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ICS RAISES $11,000 FOR 1986 AND IS STILL GOING
As you will read in detail overleaf, a phenomenal response to our
1986 fund appeal has produced $11,000 for the Churchill Literary
Foundation and our autumn recruitment campaign. As author of
"The Letter," I can add little here — but I must record my pro-
found thanks to all who contributed.

At the "high end" of the scale we are right on target: we asked
for 25 people to contribute a total of $8000 — and as of 26 June
that's exactly what we had. Our shortfall is among smaller donors:
we need 30, 50 and 100 members to donate, $100, $50 and $25
respectively. The figures to date are 7, 9 and 18 respectively. So
we are still about $5000 short of our goal. If you thought that $25
or $50 was insignificant, think again! We appreciate everyone's
help, at whatever level they feel able. See p4 — and thank you.

LAST CALL FOR VANCOUVER
This is our last chance to urge you to join us at the Society's An-
nual General Meeting in Vancouver, to welcome distinguished
speakers James Humes and William Manchester. On October
4-6th, with the aspens turning gold, in one of the most beautiful
cities in North America, I can't understand how you could miss it.
Register now, if you haven't already, for a memorable experience.

EDITORIAL STYLE (AGAIN)
"There even are places where English completely disappears,"
quoth Henry Higgins in My Fair Lady — "In America they haven't
used it for years." With our editorial content divided 50-50 be-
tween copy originating in the USA and the Commonwealth, I
always feel as if Professor Higgins is sneering at my unending con-
tretemps: When copy is set, do we use English-English or Yank-
English? When we publish a Canadian, do we do so in British or
Americanese? Of course I know the Aussies speak Australasian.

Our previous rule was English-English when a Commonwealth
person was quoted, but Yank-English otherwise. But this required
me, for example, to translate John Plumpton's column into
American — for (I finally decided) no good reason. Henceforth, a
new rule of style: we typeset what we get! If it comes in English-
English, that is what you will read, and vice-versa.

"CHURCHILL: AN UNCOMFORTABLE HERO"
Secretary Weinberger's moving address is now being sent to all
contributors to the 1986 fund drive plus all ICS members, patron
and above. See next page for the status of our drive and how you
can help put us over the top.

IN THIS ISSUE . . .
Wallace Johnson is back with Son of "Bibliomania," one of the
most popular articles we have ever published. We are equally
pleased to present Representative Jim Courter's brilliantly re-
searched paper, "Sir Winston's Wisdom and SDI," which will be
followed later this year by a thought-provoking study by Clark
Clifford, on the meaning of the 1946 "Sinews of Peace" speech —
and another by Professor Raymond Callahan, on the modern
tendency to quote Churchill "both to validate and to condemn,"
not necessarily in context.

Recognizing that these will be controversial topics, we label
them as opinions, and welcome for publication the views and com-
ments of readers.

The editor's contributions are always first to be bumped but —
so help me - "Churchill and the Baltic" will appear in the next
issue. R M L



ONLY $5000 TO GO . . .
Westfield, New Jersey, June 20th —
George A. Lewis, general treasurer,
reports that, as a result of our 1986
fund appeal sent to all USA members,
the International Churchill Society
has raised over $11,000.

Proceeds will be set aside to launch
the Churchill Literary Foundation,
and to finance a $16,000 direct mail
campaign for 3000 new ICS members
in September.

"The response is wonderful — and
still not over," Lewis says. "We are so
encouraged by our members' gen-
erosity. We have already heard from
over 16% of the USA membership; the
average gift is $150, and five
members have contributed $500
each. All funds are being set aside in a
special, high-interest account for
these special purposes."

The Churchill Literary Foundation
has five goals: (1) encouraging the
return of Sir Winston's vanished
books to print; (2) helping finance
publication of worthwhile Churchill-
related works which might otherwise
not appear, notably the 1940-1965
Companion (Document) Volumes to
the Official Biography; (3) Publication
of specialized works of importance, in-
cluding the newly released "Chur-
chill: An Uncomfortable Hero" by U.S.
Defense Secretary Caspar Wein-
berger; (4) a bequest department to
channel important book collections to
needy institutions; and (5) a com-
puterized Concordance, indexing all
of Churchill's spoken and written
words.

Our September membership cam-
paign will target 30,000 potential new
members, who will receive materials
describing the Society and its ac-
tivities. If this project is successful, a
further 250,000 potential members
will be contacted.

The campaign will start In the
United States, but a similar effort will
follow in the Commonwealth, Canada
being the next nation involved.
(Canada Office director George Tem-
ple says that approval of ICS as a
charitable organisation in Canada is
now imminent. UK and Australia are
to follow.)

The letter of appeal by chairman of
the board Richard M. Langworth, was
sent mainly to USA members, "be-
cause I don't feel comfortable asking
for financial support in countries
where we do not as yet have tax-
deductible status. With similar status

Churchill:
An Uncomfortable Hero

BY THE HONOKABI.E CASPAR W. WEINBERGER
An Address to

The International Churchill Society
Burton, MawachustUS. U.S.A., 2 November 1985

\ PLBUCATION OK THK CHURCHILL LrfKRAKV FOUNDATION

The Churchill Literary Foundation's first
publication is finely printed with four-color
cover. A $25 donation to the C.L.F. secures.

in Canada we will soon contact our
members there — and later those in
Britain and Australia. However, life,
patron and honorary members in the
UK and Australia have been sent a
copy of my USA appeal, and they will
be kept informed.

"It is important to realise that we
are still some $5000 short of the
necessary $16,000. I hope that
anyone still considering a gift will
send it to George Lewis now. We
would be especially grateful if those
who have already given could in-
crease their support to help us meet
our goal — although I can't thank
them enough for what they have
already done."

The Society is offering the following
tokens of thanks to supporters of the
1986 development campaign. For
donors of:

$25-49: The newly published
limited-edition of "Churchill: An Un-
comfortable Hero," by the Hon.
Caspar W. Weinberger.

$50-99: The above work, personally
inscribed by the author.

$] 00-249: The above plus "The An-
notated Chartwell Bulletins." the
Foundation's next publication,
scheduled for early 1987.

$250-up: All the above plus "The
Dream," a marvelous Churchill short
story in a fine limited edition of 500
hardbound books — never before

published in book form.
(The Weinberger work will be sup-

plied automatically to all ICS
honorary, patron and life members.)

Please help us to meet our goal — we
are so close! Send your gift to ICS, 268
Canterbury Road, Westfield NJ
07090 (fully deductible from US in-
come tax).

OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE . . .
to the following members who have

thus far given or pledged their sup-
port:

Benefactors: Donald Carmichael,
Richard Fisher, Ambassador Paul
Robinson, Jr., Wm. Ives, Wm. R. Schulz.

Supporters: Michael Altenburger,
Herbert Benn, Michael Close, Dr. Gor-
don Cohen, Peter Coombs, Dr. Will
Fleming, Jr., Mat Fox, David & Wm.
Freeman, Dr. Herbert Goldberg, David
Handley, Yvonne Henry, William Ives,
Wallace Johnson, Richard Lang-
worth, John Marek, John David Mar-
shall, Gordon Nettleton, Betty &
Joseph Newfield, Jon Richardson, Dr.
S.M. Saravay, Dr. Jeffrey Satinover,
J. Benedict, Sir Winston S. Churchill
Society of Vancouver, Reese Taylor,
Tim Terry, Peter Travers.

Sustainers: John Hay, Gilbert lies,
Gerald Lechter, Dr. Forrest Mischler
Jack Nixon, Robert Reilley, Robert
Sprinkle, Robert P. Hastings.

Contributors: Thomas Brinkman,
Jr., Robert Brown, Robert Carter, Al
Cohoe, George Lewis, Alfred Marshall,
Dorothy Reinke, Michael Stanio, Dr.
William Walker.

Patrons: Mrs. Gary Aldridge, Her-
man Breitkopf, Derek Brownleader,
Ray Butterworth, Rev. R.W. Chur-
chill, Harry Clamor, Merrill Culver,
Jr., James Dinkel, Ross Fenn Kay
Murphy Halle, Harriet & Michael
Langworth, Douglas Marden, Mary Jo
Peterson, Ervin Pritchett, Richard
Roberts, Violet Scialla, William
Spencer, Noreen Will, Mr. & Mrs. Wm.
Beatty, Thomas Goldner.

Pledges Received (Pending Canada
Charitable Status): Lt. John Grodzin-
ski, George Temple, F. Bart Watt.

"WILDERNESS YEARS-
RERUN 24 AUG.
Boston, Mass., USA, August 24th -
Pubhc television station WGBH an-
nounces a rerun of "Churchill: The
Wilderness Years" starring Robert
Hardy on "Masterpiece Theater,"
commencing Sunday 24 August for
eight consecutive Sundays. Favorably



reviewed in Finest Hour 38 (p.8), this
is one of the most accurate portrayals
ever filmed. Those who missed it will
want to have their telly (and VCR) at
the ready.

"CHURCHILL:
A LEGEND IN MUSIC"
Ipswich, Suffolk, UK, June 5th-
Member Judith Rogers has sent the
Society the majestic score of "A
Legend in Music of the Life and Times
of Sir Winston," written by her hus-
band under the pseudonym N.H.
Rutherlyn. The work was or-
chestrated by Derek Barnes; it was
presented to Lady Churchill, and then
into the care of the Churchill Memorial
Trust by her in the autumn of 1974.

A dramatic portion of this work, the
"Churchill March," was selected by
Mrs. Thatcher for inclusion in the 8
May 1985 Westminster Abbey ser-
vices in commemoration of V-E Day.
ICS hopes some day to sponsor the
presentation of the full symphony,
which has never been performed in its
entirety. What a dramatic experience
it would be to hear it played in the
Royal Festival or Albert Halls . . .

Mr. and Mrs. Rogers emphasize that
this work is non-commercial, and that
any profit derived therefrom is to be
passed to the Forces Benevolent Funds.

The "Churchill March" has been
issued as both an LP recording and
tape cassette, and is available to ICS
members. If you wish to obtain a copy,
please send a postcard stating which
you require to your nearest ICS
business office (see directory, p.3).
When we know the quantity of records
and tapes required, we shall place the
order and notify you of the cost, which
will be nominal.

INSCRIPTION FORGERY WARNING
Beaulieu. Hampshire, UK, April 30th
- Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, a
member of the Society, advises that
copies of the "80th Birthday Tribute
to Sir Winston Churchill," a limited,
morocco-bound edition of the Ran-
dolph Churchill/Helmut Gernsheim
Churchill: A Life in Photos (Redburn
70), bearing WSC's "signature," are
probable forgeries. Though "theo-
retically published here, they were in
fact distributed from a London ad-
dress by a friend of mine who has
since disappeared," Lord Montagu
writes. "I confess I am very embar-
rassed by the whole matter, as there is
no doubt in my mind that these signa-
tures are faked and it was certainly
done without my authority or
knowledge."

Two such copies surfaced this year,
one bearing the (genuine) signature of
Lady Churchill, both bearing a WSC
"signature" in what looks suspi-
ciously like felt-tip. The WSC inscrip-
tion appears to be copied from the fac-
simile signature in gilt on the books'
covers. Lord Montagu and the editor
hope that anyone encountering one of
these forgeries will advise us.

STELLA MARKS
London, 25 November 1985 —
Australian-born Stella Marks, whose
ivory miniatures included Sir Winston
and the Royal Family, died today aged
97. Her first royal miniature was of
Princess Patricia of Connaught,
painted in 1909. Sir Winston always
carried on his wartime journeys a
miniature of his daughter Mary,
painted by Mrs. Marks in 1941. Stella
Marks was made an MVO in 1978.

LENEHAN TEACHES CHURCHILL
Philadelphia, 11 November 1985 —
Member Jim Lenehan, a prominent
Churchill book collector, led two five-
week adult education courses last
autumn, entitled "World War II" and
"Winston Churchill." The courses
were taught by Jim at Conestoga High
School in Berwyn, Pennsylvania.

"The Churchill course had about 16
people," Jim writes. "They enjoyed it,
but it is hard to cover WSC in five
90-minute sessions." The course
sketched WSC's career from the late
19th century "little wars" through the
Dardanelles and WW2.

100 CHURCHILL FELLOWSHIPS
London, February 17th — A deaf and
blind motor mechanic, a goat-keeper,
a metallurgist and a textile researcher
were among 100 successful applicants
for 1986 Churchill traveling fellow-
ships. The first-mentioned, Mr.
Graham Hicks, 24, will travel in
Canada and the U.S. to study services
for deaf/blind people. The goat-keeper
is Mrs. Mary McCallum of Grampian,
Scotland, 46, who will travel to New
Zealand to examine the production of
mohair from Angora goats. Applicants
for the annual awards, now in their
21st year, had to propose study pro-
jects related to their profession or in-
terests, and to show that they could
make use of their newly acquired ex-
perience on their return to Britain.

V-SIGN ANTECEDANT
Los Angeles, March 12th - Captain T.
Barrett-Archdeacon, MBE. MC, Presi-
dent of the British United Services
Club, informed newspapers of the
origin of WSC's V-sign: "At Agincourt,

outnumbering the English, Charles
d'Albert, confident of victory,
threatened to cut off the first two
fingers of the right hand of the English
archers (who happened to be Welsh-
man) so that they would never again
be able to draw the string of a
longbow.

"After the battle, as Charles led
away the remnants of his defeated
army, the Welsh archers raised their
first two fingers" to taunt the enemy.
"It was this defiant gesture that was
used by Sir Winston Churchill and
was commonly referred to as a victory
sign. He was a great student of
history."

LONDON WALKING TOUR
London, July 1st — Visitors who
prefer to see London on foot may like
to join one of the walking tours
organised by Alex and Peggy Cobban,
professional guides. They offer one
tour centered around Churchill's life
and times, covering most places in
central London associated with WSC.
The fee is modest, with reduced rates
for students and seniors: children
under 16 are free, so long as they are
supervised. Details are available from
Discovering London, 11 Pennyfields,
Warley, Brentwood, Essex CM 14 5JP,
telephone Brentwood (0277) 213704.

—James Bell

EMANUEL SHINWELL, R.I.P.
London, May — Lord Emanuel Shin-
well, 101, "fiery Labourite," "one-
time dock-front brawler," son of an
immigrant Polish tailor, famed for his
Parliamentary repartee with Sir
Winston Churchill — who became the
oldest man ever to serve in Parliament
— knocked down a slug of whisky, told
his son, "I've had enough," and died.
Way to go. —National Review

ICS CHAPTER ORGANIZERS . . .
It is easy and rewarding to organize

a local chapter or branch of ICS. The
ICS Chapter Plan, available to anyone
interested, provides hints on events
that most attract people, what to do,
when to hold one, and how to notify
members. Although the ICS member-
ship list as a whole is confidential, we
are always pleased to supply names
and addresses of members in your
area, either for personal contacts or
organizing events.

If you are interested, please contact
either USA chapter coordinator David
Sampson, 5603 Honey Locust Trail,
Arlington Texas 76017. Or, in the UK,
Canada or Australia, contact your
local office (see directory, p. 3).



Television:

approximate
'Reincarnation

Robert Hardy
Winston Churchill

THREE REVIEWS, WRITTEN INDEPENDENTLY

ROBERT H. PILPEL: A REASONABLE FACSIMILE? RUSSELL JONES: TOO MANY OLD CHESTNUTS

ANY ACTOR who undertakes to portray a famous
historical figure sets himself a formidable task, an all
but impossible task if the portrayal takes the form of a
one-man show. The line between impersonation and
caricature is difficult to tread under the best of cir-
cumstances, but when one must tread it alone on a
stage for the best part of 90 minutes, and be entertain-
ing into the bargain, authenticity or dramatic effect,
or both, will suffer. How much they suffer depends on
how finely attuned the actor is to the personality of
the historical figure he is portraying. Hal Holbrook's
rendition of Mark Twain shows that they need not suf-
fer much. Robert Hardy's rendition of Churchill
shows that they can suffer acutely.

I do not wish to "trash" Mr. Hardy's performance; it
is a sincere and well-meaning attempt. And Mr. Hardy
is by no means an incapable actor. His problem is that
he has chosen to focus on Churchill's public persona
in the United States to the virtual exclusion of most of
the more fascinating aspects of his personality. In Mr.
Hardy we see Churchill the puckish, the tenacious,
the affectionate, the Anglo-American. What we do not
see, nor even glimpse, is the Churchill of "the black
dog," the Churchill of Lord Moran's diaries, the Chur-
chill of Chartwell, the Churchill of the Dardanelles. Sir
Winston was a great man not only because he rallied
the English-speaking Peoples in their hour of greatest
peril, but because he rallied himself from depression
and repeated defeat in spite of the terrible psycho-
logical scars he carried with him from childhood.

To those of us in the Churchill Society, Mr. Hardy's
one-dimensional portrayal of the "Finest Hour"
Winston, who was but a part of the multifaceted per-
son we venerate, must inevitably prove unsatisfying.

Mr. Pilpel is the author of Churchill in America
1895-1961: An Affectionate Portrait {Harcourt, Brace,
Jovanovich, NY 1976).

THE SETTING is a lecture hall somewhere in the United
States in the summer of 1946. The live studio au-
dience sees before it on the stage a desk, two chairs, a
pitcher of water, glasses and an ashtray. On the wall
behind the desk, American (48 star) and British flags
flank a portrait of George Washington.

Dressed in a cutaway coat, striped trousers,
waistcoat with gold watchchain and polka dot bow
tie, carrying cane and hat, Winston Churchill is im-
personated by Robert Hardy, who portrayed him in
the earlier "Wilderness Years" series (Finest Hour
38). He is on a lecture tour, and has just delivered the
famous "Sinews of Peace" speech at Westminster Col-
lege in Fulton, Missouri.

For an hour and a half with one intermission (just
after Munich), and three breaks during which he
responds to questions submitted by the audience,
Hardy/Churchill recounts and reflects on his private
life and public career, in phrases extracted from
WSC's writings and speeches, and contemporaries'
accounts. James Humes, the well-known Churchill
impersonator, has extracted the Churchillian
passages and linked them with his own narrative. So
the audience and television viewers see Hardy imper-
sonating Churchill and hear Churchill's words,
selected by Humes and delivered by Hardy. The
result, according to the introductory blurb, is "a por-
trayal of one man's courage and leadership."

Some utterances, delivered in the famous "bulldog-
gery" style (the word is Lady Soames') do express
those values, such as (to Chamberlain after Munich),
"You have chosen dishonour, and you will get war;"
or from the magnificent speeches of 1940, " . . . blood,
toil, tears and sweat" and "We shall fight on the
beaches . . ." But many, far too many in my view, are
WSC's oft-repeated quips: "If I were your husband
[Nancy Astor] I'd drink it [poison] . . . I do believe that
I am a glow worm . . . Attacking the canvas . . . Some



chicken — some neck! . . . a modest man [Attlee] with
much to be modest about . . . I will come on the sec-
ond night [to Bernard Shaw], if there is one . . . If my
father was American I might have got here on my own
. . . The Prime Minister has nothing to hide from the
President of the United States . . . " These sallies,
delivered with skillful timing, produce enthusiastic
applause from the studio-lecture hall audience.

I would have preferred some other quotes, such as:
"I shall drag the United States into the war" [to Ran-
dolph, 1940] . . . or, to Leo Amery on Winston's 1929
voyage to America, that evidence for the existence of
Hell is the necessity of a place for Lenin and Trotsky
. . . or (when asked if he was a pillar of the church), "I
am more like a flying buttress" . . . or the call for a
peacetime Anglo-American alliance, the real appeal in
the "Iron Curtain" speech . . . or "the Spanish ships I
cannot see for they are out of sight" — a phrase to be
repeated as a remedy for his lisp.

"Churchill" ignores what I would regard as signifi-
cant experiences in his public and private life, such as
the "Black Dog;" his illnesses; his love of Harrovian
songs; his "buccaneer" friends; the Boer War (here
mentioned only as when he learned to appreciate
whiskey); his first, third and fourth visits to the U.S.;
his ministries before 1911; his "private war" against
Bolshevik Russia (indeed, except for one harangue
against socialism and the "Iron Curtain," one would
never know of Winston's anti-communism); the 1926
General Strike and the British Gazette; writing his
histories (his profession as a writer receives scant at-
tention); his wartime meetings with Stalin, FDR and
DeGaulle (although the "burden of the Cross of Lor-
raine" is duly uttered.) In short, the quote selections
reinforce the popular stereotype of Churchill.

More seriously, some of Hardy's lines distort the
facts. For example, Hardy/Churchill says his des-
patches from the Sudan were published in the "Morn-
ing Telegraph (not Morning Post);" that he and Lloyd
George were the "Bobbsey Twins" (not "Heavenly
Twins") of social reform; that he "scrapped the dread-
noughts" as First Lord of the Admiralty; that his
memo of 1910 (not 1911 as stated) accurately foretold
the course of the First World War; that Kitchener's
delay in sending troops caused the Dardanelles
tragedy; that it was Lloyd George (not Free Trade)
who "charmed" Winston away from the Conser-
vatives; that he resigned as Chancellor in 1929
because he was "tired of being made a scapegoat for
the Depression;" that a fog (not Hitler's order to halt)
permitted the miracle of Dunkirk. Finally, a minor but
jarring inconsistency: Hardy/Churchill, in 1946, uses
words, to describe his feelings between 1937-1945,
that he had not yet written.

Like James Whitmore's Harry S. Truman, Hardy/
Churchill will certainly help fix even more securely an
historical myth in the popular imagination.

Russell Jones is a Professor of History at West-
minster College, Fulton, Missouri.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH:

IT'S NOT WINSTON, BUT IT'S HUMAN

SIR JOHN GIELGUD. who ought to know better, leads it off,
sending me scrambling for a notepad: "Just after the
end of World War II, Churchill was voted out of
office." (Wrong: the war was still on.) "He found
himself without any immediate means." (Wrong: the
advances on his war memoirs were enormous, and in
August 1946 a group of his friends relieved him of the
cost burden of Chartwell.)

"And so he embarked on a lecture tour of America,"
Gielgud continues. "This is what you might have seen
if you were seated in the audience in Los Angeles,
Chicago or Kansas City." (Wrong and wrong again.
Churchill's final lecture tour was in 1931. In America
in 1946, he gave the Iron Curtain speech in Fulton,
addressed the Virginia Assembly, made three other
short appearances and went home. Seated in an au-
dience in LA or Chicago or Kansas City, you'd have
been more likely to have seen the McGuire Sisters.)

I have seen this performance three times now,
thanks to an advance tape kindly sent us by the spon-
sors. The first time I almost got up and left my own TV
set. By round three, the edges had blurred and the
rough spots had smoothed, and I began enjoying it. It
is probable that I am far too close to my subject. Fur-
thermore, all those involved in "Churchill" are such
nice people that I hesitate to complain.

As Lady Soames reminded us at Dallas last
February, however, the International Churchill
Society has a responsibility "to keep the memory
green and the record accurate." Finest Hour is better
equipped to do that job than any other publication;
what is more, our readers expect it.

This reviewer's problem with "Churchill" is
twofold: (1) it plants an inaccurate image of WSC in
the mind of the average viewer: (2) it is laced with er-
rors that could easily have been avoided, the correc-
tion of which would have lost none of the drama and
warm humanity which are its most admirable
features.

Churchill never "delivered a series of informal talks
across America" in 1946, as the press packet baldly
states. So why say he did? Why not admit, as writer
James Humes carefully said, that this is a composite
picture, drawn from WSC's writings? (The latter is
one of its problems, however: Churchill did not speak
as he wrote.)

Churchill made it a rule, when abroad, never to
criticise his political opponents at home. Why then
cast him in an ill-suited role as stand-up comic, stump-
ing America to deliver one-liners about "sheep in
sheep's clothing" (which, if he said it at all, was said
about Attlee. not Ramsay MacDonald as the perfor-
mance has it).

Hardy deserves full marks for holding an audience —
dressed in 1986 clothes and responding with hearty
laughter — as long as he does. (Both he and Humes



Hardy-Churchill continued

had wanted only 60 minutes, but the sponsor insisted
on 90. One of the problems of public television is that
it must rely on sponsors, who have no business deter-
mining program lengths.) Hardy has Churchill's man-
nerisms down to a "T" and of all "Winstons" his is
still the most convincing. But the first reaction of
anyone moderately steeped in facts is that this
Winston is a vulgar caricature, exercising — in 1946
of all years — an inappropriate degree of levity.

Is the truth so boring that it cannot govern the
character? Churchill would not have joked about his
childhood trauma, his being seen as dunce and
wastrel by his father. He would never have claimed
that Victorian Britain "ruled all India," or called his
Army assignment there "a life sentence . . . east of
nowhere." He would not have said that the Coalition
lost the 1922 election because of, but in spite of, his
work over the Near East and Ireland. He would not
have called Jock Colville "Jack," or made the remark
about Montgomery ("in victory insufferable") to a
public audience. He would not have pronounced the
scene of his 1915 political downfall as "Gall-i-PO-li."

Most particularly, he would not have said he re-
signed as Chancellor of the Exchequer because of the
Tory appeasers — because such a thing never hap-
pened. Churchill departed as Chancellor, before and
not after the Depression, because the Conservatives
lost the Spring 1929 election — long before Hitler
came to power.

I will not bore you with my two pages of noted in-
accuracies, but here are some of the more crucial: At
Malakand, Winston says, "the whole company was
ambushed — except me." In the Sudan, he says he
wrote for the "Morning Telegraph" (accomplishing
an attractive but unfactual merger between Morning
Post and Daily Telegraph), about dervishes nick-
named "whirling" because of the way they twirled
their sabres. In Parliament he says, "I made my oath
to Queen Victoria and took my seat in October 1900."
(He made his oath to King Edward VII and took his
seat on 14 February 1901.) He says he proposed to
Clementine "in a gazebo;" that he heard the news
broadcast about Pearl Harbor in Downing Street. (It
was the Temple of Diana and Chequers, respectively.)
His famous aside, "Whatever happens at Dunkirk we
shall fight on," was delivered in the Cabinet Room at
Downing Street, not in a speech to the House of Com-
mons. After Pearl Harbor he says he sailed for New
York — what he did was sail to the Chesapeake, and fly
into Washington from Hampton Roads. Why couldn't
all this have been looked up?

There are certain quotes taken from other people:
"Always give the train a sporting chance to get away"
was said by Clementine, not Winston. "That dear and
excellent woman," was said by Gibbon, whom WSC
quoted. "When all save Englishmen despaired of
England's life" was said in 1963 by President
Kennedy. "Embalm, cremate and bury," referring to

taking no chances, was said, as far as I know, to this
Society by Anthony Montague Browne at the Savoy
last September. (On the same occasion, Anthony said
of the alleged remark about the traditions of the Royal
Navy, "rum, sodomy and flogging," that WSC "liked
it, but he had never said it.")

Many of the quotes that can be traced to Churchill
are misplaced. "Shot at without result" was said
about Cuba, not Malakand. "Boneless wonder"
(singular) was a blast at Ramsay MacDonald, not the
Tory appeasers.

Other quotes are vaguely familiar but hopelessly
muddled: "They asked what my program would be — I
told them Victory" . . . "Give us your faith and your
trust" (the word was "blessing"). And some are far
wide of the mark: "like a bull who carries his own
china shop with him" was said about Dulles in the
1950s, not the State Department in the 1940s. When
King George summoned Churchill in 1940 he said, "I
want to ask you to form a Government," not "take
over the Government" — there is a difference.

Enough is enough: the reader will understand why
this reviewer was disappointed. But then I played the
tape again, and a third time for the purposes of this
review — and began to see a more balanced picture,
probably the one drawn by the majority of viewers.
With all its flaws and inaccuracies, the performance
brings out the greatest characteristic of Winston
Churchill: that essential humanity which continues to
make him different from other world leaders past and
present.

James
Humes says it
best: "What is
important for
us to know to-
day is that
Churchill told
his audiences
not what they
wanted to
hear but what
he wanted
them to hear."
And Sir John
Gielgud, mak-
ing up for his
introduction,
closes the
show with
words to
remember:
"Churchill was
as ordinary as
any of us
— and as ex-
traordinary as
any of us can
hope to be."»



Qlimpses
Loyalty -cA Ghurchillian

Characteristic

BY ELIZABETH LAYTON NEL

Memories, memories: Forty years on.
Anyone who worked for Sir Winston Churchill must

have clear memories of that time and that man. Mr.
Churchill, as we called him in war days, was one who
demanded singleminded devotion to duty from his
staff, both of the household and of the office, and in
general this was willingly and gladly given. The
Master was one who inspired loyalty among his
group, and though at times his demands on their time
and energies might have seemed unreasonable, a real
affection for him made them glad to do their best.

During the years when I was on his staff there was
need for the utmost responsibility on the part of all
concerned. Documents of the highest secrecy had
naturally to be dealt with, and future plans involving
many lives discussed. At meals the household staff
could have picked up many bits of interesting or
secret information, had they been so minded. Hurtful
personal remarks could have been made to the wrong
quarter. Careless talk could have been most costly to
the war. However I do not think any instance of
disloyalty, leakage, carelessness or irresponsibility
took place. The group surrounding Mr. Churchill were
devoted, their loyalty was indisputable, and they
worked with all they had to offer, in his interest and
for his cause.

Loyalty is a very wonderful quality, and I am sure
that such feelings in the staff were reinforced by the
loyalty which Mr. Churchill himself always showed
toward them. Once accepted as a member of his staff,
one would not be pushed off; one's errors might be
pointed out with vehemence, but they would soon be
forgiven; one's efforts on his behalf were appreciated,
in the long run. Indeed I think he became attached to
his staff, and in general he greatly disliked changes.

Mr. Churchill's personal detective, Inspector
Thompson, had been in his service for many years,
since long before war days; had been to America with
him; had stayed at his side through good times and
bad. During the war, perhaps at the beginning of
1944, he had to leave his post for personal reasons,
much to his disappointment. But when the time for
Victory in Europe came, Mr. Churchill called him
back to service for a week or so, knowing how he
would be feeling at that time, and as the Master drove
through London amid scenes of great happiness, relief
and gratitude, Inspector Thompson rode in the front
of his car.

Another instance of Mr. Churchill's loyalty to his

V.E. DAY 1945

staff occurred on V.E. night, 8 May 1945 when, after
dinner, we in the office heard that the Prime Minister
and various members of his Government would ap-
pear on the balcony of the Ministry of Health building,
overlooking Whitehall and Parliament Square, to
speak to the crowds. I was able to find my way from
the Annexe office, through a maze of corridors and
steps, to this balcony, where I occupied the smallest
scrap of space on the extreme end, and was thus able
to witness the quite extraordinary scene of this huge
crowd filling the space below, addressed by Mr. Chur-
chill and roaring their delight, joy and thanks to him.

As I was leaving the scene there arrived dear old
Mrs. Landemare, the Churchills' cook throughout the
war, who had been unable to leave her kitchen sooner
and had thus battled her way through those corridors
too late to see the fun. Mr. Churchill, full of the mo-
ment of triumph, was just going off with his Ministers;
but on seeing her he broke away from them, came and
shook her hand and thanked her for having looked
after him so well through those years. When he had
gone she turned to me almost in tears, and said that
being spoken to like that meant much more to her
than just seeing the crowds.

Mr. Churchill did not let one down — and I have
always hoped that those who lived close to him would
do the same for him, each in his own way. I think we
are fortunate that two writers of the stature and in-
tegrity of Martin Gilbert and Sir John Colville should
have contributed so significantly to recording his life.
I personally feel very grateful to them — and less than
grateful to those who have tried to "make interesting
books" by "seeing him from all sides" — sometimes
through distorting mirrors it seems.

I hate the expression "warts and all." It has
sometimes been said to me: "But surely you are just
remembering the good things — can't you be more ob-
jective about him?" My answer: "When one thinks of
what Mr. Churchill did, what he actually achieved, he
alone, for his country and for the world, then I think
he deserves our loyalty and not our criticism nor our
assessments nor our judgments. Let us remember
Winston Churchill and be grateful."*

Elizabeth Lay ton Nel was one of Sir Winston's
wartime secretaries, and is author of the charming
Mr. Churchill's Secretary (London, H&S; New York,
Coward-McCann, 1958, Redburn 280). An ICS mem-
ber, she resides in Port Elizabeth, South Africa.



Opinion:

Sir Winston's Wisdom and SDI
The ©omberc]NLeedcKpt Always Qet Through

BY REPRESENTATIVE JIM COURTER

PUBLIC MEN and scholars of both
American political parties have
always thought it impressive to
quote Sir Winston Churchill,
whose passing we observed for the
21st time last January.

Ongoing debate over the Stra-
tegic Defense Initiative provides a
good opportunity for asking
whether we learned from him, or
just honor his name.

Churchill would have taken a
keen interest in the way "Star
Wars" discussions center on the
issue of technical capabilities.
Today, almost everyone believes
that a 10-year-old ICBM can leap
upward at the touch of a button,
fly many thousands of miles guided
only by its pre-set mechanical
directors, and detonate within a
few thousand yards of its target.
This is readily presumed. Yet
many laymen and scientists alike
cannot imagine that any means
can be found to deflect or destroy
an ICBM on its long and very
regular flight path.

Five decades ago, Churchill was
wrestling with a similar incon-
gruity in British thinking. The
European world of the 1930s lived
in fear of the bombing plane. Air
war was the staggering, incom-
prehensible new danger. Men's
minds were pained by scenarios
in which squadrons of long-range
flying machines loosed explosives
of unprecedented power on what-
ever urban or military targets they
chose from whatever altitude they
found convenient.

True, a defender might build
fighter planes, but never enough;
the attacker could deploy his own
fighters to protect his ordnance
carriers. Thus did a most terrify-
ing vision become the common
assumption of commentators of
the 1930s: "the bomber will
always get through."

It was Stanley Baldwin, soon to
become prime minister of Britain,

who made that phrase famous. On
10 November 1932, he spoke to
an approving House of Commons:

"I think it is well for the man in
the street to realise that there is no
power on Earth which can protect
him from being bombed. Whatever
people may tell him, the bomber
will always get through. . . . The
only defence is in offense, which
means that you have to kill more
women and children more quickly
than the enemy if you want to
save yourselves. . . . When the next
war comes and European civilisa-
tion is wiped out, as it will be . . . "

Here was the precursor of our
contemporary doctrine of "Mutual
Assured Destruction." The fear
was tangible and deep-running;
the absence of any defensive
military solution was marked.
The only answer seemed to be in
round after round of disarmament
talks carried on year after year in
Geneva, just as they are today.
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Churchill was troubled by the
expectations these meetings of
ministers in Switzerland gen-
erated. The hope of "poor good
people" is unfailing, he said. "The
[arms talks] process is apparently
endless, and so is the pathetic
belief with which it is inevitably
greeted."

Disarmament was simply not
practicable in Europe then, Chur-
chill believed. Britain had in part
already disarmed, with no dis-
cernible benefit to the world.
France could not possibly risk
disarming, nor did the small
republics of Central Europe want
her to. Germany's interest was in
more armament, not less.

What Winston Churchill advo-
cated instead was defense: by
fighter aircraft, by anti-aircraft
guns, by as yet unconceived
ground-based "appliances" —
defense by any necessary means
and at any necessary price. His
arguments, made steadily over
many years and in the face of con-
stant ridicule, would ring so true
and seem so telling once war
began. They are of more than anti-
quarian interest today in an age of
ICBMs:

"The flying peril is not a peril
from which one can fly. It is
necessary to face it where we
stand. We cannot possibly retreat.
We cannot move London. We can-
not move the vast population. . . .
We cannot move the naval bases.
. . . [Therefore] it would be a great
mistake to neglect the scientific
side of.. . purely defensive action.
Certainly nothing is more neces-
sary, not only to this country but
to all peace-loving and peace-
interested powers . . . than that
the good old Earth should acquire
some means or method of destroy-
ing sky marauders."

Churchill, one of the earliest
sport-flying enthusiasts, was
notably unimpressed by educated



estimations of the improbability of
discovering defenses against air
attack:

"My experience — and it is
somewhat considerable — is that in
these matters when the need is
clearly explained by military and
political authorities science is
always able to provide something.
'Seek and ye shall find' has been

borne out. We were told that it was
impossible to grapple with sub-
marines, but methods were found
which enable us to strangle the
submarine below the water, a prob-
lem not necessarily harder than
that of clawing down marauding
aeroplanes. Many things which
were attempted in the war we
were told were technically impos-
sible, but. . . science responded to
the demand."

Churchill commenced a lengthy
collaboration with an Oxford pro-
fessor of experimental science,
F.A. Lindemann. "The Prof held
that a "defeatist attitude" was
scientifically unjustified: "To
every mode of attack an antidote
has been found," he wrote to
Churchill after hearing Baldwin
speak. "Why should this be the
sole exception?" Dr. Lindemann
became an untiring advocate in
the face of official reluctance and
disbelief. He assisted in the inven-
tion of radar, and of aluminum
stripping called "window" which
could be dropped to deceive radar.
He worked on means of "bending"
the directional beams that raiding
German bombers would use to
find their English targets.

Churchill himself urged a
rethinking of defensive tech-
nologies like anti-aircraft guns. In
1935 he reminded his colleagues
in the House that an enormous
number of shells had been fired at
airplanes without effect during
the Great War:

"In consequence, anti-aircraft
artillery has been generally dis-
credited, but I think it worthwhile
to pursue that study carefully. . . .
After all, an aeroplane, though a
very formidable engine of war, is
also a very fragile structure, and
an explosive charge no bigger
than a cigar is sufficient to bring
down the most powerful aero-
plane. . . . "

One recommendation Churchill
made was to blanket a selected air
space with a number of shells
fired at the same time, which of

course is what would soon be
done, with success. Prof. Linde-
mann helped create the proximity
fuse and the photoelectric cell
which caused a shell to explode as
it passed near its objective. In
later years and from other hands
there would come the guided anti-
aircraft missile, a theoretically
lethal answer to almost any winged
bombing platform. Today, one
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(CAN HEAR-
A LITTLE
COMIN& IN.
THE EAST!

CHIEF EAR-TO-THE-GROUND WINSTON

CBS Television used this 1920 cartoon,
lampooning Churchill's opposition to the
Bolsheviks, to "illustrate" George Will's
commentary about Churchill's warnings
to bolster defense - in the 1930s. Some
people just refuse to learn from history.

cannot rightfully deny that an ex-
plosive no bigger than a cigar, or
even a steady burst of laser light,
can disable the largest ICBM.

Churchill also had an answer for
those in 1986 who say that stra-
tegic defense cannot possibly stop
all incoming nuclear warheads
and ought not be undertaken
merely to stop some. No thought-
ful general would make such an
argument, of course; he would
spend dearly to protect his army
or nation against 60 percent of in-
coming arrows, or 50 percent of
the Backfire bombers overhead. A
veteran of many wars before
1930, Churchill knew one could
always limit damage with in-
telligent defense. And he knew
that if one could limit the damage
one would markedly reduce the
danger of the enemy's attempting
a first strike:

"Now that the hideous air war
has cast the shadow of its wings
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over harassed civilisation, no one
can pretend that by any measures
which we could take it would be
possible to give absolute protec-
tion against an aggressor drop-
ping bombs on this island and kill-
ing a great many unarmed men,
women, and children. No govern-
ment can be asked to guarantee
absolute immunity . . . It is cer-
tainly in our power, however, if we
act in time, to guard ourselves,
first of all, from a mortal blow
which would compel us to capitu-
late; and, secondly, it is in our
power, I firmly believe, to make it
extremely unlikely that we should
be attacked, or that we should be
attacked by this particular
method of terrorizing the civil
population by the slaughter of
non-combatants, which, to the
shame of the 20th century, we are
now forced to discuss as a prac-
tical issue."

So strong was Churchill's faith
in the reasonableness of all na-
tions concentrating on defense
against attack from the air that he
imagined something nearly as re-
markable as that which SDI in-
spired in President Reagan: the in-
ventor nation could even share
the defensive technology with pro-
spective enemies:

"Every single nation in the
world has an interest in this. I
wonder that the League of Nations
at Geneva does not offer an enor-
mous monetary prize to incite in-
ventors of all countries to discover
ways of downing the maraud-
ing aeroplane. . . . Every country
would feel safer . . . and the haunt-
ing fears and suspicions which are
leading nations nearer and nearer
to the brink of another catas-
trophe would be abated."

Churchill's conclusion, ex-
pressed in a speech on "Air
Defense Research" on June 7,
1935, recommends itself to us to-
day as surely as history would
demonstrate its truth in 1940:

"This matter should receive and
command the vigorous thoughts
of the greatest men in our country
and in our government, and
should be pressed forward by
every resource that the science of
Britain can apply and the wealth
of the country can liberate."

I believe Churchill would have
been pleased when, on 6 Decem-
ber last year, Britain signed a for-
mal agreement to participate in

continued on page 20



Several years have passed since I first began my
correspondence with Churchill bibliophiles to learn
about their collections, personalities and peculiarities.
"Bibliomania and the Literary Churchill," which ap-
peared in Finest Hour #49, developed from my cor-
respondence with Richard Langworth, Ron Cohen,
Tom Thomas, Mat Fox and Bill Schulz. Each shared
with me an enthusiasm for book collecting, and a pas-
sion for Sir Winston Churchill's memory and work.

I have since discovered what I always suspected:
We do not stand alone. Many others from diverse
regions in the English-speaking world share our en-
thusiasm. I was fortunate to develop friendships with
many of them, through correspondence resulting
from the appearance of that first article.

Much progress has been made during the past year
to advance the study of Sir Winston and to perpetuate
his literary works. Richard Langworth labors tire-
lessly to establish the Churchill Literary Foundation.
Ron Cohen is indefatigable in moving toward a new
Churchill Bibliography (FH51 p. 12).

Other things remain unchanged. Ron Cohen is still
making movies. Omaha remains primarily known for
cattle, corn and Indians.

Other constants in this changeable world are the
thoughts of Sir Winston and the principles that guided
his actions. An area of keen interest to me personally
is Churchill's analysis of relations with the Soviet
Union. Martin Gilbert brilliantly summarized these in
"The Origins of the Iron Curtain" speech, the first
Crosby Kemper Lecture on 26 April 1981, at West-
minster College in Fulton, Missouri. Quoting from Sir
Winston, he stated:

From what I have seen of our Russian friends and
allies during the war, I am convinced that there is
nothing they admire so much as strength, and there
is nothing for which they have less respect than for
weakness, especially military weakness. For that
reason the old doctrine of a balance of power is un-
sound. We cannot afford, if we can help it, to work on
narrow margins, offering temptations to a trial of
strength. If the Western democracies stand together
. . . their influence . . . will be immense, and no one is
likely to molest them. If however they become divided
or falter in their duty, and if these all-important years
are allowed to slip away, then indeed catastrophe
may overwhelm us all.

These thoughts bear close scrutiny this year, on the
40th anniversary of Churchill's "Sinews of Peace"
speech in Fulton, Missouri, and as relations between
the English-speaking world and the USSR evolve dur-
ing this time of transition in Soviet leadership, and
budget-balancing in the United States.

Stimulated by Churchill's charisma and profundity,
Ashley Redburn began collecting Churchill books in
1960, with a primary focus on works "about" Sir
Winston. He met Churchill personally on Easter Mon-
day in 1940, when Clementine launched the aircraft
carrier Indomitable at Barrow-in-Furness. That
meeting made Ashley aware of Churchill's genius and
inner power: "That really stimulated me to 'follow'
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of that?)
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him, and to learn more about him, but the war and
my subsequent civilian occupation prevented me
from doing much about collecting for some 20 years.
A casual reference by 'Peterborough,' the columnist
in theLondon Daily Telegraph, directed my attention
to the International Churchill Society and subsequent
contact with Dal Newfield, who became my inspira-
tion and staunch friend. From then on Churchill really
became my life's work, and collecting and study has
dominated my existence."

Redburn's bibliographic efforts parallel Ron
Cohen's, with Ashley's work appearing in Section 2 of
the ICS "Churchill Collectors Handbook." "The com-
pilation of this Bibliography has stimulated me to col-
lect articles about Churchill in periodicals," Ashley
says. "There are many hundreds of these, of course,
dating from 1900, but often it is possible to obtain
only photocopies. I have quite a number of originals,
some pre-World War I, and 200-300 in all.

"I suppose, too, that I have about 250 books which
contain chapters or sections on Churchill. It may be,
of course, that other collectors have neglected this
side of Churchilliana — but it is worth pursuing, par-
ticularly by 'starters.' The lack of a bibliography so far
has deterred those interested."

Tom Goldner, of Clarkston, Michigan, is a collector
who has benefited from Redburn's efforts at cata-
loguing these works. Tom began collecting about ten
years ago but, faced with the inevitable obligation to
educate his children (a problem I appreciate, support-
ing as I do three institutions of higher education), has
built his collection with a very limited budget. He has
capitalized, however, on his visits to Ann Arbor,
where his daughter attends the University of
Michigan, to scour the bookshops which invariably
spring up in most university communities. His collec-
tion of Churchill works is about 70 percent complete,
but as with most Churchill collections, it can now be
expanded significantly by reference to Ashley Red-
burn's list.

Tom's effort to build a collection on a shoestring is
commendable. Few collectors have unlimited re-
sources for book acquisition. I share his excitement
when uncovering underpriced treasures. But, it is all
too easy to exhaust the resources of your hometown
bookstores. Without the opportunity to travel or to
establish a working relationship with certain
specialized bookdealers, interest in developing a col-
lection will diminish for lack of opportunity to collect.

My own collection this year has benefited from my
travels. Recently, in a shop in Ojai, California, I found
an excellent copy of King and Country, published by
Zodiac Books in 1940. It contains Churchill's speech
on the return of the H.M.S. Exeter after the battle with
the Graf Spee — which does not appear in the Com-
plete Speeches along with other WSC addresses. It
cost all of 75 cents! Another bargain was the Heron
edition of My African Journey, for under $2 in a Lon-
don shop. I was equally excited (but not about the
prices) when I found Time To be Young (Lippincott,
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1945), containing Chapter 3 of My Early Life ("Ex-
aminations at Harrow") — and the Chiswick Press
"miniature" of Churchill's remarks upon the death of
King George VI, bound in purple Nigerian goatskin.
And, while finding no literary contributions for my
collection, my historic perspective was enhanced by a
visit to the Vozonzov Palace in Yalta, where the Yalta
Conference and Churchill's headquarters were during
those crucial talks in the Crimea.

I found returning to the site of the historic Yalta
Conference personally enriching, and just as in-
teresting as learning that Churchill collectors were to
be found in equally out-of-the-way spots (at least
when Omaha is the point of reference). Upon return-
ing from a long sojourn to the USSR, I was pleased to
be greeted with a letter from George Richard, writing
from Tasmania, Australia.

George, who spent time on an aircraft carrier during
his national service, relates that his interest in Chur-
chill stems from an experience during the Second
World War, when he and his mother were billeted dur-
ing the Blitz — after being evacuated from their home
in Glasgow, Scotland — with an amateur phrenolo-
gist. This companion, after examining George's
cranium, announced it was the same shape as the
Prime Minister's! Coupled with his ginger hair, the
similarity was complete and, even at this early age,
started George on his study of Winston Churchill.

In addition to Churchill's own works, George has
concentrated on developing a rounded picture of the
man by collecting works written by others in
specialized fields, e.g., WSC and the Admirals, the
Generals, as a Politician, as a Speaker and so on.
He seeks to develop "a statue, rather than a
photograph."

Closer to home, and in a region of the United States
of which I am very fond, Southern California (Clare-
mont to be exact), is Ray Butterworth — a man of wide
literary interests which include many British authors
as well as Sir Winston. Ray has reasonably complete
collections of R.L. Stevenson, Huxley, E.M. Forster,
Iris Murdock, Muriel Spark, as well as the Americans
Thomas Wolfe, Norman Mailer, Gore Vidal, John
O'Hara, John Updike and Saul Bellow.

His Churchill collection is modest, however — a deci-
sion he claims is both conscious and otherwise. "I
always liked books as physical objects — the feel, smell
and look of them. When one sets about building an ar-
chive as you, Richard and others have done, it strikes
me that you might have to watch it self-destruct
before your eyes. The process of deacidification
becomes current in your vocabulary, and your
bookshelves house boxes, envelopes and contrivances
to preserve magazines, pamphlets, letters, scraps of
this and that. I often am impressed by the wisdom of
those who appeased their impulse to collect by fixing
upon coins, which appreciate wildly (as in the past
few years), rather than deteriorate irresistibly. It is
said of a book: three moves is as good as a fire. Some
20 years ago I built in my home in Claremont a library

unit with shelves for about 5000 volumes, and its own
bath, walk-in closet and storage space.

"Collecting first editions of Winston Churchill I
found somewhat difficult and rather costly. I had not
started early enough. (Does one ever start collecting
an author soon enough, and in enough depth?) There
was no adequate bibliography. When I inquired about
Sir Winston from British dealers, they didn't appear
too interested in my new-found enthusiasm. I soon
discovered why — or thought I did. They could more
easily find me a copy of T.E. Lawrence's private edi-
tion of The Seven Pillars of Wisdom, or Dickens'
Pickwick Papers or Bleak House in parts, than they
could find a decent copy of Malakand or The River
War. I began to develop an idea of which I have never
fully freed myself — that scarce titles of certain Chur-
chill items were being put aside for special customers.
In time, I found somewhat less-than-great copies of
the Malakand and River War, at inflated prices. I
tried to impress on two or three dealers that I had
"standards," but they would put aside copies that I
thought fit to start a blaze in the fireplace.

Ray Butterworth's huge library houses 5000 volumes, contains
abundant facilities including a fireplace for those tatty Malakands.

"Thus it has gone. I must admit I haven't pursued
Winston Churchill as I have Evelyn Waugh (though
here, too, some English gentlemen seemed to have
rights de seigneur), though perhaps I should balance
the equation by confessing that when I began my
Robert Louis Stevenson collection I couldn't seem to
get fine letters at auction, or inscribed copies. One day
at Yale it all came clear — I was vying for material with
that most successful of all Stevenson collections,
Beinecke's at Yale.

"By the nature of the beast and as a late-blooming
Churchill collector, and also because I had a certain
diffidence to empty my purse before the contemp-
tuous (and at the same time pitying) stares of a couple
of antiquarian businessmen, I came up empty of first-
rate inscribed volumes. From time to time, I would be
offered a rather mechanically inscribed Marlborough
and others, but I steeled mvself to resist.

"Clearly my accumulation of Winston S. Churchill
is incomplete and will continue to be, for no Mr.
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Brodrick's Army is now beckoning me at auction.
Also, I collect about 20 authors, some of whom might
possibly claim priority.

"I have about as much theory to apply to collecting
books as to the stock market — when a dealer offers,
either in his catalogue or on his shelves, a book I want
at a price suggesting a smidgin of common sense, I try
for it. During the stop at Longleat on the 1983 ICS
Churchill pilgrimage, the Marquess of Bath (who was
showing the group his treasures of the 19th and 20th
centuries, and who was reputed to have a fine Chur-
chill collection) asked me what Churchill title I most
needed? I made the usual response: Mr. Brodrick's
Army, and added that I couldn't meet the price,
should a copy turn up at Sotheby's or Christie's. Lord
Bath responded that if he didn't already have a copy
he would have to do without, as he couldn't afford it
either. This pleasantry I found most soothing."

Virtually all Churchill collectors are, like Ray But-
terworth, people of renaissance interests. A report on
these interests would alone make an enjoyable article.
Ron Cohen, for example, has a complete "turn of the

started when, in 1853, young Morgan wrote to Presi-
dent Millard Fillmore, seeking his autograph.

"As a result of this boyhood project and the fun,
knowledge, and enthusiasm that flowed therefrom, I
developed a substantial autograph collection of world
leaders through direct correspondence. (One chain,
lasting for five-plus years on such subjects as the
"War Guilt," the Versailles Treaty and the League of
Nations, was with the ex-Kaiser, Wilhlem II, in exile at
Doom!)

"A nice letter from Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt
sparked the start of a major concentration. Around
FDR, I have a large collection of books and
memorabilia, including several letters to me and
many inscribed books written by him; just about
everything written about him in English; and 125
items under glass — photographs, caricatures and
associated items, still, after 55 years, I continue to add
to this regularly.

"I began also dealing with veteran autograph
dealers: Thomas Madigan, Forrest Sweet and Mary
Benjamin, focusing on the Presidents of the United

Butterworth (left) listens as Lord Bath (center) expounds on the im-
possibility of collecting Mr. Brodrick's Army. (Longleat, Churchill's
England 1983.)

century" country store assembled in his home.
Richard Langworth collects old Lionel trains and
automobile license plates. Ray Butterworth is a well-
read bookman.

Donald Carmichael, of Buffalo, New York, has like-
wise broad interests. "My first 'collected' Churchill
item is an autograph he sent me dated 1.12.27," Don
says, "I was writing to Mr. Churchill for his autograph
in connection with a school project, which required
seeking the signature of a 'famous' person —-reminis-
cent of the idea expressed by James Boswell speaking
to the elder Pitt: 'Honour me now and then with a
letter . . . to correspond with a Paoli and with a
Chatham is enough to keep a young man ever ardent
in the pursuit of virtuous fame.' At that time in the
middle Twenties, when the project was initiated, I
wrote first to Calvin Coolidge at the White House — and
received a prompt and courteous reply from him.
Without drawing any comparisons, it is interesting to
note that the great J. Pierpont Morgan Collection was

Don Carmichael's WSC walking stick supported by inscribed World
Crisis (to Nellie Hozier), Savrola (to Ian Hamilton), and Europe
Unite (to "Clemmie").

States, all of whose autographs-in-office I have with
the exception of William Henry Harrison.

"During the Thirties, I read Churchill in magazines,
biographies, Great Contemporaries — the plant was
coming to bud. About 1940 I began to buy Churchill
first editions from a New York bookseller named In-
man. With my autograph collecting bent, I favored
English first editions of his writings, inscribed at a
date close to publication, and preferably for someone
with whom Churchill was associated in a meaningful
way. Later, in London, Sotheran's, Sawyer's and
Sotheby's auction rooms helped me greatly.

"Undoubtedly my most interesting Woods 'A' book
is my Savrola, inscribed by Churchill to Major
General Ian Hamilton and dated 'Ladysmith Mar. 1,
1900.' I have also Ian Hamilton's inscribed copy of My
Early Life and Marlborough. My one volume River
War is inscribed to Major General G.M. Bullock, Cairo,
6 January 1908. Another item that very neatly meets
the test is my copy of The World Crisis. The first
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