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ICS AUTUMN SPEAKERS: ROBERT HARDY,
SIR FITZROY MACLEAN, GRACE HAMBLIN, JIM COURTER
It is our distinct honor, and my deep personal privilege, to announce

a long and distinguished list of speakers for our forthcoming dinner
meetings in London, Scotland and Texas.

Robert Hardy, a brilliant English actor, has, through his starring role
in "The Wilderness Years," brought the true Sir Winston into the ken
of millions for whom Churchill was previously just a dim historical
figure. After addressing us at The Reform Club, Pall Mall, on 4th
September, Mr. Hardy will receive ICS Honorary Membership and our
1987 Blenheim Award, for distinguished service to the Heroic Memory.

Sir Fitzroy Maclean parachuted into German-occupied Yugoslavia
during the war, was the Prime Minister's personal representative to
Tito, and wrote several memorable books including the famous
Eastern Approaches. One of the West's leading experts on Eastern
Europe, Sir Fitzroy addresses us at his and Lady Maclean's Creggans
Inn, Strachur, Argyll, Scotland on Saturday 12th September.

Grace Hamblin, OBE, arrived at Chartwell in 1932, served in varied
roles with Sir Winston and Lady Churchill through 1979, and was
Chartwell's first National Trust administrator. Speaking at our Interna-
tional Convention at Dallas 30th October, she brings unique insights to
the Churchill story, but I must say that they have their match, in
Grace's own vivacious personality.

The Hon. Jim Courter, a Member of the United States House of
Representatives Armed Services and Iran/Contra Committees, is a
member of the Society with particular interest in Churchill's ever-
relevant concepts of strategic defense. His article in Finest Hour 52,
"Sir Winston's Wisdom and SDI," was dynamic proof that Churchill's
guidance is as crucial today as ever. Accompanied by Mrs. Courter, the
Congressman speaks at Dallas on 31st October.

"International Datelines," commencing on the next page, carries full
details on booking places at all these events.

HELP WANTED: EXPERTS IN GRANT APPLICATIONS
On page 8 you will read of our exciting progress on many fronts, most

notably, the launch of the remaining Companion or Document
Volumes of the Official Biography, previously a "dead issue."

Yes, it's true! On 1 January 1988, Martin Gilbert commences the
first of ten landmark volumes: The Churchill Papers 1939-1945,
under the sponsorship of the Churchill Literary Foundation.

Our commitment is enormous — £125,000 over the five- to ten-year
gestation period. I shall be writing you shortly to describe how you may
take part in this noble effort, and ensure your own inscribed copy of
each edition as it is published.

Crucial as ICS support is, however, we will almost certainly need help
from national, state, provincial and private grants-in-aid. Therefore, if
you have grant application experience, please contact me immediately.
We need you now, more than ever.

ONE THOUSAND MEMBERS
The International Churchill Society has exceeded one thousand ac-

tive members for the first time in its history. Congratulations all round
— to our directors, chapter heads and other hard workers worldwide;
to our faithful colleagues of the Churchill Society of British Columbia;
to each and every member for your abiding faith, support and annual
renewals. Thank you all so very much.

"CHURCHILL'S LONDON" BY MARTIN GILBERT
The Official Biographer's outstanding lecture on London sites

associated with the Churchill saga has been approved by Professor
Gilbert and will be sent to all members in September. Your copy will be
accompanied by two ICS membership applications. Your "charge" for
this booklet is that you sign up at least one new ICS member. Please
help us to achieve our next thousand. RML



THE CHURCHILL SOCIETY'S SPEAKERS FOR AUTUMN 1987

Robert Hardy, C.B.E. Sir Fltzroy Maclean (c. 1950) Grace Harhblin, O.B.E. Hon. Jim Courier, U.S.H.R.

LONDON: SEPTEMBER 4TH
Members are cordially invited to the

Society's Third London Dinner, to be
held in The Library of The Reform
Club, by kind arrangement of Dr.
James R. Scales, former president of
Wake Forest University, a Club
Member.

Honorary Members and friends of
the Society who have tentatively ac-
cepted include Lord and Lady
Soames, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Mon-
tague Browne, Mr. & Mrs. Martin
Gilbert and Miss Grace Hamblin; an
invitation pends with Msr. & Madame
Christian Pol-Roger. Regrets have
been received from Sir John and Lady
Margaret Colvllle, and Lord and Lady
Airlie, all of whom will be in Scotland
on the day.

Guest of Honour Robert Hardy has
had a long and varied acting career
since he graduated with honours from
Oxford. He played many classical
roles with the Royal Shakespeare
Theatre, the Old Vic in London, and
on tour in America; his later West End
stage appearances include "Camino
Real" and "Habeas Corpus."

His television productions include
"David Copperfield," Henry V in "An
Age of Kings," the Earl of Leicester in
"Elizabeth R" and Siegfried Famon in
the famous "All Creatures Great and
Small."

He recently starred in "The Far
Pavillions," in "Robin Hood" with
George Segal, and in two roles in a six-
part series, "Hot Metal." Among his
films are "The Spy Who Came in from
the Cold," "Ten Rillington Place" and
"Sir Gawaine and the Green Knight."

Indicative of his broad interests and
varied talents, Mr. Hardy adapted,

narrated and presented the series
"Horses in Our Blood," about native
breeds of pony and horse in the British
Isles; a television documentary about
the campaign at Agincourt, "The
Picardy Affair"; and a radio play,
"The Leopard and the Lillies," a por-
trait of Henry V. He is also an archery
consultant to the Mary Rose Trust;
and he is the author of "Longbow," a
history of that weapon. He was ap-
pointed a Commander of the British
Empire by The Queenjn June 1981.

The Churchill Society London din-
ners have become a tradition, follow-
ing the 1983 affair with Sir John
Colville and the 1985 dinner for An-
thony Montague Browne. Sir Winston
was a Member of the Reform Club in
his younger days, so the venue is ap-
propriate. The Library was chosen for
its capacity, as we were hard-pressed
for space at the Savoy in 1985. Dress
is black tie or uniform.

Members in Britain who wish to at-
tend should contact UK director Geof-
frey J. Wheeler, 88A Franklin Ave.,
Tadley, Basingstoke, Hampshire
RG26 6EU, who will send full details.
We are pleased to say that despite a
substantial array of WSC's favorite
courses and Pol-Roger champagne,
the cost will be quite moderate.

Non-UK members who will be in
London may book their places with
the editor, Finest Hour. The "Chur-
chill's Britain" party from Canada and
the U.S. will, of course, be present.

CHARTWELL: SEPTEMBER 4TH
Members are also invited to Chart-

well, commencing 10 o'clock on the
same day as above, ending with a
lunch either at Chartwell or in

4

Westerham at 1PM. Chartwell is
closed to the public on Fridays, mak-
ing the lovely house and grounds
doubly welcome. UK members should
book with Mr. Wheeler, non-UK
members with the editor.

Joining us at Chartwell is Mr. David
J. Porter, who produces the mar-
velous porcelain figure of WSC shown
on the cover of our last issue, one of
which he will have with him.

Mr. Porter also hopes to have on
hand one of three surviving Bedford
army trucks which took part in the
Normandy invasion. How this vehicle
survived, and eventually returned to
England, is a remarkable story.

HARROW: SEPTEMBER 5TH
The Annual General Meeting of the

UK Branch, ICS, will occur today in
Harrow. UK members will receive full
details automatically. Any non-UK
members may book with the editor.

STRACHUR, ARGYLL,
SEPTEMBER 12TH

A dinner will be held for Sir Fitzroy
Maclean, Bt., C.B.E., at Sir Fitzroy and
Lady Maclean's famous Creggans Inn
on the shores of Loch Fyne, 50 miles
north of Glasgow. Creggans is known
for its cordon bleu cuisine; salmon
and venison are tonight's menu. Dress
is black tie.

Sir Fitzroy joined the Diplomatic
Mo CC ? I 9 3 3 a n d ' w h i l e ^ t h the
Moscow Embassy, wrote a remarkable
accoUnt of a wild journey through
I Ttcno°Wn southern provinces ofthe ussR; h a i f a c e n t u ^ l a t e r he l s

still a frequent visitor to Russia, most
recently on behalf of the Ted Turner
organisation.
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Members of the Society are cordially invited to attend all these fine events.

Although he served as Conservative
M.P. for Lancaster from 1941 through
1959, Sir Fitzroy was abroad during
the war, charged with crucial work. In
1943-45 he headed the British mis-
sion to the partisans of Yugoslavia,
where he fought with Tito in a guerilla
war. In 1954-57 he was financial
secretary at the War Office.

Sir John Colville calls him "a man
of action who is also a master of the
English language . . . he wrote a series
of excellent books of which the best-
known is Eastern Approaches." Sir
Fitzroy will add much personal in-
sight to our knowledge of Sir Winston
this evening.

UK members should book with
Geoffrey Wheeler, others with the
editor.

PLEASE REGISTER NOW!
REMAINING PLACES LIMITED

WELCOME TO DALLAS
International Convention
Oct. 30/31st

The Society welcomes you to its
Fifth International Annual General
Meeting, at the lovely Adolphus Hotel
— a weekend of elegance, art and
musical tribute to Sir Winston, with
two speakers who look at WSC from
vastly different perspectives.

Born in London, Grace Hamblin was
educated at Crockham Hill Church of
England school near Chartwell, and at
the Secretarial Training College. She
began secretarial work for Churchill in
1932, serving as No. 2 to Violet Pear-
man, WSC's legendary "Mrs P" (who,
Grace remembers, "worked like a
Trojan . . . I have never come across

anyone who typed as fast"). From
1939 to 1966, she was secretary to
Mrs. Churchill and, in 1945-65, she
was in charge of the secretarial and ac-
counts side at Chartwell. Miss
Hamblin was the National Trust's ad-
ministrator from 1965, when Chart-
well was opened to the public,
through 1973; in 1974 she was
secretary to the Churchill Centenary
Exhibition. She received the Order of
the British Empire in 1965, and
became an Honorary Member of ICS
in 1985.

Miss Hamblin is our keynote
speaker, and will address the Society
after dinner on Friday 30 October.

Congressman Jim Courter repre-
sents a New Jersey District in the
United States House of Represen-
tatives. He serves on the House Armed
Services Committee and, currently,
the Iran/Contra Committee.

An ICS member with a keen ap-
preciation of Churchill's defense posi-
tions, Mr. Courter is a prolific writer,
often drawing for inspiration on Sir
Winston's speeches and books. His
well-researched art icle, "Si r
Winston's Wisdom and SDI" {Finest
Hour 52) argued that there is no dif-
ference between Churchill's 1930s
defense arguments and today's case
for the Strategic Defense Initiative.

Accompanied by his wife Carmen,
Mr. Courter will speak to us after din-
ner on Saturday 31 October. Also this
evening, the Arlington Choral Society
will salute the five English-speaking
democracies with the Australian,
Canadian, New Zealand, British and
American national anthems; and Sir
Winston with his two favorite hymns;
"Jerusalem" and "The Battle Hymn

of the Republic."
The ICS North Texas Chapter,

under the direction of Naomi Gottlieb
and David Sampson, has spared no
effort to bring us a very memorable
event at moderate cost.

DALLAS SATURDAY
PROGRAMME

One of many highlights of our
meeting will be several hours in the
South of France — at a recreation of
"La Pausa," the Mediterranean villa of
Wendy and Emory Reves, where Sir
Winston often stayed in the 1950s and
1960s. Reves, a journalist and
publisher, handled foreign language
rights for Churchill's books.

The Dallas Museum of Art recreated
La Pausa to house the Reves Collec-
tion — a remarkable display of art
donated by Wendy Reves. Here we
will enjoy many of Sir Winston's
paintings and letters. Also displayed
are painting materials and personal
items which he kept at La Pausa.

The 1987 AGM will further include
a unique musical tribute during the
Friday evening banquet. Here, a
musical ensemble of the Dallas Sym-
phony will perform the Finale of N.H.
Rutherlyn's "Churchill: A Legend in
Music," which was written for the
centenary of Sir Winston's birth. (See
FH52, page 5.) This will be the first
performance of any part of this work
in the United States.

HOW TO REGISTER
Send your personal cheque for

US$129, £80 or Aus/Can$175,
payable to "North Texas Chapter,



INTERNATIONAL DATELINES . . .
ICS" to Naomi Gottlieb, 7715 North-
aven Rd, Dallas TX 75230.

This fee includes everything —
repeat, everything — at the two-day
convention: two banquets with wine;
all speaker travel and expenses; entry
to the Reves Collection; musical enter-
tainment, floral arrangements, meet-
ing rooms, exhibits.

Dinners will feature southwestern
American cuisine Friday and entrees
from the abovementioned five nations
(including Beef Wellington) on the
Saturday.

But time is running, and we are fill-
ing up! Please help us plan by sending
your registration today.

SPECIAL HOTEL DISCOUNTS
All International Churchill Society

members are entitled to a rate of only
$95 per night for the six nights from
Wednesday 28 October through Mon-
day 2 November. (To attend the con-
vention you should definitely book
your room for Friday and Saturday,
30/31 October.)

This price is per-room. There is no
extra charge for doubles, and the rate
is almost one-third that of the regular
rate.

Please Reserve Now! Telephone
toll-free: (800) 221-9083 from
anywhere in the US except Texas (in
Texas ring 800-441-0574). Tell the
reservation agent that you are reserv-
ing for the ICS meeting. Do it now!
You may always cancel later.

AMERICAN AIRLINES DISCOUNTS
(Do not use a travel agent —
see below!)

American Airlines offers ICS
members special discounts: 35% off
regular coach fare, 5% off Super
Saver, from anywhere in the world.
And, if we book 50 tickets, American
will fly Grace Hamblin from England
with compliments — a great aid to our
strained convention budget.

The catch is: you must book your
tickets personally, not with a travel
agent!

To do so, telephone toll free: (800)
433-1790, anytime from 7AM to Mid-
night, any day of the week. When the
agent answers, ask for STAR
NUMBER S-52963. This will alert the
agent to the special ICS discounts.
Please fly American!

DON'T WAIT - DO IT NOW!

• * *

HOW SWEET IT IS
DAVYHULME, ENGLAND, JUNE
11TH - Winston S. Churchill, MP
handily retained his seat in the
general election, emerging nearly
unscathed from a heated race with
only a slightly reduced margin. The
campaign was marked by a shouting
match between Mr. Churchill and
Shadow Social Services spokesman
Michael Meacher at a hospital, and an
election leaflet printed in Liberal-SDP
Alliance orange urging the electorate
to vote Tory. Umm. It reminds us of
certain contests waged by Mr. Chur-
chill's grandfather in these parts . . .

Left-wing Labour candidate John
Nicholson increased his party's share
of the vote by 2500 and claimed a
moral victory: "We're going to get the
red flag flying here." Third-place
Liberal Dennis Wrigley said the
"Alliance letter," signed by former MP
Neville Sandelson, influenced the
result, but Mr. Churchill thought not.
The official count:
W.S. Churchill (C) 23,633
J. Nicholson (Lab.) 15,434
D.I. Wrigley (Lib.) 11,637
Swing: 3.9% Lib. to Lab.

21 AND FIT
PORTSMOUTH, ENGLAND, JUNE
5TH - Sir Winston Churchill,
flagship of the Sail Training Associa-
tion, which has sailed 300,000 miles
and taken some 13,000 young men
and women to sea, celebrates her 21st
birthday with a special voyage on the
Churchill Challenge in October. The
crew will consist of men aged 20-24
drawn from EEC countries and the
United States.

The 300 ton, three-masted schooner
will sail from England on 25-26 Oc-
tober and call at Amsterdam, Antwerp
and Dieppe, all ports figuring in the
Churchill saga, before ending her
voyage at Dover, one of the Cinque
Ports, on November 6th. A "Church-
ill's London" tour has been arranged
for the crew, including visits to the
War Rooms and House of Commons,
where Mr. Winston Churchill, MP will
host a reception.

Sir Winston Churchill was the
Association's first ship, being com-
pleted in 1966 at Richard Dunston's
Haven Shipyard at Hessle, Yorkshire.
She is 150 feet long, has a 25-foot
beam, carries 14 sails and can make
12 knots.

NORTHERN OHIO CHAPTER
MORELAND HILLS, OHIO, APRIL
29TH - The chapter's first meeting
was held today at the home of Bill and
Sue Truax. English trifle was served.
Attendees were Dr. Jessie Hutchin-
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son, Professor Al Cohoe, Lorrie &
Roger Taylor, Anne Menefee, Mary
Lou Sangdahl, Carlos & Nena Tejada,
Anne & Gaither Perry, Alice & Vincent
Gleeson and the hosts.

Bill spoke of his interest in WSC, the
objectives of ICS, and why he started
the local group. He then asked the
others to describe their interest. Al
Cohoe spoke of his fascination with
the Churchill personality, and de-
scribed the collection of memorabilia
he had brought with him.

Gaither Perry's army unit was at-
tached to British Forces during the in-
vasion of North Africa; he has fond
remembrance of WSC as one of the
greatest fighting leaders. Mr. Perry
paid personal honor to WSC by firing
his finely crafted, home made cannon
on 24 January 1965.

Dr. Jessie Hutchinson is a British
expatriate who came to America from
England in the early 1920s. A
longtime ICS member, she has just
retired from her medical practice in
Geneva, Ohio.

Carlos Tejada, native of Bolivia, said
he always marveled at Churchill's use
of the English language.

Members agreed to meet regularly,
and a June 20th event has since oc-
curred (to be covered next issue). Pro-
fessor Cohoe spoke on WSC's "black
dog" depression and its effect on his
career. Video tapes of Chartwell were
also shown.

FIRTH OF FORTH" & "MIMIZAN"

CHURCHILL PRINTS AVAILABLE
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY, JULY
1ST — Treasurer George Lewis an-
nounces that we have three copies of a
limited edition of 1945 color prints of
"The Firth of Forth" (Coombs 136),
Sir Winston's only naval painting.
The 22x16" prints are made available
through the kindness of a friend. They
were mentioned in FH53, but proved
to be unavailable at the time.

In addition, we can supply prints of
a second Churchill painting, "Evening



Glow at Mimizan" (Coombs 502). This
22x25-inch work was once in the col-
lection of the late Bernard Baruch;
only 750 prints exist.

Both prints are lithographed on
heavy art paper, suitably bordered
and captioned, and ready for framing.
They are offered to ICS members for
the original commercial price of $145
each, plus $10 for postage, packing
and insurance. Of this amount, $55 is
a contribution to ICS, tax deductible
by US or Canadian citizens.

To obtain yours, send your cheque
payable to "ICS" to George Lewis, 268
Canterbury Road, Westfield, New
Jersey 08525 USA for US$155 or the
equivalent in Australian or Canadian
dollars or pounds sterling. Shipment
will be by airmail to members outside
North America.

Because "Firth of Forth" prints are
extremely limited, please advise Mr.
Lewis if we may substitute the
"Mimizan" print if the former is
unavailable.

A NEPHEWS VIEW
VERNHAM DEAN, ENGLAND, JULY
- Peregrine Churchill, Sir Winston's
nephew, makes some compelling
points in a letter to American
Heritage, following publication of the
prologue of Volume II of The Last
Lion, by William Manchester. (The
piece also appeared in the Illustrated
London News.)

"I do not think any compilation of
Churchilliana, however well done —
and Mr. Manchester's extract is very
readable — can ever give a true pic-
ture of the man. There is so much
falsehood mixed up with the truth.

"To begin with he was not neglected
by his parents any more than he was a
dunce at school. These were myths he
invented himself. He was a very
naughty and objectionable little boy,
and both his parents were very con-
cerned with his welfare, more so than
he ever was with his own children at
the same age.

"He admired his father enormously
and based his political career on what
he believed to be his father's philo-
sophy. Without his mother's support,
and correction, he would never, have
advanced so rapidly. Living twice as
long as his father, he was able to make
twice as many mistakes and reached
greater triumphs and greater depres-
sions."

Mr. Churchill gives us an interesting
view which is seldom heard but well
worth considering. WSC's parental
neglect was "par for the course" in
Victorian times, and his "failure" at
Harrow was belied by his ac-
complishments there. On the other

hand, there is no doubt [vide young
WSC's letters home in Companion
Volume I) that the neglect, while
typical, hurt him far more than most,
as did the Harrow setbacks he did ex-
perience. Reader comments?

BULLDOG TO TIGER
NEW HAMPSHIRE, USA, MARCH
10TH - A lovely letter from WSC in
his own hand to Georges Clemenceau
was recently sold by Churchillbooks,
and the purchaser has permitted us to
quote it in entirety.
Dated 21 June 1921, it reads:

"My dear M. Clemenceau,
"I am sorry to be engaged on Thurs-

day at the hour you so kindly appoint.
I had no business political or other
to transact. But I did not want to let
you pass through this country with-
out testifying my sentiments of pro-
found and unalterable respect and
regard to the valiant leader of war-
time days. With all good wishes . . .
Believe me. Yours sincerely, Winston
S. Churchill."

Aside from the association — the
leading European statesman of World
War II writing his counterpart from
World War I — we think this letter
underlies WSC's tremendous respect
for the French "Tiger," whose
absence he would regret so bitterly
within 20 years.

ELECTION RESULTS
OMAHA, NEBRASKA, JUNE 30TH -
Members have elected nine four-year
directors and new chairman of the
board Wallace H. Johnson has ap-
pointed six two-year and three ex-
officio directors. Results of the voting
were as follows:

Australia: W. Galvin 11
Canada: G. Temple 45, R. Downey

39, M. Milne 31, M. Steven 30, C.P.
Ball 26, W.J.S. Sunley 18.

New Zealand: R.B. Collins, unop-
posed

United Kingdom: G. Wheeler 48, C.
Spencer 25, R. Haslam-Hopwood 19.

United States: R. Langworth 51, D.
Brownleader 47, W. Johnson 45, G.
Lewis 45, W. Ives 42, D. Carmichael
42, D. Sampson 42, S. Hefner 32.

The nine elected directors for
1987-90 are Messrs. Galvin, Temple,
Downey, Collins, Wheeler, Brown-
leader, Johnson, Lewis and Ives. Ap-
pointed to two-year directorships were
Messrs. Milne, Ball, Spencer, Car-
michael & Sampson, and Ms. S.
Hefner.

Appointed as ex-officio members of
the board were P. Jenkins (Aus.), R.
Haslam-Hopwood (UK) and R. Lang-
worth (USA), the latter pending a new
appointment as executive director, be-

ing proposed by Wallace Johnson.
National branch offices continue

under the able direction of Peter
Jenkins (Australia), George Temple
(Canada), Geoffrey Wheeler (UK) and
Derek Brownleader (USA).

CHICAGO CHAPTER OPENS
CHICAGO, is MAY — The initial gathering
of some 40 members and potential
members of the International Chur-
chill Society took place at the
venerable Chicago Club. Ambassador
and Mrs. Paul Robinson served as the
generous and gracious host and
hostess for this cocktail reception.

William Ives, coordinator for the
formation of the Chicago chapter,
welcomed those in attendance by sug-
gesting that while this gathering was
clearly not the beginning of the end of
the Chicago chapter, nor the end of
the beginning, it was at least the
beginning of the beginning. He en-
couraged those in attendance to be
sure to pick up, complete and return
an ICS membership application. He
then introduced Ambassador Robin-
son who, after making a few remarks,
showed an edited version of the
tape, "The Finest Hours." It was well
received. Many ICS application forms
were distributed and it can be con-
fidently stated that a substantial
number of new memberships will
result.

TORONTO AWARDS FOR 1 9 8 7
Bruce Headlam of Toronto and

Leonard Sebastian of Singapore are
new members of the International
Churchill Society compliments of The
Other Club of Toronto. Both are recip-
ients of prizes awarded to meritorious
students in Toronto area universities
by our ICS chapter there.

Bruce was chosen the most profi-
cient debater in the University of
Toronto Debating Society and
Leonard was selected by the faculty as
the top student in British history at
York University.

In his remarks to the Debating
Society, John Plumpton remembered
John Kennedy's praise of WSC: "He
mobilized the English language and
sent it into battle." Kennedy himself
had been a guest of the Debating
Society in 1957. John told the au-
dience of youthful debaters of Chur-
chill's intense preparation for his
career as an orator and author in-
cluding his voracious reading of the
great historians in his youth. Chur-
chill would have agreed with Shake-
speare's Lear, who said, "Mend your
speech a little, lest it mar your for-
tunes."

concluded on page 22



Cover Story:
From Dream to Reality
Sir Winston's First Book in 13 Years BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

THERE HAS not been a "new book" by Winston S. Churchill
since Young Winston's Wars was published in 1974. Thus
the publication this month ofThe Dream for the first time
in volume form is an event of double satisfaction to ICS and
our Churchill Literary Foundation.

We publish below excerpts from the Preface which in-
troduces Sir Winston's text in the book itself. By so doing,
we do "leak" a small fraction of the contents, but we feel
this is the best way to convince you to support us by send-
ing a tax-deductible US$100 or C$135 or the equivalent —
or more — to receive one of this limited edition of 500.

We are on the brink of our most ambitious project ever:
raising £125,000 to fund ten additional Companion or
Document Volumes of Martin Gilbert's Official Biography
- The Churchill Papers 1939-1965. The old Companion
Volumes stopped dead in September 1939. Without our in-
tervention, they would have stayed that way.

All past and future donors of US$100, C$135 or the
equivalent will be receiving a copy of The Dream —
magnificently bound in padded leather and gilt with rich
moire endpapers, printed by letterpress, illustrated by a
larger color plate of the painting on this Issue's cover —
while the small supply lasts. The amount given is deducti-
ble by American or Canadian taxpayers; receipts will be
sent. Cheques payable to ICS, PO Box 385, Contoocook NH
03229 will ensure your copy by return.

Now, a little about one of the strangest and fascinating
stories in the literary career of the Man of the Century.

THE dining room at Chartwell, late 1946: Winston S. Chur-
chill, MP, Leader of the Opposition, is enjoying a quiet
dinner with his family. During a pause in the conversation,
his daughter Sarah points to an empty chair: "If you had the
power to put someone in that chair to join us now, whom
would you choose?"

Sarah later remembered that she expected her father to
name one of his heroes — Caesar, Napoleon, or perhaps
Marlborough. He took only a moment to consider. And then
he said very simply, "Oh, my father, of course." He had
chosen his greatest hero of all.

Churchill went on to describe the outline of an article
which was to become The Dream. "It was not plain whether
he was recalling a dream or elaborating on some fanciful
idea that had struck him earlier," his son Randolph wrote.
"But this was the genesis of the story."

The Dream is uncharacteristic of Churchill's writings,
though the writing is not. It is exciting because it so
dramatically captures the ethos of the man, the ironies of a
life "already long, and not without incident."

The supreme irony of the piece is, of course, that Lord
Randolph Churchill, briefly brought back to life, hears his
son recite the sweeping, bittersweet history of the 20th cen-
tury, without any revelation of the myriad roles Winston
himself played. But there are many others.

"Is there still a Tsar?," Lord Randolph asks. "Yes, but he
is not a Romanoff," Winston replies. Lord Randolph asks if
there has been war. "We have had nothing else but wars
since democracy took charge," says Winston.

The latter is one of the many revealing passages not
duplicated in any of Churchill's other writings. A devoted
and admitted royalist, Churchill nevertheless publicly ex-
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pressed his faith in democracy; in The Dream he sadly
despairs of it. Has the public optimist become the private
pessimist? Only briefly: "Having gone through so much, we
do not despair . . . we are trying to make a world organisa-
tion in which we and America will be very important." As
for the remaining Dominions of the Crown, "They are our
brothers." Here we see that bedrock faith of the
characteristic Churchill in what he called "the fraternity of
the English-Speaking Peoples.''

But to go on is to spoil the text for the reader. We must
allow Sir Winston that happy luxury — how he would have
enjoyed it.

In early 1947 Churchill dictated The Dream in
manuscript form, revising it several times over the next few
months. But it carried no title except "Private Article," and
it was soon filed away, unpublished. He did not take it out
again until about 1956-57, according to Randolph; still he
did not publish.

Yet he had not written The Dream simply to amuse his
family. Randolph suggested that "the story may have been
inspired subconsciously by Winston's regret that his father
would never know what he had achieved. It is part of the
artistry of this tale that the inquisitive young father of 37 is
not allowed to know the one thing about his 72-year-old son
that would have amazed him more than anything else
which he had learned " — that Winston had become Prime
Minister in the most solemn hour of his nation's history; and
that he had succeeded in rescuing not only Britain, but
western civilization as well.

In his will, Sir Winston bequeathed the "Private Article"
to Lady Churchill. Those close to him feel that he viewed it
as a small contribution to her future support. On the first an-
niversary of his funeral it was at last published, in The Sun-
day Telegraph.

Subsequently Lady Churchill assigned the rights to the
work as a donation to Churchill College Cambridge, by
whose kind permission it now reappears. This is not,
however, its first appearance in volume form. That occurred
in the four-volume "Collected Essays of Sir Winston Chur-
chill," edited by Michael Wolff (1976).

That these two early appearances were necessarily limited
— by the transitory nature of a newspaper and the small
press run of the "Collected Essays" - is a misfortune: The
Dream is a masterpiece, riveting, insightful, emotional,
evocative. It deserves a wider appreciation.

Thus it is that the Churchill Literary Foundation presents
The Dream in its first appearance as an individual volume,
in a form suitable to its brilliance and importance among the
writings of Winston S. Churchill.

One question about the piece remains, at least in this
writer's mind. Just how much of it was fiction?

Sir Winston was a man of transcendental, almost super-
natural powers. In 1953 he told Jock Colville that he would
die on 24 January, the same day as his father died; 12 years
later he lapsed into a coma on 10 January, and Colville was
able to assure The Queen's private secretary, "he won't die
until the 24th." Unconscious, Churchill did just that. Was it
strictly coincidence?

What his family called The Dream was labeled by Sir
Winston a "Private Article." There is no doubt that it was
not entirely a dream to him. rj



100-75-50-25 YEARS AGO
EDITED BY JOHN G. PLUMPTON

SUMMER 1887- AGE 12
London was adorned for the 50th

anniversary of the reign of Queen Vic-
toria. Young Winston wrote his
mother that he hoped that she had not
been looking for a letter from him
because "I try to and think of sensible
sentences for my letter but they are
very hard to think of." He had no
trouble thinking of a subject. He was
so excited at the prospect of seeing the
Jubilee that he implored his mother to
request permission from the school for
him to journey to London. "I am look-
ing forward to seeing Buffalow [sic]
Bill, yourself, Jack, Everest, and
home. I would sooner come home for
the Jubilee and have no amusement
at all than stay down here and have
tremendous fun."

He was particularly pleased to learn
that his father had made tentative
contacts regarding his admission to
Harrow in the autumn. Lord Ran-
dolph was also attempting to form a
new Centre party in alliance with
disaffected Liberal, Joseph Cham-
berlain, and the Whig leader, Lord
Hartington. The plans floundered on
the lack of enthusiasm of Hartington,
the refusal of Randolph's close friend,
Lord Rosebery, to join them, and the
public disagreement between Cham-
berlain and Churchill. While the latter
two continued their close personal
friendship, they agreed to terminate
their political alliance.

When told that Randolph was at-
tempting to start a new Centre party,
one wit commented: "Yes, all centre
and no circumference."

SUMMER 1912- AGE 37
Historically, Germany had been a

land power with hardly any naval
tradition, so when the Kaiser an-
nounced that "our future lies on the
water," the challenge to Britain's
naval predominance was on. Grand-
Admiral Tirpitz's naval building pro-
gram inflammed this rivalry and
Churchill's entire summer was de-
voted to responding to the crisis.

The support of the Empire was
crucial and Churchill spent most of
his time hosting a contingent of Cana-
dian ministers led by Prime Minister
Robert Borden. He hoped to entice
Borden to contribute funds to pay for
the construction of three dread-
noughts. Despite Borden's ac-
quiescence, there was considerable
opposition within Canada to this
proposal.

The argument over the disposition

of the Fleet in the Mediterranean and
Home waters was resolved by recog-
nizing the needs of the North Sea as a
priority but keeping a Mediterranean
battle fleet equal to the "one-power
Mediterranean standard, excluding
France," which meant that Britain
would equal the challenge of any
single power on the body of water, ex-
cluding her ally.

This response to the German
challenge was expensive but Chur-
chill willingly assumed responsibility.
When Lloyd George told him that
responsibility stared him in the face,
Churchill responded: "Your only
chance is to get 5 million pounds next
year — and put the blame on me.
Then you will be in clover again for
the rest of Parliament."

He observed the Fleet's tactical ex-
ercises at Portsmouth and cruised up
the coast to Scotland on HMS En-
chantress. Lloyd George told him:
"You have become a water creature.
You think we all live on the sea, and
all your thoughts are devoted to sea
life, fishes, and other aquatic
creatures. You forget that most of us
live on land."

SUMMER 1937 - AGE 62
Churchill's literary efforts were pro-

digious. While he worked on A History
of the English Speaking Peoples he
came closer to the completion of
Marlborough with the assistance of
William Deakin.

He continued his critisms of govern-
ment defense policies, particularly the
Air Force but also the Royal Navy- But
his credibility was at an all-time low
following his stand on the Abdication.
As his daughter, Lady Soames, later
wrote: "His warnings of the national
peril ahead had been practically
unheeded, and now discredit was cast
on him by the feeling that his support
of the King sprang from ulterior
motives, and was largely prompted by
antipathy to Baldwin." Clementine
realistically recognized that only a na-
tional crisis would now bring her hus-
band to power and, for his part,
Winston believed that his life was
"probably in its closing decade."

Together the Churchills attended
the Coronation of King George VI. As
Queen Elizabeth was being crowned,
Winston turned to his wife and
whispered: "You were right; I see now
that 'the other one' wouldn't have
done."

Joining the Churchill household
was resident secretary Kathleen Hill.
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A musician and a leader of the Girl
Guides in India, Miss Hill returned to
England hoping to work in a school.
Instead, she went to work for WSC,
whom she has since described as "a
disappointed man waiting for the call
to serve his country."

She had never been in a house with
such activity and she had little time to
rest. Churchill dictated to the wee
hours of the morning and expected
finished copies when he awoke. Even
while he was bricklaying, she was ex-
pected to climb the ladder with her
notebook. Unless, of course, it was a
long letter— in that event, he would
come down!

SUMMER 1962 - AGE 87
This summer brought physical pain

and discomfort to Sir Winston. While
Lady Churchill remained in London,
Sir Winston holidayed on the Riviera.
In the middle of a night, with a nurse
on guard in an anteroom, Churchill
climbed from his bed, fell and broke
a leg.

A splint was prepared in the hotel
room and the patient was taken to a
medical clinic in Monte Carlo. After a
temporary plaster was prepared,
Churchill was taken by a special
R.A.F. plane at Nice. The incident
became a media event. An army of
French photographers followed every
move. The motorcade to the airport in-
cluded police motorcycles, a TV truck,
an ambulance, a car full of detectives
and two cars with Sir Winston's staff.

In London, people came up to the
ambulance with encouraging get-well
words for the patient. Following
surgery to repair the broken limb, Sir
Winston survived successive attacks
of bronchitis, pneumonia, a throm-
bosis and jaundice.

While he was in the hospital, con-
versions were made to 28 Hyde Park
Gate to provide a bedroom on the
ground floor. As he recovered he in-
sisted on carrying on his normal
routines as much as possible. Several
films were provided for his entertain-
ment: Winchester 73, a western;
Above Us the Waves, a naval
documentary; The Vanishing Prairie,
by Disney and The Wooden Horse.

Other accoutrements were also
provided. He expected and received
champagne with his meals, plus his
regular allotment of cigars and
brandy. He always insisted on pouring
his own brandy, "and never dispenses
it lightly."



Opinion:
Churchill and the Erosion of British Power

A Subject of Considerable Debate

Part One of a Two-Part Article

BY PROFESSOR RAYMOND H. CALLAHAN, UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE
AS DELIVERED TO THE CHURCHILL SYMPOSIUM, CHURCHILL MEMORIAL, FULTON, MISSOURI, 1986

TO PLACE Churchill in the context of modern British
history is a daunting task. Churchill himself has only
been dead some 20-odd years, which does not allow the
development of much perspective. The dynamics of
British history during his lifetime are still the subject of
considerable historical debate. Some crucial records re-
main sealed. Even the official biography is not yet com-
plete. Nonetheless, it is important, for two reasons, to
make the effort.

It is useful to us as historians to try from time to time to
sum up, as a sort of interim report to ourselves, what we
know and what we still need to find out. Then there is
the inescapable fact that Churchill has become a figure of
mythic proportions, his name and authority invoked
both to validate and to condemn. Those interested in the
appropriate uses of history in current discourse, as well as
those concerned with getting the historical Churchill in
proper focus, need to make the point that Churchill was
a man of a certain time, playing out his career in a par-
ticular set of unrepeatable circumstances. To wrench the
man from his context is to misunderstand both, and
perhaps to deceive ourselves.

The broad context of Churchill's career was the ero-
sion of European power in general, and Britain's in par-
ticular. The great Cambridge historian, John Seeley, in a
book published in 1885 when Churchill was a schoolboy
in Brighton, predicted the emergence of the United
States and Russia as the dominating factors in the next
century. Churchill was a European, and European power
in the world declined throughout his long life. He was
also, of course, a passionate believer in his own country
— at least as he defined it. The story here, also, was one
of decline. When Churchill was born, British industrial
preeminence was only beginning to be challenged;
Disraeli had neither purchased the Suez Canal nor made
Victoria Empress of India. The social structure of the
Britain of 1874 is best described in Disraeli's words, later
quoted by Churchill: "a world for the very few." By 1965
this one-time "workshop of the world" had become a
chronically ailing economy; empire was gone and its very
memory was apparently considered a subject best left to
satirists. The world of "Upstairs, Downstairs" had given
way to the Welfare State. Churchill's was a career spent
in the twilight of an economic system, a social order, and
an Empire.
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An imperial photograph: WSC in army uniform, from a postcard postmarked
Harrow, 21 July 1917, collection L.L. Thomas. Photo by Elliott &. Fry, card by
J. Beagles &. Co. Ltd.

Of course no individual, no matter how able, could
have either caused or arrested these immense changes.
Indeed, many able individuals lived through them and
coped with their consequences — or tried to — without
fully understanding them. Churchill, however, both



brooded on history and sought power. It is precisely that
quality of historical understanding, however deficient in
part, allied to a remarkably long career in high office,
that gives to a contemplation of Churchill's career much
of its fascination. How did this man, so often seen as the
embodiment of all that was traditional and unchanging
in Britain, cope with the fact that his life was spent in
an era of accelerating change — change, moreover, that
constantly narrowed the options and opportunities of his
nation and class?

* * *
The foundation of the power, wealth, and security

Britain enjoyed in Churchill's youth was its position as
the world's preeminent manufacturing, trading, and
financial power. By 1874 cracks were already beginning
to appear in that foundation. The causes of those
ominous shiftings and subsidences are, in general, well
known. The point for us is that there was nothing in
Churchill's early life to make him aware either of the
nature of Britain's economy, or of its growing problems.
The class into which he was born remained distant from,
and contemptuous of, industry and commerce, and
suspicious of the world of high finance (however much
they indirectly drew from it — Churchill, like many of his
class, was in fact a rentier).

The elite schools, with their emphasis on the classics,
character, and games, were equally insulated from the
world of mines, mills and shipyards. Indeed, if Michael
Weiner's stimulating and controversial English Culture
and the Decline of the Industrial Spirit is correct,- the ideals
and values of the British upper classes, and the schools
they patronized, were in no small part responsible for the
problems of the British economy.1 Churchill, born into a
duke's family and married into an earl's, educated at
Harrow and Sandhurst, and spending his leisure time in
the great country houses which, in the Edwardian Age,
were enjoying their last efflorescence, lived on a distant
planet from that inhabited by the average British
businessman. It is true that he represented industrial con-
stituencies — Oldham, and later Dundee. That ex-
perience certainly sharpened his awareness of the extent
of distress among the industrial working class, but is not
at all clear that it gave him any sustained interest in the
structural problems of the British economy.

His first real association with British manufacturing
came when he took over the wartime Ministry of Muni-
tions in 1917 and with it the men of "push and go" whom
Lloyd George had brought in such large numbers into
the Government. Like his father, Churchill was by no
means as caste-bound as many of his class. He respected
and valued the competence of many of these recruits
from industry.

But the Ministry of Munitions existed to produce war
materials, not to restructure British industry. In 1925
when Churchill became, unexpectedly, Chancellor of the
Exchequer in Baldwin's government, he was quite or-
thodox in his deference to expert opinion. Indeed,
throughout his long public life, the distinguishing
characteristic of Churchill's intermittent engagement
with the problems of Britain's economy seems to have

been to fall back on what had traditionally worked —
free trade, the gold standard, the traditional markets of
the Empire. (In his defense, of course, that same response
seems to have been automatic in most British business-
men.) When he supported the Lancashire interest in the
Indian market in the 1930s, it was the same reaction at
work — cotton had been one of the industrial giants of
his youth. (There was also his desire to wield any weapon
that would damage Stanley Baldwin and the hated India
Bill.)

Indeed, the most revealing insight into Churchill's rela-
tionship with this whole subject comes from the same
decade, when A History of the English Speaking Peoples was
drafted. The third volume, covering the period from 1688
to Waterloo, never mentions James Watt (or anyone else
connected with the mechanization of production); gives
Adam Smith a brief nod (mainly because he influenced
the younger Pitt); and deals with the Industrial Revolu-
tion in one paragraph of generalities that would draw a
low "C" and some severe marginal comment in any
undergraduate history course. (In the final volume, The
Great Democracies, the Victorian economy fares even
worse, rating but a few fleeting mentions.) Now, it is a
commonplace that the real value of the English-Speaking
Peoples is the insight it affords into Churchill's mind.
What those volumes tell us is that economics did not in-
terest him. History was high politics, imperial expansion,
and grand strategy — all the rest was assumed to exist
since without it these great and exciting ventures could
not take place.

Yet there is a curious footnote to all this. In April 1955,
after his final retirement, Lord Cherwell persuaded him
that drastic steps needed to be taken to keep Britain from
falling further behind the United States in the field of
technological education. Cherwell had in mind a British
MIT or Cal Tech. John Colville, Churchill's devoted
principal private secretary, offered to raise the money if
Churchill would lend his name. The ultimate outcome
was Churchill College Cambridge.2 Was this a belated
realization of one of the crucial weaknesses of the British
economy — or was it merely a testimony to his respect for
the "Prof " and his affection for Colville?

In any case, it seems fair to leave this particular aspect
of his career by noting that he was, throughout his
63-year political career, uninterested in what many
would regard as the central fact of British history in his
time. Would it have made any difference if his interest
had been deeply engaged? Perhaps one way of answering
that is to suggest that a Churchill deeply interested in
economic issues would not have been the Churchill of
1940 — a bold war leader, not given to counting the costs
where principle was involved — in which case we would
not be here today discussing him.

If Churchill was relatively indifferent to the problems
of technological change, productivity, and competitive-
ness that were central to Britain's prolonged 20th century
economic malaise, he was far from unconcerned with the
human dimension of industrialism. Churchill of course
grew up as remote from the British workers as he was
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from the factories in which they toiled.He had as part of
his heritage, however, an interest in the British worker as
a political animal. "Tory Democracy," after all, was the
invention of his father, Lord Randolph. Prior to entering
Parliament, Churchill knew the British worker only in
the form of servants or other ranks. After 1900 however,
he discovered the "other England." John Morley set him
to reading Seebohm Rowntree's great study of urban
poverty; in pursuit of votes, he walked the dreary streets
of industrial England. On one such occasion he remarked
to a companion, "Fancy living in one of these streets
— never seeing anything beautiful — never eating
anything savoury — never saying anything clever."3

There is no reason to doubt that his sympathy was real.
There is also no reason to doubt that Churchill saw an '
active interest in social reform as a way both of estab-
lishing his credentials as a Liberal and of making a name
for himself. Furthermore, like many in Britain's govern-
ing elite, he had been shocked by the ill health and
neglect among the working class revealed by the high re-
jection rate among would-be volunteers for the Boer
War. To maintain its Empire and world position, Britain
needed healthier citizens. Finally, nothing in Churchill's
pre-1911 "social reformer" phase was really inconsistent
with the vague and generally benign tenets of that Tory
paternalism which was perhaps Lord Randolph's strongest
legacy — apart from ambition — to the son he scorned.

The more interesting question is, did the bundle of
ideas and emotions that constituted Churchill's ap-
proach to the British working class and the issue of social
change ever alter substantially from those visible in the
rising Liberal politician? In many, perhaps most, ways
they did not. There was, however, one very important
modification. Before the Second World War, Churchill
had always assumed that the basic structure of British
society and politics would remain intact — indeed, his
sense that these things were virtually immutable pervades
the English-Speaking Peoples. The assertive behavior of the
trade unions both before 1914 and after 1919 seemed to
threaten alike the power of the state and the order of
society. Moreover, after 1919, Churchill suspected the
unions and the Labour Party they sustained of being
stalking-horses for an alien ideology whose triumph
would have meant the death of the Britain he loved.

It is not really surprising, therefore, that it was labor
unrest — the rail strike of 1911, the postwar turbulence,
the General Strike of 1926 — that elicited some of his
most intemperate statements and flamboyant actions. Yet
Churchill's Tory paternalism (or Edwardian Liberalism,
if you prefer) never disappeared — not that, after the
General Strike and The British Gazette, it was any claim
to the sort of goodwill that the Labour Party and many
trade union leaders were willing to extend to Stanley
Baldwin.

In 1940, however, it was the Labour Party that played a
crucial role in putting Churchill in power. Hitler had
given Churchill and Labour a common enemy; Chamber-
lain's cold disdain had given Labour a Conservative they
disliked even more than Churchill. The experience of
leading the wartime coalition altered Churchill's views of

the Labour Party permanently. In 1919 he had called
Labour unfit to rule. It was difficult to really feel that way
about Attlee, Bevin and company, however much he
might deplore individual policies and however sharp his
electioneering rhetoric might become. The reconstruc-
tion of the Conservative Party undertaken by R.A.
Butler and Lord Woolton after 1945, and accepted by
Churchill, was based on the belief that most of the
changes introduced since 1945 (many in fact fore-
shadowed during the war) represented a new national
consensus. It was in this spirit that Churchill conducted
his last government. Moreover, in his final years in office,
he showed every inclination to conciliate the trade
unions.

Was this the legacy of the "band of brothers" at-
mosphere of the war years that he had celebrated in his
memoirs — or a desire to remove a blemish on the image
he was polishing for history? Probably both. One thing is
certain: While Churchill cannot really be said to have
had a consistent — or indeed in many cases, any — ap-
proach to the economic problems of Britain, there was a
consistency in his approach to the issue of social change.
The Tory paternalist in him occasionally slumbered, but
never became comatose. It is, indeed was, during his
lifetime, a dated approach. But if it contained an element
of condescension, it also included a substantial amount
of compassion. And Lord Randolph certainly would
have approved.

* * *
The waning vitality of Britain's economy and the

changes in its social and political structures were,
primarily, episodes in British history. The decline and fall
of Britain's Empire was, however, one of the major
features of world history during the middle decades of
this century. Churchill's relationship to this process is, at
first sight, clear. He grew up amid the late Victorian im-
perial enthusiasm. His father annexed Upper Burma to
the Raj. He himself fought on India's Northwest Frontier
and rode in one of the last great British cavalry charges
— at Omdurman, where General Gordon's death was
avenged and the Sudan conquered. All his long life he re-
tained the late Victorian belief that the Empire was a
benevolent force and moreover one vital to Britain's con-
tinued existence as a great power (an argument Seeley
had made with great vigor). He resisted the forces that
sought to undermine and sweep away that Empire.

That, or something very like it, is the received wisdom
on the relationship of Churchill and empire. Like much
received wisdom, it contains a substantial element of
truth, but it is not the complete truth. The British Em-
pire of Churchill's youth was the product of three inter-
related historical developments. Britain's pioneer in-
dustrialization and the technological gap between the
warmaking skills of western industrialized nations and
everyone else made the acquisition and defense of empire
comparatively cheap. The lack of any major continental
threat for two generations after Waterloo allowed the
British to concentrate on business and empire. By the
time of Churchill's birth, the British had come to take
these conditions for granted — just as they began to
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Churchill on the stump during the Teens, with suffragette pickets, doffs hat to
the Common Man, who doffs back.

disappear. During his lifetime, British industrial power
declined, relatively and absolutely. European military
skills ceased to belong exclusively to Europeans. After the
rise of a united Germany, Britain was never again with-
out major European anxieties. (It is also true that social
change and World War I, two other interrelated happen-
ings, drastically altered British views about the meaning
and worth of empire; but even without this sea-change in
outlook, Britain would have been hardpressed to sustain
her world position.)

The loosening of the bonds of empire first became visi-
ble in relation to the settlement with colonies and
Ireland. Churchill played a significant role in the process
of conceding autonomy to them. His name is at least an
important footnote in the process that produced the
Union of South Africa. He played a large, albeit still sup-
porting, role in the emergence of the Irish Free State. In
common with most of his countrymen, however, Chur-
chill expected the Dominions, once self-governing,
nonetheless to remain dependable, subordinate partners.
(Churchill's wartime fury at DeValera, while understand-
able, was fanned by the Irishman's refusal to be an
Hibernian Smuts.)

The imperial storm centers that concerned him for
most of his public life were not in any case the Domin-
ions, but India and the Middle East. It was not just im-
perial romanticism that motivated him to argue for the
retention of British control over these areas. India's
army, virtually cost-free to the British taxpayer, was the
Empire's strategic reserve. The British sphere of interest
in the Middle East, of which Churchill had been one of
the principal architects after 1918, guaranteed imperial
communications with India and access to oil. (Churchill,
of course, had presided over the Royal Navy's switch
from domestic coal to imported oil, and the British
government's concomitant investment in the Persian oil
fields.)

Now all of this was hard-headed enough, up to a point.
If Britain was going to remain a global power, continued
control of the Indian Army, the oil fields of the Middle
East, and imperial communications were obvious neces-
sities. In the last analysis, however, continued control
meant willingness to use force to maintain an imperial

position increasingly threatened by various nationalisms.
And this, beyond a certain point, the British were no
longer willing to do — whether it was Ireland in 1919-21
or India in the 1930s.

It may well be true that the post-1918 weariness and
disillusion with empire were most intensely felt among
the intellectual elite, and that Churchill spoke for more
people that is usually recognized when he opposed con-
cessions to Indian nationalism. But the fact is that
Baldwin, who had an acute sense of public mood, did not
think there was any useful approach to India except con-
cession. Furthermore, it is hard to imagine any course of
action other than negotiation that would not have in-
volved major and prolonged repression in India, for
which it is equally hard to imagine sustained public sup-
port at home.

The age of the empire builders was past — so, too, was
the Victorian certainty that had turned them into demi-
gods. Churchill does not seem ever to have fully recog-
nized this (any more than he recognized that the British
commitment to Zionism, of which he was an ardent sup-
porter, was a grave source of weakness for Britain in the
Middle East). It is not so much that his arguments were,
in the abstract, wrong, as that they were irrelevant to the
situation Britain faced.

World War II was the end for Britain as a major power.
Everyone with the slightest knowledge of Churchill's
career knows of his famous assertion that he had not
become prime minister to preside over the end of empire
— but in fact that is precisely what he did.4 An already
troubled economy was driven virtually into the ground
to sustain a military effort out of all proportion to
Britain's intrinsic strength. The shattering defeats at
Japan's hands were an irreparable blow to British prestige
in the east and finally buried any hope of slowing India's
march to independence. The United States began openly
to push into Britain's Middle Eastern preserves.

Churchill fought a remarkably tenacious rearguard
action. In his memoirs he did his considerable best to
mask this aspect of Britain's war effort, and only within
the last decade have historians begun to examine it
seriously. In the twilight of his life, it was his failure to
save the Empire that he felt had robbed much of his
achievement of meaning. And yet, if he did not preserve
the glittering — and arrogant — imperial dream of "Land
of Hope and Glory," he played a crucial role, perhaps the
crucial role, in saving "England's green and pleasant
land" for whatever Jerusalem future generations might
agree to erect there.

concluded next issue

FOOTNOTES
'Cambridge, 1981.
2Colville's account can be found in Footprints in Time (Lon-

don, 1976) pp. 256-58.
3The companion was Edward Marsh, cited in Randolph

Churchill, Winston S. Churchill: Vol. II Young Statesman
1901-1914 (Boston, 1977) p. 211.

4Not specifically; it was Labour which presided over the li-
quidation of the Raj, Macmillan over the liquidation of the
African Empire; but generically the point is well taken. — Ed.
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"YOURS TILL HELL FREEZES" ...

Lord Fisher often vowed undying loyalty to Churchill, but in
the crunch, chaffing over the First Lord's determination to
see the Dardanelles through, Fisher resigned. Asquith now
Joined WSC's former friends by insisting that Winston go too,
to placate Tory critics. WSC was made Chancellor of the Duchy
of Lancaster, a post with no power. In late 1915 he left the
Government for the French front. He acquitted himself well.

A portent of
the future...
but in all of
Britain no
one could be
found who
would predict
that Winston
3. Churchill
would some-
day be cele-
brated with
Popes and
Presidents.

Said
Clementine
Churchill,
"I thought
he would
die of
grief."

But the
Dardanelles
was only
"the end
of the
beginning."
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VERDUN

•On the idle hill of summer, sleepy with the sound of streams,
Far I hear the steady drummer, Drumming like a noise In dreams.
Far and near and low and louder, on the roads of earth go by,
Dear to friends and food for powder, soldiers marching,

all to die.1

--Preface to WSC'a THE WORLD CRISIS
Prom "The Shropshire Lad"

One of the
bloodiest
engagements
of the war
took place
throughout
most of 1916,
when the
Kaiser's
Army stormed
the fortified
town of
Verdun, on
the Meuse.

This attempt
to end the
stalemate of
the trenches
ultimately
failed, but
cost nearly
35»,OOO
Allied
and 330,000
German
casualties.


