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OVER THE TOP!
WESTTIELD. NJ. AUGUST 25 — George Lewis
writes: "We are over $18,000. Con-
gratulations. Have a good trip to
England. I'm going on holiday!"

We did it! Over 25% of the US
membership have now contributed to
our 1986 fund appeal, and our mailing
to 30,000 potential new members of
the Society will have been in the post
several weeks when you read this. The
average contribution of $ 150 was over
twice what we expected. We can't
thank you enough for your faithful
support. You may be sure we will do
our best to make it count.

TAX-FREE IN CANADA
WILLOWDALE. ONTARIO, SEPTEMBER 2 — I C S -
Canada director George Temple
reports that the Society has received
approval from Ottawa as a certified
Canadian charitable organisation, and
all donations over and about the basic
$20 subscription rate are tax-deduct-
ible from 8 May 1986.

Canadian members will be hearing
more about the 1986 Fund Drive and
related developments in a special
letter later this autumn.

LORDBOOTHBY 1900-1986
LONDON. JULY 16 — Lord Boothby, an
outspoken Conservative who had
been private secretary to Winston
Churchill (1926-29), and who had
served as many years in Parliament
as WSC, died after a heart attack,
aged 86. Born in Edinburgh, Robert
John Graham Boothby represented
East Aberdeenshire, Scotland from
1924 to 1958, when he was created a
Life Peer.

Boothby was one of WSC's few sup-
porters in the fight to rearm Britain
during the 1930s, but criticized Chur-
chill in his memoirs, "Recollections of
a Rebel" (1976). In 1940-41 he served
as Minister of Food.

ERRATA
In issue #52 we wrongly elevated Lord
Shinwell to Marquess-or-above by
using his first name in his title. We
liked him best as just "Manny
Shinwell," anyway. He was a great ex-
ample of the basic civility, back-stage,
between political opponents, that
seems to have generally vanished
now. Also in issue #52, page 11 cap-
tion, we blamed CBS Television for
misrepresenting George Will with the
wrong Churchill cartoon. It was ABC,
not CBS. Hard to tell them apart. . .

TORONTO AWARDS DINNER
TORONTO. ONTARIO, JUNE 24 — The First An-
nual Churchill Awards Dinner was
held tonight at the Royal Canadian
Military Institute, through the kind-
ness of Robert S. Gillan, who arranged
the club facilities.

After an enjoyable dinner, the First
Annual Award to "the most dis-
tinguished student of British History"
in any year of University study was
presented to John Logan of York
University by Chapter president Pat
Cassels. Douglas McLeod then shared
some personal' remembrances from
his association with Inspector Tommy
Thompson, Sir Winston's longtime
bodyguard.

Among those in attendance were
Mrs. Mary Alexander, Mr. Garnet
Barber, Mrs. Pat Cassels, Mr. & Mrs.
David Currie, Mr. & Mrs. Robert S.
Gillan, Mr. Glynne Jenkins, Mr. John
Logan, Miss Lisa Logan, Mr. Douglas
J. McLeod, Mr. Murray W. Milne, Mr.
Edward R. Moorhouse, Mr. William
Sempie, Mrs. Betty Shand, Mr. George
E. Temple, Mr. Bernard Webber, Mr.
Ian G. Weir.

Commencing 1987, the Toronto
Chapter will honour a student from
the University of Toronto as well as
York University.

Toronto area members are cordially
invited to future events, for which see
"Coming Events" this issue.

— Pat Cassels, Pres.

"THE FIRTH OF FORTH" PRINTS
NEWPORT. RHODE ISLAND, AUGUST 15 — T h e

America's Cup Gallery has been
authorized to offer limited edition
prints of Sir Winston's only known
naval painting, "Firth of Forth,"
lithographed from the original owned
by Edwina Sandys. Depicting World
War I warships, this work is alive with
color and impressionistic drama —
typically Churchill, but a unique sub-
ject. The prints measure 2214 x24".
For further information contact the
Gallery at 411 Thames St., Newport
RI 02840 USA.

ANOTHER WINSTON
MARLOW. BUCKS. ENGLAND, JUNE 1 — M r .

John Evans, a member of the Society,
appears as Sir Winston circa 1938-50
on stage, television and at private
functions. John is available to ICS
events planners and other functions,
and may be contacted at 1 Highfield
Park, Marlow, Bucks. SL7 2DD,
telephone (062 84) 2914.

TO DAVID FROM WINSTON
LONDON, AUGUST i — An auction disposed
of a remarkable collection of Churchill
autograph letters, including one writ-
ten from imprisonment in the Boer
War and several personal letters to
Lloyd George at unprecendented
prices. The WSC-DLG letters included
everything from requests for a
meeting to important letters on the
1908 strike, 1909 budget estimates,
the 1911 Agadir Crisis, a 7-page thesis
on wartime food supply, and a letter
from the trenches on 10 April 1916.
Advance estimates were as high as
£3500 for some letters, and we are
advised that realised prices were
higher than that. We would appreciate
more information, and hope that the
letters reached a responsible archive.

CHURCHILL'S BRITAIN 1987
We have now confirmed the dates of
the ICS tour of London and Scotland:
we begin at noon on Thursday 3
September at the Waldorf Hotel in
London, and finish Monday morning
14 September at Loch Lomond.
(Coach runs to either Prestwick air-
port or central London from the finish
point are included.) Deposits of $200
per person (refundable if cancelled
before 31 May) may be sent payable to
Specialist Tours, PO Box 385, Con-
toocook, NH 03229 USA.

Register now to avoid the rush. A
full itinerary is available and will also
appear next issue. See page 17 for
more details.
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HUNGARIAN RAP-SODY

While in Budapest in June I stopped into
a Russian-run book/record shop and asked
if they had any books by Churchill. They
sneered, gave me a dirty look, then prac-
tically threw me out. Hungarian-run shops
were friendlier but with limited resources.
I obtained the Soviet biography Winston
Churchill by Trukhanovsky for US$1.
[Worth a ruble! Ed.]

Hungary is beautiful, with much farm-
ing. The people hate the Russians, and
their own government. Prices were very
low, 10-25% of US, food excellent, people
cautious but friendly.

—David Druckman, Chicago, III.

ROBERT HARDY'S CHURCHILL
I would like to comment on the reviews

of the Hardy-Churchill performance in
issue 52.

I cannot disagree with any of the factual
assertions of the reviewers, but I think it
important to realize what Mr. Susskind
had in mind as the purpose of the produc-
tion. At the press reception for the show, in
answer to a question as to his future plans,
Susskind replied that he viewed the series
as an educational tool for school systems.
He feels that the only way to bring "dry
history" to life is through the visual
medium and this was his primary goal.
Eventually he wants to distribute these

shows to schools throughout the country.
Each will be accompanied by a study guide
and the show will be the catalyst for the
student to delve into the personalities and
history of the time.

Given this aim, I think he succeeded ad-
mirably. Heaven knows how he is going to
make a dry character like Eisenhower in-
teresting to a group of school children.

- Paul Biba. Bernardsville. NJ, USA

REPORT FROM RSA
Time has slipped by since I came here on

an agricultural exchange from Israel. As
you have no doubt read, things are not too
kosher here at the moment. However we
are all fine, and I am extremely busy with
my work, hence my long silence.

I am happy to say I have found further
additions to my Churchill collection,
which has improved with stamps, books,
covers and pottery. Among the flat items
was a S.A. Christmas card with Smuts and
his wife and a large "V", as well as a
cigarette card with military personnel and
similar motif, copies of which I enclose.

Whilst in Cape Town I met another ICS
member, Paul Mills, at Clarke's Bookshop,
who approached me as I browsed through
his Churchill stock with an invitation to
join. It really is a small world.

- Hillel Schnaps,
Port Elizabeth, South Africa

EPERNAY REMEMBERS
I would like you to know that a copy of

your charming letter dated July 18th has
been addressed with favourable advice to
our UK representatives. Today, I am happy
to confirm that we will provide the cham-
pagne at the party for former private office
staff at Chartwell.

I read with great interest the 50th issue
of Finest Hour, for which I would ap-
preciate receiving a subscription form.
You will certainly enjoy going through our
Churchill magazine enclosed.

Remaining at your entire disposal for
any further requirements and looking for-
ward to welcoming you at Epernay next
time you come over to France, I am, dear
Mr. Langworth,

— Christian Pol-Roger
Directeur General

Pol Roger et Cie., Epernay, France

Our UK branch had hoped to hold a buf-
fet at Chartwell for former members of Sir
Winston's staff, but other events and
schedules conflicted. Mr. Christian Pol-
Roger's very gracious offer to supply the
appropriate champagne is deeply ap-
preciated, and he has been given a com-
plimentary membership with our sincere
best wishes. — Ed.

Send your queries to the editor. Finest
Hour, and we will ask our experts.

Q. I have been asked to find the precise
citation in the works of Sir Winston for a
quotation allegedly ascribed to him. The
sense of the aphorism is that, while auto-
mobiles are doubtless more practically effi-
cient than horses, horses are intrinsically
more beautiful. No standard collections of
quotes were of any help, so I turn to your
expertise.

-Arno M. Klausmeier, MLS, Librarian
Wisconsin Regional Planning Comsn.

A. The best-known remark of that sort
was made in WSC's speech at M.I.T. in
Boston, 31 March 1949:

"Man has parted company with his
faithful friend the horse, and has sailed
into the azure on the wings of eagles —
eagles being represented by the infernal
-ah INTERNAL - combustion engine -
ah — engine!"

Q. How was it that Lord Randolph Chur-
chill was able to sit in the House of Com-
mons? (This occurred when I read that
Waldorf Astor had to give up his Commons
seat on inheriting his Peerage.)

A. All Peers in their own right have seats
in the Lords (except those who only have
Irish Peerages). The eldest son, on suc-
ceeding his father, must also become a
member of the Lords — unless he
disclaims his Peerage and becomes a
commoner (like Wedgwood Benn; or
Hailsham and Home when they hoped to
be PM). Thus Marlborough's eldest son,
the Marquess of Blandford, succeeded to
the title and was entitled to the seat in the
Lords.

But Lord Randolph — in fact all
younger sons of Peers — are not Peers in
this sense: they are in effect commoners
and can enter and stay in the House of
Commons.

Had Blandford died without issue
before Randolph, Winston would have
succeeded to the title. He would then have
been in Halifax's position re succeeding
Chamberlain in 1940. In the same sense
Waldorf Astor had no option when his
father died — they had made no ar-
rangementsfor disclaiming in those days.

— H. Ashley Redburn

Ad deadlines: Winter 1 Dec. Spring 1
March, Summer 1 June. Autumn 1 Sept.

FOR SALE OR TRADE: New Houghton-
Mifflin "Chartwell Edition" of the
6-volume Second World War, quarter dark
blue leather and tan cloth, gilt spines, col-
or maps on eps, Chartwell painting tipped
onto covers. A magnificent edition. Retail
price $295. Best offer or trade. Douglas
Marden. Box 253. Rutland MA 01543

WANTED: Good VCR recordings of "Chur-
chill/The Wilderness" years and recent
"Tour" program required. Poor rural
reception made bajd recordings. Blank
tapes sent, or integrity of your copies
guaranteed. Brother Richard McGrath.
Crosier Seminary. Onamia, Minn. 56359.

FOR SALE: Our 16-page catalogue of anti-
quarian, out-of-print and new books by or
about Sir Winston Churchill will be
available in mid-November. We stock all
editions from paperbacks to firsts; our goal
is to make a Churchill library affordable by
everyone. Send for a copy if you are not on
our mailing list. Churchillbooks. Burrage
Rd.. Contoocook. NH 03229 USA.



"Winnie:"^e(^Making of a<3V[usical
Story ̂ u s Tar

By John G. Plumpton

Evita, Man of La Mancha, Cats, Sir
Winston Churchill: all subjects of suc-
cessful theatrical productions in London's
West End and New York's Broadway. Sir
Winston Churchill you say? Yes, such are
the hopes of a group of investors and
artists working on the forthcoming pro-
duction of Winnie: A Musical Tribute to Sir
Winston Churchill.

Celia and Edwina Sandys, grand-
daughters of Sir Winston, approached the
accomplished writer/producer/director
Robin Hardy to write the script and head
the production team of producer Rex
Berry and director Albert Marre. Already
committed, if available, to play Sir
Winston is actor Robert Hardy, famous for
his portrayal of Churchill in The
Wilderness Years and Winston Churchill on
television.

Winnie will be a dramatic musical which
will blend film clips, slides, production
numbers, and music-hall songs, some
traditional and many new, into a compel-
ling drama on what it was like to be led by
Winston Churchill from 1940 to 1945.

On entering the foyer of the Theatre, the
audience will step back in time to the year
1945, at the Potsdam Light Opera House
in Germany. They will find themselves
witnessing the rehearsal of a musical
tribute to then-Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, who has been in this Berlin
suburb to negotiate with President
Truman and Marshal Stalin, but who is
temporarily absent in London, awaiting
the results of the general election.

The British and Americans have com-
mandeered the Opera House and its
orchestra, two touring theatrical troupes
from Britain (a predominantly left-wing
Shakespearean group and a predominantly
Tory variety troupe), and an American
Jazz Combo. To write the show and play
Churchill they have recruited a West End
performer of the genre of Noel Coward.

After the actors resolve their quarrelling,
the "play within a play" begins and the
Writer/Director emerges from his Chur-
chill role periodically to instruct the cast
and thus incidentally give the audience
some assistance on the context of the
historical events. We see Churchill

Winston Churchill's first meeting with
President Truman, at the White House,
16 July 1945, just before Potsdam.
presiding over the war effort during his
first 20 months in office. In bed, in the
bath, at the dining table and in his Cabinet
Office and the House of Commons, he
commands, cajoles, jokes, creates great
speeches and dictates memorable letters
and telegrams.

Act One takes us through the Battle of
Britain and the successful resistance to the
Nazi Blitzkrieg against British cities. Act
Two begins within his sending troops on a
suicidal mission to Greece to convince
President Roosevelt's personal envoy,
Harry Hopkins, that British troops can
take the offensive. Military reverses and
losses on the Atlantic make him vul-
nerable in the House of Commons and we
see him at his lowest moment. But on a
visit to Harrow, he regains his confidence
and, much moved by the boys singing of
"The Giants of Old," he asserts that their
motto must always be "Never Give In.
Never. Never. Never . . ."

After Pearl Harbour he telephones
Franklin Roosevelt to declare that he will
make war on Japan because he now
knows that "deliverance has come, for
together with America . . . we cannot, in
the end, fail."

Three years later, while giving a victory

speech about the British people having the
lion's heart and his privilege to give the
roar, one of the actors interrupts the "play
within a play" to shout at Churchill,
"You've lost the election." The great man
has become the Writer/Director again and
all are stunned by the unexpected election
results. Both Shakespearean and variety
troupes are moved by the greatness of the
man they have helped to portray. The en-
tire cast joins to perform a musical finale
for a show that will now never take place.
Churchill will not be returning to
Potsdam.

The guiding spirit behind this produc-
tion is Robin Hardy. Mr. Hardy has exten-
sive experience in television and motion
pictures. He made the motion picture, The
Wicker Man, based on his own novel. His
latest novel, The Education of Don Juan,
was a Book-of-the-Month Club selection
and is shortly to become a television
series. Winnie is his first play with music.

Mr. Hardy stresses that this is not a
musical play: "People hear that word
'musical' and envision a dandied-up
Winston, singing and dancing about the
stage. Well, of course, he never does. Just
once, in his tub, we have him singing a
snatch of Gilbert and Sullivan."

How will British, American and Cana-
dian theatregoers react to this new rendi-
tion of the Churchill story? "I ask myself
the same thing," says Mr. Hardy. "Why,
when everyone has tip-toed around the
monument, has no-one ever told this
hugely great chapter of his life? The Tory
establishment never liked Churchill. He
crossed the floor twice and was actually an
old-fashioned Whig at heart. Some people
say he was a dreadful old warmonger: But
his memory today is fresher in Britain than
Roosevelt's is in America. This is not a
paean of undiluted praise; the play shows
Churchill in all his moods of anger and ar-
rogance. But one has to establish that, like
him or not — and many didn't — his
greatness is indisputable."

Start-up financing of the production has
now been completed and public shares in
it are being offered through a public stock
company appropriately called Marl-
borough Productions. •
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COMING SOON

"WINNIE"
A MUSICAL

TRIBUTE TO
SIR WINSTON
CHURCHILL

BY ROBIN HARDY

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT

MARLBOROUGH PRODUCTIONS
Vancouver, B.C.
Toronto, Ont.
New York, N.Y.
Beverly Hills, Ca.
London, Eng.

- J. Newton (604) 789-2792
- I. Rotterman (416) 535-2293

- R. Hardy (212) 860-8439
- L. MacConnell (213) 556-2824

- M. Blaber (44-1) 638-9545

• •



Ghurchill and the Baltic
Tart I: 1918-1931

'<cVery lively and Truculent"
BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

The strategic Baltic, from a 1938 Latvian tourism brochure

MY GRANDFATHER sailed into Riga in the intoxicating
spring of the Latvian Republic to look up distant
relatives, trying to track the Latvian branch of his
heritage. He told me of it 30 years later: an "eastern
Paris," filled with parks and wide streets, fashionable
shops and peasant markets, dignified buildings and
handsome people; a bustling harbor that handled
more timber than any other port in Europe. He
remembered the confidence and hope, the ex-
huberance and patriotism, the burgeoning realization
that after 700 years Latvians were masters of their
land. They could not know that their freedom would
be measured by scarcely a generation.

In 1940, as France fell under the Nazi blitz and
Britain's attention was focused on avoiding
catastrophe, Stalin's Red Army marched into Latvia
and the other Baltic States, Estonia and Lithuania.
Following "elections" of a one-party slate, the three

small border nations "applied for admission" to the
Soviet Union, which was graciously granted.

Hitler marched into the Baltic in June 1941, and a
strange twilight ensued, during which Baits had the
temerity to hope for national reemergence. As the
Soviets swept west in 1944-45, most of them fought
with the Germans, maintaining a stubborn front
against half a million Red soldiers hurled vainly
against them, until the final ceasefire on 8 May 1945.

Since then the Soviets have conducted genocide
against the native share of Latvia's population, re-
ducing it from 83% in 1940 to 53.7% today1: first by a
holocaust which in relative terms puts Hitler's in the
pale; later by vast non-native immigration. And the
process continues. The USSR has no intention of
going back to 1920, when Lenin recognized the small
republics, vowing to respect their independence
"forever."2

8



"Here we stir the embers of the past
and light the beacons of the future.

Old Flags are raised anew;
the passions of vanished generations awake;

beneath the shell-torn soil of the twentieth century
the bones of long dead warriors and victims are exposed.

And the wail of lost causes sounds in the Wind."
W.S.C., THE AFTERMATH, 1929

Winston S. Churchill played a varied and crucial
role in the bittersweet Baltic story. Ostensibly, after
World War I, he was opposed to small national
movements among the peoples of Europe. "What was
needed," he wrote, "was federation and larger group-
ings."3 But a far more important objective, in his
view, was to rid the world of Lenin, and he easily
warmed to what he called "the foul baboonery of
Bolshevism."4 On 31 December 1918, Churchill
urged Allied intervention upon the Imperial War
Cabinet: "Bolshevism in Russia represents a mere
fraction of the population, and would be exposed and
swept away by a general election held under Allied
auspices."5

The Prime Minister, David Lloyd George, viewed
Churchill's antipathies with a jaundiced eye.
Winston, Lloyd George wrote, "had no doubt

a genuine distaste for Communism. He was
horrified, as we all were, at the savage murder of
the Czar, the Czarina and their helpless children.
His ducal blood revolted against the wholesale
elimination of Grand Dukes in Russia. [I believed]
that under the impulse of this brilliant Minister,
we were gradually being drawn into war with
Russia."6

Yet Great Britain had been the first nation to take a
practical interest in the independence struggle of the
Baltic peoples, which began in the wake of the Rus-
sian collapse and revolution of 1917. British
statesmen had realized that Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania had advanced sufficiently to form independ-
ent nations, controlling their own destinies.7 All
three Baltic States had declared independence by the
end of 1918.

At the same time, if the Bolsheviks were to be over-
thrown, Britain looked to a Russian republic with its
prewar boundaries intact. Foreign secretary Lord
Balfour thus took a middle course, extending defacto,
but not dejure, recognition to Estonia on 3 May 1918,
and to Latvia on Armistice Day, 11 November.8

Independence and recognition were not, however,
won without bloodshed, nor without Allied military
intervention. Churchill, writing later, gave a sym-
pathetic view toward the struggles of the small coun-
tries. "Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania

found themselves in a peculiarly unhappy posi-
tion. They were close neighbours on the East to
Petrograd and Kronstadt, the nurseries of
Bolshevism; on the West to the birthplace and
stamping-ground of those Prussian landowners
who had proved themselves to be the most rigid
element in the German system and one of the
most formidable. During the winter of 1918 and
the early summer of 1919 the Baltic States were
subjected alternately to the rigours of Prussian

and Bolshevik domination . . . In these circum-
stances it is not surprising that the independ-
ence of Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania existed
for the time being only in the aspirations of their
inhabitants and the sympathies of allied and
associated Powers."9

In order to support the three republics, or at least
keep them out of Lenin's bloody grasp, the Allies used
German troops as a surrogate army. Under the terms
of the Armistice, the Germans were to withdraw
gradually, leaving the republics to set up their govern-
ments. Britain also lent sea power through operation
"Red Trek," a naval squadron under Rear-Admiral
Alexander Sinclair. In December 1918, Sinclair
sallied into Estonian and Latvian ports, sending in
troops and supplies, and promising to attack the
Bolsheviks "as far as my guns can reach."8 Latvian
prime minister Karlis Ulmanis, a patriot returned
from exile (he had studied agriculture in the United
States), sent the first of many appeals for support to
London on 3 December.10

For much of 1919 this strange alliance of cir-
cumstance continued, the British with the Germans,
aligned with native Baits against the Russians. As the
latter retreated, the surrogate German armies turned
on the Baits, hoping to establish regional supremacy
for the German-Bait barons who had largely run these
countries in Czarist days. This resulted in the only
British-German military engagement after Armistice
Day. On 20 October, for example, German fire killed
and wounded 13 sailors aboard the British cruiser
Dragon at Riga.11

Throughout 1919 Churchill, as Secretary of State
for War, was torn between his own impulse to throttle
Bolshevism and an almost unanimous view to the
contrary by his fellow cabinet ministers. Lloyd George
and the rest highly doubted that the White Russians,
under Denikin and Kolchak, could successfully oust
Lenin; Churchill argued for heightened financial and
material support. Seizing every anti-Bolshevik cause
to support his view, he took the position of all-out aid
to the larval Baltic states, speaking forcefully for their
national freedom:

The Estonians, to some extent supplied with
British arms, have made a very stout fight and
have really shown the weakness of the Bolshe-
vists for quite small forces have driven them
back.12

When our pacifists or Bolshevist featherheads
in this country raise their shrill voices in hys-
terical glee at every Bolshevist victory, let them
remember that but for the armies of Koltchak
and Denikin the whole weight of Bolshevist



aggression would be thrust upon these small
states.13

These small States have stood. They are intact
today. They have maintained their existence
precariously. Quivering and shaking, but still
standing, they have held back not only the
Bolshevik armies but the more devastating
Bolshevik propaganda which, applied to people
in the depths of misery, just recovering from
the convulsions of the War, without any of the
resources of a civilised State, offers every
temptation to internal disorder and anarchy.14

Lord Curzon, one of Churchill's few supporters,
argued in August 1919 that the Baits "were too small
and too near Russia and Germany to maintain
themselves, and it was desirable therefore that they
should have some sort of protection." But G.N.
Barnes, a Labour minister-without-portfolio, replied
"with his usual shrewdness and common sense"
(Lloyd George15) that Britain "had fully discharged
her obligations to these peoples, we were always back-
ing the wrong horse. The real governing force in
Russia was the Soviet Government"16

Curzon became foreign minister on 23 October
1919, a relief to Churchill, whose letters were strong
and persuasive. "To what extent do you consider
yourself responsible for the policy we are pursuing in
the Baltic States?," he wrote Curzon on 10
September. "Secondly, can you give me any idea
what that policy is? . . . Are you going to do anything
to prevent the Esthonians making peace with the
Bolsheviks?"16 Twelve days later Churchill added, "I
cannot see why we shd refuse to give any
countenance to the claims of these states to a measure
of independence, so long as we do not have to
guarantee their defence."17

German General Count von der Goltz, commanding
the surrogate division who fought with and then
against the Baltic national forces, was forced by the
British to disband his army and return to Germany
this same month. But the struggle for independence
continued against the Red Army. Except in Estonia,
where they fought with their backs to the sea and
relatively untroubled by the Germans, it was a bitter
and costly war, one the infant Baltic republics were
hardpressed to weather. Appeals from their heads of
state were frequent and heart-rending. When Karlis
Ulmanis of Latvia addressed yet another of these to
Lloyd George it was sent to Churchill for routine
review. It occasioned perhaps the most heated debate
ever between Winston and his longtime Liberal col-
league.

ABOVE RIGHT: Churchill in August 1919, on a visit of the Army
Council to the Rhine, with Field Marshal Sir William Robertson.
A good impression of the then-War Secretary who harangued his
colleagues about Russia, RIGHT: Karlis Ulmanis, first prime minister
of Latvia, served his nation through 1940 when he was deported
by the Soviets. Contrary to his biography in the Churchill Com-
panion Volumes, he died in exile in 1942. He had been arrested by
the invading Russians in June 1-940; they forced him to resign and
to call for new elections at which only Communists could stand.
Deported to Russia, he died at sea, on the Caspian.
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"I would advise the following reply to the Prime
Minister of Latvia," Churchill wrote the PM on 22
September . . .

I assure Your Excellency that the freedom,
safety and well-being of Latvia is a matter of
earnest concern to His Majesty's Government in
conjunction with the other Great Powers. The
influence of His Majesty's Government will be
consistently used to secure each of these states
full and free development under an auto-
nomous constitution in accordance with the
wishes of their people . . .

With regard to the Bolshevik danger which
Latvia has hitherto so manfully withstood, HMG
advise, and so far as they have a right to do so,
urge, that concerted action should be taken
between the Baltic States to maintain their
security against this danger.18

Lloyd George viewed such a statement as the height
of folly: "You want their independence recognised in
return for [their undertaking to] attack the
Bolsheviks. That would not satisfy them in the least."
What they wanted, the PM went on, was complete in-
dependence, plus British equipment and money.

Are you prepared to comply with these two
requests? There is no other member of the
Cabinet who would. Whether the Bolsheviks or
the anti-Bolsheviks get the upper hand, they
would not recognise the independence of these
States as it would involve the permanent exclu-
sion of Russia from the Baltic. Would you be
prepared to make war with an Anti-Bolshevik
regime? . . . do you wish this country to
maintain armies in the field of Estonians,

Churchill in 1922 (Eleanor Newfield Collection)

Latvians and Lithuanians to invade Russia?
Unless you do it is idle to hurl vague reproaches
at your colleagues.

You won't find another responsible person in
the whole land who will take your view, why
waste your energy and your usefulness in this
vain fretting? I think I have given you tangible
proof that I wish you well. It is for that reason
that I write frankly to you."19

One can understand how it was so easy for the
Black Dog of depression to occupy Winston
Churchill's mind. "I find the suggestions of yr letter
vy unkind & I think also unjust," he replied with ob-
vious sadness. He had but tried, he continued,

to impress upon you the realisation I have of the
intense and horrible situation in Russia & of its
profound influence upon all our affairs. I may
get rid of my 'obsession' or you may get rid of
me; but you will not get rid of Russia . . . the
whole anti-Bolshevik front in the Baltic States
is treated as if it were a matter of indifference
to Britain.20

Doggedly, fighting with outmoded weapons, out-
numbered by as much as ten to one, the determined
Baits fought on. Slowly, after Britain sent the worri-
some Germans home, they began to clear their native
lands. Russia was too weak, still too divided inter-
nally, and too occupied with more urgent matters to
press its actions. And did not Lenin himself say the
rights of national minorities would be a benchmark
for Bolshevik Russia? Apparently he meant it, at least
on paper: by the Spring of 1920 peace treaties had
been signed between Moscow and all three Baltic
republics by which the USSR "voluntarily and for
eternal times" renounced "all sovereign rights over
the people and territory" of Lithuania, Latvia and
Estonia.21

"To anyone who had seen the Latvian people at
war, their gentle tolerance in peace was perplexing,"
wrote Baltic historian John Roche.22 "By the brutally
intolerant standards so common in the world today,
one would expect the Latvians to have deported all
the Baltic Germans, levied discriminatory taxes on
the Jews . . . Instead they pronounced amnesty for
those who had fought against them [and allowed]
minorities full citizenship and free education." There
was strict sexual equality — by allowing women to
vote during the momentary Russian elections in
1905, Latvia had become the first district in Europe
with female suffrage.

Slowly, the small businesses recovered, and some
grew into industries. Textiles, metals and machinery
were produced; the famous Minox camera was in-
vented in Riga. As ever, the Baits remained great
readers and seekers of knowledge. In books pub-
lished per capita, the Baltic States ranked among the
top five countries in Europe; in college enrollments
they were in the top four. National operas were held
by many to be the best of their kind; the annual Song
Festivals were colossal expressions of national senti-
ment. "They work and play happily," said Janis
Cakste, first president of Latvia. "For them every day
is Sunday — now."

But Sundays never last. And, as the 1930s dawned
and with them a new, virile form of German
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militarism, the few far-seeing European statesmen
looked with doubt on the future of the Baltic
republics.

Churchill's immediate impulse after Baltic in-
dependence was established de jure was their com-
mon defense. His prescription was typical of his
career as a whole: amalgamate, ally, stand together
for the mutual safety; do not go it alone. One may
wish the Baits had listened to, or even heard, that
lonely voice from the wilderness, from a man with
much to offer, yet no audience to hear.

Arguably his old friend Sir Henry Wilson put the
idea to Churchill in September 1919, at the height of
the controversy over British aid to the Baltic: "I would
have liked to see some effort made, if such a thing
were possible, to combine the Baltic States, including
Finland and Poland, in an effort to keep the
Bolsheviks out of their territories."23 Two months
later Churchill in a cabinet memo pointed to "the
dubious value of any title deeds obtained at this stage
from the Bolsheviks," and suggested

an autonomous federal State comprising
Esthonia, Latvia, Lithuania, within the limits of
a reconstituted Russia. The agreement, if
reached, should be under the safe-guard of the
League of Nations. Although this solution is not
all the Baltic States desire, where else are they
going to get so good a title deed?24

Before World War II the facade of the Latvian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Riga contained an in-
scription in Latin: Concordia res parvae crescunt,
discordia magnae concidant.25 An old but still true
counsel by Sallust: united they stand, divided they
fall. Churchill used it well and often during the great
war to come.

But geography, politics, culture and development
prevented Sallust's or Churchill's advice from being
taken. Baltic security, if it existed at all, depended on
stalemate and stand-off between the two giant
neighbors, Germany and Russia. "But Baltic percep-
tions of their relations with these neighbors differed
widely," wrote Professor Edgar Anderson:

A sympathetic British observer noted that
Baltic attitudes had a certain "lives of the
haunted" quality, making it difficult for the
Baits to decide whether they feared most the
provocative solicitude of the Soviet Union, the
clumsy directness of a potentially aggressive
Germany, or the devouring overtures of
Poland.26

Though several conferences were held between
Finland, Poland and the Baltic republics, no federa-
tion was ever seriously discussed, and worse, no
military cooperation. Aside from cultural differences
there were politics: Poland had taken the ancient
Lithuanian capital of Vilnius and surrounding ter-
ritory when it won independence following the Great
War; the Lithuanians had never forgiven the Poles;
the Estonians and Latvians avoided close alliance
with Poland for fear of antagonizing Lithuania.
Finland, across its gulf, was geographically isolated.
Finland, too, had signed a treaty of peace and security
with Russia . . .

Would Russia one day seek to reclaim the conquests
of Peter the Great, regaining her ice-free Baltic
coastline, which the Czars had dominated for 200
years? In the early 1930s, the small republics could.

only hope that the Soviet treaties would hold, or that
Germany would insist on Baltic integrity for her own
security interests.

Others were less optimistic, and among these — in-
evitably — was a Cassandra named Winston Chur-
chill. In 1931 he spoke of the upcoming Disarmament
Conference in Geneva which — much as today — had

ABOVE: PR it may have been, but this Latvian ar
what the Baits had accomplished, BELOW LEFT

Tallinn, June 1938. BELOW RIGHT: Part of Riga's ;
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