite and
look over various exhibits. There will also be a
meeting of the ICS Board of Directors, to
which all members are invited.

Monday, October 6th: Bibliophiles will en-
joy our seminar today on Churchill books,
with Ronald Cohen and Richard Langworth on
hand to answer your questions and provide
personal appraisals of any rare editions. Do

bring these with you, so all can see them. We
will discuss the new Cohen Bibliography, (see
p!2 this issue), and promise to answer virtually
any question you can throw at us (we are very
confident) — about values, history, press runs,
availability and relative importance of any
book by or about Sir Winston. Depending on
supply, we hope to conduct a book sale as
well, to benefit the Literary Foundation.

This evening, the highlight of our conven-
tion: a formal dinner banquet with wine, and
brandy later, for guest speaker William Man-
chester. (Ours is the only invitation he has ac-
cepted while still in the midst of Volume II of
The Last Lion.)

Our hosts are the members of the Churchill
Society of Vancouver, who plan all the tradi-
tional pomp and circumstance of their annual
dinners: a military band, regimental music,
the Loyal Toast, national anthems. Black tie or
uniform is recommended, and decorations
may be worn.

Best-selling biographer William Manchester
is Adjunct Professor of History and Writer-in-
Residence at Wesleyan University in Connec-
ticut. His 14 books, which have been pub-
lished in 18 languages as well as Braille, in-
clude The Death of a President, The Arms of
Krupp, The Glory and the Dream, American
Caesar and Goodbye, Darkness. Join us
tonight as Professor Manchester discusses his
biographic adventures in Volume II (1932-65)
of The Last Lion.

All this in the splendor of magnificent Van-
couver, with a World's Fair at the same time,
and one of the ideal times of the year — how
can you plan to be anywhere else but with the
International Churchill Society?

HOW TO REGISTER
Simply send US$98, CAN$135 or the

equivalent, for each person attending, together
with their names and addresses, to:
Sir Winston S. Churchill Society
c/o Norman Faiers
2450 Mathers Avenue
Vancouver, B.C.
CANADA V7V2H8

You will receive registration materials and
further details later this summer.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS
You are responsible for making your own

reservations. However, the Harbourside Holi-
day Inn is holding a block of 50 rooms for ICS
members. Telephone them at 604-689-9211
and please mention ICS.

Your special rates as an ICS member are:
harbor-view singles US$87, CAN$120;
doubles US$98, CAN$135; city-view singles
US$76, CAN$105, doubles US$87,
CAN$120.

DO IT TODAY: WE ARE ANXIOUS TO
SEE YOU!



MARK GRIMSICH IS "YOUNG WINSTON'

Chicago, March 8th — Anyone who missed
ICS member Mark Grimsich's solo perfor-
mance of "Churchill: The Early Years" at the
Red Lion Pub this March may only hope to
catch the next engagement — wherever it may
be. Grimsich's expert one-man act was so
popular that it was held over two weeks.

The Red Lion, on North Lincoln, is a small,
narrow, intimate lounge, decorated with
British memorabilia. Prior to the perfor-
mance, excerpts from Gilbert and Sullivan's
HMS Pinafore were playing.

Grimsich was dressed in striped trousers,
waistcoat, evening coat and, of course, spotted

in
Mark off-duty.

bow tie. Brandishing a large cigar, he spoke
for an hour. His reminiscences traveled from
his first Latin lesson ("But why 'O Table'?")
to the famous Nancy Astor-WSC exchange
("If I were your husband, I'd drink it.")
Grimsich has a strong, rich voice which belies
his diminutive physique; his hair and complex-
ion closely match contemporary photos of the
"Member for Oldham."

His hand movements and gait, I thought,
were typically Winstonian (WSC in turn pat-
terned them after Lord Randolph — the
famous cocked elbow with hand at the waist).
Most of the dialogue was adapted from My

Early Life, and presented conversationally.
Several guests were sure young Winston
himself had magically materialized.

Grimsich told me after the performance that
the audience had increased since his debut.
When I was there, the room was full, every
table taken. The manager would have been
wise to extend his stay longer.

Mark and his well-researched act should be
considered by any ICS chapter, and we hope
he will also be part of a future annual meeting.
He may be contacted at 910 W. Addison, Apt
2R, Chicago IL 60613 USA.

— David Druckman

Our hard-working UK directors, Peter Coombs (L) and Geoffrey Wheeler, represented the Society
at an impressive Churchillian Exhibit, by invitation of the Cabinet War Rooms in London
last November. We thought you would like to connect the faces to our many references.

The Cabinet Room the Defence Committee-
directing Britain's war effort

Winitor, Churctiilt. Prime Minn
of Dvfencc

\

Above: An old New Jersey artist-neighbor, Sal
Asaro, presented the editor with this handsome
exercise based on a Halsman photo of WSC
from the jacket of the American edition of
Their Finest Hour (1949). We are delighted to
advise that Sal has now agreed to contribute
an original painting to our forthcoming edition
of "The Dream" for the Churchill Literary
Foundation, showing Lord Randolph's 1948
"reappearance" in WSC's studio.



"Let Us Command the Moment to Remain"

Churchill as Father and Family Man

AN ADDRESS BY THE LADY SOAMES, D.B.E., TO ICS/NORTH TEXAS
LOEWS ANATOLE, DALLAS, 19 FEBRUARY 1986

Mr. Chairman. Ladies and Gentlemen. I am so excited and
honoured to be here at the very first gathering of the North
Texas International Churchill Society, and if I've had
anything to do with people wanting to come then I am in-
deed proud and happy. You will realise how deeply moving
it is for me to see how revered, even 20 years after his death,
is my father's memory — which the International Churchill
Society does so much to keep fresh and green. It makes me
indeed proud and happy that you have all come here today
to meet me. I hope that you are the founding mothers,
fathers, brothers and sisters of a lively and active chapter of
the International Churchill Society. And as you are setting
out on your way, may I venture to say to you what I hope the
International Churchill Society does? It does a lot of things,
as you will see from Finest Hour. There are stamps and books
and recollections of my father — every kind of thing. But
perhaps we are looking at it from a rather partisan point of

view.
I hope that the International Churchill Society, wherever,

whatever chapters are formed, will continue to take a par-
ticular care and pride in keeping the record straight. There
are a lot of stories told about famous people, and I find that
as time goes on it is rather like the lens of a camera becoming
out of focus. Virtues become out of focus, and faults come
out of focus. Inaccurate statements said in some paper or
book are copied light-heartedly, and reproduce themselves
all over the place. Few people take the trouble to go back to
the source, and find out if that really was what happened. I
like to hope that the International Churchill Society chapters
will, among all the other things that they do, regard
themselves as the guardians of the true picture and try
always to bring that camera back into true focus.

Sorry to give you a little lecture but I do care about it
tremendously, and the only time I've ever — I think I can say
this; Mr. Langworth who is the real founding father would
forgive me for saying so — the only time I've ever fallen out
with him a little bit was when I saw a really horrible effigy
of my father being advertised in Finest Hour, and I wrote him
a furious letter! [Laughter, all of it on me. Ed.] Any other
society, of course, could trade anything they liked — it's a
free world, a free country — but the Churchill Society, which
is there to keep the record straight should be careful what
they reproduce, what they use, because you are, you can be,
the repository of the true story and the true image. Naturally,
as his daughter, I care very much about that.

Your chairman has suggested that you would like it most if
I were to recall for you my father as a family man, and I shall
do so with great joy as well as some nostalgia. But it always
gives me happiness when I have an opportunity to revive
both myself and for others the vivid personality, the warmth,

Mary with her father at Chartwell, 1924, and addressing the North Texas
Chapter at Dallas, 1986.

.



and the humanity of my great and beloved father in the
glow of whose memory I shall ever live. Of course, it was his
family and close friends who were the principal beneficiaries
of his warm-hearted, and in the main genial temperament.
But those who knew Winston Churchill best in public and in
private have often testified to the oneness of his character.
His public face was not that much different from the private
countenance we all knew. He was a most natural, almost
uninhibited person with an engaging frankness of expression
and candour of mind which were most refreshing to en-
counter. His spontaneous enjoyment of so many things in
life and his many interests and talents made him a very en-
thralling companion, as those who worked closely with him
have often recounted.

And I'm so glad that some of you had the opportunity to-
day to meet for a brief moment Sir John Colville and his wife.
Sir John has just written an excellent book which has just
come out called Fringes of Power. He was my father's private
secretary from the beginning of the war on and off right
through the war, and then again when my father was Prime
Minister for the second time. He started as a young man with
my father, having been in Neville Chamberlain's private of-
fice. He started with a real anti-Churchill outlook, and it is to
me moving and touching to see, as the days go by and the
months go by, that he became a candid and deep admirer, a
loyal servant, and a true friend. Long after my father left of-
fice, he and Margaret Colville were frequent visitors to
wherever my parents were, and in the last days of my

father's life, they were among the people who came to bid
him farewell. You will see, if any of you get the book —
which I do most strongly recommend to you — the engaging
and private side of my father's life: how he liked to talk to his
private secretary on duty (which was often Jock Colville),
and his naturalness. Well, anyhow, I do think you ought try
and get it. He's not very nice about me but we have remained
friends all the way. [Laughter.]

To have been my father's child was an enrichment, as
perhaps you can imagine, beyond compare. And from my
earliest years I found myself admitted to a grown-up world of
interest, variety, excitement, and great fun. My childhood

Naomi Gottlieb, Lady Soames, David Sampson made the day.

Lady Soames inscribes a book for Mr. & Mrs. Sampson. Sir John Colville stopped by, to our great delight.

DALLAS COMMANDS THE MOMENT
Dallas, Texas, 19 February — The North
Texas Chapter of the International Churchill
Society sponsored its first function in the
elegant Jade Room of the Loews Anatole
Hotel today. The luncheon was held in honor
of The Lady Soames, D.B.E., youngest
daughter of Sir Winston, who was in Dallas
for the presentation of the Churchill Award to
Dallas businessman and civic leader H. Ross
Perot. H.R.H. The Prince of Wales presented
the award to Mr. Perot the previous evening
during a banquet held in Mr. Perot's honor at
the Loews Anatole. Also present at the Inter-

national Churchill Society luncheon were Sir
John Colville, Sir Winston's private secretary
during the war years and again in Sir Wins-
ton's second administration, and Sir John's
wife, Lady Margaret.

Lady Soames was a charming and delightful
guest of honor. During the reception which
preceded the luncheon, she greeted the 60
guests and signed copies of her books. After
the luncheon, she spoke on "Churchill as
Father and Family Man," a subject about
which she is uniquely qualified to discourse.

During her opening remarks, Lady Soames
made a moving appeal for the guests to

become members of the International Chur-
chill Society and support the important work
I.C.S. does in "setting the record straight and
keeping the camera lens in focus" some 20
years after her father's death.

As a direct result of the luncheon and Lady
Soames' remarks, the North Texas Chapter of
the International Churchill Society has grown
from nine to over 30 members in a little over a
month. A Board of Directors has been ap-
pointed, and the Chapter is anxiously looking
forward to future events. Arrangements for
the elegant luncheon were made by longtime
Dallas I.C.S. supporter Mrs. Naomi Gottlieb.
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memories of my parents are chiefly centred around life at
Chartwell, which I believe quite a number of you in this
room have visited. Chartwell was where my father loved best
of all to be in the whole wide world. He used to say, "A day
spent away from Chartwell is a day wasted." And there I, by
far the youngest of his children, was brought up from my
earliest days.

Of course, no account of Winston Churchill as a family
man can exclude his beloved Clementine, whose abiding
beauty, distinct personality, steadfast love, and — last but not
least — good housekeeping, made the constant background
to her husband's tumultuous career. Many years after they
were married he was to write in one of his wonderful letters
to her: "My greatest good fortune in a life of brilliant ex-
perience has been to find you and to lead my life with you."
What a tribute! And for 57 years they lived together, through
a period as tumultuous and changing as surely as any in our
history. Together, they faced the ups and downs of political
life. And for nearly all their lives, they were in the eye of the
storms which have rocked our civilisation.

We children were early on to learn the tides and seasons of
Parliamentary sessions — the overriding responsibilities of
public life which governed our parents' lives, which took no
account of school prizegivings, family feasts, or carefully
planned treats and holidays. Even when we were quite small,
we learned to sense and to respond to the tension of the
crisis. My father used to say gravely, "We must all rise to the
level of events." An austere dictum for the young, but I have
come to be grateful for it in my life. Public dramas penetrated
to the nursery floor. In 1915, at the height of the Dardanelles
Crisis which resulted in grievous loss of life and dramatic
repercussions, Diana, then aged six, was heard by her nanny
to pray with fervour, "Oh God, please bless the Dardanelles,
whatever they are."

For me, clear consecutive memories of my father begin
with the opening of that decade which in the term of
Winston Churchill's life has come to be called "The
Wilderness Years": 1929-1939. In 1929, he had ceased to be
Chancellor of the Exchequer, when Stanley Baldwin's Con-
servative government was defeated. For ten years after that
he was to be out of office. Winston was now in his mid-
fifties, Clementine ten years younger, and myself eightish,
trailing along well behind the big ones, Diana, Randolph, and
Sarah. Winston was of course still a member of Parliament,
and politics kept my parents much in London. But in the
Thirties, Chartwell, which had been bought in the early
Twenties, became more and more the centre of their lives.

Looking back with a perspective which one doesn't have at
the time, I think what strikes me most about my father at that
period, is what a prodigious worker he was. Our domestic
life was geared around his program. Chartwell was a
veritable factory. The lights from his upstairs study gleamed
late into the night while, padding up and down that long
room with its raftered ceiling, he dictated to his secretary hour
after hour. His speeches, whether on platforms up and down
the country or from his place below the gangway in the
House of Commons, received infinite pains in their prepara-
tion. Newspaper articles for both home and abroad poured
forth.

His political activities alone would have filled a busy life,

but apart from all this, he made time for his work as an
author and as an historian. It must never be forgotten that he
was not a rich man. He kept us all by his pen. His literary
output in those years was truly amazing. Apart from collec-
tions and speeches, articles and essays, his major works be-
tween the two world wars were The World Crisis in six
volumes (which told the story of the 1914-1918 war and its
aftermath), and his monumental Life of his great ancestor,
the Duke of Marlborough. The outbreak of the Second World
War found him hard at work on his four-volume History of
the English Speaking Peoples — a vivid, panoramic tapestry,
from which he broke off to contribute with his own life
and actions more memorable pages to that history.

After the Second World War he was to complete this work,
but only after the six volumes of his war memoirs. Someone
has compared him to Caesar, who waged wars and wrote
about them. All the while he was involved in politics, leading
his party from the humiliating defeat of 1945 back to power
once more. Winston Churchill was 77 and still going strong
when he became Prime Minister again in 1951. And if we
now recall him chiefly as statesman and world leader, we
must remember that it was for literature that Winston Chur-
chill was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1953.

Life was not all toil. Far from it! If midnight oil was con-
sumed by the gallon, daylight and sunshine hours were filled
with a multitude of occupations: building walls and cottages,
making dams, turning peninsulas into islands, constructing
swimming pools, and devising complicated waterworks so
the little rivulet that ran in at the Chart Well splashed 'round
down through the valley and was pumped up again to start
crashing down the hill again. During the winter of 1934,
when my mother was away on a long sea voyage, a friend
staying at Chartwell wrote to her to keep her in touch. She
wrote, "Winston has so many irons in the fire that the day is
not nearly long enough, what with the new wall and the
mechanical digger that does the work of 40 men, rebuilding
the chauffeur's cottage, films, the crisis in India, and when
there is nothing else, Marlborough. Well, you see, we are
busy."

And then, of course, there was his painting. I do hope
perhaps some of you will have the chance to go up to your
wonderful Dallas Museum of Art and to see there among very
great works of art, a small exhibition of my father's pictures.
Some of them I'm very proud of, and think are very good. I
hope you will perhaps take the chance to go and see them.
He took up painting literally as occupational therapy when
he was over 40, in the traumatic aftermath of the Dardanelles
catastrophe; and from that grim summer of 1915 for over 40
years more, my father found hours of pleasure and occupa-
tion in painting. He himself wrote, "Happy are the painters,
for they shall not be lonely. Light and colour, peace and
hope, will keep them company to the end or almost to the
end of the day." Those were prophetic words, for he con-
tinued to enjoy painting up to within just a few years before
his death. I am indeed fortunate to live surrounded by some
of his best pictures. They are so full of light and colour, and
evoke for me many happy hours spent watching him paint
or having picnics while he was painting. They evoke not
only the many seasons of Chartwell and the brilliant light of
the south of France, but they reflect also the hours of concen-
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The Jade Room was a fine setting for our luncheon. Lady Margaret Colville chats with Lady Soames.

Meeting North Texas ICS members.

trated pleasure, and oblivion from dark worries, which he
derived from painting them.

One of my father's salient characteristics was his readiness
to forgive. Somebody said about him, "Winston is a very bad
hater." When I was a child, I often heard him quote the
Biblical injunction, "Let not the sun go down upon your
wrath," and it was a precept he practised both in his public
and his private life. He indeed was a quick forgiver, and often
it was he who made the first steps across the bridge, to make
up quarrels — whether in matters great or small, whether
with mighty grown-ups or his own silly, tempestuous
children. And in his public life, he preached and practised
reconciliations and magnanimity in victory to his country's
foes.

No recollection of my father could ignore the wit and
wisdom and joviality of his company. Early admitted to our
parents' table as we children were, some of my most vivid
childhood and teenage memories are the mealtimes at Chart-
well. Much of the splendour of conversation, of course, sailed
over my head in the earlier years. I think I may have possibly
been more preoccupied about whether there were going to
be enough cupcakes for me to have a second helping. But I
think sometimes I didn't miss all of the firework displays and
eloquent argument. And as time went on, I began to follow
and to feel inspired by the great issues of those days.

But most of all, I remember with delight when our com-

pany was joined by some of the muses — the muse of
history, of song, and poetry sacred and heroic. Led by my
father, we would recite verse after verse from Macauley's
Lays of Ancient Rome, his and our favourite being the glorious
tale of how Horatio kept that bridge in the days of old. And
the rollicking Edwardian musical songs he had enjoyed so
much as a young man; and Rudyard Kipling in all his
moods; and Rupert Brooke; and of course, Shakespeare.
What a prodigious memory my father had, reaching far back
to his school days at Harrow. And from him, too, I learned as
a child that throbbing, thrilling, glorious "Battle Hymn of the
Republic," "Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of
the Lord. He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of
wrath are stored." Perhaps those long ago, triumphant days
were in our minds when we chose that hymn to be sung at
his great state funeral at St. Paul's Cathedral.

With all these diversions, mealtimes sometimes prolonged
themselves into three-hour sessions, often to my mother's
despair. And so eventually she would make to move. And I
so well remember my father looking at her down the table,
lovingly and ruefully, and saying, "Oh, Clemmie, don't go. It
is so nice. Let us command the moment to remain." Of
course, one never can. But today I've tried to command some
precious moments that I remember to remain. And as I have
recalled these things and that extraordinary man in your
company, it has made me very happy.*
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CHARTWELL

Bold Rockwork

and Falls

DESIGNED AND

CONSTRUCTED FOR

The Right Hon.

Winston S.
Churchill

O.M., C.H., M.P.
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GAVIN JONES NURSERIES LIMITED • LETCHWORTH • Herts

Above: Cuttings Editor John Frost (New Barnet, UK) found this 1950 ad by the gardeners who helped WSC design and build his Chartwell
rockeries in the 1930s, as mentioned by Lady Soames. What we can't fathom is how John keeps coming up with these gems!

Below: Sarah Churchill helps her father campaign, 1929. Mary, 13, with her parents enroute Westminster Hall for the loyal addresses, 9 May 1935.
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Woods Corner Ronald I. Cohen, Editor
5 Murrray Avenue, Westmount, Quebec, Canada H3Y 2X9

An Ongoing Forum of Additions & Corrections to the Woods Bibliography of Works by Sir Winston Churchill

To Come: An Entirely New Churchill Bibliography
I have spent most of the last six months in Europe, princi-

pally filming in Yugoslavia but also visiting England, France,
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Turkey, Czechoslovakia and
Hungary. During that time, I have had the opportunity to do
considerable research regarding the foreign language editions.
(Some of the results of that work ran in the last issue of Finest
Hour. I intend, in a coming issue of FH, to talk about how I
found what I found. There appear to be several typographical
errors in foreign names and titles in the last column. These
will be corrected in a forthcoming issue.)

I have also had the time to reflect further on the structure of
the Churchill Bibliography, both the present one by Woods
and that which I am in the process of preparing. This Woods
Corner will be devoted to that subject.

First, I think that it is clear that Woods did an extraordinary
job in tracking down the wealth of material which comprised
the first edition of the Bibliography (in 1963). Many of the
works were even unknown to, or unremembered by, the Chur-
chill family, and the Bibliography provided a significant
foothold for scholars and collectors attempting to scale the
Churchillian mountain of written and spoken/written words.

The matter does not, however, end there. Changes which
users were entitled to expect between the first and the latest
(1975) edition did not occur. There are many gaps and errors
in Sections A and C, as I have pointed out in previous issues of
FH. But the Bibliography has worse problems — structural
ones. In generally accepted bibliographical terms, Woods has
missed the point of Sections B and D. Let me explain.

The general purpose of a bibliography is to trace for the
scholar, or of course the collector, all of the first appearances
of all material written by the author. Whether fiction, poetry,
history or speeches, the point is the same. Each section of a
bibliography is designed to participate in this exploration of
first appearances, and this in a pretty standard format.

Section A
Customarily, the scope of any " A " section is broader than

Woods' Section A. In a standard bibliography, that section
contains all books, pamphlets and broadsides wholly or
substantially by the author.

Thus, there is no reason for excluding from Section A the
Grabhorn Press edition of Addresses, D(a)5, or the W.H.
Smith Bombay War Speeches, D(a)7(a) and (b), to choose ex-
amples of works wholly by Churchill (and assuming that the
W.H. Smith publications, which I have not examined, contain
first appearance material). Nor for forgetting the Proceedings
at the Unveiling of the Memorial to Lawrence of Arabia,
D(b)50(b), Churchill in Ottawa, D(b)62, and Churchill's Visit
to Norway, D(b)74, to select examples of works written
substantially by Churchill. There is more of a problem with
the Grabhorn Broadcast Addresses, D(a)8, since none of the
six speeches published there appear for the first time in volume
or pamphlet form.

The Chelsea House-Bowker Complete Speeches (1974)
would also be included in Section A in a normal bibliography.
So, too, would co-authored works where Churchill was one of
the two authors. Thus, the recently published Churchill-
Roosevelt Correspondence (Princeton University Press) and
the Loewenheim Roosevelt and Churchill: Their Secret War-
time Correspondence (1975) would also be present. Whether
B57, which includes the correspondence of numerous
"authors," namely, Stalin, Roosevelt, Truman, Churchill and
Attlee, should be in Section A is a matter of judgment.

Section C
(I will skip Section B for the moment.) Section C is the

repository of all first appearances in periodical publications,
whether magazines or newspapers. This is straightforward,
although Woods mistakenly allocates numerous C-items to
Section D — see, for example, D(b)23/1, D(b)24, D(b)25/1,
D(b)36. Bibliographers and their publishers are forever
jousting about the appropriateness of including subsequent ap-
pearances of articles in this section, but that may be little more
than a consideration of space.

Section B
Section B should list all titles in which any material by the

author appears for the first time in book or pamphlet form.
This is not limited to prefaces, introductions or chapters writ-
ten expressly for the work in which they appear. It includes
any first published appearance, whether of a letter serving as a
preface, as in the case of The Epic of Malta, B38, or The Battle
of the Narrow Seas, D(b)64, or of a letter within the body of a
work, such as Jean, D(b)55/3 or Edward Marsh, D(b)l 15/2,
or of a speech as in the case of King and Country, D(b)52 or
the Harvard Commencement Ceremonies, D(b)59.

It also includes first appearances in volume or pamphlet
form where the material has previously appeared in a
periodical. Thus The Bravest Deed I Ever Saw, Bl, qualifies,
notwithstanding the appearance of The Doctor and the Soldier,
C30, previously in V. C. But Coming Men on Coming Ques-
tions, B2, will not qualify, since the first appearance was in
pamphlet, not periodical, form (see A7/1).

Section D
This also means that Woods' Section D will be emasculated,

for his entries there either belong in Section A, B or C or not in
the Bibliography at all, as in the case of Fifty Stories Stranger
than Fiction, D(a)3, or The Trumpeter of St. George,
D(b)55/1, since both reprinted excerpts were first published in
other pamphlets or volumes.

Editor's note: Many decisions will have to be made between now and
the publication of a new Bibliography. Ronald Cohen invites your com-
ments and suggestions. Please write him at the address shown at top.
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The New
In the new Bibliography, Sections A and B will clearly be

more substantial than in Woods. In keeping with general
bibliographical practice, all editions of each work in Section A
will be given an identifying number; each will be described
with title page transcription and details of the contents. Thus
A12, My African Journey, will include the British edition, the
1919 Hodder & Stoughton paper edition, the Holland
Press/Neville Spearman edition, the Icon Books paperback
and the New English Library paperback. Separate issues such
as the Hodder & Stoughton British card wraps issue of 1908,
the Hodder & Stoughton and Doran American issues, and the
Briggs 1909 Canadian issue will also be mentioned and
described (although not as separate editions).

Since the scope of the material to be covered is far larger
than what Woods had in mind, Section B will be considerably
expanded. In order to keep the overall size of the volume
manageable (and hence not too pricey), I intend (in keeping
with standard bibliographic practice) to include title page
transcriptions, but not contents descriptions.

Section C will be larger because of the large number of
Woods' omissions (see FH 45 and 46 for those found up to
January 1985). It will also be presented in a more consistent
and simpler way, chronologically, and with a separate identi-
fying number for every article, even if part of a so-called series
(see e.g. C15, C16 or C153), unless the articles together com-
prise a single volume serialization, such as that of My African
Journey (C35) or Savrola (C14).

Foreign language editions are also customarily present in
any bibliography. Woods unfortunately limited their presence
to a reference (under the major British entry) to the languages
into which the work had been translated (for those volumes
where he believed there had been a translation). That is of little
help or interest to the researcher or collector and I intend to in-
clude the foreign language title, publisher, date and city of
publication, name of the translator and a brief reference to
subsequent editions or printings.

There are several other sections generally present in

Bibliography
bibliographies (where appropriate to the author) which I
believe should be included here.

First, a section, probably Section AA, will be devoted to
collections of the author's work(s) which do not include
material by the author first published in that particular collec-
tion. The Library of Imperial History's 34-volume Collected
Works would be included here (although the four-volume Col-
lected Essays would undoubtedly be included separately in
Section A.) Frontiers and Wars — see the reference in Woods
under Al(a) — would be here as would A Churchill Anthology,
D(a)21/1 and its American counterpart Great Destiny (how did
the latter become D(a)21/5/l?). Verification is necessary but
the "wit and wisdom, maxims and reflections" books and
other such Churchill collections and anthologies would likely
be here as well. Not here, however, will be any anthologies of
other compilers/editors including a chapter or contribution by
Churchill previously published in volume or pamphlet form
(thus qualifying as a Section A item). See e.g. Men at War,
D(a)ll or the later Arco edition, Time To Be Young, D(a)13,
and so on.

While interviews could qualify as Section C items, they do
partake of a different nature and are often the meat of a
separate section.

Blurbs on the dust jackets or wrappers of works by other
authors also generally merit a separate section.

Phonorecordings,. not new to the Churchill Bibliography,
would remain. They are, after all, the spoken word.

I am very tempted to add a section on film and television
programs commercially released, whether on 16 mm, 35 mm
or videocassette, since they also represent the spoken word in
its 20th century form, and the medium by which our author has
probably come to be generally perceived as the greatest
statesman in history, whether of this or any other century.

The implementation of these changes will provide Churchill
scholars, dealers, collectors and researchers with a far more
complete and rationalized framework, and most important,
one which is in keeping with standard bibliographical practice. •

Some oddments relating to A37(b); Left, what may well have been the inspiration for the US title, Henty's 1900 novel (WSC
also used title as Chapter I, Ian Hamilton's March.) Center: a Scribners advert for A Roving Commission, 1930.

A ROVING COMMISSION

OH THROUGH THE

BLACK INSURRECTION OF HAYTI

G. A. HENTY

tONDON
BLACK H5 k SON, Lwni \ » OLD BAILIT, 1.0.

OUSOOW AKD D0BUH

I "More exciting than any novel."
— London Times.

J\ Koring
Commission

My Early Life

author oj "The World Crisis,- etc.

"Like a beaker of champagne," says a reviewer in
the London Observer of Mr. Churchill's 2estful
volume of recollections, and continues: "I am
jure that as long as there are young men and
women they will thumb with delight the tale of
adventure told by Mr. Churchill with the skill of

ft is packed with excitemen
glowing with life, this nar-

re of hairbreadth 'scapes
in South Africa, wartime
adventures in E^ypt, India,
and Cuba, red-hot political

impaigns and amusing
youthful scrapes at home.
Moreover, it is an incompat-
ible picture of the shaping

Profusely illustrated
$3.50

CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, NEW YORK

Reproduction Jackets for your Valuable A37s:
The editor has printed enough exact color repro

jackets for the first edition My Early Life and A Roving
Commission to paper the walls. Postpaid: $4 each ($5
Canada, £3 UK/airmail). When the costs are met, we
will donate all proceeds to ICS. PO Box 385, Con-
toocook, New Hampshire 03229 USA.
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