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ADVANCE AUSTRALIA
FIFTEEN issues ago we produced a "Canada Number," and we are
pleased now to salute our Australian members in their Bicentennial
Year with an Aussie counterpart. (NZ, UK and USA are not for-
gotten, but still to come.) Like FH 44, this special issue is built around
Churchill's relations with and remarks about one of the great
branches of the English-Speaking community. We trust you will find
the result to be a "fair dinkum" edition of Finest Hour.

For quite some time we have had Ashley Redburn's compelling
review of Churchill and Menzies At War, but we have been saving it for
this issue for obvious reasons. We don't believe that Sir Robert
Menzies would be entirely pleased with this book's rendering of his
wartime role, especially from an Australian
Usher — but we shall leave
our readers. We have
ton Newfield's excel-
view" of the Anzacs
published in Finest
well worth record-
ately too, John
tracts, "From the
Han material; John also re-
video on the subject of
Sir Winston's opinions
his writings and speeches.

author and pub-
that decision to
had the late Dal-
lent "philatelic re-
since it was first
Hour 21/22; it is

ing here. Appropri-
Plumpton's column of ex-

Journals," covers Austra-
views a new Australian
WSC. We have culled

about Australia out of
while from Tasmania,

contributing editor George Richard offers us some Australian opi-
nions about the Great Man.

Churchill's warm regard for Australia took two forms: the bravery
and sacrifice of Australians in the two great wars, and the unlimited
potential of the island continent. He would certainly remind us of
both today. In the Eighties, the world is perhaps more aware then ever
of Aussie accomplishment — be it the winning (temporarily!) of the
America's Cup, the powerful impact of the Australian film industry,
or the worldwide journalistic enterprise of Rupert Murdock. A
dynamic and optimistic society has sprung up down under. Its ad-
vances, even since his death, would undoubtedly impress him. Among
the great English-speaking democracies, Australia is one of the most
diverse — only half her present population is of British stock — and
yet she possesses a sense of community and purpose that is the envy of
many. Problems? Of course there have been problems, as there are for
us all. But Australia demonstrates profoundly that her common share-
holding in the English language, law and literature is a matchless ad-
vantage in difficult and baffling times.

Churchill would also remind us of the role played by Australia in
the two great cataclysms of this century, and impress upon us her
strategic importance, particularly now, among the prosperous nations
of the Pacific rim. How he might phrase it we are not sure, but
probably it would go something like this: should her kith and kin
ever stand in need, they may count, as twice before in his lifetime,
on that great and beneficent nation under the Southern Cross.

- R M L



ERRATA
Issue 58, page 9, first footnote:

GCMG means Grand Cross of the
Order St. Michael (not "St. Mary")
and St. George; our apologies. See also
Lady Soames' letter, page 29.
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INJURED SIMON WARD
IS STILL "YOUNG WINSTON"
LONDON, OCT. 14 - Actor Simon Ward,
45, emerged from hospital after a
delicate head operation to remove a
blood clot from his brain, following a
mysterious injury October 3rd while
returning to his home in Hampstead.
Ward, who shot to fame with the title
role in "Young Winston" 15 years ago,
had been appearing in the play "Por-
traits" at the Savoy Theatre — where
he promptly returned for the last three
performances. Ward's memory of what
happened is completely blank, but he
appears to have been injured by an
assailant.

Two points of special interest to us:
every news item on the incident led by
identifying Ward as "the former Young
Winston" — proof positive that playing
Churchill guarantees permanent fame.
Secondly, the 15-year-older Mr. Ward
retains an uncanny resemblance to
WSC. At 45 he now looks like Chur-
chill during the Great War. A photo of
Ward in hospital, where his hair was
partly shaved for the operation, could
be the First Lord of the Admiralty of
1914 brought back to life.

All of which renews our hope that
some enterprising producer will
dramatize the memorable Churchill of
World War I on film or television —
starring Mr. Ward, of course.

VICTORY BELL
CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA, FEB. 10TH - O n e of

the ubiquitous "Victory Bells" has
turned up down under, where a
member writes to ask about its

significance. Designed by Conrad A.
Parlanti, who also did the large bronze
eagle crowning the Royal Air Force
Memorial on the Victoria Embank-
ment in London, the bell portrays relief
busts of Churchill, Roosevelt and
Stalin, with a "V" cast into the handle.
Perhaps most interesting, the first bells
were cast from metal recovered from
Luftwaffe aircraft shot down over Bri-
tain.

More recently, Victory Bells in finer
metal have been produced to aid the
RAF Benevolent Fund, at whose early
dinners as much as £1200 was paid for
them in auctions. Bells may still be
available. Write the Secretary, RAF
Benevolent Fund, 67 Portland Place,
London WIN 4AR, a registered British
charity.

PROFUMO RISES AGAIN
LONDON, SEPTEMBER - Caroline Ken-
nedy, daughter of the late President,
has co-authored "An Affair of State"
(Cape, £12.95), about the 1963 Pro-
fumo scandal which almost brought
down the Macmillan Government. As
reported in FH 55, Profumo was "see-
ing" a society call-girl, Christine Keeler,
who was also "seeing" the Soviet naval
attache. (Contrary to our article, Mac-
millan did not resign over this, but quit
later because of ill health.)

What all this has to do with Chur-
chill is precisely nothing, except that
Kennedy et al allege that the high-
society osteopath and bon vivant
Stephen Ward — who also "saw" Miss
Keeler, introduced her to Profumo and
committed suicide later, when (per
Kennedy) the Government "went

Churchills at Blenheim: Karin Churchill, Mrs.
Winston G. Churchill, Cdr. Winston G. Churchill
(US Coast Guard London office) & Peter Churchill,
1CS Blenheim meeting, Sept. '87. BILL BEATTY

after" Ward as a scapegoat — was
Churchill's osteopath. Some desultory
doctor-patient conversation has come
out of this, all rather droll — and
typically Churchillian.

When Ward was first called to treat
Sir Winston, Lady C warned him not
to be bullied. He found WSC in bed,
smoking a huge cigar. Churchill's first
remark: "I suppose you'll tell me to give
up these." (Ward didn't.)

Trying to make small talk, Ward said
he had treated Gandhi. "Ah," said
Churchill, "and did you twist his neck
too?" Ward said he had. "Evidently a
case of too little too late," WSC replied.
Then he asked Ward, "When you twist
my head like that, what would you do
if it came off in your hands?" Ready for
him, Ward said, "I'd go and practise in
Moscow — after such a thing, I'd be
very welcome!" "Don't be too sure,"
said Sir Winston, "Mr. Stalin was quite
a friend of mine."

Ward said his 12 Churchill treat-
ments were "a battle of wills." As with
Moran, WSC wanted to know what
was being done and why, in Linde-
manese, layman's language. But Lady
C's advice stood Ward in good stead
and they got on well. WSC even tried
to get Ward, an excellent portrait
sketch artist, to take up oil painting. "It
lasts forever," Sir Winston said.
Evidently Ward's neck-twisting didn't.
- THANKS FOR NEWS CUTTINGS TO JOHN FROST

ANOTHER C-R PLAY
NEW YORK, DEC. 18TH - With "Winnie"
opening to packed houses in Man-
chester and London, Hugh White-
more's "Breaking the Code" is a dim
reflection on Broadway, starring British



actor Derek Jacobi ("I Claudius") as
Alan Turing, the mathematical genius
who did the job at Bletchley. Turing, a
discreet but unapologetic homosexual,
had been honored by the King and pro-
claimed a hero by Sir Winston Chur-
chill — but after being convicted of
what the British penal code then called
"gross indecency," and given probation
provided he take estrogen injections to
"alter his nature," he took his own life.

As you might gather from all this,
and from what we've been able to glean
from the reviews, this play is more
about the tribulations of '50s gays than
it is about WW2 and the unsung heroes
at Bletchley. Go to London and take in
"Winnie."

BUT SPEAKING OF "WINNIE"
. . . we wish people would stop using it.
None of his friends called him that, and
though it was a popular honorific
among the men on the street, we sus-
pect he secretly abhored it. On the
other hand, friend and foe alike called
him "Winston." ICS caught a packet
from THE NEW REPUBLIC for "over-
familiarity" in the use of that name (see
last issue). What was good enough for
friends, enemies and the press is good
enough for us.

GREAT CONTEMPORARIES:
SIR JOHN MARSHALL,
GBE, CH, PC
WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND - The Society
is honoured to count former New
Zealand Prime Minister Sir John Mar-
shall among its members. Following his
graduation with a Master of Laws in
1935, Sir John became a barrister.
When the war broke out he enlisted as
a private, gained a commission and
rose to the rank of major, serving in the
Solomon Islands and in Italy. He was

elected to Parliament in 1946 and re-
mained a member of the N.Z. House
of Representatives until his retirement
in 1975. From 1960 onward, Sir John
served in the highest positions of state,
as deputy prime minister, attorney
general, leader of the opposition and,
in 1972, as prime minister. He was
made a Privy Councillor in 1966, a
Companion of Honour in 1973, and
Knight Grand Cross of the Order of
the British Empire in 1974.

Sir John is one of the gentlemen of
New Zealand politics, always maintain-
ing the highest political standards, the
soul of fairness and courtesy, well liked
on both sides of the aisle. I will always
remember his comment in Parliament,
or just outside it, when the news of his
knighthood came through: "I am very
glad my wife is now officially a 'Lady.'
She always was, as far as I am con-
cerned."

- R. BARRY COLLINS, WARKWORTH, N.Z.

MILITARY DIPLOMACY
LONDON, SEPT. 15TH - As Queen Victoria
used to lean on the old Duke of Well-
ington, the present Queen relied a lot
on WSC. There was, for example, the
time an American admiral nicked a
gold teaspoon at Buckingham Palace.
He was seen, but no-one wanted to
tackle the VIP. According to a new
book, WSC decided on direct action.

Tucking a similar gold spoon into his
top pocket so that it showed, Sir
Winston sauntered up to the thief.
"We've been spotted," he whispered.
"We'll have to put them back."

MORE PRICEY
CHURCHILLIANA
LONDON, JAN. IOTH - Last year a sheet of
paper culled from a typist's wastebasket
(Churchill dictation describing his
family's eye-witness view of the flying
bomb that demolished Wellington Bar-
racks in 1944) sold at Sotheby's for
more than £1000. We can see some
point in collecting autograph letters. A

continued overleaf

ICS COVER #30
25th Anniversary of Sir

Winston's Hon. US Citizenship

Our 30th commemorative cover was
postmarked in Washington on 9 April
and sent to members on the automatic
covers list. If you wish to be placed on
our list for future covers, send me your
name and address. There is no charge
to ICS members.

Recipients will notice a double
postmark, which occurred when the
Washington philatelic counter
mistakenly routed our specially can-
celled covers through the regular mail.
If you wish your cover replaced by an
unaddressed copy with a single post-
mark, send it to me together with one
dollar (Can/Aus/USA) or 50p in
British stamps. This offer is strictly
limited because only 50 unaddressed
covers remain — the smallest quantity
of a properly cancelled ICS cover in
many years.

Kay Murphy Halle, the prime mover
in Churchill's honorary citizenship,
graciously signed 25 (single-cancel)
covers for the Society. These are
available in exchange for a minimum
donation of $5 (Aus/Can/USA) or
£ 2 Vi (UK), one per member please.

All cover orders, exchanges and cor-
respondence should be sent to me at
221 Pewter Lane, Silver Spring MD
20904 USA. — Dave Marcus

Kay Murphy Halle



INTERNATIONAL DATELINES, continued
sheet of typescript with a few red squig-
gles on it baffles us — as, we think, it
would WSC.

The latest objet d 'art in these rarified
climes is a Royal Doulton limited edi-
tion Churchill toby mug — a fair
likeness, admittedly, so rare that even
R.D. do not have a copy, said to be go-
ing for about £7,500.

PRINCE CHARLES ON WSC
DALLAS, 1986 - Better late than never, we
publish a Churchillism quoted two
years ago by the Prince of Wales, at the
Churchill Prize dinner for Ross Perot.
This originated with HRH's uncle, the
late Earl Mountbatten, former Patron
of the Churchill Society.

Inspecting a Home Guard unit,
Churchill asked a relatively youthful
member if he would rather be in the
thick of the action instead of stuck at
home. "No sir," replied the man, "I like
being at home and I love my wife." The
PM snapped back, "I like cigars, but I
do take them out of my mouth from
time to time."

Jane and Caspar Weinberger

FEATHER IN HIS CAP
LONDON, FEB. 26 - ICS Honorary
Member, former US Secretary of
Defense Caspar Weinberger, received
an honorary knighthood from the
Queen — Knight Grand Cross of the
Order of the British Empire — in
recognition of his outstanding support
of Great Britain in the 1982 Falklands
battle. It is one of only threescore
knighthoods bestowed over the years
on American citizens. Asked by the (as-

usual-well briefed) press if he was now
to be called "Sir Cap," the Secretary
responded, "Good Lord no," explain-
ing that the "Sir" is not part of the
honor when given to foreigners (and
that the US Constitution "has some
strong things to say" about titles).

Our hon. member therefore adds
KBE to his name. No one is more de-
serving, and the Society adds its heart-
felt congratulations to the many
Mr. Weinberger has already re-
ceived. —RML

24 JAN 1988: WE REMEMBER
"We remember Sir Winston Churchill

with gratitude, admiration and affec-
tion . . . for his writings, which have
taken their place among the great
works of our language, and which will
be read so long as history is read; for his
command of the spoken word; for his
hatred of hypocrisy and humbug; for
his direction of the war and his im-
placable will to overcome all difficulties
and dangers; for his inspiration and
leadership; for being the right man in
the right place at the right time."

ABOVE: THe Churchill Society's traditional Bladon wreathlaying. L-to-R: The Hon. Nicholas
Soames, MP; Richard Haslam-Hopwood; John Smith; Geoffrey J. Wheeler; Peter Mclver;
His Grace the Duke of Marlborough; Keith Hatch; Christine Wheeler, Lady Onslow,
Mrs. Lainchbury, Lord Charles Sf>encer-Churchill; M.J. Lainchbury.

URGENT MESSAGE FOR
USA MEMBERS:

WRITE YOUR CONGRESSMAN
House Joint Resolution 526 (right),

introduced by Rep. Judd Gregg (R-NH),
designates 27 November to 3 December
as "National Sir Winston Churchill
Recognition Week" — a bill Mr. Gregg
has kindly sponsored on our behalf.
Senator Bob Packwood (R-Ore.) has
also promised to introduce a Senate
counterpart.

The Congress traditionally acts on
such bills only if sufficient grassroots
support is demonstrated. That can only
come from you: please write your con-
gressman today (address: House of
Representatives, Washington DC
20515), urging him or her to support
HJ526, using all the arguments at your
command. (See "We Remember,"
above.)

Our next issue will provide sample
letters and more information on the
Senate bill — but please don't wait:
This needs your help to succeed.
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What Did Churchill Think
of Australia?

Great Destiny, Sacred Memories

ENGLISH convicts had long been transported to
America, but since the War of Independence the

Government had nowhere to send them . . . Why not send
them to the new continent? The younger Pitt's administra-
tion shrank from colonial ventures after the disasters in
North America, but delay was deemed impossible, and in
January 1788 717 convicts were anchored in Botany Bay.

The full migratory wave of free settlers did not reach
Australia till the 1820s. Even the future Commonwealth's
name was not yet determined. "New Holland" and other
titles were bestowed upon it. Attracted by the discovery of
rich pasture in the hinterland of New South Wales, English-
speaking emigrants began to trickle into the empty sub-
continent and rapidly transformed the character and life of
the early communities. The population changed from about
15,000 convicts and 21,000 free settlers in 1828 to 27,000
convicts and over 100,000 free settlers in 1841.

The increase of population, trade and revenue made it im-
perative to reform the makeshift constitutions of 1850. Be-
tween 1855 and 1859 two-chamber Parliaments, elected by
popular vote and with Ministers responsible to the Lower
House, were introduced in all the antipodean states except
Western Australia, where self-government came later.

Great changes were still to unroll, and Australia as we
now know it was born in 1901 by the association of the col-
onies in a Commonwealth, with a new capital at Canberra.
Federation came late and slowly to the southern continent,
for the lively, various, widely separated settlements cherish-
ed their own self-rule. No threat or pressure had yet arisen
from Asia to the north which would generate an overriding
sense of unity. This was to come. Even today most of the
Australian population dwells in settlements founded in the
19th century. The heart of the country, over a million
square miles in extent, has attracted delvers after metals and
ranchers of cattle, but it remains largely uninhabited. The
silence of the bush and the loneliness of the desert are only
disturbed by the passing of some transcontinental express,
the whirr of a boomerang, or the drone of a pilotless missile.

- HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING PEOPLES, VOLUME IV

& & &

We regard the effort which the Australian Com-
monwealth is making as heroic, and we will leave nothing
undone to make it a complete success.

- NAVAL ESTIMATES SPEECH, HOUSE OF COMMONS, 17 MARCH 1914

& & &

The [Gallipoli] armies are like men fighting on a high and

BY WINSTON S. CHURCHILL

narrow scaffold above the surface of the earth. To step back
means not merely defeat, but destruction. That is why I
have always, in speaking of this, dwelt upon the immense
importance of every yard of ground, or every furlong that is
gained by the heroic courage of our soliders and of our
superb Australian fellow citizens. (Cheers.)

- SPEECH, ENF1ELD LOCK, 17 SEPTEMBER 1915

While we sit here the fighting line of the British Army,
with the Australian and Canadian Armies included in it, is
holding nearly 40 of the finest divisions of the German Ar-
my on its front, and every moment a stream of killed and
wounded is passing from the fighting line to the rear. The
Australians are in contact with the enemy. What we have
above all things is the feeling that behind the fighting line
there is a resolute, intense, sagacious, driving power, which
by every means, social, political, military, naval, will be car-
rying our cause forward to victory. (Cheers.) It is because we
have seen in the guest of this evening [Australian Prime
Minister W.M. Hughes] a man who has a seeing eye, a
dauntless heart, and a daring hand.

- DINNER FOR MR. HUGHES, RITZ HOTEL, LONDON, 23 JUNE 1916

Mr. McPherson is the Chancellor of the Exchequer of
Victoria, Australia, and is much more fortunate than a suc-
cession of British Chancellors of the Exchequer: he has not
had to impose any additional taxation!

- LUNCHEON FOR MR. MC PHERSON, LONDON, 10 MAY 1921

The great naval fortress at Singapore is rapidly nearing
completion. We have no wish to menace any country in the
world. Singapore is as far from Japan as Southampton from
New York, but Singapore's base is a stepping-stone that
Great Britain can use in any great crisis to go to the aid of
Australia and New Zealand. And she will go to their aid so
long as breath is in her body.

Prime Minister Lyons was called to the summit of
Australian affairs at the worst possible moment. People here
underrated the rigour of the depression upon Australia, but
Mr. Lyons for six years has presided over the destinies of a
vast continent. After difficult and intricate political opera-
tions, he has secured a steady Government and has
transformed Australia into a state of dignity and security.

- AUSTRALIA CLUB DINNER, LONDON, 10 JUNE 1937
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Churchill on Australia

Australian troops are bearing with great distinction much
of the brunt of the fighting in the Middle East, and it must
be very painful to Australians to be told that we are only
making a three-quarter effort here at home to put proper
weapons in their hands.

- HOUSE OF COMMONS, 29 JULY 1941
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[Invading Australia] would seem a very ambitious
overseas operation for Japan to undertake. However,
everything in human power that we can do to help
Australia, or persuade America to do, we will do.

- HOUSE OF COMMONS, 27 JANUARY 1942

We were all touched and deeply moved at the gifts made
by Australia and New Zealand in reducing their sterling
balances for the sake of the dear old Motherland, now in the
mess and muddle into which she seems to them to have
been thrown. But it was unpleasant to feel that this aid from
our children from across the ocean was little more than half
of the money racketed away by the postwar Army in Ger-

many — £58 million in what the Secretary of State for War
complacently called a "merry game."

- HOUSE OF COMMONS, 12 MARCH 1947

I think we have, all of us, a feeling that we stand today
very high up in the headstream of Australian history.
Although so much has been done, it is but an earnest of
what will be done. We must look forward 100, 200, 300
years, to the time when the vast subcontinent of Australia
will contain an enormous population. And when that great
population will look back through the preceding periods of
time to the world-shaking episode of the Great War, and
when they will seek out with the most intense care every
detail of that struggle; when the movements of every bat-
talion, of every company, will be elaborately unfolded to the
gaze of all; when every family will seek to trace some con-
nexion with the heroes who landed on the Gallipoli Penin-
sula, or fought on the Somme, or in the other great battles
in France; and when the names of the men who have won
distinction by their valour, the men who have gained the
Victoria Cross, will be preserved as sacred memories, and
will constitute the claim in the months of generations yet
unborn to the most honourable ancestry and origin which
any human being could wish."

- AUSTRALIA & NZ CLUB LUNCHEON, LONDON, 16 DECEMBER 1918



What Does Australia Think
of Churchill?

Fair Dinkum Hero Or Pommie Pollie?
BY GEORGE RICHARD

P ERHAPS the best way to start this article is to translate
the title. "Fair dinkum" is a popular expression around

Australia,meaning"genuine;honest-to-goodness;thoroughly
reliable." A "Pommie" is anyone from England (the origin
of the word is uncertain, but one theory is that it goes back
to the days of "Transportation," when the prisoners being
sent to Australian penal colonies were referred to as
"Prisoners of Old Mother England"). "Pollies" are simply
politicians.

To ascertain how Churchill is viewed by Australians to-
day is not all that easy, principally because it is not easy to
find many people with more than an extremely sketchy idea
of Sir Winston's life and works. Afficionados excepted,
those with some familiarity with Churchill fall into two
categories: those old enough to have memories of the Sec-
ond World War (or earlier); and those of the younger
brigade whose studies have included history, or at least 20th
century history.

Australian-born Sydney Low's New Statesman cartoon of
1 May 1926 captures a WSC.not often portrayed in Low's left-
wing parodies. (Republished in Low's Lions and Lambs, 1928).

Among the former, some will refer critically to his Dar-
danelles involvement. But if asked the reason for their at-
titude, they will be hard put to rationalize their feelings. In
most cases it could almost be classified as unquestioning ac-
ceptance of handed-down prejudice, Churchill being easy to
slot into the necessary role of scapegoat.

Rightly or wrongly — and of course I believe wrongly —
there exists in Australia a belief that the terrible slaughter of

the Anzacs could have been reduced or avoided had Chur-
chill not been directly involved. Such believers, if question-
ed as to their opinion of WSC as prime minister in the Sec-
ond World War, are likely to praise his oratory but allege
that his treatment of Anzac troops in North Africa left
something to be desired.

In this instance also, the scapegoat brigade would appear
to have something to answer for. Yet to many Australians —
particularly those who spent the war years at home — it was
the United States rather than Britain that saved them from
Japanese invasion. And indeed that is largely the case. At
the risk of oversimplification, we could say that to many
Australians there were two wars: Britain against Germany
and the United States against Japan. Because of that view, a
much greater interest in and knowledge of U.S. than British
politicians was evinced by many here.

The youth of Australia, especially if they have attended
University, generally adopt a more objective view of the two
World Wars than their more senior countrymen. Having
had access to more recent books and essays than most, they
are less censorious of the Dardanelles and North Africa.
Yet, I fear, they are also less laudatory of Churchill's war-
time speech-making, considering it more or less rhetoric, its
full effect on listeners not being appreciated. Perhaps that is
inevitable, since the full impact could only be appreciated at
the time. As with the older group, the feeling too is that the
U.S.A. and Roosevelt were more significant to Australia
than Great Britain and Churchill.

To the Australian, then, was Churchfll a fair dinkum
hero or indeed simply another Pommie pollie?

The majority of Australians would, alas, answer, "don't
know"! The thinking minority (again excluding "buffs")
would, I feel, come down in favour of the fair dinkum hero,
a bloke who did a grand job — for the Pommies.

The dinky di (native born) Australian is by nature broad-
minded and tolerant. To him or her, I believe Churchill is
thought of as an historical figure, one who never visited Aus-
tralia but who nevertheless made a very considerable contri-
bution to the folklore of the nation. He is admired as one
who "gave it a go," something guaranteed to generate
warmth among locals. There is still lingering suspicion that
WSC may not always have done the right thing by Australia
(q.v. David Day's Menzies and Churchill at War, reviewed
herein). But in general Sir Winston is certainly not looked
upon as just another Pommie pollie. Which, considering the
Aussie opinion of homo politicus, is altogether just as well. •



Churchill and Menzies:
Partners or Rivals?

'Churchill, beware of Menzies; take heed of Cecil King;

come not near Beaverbrook; trust not Chips Channon;
mark well Cadogan; Lloyd George loves thee not;

yon Attlee has a lean and hungry look . . . "
BY H. ASHLEY REDBURN, OBE

A" most recently illustrated by David Irving's muck-raker
Churchill's War (FH #57, page 5), the subject of

Winston Churchill is of unending fascination to those with
a stomach for hypocrisy and an ignorance of the politician
— Adam Smith's "insidious or crafty animal whose counsels
are directed by the momentary fluctuation of affairs." For
those beset with such prejudices, the Churchill Saga is one
of Devious Devils, Diaries and Daggers. With the greatest
respect to our colleagues down under, and in somewhat ap-
posite mood for this Australian Number, we must observe
that a lot of this sort of material has lately emanated from
Australia. Irving's book is the latest such. David Day's
272-page Menzies and Churchill At War is the previous exam-
ple. Still, Australians may take heart. As Sir Winston is
alleged to have told Ribbentrop, when the German Am-
bassador reminded him that this time Germany had Italy
on her side — perhaps it's just your turn.

As I read Menzies and Churchill at War, I mused that some
day Shakespeare's mantle may drape an English dramatist
who will write Winston Churchill after the fashion of Julius
Caesar. As in the latter, Act II Scene III will open: "Enter
Brendan Bracken, reading a paper: Churchill, beware of
Menzies; take heed of Cecil King; come not near Beaver-
brook; trust not 'Chips' Channon; mark well Cadogan;
Lloyd George loves thee not; thou hast wronged Hankey;
thy spirit hath offended Cripps; thy long tenure puts Eden
out of joint; yon Attlee has a lean and hungry look. There is
but one mind in all these men, and it is bent against thee. If
thou be'st not immortal, look about you: security gives way
to conspiracy."

It is an intriguing story Mr. Day puts before us, but I am
not sure if he expects us to believe it, or that he has over-
much credence in it himself. It is in essence that Robert
Menzies, Prime Minister of Australia, was fearful that Chur-
chill was prepared to sacrifice the British Empire, in which
Menzies believed passionately (but which to him meant the
white self-governing Dominions), to secure American help
— to sell out the Empire to America.

*Menzies and Churchill At War, by David Day, Angus & Robert-
son, Publishers, N.S.W., Australia and London, 5Vi x 83/4, 272
pages, illustrated, list price $20. Available to 1CS members postpaid
for $17, C/A$23 or £10 from Churchillbooks, Burrage Road, Con-
toocook, New Hampshire 03229 USA.

- "WINSTON CHURCHILL," ACT II SC 3

Second, Churchill's strategy in support of total victory
was wrong. Instead, Menzies believed it would be necessary
to negotiate peace with Germany, and this could best be
done through the replacement of Churchill as Prime
Minister by . . . Menzies himself!

When Russia and Japan entered the war, appeasement
became impossible, but the prospect of replacing Churchill
did not recede. How could a man of Menzies' intelligence
believe one could do a deal with Hitler which would endure
— after the experience of Czechoslovakia, Austria, Poland,
Holland and Belgium? Or that the British people likewise
would now sup with the Nazi Devil? That they would
discard Churchill the indomitable, the inspirer, for an An-
tipodean politician who did not command united support
even in his own country?

Of course the handsome, commanding figure of Menzies
was cheered and welcomed in Britain. So were Smuts, the
ex-enemy, and Wendell Willkie, the unknown Yank.
Naturally Mr. Day is writing about a Dominion politician in
the early, uncertain stages of a career which showed prom-
ise, but was as yet immature. The naivete and vacillation
of Menzies show through these pages; our author is not talk-
ing of the international statesman of prestige and authority
which Menzies eventually — and deservedly — became.
"What irresponsible rubbish these Antipodeans talk," con-
fided Cadogan to his Diary, after a meeting between "Rab"
Butler, Menzies, Shedden and Bruce to discuss the Far East.

Mr. Day writes at times as if his revelations of anti-
Churchill moves are novel. They are not: for many years
diaries, papers, histories and memoirs have revealed dissen-
tient voices throughout the war, and dark discussions —
one cannot call them plots — took place in clubs, in Com-
mons, and wherever two or three were gathered together to
fight the war with talk.

What is new is the name of Menzies as a serious contender
for the post of Premier. The book names names — the
regicides, the king-makers, the princes-in-waiting, the
talkers and gossips, the malcontents. What in the end does
this furor amount to? Which mouse had the courage to bell
the cat? Who had the ability to take Churchill's place as an
equal, let alone a superior? Who was capable of waging war
outrance, as Churchill was doing, with the simplicity of
Clemenceau's "Je fais la guerre"?
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Let us glance at the Trojans. Beaverbrook, says A.J.P.
Taylor, did not want power for itself but for the excitement
and activity it provided. Some basis for the waging of war!
Here was an intriguer, constantly playing both ends against
the middle, with something of the Jacky Fisher in his mental
attitude: the great newspaper proprietor who blazoned "The
Empire Crusader" on the front page of, but seldom wrote
about the Empire in, his Daily Express.

Lloyd George, the "Welsh Petain" as Hugh Dalton called
him, was probably incapable, after 1939, of organizing a
government in peace or war. Hankey thought totalitarianism had
done good for the inhabitants of Germany and Italy, and did not
believe Hitler wished to export his creed to the rest of Europe (yet
Himmler had included 330,000 British Jews in the list of European
totals for the "final solution" of the Jewish problem).

Press baron Cecil King showered advice for years on
politicians and prime ministers, seeing himself as premier-
maker and premier-breaker. (In 1968 he imperiously called
for the resignation of Harold Wilson; instead, his board
sacked him.) Mr. Day cites King approvingly as a great
agent for change in the wartime government — this
autocratic, arrogant misanthrope and seigneurial socialist.
His edited diary was published under the title, "With Malice
Toward None," but hardly offered Charity Toward All,
since he wrote in contemptuous tones of practically every
person mentioned. He was a malicious gossip, violently anti-
Churchill and, as his biased assessments and criticisms
show, rabidly anti-American. Although his newspapers did
much to win the 1945 General Election for Labour, they

upset the Labour Cabinet members as much as they upset
Churchill during the war.

"Chips" Channon was an American-born, wealthy
socialite snob, an unswerving Chamberlainite M.P.
throughout, and an unrepentant appeaser. His Diaries con-
tain a mass of jaundiced comments on Churchill, inter-
spersed with some admiration.

These were the sources of the crosses Churchill had to
bear in addition to the Cross of War (and the erstwhile
"Cross of Lorraine"). Fortunately the back was broad, but
being so presented was a big target for the daggers.

In his Bibliography Mr. Day lists no fewer than 82
newspaper sources, "mainly from Menzies' extensive collec-
tion of newspaper cuttings," which tells us something about
Menzies — and prompts the adage, "Don't believe
everything you read in the newspapers." Perhaps the author
should have heeded what Menzies wrote: "As for contem-
porary history, I have no great faith in it. What is the source
material? All too frequently . . . it consists of newspaper
material all of which is slanted one way or another, and
does not stop short of the gossip column."

Menzies did not write that he "would be pleased if his
descendants destroy his private papers" (page 3). He wrote,
"My executors will do me good service if they use the in-
cinerator freely," which is very different, for in his memoirs,
Afternoon Light, Menzies commented wisely on the purposes
of keeping a diary and of the errors of writing to justify
oneself and to inculpate others. He also admits that he was
writing in his salad days, when he was "consequently more
prone to intolerance and hasty judgements."
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Menzies and Churchill. . .
I do not find Mr. Day's reasons for Churchill and Menzies

"concealing their conflict" very convincing, nor do I share
his view that the threat of Menzies to seize the Premiership
was a very serious one, and I cannot believe Churchill
regarded it as such. Mr. Day gives no weight to the constitu-
tional issues involved, to the attitudes of both the Conser-
vative and Labour Parties, nor to the reactions of people like
Eden and other legitimate contenders for the succession. He
has made much of the PreSs and of the observations of
politicians. But why is it that, apart from the alleged silence
of the two principals, one finds no hint of this matter in the
writings or diaries of Eden, Macmillan, Nicolson, Cadogan,
Hankey, Beaverbrook, and James Stuart (Conservative
chief whip from January 1940 through the Coalition govern-
ment) — or in Martin Gilbert's official biography of Chur-
chill? No doubt writers like Mr. Day, and Mr. Irving, would
answer this by claiming a "conspiracy of silence."

I am not certain that the portrait of Menzies and the ac-
count of his aspirations would have the approbation and
approval of Menzies, were he alive today. It is significant

that Menzies' Afternoon Light, published after Churchill's
death, deals specifically with the events of 1939-41 yet makes
no mention of this bid to oust Churchill. Nor is there
reference to an inadequate P.M. in the long and moving
tribute to Churchill in that book.

It cannot all be because "old men forget" discreetly.
Menzies was always too candid and outspoken for conceal-
ment of such an important matter. It would be monstrous
to suggest that Menzies would be so devious and
hypocritical.

Some years ago, while in the Scottish Highlands, I sought
in a craft shop a wooden mould for decorating pats of
butter, and requested one with a rose motif. Fiercely the
bearded owner demanded, "Whit fer ye want a rose? Whit's
wrang wi' a thustlel" If this book is to be believed, Robert
Menzies sought vainly the thorny rose of the British
Premiership in World War II. George VI never summoned
him to the Palace to commission him to head the Govern-
ment, but Elizabeth II did make him a Knight of the Thistle.
The rose was illusory; the thistle at least was real. One goes
to Downing Street, not Fleet Street, for Prime Ministers. D

"A great voice rolling around the world; a great spirit inform-
ing the voice; a great courage warming the listeners' ears and
causing their hearts to throb; a wonderful feeling that we were all
at the gates of destiny. For my generation, these need no
memorial. But for my grandchildren, they need to be recorded.
For if, as 1 hope and believe, they live and work in a free country,
they will owe their freedom and their enjoyable industry to one
man above all; the great man who expressed the genius of his
mind and the indomitable courage of his heart through the power
of speech unrivalled for a hundred years. Let the clever critics
come on; let them explain Winston's 'errors' and, by implication,
show how much wiser the;y would have been."
- SIR ROBERT MENZIES IN AFTERNOON LIGHT, CASSELL, 1967

Churchilliana:
Lapel Badges BY L.L. THOMAS

I am not entirely satisfied with the
photography here, but there were problems
in doing it at all, and I hope that these in-
teresting items will reproduce reasonably
well. All six badges have fasteners for use on
lapels. The Chartwell badge is still available.
"SEND FOR CHURCHILL" was made for the 1951
General Election. The round badge at right
shows army and navy -flags and the RAF
roundel; this and the centre example with
WSC in the "V" were wartime productions.
The locomotive on left shows the "Winston
Churchill" steamer in Southern Railway
colour and number prior to the change to
British Railway, whilst the righthand is of
the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch
Railway. (We welcome more photos of such
artifacts. — Ed.)

12



Video: "The Last Bastion"
Australia, Churchill and the War

BY JOHN G. PLUMPTON

THE LAST BASTION, A Network 10
Australia Production, 160 MINUTES
(DISTRIBUTED BY ACADEMY
HOME ENTERTAINMENT)

For those who like their history with
a little more drama than the usual
histories and biographies, there is a
wealth of video available to enjoy in
their own homes. One of the better
productions is The Last Bastion, a
rather long but thoroughly engrossing
account of Australia and her wars.

Note the use of the plural because
this is really the account of several ma-
jor battles that took place from 1939
to 1945: the Allies vs. the Axis;
Australia vs. Britain; Menzies vs. Chur-
chill; Menzies vs. Curtin; Curtin vs.
Churchill; Australia vs. America; and
MacArthur vs. Blarney.

The story opens with an effective jux-
taposition of dramatic episodes with
real war footage. Prime Minister Robert
Menzies announces that because Bri-
tain is at war, so is Australia. The
domestic split is early apparent when
Labour members argue that Australian
troops should not be sent to Europe.
The Government replies that no
guarantee can be given concerning the
destination of the troops and that
Japan's intentions are critical.
Australia, of course, wanted Britain's
guarantee that Singapore would be
defended because it saw that base as
crucial to its own security. The lack of
British concern in these early months is
illustrated in Anthony Eden's remark
about the Japanese: "They can't even
make a watch that works." Later, the
Australians were to be assured by the
British that the Japanese warplanes
were "technically inferior."

Others in Australia advised that one
Japanese aircraft carrier and one army
division could take Australia in three
days. This threat was strong pressure to
keep the troops at home despite Bri-
tain's plight. But Prime Minister Robert
Menzies believed that "if Britain falls,
the Empire falls," and he wanted an
Imperial War Council to include all
Dominion Prime Ministers. Their

place, he said, was in London, and he
set out to ensure that his views pre-
vailed on the Churchill Government.
On the way he visited Australian
troops in the Middle East and was in-
formed that they were treated like rein-
forcements for the British army.
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No Imperial War Cabinet was
formed, but Menzies did sit on the
British War Cabinet for a short time in
1941. Although there is no evidence
here of the fight for power portrayed by
David Day in Menses and Churchill At
War, the relations between the two
leaders were stormy to say the least.
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When Menzies accused the British
Prime Minister of leading Australian
troops into impossible situations
without sufficient support, Churchill
asked: "What would you have me do —
surrender?" "No," stormed Menzies.
"Just listen to voices other than your
own." But in The Grand Alliance, Chur-
chill claimed that Menzies' visit had
been most valuable. "He had sat
through two critical months with the
War Cabinet, and had shared many of
our most difficult decisions. He had not
been satisfied either with the organisa-
tion of the cabinet or with my exercise
of such wide powers in the conduct of
the war. . . . Although my dis-
agreements with him were serious, our
relations had been most friendly."

Menzies was also having problems at
home "with a Brutus or two." He
returned to ask the Labour leader, John
Curtin, to join him in a National
Government. When his own party
withdrew its support, on the grounds
that he had been absent for so long and
had sold out to Churchill, he resigned
and Curtin became Prime Minister un-
til his own death just before the peace.
Churchill was able to commisserate
with Menzies because of the similarities
in the political fates. After Menzies'
resignation Churchill wrote him that "I
went through a similar experience
when I was removed from the Admiral-
ty at a moment when I could have
given the Anzacs a fair chance of vic-
tory at the Dardanelles."

The battles between Curtin and
Churchill were primarily strategic
although an amusing incident showed
other differences. When Churchill
asked for background material on Cur-
tin he was told that he had been jailed
for opposing conscription in World
War I, had an alcohol problem and was
of Irish background. Churchill replied:
"If that wasn't enough, he's a socialist!"
Later in The Hinge of Fate, Churchill
makes the following comments about
his relationship with Curtin: "Our
discussions about the relief of the
Australian troops in Tobruk had not
been agreeable. Later in the war, in
easier times, when he came to England
and we all got to know him well, there



was general respect and liking for this
eminent and striking Australian per-
sonality, and I personally formed with
him a friendship which, alas, was cut
short by his untimely death."

In his worst moments, Churchill was
quite caustic about the Australians. He
blamed them for the failure to sweep
the Dardanelles at Gallipoli and com-
mented that "you can't breed a decent
race from convicts and Irishmen." One
would hope the producers of this film
were exercising considerable artistic
license in these scenes.

To Curtin and his supporters, Chur-
chill's Government treated the Austra-
lians as merely appendages. ("As far as
Churchill is concerned the Empire ends
at India but if he betrays Australia,
history will indict him.") They were
constantly told that if Singapore were
to fall, the British would abandon the
Mediterranean and come to their aid.
Menzies seemed to accept this promise
more than any others. Most of the
Labour members and a good share of
Menzies' colleagues took it for the
empty promise it was. Given the
strategic importance that the British at-
tached to the Mediterranean, there was
little likelihood that it would ever hap-
pen. In any event, Australia did not
have the resources to hold out until the
British assistance arrived. Besides,
Churchill reassured everyone that
"Singapore cannot possibly fall."

But it did, and the British were
unable to do anything about it. Britain
no longer ruled the Pacific waves if it
also wanted to keep a fleet on the
Atlantic and Indian Oceans and the
Mediterranean Sea. So the Australians
publicly turned to America for support.
Menzies thought that this was going at
their heritage with an axe. Churchill
said they could go to hell. Roosevelt
was just as angry. He thought that a
public speech by Curtin to the effect
that Australia's destiny was in the
hands of America smacked of panic
and disloyalty.

Needless to say, the Australians were
very distressed by the American policy
to put Europe first. But their view of
things changed somewhat when the
American General Douglas Mac-
Arthur was put in command of
Southwest Asia and sent to Australia.
The brawl between Curtin and Chur-
chill was over. There would be no
brawl between Curtin and MacArthur.
Although MacArthur was every bit as
determined and obstinate as Churchill,

he was on the scene and able to con-
vince Curtin that this absolute control
was necessary to fight the war with
Japan.

The last part of the film dramatizes
the efforts of MacArthur to rally his
forces in the defence of Australia and
the preparation for a return to the
Phillippines. The main rivalry here was
between MacArthur and General
Blarney, the Australian Army Com-
mander. MacArthur informed his own
officers that he had not brought them
from Corregidor "to take orders from a
bunch of colonial hicks." Curtin took
MacArthur's side to the extent that all
communication between Australian
political and military officials had to go
through the American commander.
Blarney's retort was that Curtin had
just silenced his last Australian voice.
The Australian military saw themselves
in a "back-seat" at best in their rela-
tionship with the Americans.

The view we get of Winston Chur-
chill in this film is one of a leader
desperately trying to establish priorities
and marshall all the resources of the
Empire in support of those priorities.
Hitler was the enemy and nothing must
interfere with the plans for his defeat.
Not all allies within Britain, the Empire
or the United States agreed with him,
but he believed it his duty to prevail.
Because he was at the centre of power,
he was also the focal point for everyone
who wanted to influence policy. But as
he told the Australian envoy in one
scene: "You can't kick me around. I'm
not kickable."

Churchill also had trouble, not-
withstanding his patronizing views of
the Empire, understanding Australia's
"whining." Her fears were just that —
fears. Britain's travails were real, the
bombing was real. Furthermore, the
bombing was on London and other
central cities, not in British equivalents
to outback areas like Darwin. Chur-
chill believed that Britain had suffered
greatly relative to her allies. When
he told Anthony Eden that he wept
openly when he thought of the boys in
the airforce who had been sacrificed, he
had to be reminded by Eden that many
of those boys were Australian.

Their great ally, Franklin Roosevelt,
is seen in full support throughout the
story. He knew that war with Japan
was coming and he knew that Australia
was in danger. But he accepted Chur-
chill's arguments for making Germany
the primary enemy and refused to be

distracted from that policy despite
numerous entreaties from Australian
representatives.

It was a master stroke by Roosevelt
to send MacArthur to Australia, al-
though it was interesting to see the
President phoning the Australian
Prime Minister to tell him that the
General was already in his country.
Nevertheless, MacArthur was just what
the Australians needed, and in the
end he was probably worth as much to
them as the British divisions and bat-
tleships that never appeared. Curtin
welcomed the assignment of MacAr-
thur because he was sure that the
Americans never would have sent their
top general if they had thought that
Australia was going under. He did not
know that Roosevelt partially saw the
appointment as an opportunity for
MacArthur to fulfill his need to be a
martyr.

Despite Australian fears, Churchill
and Roosevelt were right. Australia
could be saved only if Japan was
defeated, and that event had to be
preceded by the defeat of Germany.
Churchill had to sacrifice part of the
Empire to accomplish it. But no part of
the Empire paid nearly the price that
Britain herself did. To reverse Menzies'
comment: If Britain was saved, the Em-
pire was saved — although in quite a
different form.

Timothy West is a very plausible
Churchill, as he was in other produc-
tions like Churchill and the Generals.
Robert Vaughan plays an improbable
MacArthur. I'm afraid I still see him
more as Napoleon (Solo, in The Man
From U.N.C.L.E.y. The actors who play
Menzies, Curtin, Anthony Eden,
General Marshall and Roosevelt por-
tray them credibly and generally look
like them, but why do they have
George Marshall sporting a moustache?
The choice of the supporting characters
in the story is also interesting. Chur-
chill's only adviser is Anthony Eden;
military men like Ismay or Brooke have
no dialogue. Roosevelt has only Mar-
shall and King, no civilians like
Hopkins or Rosenman.

The Last Bastion is an excellent in-
troduction to domestic Australian
politics and that country's role in
the war. Despite the inevitable license
taken regarding some personal conver-
sations, it is good history and entertain-
ing drama. What better team could we
ever have (unless it was Churchill and
Roosevelt)? •
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P.G. Edwards, "S.M. Bruce, R.G. Men-
zies and Australia's War Aims and Peace
Aims, 1939-1940," Historical Studies
(University of Melbourne), Vol. 17, No.
66, April 1976: 1-14.

During the period of the so-called
"Phoney War" there was considerable
discussion between Britain and the
Dominions over what they were fight-
ing for. References to this controversy
are almost totally absent from Chur-
chill's memoirs. The key Australian
participants in this debate were S.M.
Bruce, the High Commissioner to Bri-
tain and Prime Minister R.G. Menzies.

"War Aims" refers to the conditions
upon which a government will suc-
cessfully conclude hostilities. "Peace
Aims" includes a view of what sort of
world should be created after the war.

The Australians were anxious to re-
spond to Hitler's peace initiative of 6
October and feared that Germany was
winning the propaganda battle — par-
ticularly in Australia and the United
States. Chamberlain's response was
seen as lame and uninspiring. Menzies
cabled Chamberlain with the sugges-
tion that "we are not aiming really at
victory but rather looking beyond it to
a laying of the foundation of a better
international system." Chamberlain
misunderstood. He thought Australia
and the other Dominions believed, as
he did, that the commitment to war was
reversible and an acceptable settlement
with Hitler was possible. They did not
share his optimism.

On the other hand, the Australians
did not agree with the French, and the
British as represented by Winston
Churchill, who wanted a post-war
world essentially similar to the pre-war
world but with Germany defeated,
disarmed and perhaps dismembered.
Bruce had vehemently informed Chur-

chill that world opinion would not per-
mit a vindictive peace settlement aimed
at subjecting and destroying Germany.
All the Dominions wanted to avoid
another Versailles peace.

Although Menzies and Bruce were in
agreement, there was some dissent
within the Australian Cabinet. The
Minutes merely state that the proposals
"did not meet with general agreement."

When United States Undersecretary
of State Sumner Welles visited the war-
ring capitals on a fact-finding tour in
February 1940, Bruce informed him
that Australia and the other Domin-
ions were even more resolute than in
1914. He also advised Welles that the
only way to avert disaster was to have
President Roosevelt put forward revolu-
tionary proposals for a new political
and economic order in the world.

The debate over peace aims ended
with the German Blitzkrieg in May,
1940, and the accession of Churchill to
Prime Minister ended any doubts about
the resolution of the British leadership.
Bruce told Menzies that full support
from the United States was now critical
and that German propaganda after the
expected fall of France must be
countered.

Bruce persisted for some months in
trying to persuade Churchill of the
value of a statement of peace aims in
terms that must have seemed
dangerously socialistic to the British
Prime Minister. But the question of the
defense and survival of the British Isles
very quickly became the primary war
aim for all. Nevertheless, the
Australians were more than pleased
with the concepts that emerged in the
Atlantic Charter, on which Roosevelt
and Churchill agreed in August 1941.
As the turning-point in the war passed
in 1943, the Australians now had to
plan for a more just and egalitarian
society at home, and consideration was
being given to the organization which
would inevitably replace the League of
nations.

The Australians, particularly Bruce,
had been caught in a paradox in ad-
vocating their views. They wanted to
appeal to German and neutral public
opinion, but they also wanted to
galvanize and inspire British and Allied
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public opinion. The Churchillian
resolution and rhetoric required for
one had the opposite effect on the
other. For their part, the British
thought that the Dominion High Com-
missioners, again particularly Bruce,
were undependable busybodies with
not enough to do.

D.S.C. Sissons, "Australian War Policy
1939-1945," Historical Studies, (Univer-
sity of Melbourne), Vol. 17, No. 69, Oc-
tober 1977: 489-505.

Only two of the belligerents of World
War II were at war longer than
Australia. Few suffered less. Australia's
contribution in absolute terms was
small, but it was enough to make a
discernible impact on the shape of the
war. Australia's political and military
leaders in 1939-1945 were confronted
with numerous problems whose intrin-
sic intellectual difficulty was out of all
proportion to the meagre military
resources the nation commanded. So it
is not really surprising that Australia's
war policy had its shortcomings.
Australia was completely ignored in the
planning of the air offensive over
Europe, the most costly single cam-
paign, in terms of lives lost, in which it
was involved. In early 1942, at the time
of greatest need, the Australian
homeland was almost bereft of effective
defence forces. From August 1942 until
January 1944 Australia's army played a
vital role in helping an Allied com-
mander achieve his ambitions, but this
help was not publicly recognized by
that commander, General Douglas
MacArthur. In the last year of the war
Australia made its maximum military
effort in the field, but this was in cam-
paigns which were completely useless,
strategically.

While fighting beside Britain against
Germany and Italy, Australia almost
completely surrendered strategic con-
trol over her own forces to Britain. In
the war in the Pacific the key decisions
concerning Australia were made in
Tokyo, Washington and to a lesser ex-
tent London. In particular, there was
Japan's decision not to conquer Aus-
tralia; America's decision to hold



Australia and use it as a base for a
counter-offensive; and Britain's series
of decisions about the Malayan cam-
paign.

Australia produced no wartime figure
of the stature of Churchill or
Roosevelt. Robert Menzies had a
mediocre record as Prime Minister until
he lost power in 1941. The greatest
figure was Prime Minister John Curtin
whose most notable skill was softening
animosities on the home front.

The decisions to involve Australian
troops in the disastrous landing in
Greece, the fiasco in Crete, the losses at
Tobruk and the successful invasion of
Syria were made by British leaders with
little consultation with Australia,
although Menzies was in London and
asking Churchill some very probing
questions.

The seven months following the at-
tack on Pearl Harbour saw the most
frenzied period of decision-making in-
volving Australia. The failure to hold
Singapore made evident Britain's in-
ability to defend Australia. Churchill

and Curtin engaged in a major battle
over whether the Australian 7th Divi-
sion should go home or go to Rangoon.
If Churchill's wishes had prevailed the
Australians would have reached
Rangoon just in time either to be cap-
tured by the Japanese, or to take part in
the disorganized retreat to India.

Australian Official Histories con-
clude that on a comparative population
basis the Australian performance was
very good compared to the allies.
Without the Anzacs there may have
been no Greek or Crete campaigns,
and they certainly kept the British from
collapsing in the Middle East at
Tobruk. They also played a crucial role

Australians, never represented, could at least count
on frequency of meetings between their chief allies:
this one, at Quebec on 18 August 1943, was the sixth
of 11 (counting Cairo twice at either end of Teheran)
between FDR and WSC. Standing, L-R: Gen.
"Hap" Arnold; Sir Charles Portal, RAF; Gen. Sir
Alan Brooke; Adm. Emest }. King, USN; Sir John
Dill; Gen. George C. Marshall; Admiral Pound,
RN; Adm. Leahy, UShl. Seated at left is Prime
Minister Mackenzie King of Canada.

at El Alamein.
In the Pacific, Japan was defeated by

the submarine campaign which sank
her merchant marine and by Nimitz's
Central Pacific drive which brought
Japan within the range of American
bombers. One might even argue that
Australia lengthened the war by help-
ing MacArthur to divert resources from
the vital Central Pacific theatre, but it
should be remembered that a signifi-
cant proportion of the American sub-
marine campaign was fought from
bases in Australia.

Australia was unable to retain con-
trol of its own warriors. It was also pro-
foundly influenced by a pre-war
strategy which depended on Singapore
as central to Australia's security. It
wasn't, but its fall led to an excessive
reliance upon American aid and to ex-
cessive willingness to let MacArthur
determine strategy in the Southwest
Pacific Area. But how can a small na-
tion have much say in determining the
strategy of a coalition in which its part-
ner is some hundred times stronger? •
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