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THE MEDIA RECREATES GERMANY

Not adl Commonwealth readers will recognize these bozos, but to
Americans they are al too familiar, perfectly captured by the newsletter
Media Watch": Dan Rather (CBS), Sam Donaldson (ABC) and Tom
Brokaw (NBC). Listening to this crew manage the news with their
shallow analyses and 30 second sound bites makes me ponder the wisdom
of Alistair Cooke's statement that without the MacNeil-Lehrer News
Hour on Public Television, "we'd be in a very bad way." (Donaldson is no
longer ABC's anchorman, having moved to a news show nobody
watches; but a fev weeks ago Peter Jennings proved his worthy successor
by offering "a smple truth: after years of trying to get rid of the Nicar-
raguan Sandinistas, there is not much to show for [U.S] efforts . . .")

Well, now that the Germans want their country back — including the
substantial dice of it awarded at Yalta and Potsdam to Poland — the
news-entertainers are explaining why they can't have it, instructing us
solemnly on the provisions of the Yata and Potsdam agreements.

None of them, of course, ever raises the corollary, that the Poles aso
deserve back the thick dab of Poland awarded in 1945 to: the Soviet
Union. Good gracious, we don't want to offend that ardent democrat
Mikhail Gorbachev, the Russian Thomas Jefferson!

Churchill, whose influence was diminished at Yata by the waxing
power of his dlies and at Potsdam by the British election, wrote cogently
about dl thisin 1953. 1 must mail dff a copy to Dan Rather, not that it
would do any good:

"There were many matters on which it was right to confront the Soviet
Government — and also the Poles, who, gulping down immense chunks
of German territory, had obviously become their ardent puppets. All this
negotiation was cut in twain." Had he been returned by British voters,
Churchill added, he hoped "to have a show-down at the end of the
[Potsdam] Conference, and, if necessary, to have a public break rather
than dlow anything beyond the Oder and the Eastern Neisse to be ceded
to Poland." [ Triumph and Tragedy]

There is no doubt that, to quote National Review, "the nation which
put itsdf in the hands of Wilhelm Il and Adolf Hitler has earned the fear
of its neighbors, however mischievous many of the current fear-mongers
may be. The second thing to note is that dl the fear in the world won't
keep the two Germanies from coming together."

Churchill said after the war, "My hatred of the Germans died with
their surrender.” Surely it is not unreasonable, with the Soviet Empire in
declared retreat, that ancient wrongs be redressed? Danzig ("Gdansk") is
as German as Lwow ("Lvov") is Polish, as Winnipeg is Canadian.

It is unlikely that a White House and State Department that walk on
eggshells will raise the question. Perhaps Mrs. Thatcher will.

- RICHARD M. LANGWORTH, EDITOR

1$29 a year from MediaWatch, 111 S. Columbus Street, Alexandria VA 22314,




INTERNA TIONAL DATELINES

ERRATA: TYPCSE!

| am getting old. Copy for Finest
Hour is read fifteen times by three peo-
ple, and still we miss typos, which we
immediately see in the final product. If
any North American who takes pride as
a proofreader would like to review
galleys (and can send corrections on to
us poste-haste), please contact the
editor!

FH 64, pl5: "I am used to a rich
vocabulary in Finest Hour, but | can't
find 'peipatetic’ (in reference to Lord
Moran) in any dictionary," writes a
reader. Probably not: since we meant to
say "peripatetic"! Also, the curious tag
line "advertisement" was supposed to
fdl on page 19. Sorry.

FH 65: Five typos of varying
disgracefulness. Page 3 line 1. Mr.
Oostra is a Dutch member; p3 RH col-
umn pgh 7 should refer to Gilbert's
Volume VIII not Volume Ill. We sad
"British Guinea’ when we meant
"British Guiana" on p27. We mis
spelled the names of Gordon Coull
(p26) and Calvin Voegtle (p32).
Aarrgh! Apologies. RML

ALISTAIR COOKE:

WE WERE LUCKY

LANCASHIRE, UK, JAN 13TH - Dorothy
Jones writes: "l was listening to Alistair
Cooke's BBC broadcast from America
this week and he talked about the
thousands of invitations he receives

each year to attend functions. He sorts
them into the definite 'Nos," the 'l'd
like to but shouldn't' and the 'Yes |
must' but the last group represents
fewer than 1 %. ICS obviously was one
of the favoured few in hosting Mr &
Mrs Cooke at its 1988 convention!" We
are most grateful.

PORTER HONOURED

LonooN — David Porter of Shoreham,
Kent, chairman of ICS of the UK, isto
be presented to the Queen Mother in
recognition of his charitable work on
behalf of the "Guinea Pig Club,"
which exists to support wounded
British, American and Commonwealth
airmen of the Second World War.
David and the several Churchill
Societies are deeply honoured.

HIS SPIRIT SLEEPS

MARRAKESH, MOROCCO, JAN 15TH — W. F.
Deedes (in an unidentified newspaper
clipping) writes of his visit to the
famous Hotel Mamounia with Lord
Aldington, both of them having been
"on the low rungs of Churchill's last
administration . . . We were taken to
Churchill's old suite of rooms. They re-
main as they were, save for a steel shut-
ter over the windows to discourage rob-
bers, which is lifted by a switch. The
corridors approaching the suite are lined
with photographs of him. The large
half-panelled sitting room is furnished

with light brown leather chairs and sofa,
a big desk and pieces which look as if
they are made from pale walnut but are,
| think, cedar from which the craftsmen
of Marrakesh still produce objects of
great beauty.

"A couple of steps led up to the
bedroom, with its gigantic bed, short
canopy overhead and a mgjestic view of
the Atlas mountains. The bathroom in-
cludes bubble bath and good crystal. On
the walls of the suite are photographs of
Churchill as a young soldier, a young
politician, a young married man, a
young Cabinet Minister and in North
Africain 1944.

"Not long ago, | was shown Genera
MacArthur's old suite in the Manila
Hotel, slightly modernised so that VIPs
can use it. The Mamounia, wisdly, is
content merely to add these rooms to
Marrakesh's humerous museums."

¥
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WSC'SON THE "TIME" COVER

MURFREESBORO, TENN., FEB 3RD - |In
response to a recent question which we
answered incompletely, John David
Marshall advises that Churchill ap-
peared on the cover of Time magazine
eight times: 14Apr23, HMay25,
4Sep39, 30Sep40, 6Jan41, 5Jan42 (with
FDR and Stalin), 2Janl950 and
5Nov51. That will keep collectors busy.

LATEST INFORMATION: CHURCHILL TOURV

AUSTRALIA IN 1991

We have received a tremendous
amount of advice, suggestion and sup-
port from Australian ICS members
about atwo week tour in 1991. We have
resolved a number of points and would
be glad to hear from North American
members who might attend.

* TIMING: October (Spring) or May
(Autumn). Remember, the seasons are
reversed down under.

» SCOPE: In brief, the Great Barrier
Reef, Queendand Outback, Sydney,
Hunter Valley wine country and
Melbourne, with an option of five extra
days touring Tasmania. (Remember,
Augtralia is as large as the contiguous

United States, we cannot bite off too
great a chunk.)

* ROUTE: Not at dl settled but if
possible we may fly West Coast USA to
Cairns for Barrier Reef/Queensland,
take train or plane to Sydney for
Canberra/Sydney /Hunter Valley and
the ICS Meeting, move on to
Melbourne where your tour will end or
continue (you'll have a choice) to
Tasmania.

* CARRIER: Almost certainly Qan-
tas, who will offer members $260 maxi-
mum airline ticket to the departure city
(LA or San Francisco) and an open-
ended return policy (you can come back
anytime up to two weeks &fter the tour
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ends), plus numerous coach, hotel and
tourguide contacts.

e COST: Qantas airfare will be
around US$1295, and at an estimate of
$150 a day for 12 days, the basic cost
will be around $3095; Tasmaniawill add
about $600. This includes all meals,
hotels, intercity transport, to the usua
superlative standard of Churchill Tours.
It aso dlows for inflation . . . and it
may be less.

* INTERESTED? Write the editor,
or telephone (603) 746-4433, or fax
(603) 746-4260. We need to hear from
you. This will not commit you to
anything but we must know the depth of
interest in order to plan.



LONDON, FEB. nTH - We are sad to report
the death this day of a good friend to
the Churchill Societies and Sir Winston,
Denis Kelly, WSC's literary assistant
on The Second World War, whose work
also produced the abridged editions by

Cassell, Houghton Mifflin and Time-
Life. We are grateful that he lived long
enough to see his essay, "The Dream
(3)," about his encounter with the shade
of Churchill, published in Finest Hour
62. Grace Hamblin writes, "Sir
Winston once said to Denis, 'If | were
offered the black velvet curtains of eter-
na sleep, | might not decline." (Martin
Gilbert's biography.)" Rest well,
Denis.

WHEN Denis Kélly decided to make his
career at the Bar, | am sure he saw his
role as the doing of justice and the put-
ting right of wrongs rather than the pur-
suit of a career, ill less of material

gain. He was always at heart an idedist -

in the sometimes quixotic Chestertonian
way, and "alovely man with it", as his
Irish forebears would say. '

Kelly was born in Dublin Castle in
1916. . After his parents moved " to
England they lived -for a‘time in Lon-
don,

DENISKELLY

in Sloane Street then in Sussex _

and findly in Oxfordshire. Denis read
History for his honours degree at Baliol
(where he had rowed for his college as
well as spending much time in the
hunting field). It was entiredly in
character that when he was called to the
Bar by the Middle Temple in 1942 it
was in Royal Artillery uniform rather
than in the usua barrister's robes.
Thereafter, he served in India and
Burma and fought with his Mountain
Battery under Slim at Imphal and Bhoti-
daung. For dl his gentle character, he
must have been very brave, for he won
the Military Cross there. After the war
he returned to Oxfordshire.

Denis Kelly was a cerebral lawyer (he
had won the Blackstone scholarship)
and athough he became a pupil in
Gilbert Paul's chambers and thereafter a
tenant ‘with Raymond Needham's the
daily cut and thrust of the Bar was not
really much to his liking. When he

heard that Winston Churchill wanted an -
~“archivist he applied for and ‘was given

the task, being welcomed by the great
man with the words, "Well, my boy, |

want you to bring - Cosmos out - of
Chaos." Denis got on well ‘with

Winston, and was soon helping to draft
much of his memoirs. =~

On completion of that work, and after
aperiod spent in New Y ork with Conde
Nast, Kdly returned to the English Bar
and hisflat in the Temple, having joined
the Chamber of Elwyn Jones QC.

He was too good and unassuming a
man ever to be a rea success at the Bar
(ditting as Recorder he once incurred the
Establishment's displeasure by fining an
errant motorist one penny) but often
visited his chambers for tea and a chat
particularly in his last years, and he was
made a Bencher of the Middle Temple
in 1976. His devout Catholicism led
him frequently to the peace of Prinknash
Abbey, where he is now buried.

On the last day, having seen both his
solicitor and his priest, Denis said to
Anne, "Now that is everything tidied
up, dl- neat, the secular and the
spiritual. |1 am ready to go now."

Michae Burke-Gaffney

Richard Denis Lucien Kelly, lawyer,
born Dublin Castle 31 January 1916,
MC 1944, Recorder of the Crown Court
1972-80, married 1945-Anne Marie
Suart Anderson (marriage dissolved
1954, one daughter) dled 17 February

11990.

Datelines continued . . .

MUDDYING UP FULTON
WASHINGTON, MARCH 5TH - In an essay for
the usually-balanced MacNeil-Lehrer
News Hour, commentator Roger Mudd
invoked former Truman aide Clark Clif-
ford to gloss over the leading message
of Churchill's speech at Fulton,
Missouri 44 years ago. Clifford helped
Mudd write off the speech simplistically
as "the opening savo of the Cold
War," failing to mention the overriding
message, which was that "Sinews of
Peace" depend on an understanding
with a kinder and gentler Soviet Union
— exactly the formula which now seems
to be working. Mudd should try harder:
we expect objectivity from MacNeil-
Lehrer. Clifford should consult his
political colleague Pamela Harriman,
whose admirable review of the Fulton
speech appeared in Finest Hour 58.

Mudd aso reported that the Fulton
Memorial is hoping to have Gorbachev
deliver a "new Fulton speech” declar-
ing the end of the Cold War and the Iron
Curtain — a terrific idea, if he hasn't
sent the tanks into Azerbaijan again, or
Lithuania.

LOMUN/

VIVE LIETUVA

VILNIUS, LITHUANIA, 11TH — A
Declaration of Independence was issued
by the Lithuanian Parliament today;
Latvia and Estonia will follow in due
course. This is a piece of news that,
despite constant misrepresentations of
his positions a Teheran and Yallta,
would have cheered Sir Winston im-
mensely, as it does us. (See "Churchill
and the Baltic," Finest Hour 53 and
54.)

MAR.

SPINK WW2 MEDALS

LONDON, NOV. 15TH — Spink areissuing a
series of 25 sterling silver medas to
commemorate what they rather inac-
curately call "Winston's War," to be
struck in a quantity of 5000 between
now and 1995. Each medd is 45mm in
diameter and weighs 44.52g. "A
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substantial benefit" is said to have been
reserved for the Archives at Churchill
College Cambridge. The initial price
was £37.50 each but the offer may have
closed or atered by now. Contact Spink
Modern Collections Ltd., Freepost,
Croydon CR9 9ED, UK.

HARDY URGED

TO PLAY HITLER

LONDON, SEPT. 9TH - Peter Tory, who
spouts a regular fountain of rubbish in
his column in the Daily Express (see FH
63 pp 5-6) says Robert Hardy overplays
his roles as Segfried the vet on "All
Creatures Great and Small" and
Winston the PM on, well, everything.
Now he says Hardy overdoes it so much
that he ought to be perfect for playing
Adolf Hitler.

Tory admits he has "no real idea of
how Churchill talked in private" but
doubts that he spoke to "Bomber" Har-
ris "as if he were addressing the Empire
on the wireless." (Hardy played WSC
in a controversial TV epic about Harris
last year.)

Unlike Tory, Mr. Hardy has taken the
trouble to learn what he doesn't know.




Datelines, continued

Hardy's speech to ICS (1987 Pro-
ceedings), noted the pains the actor took
to verify Churchill's "private voice" —
which, on reflection, Lady Soames told
him was no different from his "public
voice." The soft call of the cuckoo is
gl calling Mr. Tory.

SPEAKING OF THE BIRDS . . .
LONDON, SEPT, IST - The East End's
Canary Wharf development is to have
an avenue named after Churchill.
"What a cheek!," writes Labour
booster Mary Gotman of Limehouse to
the Evening Standard. "How would the
people of Woodford like a street named
after Clem Attlee (who was MP for
Limehouse  and then West
Walthamstow)?" They'd probably like
it fine, since it would remind them of a
great leader of the Labour Party. There
were great Labour Party leaders once,
you know.

BARE KNUCKLE APOLOGY

NEW YORK - MARS9 - Mrs. Allen Ed-
munds reports a dinner at which afriend
was seated next to Lady Churchill and
across from WSC, who kept making his
hand walk up and down, two fingers
bent a the knuckles. The fingers ap-
peared to be waking towards CSC.
Finaly her dinner partner asked, "Why
is Sir Winston looking at you so wistful-
ly, and whatever is he doing with those
two knuckles on the table?"

"That's simple,” Lady C replied.
"We had a mild quarrel before we left
home, and he is indicating it's his fault
and he's on his knees to me in abject
apology." — READERS DIGEST

MORE FROM THE "DIGEST"
NEW YORK, FEB. 8TH - The Readers Digest
asked ICS to help pin down a Churchill
quip, and we found it in My Years With
Churchill by WSC's valet, Norman
MacGowan (London & New York:
1958), page 138 ...

Arriving in New York on his 1952
trip, Churchill was asked by a gushy
lady: "Doesn't it thrill you to know that
every time you make a speech the hall is
packed to overflowing?' Replied WSC:
"It is quite flattering, but whenever |
fed this way | always remember that if
instead of making a political speech |
was being hanged, the crowd would be
twice as big."

HAILSHAM WRONG, SAYS FOOT
LONDON 24AFR® - L ast issue, this column
reported that Lord Hailsham had de-
nounced the Sutherland portrait of
Churchill (presented to WSC by Parlia-
ment on his 80th birthday) as a
"deliberate insult." We now report that
Hailsham's opinion provoked strong
dissent from Labour MP Michael Foot,
who writes: "Sutherland was one of the
great painters of the age. He had done
brilliant portraits of Somerset Maugham
and Beaverbrook, Churchill's close
friend. These were reasons why he was
invited to paint the portrait by a number
of MPs, of whom Aneurin Bevan was
only one. | remember myself entering
the House on the day the portrait was
displayed, when one of the policemen
remarked: 'We've often seen him look
like that.'

"I cannot vouch for that policeman's
quality as an art critic, but | would rate
his claim above Lord Hailsham's."

— EVENING STANDARD

AT LAST

LONDON, JULY 3IST - Sir Richard Vickers,
director general of the Churchill
Memorial Trust (UK), announces that
"due to the benevolence of an
anonymous donor, at least one Chur-
chill Travelling Fellowship will be
awarded in the field of history each year
gtarting in 1990." Until now, Trust
Fellowships did not include the
"History," category, which has always
struck us as curious in a scholarship pro-
gramme named for Churchill. Finest
Hour congratulates the anonymous
donor for finally allowing Trust
scholars to follow Churchill's dictum to
James Humes: "Study history, study
history. In history lie al the secrets to
statecraft."

DID WINSTON KNOW?
LONDON - The town was buzzing last
year over the memoirs of a wartime of-

ficer at the British Code and Cipher
School, Eric Nave, who is publishing
another "tells all" book alleged to con-
tain shocking relevations. Nave'sis that
Churchill knew "that six Japanese air-

craft carriers, two battleships, two
heavy cruisers, one light cruiser and
nine destroyers [had] left their base in
the Kurile Islands in November 1941,"
and that on 20 November Britain had in-
tercepted a message from Admiral
Yamamoto which said, "Carry out sec-
ond phase for opening hostilities."

"Had Britain shared with the
Americans its full knowledge, the attack
on Pearl Harbour would never have oc-
curred,” Nave continues. This duly
caused every Churchill-hater from
George Gale to David Irving to chimein
that "Churchill Knew" about the Pearl
Harbor attack, and deliberately
withheld the news from Roosevelt in
order to get the USA into the war.

The trouble is: (a) whether or not
Churchill made a conscious decision in
this regard is not presently verifiable but
moreover (b) the Americans knew as
much as Nave says the British knew,
and did nothing about it. This is more
than amply documented. Perhaps Mr.
Nave should change his name to
"Naive."

FROM THE SUBLIMETO THE . . .
HOLLAND, YORKSHIRE - Mrs. Lorraine
Rathbone's "Winstons Pizza," winner
of the 1988 "Pizza Restaurant of the
Year Award," exhibited at G-Mex,
Manchester last June. Rathbone's
achievement "has been to extract the
Italian connotations from pizza and to
substitute a bulldog British theme based
on her hero, Sir Winston Churchill.
Diners are treated to a 1940s at-
mosphere and eat to the strains of Vera
Lynn." All congratulations to Ms.
Rathbone. We remember how deftly
Churchill extracted the Italian connota-
tions from the Axis.*

DESPATCHBOX

BOOK REVIEW DISSENT

In his review of my book, Churchill:
Images of Greatness (FH 64 pp 21-22),
Michael Richards wonders why it is
necessary to have 40 pages of
biography. Incredible as it may seem to
some, the Churchill story is unknown to
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many, and my book was not written ex-
clusively for ICS members. The
biography was also used as background
into which the story of the com-
memorative items was woven. The
book was not designed as a collector's
reference work because that would tend



Despatch BOX,

continued

to restrict somewhat
market.

Mr. Richards describes my phrases,
"The storm clouds gathering over
Europe darkened," "Nemon was com-
missioned to sculpture the first statue”
and "WSC returned to Parliament in
1916 owing to lack of command" as a
kind of patent English. To what exactly
does he object?

He then queries my description of
Churchill as a "civilian" in the Boer
War. Churchill had resigned his com-
mission early in 1899, and if he was no
longer a soldier what else could he be
except a civilian?

He questions my description of the
Sidney Street criminals as Latvians and
my statement that Chamberlain issued
an ultimatum when German troops
massed along the Polish frontier. The
Sidney Street leader was a member of
an anarchist Communist party in Latvia
and the others are believed to have
originated from the same parts; and if
Chamberlain didn't issue an ultimatum,
who did?

Mr. Richards seems surprised that the
Atlantic Charter was a document. No
less an authority than Martin Gilbert in
his book, The Second World War, refers
to it as such.

My mention of the £25 Boer wanted
poster is criticised as a "clanger."
Despite the article in FH 57, the
poster's origin has not been entirely
disproved and Churchill himself re-
ferred to having had a "price on his
head" during his Irish Treaty negotia
tions with Michael Collins.

Finaly Mr. Richards objects to "in-
statement of Lord Hdifax as Prime
Minister would be unconstitutional”
and then says that Lord Salisbury
operated successfully as PM from the
Lords. Since 1923, peers have been dis-
qudified from holding the office of
premier [because] in that year when
Lord Curzon hoped to be nominated as
Premier, preference was given to
Stanley Baldwin,. a commoner. Lord
Douglas-Home relinquished his title in
1963 in order to become Prime
Minister, using machinery set up by An-
thony Wedgwood Benn, MP, formerly
Viscount Stansgate.

My book was never intended to be a
catalogue and individual photographs
would have increased the price con-
siderably. Nor was it devoted solely to
ephemera because a selection of al im-

the potential

ages, great and small combined, form
the enormous field of art surrounding
the personality of Churchill.

— RONALD SMITH, ENFIELD, MDLSX., UK

PEERS AS PRIME MINISTERS

| disagree that Peers are constitu-
tionally barred from serving as prime
minister. In 1940, Hdifax said that it
would be very difficult for him to
discharge his duties outside the House.
He said "difficult," not "impossible."

Douglas-Home became PM in
November 1963, but he renounced his
peerage and fought a by-election at
Kinross, during which, although
already Premier, he was technicaly a
member of neither House. | had a short
note from him in April 1976 headed
"Lord Home, K.T. [Knight of the This-
tle]" so | presume he was reinstated.

- L.L. THOMAS, EMSWORTH, HANTS, UK

MR. RICHARDS REPLIES

| did write that the incompleteness of
Mr. Smith's book was "understand-
able," though we may question how in-
complete a book can be without losing
most of its value, and this one is severe-
ly incomplete in many areas. | also ac-
cept Mr. Smith's points that his book
was not written exclusively for ICS and
that the Churchill story is ''unknown to
many"; but if the story is unknown to
people collecting such material, why are
they collecting it?

These are perhaps debateable ques-
tions, but | objected far less to the inclu-
sion of a biography as | did the inac-
curacies in it — and believe me, | did
not list them all. Surely, if the book is
intended to acquaint newcomers with
the subject, they might be given
biographic material of unquestioned ac-
curacy instead of myths, half-truths and
"clangers"?

Invariably, for example, the book
adopts the secondary definition or ex-
planation. Dictionaries list "sculpture"”
as primarily a noun, secondarily as a
verb; the preferred verb is "to sculpt.”
WSC returned to Parliament in response
to political imperatives;, if "lack of
command" affected his decision at al it
was very much of secondary import.
Churchill may have been technically a
civilian in the Boer War, but the Boers
didn't think so, and civilians don't nor-
mally lead troops in battle (in re the ar-
moured train). Of the seven Sidney
Street criminals only two had Latvian
surnames (FH 43 p9), and the rest Ger-
man. It is not possible to be both anar-
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chist and Communist, though in fact the
party Mr. Smith wants is the Socid
Democrats (Rumbelow: The Sege of
Sdney Sreet, 1965).

In other places Mr. Smith is smply
dead wrong. The Atlantic Charter was a
joint communique, not a signed docu-
ment in the sense of a treaty or agree-
ment. Storm clouds come pre-darkened.
Chamberlain issued an ultimatum when
Germany invaded Poland; troops mass-
ing aong the border didn't cause this,
and for several days there was doubt
that even the invasion would produce an
ultimatum.

Mr. Thomas has aready commented
about Lord Halifax. Churchill's Great
Contemporaries makes it clear that Cur-
zon's status as a peer, while it might
have been used as'an argument against
him to the King, was not an absolute

disgualifier: that there were other
reasons.

Finally, I'm sorry, but the Boer
"Wanted Poster" redly isa "clanger."
The fact that Churchill, a great
humorist, used such props when it

suited him (as indeed another clanger
about Brendan Bracken being his il-
legitimate son) does not make the poster

true. At best there was but one
"poster,” in Afrikeans — but Mr.
Smith writes: "The Boers put out

'‘wanted' posters in both English and
Afrikaans."

The point is, if this book does reach
people who are interested in the "im-
ages" but know nothing of the man, we
who know the facts are obliged to
deliver them, not to perpetuate myth.

| certainly agree with Mr. Smith that
individual photos would have been im-
practical; but surely it is not asking too
much that toby jugs be grouped
together, brass items, and so on? Asitis
they are freely mixed and, as | wrote,
the reader is quickly lost. Likewise, if
the author readly meant to use the
biography "as background into which
the story of the commemorative items
was woven," why has he depicted only
two items in the biography and dl the
rest after it?

| do not mean to be unjust to Mr.
Smith; he has shown me many things |
had never seen before, and | am sure
that's true for many. | felt obliged to
record my disappointment that Images
of Greatness is poorly organised and
laced with error, part-error and pre-
sumed error about the man we jointly
revere.

- MICHAEL RICHARDS, BOSTON, MASS. USA




ENGLISH-SPEAKING AGENDA

Finest Hour herewith commences a series of articles
on crucial matters before the English-Speaking Peoples,
a project we are sure would merit the approval of Sr
Winston Churchill. The Churchill Society regards pro-
moting brotherly understanding of mutual problems and
policies among the English-Speaking community one of
Churchill's prime objectives, and our own. Indeed it is
all the more pertinent in view of the changes sweeping

Australia's Changing

A New Blueprint

KEITH SUTER

aving just passed the 50th anniversary of the
H outbreak of World War |l, Australians are
bracing themselves for the long haul of six
years reliving of the glorious role during 1939-45. This
is one campaign that will certainly not "be all over by
Christmas."

It is a campaign in which Winston Churchill will
receive a mixed reaction. Churchill's magnificent war
effort will be acknowledged, but the low priority he ac-
corded Australia's own security will also be recalled.
Perhaps it is appropriate, then, to trace the evolution of
Australia’s foreign policy, and the dramatic changes
now taking place in it. In December 1941, Austraia
changed allies: from the UK to the USA. Now, with
Communism in decline, the USA is no longer the global
trendsetter, Asia is becoming more important in the in-
ternational economy, and Australians have a new
perception of themselves and their nation.

THE UK ALLIANCE

The world's oldest, driest and flattest continent,
Australia has been inhabited for at least 40,000 years.
The Aborigines found ways of living in harmony with
this rugged, inhospitable land. Their extermination
from 1788 onwards was not only this nation's greatest
moral error but robbed us of a unique source of
knowledge on just how the continent can be made
hospitable. In line with many western developed na-
tions, a growing number of Australians seek lives which
are inwardly rich and outwardly simple. Aborigines had
developed such a way of life, but many clues to it were
destroyed with them.

British control over the Great South Land, as it was
called, began in 1788. Like other Europeans the British
had previously shown little enthusiasm for colonization.
All that changed with the loss of the thirteen American

not only Europe but Asia and the Americas.

This series, which we originally planned under the
title ' 'English-Speaking Peoples,” has been renamed
"English-Speaking Agenda, "which we deem morepre-
cise. We welcome contributions of any political view,
our only stipulation being that the material is relevant to
our purpose. — Editor.

Foreign Policy

colonies, necessitating an alternative site for the dump-
ing of convicts. Additionally, with increased European
activities in Asia and the Pacific, Britian saw Austraia
as a good staging post for the Royal Navy.

Since most settlers came from the UK, the pattern of
loyalty to Britain was quickly established as a feature of
Audtralian life and foreign policy. The continent was
settled piecemeal, with different states, each dealing in-
dependently with London. On 1 January 1901, the
Commonwealth of Australia was declared; but the new
nation remained fervently loyal to Britain. Indeed most
Australians were super-patriots smply because they
were so far away and felt themselves obliged to be par-
ticularly loyal at so great a distance.

This loyalty was manifested by Australian willingness
to send troops to maintain order in other parts of the
British Empire and to aid Britain in war. From Africain
the 19th century to Flanders and Gallipoli in World War
I, Australians fought with distinction. In the latter,
Australia lost more troops per capita than virtualy all
the other combatants.

THE USA ALLIANCE
Australia automatically went to war against Germany
on 3 September 1939. Australian defence forces were

Keith SQuter is director of the Trinity Peace Research
Institute in Perth, Australia, chairman of the Australian
Branch of World Federalists and a member of the ex-
ecutive committee of the International Law Association.
He is one of twenty recipients of the Australian Govern-
ment 's Peace Awards, the author of several books and
numerous articles, and an ICS member.

'This theme is explored in Bruce Grant, The Crisis of
Loyalty: A Sudy of Australian Foreign Policy, Sydney:
Angus & Rabertson, 1972.




presumed to be under some form of British control. The
Royal Australian Navy, from its inception in 1910, had
been intended to operate with the Roya Navy; some
British officers were deployed to Australia to ensure
that this happened. Hitler had few admirers in
Australia, so the decision to go to war received little
criticism. But would Germany and Italy remain the only
enemies? During the 1930s, Japan had adopted an ag-
gressive foreign policy, most notably in its invasion of
China. Some Australians worrried about the threat of a
Japanese attack south towards Australia. They had a
clearer perception of this threat than did the British
Government.

The basis of Australian inter-war defence planning
against attack by the Japanese revolved around the idea
of "forward defence" from Singapore. The naval base
was expected to be defended until the arrival of a British
battlefleet to defeat the Japanese fleet.

Winston Churchill, as First Lord of the Admiralty,
provided this advice in November 1939:

Singapore is a fortress amed with five 15-inch guns,
and garrisoned by nearly 20,000 men. It could only be
taken after a Sege by an amy of a least 50,000 men,
who would have to be landed in the marshes and jungle
of the Isthmus which connects it with the mainland. As
Singgpore is as far from Jgpan as Southampton is from
New York, the operation of moving a Japanese amy
with dl its troopships and maintaining it with men and
munitions during a Sege would be forlorn. Moreover,
uch a siege, which should lagt at least four or five
months, would be ligble to be interrupted if & any time
Great Britain chose to send a superior flegt to the
scene. In this case the besieging army would become
prisoners of war. It is not conddered possible that the
Japanese, who are a prudent people and reserve ther
drength for the command of the Ydlow Sess and
China, in which they arefully occupied, would embark
upon such a mad enterprise?

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in 7 December 1941,
thereby starting its war against the US and entering
World War Il. The attack coincided with the invasion of
the Kra Isthmus ports and the consequent sweep
southwards towards Singapore, which fdl on 14
February. British policy, while admitting the grave
dangers which Japan posed to British colonies in Asia,
remained based on the need first to destroy Germany.
The Austraian Prime Minister, John Curtin, said the
war with Japan was "a new war," not "a subordinate
segment of the general conflict." This view annoyed
Churchill but it prevailed throughout most sections of
Australian society. Curtin set out his views in what
became his most famous foreign policy statement:

The Audrdian Government therefore regards the
Pecific sruggle as primarily one in which the United
Sates and Audrdia mug have the fulles sy in the
direction of the Democracies fighting plan.

Without any inhibitions of any kind, | make it quite
clear that Audrdialooks to America, free of any pangs

as to our traditiond links or kinship with the United
Kingdom.?

The Australian Government was soon aware that its war
priorities were in line with a substantial body of opinion
within the US Government. The UK was able to con-
vince the US Government that Germany was the main
enemy but the US agreed that the Pacific theater should
also receive considerable attention.

Japan's December 1941, decision, then, changed the
entire basis of Australian foreign policy. Australia,
while still retaining its traditiona links with the British
monarchy, decided henceforth that its main protector
should be the US. Since World War Il the US has vir-
tually replaced the UK entirely as being Australia's
foreign policy mentor.

The new arrangement has been formalized via a
series of military treaties. The main one, concluded on
1 September 1951, is the Security Treaty between
Australia, New Zealand and the US (ANZUS). The full
military significance of this treaty remains unclear. It
does not include a specific commitment on any party
immediately to assist another in the event of an inva-
sion. This is not a unique problem since no nation
wishes to be committed automatically to going to war to
assist another nation. However, it was an important
agreement politically since it reassured Australia and
New Zealand, which both felt vulnerable following the
UK's decline as a world power, that the US would at
least have some form of obligation to help them in the
event of an attack. Australia's main worries at that time
were derived from suspicions about the Soviet Union's
increasing military power and the US's advocacy of a
peace treaty with Japan, which would pave the way for
Japan's rearmament. The treaty went along way toward
reassuring Australia, and facilitated regular meetings
between government ministers and military exercises.
Built on top of the ANZUS treaty has come a succession
of Australian-US agreements providing the US with im-
portant military facilities in Australia. Even though
New Zedand itsdlf is no longer an active ANZUS par-
ty, the Australian-US defence relationship remains.

CONTINUITY AND CHANGE

The postwar theme in Australian foreign policy was,
ironically, one of complacency. Having acquired a
"protector” to look after them, the government and
people devoted little attention to foreign issues, which

2"Winston Churchill's Memorandum on Australian and New
Zedand Defense' November 21, 1939 in John Robertson
and John McCathy (Editors) Australian War Strategy
1939-1945: A Documentary History, University of

Queendand Press, 1985, p. 144.

*Quoted in WF Mandle Going it Alone: Australia's National
Identity in the Twentieth Century, Melbourne: Penguin,
1977, p.121.




have rarely been magjor items of debate in national elec-
tions.

There are various explanations for this. Oneis smply
the belief that the US will assist if Australia is threat-
ened. Second, Australia has not been serioudly threat-
ened since 1788 (apart from the small Japanese raids on
the coast); it has no record of being invaded by any im-
mediate foe. Third, Australians generally are compla
cent in most aspects of life. They care deeply about
sport, drinking and gambling and, except for periods of
economic depression, Australia has consistently en-
joyed one of the world's highest standards of living.
Apart from the genocide against the Aborigines, there
has not been any magor socid violence on the scale
found in other nations. There has been no civil war. The
system of industrial arbitration, although it has not
prevented strikes, has done much to convert potentia
violence into a series of protracted, complex and expen-
sive battles in law courts. These factors have al given
the average Australian a sense of self-satisfaction.

However, Australia is now having to create a new
foreign policy to dea with international changes. The
change is being achieved in a less stressful atmosphere
than World War Il and it is being conducted with far
less controversy. Nonetheless, a change is underway.

Foreign problems are a great deal more complicated
than they ever have been. Before 1941, the UK's
priorities were automaticaly the guidelines for
Australia, and the UK's enemies were automatically
Australia's. But the UK has retreated from its interna-
tional responsibilities and is focusing much of its atten-
tion on European matters. The US's priorities provide
some guidelines for Australian foreign policy but, out-
side the Asian and Pacific region, Australia is now not
firmly wedded to al aspects of US foreign policy.

Foreign policy, furthermore, used to be based on the
military defence of the nation. Diplomats would try to
settle political differences by negotiation, and if that
failed, military force would be used. All nations now
have a more complex foreign policy. National govern-
ments are now involved in matters previously left only
to private citizens (notably trade) or which did not exist
a al (such as AIDS, "the greenhouse effect” and
telecommunications). Diplomats are now expected to be
instant experts not only on the traditional work of
diplomats, but also on trade, public relations, narcotics,
pollution, satellite communications and intellectua
property. Consequently Australiais having to change its
foreign policy, as are al the other nations of the world.

THE COMMUNIST THREAT

The unifying theme in postwar Australian foreign
policy is declining. The new Soviet Government,
headed by Mr. Gorbachev, has displayed a less ag-
gressive foreign policy (such as its withdrawa from
Afghanistan in 1989) and has improved its relations
with the US.

Meanwhile, communist China, which was one of

Australia's opponents in the Vietham war, is now
regarded increasingly as an important political ally.
Conservative politicians like China's opposition to
Soviet foreign policy; conservative members of the
general public like China's capacity for hard work,
good organization, low crime and patriotism.
Businesspeople see China as an important market for
their products. In short, with improved ties with com-
munist China, it has become irrelevant to refer to the
"communist threat" from the north. In both the USSR
and China, the Marxist dogma of centralized planning is
being replaced by a greater reliance on private enter-
prise, the free market economy and international trade.
If the Cold War is over, it is because the communists
have recognized that they have lost the battle of ideas.

THE DECLINE OF THE US

Austraians are aways amazed at how a nation of so
many people fail to produce first-rate presidential can-
didates. The last President Australians generally found
inspiring was John Kennedy. Lyndon Johnson divided
Austrdlia over the Vietham War; Richard Nixon's
honesty was doubted; Jmmy Carter has aready disap-
peared into the mists of time; Ronald Reagan was not
taken as serioudly by the average Australian as he was
by his fdlow Americans and Austrdian Prime
Ministers.

President Bush is not, to Australians, as exciting a
politician as is Mr. Gorbachev, but he is not treated
with the same derision as was President Reagan. He is
Sseen as a cautious, conscientious, competent manager
who recognizes that the US is no longer able to
dominate the world in the way it did forty years ago.
For example, during his July 1989 European trip, the
President promised only US$125 million to aid Poland
and Hungary — far less than they hoped for, but about
as much as the US could afford. The US began the
1980s as the world's magjor lender; it is now the world's
major debtor. The US is ill one of the world's two
most powerful military nations, but power today comes
from the checkbook rather than the gun.

A recent Australian newspaper article set out how
Australia's foreign policy is differing from that of the
United States:

Right now Audrdian officids are important playersin
four different sets of internationa negotiations. There
probably hasn't been a buser period in Audrdian
foreign policy snce the 1950s. In three out of four
negotiations, Audrdian officids are working againg,
or a best pardld to, rather then with, American do-
ficdas. When Mr. Bush and members of his Ad
minisration tak about "multipolarity”, about
chdlenges to Americean leadership of the Wed,
Audrdia is one of the many poles they may have in
mind.

Audrdia is opposng the US, for example, on
whether the world needs a treaty dlowing mining in
agreed circumstances in the Antarctic, or one banning
mining atogether. . . .




Earlier in the year, Austraian Prime Minister
Hawke floated the idea of a Pacific nations Organiza-
tion for Economic and Co-operation Development
(OECD). Amazingly, the Prime Minister not only did
not consult the US before announcing this important in-
itiative, but specifically excluded the US from the
original design. . . .

In trade issues the pattern is even clearer. Australia
is leading a group of nations in the current round of
world trade negotiation in Geneva which opposes the
policies of both the US and Europe. It is an important
third player.

In the negotiations to ban chemical weapons, in
which Australia is unexpectedly prominent, we come
closest to the old way of doing business. The
Americans asked us to hold a conference on chemical
weapons and the chemical industry, so we did. But
even here, there is more independence than before.
The conference Australia conducted was not really the
one the US State Department had in mind.

They wanted it to focus on ways to stop the transfer
from industrial countries to poor countries of the
means to make chemical weapons. Very early on, the
Australian officials realised this was unlikely to in-
terest poor countries, so they changed the focus and
delegates ended up discussing how a worldwide ban
would be monitored.*

THE RISE OF ASIA

Australia is culturally tied to the UK and politicaly
tied to the US but is geographically closer to Asia,
which is likely to be the focal point for the world in the
21st century. It seems that for about the last 4,000 years
the world has had one central point which has had more
significance for the world a that time than any other
part. Egypt, Babylon, Syria among others all had that
role in the period prior to Greece's rise. After Greece
came Rome. After the Roman Empire, it was the turn
of Western Europe. During the 19th century, it was
Great Britain. In the first three quarters of the 20th cen-
tury, it was the United States.

The movement westward now comes full circle. Ow-
ing to zero population growth, Europe is rapidly
becoming an old persons' home built alongside the
Asian kindergarten. The world's total population in-
creases by about 200,000 persons a day, most of them
born in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Two out of
three people on the world's surface are Asian. With the
present population of South Asiaat 1.3 billion, and with
the median age at 17, the number of mothers-to-be who
are sill virgins exceeds the entire population of the
United States. No European nation, except the Soviet
Union, is among the world's most populated nations.
And the Soviet Union may soon be much smaller than it
iS now.

The UN has now recognized a new category of na
tions: newly industrialized countries (NIC's) which are

“John Edwards "Cautious George Towards 2001" The
Sydney Morning Herald, September 23, 1989, p.73.
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al developing countries with high rates of economic
growth. The magor NIC's are Brazil, South Korea,
Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Thaland and
Malaysia. All but Brazil are Asian nations. If one in-
cludes Japan with the Asian NIC's, then Adga is the
fastest growing region in the world.

Ironically, it is Australia's World War Il foe that has
been the key in Australia's postwar economic develop-
ment. Japan is Australia's mgjor trading partner: arela-
tionship based on one country with extensive natural
resources and the other with a very efficient manufac-
turing sector.

A NEW AUSTRALIAN OUTLOOK

Despite the British and US ties, there is a new mood
sweeping across Australia. It is difficult to identify it
precisely but it is manifested in many ways. It is derived
from the abovementioned factors. Some elderly Austra-
lians ill refer to the UK as "home" or the "old coun-
try." But many new arrivals in Australia do not come
from the UK, and "home" to them is, for example,
Greece, Yugodavia or Turkey. The third largest
"Greek" city, for example, is Melbourne, and Sydney
is one of the largest "Yugoslav" cities. So far, these
people have had little political impact on Austraia
because their prime concern has been to adjust to their
new land and not to cause trouble. But their children,
when they become adults, will have less reticence and
will become more active politically. Meanwhile there
are the children of British migrants who have been born
in Australia and for whom Britain does not present the
same emotional links. The UK has been assisting this
process indirectly by reducing its Commonwealth ties in
preference to its new friends in the European Economic
Community. The US has never been able to replace the
UK as the source of emotional ties.

Young Australians — and some of their parents —
have begun to discover Australia. For example, in
schools there is less attention to British history and
British literature, and more attention to Australian
history and Australian literature. They are learning
more about the continent's original inhabitants and they
are appalled at the destruction of Aboriginal lives and
culture. They are learning to love Australia's ecology
and to appreciate its uniqueness. In short, for an in-
creasing number of Australians, there is less incentive
to look overseas for models, ideologies and approaches
to life. If anything, Asian ideals appea more to these
people. The US is an exciting place to visit but parts of
it are particularly dangerous to live in. Australian media
— imported US television programmes — carry stories
of the mounting US crime rate, urban decay and drug
problems. Australia itself seems much safer, and just as
interesting.

Finally, there have been some changes in the mak-
ing of foreign policy, al of which stem from the grow-
ing maturity of Australia as a nation. First, recent prime

continued on page 24
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Churchill Society Convention Update

Your Last Chance to Register for the Best A.G.M. Yet

You are cordialy invited to the 1990
Churchill Society International Conven-
tion, headquartered at the Stanford
Court Hotel, Nob Hill, San Francisco,
on Friday through Monday August 17th
through 20th 1990. Here is an update on
the program as it now stands:

Friday 17 August

15 PM: Registration and Churchill
Exhibits (books, paintings, memo-
rabilia), India Suite.

7PM: A cocktail reception will be
held preceding dinner; meet fellow
members and guests. Dinner will be left
to individuals although there will be a
dinner meeting of ICS directors.

Saturday 18 August
8:30-10AM: Registration continues.
8:30-12 Noon: Exhibits open.
9:30-10:30AM:  Churchill Society

Annual General Meeting, Ballroom.
10:30-11:30AM:  "Churchill Pur-
suits": Frank Mayer (Churchill's
Postwar Influence on the Conservative
Party), Jim Muller (The Education of
Young Winston) and Douglas Russell
(Orders and Decorations of WSC, his
new book, which will be on hand).
11:30AM: Coffee and tea will be
served while Messrs Mayer, Muller and
Russell take questions.
12-2PM: Lunch break (open).
2-3:30PM: Panel Discussion: Chur-
chill and "Glasnost", with Patrick Gar-
rity, staff member, Center for National
Security Studies;, Larry Arnn, Presi-
dent, Claremont Institute; Richard
Langworth, Executive Director ICS.
4-4:30PM High Tea and Fashion
Show, sponsored by Burberry's.
6-7PM: Cocktail reception.
7-10PM: Dinner in the Ballroom,
with keynote speaker Robert Hardy,
CBE. Toasts and National Anthems;
music by the United States Army band.

Sunday 19 August

9-12 Noon: India Suite exhibits open
al morning.

10-11:30AM: Military Men Look at
Churchill: WSC as Commander, with
Cdr Larry Kryske, USN, and Lt David
Sampson, USAF.

12-4PM: San Francisco Bay boat
cruise and lunch (optional).

6-7PM: Champagne Reception hosted
by Alfred Dunhill of London Ltd.

7-10PM: Dinner in the Ballroom,
with guest of honor Lady Soames, who
will answer questions submitted in ad-
vance by attendees. Toasts and National
Anthems. Music by the United States
Navy band and a bagpipe solo.

Monday 20 August
9:30-11AM: Farewell breakfast (op-
tional).
1-10PM: Wine country tour with a
winery visit and tasting followed by a
dinner, San Francisco to Napa Valley
and return (optional).

ACTION THIS DAY!

Registration Costs

Registration: $50 per person. Din-
ners: $75 per person. (Includes all taxes
and wines and helps defray general and
speaker expense.) Optiona extras: San
Francisco Bay boat cruise $55, Farewell
breakfast $15, Wine Country tour,
tasting and dinner $85.

How to Register
Send a check for the tota amount
above to ICS Norcal, c/o Marvin Nice-
ly, 1119 Malta Court, Seaside CA
93955 USA. Please send US currency
only.

Hotel Reservations

The Stanford Court, one of the
world's finest hotels, offers ICS
members a speciad rate of $150 per
room per night from Thursday through
Tuesday nights. To book your rooms,
telephone toll free 1-800-227-4736 or
4737; in CA 1-800-622-0957; toll (415)
989-3500; ask for reservations and
mention ICS: or write the Stanford
Court Hotel, ICS Convention Desk, 905
Cdlifornia Street, San Francisco CA
94108.

Enquiries
For the answers to any questions
about the ICS Convention please contact
Merry Alberigi at (415) 883-9076 or
write her at 21 Bahama Reef, Novato
CA 94949 USA.
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“hectic.

“Winston.

SPEAKERS
The Lady Soarnes, D.B. E.

- Mary Soames is. the youngest_ of_

Winston and: Clementine Churchill's

five children. and the. only -one to

grow up at Chartwell, during her -
father's peak period as:a writer -and

“amid -the -political * storms ‘of the-

'tween wars years. During. World

"War I shie worked for the Red Cross:

and the Auxiliary Territorial” Service
in Britain, and also accompariied her. -
father as' aide -on ‘severa .of  his .

journeys overseas. In 1946 she mar--
ried Christophér Soames, who was:

subsequently :a Member of Parlia-
ment for sixteen years. -They: were
then assigned. by the British govern-
‘ment to posts -on the :Continent,

-where -he served as Ambassador to

France and late Vice President of the

"European Commission in-'Brussels;

and in.Africa, where he was the last.
British Governor of Southern
Rhodesia. As Patron of the Interna-:
tional = Churchill - Society, Lady
Soames has appeared at numerous
ICS functions in Britain, Canada and
the United - States, but only once
before (1983) as a convention
speaker. - She 'has proved of in--
estimable help to us as an advisor and
afriend, despite a pace that continues.
In the past year she has
served as chairman of the National -
Theatre, traveled to Alberta: for. the
unveiling of the new = Edmonton
statue of her father (FH 65),"

-completed a book abaut her father's

paintings (her fourth book about her
family), and_ still managed a brief
holiday in Mexico. The book, to be
published this autumn by Collins,
was written.with influentia Irish col-
lector and critic Derek Hill, and
features over 70 pictures by Sir-
"He did alot of painting in
the south of France and Marrakesh,"

she says. "But his favourite spot was
Chartwell." .

Robert Hardy,_C B.E.
 Nothing rankles like success. Al
Creatures Great.and Small used to be
‘a fme unsent| mental saga of pre-war
: - continued on page 14
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Robert Hardy

AT THE FRENCH HORN HOTEL, SONNING-ON-THAMES, BERKSHIRE

Robert Hardy, 64, last year
began his sixth series of
"All Creatures Great

And Small* (BBC1) and
played Sr Winston
Churchill for the sixth time
— in the mini-series "War
And Remembrance"

(ITV). Married twice,
three children.

e disarmed, by flattery,

my suspicion (gathered

from newspapers which

quoted him as saying he

was intolerant, and al-

leged his daughter claimed he was
"impossible") that he was a curmud-
geonly snob. "I usualy refuse invi-
tations to lunchwhen I'm not paying.
| like to be in the driving seat. But |
didn't redise the grandeur of this
enterprise," hesaid, accepting cham-
pagne and donning half-moon spec-
tacles to read the mouthwatering
menu from which he chose the most
mundane items - melon and plaice.
He hadn't yet seen War And
Remembrance but admired the direc-
tor, Dan Curtis. "Hehasapassionate
commitment to ensure the world
doesn't forget what happened during
thewar. Whether the seriesisgood or
not is another matter. It's a sequel to
Winds Of War whichwasn't. Onecan
be typecast playing Churchill. It's
dangerous to be versatile. I'm curb-
ing that habit but, oh Lor, I'm a
character actor. Occasionally one can
be better than usual. One endlessy
thinks of the great momentsto come.
"l have to keep saying to mysdif,
To play Hamlet at your age is out of
the question. Stop it!" I'd like to do
something in the theatre soon, but
won't talk about it in case it goes
wrong and everyone says, 'Boo,
sucks!' My dear ex-wife gave me the
mogt terrible blowing ups because |
blab. She said it made melook afoal.
I've never minded about that. You
can't if you're an actor. Anyway,

who cares if you're paid for it!"

Hardy started his career in the
classicd theatre, but moved to tele-
vison after a row with Peter Hall a
the Royal Shakespeare Company in
1960. "What | hated is he had no
affection for actors, preferring to kick
them around like dogs. | dways
wanted to act - get up a 4am
during the coldest winter on record,
shave your head, get into a car which
won't start, drive to Churchill's old
home and do a summer scene on the
terrace in a dinner jacket with the
snow blowing. Great," he said ironi-
caly. "l shrivel when people say,

"You're ahdl of agood trouper.' It's
like, 'She'savery good wife.' It redly
means she's a bore and ugly as the
back of a bus."

He sipped mineral water. "One
becomes a connoisseur of water in
bottles nowadays. When | first came
to live near here, it was an acute
pleasure to drink a pint of tap water
before going to bed. Now it's disgust-
ing. | find England depressing. At a
dinner party last night some deve-
lopers were congratulating them-
selves on how rent in acertain part of
London was going from £17 to £60 a
square foot and a lot of people had to

moveaway. | said, 'lnmy opinion that
practiceisasbad asgunning down stu-
dents in Tiananmen Square.' There
was the most wonderful silence.”

Thepresent serieswill bethelast of
All Creatures. "It's silly to go on too
long. I'm sorry we didn't stop earlier,
but wegot asecond wind. It'sbeenan
enormous success, but | have no idea
if the public likes me or not. | don't
believeviewing figures. They depend
on so many imponderables.”

That morning his daughter Emma
had announced her engagement. "I
wasn't agood father, but | get onwell
with the children now. | was often
away, or preoccupied with realy
demanding thingslikelearning dialo-
gue. I'm pernickety and have been
accused of being a perfectionist. A
third wife? Oh God, -can you imagine
anyone taking on a 63-year-old actor?
Besides, | don't back mysdf very
strongly in the marriage stakes: one
fdlen at the first fence, one broken
down. It must be even more difficult
for actresses to be married. At least
actors like to pretend to be grown up
offstage. | try, but | don't believe it.
Imagine a 'balanced' actor.”

Over coffee a man came up and
asked, "Remember me? We met
outsideabutcher'sin Shiplake. | told
you your number plate, RH 666, was
the mark of the beast, and was also

H my laundry number in prison?"

"I'd forgotten that," Hardy said,
amiably but, yes, his BMW dtill had
the same number. It wasgivento him
by a car sdlesman and he explained,
"666 comes from the Apocrypha and
means the danger of death. If you
understand that, you're a better man
than me, but Princess Elizabeth of
Yugodaviatold me, 'I'm notgoing in
that car.' It's tiresome, but | won't
giveit away. It'sworth abit of money
apart from anything else." He drove
me to Reading station. | wasn't
worried. There, was a talisman
pinned to the passenger door - a
picture of Sir Winston Churchill.

TATTLER

REPRINTED BY KIND PERMISSION OF THE SUNDAY EXPRESS MAGAZINE, © EXPRESS NEWSPAPERS PLC, MARCH 1989

13




Speakers. continued

vets," says aLondon critic of Robert
Hardy's best-known television
series. "Now it is sickly nonsense,
aimed at a Disney-fed Amefican au-
dience ... as twee as green Hunter

wellies and armless Puffa jackets." "

In the charming interview on page
13, Robert himself suggests that
perhaps, as Odgen Nash said of
progress, "it was al right once but
it's gone on too long."

But everything Robert Hardy does
is done well, and if he had to be
dragged rductantly into "All Crea
tures’ one more time it was only
because viewers on both ddes of
the pond love it for its honesty and
realism, now as ever. Likewise, ICS
-profoundly admires - Mr.. Hardy's
.studied role as Sir Winston -in

numerous productions since the .

"Wilderness Years' — a prbdljct
not only of admiration, but of serious
research, dedication and talent.

" His background is much-broader

than these two divers roles suggest.
Since graduating with honors from

Oxford he has played classical roles

with the Royal Shakespeare Theatre,
the OId Vic, and on tour in the U.S.
His television productions include
"David Copperfield," Henry V in
"An Age of Kings," and the Earl of
Leicester in "Elizabeth R." He
adapted, narrated and- presented the
great series "Horses in Our Blood";
a. television ‘documentary about the
campaign at Agincourt, "The Picar-
dy Affair"; and a radio play, "The
Leopard and the Lilies" More
recently he starred-in "Robin Hood".

‘with George Segal and in two rolesin’ -
the series "Hot Metal." ‘Among_his’
films are "The Spy Who Came in .~

"From the Cold." An expert'on ar-

chery, he has published the book:
Longbow, a history of that weapon;
and is archery consultant to the Mary
Rose Trust.

If Americans had a Peerage, they
wouldn't have to fill their gossip col-
umns with the antics of Hollywood
stars. Actors are treated as profes-
sionals in Britain, and it is not sur-
prising. when Robert says, "I can't
abide showbiz parties. and dl that
chit-chat." He likes . chit-chat on-
Winston -Churchill fine, we are hap- -
py to say, and he takes avery serious
view toward "keeping the memory
green and the record accurate” — a
god he shares with ICS. We are:
proud to have such afriend, honored

by "his support for our work, -and. "

deeply : grateful to have both ‘Robert -

~and Lady - Soames with us:-in-San . -

Book Reviews

An "Instant Remainder"

A Leatherbound Edition

An Eloguent New "Early Life"
Churchill and the Empire

WINSTON CHURCHILL | AN ILLUSTRATED BIOG-
RAPHY, by R.G. Grant, London: W.H. Smith, New
York: Gallery Books, 224 pages, profusely illustrated in
color and black & white, L8; ICS Churchill Book Club
price $15 (see sidebar).

My shelves are full of "instant remainders": books
created to satisfy momentary urges for something —
preferably well illustrated and flashy — about Chur-
chill. A gaggle appeared in 1965, another gaggle in
1974. During the fiftieth anniversary of his finest hours
a gaggle will probably appear again. | fully expected
this one to be among them. It is not.

R.G. Grant is good testimony to the old adage that
when you need ajob done right, hire aprofessional. He
is not a "Churchill buff,” but a freelance writer with
specialties running to political, military and espionage
subjects. He brings a good background but no apparent
preconceived biases to the study of Churchill, and he
has swallowed none of the old wives' tales which afflict
the Winston saga. The result is a first-class documen-
tary: broad, balanced and infinitely readable. The il-
lustrations, which include fascinating newspaper clips

WINSTON
CHURCHILL

AN HLESTRATED BIOGRAPHY
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and wartime poster and cartoon art (some in color), are
well chosen and expertly captioned, and there is a
thorough index.

Grant gives space both to the pros and cons of the ma-
jor issues. For instance, he notes that Churchill'srolein
the Irish settlement (1921) was "not without blemish
... he did nothing to stop the blatant gerrymandering
in the North which denied many Catholics their
democratic rights.” But he also explains that Churchill
piloted al the necessary legislation through the Com-
mons and was Parliament's chief architect of the even-
tual compromise: the only agreement to come out of
Ireland until the London-Dublin accords of the late
1980s.

This is an idea introduction to Churchill, especialy
for the young, with its generous coverage of Winston as
Action Man: the late Victorian years when WSC was on
every front itching for battle, and battering his energetic
way into politics. But the dyed-in-the-wool Chur-
chillophile will like it too — and will wait in vain for the
author to drop into conventiona pitfalls. For instance,
Grant illustrates the "Boer Wanted Poster" but deftly




avoids giving it serious credence. He mentions WSC's
claim that his captor in South Africa was Louis Botha,
but adds that it was really an obscure field-cornet called
Oosthuizen. Indeed Grant hardly gets anything wrong.
About the only serious gaffe | found was his reference
to My Early Life as "My Early Years."

Add this book to your shelf, or your coffee table;
perhaps the latter is the better place, for you'll find
yourself leafing through it again and again.

—MICHAEL RICHARDS

THE SECOND WORLD WAR, by Winston S. Churchill,
"'First Leatherbound Edition,” Norwalk, Connecticut:
The Easton Press, six volumes, 4960 pages, $234 from
the publisher at 47 Richards Avenue, Norwalk CT
06857.

Advertising this new issue of The Second World War
as the "first leather-bound edition” {Finest Hour 64,
page 19) is something of a misnomer, since Cassell pro-
duced a leatherbound presentation variant, and both the
Diners Club "Centenary Limited Edition" and "Col-
lected Works" editions of 1974 were |leatherbound. The
work being Sir Winston's best-known and best-selling
title, this review will confine itself to the rendering of
the edition and its value to the bibliophile . . .

. . . Which is difficult to establish, given the mixed
quality of the product. The leather must be of an in-
ferior grade because it is heavily varnished, a
characteristic of badly scratched hides — so heavily
coated is it that it lacks both smell and suppleness. The
books crack open under protest, suggesting that they
will not survive normal reading without serious hinge or
joint wear. The page edge giltwork and the cloth moire
endpapers are well done, and the paper is bright white
acid-free stock. The binding design is acceptable if
gaudy, but a set of tacky looking bookplates ("Pub-
lished Expressly for the Personal Library of [fill in your
name]") spoils it — thankfully these are laid in loose.
The text is taken directly from the Houghton Mifflin
American edition rather than the Cassell Edition, mean-
ing that it is not the "definitive" text with al of Chur-
chill's fina corrections; nor have the maps been
redrawn (as in the 1974 "Collected Works" edition) or
done in two-color (asin the two "Chartwell" editions).

What we have here is an "instant collectible" of the
style typified by the Franklin Mint's repro Faberge eggs
or the precious metal doo-dads coined by English mints
during the Churchill Centenary — flashy trinkets with
enough mass class to produce plenty of sdes as
"limited editions" but intrinsically not collectible, ex-
cept by the unknowing.

| don't think the books are badly overpriced — areal-
ly good full leather set would cost at least double the
money. But when you consider that for about the same
amount you can buy a very nice, illustrated English
"Chartwell Edition" (1954); or the superior quality,
half-leather Book-of-the-Month Club "Chartwell Edi-

ICS CHURCHILL 1BOOK CLUB:
NEW BOOKS AT DISCOUNT
ORDER FROM Churchillbooks, Burrage Road,
Contoocook, NH 03229 USAL. Add for Shipping: $3
first book, $1 each additional book. Visa and Master-
card accepted on orders over $100. The following
titles are available to members and friends of the
Society at the discount price shown at right:
Reg. ICS
No. Title Price Price
1001 India, First US Edition $35 $28
Introduction by
Manfred Weidhorn
1002 India, Leatherbound $100 $85
Edition(100 only)
1003 Malakand Field Force, $18.95 $17
Norton Edition
1004 The Boer War, Norton $19.95 $18
Edition.*
1005 My African Journey, $16.95 $15
Norton Edition
1006 My Early Life, Cooper $30.00 $25
Edition
1007 Images of Greatness $29.95 $20
(reviewed FH65)
1008 Blood, Toil, Tears & $18.95 $17
Sweat (speeches)
1009 Churchill: An $15.00 $15
[llustrated Biography
1010 Churchill 1874-1922, $35.00 $28
Birkenhead
1011 Churchill on Empire, $19.95 $18
Emmert
*Combines London to Ladysmith and lan Hamilton's
March.

tion" (1983); or two fine jacketed sets of first editions
(one English, one American), you begin to question
whether you redly need this version, Published Ex-
pressly For Your Personal Library.

-RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

CHURCHILL 1874-1922, by his godson the Earl of
Birkenhead, edited with a foreword by Sr John Col-
ville, London: Harrap, 552 pages, illustrated, £19.95;
ICS Book Club price $28 (see sidebar.)

Philip Ziegler, who describes Manchester's Last Lion
as "treacle" (see FH 62), gives mixed reviews to this
book, claiming it to be "riddled with inconsistencies,
ill-constructed phrases, minor inaccuracies and, above
all, repetitious' while a the same time outstanding
"for its eloquence, its integrity and its affectionate yet
clear-headed evocation of an extraordinary
personality.” The evocation which most impresses
Ziegler is the hackneyed old conventional view of a
Churchill "indifferent to the generality of mankind . . .
fanatically loyal. . . inconsiderate yet capable of show-
ing the most touching gratitude . . . The warmth of his

———— .}




own heart, his naivety, and his insensitivity to others
again and again combined to convince him that he was
uniformly loved ..." And so on.

The book is certainly schizoid, in that the early years
are largely boilerplate, derived ailmost entirely from the
published Churchill papers and one or two of the
author's favorite books, abeit good ones (Rhodes
James' Sudy in Failure, Bonham Carter's Churchill As
| Knew Him); whereas the Winston of the later years
comes across vividly through the author's persona ac-
guaintance with him. The find 40 pages, on Churchill
at Chartwell in the "Wilderness Y ears,” comprise a
brilliant essay ranking with the Prologue (" Chartwell,
1932") in Manchester's Volume II.

To explain how al this came about, the second Earl
of Birkenhead, son and biographer of WSC's great
friend F.E. Smith, was given access to the Churchill
papers on the understanding that he would write a one-
volume biography, not to appear until the last install-
ment of Gilbert's officid biography. (An ironic aside:
Gilbert is now working on a one-volume biography!)
But Lord Birkenhead died before he had written much
beyond 1922. His son Robin took up the task, only to
die after taking it to 1940. The torch was handed to Sir
John Colville who alas passed on before he could do
much more than write a Foreword. Robin Birkenhead's
1922-1940 sequel is "published privately" according to
the Foreword, but we are ill trying to determine
where, when and how, for the purposes of bibliographic
research.

What we have, then, is an unfinished portrait,
benefitting little from Sir John's deft editorial hand and
deserving of Ziegler's technica criticisms. But it is
much more than that, at least from the post-Dardanelles
period. Further, it is one of the most el oquent works on
Churchill ever penned, and more to the point than a lot
of the biographies it quotes, or the biographers who
guote it.

Take for example Churchill's attitude toward the
Bolshevik revolution, described by our modern right-
thinkers as small-minded, tragicaly flawed, short-
sighted and wrong-headed. "When starry-eyed
simpletons were aready rhapsodizing over the 'great
socia experiment,” " writes Birkenhead, "he saw only
leaders committed beyond recall to a regime whose vic-
tims were left rotting and freezing through the Arctic
night, under which mercy was annulled and God
blasphemed, and which rejected with contempt the
small, the local, the kindly. In a flash of incandescent
understanding, he realized that the Christian tolerance
which alone lent glory to life was not only to be abol-
ished but to be rendered heinous. It is to Churchill's
eternal credit that he grasped the unforgiving nature of
this philosophy in the dawn of its baneful power, and
recognized the presence of authentic evil.”

Powerful suff: and eminently true.

The author quotes his father liberally throughout — a
valuable bonus, for "F.E." arguably knew Churchill

.i.!-;‘.q ’

better than anyone outside WSC's family, and his sum-

mation is admirable: " ... how complete is the public
misconception of theman . . . thereis no man in public
life in England with a heart so warm, with a simplicity
so complete, with a loyalty so unswerving and so
dependable. He has, indeed, in the intimacy of personal
friendship a quality which is amost feminine in its
caressing charm. And he has never in dl hislife failed a
friend "

This is one of the 20 or 25 essential books for the well
rounded Churchill library. Harrap incidentally have not
entirely lost the aesthetic sense so evident in their
rendering of Churchill's Marlborough fifty years ago:
Birkenhead's book is handsomely bound with laid end-
papers and dustcover, the latter trimmed in gilt. Sir
Winston would have approved. -RML

WINSTON S CHURCHILL ON EMPIRE, by Kirk Em-
mert, Durham, N.C.: Carolina Academic Press, 158
pages, $19.95; ICS Churchill Book Club price $18 (see
sidebar).

This is the eighth book in the distinguished "Studies
in Statesmanship" Series sponsored by Professor Harry
Jaffa's Winston S. Churchill Association, the third
specificaly on Churchill, and one of the most con-
troversial. The dear old British Empire can use an ad-
vocate: Itsglory, says Jaffain the introduction, "was its
service to a cause that transcended Britain, that
transcended history, that transcended time itsdf. The
theme of empire becomes, as we follow it through
Churchill's life and thought, the theme of political rule,
as it acts to lift human life away from barbarism and
savagery towards civilization and human excellence.”

Churchill's theme as developed by Emmert through
guotes from WSC's works and speeches, is that of
"civilizing Empire" and the rule of law through
Parliamentary ingtitutions. But the underside of the sub-
ject is aso represented, in that Emmert devotes an ex-
tensive chapter to the reservations to Empire, as Chur-
chill himself expressed them.

Was it worth it to Britain to maintain the Empire,
clearly at greater cost than benefit? Is it not true that the
exercise of any despotic power, however well inten-
tioned, as WSC said, "never improves the ruler and
rarely gratifies the subjects’'? Are the ruled improved?
Churchill held Uganda ajewel of the African Empire,
but under Idi Amin the facade of civilization melted
away. Is civilizing empire also limited and moderate
empire? "Churchill understood the need to find some
other principle to control the expansive thrust implicit in
his view of the nature and requirements of




civilization,” Emmert writes. And, as early as The
River War, "Churchill made it unmistakably clear that
the British Empire was not exempt from the sobering
disproportion between intention and accomplishment.”

Altogether, this book provides a thorough review of
Churchill's thought on both sides of the Empire ques-
tion in a work not without modern applications, given
such issues as Australia's aborigines or the black
homelands within South Africa. Ultimately Emmert,

like Churchill, concludes that not al development need
take place in an imperial, or even a political, situation.
"The limits to the politica life are established by the
existence of other, at least equally elevated (or, as is
suggested in Savrola, more elevated) human
activities,” Emmert writes. "The civilized impetus
toward imperia expansion is thus restrained by the
recognition that it is possible to become fully civilized
inanon-imperia union." — M.R.

In Print Again, With the Help of |.C.S.

Twelve Churchill Works
You Couldn't Get in 1985

Five years ago the status of Sir Winston Churchill's
book-length works was as shocking as that of the
whooping crane. "Of the 37 individua books," we
wrote in Finest Hour 47, "29 are out of print and
another four are on the verge . . . The brilliant literary
heritage of Churchill is in danger of being lost to all but
the wealthy."

The International Churchill Society launched in that
issue a campaign to restore the vanished works to print.
It is not without a feding of self-satisfaction that we
look upon the record today . . .

We have obvioudy come a very long way. ICS lob-
bied hard for the reissue of the classc works now
published by Leo Cooper in London and W.W. Norton
in New York — so hard that they asked us to contribute
bibliographic notes and repaid us by a very kind two
page appendix giving the address of each Churchill
Society. The editor hasjust published the first edition of
India in nearly 60 years (dust jacket on cover), and a
deluxe leatherbound edition limited to 100 copies. Hod-
der & Stoughton's New English Library has issued a
new jumbo "Sceptre" paperback of the one-volume
River War with an introduction by the late Sir John Col-
ville; ICS has published The Dream, and unearthed the
remaining supply of an irreplaceable work, the four-
volume Collected Essays of Sr Winston Churchill. (We
aso found the Collected Works, but they have since
gone out of print for keeps.)

There is a lot more to be done. The World Crisis
(especially The Unknown War/The Eastern Front)
desperately needs reissue, with prices for originals soar-
ing; to alesser extent a new unabridged Marlborough is
needed. The Complete Speeches and most individua
speech books have dried up, though the latter remain
in good supply aid David Cannadine's Blood Sweat and
Tears is a selection of the best speeches. The editor
wants to move from his modest beginning, India, to
something more ambitious. a new replica of the two-
volume first edition River War. And so on!
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Woods No. & Title 1985 1990

Al out of in print: Cooper
Malakand Field Force  print UK, Norton USA*
A3 out of in print:

Savrola print Cooper, UK*

A4 out of in print {The Boer
London to Ladysmith print War) Cooper/Norton*
A5 out of in print (The Boer
lan Hamilton's March print War) Cooper/Norton*
Al12 out of in print: Cooper &
My African Journey print Norton*

A37 paper- in print: Cooper*
My Early Life back UK, Scribner USA
A38 out of in print:

India print Dragonwyck USA*
A39 Thoughts out of coming this year:
and Adventures print Cooper/Norton
A43 out of coming this year:
Great Contemporaries  print Cooper/Norton
Al145 out of supply found,
Collected Essays print till available
A149 unpub- in print, ICS

The Dream lished (see page 31)
Speech out of Blood Sweat &
Volumes print Tears available*

*Available from the ICS Churchill Book Club, c/o Chur-
chillbooks, see sidebar, page 15. (Write for details on
Savrola).

—— _ I
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PHOENIX, ARIZONA, 29 March:
Marianne and Karl Almquist launched the
Society's newest chapter, joined by eighteen
ICS members and friends including Fellow
of the Churchill Society Bill Schulz. A broad
range of future events were discussed as well
as plans to attend the August convention in
San Francisco.

SAN FRANCISCO, 4 Nov.: Luana Ham-
mett spoke to 42 ICS members and friends
(right) at the first chapter-wide planning
meeting for the 1990 convention, held at the
headquarters Stanford Court Hotel at Nob
Hill. The program led off with Luana's
presentation, "Winston Churchill and
Clementine,” and concluded after a lunch
break with a discussion of convention plans
and tour of the hotel. ICS/NorCal met again
in March.

BURSINEL, SWITZERLAND: Beryl and
Eddie Murray of ICS'UK (Eddie was WSC's
bodyguard, 1950-65) paid a nogtalgic visit to
Maison de Commune, where WSC stayed in
1946: another addition to ICS/Australia’s
"Churchill Sites Worldwide." (Photos by
Beryl Murray, LRPS)

BLADON, OXFORD, 24 Jan.: Members of
the International Churchill Society of the UK
paid their traditiona tribute at the Churchill
gravesite a noon on the 25th Anniversary of
Sir Winston's passing. The Rev. Canon John
Beckwith, A.K.C., Rector of Bladon, con-
ducted a brief service of Remembrance. Our
floral tribute of white chrysanthemums was
laid alongside Lady Soames Cyclamen.
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