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A DISAPPOINTMENT
We went into the mails last September with 30,000 recruitment

packages, including recommendations by Senator Bob Packwood and
Dr. William Manchester — an impressive mailer which I was certain
would achieve the 1 % response needed to consider it a success.

We failed badly. Whether we used the wrong lists, or stressed World
War II nostalgia rather than Sir Winston's enduring relevance, we had
only a 0.2% response, took in US$4000 against $16,000 spent. Had our
own members not raised nearly $22,000 for this campaign and the
Churchill Literary Foundation, we would have had to meet our bills by
curtailing Finest Hour and our other projects.

The gamble was lost: a colossal disappointment to me personally,
and for weeks we were all in shock. But we have recovered and will live
to fight again..All our plans continue to move forward, and you will read
of many exciting developments in our next issue.

ELECTION WOES
It was my fault that, while the nominations on page 6 last issue gave a

10 March voting deadline, the ballot enclosed stated 10 February. Great
confusion and a handful of angry letters resulted. Accordingly I sent
each Branch office a new ballot, a set of address labels and a letter of ex-
planation, to distribute if in their judgment a new vote was advisable.

Whatever the situation in your area, please be assured that your vote
will be counted even if you send it now. Final results will be announced
next issue, and the old Board has formed a "caretaker government" in
the best Winstonian tradition. My apologies. RML

"THEIR FINEST HOUR: CHURCHILL AT NUMBER TEN, JUNE 1 9 4 0 "
BY ANDREW TURNER FOR THE HISTORY IN PORCELAIN CO.
SOLD TO BENEFIT WOUNDED VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II

24 OF THE LIMITED EDITION OF 375 EXAMPLES
RESERVED FOR ICS MEMBERS ONLY

AT A SAVING OF £ 50 (US$80)
THROUGH 31 DECEMBER 1987

A classic porcelain shows WSC in his best-known stance at Ten
Downing Street, holding Homburg and cane, his gold Albert hanging
from his waistcoat. Turner's meticulous art correctly represents even
the damaged bootscraper (kicked by a horse in 1926). Each 11 y2 -inch-
high figure requires 245 hours to hand-paint and finish by a team of
former Royal Worcester artisans.

In a world of inaccurate and sometimes even degrading images of Sir
Winston, Turner's work is certified authentic by The Lady Soames,
The Lord Home, Sir John Colville and a member of the household staff,
Lily Friend. Certificates of accuracy, signed by these authenticators,
are sent to each purchaser.

The work is produced to raise funds for the "Guinea Pigs" — severely
burnt British, American and Commonwealth aircrews from the
1939-45 war; and for aging members of the Armed Forces "who tend to
be forgotten in the publicity that abounds to assist Third World coun-
tries." In view of ICS' charitable status, 24 of the 375 examples are
reserved for members through 31 December at £50 ($80 US) below the
public price. A 50% deposit reserves yours. (Balance payable before 30
November, after which allow 8 weeks delivery.) Cheques payable ICS
may be sent to branch offices (above left):

UK
The Work (reg. £535 = $860) £485
Shipping (insured airpost*) £18
Polished hardwood plinthe (ppd.) £22

LISA Canada Australia
$785 $998 $1098

$40 $52 $56
$36 $48 $50

*UK shipment by hand messenger; free with lOmi of Sevenoaks



ERRATA & ADDENDA: FH 54
Page 5: In the last line on the page,

the name is Sir Laurence (not
"Lawrence") Olivier — the editor's
gaffe, not Mark's.

Page 14: We added up Ron Cohen's
figures for Colonial Malakands and
got 4106 copies, not 4112 as stated
in the penultimate line. Ron tells us he
is not sure where the missing six are
but the error may be in Longman's
records.

Page 15: In the third line of the left-
hand column, Churchill's earnings
should be £44-1-6, not $44-1-6 as
stated.

CHURCHILL MAYDAY?
LONDON. 17 FEBRUARY — A group of Con-
servative MPs launched a campaign
today to replace the traditional May
Day holiday with a May 10th bank
holiday commemorating Sir Winston
— the 10th being the date he became
Prime Minister in 1940.

"I find this remarkable," writes
member Tom Cawte of Arundel, Sus-
sex, "since no one tried harder or
more persistently than I to establish a
Churchill Day after his death. I wrote
two or three times to the then-PM, the
Leader of the Opposition and many
leading individuals in all walks of life.
In the end the Prime Minister's office
said the request would be considered
only if it became apparent that a suffi-
cient number of people in the country
desired it."

A leading daily newspaper took up
Mr. Cawte's cause, and another man
petitioned The Queen with a million
signatures. The effort came to naught
when it was decided that WSC "was
all things to all men, who would wish
to retain their own image of him in
their own minds." Perhaps broader
reasoning will prevail this time.

CURRENT EVENTS LESSON
"The temptation to tell a Chief in great
position the things he most likes to
hear is one of the commonest explana-
tions of mistaken policy." (WSC in
The World Crisis, quoted by Sir
James Grigg in Prejudice and Judg-
ment, 1948.)

SIR OMAR ALI SAIFUDDIN
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN. BRUNEI — S u l t a n
General Sir Muda Omar Ali Saifuddin,
who created a unique Churchill
Museum in this oil-rich kingdom on

the north coast of Borneo, died re-
cently aged 71. He served as Sultan of
Brunei from 1950 to 1967, when he
abdicated in favor of his eldest son, Sir
Muda Hassanal Bolkiah, the present
Sultan. Sir Omar, who was appointed
a KCMG, was a keen admirer of Sir
Winston Churchill, and had cor-
responded with ICS which had hoped
he might accept honorary member-
ship. His museum of Churchilliana,
featuring artistic dioramas based on
Sir Winston's life, opened in 1979.

From the collection of L.L. Thomas. Surrey,
UK, a whimsical wartime postcard by Agnes
Richardson, no. 529 in the "Winston Series,"
Photochrom Co., London & Tunbridge Wells.

DONALD M. FLEMING
TORONTO. DECEMBER 1986 — F o r m e r
cabinet minister Donald Fleming, a
distinguished member of this Society,
died in Toronto of a stroke, aged 81.
Born in Exeter, Western Ontario, he
was elected to the House of Commons
in 1945 and from 1957 to 1962 was
finance minister under Prime Minister
John Diefenbaker. In 1962-63 he was
justice minister and attorney-general
of Canada.

His friend Donald Eldon described
Mr. Fleming as Churchillian: "He
never gave up and was a very vigour-
ous person. He put in 90 hours a
week and felt this was not too much to
give to Canada."

Mr. Fleming leaves his wife Alice
and three children. Our own sadness,
though not as great as theirs, is deeply
felt.

HE WILL GO DOWN?
NEW YORK, OCTOBER 1986 — Interviewed
about his famous acquaintances, Lord
Rothschild has this to say about Chur-
chill: "Very formidable . . . he had
times when he was in a very bad mood
and then he was unbearable. Other
times he was an absolute delight in
every way. I remember once at Cam-
bridge, he had to speak at the Union or
something, and I invited him for a
drink. So he came round, drank a bot-
tle of Champagne, sang a popular
tune at the time called 'Run, Rabbit,
Run' in a very odd voice and then fell
asleep. He was quite eccentric and in-
terfering in everything, but I think
he'll most definitely go down as one of
the great leaders of this century."
(Glad to know that!)

DONALD FORBES, C.B.E.
LONDON. JANUARY IST — Congratulat ions
to Donald Forbes of Woodford, Essex,
who was made a Commander of the
British Empire in the New Year's
Honours list. A longtime member
of the Society, Donald served for many
years on Sir Winston's local com-
mittee.

GENTLEMANLY REJOINDER
STOCKBRIDGE, UK 1986 — Responding to
critiques of Verona, Italy in a London
paper, Hon. Member Sir John Colville
says,

"Many years ago my wife and I
engaged an Italian girl as a cook. She
could not cook and she arrived from
Italy pregnant, having heard that the
British welfare state provided free
maternity services.

"I told the Prime Minister of this un-
fortunate imbroglio, adding that the
girl's condition was due to a chance
meeting after dark in a street in
Verona.

" 'Not one of the Two Gentlemen, I
presume,' said Sir Winston."

TIME MARCHES ON
BATON ROUGE, LA.. 3 MARCH - D e r e k

Brownleader of our USA office has
sent the following, with the advice
that all ICS chapter and branch of-
ficers consider it: 68% of people have
no recollection of World War II . . .
94% cannot recollect World War I . . .
92% are too young to remember
when women couldn't vote . . . 74%
do not remember the Great Depres-
sion . . . 65% cannot remember life



before the Korean War . . . 53% are
not old enough to recall the first Sput-
nik . . . 32% are too young to
remember when man first landed on
the moon. And 42% are too young to
remember the death of Sir Winston
Churchill.

SAMPSON WOWS ROTARIANS
DALLAS, JANUARY 29TH — P a r k ROW
Church of Christ pastor David Samp-
son, director of the ICS North Texas
Chapter, presented an interesting pro-
gram on the Society to members of the
Downtown Rotary Club today, and
was euphoric over the response:
"A professional speaker can sense
when an audience is biding time until
the speech is over and when they are
really captivated and interested.
There is no doubt but that they were
really connecting with what I was say-
ing, and 200 membership applica-
tions were taken. A day later people
were coming up again, expressing
how interested they were in ICS and
the international meeting in Dallas
later this year." Thanks, David.

WAS IT THE ONE?
LONDON, FEBRUARY 9TH — A .455 Webley
Wilkinson revolver which may have
belonged to Lt. Winston Churchill was
to be auctioned this month at Phillips.
It was carried by another officer dur-
ing the Battle of Omdurman in 1898,
but it is said he borrowed it from WSC.
You pays your money and takes your
choice.

LOST FOR WORDS AT LAST
NOVEMBER. 198R - Television viewers in
Britain, America and the Common-
wealth were variously amazed and
amused to find Sir Winston on televi-
sion, in a 1955 screen test released
after 30 years by the BBC. The
original was made by the mother of
Humphrey Crum Ewing of Reading,
UK, a member of the TV unit of the
Conservative Central Office, who kept
a copy.

Mr. Crum Ewing said, "It was very
hush-hush at the time, because he
was considering how he was going to
announce his retirement.

"It is well known that all his
speeches were very well prepared . . .
But there was no autocue on the
cameras then and when it came to
reading a poem about ducks in St.
James's Park he had his head down
looking at the script. He looked as if
his eyes were shut. He was an old man
then. The techniques he had learned
were not suited to television."

Viewers did not see the poem recita-
tion, but they did see a nervous WSC
ad libbing in a three-minute sequence.

Churchillophiles have often said
that WSC would be quickly de-
molished by the modern media and
their agencies. For many of us, this ex-
cerpt proved how easy the job would
have been.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS Of THE

INTERNATIONAL
CHURCHILL SOCIETY

acknowledges with gratitude the membership of

to expire after the iuue o/'FINEST HOUR number

"Sever wa$ to much owed, by to many, to on* man."
-THE EARL MOUNTBATTEN OF BURMA. 1966

WE AIM TO PLEASE
FT. LEE, NEW JERSEY, FEBRUARY 2ND — W h e n
member Gerry Lechter complained of
inelegant lettering on his ICS
membership card, he did not count on
the fact that he and Derek Brown-
leader shared the same faith — or that
the editor would suggest Derek send
him one in Best Hebrew. Derek's rabbi
obliged and Gerry now has the card
shown. Derek asks us to observe that
this service functions only in extreme
cases of hardship.

HOW HE'D HAVE LOVED IT
LONDON. 23 DECEMBER 1899 — M r .

Churchill's servant has an interesting
story to tell of his master's bravery. He
writes: "The driver of the armoured
train says there is not a braver
gentleman in the Army. The driver
was one of the first wounded, and he
said to Mr. Winston: 'I am finished.' So
Mr. Winston said to him: 'Buck up a
bit, I will stick to you.' And he threw
off his revolver and field-glasses and
helped the driver pick 20 wounded up
and put them on the tender of the
engine. It is rumoured that both Mr.
Churchill and the engine-driver will
be recommended for the Victoria
Cross, which they appear to richly
deserve." - Black & White Magazine

WINSTON WEPT, SAYS WILSON
LONDON, OCTOBER 23RD — Lord [Harold]
Wilson's memoirs (Weidenfeld,
£14.95) state that when he resigned
from Attlee's Government in 1951,
the most concerned person was the
Leader of the Opposition.

Churchill, writes Wilson, "recalled
the times his wife Clemmie had suf-
fered as a result of his political deci-

sions. Would I, therefore, convey to
my wife Mary his personal 'sympathy
and understanding?' " Mary received
the message "with gratitude and
tears," and Wilson was told to send
her thanks to WSC.

"This was done, and immediately
tears flooded down Winston's face.
When I reached home I recounted the
interview. Whereupon she burst into
tears again!"

DEREK HONORED
BATON ROUGE, LA.. JANUARY 23RD — A U n i q u e
carved wood Churchill bust by French
Canadian artist Jean Baurbult has
been presented to Derek Brownleader
by the ICS Board of Directors. The
carving was donated to the Society for
whatever use it saw fit by Gerald Mc-
Cue of Massachusetts. Derek de-
lightedly added this apparent one-
off to his Churchilliana collection.

An inscription on the reverse reads,
"To Derek Brownleader, for his faith-
ful efforts on behalf of the Society as
USA Membership Secretary, with grat-
itude, from the Board of Directors."

THE BOSSOM LINE
VANCOUVER. BC, DECEMBER 7TH — A l f r e d
Bossom was a fellow architect when I
lived in Britain. He became a Tory
Member of Parliament and was taken
one day to meet Sir Winston. "May I
have your name again?", asked Chur-
chill.

"Bossom — Alfred Bossom."
"Spell it."
"B-O-S-S-O-M, Bossom."
"Hmm! Neither one thing nor the

other!"
Incidentally, I am a charter member

of the Churchill Society of Vancouver,
which gives me 'the pleasure of
reading Finest Hour.

— Warnett Kennedy
Mr. Kennedy's remarks correct the
slightly erroneous rendition of this
amusing incident given by Lord
Mountbatten in his 1966 speech to
the Churchill Society of Edmonton.

- Ed.

ALL THE SAME IN MALDIVE
"The collective Maldive word for any
image in human form was 'buddu,'
whether it represented Buddha, the
Virgin Mary, Popeye, or Churchill."

- Thor Heyerdahl,
The Maldive Mystery

SPECIFICATIONS
WSC was about 5'6" tall, weighed
13/13.5 stone, 182-189 pounds.
— A.N. Rodway's "Churchill Facts"



Bill Truax at his stand-up desk, an approxima-
tion of WSC's which he had commissioned.

ICS CHAPTER HEADS:
BILL TRUAX - NORTHERN OHIO

Public speaking has long been a
vocation/avocation with Bill Truax,
who recently addressed a suburban
Cleveland Women's Club on his
favorite subject: Winston Churchill.

How does a 40-year-old become in-
terested in a man he barely re-
members from books on history — a
subject he considered something to be
avoided?

Bill's interest began with his pursuit
of his public speaking career, when he
read James Humes' Churchill:
Speaker of the Century, and later
met Humes in Philadelphia. Utterly
hooked, Bill has since built a large
Churchill library, attended the Chur-
chill Symposium last year at Fulton,
Missouri, and is now organizing our
chapter in Cleveland.

"The more I have read of WSC, the
more I marvel at the mistakes nations
continue to make today," Bill says. He
now understands Churchill's words to
Humes: "Study history, study history.
In history lie all the secrets of
statecraft."

To Bill Truax it seems that the
lessons of the 1930s have been forgot-
ten. Churchill saw the cause and effect
in everything — and addressed it
squarely. Bill points to Churchill's
straightforward plans of action: "Ap-
peasement policies toward aggressor
nations are an absurdity, yet these
policies are espoused routinely by
many today. They have not studied
history."

Truax's presentation sets the stage
for WSC's prime ministership by ex-
plaining the events that led to war in
September 1939 - and Churchill's

life from 1874 until 10 May 1940,
when he assumed office. The 1940-65
period follows naturally.

The reception at the Women's Club
was heartwarming, though Bill
scarcely referred to his 43 pages of
notes with his knowledge of the facts.
Heads bobbed in agreement as he
spoke, and a teacher even asked him
to speak to her high school honors
class. Many were disappointed to
learn that he was not a teacher.

Bill lives near Cleveland with his
wife and two sons. He is president of
Trufield Enterprises Inc., a sales and
sales management consulting firm,
and teaches corporate sales and
management seminars and oral com-
munications workshops for corporate
clients, as well as the Weatherhead
School of Management at Case
Western Reserve University. His
many WSC stories and anecdotes help
to instruct and to reinforce concepts
and ideas, as well as to entertain.

Ohio members of the Society will be
hearing from Bill shortly. If you can
help our efforts there, please contact
him now: 25 Easton Lane, Chagrin
Falls, Ohio 44022, telephone (216)
248-6242.

— Sue Ellen Truax

Molotov (L) confers with Stalin at Yalta; in
the background, Andrei Vishinsky.

V. Molotov 1890-1986
"Vyacheslau Molotov was a man of

outstanding ability and cold-blooded
ruthlessness . . . His cannon-ball
head, black moustache, and com-
prehending eyes, his slab face, his
verbal adroitness and imperturbable
demeanour, were appropriate mani-
festations of his qualities and skill
. . . I have never seen a human being
who more perfectly represented the
modern concept of a robot."
- WSC, The Gathering Storm, p288

Moscow, 8 November 1986 — "Sup-
pose that the July 1944 bomb plot had
killed Adolf Hitler, which it surely
would have done if Count von Stauf-
fenberg had set his satchel a foot away
from that concrete pillar," writes
Eugene H. Methvin. "Hitler's suc-

cessors swiftly round up and execute
the plotters, and then sue for peace,
retaining control of much of Central
Europe, with Scandinavia and the
Low Countries remaining in National
Socialist Germany's orbit. Today, no
doubt, the President of the United
States would drink toasts at Summit
conferences with aging Nazis.

"By now some scholar surely would
have dug out and published an ac-
count of the murder of nearly six
million Jews during the Hitler era. But
there would be many scoffers. Our
scholar would be challenged by
reviewers who, after all, realize we
must negotiate with this aging
totalitarian regirne, since it boasts
nuclear-tipped ICBMs aimed right at
Greenwich Village."

So help us, Mr. Methvin did not read
the editorial last issue . . .

Lenin called him "the best filing
clerk in Russia"; Trotsky dismissed
him as "mediocrity incarnate." Yet for
33 years the implacable Molotov sur-
vived the shifting winds near the top
of the Soviet state. As a revolutionary
he gave his name to a famous, non-
alcoholic cocktail. As Premier in
1930-33, he faithfully directed the col-
lectivization campaign and with it the
greatest genocide of this century: a
role that rated just six lines among the
62 column inches devoted to his
obituary in The Washington Post.

Molotov (his real name was Scriabin
— the pseudonym was from "molot,"
Russian for "hammer") survived
Stalin but was ousted from ruling
circles by Khruschev in 1957 and ex-
pelled from the Party in 1962, his
name scrubbed from the history
books.

"Havoc and ruin had been around
him all his days," Churchill wrote.
"Certainly in Molotov the Soviet
machine had found a capable and in
many ways a characteristic represen-
tative . . . In the conduct of foreign af-
fairs, Mazarin, Talleyrand, Metternich
would welcome him to their company,
if there be another world to which
Bolsheviks allow themselves to go."

Yet Molotov lived on . . . and on. He
was never formally disgraced, and in
1984 was reinstated as a party mem-
ber by Konstantin Chernenko. Just
before his death he was quoted by a
Moscow English-language weekly: "I
am inspired by the changes currently
taking place [under Gorbachev]."

And so one thinks of Methvin's
poser, and wonders what Nazi
counterpart of Molotov we would
shake hands with today in the spirit of
detente, had Count von Stauffenberg
been a better judge of distance.

- Editor



The Reves Collection:
Another Reason to Come to Dallas

Churchill Society International Convention, Oct 30th — Nov 1st
LAST ISSUE we informed readers
about the elegant Adolphus Hotel, HQ
for the Churchill Society's Interna-
tional Annual General Meeting on 31
October/1 November. Now, more
about the replica of the Villa La Pausa,
which we will visit at the Dallas
Museum of Art.

La Pausa is located on several acres
in Roquebrune, Cap Martin, overlook-
ing Monaco and the sea. It was built in
1928-30 for Coco Chanel by the Duke
of Westminster, a cousin of King
George V.

When Emery and Wendy Reves first
saw the villa in 1953, its walls were
crumbling and the grounds were ne-
glected, but they recognized its
classic proportions and fine construc-
tion. After a 15-month restoration it
became a showplace.

The Hungarian-born Reves estab-
lished a Paris press service which ap-
peared in 60 countries via 400
newspapers and, through Cooperation
Press, published articles by such
figures as Leon Blum, Paul Reynaud,
Anthony Eden, Austen Chamberlain
and Winston Churchill. Cooperation
Press was a leading opponent of Nazi
propaganda, and was routinely de-
nounced by Hitler. After the Fall of
France, Reves escaped to England
and, under the auspices of Churchill,
Attlee and Eden, became a British
subject. From 1941 to 1949 he lived in
New York, where he wrote the highly
successful Anatomy of Peace, and
secured the foreign language rights to
Sir Winston's war memoirs as well as
A History of the English-Speaking
Peoples.

Wendy Russell Reves, a Texas
native, was a fashion model when she
met Reves in 1945. Among their
guests at La Pausa in the 1950s were
Charles de Gaulle, Konrad Adenauer,
Paul Reynaud, Andre Malraux, Noel
Coward, Aristotle Onassis and Greta
Garbo. Sir Winston was a regular
guest each year from 1955 through
the early 1960s, and a significant por-
tion of English-Speaking Peoples was
edited at the villa. The Reves' mutual
interest in art led to the accumulation
of the varied collections which have
been given to the Dallas Museum of
Art. Notable are works of Impres-
sionist and Post-Impressionist
masters, and a large collection of
decorative arts.

The recreation of La Pausa com-

prises over two-thirds of the
museum's Decorative Arts Wing. In-
cluded are the villa's great hall, entry
hall, library, salon, dining room and a
bedroom. Your admission is covered
through your registration fee (see
below).
Left: Sir Winston Churchill in the library at Villa La
Pausa, Roquebrune, Cap Martin, France, working
on the proofs of History of the English-Speaking
Peoples, photograph by Emery Reves, courtesy of
the Dallas Museum of Art. The library is part of the
recreation of La Pausa which ICS members will
tour as part of their registration, which costs only
$129 and includes two fine banquets, featuring
southwestern American cuisine Friday the 30th, and
courses from Britain, Canada, New Zealand, Aus-
tralia and the United States on Saturday the 31st.

A Grand Hotel
with a fabled

past and a
resplendent
present, the

Adolphus
offers magni-
ficent rooms
at only $95
(rcg $200).

THE WEEKEND'S COST:
ONLY $129!

Everything — repeat everything —
at the 21/2-day convention costs ICS
members only US$129, £80, or $175
Canadian/ Australian.

This fee includes two outstanding
banquet dinners, with wine: south-
western American cuisine Friday; en-
trees from the five great democracies
(including Beef Wellington) Saturday,
followed by post-dinner Champagne;
entry to the Reves Collection; all
speaker travel and expenses; floral ar-
rangements; musical entertainment;
hotel exhibits; meeting rooms. There
are no other costs.

You may send a 50% deposit
through July 31st or the full amount
now (US currency please), payable to
ICS North Texas Chapter, c/o Naomi
Gottlieb, 7715 Northaven Rd., Dallas,
Texas 75230 USA.

Do it today. You will be sorry if you
miss this memorable weekend!

Plan Now for Dallas
SPECIAL HOTEL DISCOUNTS

All International Churchill Society
members are entitled to a rate of only
$95 per night for the six nights from
Wednesday 28 October through Mon-
day 2 November. (To attend the con-
vention you should definitely book
your room for Friday and Saturday,
30/31 October.)

This price is per-room. There is no
extra charge for doubles, and the rate
is almost one-third that of the regular
rate.

Please Reserve Now! Telephone
toll-free: (800) 221-9083 from
anywhere in the US except Texas (in
Texas ring 800-441-0574). Tell the
reservation agent that you are reserv-
ing for the ICS meeting. Do it now!
You may always cancel later.

AMERICAN AIRLINES
DISCOUNTS

If you fly via American Airlines from
any point, you qualify for special ICS
discounts: 35% off regular coach fare
from anywhere in the world, 5% off
Super Saver fares.

If we make 50 reservations, Ameri-
can Airlines will give us one free
round trip ticket from anywhere in the
world. This will allow us Io fly guest of
honor Grace Hamblin from England at
no cost to ICS.

Please fly American Airlines!
Telephone toll free (800) 433-1790
anytime from 7 AM to midnight seven
days a week. When the agent answers,
ask for "Star #S52963." This will
alert the agent to the special fares,
recording yours as ICS.



Opinion: Two Prophets
Crying in the Wilderness

Is Enoch Powell Today's Winston Churchill?

A REVIEW BY H. ASHLEY REDBURN

"OF THE MAKING of many books there is no end," but the spate
of books on Churchill is no burden when they are as
thoughtful and simulating as this one. * We are taken along
at a breathless gallop, but there is nothing superficial or
trivial. There are a few minor errors: the Commander of the
British forces in the Boer War in 1899 was not Gen. Redvers
but Gen. Sir Redvers Buller; the armoured train ambushed
at Chievely was not attempting to relieve Ladysmith (pl5).
And the book cries for an index.

The author's aims are admirably realised: To outline the
lives of two patriots, to strip away the myths which distort
accepted views and so to enable them to be seen as they
truly are, to prove they are greater than many admit or
realise, and to document their faith in British nationhood.

Mr. Pedraza avers that he is not presenting Churchill and
Powell as equals, or men of equal influence, so his study is
valid. When he refers to them both as Great Commoners,
one naturally thinks of Pitt the Elder as the most suitable
comparison with Churchill.

Pitt, Churchill and Powell had as their constitutional
bedrock the sovereign power of the Crown in Parliament.
Each failed to realise that the British Empire of his day no
longer existed as he thought of it and required fundamental
organic reconstruction — whether the keystone was
America in the First or India in the Second Empire. It is
strange that Churchill never applied the historical truism
that all empires decline and fall, nor perceived that by the
time of Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee the British Em-
pire was well into decline.

The supreme irony for the two 20th Century imperialists
— as for their country and the world — was that the United
Nations was from its inception an anachronism: Never has
history recorded such a proliferation of nation-states deter-
mined on extreme nationalism as we have seen since 1945.

Perhaps Churchill was not simply stung to utter his de-
fiant "I have not become the King's First Minister to preside
over the liquidation of the British Empire" by his perception
(unexpressed publicly) that the aim of the USA and
Roosevelt was to destroy colonialism and the British Em-
pire. It is possible he was right to persist in the delusion of
Empire as a better hope than the UN for those within the
Empire — and for the world in general. Certainly there is as
yet no counterbalance to the two great powers in a most
dangerous world. The Commonwealth is a chimera, useless
as an entity, and as divided and feeble as the UN.

Britain must have dominion or she has nothing. Without

'WINSTON CHURCHILL, ENOCH POWELL AND THE NA-
TION, by Howard Pedraza. London: The Cleveland Press
Ltd., 1986, 184pp in card wrappers, £4.95; in North
America $12 from Churchillbooks, Burrage Rd, Con-
toocook NH 03229.

the Empire she becomes once more an offshore island adja-
cent to but apart from Europe. Pedraza makes clear why
Churchill could advocate European unity yet without
British participation. He contrasts this succinctly with
Powell's ceaseless campaign against British membership in
the European Economic Community — the same dilemma,
faced once more.

Under Churchill, it was the possibility of conquest which
threatened national sovereignty. Today, as Powell sees it,
the threat is action by a minority of the people, ill-advised
and ill-informed. By joining the EEC Britain is no longer
sovereign, and no longer controls her own laws or her
destiny.

Since, by definition, a nation is a distinct race or people
characterised by common descent, language or history, can
we truly speak of the English or British as a nation today? Is
the "nation" of Powell the same as that of Churchill — not
simply in 1900, but in 1945? (Is America today the nation it
was in 1783?) Did "Civis Britannicus sum" ever have the
same connotation as "Civis Romanus sum," and what, if
anything, does it mean now?

Neither Enoch Powell nor his biographer go into this in-
triguing yet fundamental question. It is a mistake for
politicans to talk to the British people as if they were well-
educated, reasoning and reasonable — and most politicians
avoid doing so. (To be fair, they do not make that mistake
when addressing one another.)

When Powell made a speech on immigration, saying, "I
see the River Tiber foaming with much blood," he not
merely ignored the fatal ignorance of his people. He also
neglected to consider the malignant effect of journalism's
banner-headlines, television's simplistic exposition, and the
fright of politicians. There reason is subordinate to emotion,
and political realism to expediency, and Powell's political
standing was destroyed. He said nothing unreasonable or
untrue, but his Party preferred to pretend that the problem
was unimportant. (Churchill himself raised this issue in
Cabinet in 1954, but it was deferred and finally shelved in
1955.)

* * *
Twenty years on from Powell's warning, the problem has

magnified as he forecast. The country is divided, with a
sullen undercurrent of resentment among some of the in-
digenous population, many of whom feel that freedom of
conscience and speech - those wellsprings of the British
Democracy - are curtailed if not denied, and that their na-
tion is disintegrating. How many of that new British nation
now aborning will subscribe to Churchill's much loved:

"I vow to thee my country, all earthly things above, Entire
and whole and perfect, the service of my love"? (Sir Cecil
Spring-Rice, Ambassador to the US, 1914-18.)

Why is it necessary for the myths enumerated by the
author to be challenged? Surely because the study of history
is either the pursuit of truth, or nothing.



It is not simply that the Marxist/Revisionist interpretation
of events has to be countered. It is a fact that history is no
longer taught in British schools as Churchill was taught it.
Indeed, the history of the nation is rarely taught at all — or
only as part of social studies. In our Universities the teaching
of history has fragmented so that students complete their
courses with little comprehension of the political, constitu-
tional and economic record of their country. Mr. Pedraza's
warning is timely, for politicians and teachers increasingly
tend to distort history to serve the ends of "social justice"
through sociology and current affairs — or to use history as a
vehicle for moral propaganda.

History should be the record of what happened in the con-
text of the times in which the events occurred. Professor
Trevor-Roper has said, however: "History is not what hap-
pened; it is what happened in the context of what might
have happened."

This seems to permit interpretations with the benefit of
hindsight, or subjective judgments in the manner of the
American "Monday-morning quarterback." But even
without Trevor-Roper's eccentric viewpoint Mr. Pedraza, as
an orthodox historian, does a more than adequate job of
demolishing myths about Churchill and Powell.

The actual incompetence of Asquith, Kitchener, Admirals
ashore and afloat, and finally of Ian Hamilton wrecked a
thoroughly orthodox military solution to the problem of at-
tacking the enemy's weak point and thereby turning his
flank in the Dardanelles. A simple, brilliant conception was

muddled through to failure. But the author of the plan must
take the blame. The shifting of blame from the right
shoulders is as old as Biblical man, as Adam whined: "Lord,
the woman . . . gave me of the tree and I did eat." (It is in-
teresting that Britain's presentday Eve, the Prime Minister,
is similarly blamed for all Britain's ills, real and imagined.)

Churchill was likewise made to bear the burden of guilt for
the Conservative electoral defeat by his "Gestapo speech."
Both Hailsham and Lord Blake, historians of the Conser-
vative Party, blamed him. Harold Macmillan did not, and
was right: the plain fact is that the Tories lost the election in
the 1930s. Anyone who troubles to read the "Gestapo
speech" of 4 June 1945 will be rewarded with an exposition
of socialism (a word with as many skins as an onion) which,
while never intended to be a description of an Attlee-Labour
Government, was yet a startling prophecy of what could
take place in Britain.

Today, 13 percent of Britain's population is governed by
local Councils controlled by the "Militant" Left — socialists
whose aim is plainly to impose socialism in the manner
outlined by Churchill. Revolutions, of the Right or Left, are
brought about by a determined minority who know what
they want and how to obtain it, and who dominate even a
large majority which is indifferent or ignorant. The parts
played by Sam Adams and Patrick Henry leading to
American independence amply sustain this view, as do the
Bolshevik Revolution and Hitler's rise.

Greek myths are not the same as modern historical
myths. Tonypandy, Gallipoli, the "Gestapo Speech," the
"River Tiber foaming with much blood," all produce the
Pavlov-dog reaction of jaws dripping saliva.

This book distills the essence of two philosopher-
statesmen and gives intriguing insights into two apparently
dissimilar, un-English Englishmen. The one is Cavalier,
rotund and orotund, warm, passionate, at times volatile,
dark and brooding. The other is Cromwellian (how apposite
he should choose Ireland as, presumably, his final political
battlefield), lean, austere, precise, self-controlled, quietly
humorous yet constantly, darkly anxious about mankind.

Both are deeply knowledgeable, powerful thinkers of in-
dependent mind, brilliant advocates of their cases, regarded
with deep suspicion and fear, at odds with their Party on
fundamental issues. The lives of both are characterised by
moral rectitude — rare in politics and private life: the one
agnostic yet full of Pauline charity, the other a sincere, prac-
tising Christian. Each, despite the odds and against reason,
has deep faith in the British nation. Neither represents the
nation, but both have marked out a path for the nation to
follow.

Churchill learned he must use a Party" to attain or main-
tain supreme power in government. In that he is the
superior realist of the two. As Mr. Pedraza points out, only a
great crisis could bring Powell back into a position of power
under a Conservative Government. Since all things are
possible in politics the crisis is possible, but history is
against Enoch Powell. The Tories did not send for Churchill
in 1940: they will not send for Enoch Powell. And it seems to
me highly improbable that he will become the only man in
British Parliamentary history, apart from Chatham, to
become Prime Minister outside a Party.

Churchill loved the battle but did not wish or expect to die
in battle. Powell, who was denied action in battle despite ris-
ing from second lieutenant to brigadier in World War II, said
on television recently that his great regret was that he had
not been killed in action.

Was this not the echo of Churchill's end-of-life despairing
cry, "I have done a great deal, to achieve so little" — the
anguish of a disillusioned man, at last recognising the fu-
tility of all human endeavour? Powell wished to die for his
country, Churchill to live for it. Does the country really care
about either? Do they know when there is "a prophet in
Israel"? Q



Churchill in Stamps
BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

PAGES 67-72: DISASTER AT CALL1POLI
Here again. Churchill-related stamps are invaluable to the

philatelic biographer: not one i.\snc used is a Churchill com-
memorative. But what a subject: defeat at the Dardanelles ex-
tended the war. led to Churchill's downfall and altered history.
(For detailed commentary on C-K stamps of this period, see
Finest Hour #22 and #23.)

Numbers are Scott (#) and Gibbons (sg). A slashmark (ffl/fi)
means a set from which any stamp may be used.

67. Rather than cut maps from atlases (p65 in this series), you can
often rely on stamps. Pitcairn #5 (sg5) is handy for Cor-
nnel/Falklands; Chile #210 (sg?) is a ckisc-up. Falkland* #73-77
(sg2l5-18) commemorates the British victory, is an obvious
choice lor use here.

68. Turkey #994 (sgI4l3) is scarce hut crucial: Yavuz, as
Goeben. arrived safely at Constantinople, influenced Turks to
join the Germans (see FH #15. pp4-5). Dardanelles arc shown on
a recent Greek stamp (cat.#?)—yes. 1 did draw lines on it! Russia
#B5-7 (sg 143-45) is a WWI patriotic set. The impcrf is a Latvian
forgery.

69. Cyprus #522 fsji?) is the only stamp depicting Kitchener,
whose inaction was devastating (bottom). Turkey #424 (sg924)
and #428 (sg?) show a lighthouse at the Bosphorus (Royal Navy's
objective) and Dardanelles. Sultan Mohammed V is on Turkey
#437/39 (sg?). while the Arms of Bulgaria, which fell like a plum
to the Germans post-Gallipoli. are represenied by Bulgaria #122
(sgl86).

70. From the "Ya \u / " set comes Turkey #992 (sgl411): also,
Turkey #1148 (sgl558) shows a minelayer. Turkey #1147
(sgl557; at bottom shows Dardanelles artillery loaders. The
brilliant commander Mustapha Kemal. later president of Turkey,
is depicted on many stamps including #837 (sgl249) and
#1604/06 (sg2037-39). top. Armor-piercing shells as used against
the British are shown with a soldier on Turkey #434 (sg?).

71. Kemal (Ataturk) and his, artillery lead this page off: Turkey
#1149 (sgl559) and #546 (s«9!6). (Kaiser Wilhelm. rarely
shown on stamps, appears with Kemal on Turkey #549 but it is
scarce and I don't have it.) An excellent topographic map of
bloody Cape Helles and Suvla Bay is Turkey #1146 (sgl556).
Obviously you need this whole Dardanelles set, #1146-49
(sg 1556-59)! Memorials to the An/ac, Canada dead are New
Zealand #B9/10 (sg884-85), Newfoundland #115 (sgl30). and
Australia #150/51 (sg!54/55).

72. An Anzac mini-omnibus shows "Simpson and His Donkey"
from the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne: Austialia
#385/87 (sg373/75). Christmas Island #21 (sg2l). Cocos #7
(sg7). Nauru #57 (sg65). Norfolk #69 (sg58). Papua/NG #203
(sg76). A 21st Anniversary set is New Zealand #B9-1()
(sg591-92). Australia #152/3'(sg 156/58) shows King George V
on his horse "Anzac.'" A Turkish memorial to its fallen is shown
on Turkey #425 (sg925).

A continuing series
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ASCENDANCY

CORONEL AND THE FALKLANDS

Admiral Sir Christopher Craddock, sighting Spee off Coronel,
Chile, acted against Admiralty orders by engaging the Germans
without the old but powerful battleship "Canopus." The British
lost two capital ships and 1500 lives including Craddock1s.
Churchill and Fisher ordered Admiral Sturdee around the Horn
but Spee obliged by sailing into the Atlantic himself. Off Port
Stanley, all but one of the German ships were sunk.

The dramatic
chase across
the Atlantic
ended with
the seas
cleared of
German war
vessels
except those
in home
waters.

The Falkland
Islands vic-
tory came,
however, in _
the nick of ~"
time for
Churchill.
As so often
in the past,
he took the
blame for
the Coronel
losses and
was prevented
from defending
himself by
official
secrecy.
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Churchill was stung by criticism over Coronel and frustrated by
the refusal of the German Navy to "come out and fight" in the
North Sea. The battlegrounds in France promised no end to the
war—only mounting casualties. He proposed, but did not secure
approval for, occupation of the Island of Borkum off Germany's
coast. He looked for another venue and saw...the Dardanelles.

In August the
Royal Navy
had bottled
up "Goeben,"
the best
German capi-
tal ship In
the Mediter-
ranean, at
Constanti-
nople.

"Goeben" was
presented to
the Turks,
who allied
themselves
with Germany
and harrassed
Russian ports
on the Black
Sea.

Russia ap-
pealed for
help from
France and
Britain.
(Russian
patriotic
stamps
issued at
outbreak
of the war.

Black Sea

Constantinople

Sea of Marmara

Dardanelles


