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THOUGHTS AND ADVENTURES

Crristopthrer

THE RT. HON. THE LORD SOAMES « 1920-1987

Phrases one thinks forgotten have a way of striding into the consciousness
at poignant moments. Hearing on 16 September what | didn't want to hear,
but had been warned was almost certain, namely that Christopher Soames
was dead, | recalled a line in Great Contemporaries. Asked about the de-
ceased, | paraphrased Ramsay MacDonald's remark about Arthur Bafour:
"Lord Soames," | said, "saw a great dea of life from close up."”

The truly great are marked by the violent way they react to being told that
what they are about is impossible. But Christopher Soames did not know
the meaning of the word "can't." | am sure he was told it is hard to please
one's father-in-law, let alone manage his farm, especidly if one starts with no
knowledge of farming and a father-in-law named Winston Churchill; or that
no one could succeed as envoy to DeGaulle, as Common Market Commis-
sioner, or as Governor of Rhodesia. He paid no attention and he won,
though the realist in him oft confessed (as after Britain was admitted to the
EEC) that a certain task was "a damned close-run thing."

Time and again, when his country needed shorter odds, it sent for Lord
Soames. "He flattered the members of the European Parliament (as yet
selected by their Governments and not chosen by direct election) by taking
them seriously,” wrote The Daily Telegraph. "His predecessors had tended to
read them lectures." When his EEC term ended in 1976 he was showered
with honors, but one could amost hear him, with the poet say, "l have
promises to keep, and miles to go before | sleep.”

The hardest mile of al came in 1979, when he was appointed to a six-
month term as Governor of Rhodesia, to supervise elections and to smooth
the way toward independence: a role no less fraught with peril than that of
Mountbatten as last Viceroy of India.

| don't like what happened later in Zimbabwe. Neither, it is far to record,
did a lot of observers. But it is a modern faling to criticize statesmen
from positions far removed, physicaly and mentally, from hard reality.
Lord Soames arrived at a time few not present can possibly comprehend. He
prevented desperation from evolving to disaster. Always his informality and
easygoing ways, combined with an ability to speak his mind when the situa-
tion warranted — and a wife of 33 years who won the affection of everyone
she met — carried the day. In Salisbury, a month from independence, with
things looking blacker than ever, as he sipped a glass of Pol Roger — the only
Champagne, his father-in-law had convinced him — someone asked him
how much longer the negotiations would take. "Thirty days," replied
Christopher Soames, "because, by gad, | have only 30 bottles of Pol Roger
left!" As ever, he was as good as his word.

Addressing ICS in 1985, he cdled Sir Winston "the man | loved most in
my life" and said how grateful he was "to those in the Society, who work
hard and put a lot into it, one way or another, keeping his memory green."
Generous words from the man who had been 20 years Sir Winston's loyal
friend, including that time when the PM was ill, and impatient pygmies
bayed for him to go. Christopher, of course thought of those years not as
work but fun: "Especially for me, who had the luck to marry this pretty gd,
and to have thrown in the joy of serving her father."

The object of his affection told me on 27 September, "His ashes were
placed in Papa's grave" — one last promise Christopher meant to' keep, and
one that evokes a promise in return. The next Finest Hour will celebrate Lord
Soames' career, and particularly his relations with Sir Winston.

Duty, honor, country, family — this was the stuff of life to Christopher
Soames. And though we his friends are disconsolate, and sad, so sad
without him, we are glad that he lived his to the full, and that we were there
to know him on his journey.

RML




Interrational Datelines

ERRATA & ADDENDA

Please note the following corrections to
the previous issue, Number 56 ...

P.3: The umbrella title of the new
Companion Volumes is The Churchill
Papers 1939-1965 (not -1945), as on p8.

P. 10: Churchill's uniform is that of a
Privy Councillor, not the Army (see also
Mr. Oliver'sletter, "Despatch Box," page
28). Prof. Callahan's initial is"A."

P.15: The Vimy monument on stamps
at lower left is, of course, to the galant
Canadians who made the fourth capture
of Vimy Ridge in April 1917. (Unlike the
three earlier Allied captures, this one
stuck.) While it is true that US colors
were first carried into battle at that at-
tack, it occurs to me that these stamps
belong on a different page.

P.21: The correct spelling at the center
column, top is "Strathcona."

P.23: It hardly needs repeating that
"Basingstoke" has no double sl —Hdir

COVER 29 HONORS LADY

CHURCHILL
LONDON, 12 DECEMBER 1987 — | CS will issue
its 29th commemorative cover in
memory of Lady Churchill. The cachet
carries two portraits of the great lady, a
1974 photo, and the 1940 painting by
WSC, along with a moving poetic
tribute. Our usual explanatory suffer is
inside.

If you received the previous cover 28
(Abdication of Edward VIII, December
1986), you are on the list and will receive
this one automatically. If not, please
send a postcard to David Marcus, 221
Pewter Lane, Silver Spring MD 20904.
(In UK or Australia, order from your
Branch office) You will then be on the
automatic list for future covers as long as
you are an ICS member.

PREVIOUS COVERS
AVAILABLE

28. Abdication of Edward VIII 10Dec86
27. Fulton Speech 40th Anniv. 27Jun86
26. WW?2 Victory, London 2Sep85
26a. As above, Washington postmark
25. Victory-Europe 40th 8May 85
25a. As above, Dominica stamps/pmk.

24. Escape from Boers 85th Anniv. 1984
23. Battle of Bulge 40th Anniv. 26Dec84
*22. D-Day 40th Anniv. 6Jun84
21. WSC-CSC 75th Wedding 12Sep83
20. El Alamein 40th Anniv. 4Nov82

To order write a personal cheque
payable to ICS for US$3, C$4, A$4, UK
£2 postpaid (includes airmail to UK-NZ-
Australia). Send to ICS Stores, 134 N.
Woodlawn, Lima, Ohio 45805 USA.
Please do not order back-issue covers
from national Branch offices.

Some earlier covers are available in
limited quantity; inquire please.

PAUL ROBINSON

ESU CHAIRMAN
CHICAGD, JLY — ICS congratulates a
distinguished member, Paul Heron
Robinson, Jr., formerly U.S. Am-
bassador to Canada, Fellow of the
Society and Trustee of the Churchill
Literary Foundation, who takes up a
new and vital task: chairman of the
English-Speaking Union of the United
States. Succeeding S. Dillon Ripley, the
Ambassador joins a list of past chairmen
which includes Anne L. Armstrong,
Kingman Brewster, Lewis Douglas,
Dwight Eisenhower and John Hay
Whitney.

Ambassador Robinson (right), with William C.
Ives and Arlene Druckman at Chicago Chapter
luncheon, Chicago Club, 18 May.

Mr. Robinson heads the Chicago
brokerage firm of Robinson, Inc., which
is represented in five U.S. cities, Britain,
Australia and New Zealand. Of Cana-
dian ancestry, he was born and brought
up in Chicago — he could say, as Chur-
chill once did, "I am mysdf an English-
Speaking Union."

He has served on the executive board
of the Chicago council of the Boy
Scouts, is a member of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, the Capitol Hill

4

Club and Army-Navy Club in Wash-
ington, and the Chicago Club. He mar-
ried the former Martha C. Bidwel in
1953. The Robinsons have one daughter,
Virginia Louise, and live in Lake BIuff,
[llinois. Paul also serves as chairman of
the Chicago Chapter of the Interna-
tional Churchill Society.

STERLING SILVER
PERFORMANCE
BASINGSTOKE, ENGLAND, AUGUST — Warm
congratulations to our longtime UK
director Geoffrey Wheeler, and
Christine Wheeler, "who has been with
me al the way," on the 25th Anniver-
sary of their electrical business. Begun in
1962 when Geoffrey borrowed £50 to
buy a van, Wheelers now occupy a
2000-sguare-foot area with a fulltime gtaff
of 20. Among their clients have been
Lord Pembroke, who engaged them to
floodlight Wilton Place before the wed-
ding of Prince Charles and Princess
Diana; Lord Porchester, who called them
in for the same job at Highclere Castle
for The Queen; and ICS Hon. Member

Sir John Colville.

Geoffrey Wheeler (right) with Vice Chairman for
Canadian Affars George Temple at the Reform
Club ICS Dinner for Robert Hardy, Sept. 4th.

"When you need help, ask a busy
man." | certainly needed help when, in
1982, | asked Geoffrey to meet an
emergency by filling a gaping void.
ActiveintheLions, St. John Ambulance
Brigade, the Chamber of Commerce and
the vintage film hobby, his spare-time
commitments were already vast. But fill
it he did. For five years now he has
served the Society, and the memory of
Sir Winston, with loyalty and devotion.
Thank-you, Geoffrey. _RML




U.K. 1986 TREASURY REPORT
(See last issue for other reports)
INCOME

Brought forward from 1985 . . £1,387.72
Membership subscriptions .... 2,360.00
GreetingCard Sales . . . . . . . . 208.59
Other sales, FHs, etc . . ... ... .. 147.80
AGM Incomeincluding sales .. . 340.50
£4,444.61
EXPENSES
To USA for Finest Hour. . . . . £1,000.00
AGM Expenses .. .. ... ... ... 379.34
ICS Stores Purchases . . . . . . . .. 136.75
Finet Hour UK postage . . . . . .. 126.04
Miscellaneous postage . . . . . . . . . 54.96
Printing/stationery. . ... ... | 25.80
Everest grave maintenance . . . . 23.00
Bladon wreath . ... ... ... .. . . 11.00
Bank charges . .. . ... . 10 0]
£1,761.72

CARRIED FORWARD: £2,682.72

OTHER CLUB ELECTIONS
TORONTO, 19 MAY — Murray Milne was
elected to succeed Pat Cassels as presi-
dent of ICS/Toronto; Bernie Webber is
vice-president, and John Plumpton was
reaffirmed in his current role of Program
Coordinator. John announced a com-
mitment by ICS to supply the annual
awards for York University and the
University of Toronto Hart House
Debates Committee for the next five
years. He will pursue the placing of an ar-
ticle on Churchill and Canada (FH44) in
the newdletter of the Military Institute,
to promote interest in ICS.

There is considerable member support
for holding three meetings per year, and
the directors are now working on that
basis. The winter program will include
an educational discussion on the origins
of the original Other Club by John.

If members have any program sugges-
tions, anecdotes, memorabilia or other
material to share, Mr. Milne will be
pleased to hear from them. His new ad-
dress is 30 Dunvegan Drive, Richmond
Hill, Ont. L4C 6K1, telephone 886-1491.

THREE NEW ICS CHAPTERS
Responding to the editor's call for local
organization in areas of dense member-
ship, four members have offered to lead
three new ICS chapters. If you would
like to help, and meet interesting people
who share your Churchillian interest,
please contact the following:

Connecticut: Harvey W. Greisman,
93 Richard Place, Fairfield CT 06430
(home telephone 255-6593) is a public
relations specialist and a Churchill book

collector. He will contact all
members shortly.

New York City: Charles Wolfe, Op-
penheimer Tower, 200 Liberty Street,
New York NY 10281 (office telephone
667-7868) held a black tie celebration in
honour of Sir Winston at Cafe Gary,
East 73rd Street on 29 October, attended
by a number of members and friends.

Charles is joined by Alfred J. Lurie,
450 East 63rd St, Apt 8A, NY 10021, in
this organizational effort. We hope a
strong chapter for our over-100 area
members will soon be a reality.

San Francisco: Edwin Donaldson-
Clarke, PQ Box 639, Menlo Park CA
94026 hopes to establish a strong chapter
in the Bay Area, with its 50,000 British
transplants. Edwin will be contacting the
local British-American Club with a view
toward joint activities. Bay Area mem-
bers are urged to contact him, and to
help.

area

HO-HUM AND 72777 DEPT.
DAVID IRVING ON
CHURCHILL: IAGO'S HISTORY
OF OTHELLO
BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA, 17 SEPTEMBER — Herr
Hitler did not know his Nazis were wip-
ing out gx million Jews; Churchill was a
drunken coward who prolonged the war
to keep himsdf in power; WSC knew
through Intelligence when London was
going to be bombed and made sure he

was out of town.

Yes folks, step right up, getcher true
facts about Churchill, offered up by
noted muckraker David Irving in Chur-
chill's War (Veritas Press, Bullsbrook, W.
Australia) — 600 pages based on private
diaries of Cabinet colleagues and newly
released British archives. "The only
good words | can realy say about Chur-
chill are that he was a magnificent orator
and a wonderful writer," Irving remarks.
"Nearly everything else that has been
said about him is a myth — one that
others of his era have been perpetuating
to protect themselves." Oboy, how'll we
ever protect ourselves now our cover's
blown?

"CHURCHILL'S WAR"

Yessr, ladeez and gents, count on
good oP Doctor Irving for the true scoop.
Why did you know that Churchill set his
sights on the Prime Ministership in 1932,
after he'd been snubbed by Hitler? That
he was aided by the international Jewish-
South African conspiracy to sabotage an
honest understanding of Germany's

needs? That al Hitler wanted from Bri-
tain after Dunkirk was Germany's col-
onies back? That WSC, being of mixed
blood, was a dupe of the ravenous
United States? (I would not be surprised
to learn that the American lives shed in
the same war were offered up by the
same satanic cabal that gave us Chur-
chill.)

Gawd, it's boring.

Irving's technique is well-known — too
well-known. After his other hatchet
jobs, the same tired stuff is simply dull.
This is not scholarly revisionist history
of the type marked by R.W. Thompson
or even Francis Neilson (FH55/53/51).
Littered with misprints, it makes errors
one can only describe as ... dumb.
(Klaus Fuchs is said to have defected to
East Germany with British atomic
secrets) The only thing about it that
rings true is what Irving told an
Australian audience about Churchill: "I
hate him."

Anybody who could survive Alan-
brooke and A.J.P. Taylor ought to be
able to handle David Irving. Winston
does.

"Despite a flurry of blows from dl
directions . . . Churchill is too large a
figure to be diminished in pinpricks,"
writes La Trobe University political lec-
turer Robert Manne in Melbourne Age.
"Perhaps this is what nettles Irving most
deeply. What he has written is lago's
history of Othello."

Or, as WSC himsdlf put it: "When the
eagles are silent the parrots begin to jab-
ber." -RML

IN FUTURE COMPANIONS?
LONDON, i FEBRUARY — The Queen was so
upset with the 1954 Royal Film Perfor-
mance of "Beau Brummel," which she
thought poked fun at her ancestor
George 1V, that she caled in the PM for
a good hiding. Churchill's personal
papers reveal that he ordered the Board
of Trade to improve the quality of films.
The 1956 film was "To Catch A Thief
starring Cary Grant and Grace Kdlly.
BoT permanent secretary Sir Frank Lee
wrote triumphantly to Churchill, "Her
Majesty enjoyed the filmI' The details
came in papers made public under the
30-year law. '

NORTHERN OHIO CHAPTER
MORELAND HILLS, OHIO, 20 JUNE — Bill and
Sue Truax hosted a meeting at which Dr.
Jesse Hutchinson donated a British
Union Fag and sculptor Bill McVey
brought a spare bronze cigar from his




Martin Gilbert al

-V ancouver

The Churchill Society of B.C. Ninth Annual Dinner

Toastmaster Derek Lukin Johnston, Martin
Gilbert, Mark Steven & Frank Smyth. SWSCS
9th Annual Dinner, Vancouver Club, 14 May.

VANCOUVER, 14 MAY — The Sir Winston
Churchill Society of British Columbia
was honoured tonight by Professor Mar-
tin Gilbert as guest of honour at our
Ninth Annual Banquet. The black tie
dinner was held in the prestigious Van-
couver Club, and the view of the har-
bour with the North Shore mountains
behind complimented a most magnifi-
cent evening.

Martin Gilbert has spent 25 years (half
his life) researching and writing about Sir
Winston. With this impressive back-
ground and experience, he was emi-
nently qualified to speak. His talk was
one of the best our Society has ever ex-

BY FRANK J. SMYTH, VICE-PRESIDENT, WSCSBC

M.G. examines the "talking stick" with Mark
Steven, retiring Pres. SWSCS, and past pres. Nor-
man Faiers, our 1986 ICS convention chairman.

perienced, filled with humour and keen
analysis.

This writer and our president, Mark
Steven, were privileged to spend a good
deal of time with Professor Gilbert, and
it was soon obvious to us that he com-
bines the skill of an investigator with the
tenacity of a bulldog. He related, for ex-
ample, how he discovered the secret of
locating blind memos, stored in massive
archives, which reveal details of WSC's
wartime decisions and directions which
eluded other researchers.

Martin Gilbert is a renowned writer of
Jewish history and author of The
Holocaust. He is active in world councils

Martin Gilbert addresses the audience of 180, a
speech new President Frank Smyth cdls "one of
the best our Society has ever experienced."

on Human Rights and, returning to
England, stopped in the USA to receive
an honorary doctorate in history from
Columbia, to visit Washington, and to
address the United Nations. He writes 20
letters a day to Soviet dissidents and
telephones Russia daily — . busy
schedule of a multi-talented man.

Martin Gilbert's visit to Vancouver
was memorable, and we eagerly await a
return, when he can again enthrall us
with the legendary deeds and action of
the man we revere, and to whose
memory and ideals our Society is
dedicated.

Further details opposite

Northern Ohio, continued

Washington, DC statue of Churchill.
Bill said he modeled the stogie from a
genuine one which WSC Iégt in
Cleveland in 1929. It was saved by the
sister of Kay Halle, a member of the
Society who was the key mover in
WSC's honorary US citizenship.

Professor Al Cohoe of Ohio Northern
University applied his psychology exper-
tise to a fascinating analysis of
Churchill's character, refuting the
overemphasis on WSC's "Black Dog" or
depression. He contends that depression
is as norma to human personality as
happiness, and that "the achieved" have
more reason to experience it.

Al spoke of WSC being an "inner
directed" person — "he adjusted no

behavior to any situation." He held no
grudges, he was able to learn from
others. A creative man, he looked at
situations from different perspectives. He
had the outlook of a child, a fresh sense
of appreciation for al things, and an
ability to enjoy the smalest of things.
There was never any hint of scandal in
his lifetime. He simply did the right thing

— period. -BILLTRUAX
SECOND BATTLE OF BLENHEIM
WOODSTOCK, OXFORD, 10 MAY — Lady

Soames, Lord King of Wartnaby and Sir
Mark Wienberg hope to raise a £2
million endowment for the repair and
perpetual preservation of Blenheim, add-
ing to £1.5 million aready given the
fund by the Duke of Marlborough. A
bust of WSC by Clare Sheridan, given
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by Lady Soames, will be displayed at the
Churchill exhibit with the names of 80
benefactors.

The upkeep of Blenheim is monumen-
tal: since 1950, stonework alone has cost
£1.5 million and £2 million more is need-
ed; the Palace needs rewiring (£230,000)
and the lake dredging (£300,000). The
present discreet appeal is being directed
towards those with charitable trusts of
their own, but if you are interested, your
letter will be forwarded by the editor.

LINK WITH GROUCHO
LONDON, 27 NOVEMBER 196 — Debrett Goes
to Hollywood, by Charles Kidd, reveads
that WSC and Groucho Marx were con-
nected by marriage. We are not sur-
prised, but we prefer Winston's Havanas
to Groucho's El Ropos. .




Churchill and Canada
Precis of Martin Gilbert's Address

BY DEREK LUKIN JOHNSTON

FROFESECR Gilbert gave to the audience of
about 180 a brilliant speech, ac-
complishing the remarkable feat of
covering the Great Man's long career, in-
terspersed with many anecdotes and
quotations, in about 45 minutes.

He began by saying that though he'd
never met Churchill, after 25 years as
assistant and then chief biographer, he
fdt he knew him as wdl as if he had been
personally close.

Yet the paths of their lives once
distantly crossed. During the evacuation
of children to Canada during 1940, the
second of the ships, in which the young
boy Gilbert was a passenger, was sunk
with the loss of 77 children's lives,
Gilbert, happily, not among them.
Churchill then put a firm stop to
overseas evacuations. In April 1944,
when the Mauretania was scheduled to
sal from New York carrying only about
half her capacity in troops, WSC
directed that those women and children
who wished to return to Britain might
occupy the vacant space. Gilbert was
among these.

Martin Gilbert made many references
to Churchill's long association with
Canada and its people, which gave much
pleasure to his audience. During his 1901
lecture tour, WSC wrote his mother
from Winnipeg: "Behind this city thereis
an enormous wheatfield, 980 miles long
and 230 miles wide." [Laughter.]

As a host to the 1908 London Imperia
Conference, WSC welcomed the Cana-
dian delegates: "Canada has a great
potential, a great future, and a great
range of hope." From the trenches on
the Western Front he described araid on
the German lines: "The Canadians were
grinning from ear to ear. Wonderful
fellowd!" .

Gilbert has known al the Churchill
children (save Marigold, who died in
1921), and said they'd al told him what a
wonderful atmosphere there had been in
their home. He drew on Randolphs
reminiscences for entertaining stories of
their 1929 trans-Canada trip. Fishing off
Victoria, no one got a bite save Ran-
dolph, who hooked three times but fals
ed to bring in any fish. "Never mind’-
said WSC, "Tis better to have hooked
and lost than never to have hooked at
al."

During the long tragedy of the
Wilderness Y ears, when WSC was out of
office and unheeded, a strange incident
occurred. In 1938, an anti-Hitler Ger-
man general asked Churchill to write a
letter of warning he could show his
fdlow officers. The result was a near-
prophesy. The war, Churchill wrote,
would be "fought out like the last one, to
the bitter end; and you and your col-
leagues must consider, not what might
happen in the firs few months, but
where we should dl be at the end of the
third or fourth year . . . Believe me also,
the worse the air dlaughter at the begin-
ning, caused by you, the more inexpiable
would be the war to follow."

Gilbert said he could not summarise in
a fev minutes the course of WSC's war
leadership, which had consumed over
2000 pages of the biography. But he
noted Churchill's special appreciation of
Canada's part, through her forces, finan-
cial aid, and the "marvelous" flow of
food and supplies across the Atlantic.

He aso mentioned the disastrous (ex-
cept for lessons learnt) raid on Dieppe in
August 1942, of which WSC was not in-
formed beforehand, was in Cairo when it
occurred, and received too favourable a
report on his return. When he read the

~ full details he was aghast at the bungled

planning, the heavy loss of Canadian
lives and the evasion of responsibility by
senior officers. He directed that there-
after any project of such importance
should be reviewed by him before it was
put into execution. However, Gilbert
had never found any instance in which
Churchill had over-ridden the con-
sidered opinion of his chiefs of gaff. (See
adso Professor Callahan's article this
issue)

Despite the 1945 Tory defeat, Chur-
chill was glad Ernest Bevin was foreign
secretary. He had begun to understand
the duplicity and aggressiveness of
Stalin's foreign policy, and in this he sup-
ported Labour. Thus, on becoming
Prime Minister again in 1951, he fdt that
the warnings he had given were by then
accepted as a general principle.

Another Candian story concerned a
huge hydro-electric project on the
Hamilton River in Labrador, for which
Premier Joey Smallwood of New-
foundland had sought Churchill's advice

on its financing. WSC sent Smallwood
to see the Rothschilds, with arecommen-
dation for their support, which they
gave. On the day of WSC's funera,
Smallwood and Edmund de Rothschild
left St. Paul's together. Smallwood
turned to Rothschild and said, "I've
made a decision during the service: "It's
going to be called Churchill Falls."

Although Churchill retired from ac-
tive politicsin April 1955, he retained his
capacity for prophetic vision. When
President Eisenhower criticised him for
hoping for some sort of ultimate agree-
ment with the Soviets, Churchill wrote
him in July 1955: ". .. It is my belief
today that so long as we do not relax our
unity or vigilance, the Soviet and the
Russian people will be increasingly con-
vinced that it is in their interest to live
peaceably with us ..." — a prescient
forecast," as Professor Gilbert, remarked,
of what may be happening under Gor-
bachev today.

In 1965, The Queen commanded that
Churchill should have a State Funeral —
the first for a commoner since the Duke
of Wellington's in 1852. Before he died,
Churchill had made the wistful com-
ment: "l should like there to be plenty of
bands." Indeed there were — five in al.

The last decade of Churchill's life was
a sad one, with old age and infirmity
casting a harsh shadow. But he was sur-
rounded by the love and warmth of his
family. Gilbert ended his speech with
letters that two of his children wrote to
their father shortly before he died. The
first, from Randolph, read in part:

"My dear Papa,

"Power must fly -and vanish; glory,
which is achieved by a just exercise d"
power, which itsdf is accumulated by
genius, toil, courage and sdf-sacrifice —
glory alone remains. Your glory is en-
shrined forever on the unperishable
plinth of your achievements, and can
never be destroyed or tarnished — it will
grow for centuries.”

The second was from Mary, today our
Patron, hersdf a very remarkable lady:

"My darling Papa,

"In addition to the fedling a daughter
has for a loving and generous father, |
owe you what every Englishman,
woman and child does — Liberty itsdf.
Thank-you."

Martin Gilbert received prolonged
applause and a standing ovation, with
al those present fedling that they had
never heard a more memorable eulogy to
Sir Winston. .




John Kenneth Galbraith

The Companion Volumes. An Appreciation

Never has one man written so many words so wl
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RUBLISHERS as dl authors will tell you, regularly publish books
in deep secret, and considering the quality of much of the
stuff that gets into print these days, one can only be grateful.
But there are occasions when this compulsive commitment
to overclassification denies the public interesting reading
matter, as in the case of the CIA, the National Security
Agency, and, possibly, the officid communications concerning
Ms. Midge Costanza. The biggest loss of which | know isthe 13
books of Winston Churchill's papers, so far published in excep-
tionally clandestine fashion. I've never encountered anyone,
the publisher apart, who knows about them, although there
must be a fair number of students of modern British and Euro-
pean history who have heard distantly of the books and are
sorry their library cannot afford them. The production to date
costs $700 and requires around four feet of shelf space. In-

As Martin Gilbert commences Volume 1

of "The Churchill Papers 1939-1965" under the
auspices of ICS and the Churchill Literary Foundation,

a celebrated economist and historian praises the
enduring value of the "Companion Volumes'

dividual volumes can be purchased, but | fed genuinely sorry
for anyone who doesn't have access to them all. Certainly
anyone of the requisite literacy who is being rewarded by the
present rush of sympathy for the rich should get al the books
for himsdf or hersdf.

The production, as again | prefer to cal the Officid Biog-
raphy, is a double-track operation consisting (so far) of
seven main volumes of extracts from Churchill's public and
private letters, speeches, and officid papers and from the
responding communications and comment, al linked together
by a highly competent and readable narrative that tells where
Churchill was at the time and of the political, personal, or
literary context. Then on the second track are up to three
companion volumes per volume, consisting of letters to and
from Churchill, more of his officid papers, and a great many




letters and documents from the archives of contemporaries,
expressing views, invariably strong and often adverse, on
Churchill's personality or judgment.

These companion volumes | liked the best of al. Up to 1914,
seven books in dl, the editor was Randolph Churchill. After
his death by various self-destructive assaults in 1968, the job
was taken over by Martin Gilbert. The senior Churchill,
wherever he is, should be reflecting on his extraordinary luck
in both editors.

| was hooked by these volumes before they were published
when Randolph Churchill showed up in Cambridge one day
with the manuscripts on his father's early parliamentary
career and asked me to look at that part of his connective
tissue having to do with economics. In those days, Winston
Churchill was heavily involved with tariff policy — he was a
deeply committed free trader — as he was later with Lloyd
George in the pathbreaking first steps on socid insurance and
the welfare state. 1 read the economics parts and al the rest
aswdll.

Some of the fascination is in the history itsdf. More is in the
political and bureaucratic conflict that swirled constantly
around Churchill and of which he was truly a master. His
mastery of these terrible arts depended partly on a very
commonplace qualification: a truly fearsome certainty that he
was completely right. Nothing else, I've often thought, is so
important for winning battles in Washington. The men who
wanted to bomb North Vietnam were absolutely certain that
it would end the war. Those who were opposed only doubted
it. Churchill's confidence did not desert him even when he
was irretrievably wrong, as in his belief that the old guard
feudatories who fought the Bolshevists &fter the revolution —

Churchill's fearsome
certainty did

not desert him, even
when he was

irretrievably wrong.

Denikin, Kolchak, Wrangel, et a - were on the wave of the
future and that British India was forever. Churchill lost these
battles, and he also lost some when he was right. He has been
greatly' blamed as chancellor of the exchequer for bringing
Britain back to the gold standard in 1925 at the prewar price of
gold and the prewar parity with the dollar. British goods, coa
in particular, when bought with the expensive pounds were
not competitive with those of foreign producers. So British
prices had to come down, and one consequence was the
General Strike of the following year. Churchill, these papers
show, was rightly and deeply suspicious of the officid,
orthodox, and establishment pressure that forced this decision.
He resisted it nearly to the end and regretted later that on
economics his self-assurance was not as great as on other

John Kenneth Galbraith is the author of The Age of Uncertanty and
other books. This article, gppeared in his book s A Vlew From The
Sands (Houghton Mifflin), and is repubhshed with permission.

Thi's extraordinary
writing exists
because Churchill's
career antedated
the use of the telephone.

matters. Here are his thoughts, as of 1927, on the financia
mind at work, functioning (so to speak) as mostly it still does in
the United States today:

... Thefinancid policy of Great Britain Snce the war has been di-
rected by the Governor of the Bank of England and digtinguished
Treasury permanent offidas who . . . have pursued inflexibly a gtrict,
rigid, highly particularist line of action, entirdy satisfactory when
judged from within the sphere in which they move and for which they
are repongble, and dmog entirdy unsatisfactory in its reactions
upon the wider socid, industrial and political gpheres.

But the greater element in Churchill's power was his use of
language as a weapon. And that, in the end, is what makes
these books so wonderful. That so many millions of words
came from one man in one lifetime is remarkable but not,
perhaps, totally astonishing. That was because Chuirchill had
a history-writing machine that kept on producing (and also
making a great deal of money), even when he was in the most
demanding of ministerial offices. He also used assistants, even
for his more casual articles. What was remarkable was his
ability to make things vital, to implant an air of great excite-
ment in what he wrote himself and in what others had drafted
for his amendment and revision. Partly this depended on his
ability (and aso, one presumes, on that of his g&ff) to find,
select, and organize information so that even the most hostile
opponent would be attracted by the instruction involved.
Partly it depended on inventive, if often extravagant and some-
times reckless, use of adjective and metaphor. Partly it de-
pended on the power, resource, and flow of the language itsdf.
Here he is on the BBC in 1935 opposing legidation to accord
greater self-government to India

Sr Samud Hoare has thrust upon Parliament the mogt bulky Bill
ever known. If it was as luminous &s it is voluminous, it would
indeed command respect. But what is this India Home Rule Bill? | will
tel you. It is a gigantic quilt of jumbled crochet work. There is no
theme; there is no pattern; there is no agreement; there is no con-
viction; there is no amplicity; there is no courage. It is a monstrous
monument of shame built by pygmies.

In 1953, Churchill received the Nobel Prize in Literature.
It's hard to think of any misfortune for any politician so
honored that would be as devastating as the release of his
officid prose. Churchill survives.

We have al of this extraordinary writing because Churchill's
career, or much of it, antedated the political and bureaucratic
use of the telephone. Politicians and public servantsin his time
persuaded one another by letter and memorandum. Chur-
chill's telephone transcripts would not have been nearly so
good. Henry Kissnger is standing himself to considerable
legal costs to keep his from being published. On purely Ilterary
grounds he is probably right.




Truths and
Heresies:
That Famous
"Wanted"

Poster ,
The Lagt Word

BY DALTON NEWFIELD
IN FINEST HOUR #32
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The handwritten reward
in Afrikaans ’

"™

The typesat trandation

ONE of the most ubiquitous items in the fiedd of Churchilliana
is the "£25 Reward" poster represented as being issued by the
Boers after WSC's escape from Pretoria. It very possibly ap-
pears in more books and periodicals than any one picture of
WSC; it is on display at Chartwell and "original" copies are
sold at high prices in quite reputable shops.

There are three sections to this poster: The handwritten
reward offer, in Afrikaans, signed by "Lodk. de Haas" as
Secretary for the Sub-Commission (for the Preservation of
Peace and Order in Pretoria), Fifth Division. The second sec-
tion is atranslation into English, and this is typeset. The third
section, which does not appear on the "original" copies up for
sde, reads: "NOTE: The Original Reward for the arrest of
Winston Churchill on his escape from Pretoria, posted on the
Government House of Pretoria, brought to England by the
Hon. Henry Masham, and is now the property of W.R.
Burton." Let us discuss these in reverse order for clarity:

The "NOTE" indicates that there was, originaly, but one
copy of the notice. Considering the state of the printer's art in

1899 and the fact that this is handwritten, it is highly unlikely
that it would have been reproduced by the Boers at all. Yet
every one of these posters we have seen is identical in the hand-
written section.

Attached to the poster in Chartwell, dated London,
December 26, 1944, is a note by Lod. D. DeHaas (his correct
name) stating, "The correct English rendering is not 'on behalf
of the Specia Constable to anyone' but 'to the Special Con-
stable who ..." In other words, the offer was made to the police
and not to the general public." The NOTE obviously was not
part of the original document.

What then, about the Translation? My early questions were:
Why was the Translation printed, while the notice was hand-
written? Would it be reasonable for the Boers to &fix an
English translation — would anyone who could not read
Afrikaans, but could read English be expected to turn in an
escaped Britisher?

There appears no answer to the first question. The answer to
the second is, "generally no — but." There were indeed a




Arrival of the excgped desperado: "l reached
Durban to find mysdf a popular hero," he wrote.

| wes received as if | had won a gredt victory."

s

number of Americans and Europeans (particularly Germans)
who fought with the Boers and against the British. But taken
with the NOTE, it appears obvious that the Translation was
added by Masham or Burton to facilitate the display of the

poster.

The presumption is that only the handwritten portion could
be original. For help in this area we appealed to C.R. Swart,
former President of the Republic of South Africa. He, in turn,
requested that the Director of Archives Department of Na-
tional Education, Pretoria, look into the matter for him.

The Director (we regret we cannot read his signature) re-
ported after a long interval to Mr. Swart that a thorough and
extensive research was made, but "no such document, or even
mention of such a reward, was found in the Transvaal
Archives Depot or in the holdings of the 'Staats Model
School' " Further, he reported, the De Volkstem, which was
published daily in Pretoria during that time . .. makes no
reference of a reward offered for Churchill's arrest.”

This might tie with de Haas' statement that the reward was

offered to the police only and would tend to confirm that
there was never more than one copy made. But what of the
authenticity of that copy?

The Director stated, "The name of L. DeHaas is not included
in the lig of members of the Subcommission for the Preserve-
tion of Peace and Order in Pretoria which appeared in De
Volkstem on the 6th October, 1899." According to the Officid
Biography, Vol. 1, p. 498, the reward was issued on 18
December 1899, DeHaas might have been secretary at the
time. He further states, "No mention is made in the 'Rules and
Regulations of the Subcommission’, which was published in
the Staats Courant (18th, 22nd, and 29th November 1839)
under Government Notice 571, that the sub-commission had
the power to offer rewards." (Italics mine.)

In view of his history, Mr. Swart's comment deserves the
most serious consideration. After a statement in which he
describes the Archives d&ff as professional, well-informed and
studious, he states, "It seems clear that the poster was not
officid but merely the prank of some minor officid. The £25
reward seems ridiculous and the 'alive or dead' would be quite
contrary to the spirit and procedure of our Government at that
time. Furthermore, no minor officid would have been used to
issue such a notice in his own handwriting."

In summary, it would appear that DeHaas, for reasons of his
own and which we may never now know, scribbled the poster
and put it up on Government House, from which it was taken
by Masham, sold or given to Burton, who added the transla-
tion and the note and displayed the whole. To this point, it
was a harmless prank and achieved what it set out to do: to
provide a humorous touch to the whole &fair.

But it was apparently then copied without investigation,
shown elsewhere, usualy without the NOTE (which would
have destroyed its credibility), and reproduced in hundreds of
books and periodicals since, without question!

Unfortunately, it has aso been sold as an original, with the
translation but without the note, for very high prices. In 1974,
an ICS member purchased an "original” from one of the most
reputable and respected dealers in Churchilliana for £300. We
asked this dealer to comment on our information and he re-
plied "... | fear that | cannot offer any further information."
He had, undoubtably, also been fooled.

One more question: Where is Burton's copy, the sole
origina?

And one postscript: There is current, printed in English, a
poster headed REWARD / £25 / IN STERLING. This is
flagrant humbug, from top to bottom, where De Haas' name
is misspelled!

A copy of this blatant fraud was sent by the London
auctioneer, Phillips, to the successor to The Morning Post, The
Daily Telegraph, which published it. But a typographer, Eric
Ferguson, then pointed out that one of the typefaces em-
ployed, Gill Sans Bold, was not designed by Eric Gill until
1928 — some 29 years after WSC's escape. .

The editor would gppreciate the comments of readers on this subject,
particularly their andyses of any copies of the pogter in their posses
sion. For the full account of the great escape, see London to Ladysmith
viaPretoria (Woods A4), whichisavallablefor $18 from the | CS Chur-
chill Book Club.
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"Collected Works"

They're back again.
The question is
are they for you?

BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

THE RECENT resurfacing of the
34-volume Collected Works of Sr Winston
Churchill, offered in these pages and late-
ly by Sotherans and Josephs in London,
occasioned avid, acquisitive interest
among hibliophiles. But when Chur-
chillbooks received a letter from a Los
Angeles client, offering to barter his
precious first editions for the Works, |
wrote to dissuade him from a step | was
sure he would regret. In the sure
knowledge that others share his impulse
— and as the bookseller responsible for
the three-year effort which ended in their
rediscovery — | write to say that the Col-
lected Works are not for everybody. Their
history is a fascinating but sordid tale.

"A GREAT VENTURE"

In 1973 on the eve of the Churchill
Centenary, word broke of the first col-
lected edition of Sir Winston's books,
edited by Frederick Woods, published by
the Library of Imperial History in Lon-
don, limited to an edition of "no more
than 3000 copies," and sdling for a
princely £945, then about $2500.

Aesthetically, the set was magnificent:
handbound in natural cdfskin vellum
with the titling in 22 ct. gold, gilt-edged
with each book in a deep green dipcase
stamped with the Churchill Arms,
printed on special 500-year archival
paper with marbled endpapers. The
specifications were titanic: five million
words in 19,000 pages, weighing 90
pounds, 4/2 feet long.

To achieve publication, 11 publishing
houses in Great Britain, the United
States and Canada agreed to release
their individual copyrights for 3000 sets
only, and that no other complete edition
of Churchill's works would be published

The Sordid History

until the expiration of international
copyright in 2019.

The Works were promoted with a set of
impressive testimonials. Lady Churchill,
who wrote the Foreword to Volume I,
said the books would have given Sir
Winston, "enormous pleasure." She
presented the firsd set to Prime Minister
Edward Heath, who called it "a great
venture which will a once mark the
centenary of his birth and preserve the
memory of his life and his writing for
future generations." Lord Avon referred
to "this splendid edition." John Diefen-
baker said it was "the finest tribute there
could be." Sir Robert Menzies wished it
"great success," and Prime Minister Nor-
man Kirk of New Zealand said that free
men everywhere would "cherish these
wonderful volumes."

REACTIONS

Quite a set of recommendations. Yet
opinion among bibliophiles was less
uniformly enthusiastic, and not long in
coming — notably in Finest Hour, over
the byline of editor Dalton Newfield.

In issue 29 of December 1973, under
the heading "Triumph? No, Tragedy!",
Newfidd said the Works were "tragic
news. Thousands of Churchillophiles
and students of the Great Man's life will
never own this wonderful work, indeed
few will ever even see it: Few libraries
will find $2500 for an edition so expen-
sive that they cannot give it general cir-
culation. Up to now there has been no
library in which one could find all of Sir
Winston's works, and this edition bids
far to change the situation hardly at
al." ;

By limiting the edition to 3000,
Newfield continued, the publishers

12

"reveal their hand completely.” The
Works were "obviously canted toward
the speculator, and even the claim that 'a
substantial part of the proceeds . . . will
be used to further the work of the Chur-
chill Centenary Trust, Churchill College
Cambridge and the Winston Churchill
Foundation in the United States' helps
very little. 3000 x $2500 = $7,500,000
and for that kind of money the pro-
moters can (and obviously have) said 'to
hell with ordinary people." There is no
valid reason why the plates could not be
used on ordinary paper, in ordinary bind-
ing, for an ordinary profit in addition
to the deluxe binding, except that the
deluxe could not be sold for such an in-
ordinate price if this were done."
Newfield ventured to hope that the
publishers might see fit to issue in-
dividual volumes in ordinary bindings:
"How fine it would be to have even a
reprint of Mr. Brodrick's Army on the
shef!" (This thin hope was not, as he ex-
pected, satisfied, but we were al gainers:
Dalton went on to publish himsaf
beautiful facsmiles of Brodrick and Free
Trade which are ill available today.)
"What pains most isthat it is al so un-
Churchillian," Newfield concluded.
"WSC was not unconscious of money —
quite the contrary — but he did put out
abridgements, cheap editions, etc., so
that people at al levels could enjoy his
works. | am more than a little surprised
that the Churchill Family gave their sup-
port to this money-grubbing project and
look forward to learning what 'a substan-
tial part of the proceeds' realy means. It
would be wonderful to own such awork.
It would be wonderful if my libraries
could own such a work and let me use it.
It would be wonderful if greed were not




so rampant in this world of ours.”

Then as now, Finest Hour exerted an
influence somewhat greater than its
modest press run would suggest. The
reaction was not long in coming. The
Churchill Family quickly made it known
that they were not involved in the deci-
sion to publish the Collected Works —
approval had come from the Churchill
Trust, run by Fleet Street publishers
and others for the benefit of the Estate.
And in Finest Hour 30 Dalton New-
fidd, gentleman that he aways was,
apologized to the Churchill Family. But
not for his evaluation of the Works.

Aside, indeed, from the Churchill
Family's non-involvement, Newfield's
criticisms were spot-on. Reaction from
ICS members was uniformly in agree-
ment. "It's a cynica attempt to trade on
Churchill's reputation,” wrote the owner
of one of the most complete WSC
private libraries — "fake scholarship,
phoney advertising.” A respected Lon-
don bookseller and Churchill specialist
wrote, "I am keenly disappointed in the
whole set-up and wholeheartedly agree
with your comments."

Our angry editor sent copies of his
remarks, which he clearly labeled his
own despite universal member approval,
to Churchill College, Frederick Woods
and the Library of Imperial History.
Only the L.1.H., necessarily interested in
quashing a bad press, bothered to reply.
The Library argued that, after al, the
edition was not meant for students or
scholars, both by reason of its cost and
content. "But ICS represents not only
the collector but the student and the
scholar,” Newfidd replied. ". . . and as
one of our prime objectives is the
perpetuation of the memory of the Great
Man, a speculator's edition tying up the
copyrights well into the next century is
beyond my comprehension."

He added that the latest Encyclopaedia
Brittanica had three editions from $998
to $5000, but "al who want to use this
valuable reference will be able to buy it
for just under $500, and EB will knock
another $100 off if you trade in any old
edition. What a contrast!"

To Newfidd's question of how much
of the proceeds would go to worthy
Churchill institutions, the publishers
said they "planned" 20 three-year
scholarships and six one-year fellowships
from Canada, New Zealand and Aus-
tralia to Churchill College. But he was
not told if those grants would be funded
or a one-shot arrangement. And, "esti-
mating their worth at about, £1500 per
annum, there is a total of about
£100,000, or dightly about 3% of the
gross potential of the edition. Funding

these grants would require, at 6%, about
£650,000, a capital sum clearly beyond
the capabilities of this edition even con-
sidering the availability of interest above
6%." So much for "a substantial part of
the proceeds.”

In addition to the moral questions
Newfield raised, there were very real prob-
lems of scholarship. Here again we
guote from Finest Hour 30 ...

"l. Sr Winston's works are being re-
edited in this edition. Presumably by
Frederick Woods, who is known to the
writer only as the compiler of the fine,
but incomplete and sometimes erroneous
Bibliography and the collector of WSC's
despatches into Young Winston's Wars. |
concede that WSC's works can stand a
lot of editing, particularly his maps and
quotations, but such editing, of course,
makes the issue useless for student and
scholar.

"2. What editions were reproduced? All
are said to be first editions or editions
issued in the year of the first edition ex-
cepting Malakand (1916 Nelson Shilling
Edition); River War (1933 3rd); Lord Ran-
dolph (1952 Odhams); Brodrick's Army
(2nd); Marlborough (1947 2-vol); Great
Contemporaries (1938 Enlarged); War
Soeeches (1952 including Epilogue).” |
should add that this means the one-
volume abridged River War, and a re-
edited Mar|borough, neither of which is a
true-bill representation of the complete
original texts.

" 3. What is meant by 'Collected Works'?
The advertising was misleading. Instead
of the complete literary works of WSC,
only his books and some of his speeches
are included. No forewords and con-
tributions to other books, no contribu-
tions to press and periodicals, and most
of his speeches are omitted.” (It bears
mentioning that the Library of Imperia
History reacted to this criticism when it
issued, in 1976, the Collected Essays of
Winston Churchill afour-volume compila
tion of most maor Forewords and pe-
riodical contributions not appearing in
the Works. This set, adso found again
recently by Churchillbooks, was the first
appearance of these works in volume
form — a true contribution to the Chur-
chill canon.)

BOOM AND BUST

We have now to limn the sad, but per-
haps predictable, fate of "this great ven-
ture."

Shortly after the first announcement
the price went up to £1060 in Britain and
$3000 in America. This, of course, did
nothing to encourage sales, and by early
1976 dl signs pointed to somewhat less
than the sell-out the Library of Imperial

History had promised. In a much less de-
luxe prospectus issued that year it was
admitted that only 1750 of the author-
ized 3000 sets "have been published.” As
| have since learned, the actual press run
of sheets was never 3000 but well under
2000, and books were bound only as
orders were taken.

Its high-sounding name notwithstand-
ing, the Library of Imperial History was
nothing more than a small office; indeed
it had never before published a book. It
had been set up for this specific project.
Purchasers of the Works were duly given
the option to add the four-volumes of
Essays, although it was noticed that an
inexpensive clothbound set of Essays was
offered as wel as the luxurious vellum
variety. Somebody was getting wise — or
desperate.

If they did manage to sdl 1750 copies
at $3000, the firm should have grossed
over $5 million, which one would sup-
pose was enough to keep it going. But by
the late 1970s the Library of Imperial
History declared bankruptcy. The re-
ceivers relocated from London to Royal
Tunbridge Wells, and fitful efforts were
made to dispose of further sets, without
much success.

By 1982, when this writer and member
L.L. Thomas in Surrey attempted to
locate the Tunbridge people, both they
and the remaining copies of the Works
and Essays had vanished. | had word that
someone unnamed had bought the stock
and moved it to New York, but letters to
the given address went unanswered, and

~when a New York bookseller colleague

went personally to the location he found
it an "accommodation address."

For ayear or more | tried without suc-
cess to rediscover the thread of the "great
venture,” mainly because of the Collected
Essays. These, | realized, were truly im-
portant contributions — the only collec-
tion in volume form of Sr Winston's
wonderful magazine articles which, even
if al the magazines could be found,
would probably cost $20,000 to compile
using originals. In despair, | even con-
sidered publishing al the WSC material
in Woods Section B under the title, Col-
lected Contributions. (Happily | didn't;
Section B is not only incomplete, but
laden with entries that really belong in
Section Cl)

FOUND AGAIN!

Then, suddenly, | found a firm of Lon-
don solicitors who had been involved in
some phase of the L.I.H. liquidation.
They had no clue as to the whereabouts,
but suggested that the bindery might
know. The bindery did. For the past

continued overleaf




AS OTHERS SAW HIM:

KING ABDULLAH
OF
TRANS-JORDAN

| FEEL | must say something now about the man who played so
great and important a part during the two world wars, espe-
cialy as concerns his attitude to the Arab cause when he was
Colonial Secretary in the Government of Lloyd George.
Winston Churchill was unique among the men Great Britain
has produced in recent times, and it fdl to his lot to preserve
the United Kingdom and the Empire by what seems like a
miracle. He carried the burden or responsibility with com-
plete awareness of Germany's strength and gigantic prepara-
tions, and of the hatred which every German had for Great
Britain. He aso knew that the United Kingdom was unpre-

pared as a result of the ill-judged policy of its Government
from the fdl of Lloyd George's Cabinet to the time of
Chamberlain when the war began.

How many times did he warn his people about Germany!
How prophetically he spoke without getting a proper hearing,
till eventually he had to bear the burden of the very disasters
of which he had given the nation so clear a warning. The
British people had to endure enormous sacrifices and hard-
ships during this terrible war, and without their loyaty and
supreme efforts even a Churchill would have failed.

England is a country which can bear every kind of misfor-
tune and catastrophe and in Churchill she found an effective
leader of her quiet, hardworking gentle and courageous
people. She gave the world an example of true nationalism,
of patient endurance, of defence in a righteous cause, of
sacrifice of life and property in the interests of the country, of
national pride and honour. Britain fully deserved the laurels of
victory and Churchill's leadership was an inspiration.

Excerpted from The Memoirs of King Abdullah of Trangordan
(Cape, 1950), and brought to our attention by Peter Coombs,
Oxford, UK.

Collected Works continued

severa years they had been warehousing
some 180 unbound sheets of Collected
Essays and about 40 sets of Collected
Works. The quarry had been brought to
bay at last!

The unknown New York entrepreneur
had apparently bought the sheets from
the recelvers and had persuaded the
bindery to make up 20 sets of Collected
Works — not in vellum, but in red
morocco, with matching slipcases.
Although the gilt lettering and coat of
arms on the books exactly matches the
original, the new dipcases are red, not
green, and do not carry any stamping.
Still, it was a sensational discovery.
There were enough sets of Essays to
satisfy everyone who needed them, and
many collectors thought the morocco-
bound Works were more handsome and
durable than the vellum.

Alas, the process of making them
available was a test of will, strength,
computer time and patience that would
do justice to a James Bond thriller.

The bindery, while anxious to rid itsalf
of an unwanted store of heretofore
useless paper, told me they were not
alowed to sdll! The owner of the sheets
had disappeared — even a private detec-
tive hired by the bindery could not find
him — leaving them with a bill for
£12,000, expended in binding the 20 sets
of red morocco Works.

British law moves dowly, and the
bindery was told that seven years must
go by before it could consider the books
its own to dispose of, without risk of the
owner surfacing and accusing them of

dealing in stolen property!

Frustration. But not much longer.

| kept at them. "Isn't there some way
you can meet the law and till get rid of
the books?," | asked. In the Summer of
1987, three years after | had located the
trove, they thought of one: <l the
books, but keep the proceeds in an
escrow  account for the prescribed
number of years. In this way the bindery
would meet the letter of HM Law, and
the Churchill world would get sets of
books which some had waited 12 years
to own.

A few sets of the red morocco Collected
Works dill remain, and the unbound
sheets can be had that way or in the
origina vellum with gold-stamped green
dipcases if desired. The Collected Essays
can be ordered in quarter-morocco or
full vellum, although | have to say that |
think the price asked is outlandish. On
the other hand, the bindery will prob-
ably never break even, and so cannot be
greatly blamed.

EVALUATIONS

Why then did | warn off my Los
Angeles friend, who has pined for a set
of Collected Works since 1974, and was
willing to trade firgt editions to get it?
Because, as Dalton Newfidd wrote in
1973, lovely as they are, the Works are
only expensive reprints. Rich man's toys.
Luxurious, yes. Durable, sure. But
reprints.

Nor are they, in many cases, even the
original text. The sx volumes of The
Second World War, for example, were
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completely re-edited, with 300 maps and
charts redrawn. Nice — but not Chur-
chill's work. Since the true collector likes
to hold in his or her hands the work in
the form Sir Winston first gave it to the
world, these luxurious volumes will
never — ever — replace thefirg editions.
Not in value. Not in desirability.

True, for the price of the Collected
Works today ($1880 — well down, hap-
pily, from the original $3000), you can't
buy a complete set of Churchill first edi-
tions. One decent Malakand will eat up
most of that, and the most recent copy of
Mr. Brodrick's Army sold cost £10,000.
But give me $1800 and let me spend it as
| wish, on postwar first editions and fine
prewar trade editions, and | will create a
better, more interesting, more textually
correct Churchill library than this made-
to-order collector's item. | have never
worked so hard not to sdl an item in my
catalogue! But | am happy to say my
friend saw the light and kept his fine first
editions.

The Collected Essays are something e'se
entirelly — unique, valuable, important,
despite their tall price. But the Churchill
Literary Foundation is investigating the
copyright, if any, and some day | hope
we may be able to reprint these works in
a form which colleges, students, scholars
and libraries everywhere can afford.

Tfie author is an antiquarian bookseller, a
longtime Churchill specialist, editor of
Finest Hour, and admits to having fallen
for a set of the works: "Caveat emptor!"




"The Dream" Is Published:

Technical Details and
Printing History

THE DREAM is published! Supporters of past and
present fund appeals who have given a
cumulative total of $100, £65 or $135 Cana-
dian/Australian, have already received their
copy. We discussed the story's background
last issue; herein, some details on the
technical side of the production.

If we define "book" as any work in a board
binding, The Dream is Sir Winston
Churchill's 44th single title and 64th in-
dividual volume. In our expanded "Woods"
list (see handbook this issue), it will carry the
designation A149. It is the second new Chur-
chill book published since the author's death.
| daresay it is not the last.

The dgnificance of the occasion, and the
limited nature of this firg edition, required as
fine a product as possible within our budget of
£6/$ 10 per volume (Quite generous, redly:
modern publishers consider that selling prices
should be at least eight times actual produc-
tion costs; The Dream, if produced commer-
cidly, would therefore have to sdl for about
£50/$80).

The actual printing is by traditional letter-
press rather than modern photo-offset. This
method, involving the making of metal plates
which impress each sheet individualy, has
almost completely disappeared. Its advantage
is clarity — an ultra-sharp appearance that
photo offset cannot quite match.

Combined with traditional printing is the
most modern, acid-free archival paper,
Mohawk Superfine, an eggshell finish which
has also been used for dl three works pub-
lished by the Churchill Literary Foundation
to date. Its working life of 300 years means
that your descendants will ill have a fine
copy of The Dream in the year 2250 and
beyond.

While padded leather was selected because
it seemed the. only "right" material, other
binding details of The Dream are expressy
symbolic. Thegilt border is an original design,
but based on the title page of David
Kirkwood's M> Life of Revolt, which was
published by Harrap in 1935 and contains a
Churchill introduction (Woods B26). Harrap,
who aso published Uarlborough, produced
what | think were the most aesthetically
beautiful trade volumes of the 1930s.

The author's signature is from the firgt edi-
tion of the one-volume abridged World Crisis,
London and NY 1931 (Woods A31b).

The Churchill Coat of Arms was debossed
purely by accident, but we are delighted with
the result. We had planned to stamp this in
gold like the rest of the cover devices, but it
was too detailed to give a sharp imagg, for
alignment purposes, the bindery had "“kissed
one cover with the plain die. When we saw
how clean the resulting image was, we decided

that al covers should take this form. Thus
each book had to be run through the stamp-
ing machine twice: once for the gilt, once for
the debossment.

Handmade French marbled endpapers were
used on 20 special editions of The Dream for
Lady Soames (who received the proof copy),
certain honorary members and Foundation
trustees. French paper was chosen in remem-
brance of Sir Winston's special affection for
that country. Copies will dso be sent to
Christian Pol-Roger, whose Champagne-
producing family was so close to WSC; the
President of France; the President of the
United States, and Her Mgjesty the Queen.

Four hundred eighty copies use moire pat-
tern cloth endpapers, and the number-one
proof copy was presented to longtime ICS
secretary and "Stores" manager Sue Hefner.

One disappointment was that the cloth
endpapers were brighter than the samples,
which were dark red to match the satin page
marker and covers. My suggested "fix," replac-
ing them with new endpapers by hand, was
considered too heroic by the bindery, which
was afraid the regluing process would cause
glue spillage. It is possible to stain the end-
papers black using a broad felt-tip and great
care, but | hope you will understand why | say
that is up to the individual!

Other technical lessons were that 48-page
books are very hard to work into padded
boards, and that cloth headbands (the red
and ydlow cloth rolls at the spine ends) do
not eadly dfix to the rounded gatherings. The
Dream is composed of three 16-page
signatures; the next smilar book will use
4-page signatures for a "squarer” binding end.

The Dream s strictly limited to 500 copiesin
this firg edition. While we may some day
render a cheaper edition for schools and
libraries, it will never be reproduced inits pres-
ent form again. | hope those of you who now
hold this wonderful story in your hands will
consider it an appropriate token of our
thanks for your support of our goals.

HOW TO OBTAIN YOUR COPY

About 250 individually hand-numbered
copies of The Dream are dill available, for
anyone whose total contribution to’'ICS and
the Churchill Literary Foundation reaches
US$100, $135 Canadian or Australian, or
£65 Sterling. (Donations are cumulative. If
you supported us with $50 last year, another

" $50 is dl it takes. If you don't remember, ask

the Foundation, via the editor.)

Donations are tax-deductible in the USA
and Canada. They may be sent to ICS c/o
any national branch office listed on page 3.

ICS and the Literary Foundation are off to
aflying start — thanks to you. We till have a
long way to go, many noble things to ac-
complish; but we are certainly at "The End of
the Beginning."

| have written our Canadian members, and
will soon be writing others, about the
challenges immediately before us. To
the many Canadians who have already
responded — and to everyone who aided us
last year, thank-you. This book would cer-
tainly not exist without you.

AN ORIGINAL PAINTING
TOGOWITHIT

The 27x19-inch framed original oil paint-
ing, color plates of which are hand-tipped in-
to The Dream and appeared on the cover of
our last issue, is offered for sde to reimburse
the artist, Sa Asaro. He created it without
charge, but we think he deserves the reward
of the sde. To bid, or for further details,
smply contact the editor at Box 385, Con-
toocook, NH 03229 USA, telephone (603)
746-4433 business hours.




Churchill's

Robert Hardy, Lord and Lad)
Greet British, American

THIRTY-EIGHT American and Canadian
members and 50 Britons took part in the
third ICS visit to "Churchill's Britain,"
September 3rd through 13th. The tour party
came from al points: New Brunswick to
British Columbia, New York to California,
with both the Edmonton and Vancouver
Churchill Societiesrepresented aswell asICS. >
"But | don't know how 11 Twelve were returnees from previous tours:
the part ..." Lorraine 4k Bill Beatty (NY), Aileen & Bob
Wilson (MQ), Margaret &. Tommy Brooks
(FL), Barbara 6k George Lewis (NJ), George
Temple (Ont.), tour hosts Barbara & . Richard
Langworth (NH), and Betty Newfield, from
Lodi, California, taking part in her third of
three ICS journeys.
We welcomed 26 newcomers. Sue 6k Mort
Andron, Leo Fakoff, Barbara Oster and Bud
McElwaine (Cadif.); Pat 6k John Ball (New
Brupswick); Dorothy Boyden and Marie 6k
Lorin Smith (111); Barbara 6k Ben Cardozo
(NY); Jeane 6k Dick Danby and Barbara 6k
Don Kettyls (BC); Woody Keeney (DC) and
his parents Phyllis 6k Norwood (NH); Barney
Lawrence (Ont.); Eileen 6k Wally Ross (Alber-
Arthur Simon (Hoe Farm) and Grace Hamblin. Bill Gunn of Pol Roger UK and the editor ta); Gerry 6k Ed Rothman (Penna); Peg 6k
Dan Treacy (Mich.)
We gathered at the Waldorf, London,
toured most of the sites in Martin Gilbert's
Churchill's London, and held a welcoming
banquet on the 3rd. Next morning found us
at Chartwell: a private tour hosted by Grace
Hamblin and Jean Broome; a look a a
restored Bedford Army Truck and the "Finest
Hour" porcelain (FH55 cover) courtesy David
Porter and Mrs. Kaye. Back in London, we
just had time to dress for the ICS Bi-annual
London Dinner, in the magnificent Library of
the Reform Club, arranged for us by Dr.
James Scales of Wake-Forest University. We
were honored by the presence of Celia Sandys
6k Gen. Ken Perkins; Bill Gunn, representing
. . Christian Pol-Roger; our dear friend Arthur
LEFT: Grace, R.H., Barbara Langworth. ABOVE, The Speech. Simon of Hoe Farm (where WSC learned to
paint); Grace Hamblin; and master of t
ceremonies Stefan Terlezki, the MP who in-
troduced the Churchill National Day Bill.
A Roya Artillery band played Sir
Winston's favorites and, after the respective
toasts, the British, American and Canadian
national anthems. Midway through the five
courses, and Pol Roger Cuvee Sir Winston
79 (kindly provided by Christian Pol-Roger),
LEFT: Celia Perkins, RML ponder '88 opening of "Winnie. ~ we were sure we heard the theme song from

ABOVE Star of "Winnie" chats Maj. Gen. Ken Perkins. "All Creatures Great and Small."
i ) Indeed we did, for guest of honor Robert
LEFT. Master of Ceremonies Stefan Hardy, known to dl as Siegfried Farnon or

Terlezki, former MP, on Churchill
Day Bill: "in memory of the man who
made it possible for me to live in

Winston Churchill, had come to tell us about
the excitement and challenge of playing Sir

freedom." RIGHT: Editor had honor Winston in "The Wilderness Y ears."
of presenting R.H. with the Churchill It was a memorable account, filled with wit
Society's Ninth Blenheim Award. and penetrating insight. Mr. Hardy focuses

More photogr



