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NO HANDBOOK SUPPLEMENT THIS ISSUE
WE HAVE NOT LE-T OUT your handbook supplement! (We refer to the buff
paper insert supplied with most issues, presently involving the new Red-
burn Bibliography of works about Churchill.) The work of preparing two
new publications (see below) precluded the usual supplement.

TWO MORE "TARGET '90" GOALS REALIZED

By now, Friends of the Societies (an exotic new term for what we used
to cal members!) should have received the Proceedings of the Churchill
Societies 1988-1989, containing papers from the Bretton Woods Churchill
Symposium (Professors, Schoenfeld, Wilson, Callahan and Wert) and
speeches to ICS or the Sir Winston S. Churchill Society by Alistair
Cooke, Lord Blake, Enoch Powell, Lady Soames, Maurice Ashley and
Martin Gilbert. This is double the sze of the last Proceedings and pub-
lished on behalf of al the independent Churchill Societies and the Sir
Winston S. Churchill Society of Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver,
Canada.

"Target '90" donations from Australia, Canada and the United States
aso financed Douglas Russall's new book, The Orders, Decorations and
Medals of Sr Winston Churchill, illustrating al thirty-seven and many in
full color, which was published in mid-August. Members of those
Societies will receive copies automatically. ICS United Kingdom did not
take part in this fund appeal but copies are available to UK members at
US $15 surface post or US $20 airmail. (ICS/UK has been offered copies
at cost for any purpose they require, and we have aso donated supplies to
Chartwell and the Churchill Memoria in Fulton, Missouri.)

Douglas Russdl's 104-page work is the most thorough description of
the circumstances, dates and wording of Sir Winston's orders, decora
tions and medals — the product of massive research with embassies and
medallic archives from Washington to Kathmandu. We are extremely
grateful to Doug for his effort, and to dl those who supported "Target
'90," who enabled us to publish this outstanding book.

Still to come: a fina "Target '90" publication, the Sherlock Holmes
pastiche The Boer Conspiracy, by John Woods. Not part of "Target '90,"
but financed and printed by ICS/Canada, is the 1991 Churchill
Calendar, recalling the events of 1941 fifty years later.

REORGANIZING THE SEPARATE SOCIETIES

Thanks to rapid growth over the past severd years, ICS has blossomed
into four separate Societies in the United States, United Kingdom,
Canada and Australia, each with its own officers, the firg three registered
under the charitable association laws of their respective countries, with
separate trustees and committees. Finest Hour, the Churchill Handbook
and the Proceedings remain joint publications, financed proportionally,
and the International Churchill Conference will be rotated annualy
among the severa Societies. All other aspects, including local and na-
tional meetings, are I€ft to the individual Societies and their officers. The
position of international executive director (mine!) has been abolished.

To make decisions on joint publications and Conferences, the old in-
ternational board of directors has given way to a "Council of Churchill
Societies," in which each Society is represented in approximate propor-
tion to its membership. This includes the independent Sir Winston S.
Churchill Society of Vancouver, al of whose members are automatic
members of |CS/Canada. In addition, we have invited representatives of
the Edmonton and Calgary branches of the SWSCS, many of whose
members belong individually to ICS/Canada, to participate in the
minutes and discussions of the Council. Celwyn P. Bal of Canada has
been nominated as chairman of the Council.

- RICHARD M. LANGWORTH, EDITOR
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PARAPHRASE OF THE DAY

If Saddam Hussein invaded Hell, we
must at least make a favorable reference
to the Deuvil.

ERRATA

The artwork on the cover of Finest
Hour no. 64 (Third Quarter 1989) is
based on a photograph of Churchill in
the garden at Chartwell, not No. Ten.

NO. 10 CELEBRATES MAY 10
LONDON, MAY 9TH - Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher held a moving dinner
for surviving members of the Churchill
Coalition, and the Churchill family, on
the eve of the fiftieth anniversary of Sir
Winston's first premiership — amoving
and memorable event for all.

Winston S. Churchill, MP, grandson
of Sir Winston, recalled for the gather-
ing an incident related by his mother,
Pamela Churchill Harriman (who was
also in attendance), after the fal of
France. " 'If the Huns come, | am rely-
ing on each of you to take at least one
German with you," " his grandson
related. " 'But Papa,’ replied my
mother, 'l do not have a gun, and |
would not know how to use one.’

" 'My dear,” rejoined the prime
minister, seizing a knife from the table
and holding it high above his head,
'You can use a carving knife." "

NEW |ISSUES:

MARSHALL ISLANDS

MAJURO, MARSHALL IS., MAY 10TH — One
country, anyway, remembered philateli-
caly the 50th Anniversary of Chur-
chill's first premiership. The Marshall
Islands have issued a colorful 45¢ stamp
which incidentally also depicts Clemen-
tine Churchill (from a WW?2 photo at
Number Ten), who is scarce on stamps.
Officid first day covers are available
for US $5.95 postpaid from Ross Wet-
reich, PO Box 1300, Valley Stream NY
11582 USA. Interestingly, the painting

" sank back into his tub:

is cropped differently on the cover and
the stamp, each showing portions of the
original painting not on the other. A
note on Churchill's Masonic career
(brief) is rubber-stamped to the covers,
apparently by Wetreich.

WSC FEEDING ROTA, WW2

SHIPWRECKED

SELSEY, SUSSEX, UK, APRIL IST - Oliver
Graham-Jones, the vet who cared for
Sir Winston's pet lion Rota, was thrown
from his bed when a 300-ton freighter
crashed through the sea wall in front of
his bungalow and almost ended up in his
bedroom. "Dad is so shocked he's gone
away to recover," said his son.

It was Graham-Jones, now 71, who
had the unenviable task of telling Chur-
chill of the need to put down Rota be-
cause of the lion's infirmity. "Churchill
was in the bath and it took some time to
convince himthelion should be humanely
destroyed,” he recalls. Finally WSC
"Then let him
die a noble beast's death,"” he said.

Editor's note: Rota acquired notoriety
by being kept in a back garden in Pin-
ner, Middlesex. His owner presented
him to WSC,; the London Zoo handled
housing.

DAVID IRVING DEFENDS W SC!

LONDON, APRIL 12TH - Muckraking
biographer David Irving (Churchill's
War, FH 57, page 5) appears in the
unlikely role of a Churchill defender,
writing the Daily Telegraph to correct a
reporter on Churchill's wartime popu-
larity: "To the standard Gallup ques-
tion, 'In general, do you approve or
disapprove of Mr. Churchill as Prime
Minister?' 91 percent said yes after
Montgomery's victory a El Alamein
(News Chronicle, 27Nov42). Pre-
viously, his popularity had touched 89
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percent in October 1940 . . . Even atits
lowest point — the fal of Tobruk —
Churchill's popularity rating was still
68 percent.”

Two observations: (1) We have seen
the Berlin Wall torn down; now David
Irving writes letters supporting Chur-
chill's popularity — what next? (2) How
interesting that Churchill, who told
people what he thought they ought to
know, equalled or exceeded in popu-
larity, during a war, more recent
politicians who court the polls by telling
people what they think they want to
hear.

-RML

FREEDOM TO SNEER
LONDON, APRIL 29TH - Here comes
another: Clive Pointing, the ex-civil
servant tried under the Official Secrets
Act in 1985, has written a sour new
book belittling Churchill's wartime role
during the Second World War and deni-
grating the heroes of the Battle of
Britain (Myth and Reality, Hamish
Hamilton, £16). Even if some of his
individual claims and charges are true,
Pointing's sneering, gloating, anti-
British tone will incense millions. He
seems to forget that it was only the im-
mense courage and sacrifices of our
forefathers fifty years ago that pre-
served his freedom to write a book like
this.
- GRAHAMLORD, SUNDAY EXPRESS

Note: Anent the subject of hindsight
sneering, see David Porter's speech to
the ICSUK 2nd June meeting on page
11. -Ed.

BBC BARES ALL

LONDON, AUGUST 19 - A documentary,
"The Conspiracy of Silence," aired by
BBC Radio a year ago, says the BBC
deliberately misled the public during the
1939-45 war by favoring Chamberlain's
appeasement policy and censoring
Churchill's criticisms. Denys Blakeway,
who made the documentary, said the
BBC did not respect its principle of in-
dependence as early as 1933. Lord
Reith (first BBC director who cordially
hated WSC), despite publicly defending
the BBC's independence, suppressed
programs hostile to Hitler, or to the
Government's foreign policy.

CONTRACT COPY FOUND

TORONTO, JUNE 21ST - A member of the
ICS has acquired the typed 1900 con-
tract governing terms of Winston Chur-
chill's lecture tour of North America,



signed by Churchill and Stuart Houston,
representing lecture agent James B.
Pond (WSC: "a vulgar yankee im-
pressario") on 31 December 1900. "It
appears to be afile or extra copy, prob-
ably from the office of the lawyers
Blake, Lash and Cassels," writes the
owner. "Whether or not there was a
fully executed copy | don't know.
Perhaps James Pond never signed — he
appears to have been a fast mover!"

The contract committed Churchill to
appear wherever Pond booked him.
WSC complained to his mother that he
often played to half-empty houses and
was sometimes even hired out to private
parties where he had to perform, "likea
conjurer." Still, either party could "ter-
minate this agreement at will," and
Winston did not terminate it; he came
back to England with a nest egg of
£10,000, which was almost enough to
retire on in those days. As it happens he
decided not to retire . . .

"IRON CURTAIN" ORIGINS
LONDON, APRIL 2IST - Sculptress Edwina
Sandys, granddaughter of Sir Winston,
is sculpting a chunk of the former Berlin
Wall into a monument to freedom,
which will be erected at the Churchill
Memorial, Fulton, Missouri. This has
given rise to speculation of who
originated Churchill's famous term in
his 1946 Fulton Speech. The Mail
credits Churchill, but others have
pointed out that Nazi propagandist Josef
Goebbels had used it ¢.1942 to predict
what would happen if the Soviets won
— for once we can't argue with Herr
Goebbels.

In fact, the earliest use of "Iron Cur-
tain" was in the 1920s, by two lady
authors writing about their tour of
Bolshevik Russia, according to a source
which we remember, but cannot ref-
erence specifically. Can anyone help?

WINSTON TIES KINNOCK,
BEATS EUROPEAN

COMMUNITY 2-1

BRITAIN, APRIL IOTH - In a survey of 700
British school children, 30% knew who
Winston Churchill was, compared to
only 17% for the European Economic
Community (see "Country Without a
Home" in this issue). Churchill's
recognition factor equalled that of
Labour party leader Neil Kinnock and
was two-thirds that of Mikhail Gor-
bachev. But some students confused
WSC with a character of the same first
name from "Ghostbusters," while

Vigted by ICSin 1983, 1985 and 1989, Lullenden dates to Tudor times.

others thought he was "the man who
found that the earth was round." Top
recognitions went to rock singer Kylie
Monogue (98%) and the term "Fast
Forward" (91%) — which says a lot
more about the quality of modern
education than it does Churchill.

LULLENDEN MISREPRESENTED
EAST GRINSTEAD, SUSSEX, UK, MAY 15TH -
Newspaper property columns and
Country Life are full of adverts for and
articles about Lullenden, the part-
Elizabethan Manor House owned by the
Churchills from 1917 to 1919, being of-
fered by Savills for £2 million. Unfor-
tunately, the reports have extended
WSC's ownership to 1922, apparently
through an error in an early issue of
Finest Hour\ (We blush, briefly.) Chur-
chill sold Lullenden to his friend Gen.
Sir lan Hamilton in 1919. Lullenden
Manor includes a Grade Il hdf-
timbered Tudor manor house, a con-
verted barn residence, daff cottage,
pool, garages and outbuildings plus 100
acres with views over the Ashdown
Forest.

Among the correct facts: Lullenden is
closer to Lingfield than East Grinstead;
Prime Minister Lloyd George, whose
country house Danny Park was nearby
at Hassocks, was a frequent visitor;
Harold Macmillan's estate, Birch Grove,
is also nearby; a mature copper beech in
the garden was planted in 1918 by Chur-
chill and can be seen as a sapling in
three paintings he made of Lullenden
which are now at Chartwell; Hamilton
sold the house in 1929; it was bought in
1946 by Magjor Idesbald Floor, a much-
decorated member of the Belgian Re-
sistance, whose family has occupied it
ever since.

Articles mention Lady Churchill's
happiness with Lullenden (much more
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than Chartwell) and her isolation there
during the war (ponycart transport
only), but are silent — as is every other
source we've seen — on just why she
and Winston sold it.

Readers Please Note: Lullenden was
featured in a 1927 issue of Town and
Country. We will gladly cover the cost
of that issue, or the postage to borrow
it, so that we may reprint the article. We
do not know the month. Can readers
help?

SINATRA BOMBS AT

MONTE CARLO

LONDON — Frank Sinatra's biggest
humiliation was when he introduced
himsaelf to Churchill and WSC didn't
know who he was, said Leo Fuchs,
producer of numerous films (in a
15-year-old cutting recently supplied by
John Frost.) Sinatra and Fuchs were
seated in the Casino bar near Churchill
and his bodyguard (Det. Sgt. Edmund
Murray) when Sinatra told Fuchs, "1'm
going to do something I've always
wanted to do — shake Churchill's
hand."

Sinatra strutted over to Churchill's
table, stuck out his hand and said,
"Good evening, sir, my name is Frank
Sinatra." Churchill gave Frank a per-
plexed look and Murray repeated what
he had said. "Then the Prime Minister
said, 'Oh, how are you, son? Are you
winning? Churchill didn't show a sign
of recognition, and Frank was crest-
fadlen. He said, 'Uh, yes sir — are
you? Churchill grunted something and
Frank returned to the bar." (This event
was corroborated in Sgt. Murray's re-
cent book, / Was Churchill's Body-
guard.)

Sir  Winston, though hospitable
toward his fans, nevertheless insisted on
doing it hisway . . .
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NCBE DOVWNI F YOU ARE
A CHARTWELL BERRY
LONDON, 194 - A West End restaura-
teur, complimented on his strawberries,
said they were among the best in the
country and came from Chartwell.
Churchill sent up a limited crop for sale
through various Covent Garden mer-
chants, who were particular about how
the berries are packed. Early in the
season: noses down. Later in the
season: flat, noses up. That is thought to
prevent bruising. But Sir Winston was
also particular. From his garden came
the edict: Chartwell strawberries will be
packed noses down throughout the
season! And noses down they came.

- SUNDAY EXPRESS COURTESY JOHN FROST

SIR WINSTON HESELTINE?
LONDON - Michael Heseltine, out-of-
favour Tory MP sometimes mooted as
the PM's eventual successor "has
burdened himself with a number of
Churchill mannerisms," says a gossip
column in the Evening Standard. "The
paralel is not ideal. While Churchill
warned the Government about German
aspirations, arguably the most impor-
tant piece of political prescience this
century, Mr. Heseltine walked out of a
Tory Cabinet in a quickly-forgotten row
about helicopters.

"Yet it is clear that Mr. Heseltine
does see himself as the reincarnation of
Churchill. He has taken to speaking in a
low, measured, apocalyptic drawl. He
has shorn his hair and affects half-moon
glasses. [He talks about] how Winston
had come back to lead his party. [See
FH 43, back cover, for Churchill Ad-
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MICHAEL HESELTINE, MP

miralty furniture installed in Heseltine's
office. when he was Minister of
Defencel]

"Will Mr. Heseltine as Churchill
wash?, "asks"Mr. Pepys" of the news-
paper. "Perhaps it will. But a high-
placed Tory cynic says. 'Not Winston.
Michael playing Robert Hardy playing
Winston." "

WINKLE UP!

HASTINGS, SUSSEX, UK - Sir Winston and
Lord Montgomery were members of the
Hastings Winkle Club, an exclusive
men-only charity whose badge of
membership is a replicawinkle shell. If,
on the command, "Winkle Up!," any
member fails to whip out his winkle, he
must shell out a-"fine" which goes to
charity. Prince Philip is a longtime
member — but now a winkle has been
bestowed on Kelvin MacKenzie, editor
of a tabloid, The Sun, which has
engendered very long looks indeed from
the Establishment. Club president John
Burton says, "Kelvin only has a wax-
filled winkle. One day he may get agold
one like the Duke [and Churchill]." We
say, not bloomin' likely.
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AND IFTHAT'SNOT ENOUGH. . .
LONDON - Get a haircut from Sir
Winston's barber? Gordon Chapman,
barber to WSC, Prince Philip, Prince
Charles, Montgomery, Bernard Levin,
etc., was made redundant last year by
the Mayfair firm of Truefitt & Hill. So
shocked were clients such as Lt.-Gen.
Sir Steuart Pringle that they have
threatened no longer to patronize
Truefitt's. They won't have to, since
Mr. Chapman has set up his own gentle-
man's hairdressing establishment, now
said to be "the smartest in London."
(Phew — that was close!) WSC's words
to his barber when asked how he wanted
his hair cut: "A man of my limited
resources can't be choosy."

VANCOUVER SOCIETY
VANCOUVER, BC, MARCH - As | began my
second year as president of the Sir
Winston S. Churchill Society, B.C.
Branch, | look back at an eventful year.
We had a most enjoyable visit by Lady
Soames, and although our banquet
wasn't as well attended as we would
have liked, what we lacked in quantity
we made up for in quality. Later in the
year we had a visit from and talk by
Elizabeth Nel {Mr. Churchill's Secre-
tary, 1958), who was most interesting
and a delightful lady. Then, at our An-
nual General Meeting, British Consul
General Brian Watkins gave an ex-
cellent talk on Churchill as Statesman
and Diplomat.

Important developments occurred at
the AGM luncheon, with overwhelming
approval of two resolutions: (1) To
lower membership age to 17 years,
enabling some of the young debaters to
join (approved 55-1); (2) That any per-
son (including ladies) may now become
members of the B.C. Chapter (approved
54-2). In the last few weeks we have
enrolled seven new members, three of
them women; it is my hopeto enroll 100
new members this year.

To accomplish this we plan radio and
TV interviews, articles in professional
and association publications, and | am
giving the first of what | hope will be
many talks to civic groups, commencing
with a Businessmen's Breakfast. We are
also planning presentations to Veterans
Organizations, Monarchists Leagues,
and seminars for teachers of history and
English. | have recently been appointed
to our Library Board and have arranged
for adisplay in the libraries in this area
and others.

- FRANK SMYTH, PRESIDENT SWSCS/BC



ALASKA CHAPTER

ANCHORAGE, MAY IOTH - A dinner was
held at the Hotel Captain Cook to install
the ''Farthest North and Farthest West"
Chapter of ICS United States. Looking
out over Cook Inlet and the Chugach
Mountains as the long Alaskan evening
fell, twenty-two Churchillophiles en-
joyed beef and Yorkshire pudding on
the fiftieth anniversary of the night
Churchill became Prime Minister.

Will Jacobs, professor of political
science and history at the University of
Alaska, Anchorage, delivered an ad-
dress, "From the Admiralty to Down-
ing Street," recalling the events which
led to theresignation of Neville Chamber-
lain. Attorney Walter Featherly de-
livered Churchill's "Blood, Toil,
Tears and Sweat" speech of 13th May
1940, and Churchill's own rendition of
"Be Ye Men of Valour" (19th May)
was played. James Muller, professor of
political science, gave a talk entitled
"The Lion Roars,” considering the

roots of Churchill's oratory. (Taks by
Professors Jacobs and Muller will be
published in FH or the next Proceedings
-Ed.)

At Sen Francisco: Brigadier Ingdl (),
Malcolm Witter-Elaine Oldham-Matt Don-

Each guest signed a copy of the
dinner program, which was sent to our
Patron, Lady Soames. Half a dozen new

members were enrolled including
Walter Featherly, Craig Goodrich, Lary
Houle, Michael Paden, Paul Ubl, and
Donadd F. Behrend. Dr. Behrend,
Chancellor of the University of Alaska,
Anchorage, won the door prize: a cigar
of Churchillian proportions which, with
a snifter of brandy, had graced the
empty place at the table. -JM

NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER

DALLAS AUGUST 8TH - The Chapter con-
vened at the Farmer's Branch Library
for a tea and a talk by chairman David
Sampson, whose comments and slides
covered the Sampsons' recent trip to
South Africa. They visited major cities
and tribal areas, traveled on the famous
Blue Train, experienced a camping-
sofari through Kruger National Park
(encountering not-so-friendly elephants
and prowling lions). Referring to Chur-
chill's London to Lady smith Via
Pretoria, David spoke of Churchill's
thoughts on the Boer War, his capture
and subsequent escape.

nelly-Shirley Graves; Danny Mander (r).

At the first Churchill Society meeting in Alaska: Craig Goodrich with chairman Jm Muller, left;
Professor Will Jacobs ("From the Admirdty to Downing Street") with Mrs. George Mohr.
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The Sampsons interviewed people
from al walks of life in order to better
understand the present political prob-
lems. The talk elicited many interesting
questions from the audience, and
knowledgeable responses from Mr.
Sampson. Later, members pored over
two tables of Churchill Memorabilia
provided by members, and four new
members joined.

If you live in the Dalas-Ft. Worth
area and wish to join the North Texas
Chapter, please contact Jean Smalling,
10307 Bernardin, Dallas TX 75243, tel.
(214)235-8511. -JS.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

SAN FRANCISCO, MARCH IOTH - The non-
commissioned officers club of the San
Francisco Presidio was an apt setting
for a meeting attended by 65 members
and friends of the Society. Surrounded
by Churchill's books, photographs and
paintings, we enjoyed a three-course
lunch and reviewed plans for the inter-
national Churchill conference August
17th-20th. Representatives from
British-American and Commonwealth
Societies in the Bay Areajoined ICS for
the day, sharing information on their
gods and activities.

We had the pleasure of welcoming
Danny Mander, director of the British
American Club of Northern California
While working security with the British
Army in 1942-43, he was responsible
for Churchill's safety during the
Teheran and Moscow conferences. Also
attending was Brigadier Francis H.B.
Ingall, founder and president of the
Queen's Club, who signed copies of his
book, Last of the Bengal Landers.

SEND NEWS OF EVENTS

... to the editor, please. Finest Hour
wishes to cover al loca events spon-
sored by ICS or the SWSCS. One or
two good photos (no dlides please), cap-
tioned to identify all people are aso
welcome, and will be returned.

BRITISH AIRWAYS
BURBERRY'S
ALFRED DUNHILL
HORNBLOWER DINING YACHTS
ROBERT MONDAVI WINERY
STANFORD COURT HOTEL
The International Churchill Society
wishes to acknowledge the sponsors of
the 1990 International Churchill Con-
ference in San Francisco. Their
generous contributions in support of the
Society are deeply appreciated. .




“His Truth Goes Marching On"

Reflections on the Fiftieth Anniversary of Dunkirk
London Dinner, |.C.S. of the United Kingdom
The House of Commons, 2 June 1990

BY DAVID PORTER & RICHARD LANGWORTH

ADDRESS BY DAVID J. PORTER, CHAIRMAN OF
THE INTERNATIONAL CHURCHILL SOCIETY/U.K.
AT THE HOUSE OF COMMONS DINNER,
LONDON, 2 JUNE 1990

I now know what it is to give a maiden speech in the House
of Commons. If | had followed my initia inclinations and
taken up a political career, | wonder whether |1 would ever
have achieved the position in which | am placed this evening.
However, whereas in the Chamber my speech would be
totally controversial, this evening's is the exact opposite, at
least at the outset, because it is my pleasant task to propose
the toast to our guests.

The Lady Soames D.B.E., daughter of Sir Winston Chur-
chill, has been a tower of strength to the International Chur-
chill Society, both as a Patron and a Trustee, and | am in-
debted personally to her for her support and encouragement
in our revitalisation of ICS in the United Kingdom.

Dame Vera Lynn D.B.E. holds a place in the hearts of so
many of us, particularly those who have heard her wartime
recordings. They in their way are equal to the speeches of Sir
Winston. They are an immediate and vivid reminder of those
difficult but inspiring years ago. You were and still are the
sweetheart of so many, mysdf included, and we are
delighted that you are able tojoin us here this evening with
your husband.

The International Churchill Societies of the United
Kingdom, the United States and the old Commonwealth will
al be delighted when they hear that the Hon. Caspar
Weinberger was able to join us at dinner, together with his
wife. Your distinguished career as Secretary of Defence of
the United States is already legendary and your support of the
United Kingdom, particularly during the Falklands War, was
the hand of support and friendship we urgently needed. Y our
close association with Great Britain was recognised by Her
Majesty the Queen in 1988 when she made you an honorary
Knight of the British Empire. | know that we all are looking
forward keenly to reading your new book "Fighting for
Peace — Seven Critical Yearsin The Pentagon.” Sir, we are
privileged to have you with us here this evening.

Tonight in addition to celebrating the 50th Anniversary of
Winston Churchill's appointment as Prime Minister in May
1940 we are celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of
Britain, the most important battle to have taken place in the
recent history of mankind. The courage, determination and
valour of the pilots, the Ground Crew and the Women's Aux-
iliary Air Force, are represented here this evening by Air
Vice Marshal Bird-Wilson, CBE, DSO, DFC, AFC and his
wife. But perhaps to mejust as important he is a member of
the Guinea Pig Club — without doubt one of the most ex-

clusive clubs with a membership application that is the
hardest to complete: receiving severe burns and disfigure-
ment as aircrew. As | am sure you all know, the Guinea Pig
Club is very close to my heart and | have been associated
with it now for more years than | would care to remember.
But |1 have been inspired by the fortitude its members have
shown, and anybody who comes into contact with these men
and the one woman member are humbled by the problems
which we may have to cope with in our everyday lives. Air
Vice Marshal Bird-Wilson was, like so many others, a Fly-
ing Officer in the Battle of Britain. He served with 17
Squadron and his record of kills and probables is substantial.
We are delighted, sir, to have you with us here this evening
together with your wife, and trust you are enjoying an active
retirement after 38 years with the R.A.F.

We are gathered here this evening in this fine room with its
terrace overlooking the River Thames through the good of-
fices of Mr. Mark Wolf son, M.P. for Sevenoaks. Mark and |
have now known each other for a number of years and our
reasonably regular discussions have always been pleasurable
occasions, not only because of Mark's success but also
because he has happily joined in the family happenings that
have been going on at the same time. Mark, we are delighted
that you are joining us here this evening with your wife,
Edna, and we all thank you mast sincerely.

To dl of you Mr. Richard Langworth, Executive Director
of ICS/USA, who is to spesk to you later, is so well-known
that | do not need to extol his virtues at length. His literary
output is outstanding and we have an enormous debt of
gratitude to offer for the work he puts into producing * 'Finest
Hour." We are also delighted that you have been abletojoin
your fellow countryman, Caspar Weinberger, on this occa-
sion and | know from some of the guests who are here with us
this evening, the United States is certainly well represented.

Amongst our distinguished guests this evening it is with
great pleasure that we welcome Jean Broome and her hus-
band. Jean, who is the administrator for the National Trust at
Chartwell, has in her care not only one of the most important
and most visited houses in England, but the living shrine of
Sir Winston Churchill, and the skill she shows in administer-
ing her charge is deeply appreciated by us all.

| am delighted to say that Bomber Command is also
represented here this evening by Squadron Leader Pil
Pilgrim and his wife. Pil was awarded the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross. He is Vice Chairman of the Bomber Command
Association and also a member of ICS. He completes our
representation of two illustrious commands of the Royal Air
Force of World War Il: Fighter Command and Bomber
Command.

Mr. EdMurray, who had a notable wartime career with the
French Foreign Legion, and his wife Beryl, both members of
the International Churchill Society are most welcome here




this evening. Ed's book "I was Churchill's Bodyguard"
makes fascinating reading and Beryl's work with the
Resistance during the War on the Swiss/French border places
her in a distinguished class of her own.

The final guest of whom | would like to make special men-
tion this evening is a dear friend and neighbour, Mrs. Josie
Hayles, holder of the R.R.C. Josie had a highly distinguished
career for 35 years in the Queen Alexandra's Royal Army
Nursing Corps and was Deputy Matron-in-chief of the
Corps, holding the office of Matron of the Queen
Alexandra's Military Hospital in Millbank, London, during
the War, and also Matron of the British Military Hospital in
Hong Kong. If | may be permitted to reverse the roles, we
are delighted that you are joined here this evening by your
husband, Arthur Hayles, who also served as a Captain in the
1¢ Army in North Africa and Italy.

To conclude my remarks, | would like to place on record
once and for al the correct facts concerning misinterpreta-
tions of Winston Churchill's loyaty to Sir Hugh Dowding,
the leader of Fighter Command, before and during the Battle
of Britain. Recent television programmes have attempted to
prove that there was discord between Dowding and Churchill
in the Spring and Summer of 1940 and that Churchill wanted
Dowding replaced. The present Lord Dowding of Bentley
Priory — aFighter Pilot during the Battle of Britain — know-
ing of my position in the International Churchill Society, has
handed me copies of letters that have only recently been
released on arestricted basis, from Winston Churchill to Sir
Archibald Sinclair, Secretary of State for Air in 1940. The
letters are written from 10 Downing Street and the fird is
dated 10th July 1940. It reads as follows:

My dear Archie,

| was very much taken aback the other night when you told
me you had been considering removing Sir Hugh Dowding at
the expiration of his present appointment, but that you hed
come to the condusion that he might be dlowed to stay on for
another four months. Persondlly, | think he is one of the very
best men you have got, and | say this after having beeniin con-
tact with him for about two years. | have greatly admired the
whole of his work in the Fighter Command, and especidly in
resisting the damour for numerous air raid warnings, and the
immense pressure to disspate the Fighter strength during the
greet French battle. In fact he has my full confidence. | think
itis apity for an officer so gifted and S0 trusted to be working
on such a short tenure as four months, and | hope you will
congder whether it is not in the public interest thet his ap-
pointment should be indefinitdy prolonged while the war
lasts. This would not of course exclude his being moved to a
higher position, if that were thought necessary. | am however
much averse from meking changes and putting in new men
who will have to learn the work dl over again, except when
there is some proved failure or inedequecy.

Yours dways,
w

The second is dated 10th August at the height of the Battle of
Britain:

My dear Archie,

| certainly understood from our conversation a month ago
that you were going to give Dowding an indefinite wartime
extenson, and were going to do it & once. | cannot under-
stand how any contrary impression could have arisen in your

mind about my wishes. Let me however remove it a once,
and urge you to take the step | have so long desired. Itis en-
tirely wrong to keep an officer in the position of Commander-
in-Chief, conducting hazardous operations from day to day,
when he is dangling a the end of an expiring gppointment.
Quch astuation is not far to anyone, least of dl to the nation.
| can never be a party to it.
| do hope you will be dble to st my mind at rest.
Yours ever,
w

Added to this, which | do not propose to read now, is a
letter from Buckingham Palace signed by the King in the
same vein, aso to Sir Archibald Sinclair.

In these present times it is fashionable for writers, pro-
ducers and directors of the media, drawing often on very
dubious sources, to distort historical facts and undermine the
resolve that existed with the mgjority of the British nation
under Winston Churchill. Today there are still many millions
of men and women who experienced the Second World War
firsthand. There is no substitute for personal experience and
those in today's media who wield considerable power
through television, only demean their medium by acting as if
they can recreate the mood and fedlings of their forebears,
convincing us that what we know to be true was not. Those
who lived through the war years are in a specia position to
pass criticism of our leaders, if it is called for. Hindsight of
what should or could have been done has little bearing if you
forget that in the heat of battle your decisions must be made
on the information and the options that are available to you.

Similarly, it takes a pretty distorted mind to bring into
question the authenticity of the speeches given by Winston
Churchill. Those of us who have heard his words firsthand
have never and will never be in any doubt as to his leadership
and oratory. He was the finest, the greatest, the most loyal
and caring citizen of the United Kingdom of the 20th cen-
tury.

One is left wondering: do these people attempt to take
solace for a form of envy, of not having lived in the 1940s
and experienced the camaraderie and underlying single-
mindedness of the British people by attempting to draw
paralels with today? If that is so, they prove only their im-
maturity. History cannot be transposed. Let me give you a
guotation by an anonymous member of the Royal Air Force:

Responsibilities

How much human potential died with the men and
women of the Armed Services of Great Britain, the
United States, the Commonwealth and the Allies who
perished in the Second World War — an immeasurable
quantity. It is therefore our responsibility to strive and
achieve the maximum fulfillment of our ideas and ambi-
tions to show our gratitude for the opportunity they
gave us — for we are their representatives and the
custodians of everything they lived and died for. They
gave us a free world in which our children and our
children's children could live, and we who knew them
must never forget them and the human potential they
left in our care.

| suggest those in the media who hold the power to distort the
facts consider the meaning behind those words very care-
fully. .




ADDRESS BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH AT THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS DINNER

The first thing | must say is how honored | am to be asked
to speak within these walls, something | could have never
have imagined, and for which | am truly grateful to you all.

| am aware that such honors are fleeting, remembering the
time Churchill was shooting pheasants on the estate of the old
Duke of Westminster.

"How many did you shoot?" the Duke asked him.

"Four," he replied.

"Indeed," said the Duke, "then you've shot enough, and |
will have your carriage ordered for tomorrow morning."

So before my carriage is summoned, | would like to share
with you the excitement that has engulfed the International
Churchill Societies during this memorable anniversary year.

There are so many anniversaries to remember. Consulting
the Churchill Calendar produced by ICS/Canada (and | am
happy to say they are working on another) | found that
tonight marks the fiftieth anniversary of the fina evacuations
at Dunkirk. Fifty years ago at 3AM tomorrow morning,
General Alexander was the last soldier to leave, having
cruised the beaches to be sure there were none left behind.

| think that "Alex" as Churchill called him was one of the
great generals of the war. Who can forget the famous ex-
change between the Prime Minister and Alexander as the
latter prepared to take command in North Africa?

"Your prime & main duty," Churchill told him, "will be
to take or destroy at the earliest opportunity the German-
Italian Army commanded by Field Marsha Rommel,
together with dl its supplies and establishments in Egypt &
Libya.

"2. You will discharge, or cause to be discharged, such
other duties as pertain to your command without prejudice to
the task described in paragraph 1."

That order in Churchill's own hand was given Alexander
on 10th August 1942. And do you remember Alexander's
reply in February 1943?

"Sir: The orders you gave me on August 10th, 1942 have
been fulfilled. His Majesty's enemies, together with their im-
pedimenta, have been completely eliminated from Egypt,
Cyrenaica, Libya and Tripolitania. | now await your further
instructions."

It was typical of Alexander, a man of few words, who in a
calm, orderly and unflashy way simply got the job done.

| would like to think that the Field Marshal would approve
of the similar way the various Churchill Societies have got
their jobs done over the past year. We have as you know
evolved to four separate Societies in Britain, Canada, the
States and Australia, the first three independently registered
as not-for-profit charitable or educational organisations
under the laws of their respective countries. To advance
work of joint interest to all — our journal FINEST HOUR,
our other publications and the rotating international conven-
tions — we are forming an international council of Churchill
Societies, which | am pleased to say will also include
representatives of the three fine Churchill Societies in Van-
couver, Alberta and Edmonton, Canada.

This council will determine the international budget, its
proportional funding and, perforce, what it will buy. By far
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the largest amounts are expended on FINEST HOUR, which
as you know has lately grown to as many as 44 pages plus in-
serts and supplements of up to 34 more pages.

There are in addition a number of separate publications
coming up. Next month: The PROCEEDINGS OF THE
CHURCHILL SOCIETIES 1988-1989, including the
memorable speeches by Alistair Cooke, J. Enoch Powell,
Maurice Ashley, Lord Blake, Lady Soames and Martin
Gilbert, to ICS and the Western Canada Societies, and the
papers delivered at the first Churchill Symposium at Bretton
Woods, New Hampshire.

In August: THE ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND
MEDALS OF SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL, a fine new
piece of research by Mr Douglas Russell, which will be the
first completely documented reference to Churchill's decora-
tions, both British and foreign, illustrated in color and black
and white.

In December: THE BOER CONSPIRACY, abit of fun but
a contribution, | think, to literature — a pastische involving
Holmes, Watson and young Winston in a plot to assasinate
Churchill during the 1900 Oldham election.

These last two projects were funded by a successful cam-
paign for support in Australia, the U.S. and Canada. ICS of
the UK, which was reorganizing at the time, did not par-
ticipate, but | hope whilst | am here to sdll them a share of the
projects. . .

As Churchill said to the American Congress in 1952 "I
have not come here to ask you for money . . . for myself!"

| am also delighted to report to you that as of last week, we
had confirmation from Martin Gilbert that he would deliver
the text of the first of ten new companion or document
volumes of the officia biography covering the years
1940-1965, to William Heinemann, on or before 30 June
1991, in accordance with the campaign by ICS to see into
print these hitherto unscheduled volumes, which we com-
pletely funded thanks to hundreds of donations worldwide,
and a very large one from Wendy Reves.

Finally, of course, there is the 1990 international conven-
tion which ICS/USA has the honor to host in San Francisco
August 17-20th. Our guests of honour are Lady Soames and
Robert Hardy. We hope aso to welcome actress Lee
Remick, whom we should like to recognise at last for her
great role in the television documentary on Lady Randolph
Churchill. Chairman Merry Alberigi has planned an out-
standing array of events ranging from scholarly panel discus-
sions and exhibits to a cruise on San Francisco Bay and avisit
to Napa Valley, and headquartered at the renowned Stanford
Court Hotel.

Merry has had a tremendous response not only from ICS,
but from the scores of British-American organisations in the
Bay Area from the English-Speaking Union to the Daughters
of the British Empire, and she expects the dinners will sdll
out at about 450. David Merritt is handling all ICS/UK book-
ings, and | hope some of you will be able to join us. (The
only thing that bothers me about San Francisco is that it will
be such a hard act to follow.)

| have spoken of international projects; now let me relate
briefly the various national ones. ICS/Australia, if al goes
well, will host the 1991 convention in Melbourne, together
with the second Churchill symposium, We hope to bring
members from North America and Britain to Australia, in
October or November 1991, on a tour culminating in this
meeting. ICS/Australia has also taken on a publication, ten-
tatively entitled the Traveler's Guide to Churchill Worldwide




— listing and describing every shrine, memorial, bust and
totem known to exist anywhere in the world.

ICS/Canada has again engaged the services of school
children to help prepare another calendar, listing al the
Churchill-related events of 1941 which, like the present one,
will be distributed free to teachers, schools, libraries, and to
Chartwell where they are sold to benefit the work of the
National Trust.

I.C.S. U.K. has taken considerable strides since last year.
David Porter, your Chairman and also now a UK Trustee,
has gathered about him an excellent team to support him.

These are headed by the Honorary Secretary, David Mer-
ritt, who had also been appointed a UK Trustee. David's ex-
pertise and enthusiasm in providing the members with the
printing facilities of his Company, which has enabled the
production of the new bi-monthly |.C.S. U.K. magazine
Churchill Tales, and the hours he has been setting aside to
deal with correspondence, assisted by his fiancee Pauline
King, deserve our gratitude. The first edition has already
been circulated to dl the members. Issue No. 2, which will
be double the size, is now in the course of preparation and ar-
ticles are flooding in.

The souvenir menu which is before each place this evening
was compiled by David Porter, David Merritt, and David
Boler — a member of the Dinner Committee — and they are
to be congratulated on their efforts. Y our acknowledgement
of the work of these three gentlemen as the prime movers on
the Committee for tonight's gathering | fed would be ap-
propriate.

Today |.C.S. inthe U.K. moves forward from a firm foun-
dation, humble in the knowledge that it bears the name of
Churchill.

| should like to add one more welcome to aguest | am very
pleased to see; Mr. Arthur Simon of Hoe Farm, near
Godalming, Surrey. Arthur has been our host now on three
visits to Hoe Farm, a special placeto al Churchillians. It was
here in 1915 that Churchill, deep in depression over the Dar-
danelles fiasco, began to paint, and painting became his
solace for amost 40 years. We are so very grateful to Arthur
for his many kindnesses on our visits.

ICS of the United States, taking a leaf from the UK book,
is forming a board of trustees to oversee all purely American
affairs. The most important of these is tremendously ex-
citing.

We are now very close to a collegiate Centre for Churchill
Studies in the United States, at a most distinguished Univer-
sity within easy reach of the nation's capital. This Centre will
involve a professorial chair, develop curricula which relates
the Churchill experience to modern teaching of history and
political science, and work to further international under-
standing among the English-Speaking Democracies through
seminars and symposia. It will house a standard library of al
Sir Winston's works in dl languages and in Braille. And it
will develop, if al goes as we hope, a computer index to
every word Churchill wrote and spoke, using compact disk
or CD-Rom technology.

So as you can see we — and | — have much on our plate.
The challenges are enormous. The prizes are worth the -
fort. And our job is obvious. As Churchill told a British
diplomat who wrote to ask how to handle the new danger of
Japan in 1941: "Continue to pester, nag and bite."

We have an advantage, in that the subject of al our work is
quite plainly the most quoted and most revered in history,
religious figures excepted. Of those who rose to prominence

in the war, the enemy said nothing anyone wants to
remember. Roosevelt was a great speaker, but wrote no
memorable books and is seldom quoted. Yet Churchill re-
mains not merely a nostalgic symbol of the war we waged
together, but of culture, humor, principle, faith, optimism,
pride in country — and by far not least one of the great
writers this century. And in that century's waning years no
one — English, American, and certainly not Russian — can
challenge his stature.

| am always amazed at the numbers of young people who
join us, who have so soon come to know him either through
his writings or by the endless stories about him. One of these,
only 18 years of age, told me recently what first got him in-
terested. (So many of these stories are apocryphal; perhaps
Lady Soames will tell us if it's true.)

A schoolboy surreptitiously darted into Chartwell and,
eluding al security, found himsdf in Sir Winston's
bedroom, the occupant propped up, riffling through the
morning papers and smoking an enormous cigar.

"My dad says you're the greatest man in the world,"
offered the boy. "Is it true?"

Sir Winston peered at him over his spectacles and said,
"Of course — now buzz off."

Now | am told that in fact he used a rather more earthy
phrase than that. But in deference to my surroundings | have
done a little editing. P.S.: Lady Soames tells me it's true.

He certainly was the greatest man in the world for the
longest time, and his truth, in the words of the American
hymn he loved, goes marching on. .

N
T,
w




Churchill
and
Lloyd's
An Enduring

Relationship,
Fondly Remembered

BY DAVID BOLER

The Egerton Cooper portrait, courtesy Lloyd's of London

tions with many British institutions, but per-

haps one that has received little attention has
been his association with Lloyd's of London, the
three hundred year old insurance market situated in
Leadenhall Street in the heart of the City of Lon-
don. By coincidence, this association indirectly
began in the year of his birth, 1874, for it was at
this time that Clementine Hozier's father, Colonel
Sir Henry Hozier, became Secretary of Lloyd's — a
post he held with distinction until 1906.

Nevertheless, it would have been Churchill's ap-
pointment as First Lord of the Admiralty in 1911
that brought him into a clear awareness of Lloyd's
and its historical relationship with the Admiralty. It
is worth describing briefly the background to this
link with Britain's Navy.

Towards the end of the 17th Century, Edward
Lloyd established one of the then many fashionable
coffee houses close to the pool of London. The prox-
imity to the River Thames, to the busy London
docks, and to the emerging financial centre of the
City of London, attracted ship captains and ship
owners, merchants and traders; as a conseguence, a
market for insurance was established.

To further the attraction of this establishment

SR Winston Churchill had well known connec-

against the many competitors in the area, Edward
Lloyd introduced various fecilities for the developing
Underwriters and traders, including his own
newspaper, Lloyd's News, reporting mainly on ship-
ping movements. This became Lloyd's List, estab-
lished in 1734 and considered to be Britain's oldest
national newspaper.

The key to the continued success and growth of
the fledgling market was "Intelligence," partly
catered for by Lloyd's List. As a place for sea cap-
tains to congregate, Lloyd's was a source of informa-
tion for vast amounts of naval intelligence, much of
which was passed by Lloyd's to the Admiralty in
times of war to asss their intelligence-gathering net-
work.

The relationship proved particularly valuable dur-
ing the Napoleonic Wars, when Lloyd's (insuring
both British vessdls and ships of neutral nations
trading with the enemy — France and Spain)
would receive information concerning the
whereabouts of Napoleon's men-of-war from return-
ing merchant ships. This data complemented the
Royal Navy's own reporting service. So began a

David Boler, an executive with Lloyd's and a Committee member of
ICHUK, livesin Seal, Sevenoaks, Kent.



close association with the Admiralty, though the ad-
vent of shipborne wireless lessened Lloyd's value on
intelligence to the Admiralty.

By the early 1900's the British Empire dominated
world trade, Britain had the biggest shipbuilding in-
dustry and largest merchant fleet. This maritime ex-
pansion was sustained by insurance provided by
Lloyd's for ventures associated with British trade
and commerce.

Unlike its competitors, Lloyd's had aways pro-
vided insurance cover against war risks. This service
was sorely tested first by the U-boat perils of 1916
and 1917 and, to a greater extent, during the
darkest times of the Battle of the Atlantic in the
Second World War. (Among the more unusual
forms of coverage offered was that for "flying bomb"
damage. Between June 1944 and February 1945, 400
such claims were paid by Lloyd's underwriters.)

As First Lord of the Admiralty in both World
Wars, Churchill would certainly have had this
background knowledge of the close Lloyd's relation-
ship. Thus it became interesting to me to research
his personal encounters with the famous firm of
underwriters. :

The firgt visit to Lloyds by Churchill that this
writer can trace occurred in 1936, although it is
more than possible that he visited the market
earlier. According to Lloyd's List he was entertained
at luncheon by the Chairman, Mr. Neville Dixey,
and afterwards made a tour of the Underwriting
Room, the Library and the Nelson Collection: "The
many documents and other objects illustrating the
career of the great sea commander naturally at-
tracted the close attention of one who filled the o-
fice of First Lord of the Admiralty during perhaps
the most critical period of our naval history."

Members of Lloyd's happy to pay tribute for his
World War | leadership soon had another reason to
thank ‘Churchill: the victory of the Allied Navies in
the Battle of the Atlantic during World War Il. The
cost of defeat would have been ruin — and the
death of Lloyd's. Perhaps it was aso for this reason
(and her relationship to Col. Hozier) that the com-
munity in Lloyd's responded so.generously to
Clementine Churchill's "Aid to Russia’ fund appeal
during the war, contributing over £18,000 in 1940s
money.

In 1944 Lloyd's showed its gratitude by electing
Churchill an honorary Member of their Society. He
was only the fifth man unconnected with Lloyd's so
honoured. He was in illustrious company, his
predecessors being Marconi, his old friend Admiral
Beatty, Lord Haig, and Admiral Sturdee.

In 1954 severd paintings were commissioned to
commemorate Churchill's 80th birthday. It is
Lloyd's good fortune that they were responsible for
sponsoring one that he actualy liked. Unlike
Sutherland's work, this painting survives and is
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HE LIKES THIS ONE
Another portrait of Sir Winston Churchill has been
painted: and this is one that he likes. It has been
presented to Lloyd's by the Lloyd's Insurance
Brokers' Association.

Mr. Egerton Cooper painted the portrait, and we
have it on his authority that Churchill approves.
"Sir Winston said he liked the picture very much,”
says Mr. Cooper.

At present the portrait is on view to members of
Lloyd's in the library there. It is leaning against a
wall When their new building is completed a special
place will be prepared to hang it.

Sir Winston is depicted sitting beneath an oak tree
at Chartwell, his home in Kent. Mr. Cooper began it
Sx years ago. He finished the head at the time; the
rest of the picture has been filled in later. Churchill
has a cigar in his left hand.

Mr. Cooper made sketches and drawings from life
at Chartwell, then painted the portrait in his
Chelsea studio.

It is a little over five feet tall and four feet wide.

Cooper — "I am wdl over 60" — has painted many
famous men. This is his third portrait of Churchill:
one hangs in the Carlton Club, another in the
Junior Carlton. Mr. Cooper painted King George VI
twice.

— Lloyd's List

proudly hung in the New Lloyd's Building. It is the
inspiration behind this article. The artist was Alfred
Egerton Cooper, whose painting depicts Sir Winston
sitting under an oak tree at Chartwell. For many
years it dominated the famous "Captains Room" at
Lloyd's.

Earlier in this article we mentioned Lloyd's Ligt,
and this newspaper has its own piece of history to
add to this story. As is well known, there was a
London newspaper strike at the time Sir Winston
announced his retirement as Prime Minister and,
consequently, none of the Fleet Street papers carried
this story on the morning of 6 April 1955. The
strike began on March 25th, and did not end until
April 21st. However, and in company with the Man-
chester Guardian, Lloyd's List appeared daily in spite
of the strike and alone among London newspapers
carried the momentous news on the morning follow-
ing his resignation — Wednesday, 6 April 1955.

The day following Sir Winston's death, on Mon-
day, 25 January 1965, Lloyd's rang the famous
Lutine Bdl, as a mark of respect for their illustrious
Honorary Member. This bell, salvaged from a
French sailing frigate, "La Lutine,” has traditionally
been rung once for bad news, and twice for good. In
the years following the war, it had only been rung
on ceremonious occasions, except for the deaths of
Sir Winston Churchill and the man who conferred
on him honorary citizenship of the United States of
America— President John F. Kennedy. .




Churchill in Stamps

PAGES 127-132: RETURN TO THE ADMIRALTY

Here is an interesting mix of Churchill commemoratives and
Churchill-related (C-R) stamps. Stamp catalogue numbers are
Scott (#) and Stanley Gibbons (sg). A dash (/) means a Churchill-
related (C-R) set from which any stamp may be used.

127. Winding up coverage of a German invasion of Poland is a
mini-sheet of the German Occupation, transferred from a
childhood "general" collection. This shows how easy it is to
adapt "C-R" stamps from old collections to a philatelic
biography. The stamp is #NB27. issued in the 4(KXh anniversary
of the death of Copernicus, a Pole the Nazis claimed was Ger-
man.

128. | chanced across Netherlands #B81 (sg 451) by accident but
found it ided for illustrating Churchill's chilling remarks about
the air war. The souvenir sheet showing WSC ¢. 1940 and in 1951
is Seychelles #322a (sg MS333).

129. Congenia in both design and colors (orange, blue and
black), these two mini-sheets arc Cameroun #C56a (sg 382-83)
and Gibraltar #317a (s MS339). Both show a c. 1940 Churchill
with backdrops of Naval vessels. Among many stamps ap-
propriate for this purpose, they perfectly complement the famous
Naval signa of 3 September 1939: "Winston is Back."

130. "Here | am in the same post as 25 years ago," Churchill
broadcast from the Admiralty on 1 October 1939 — illustrated by
Nicaragua #C585 (sg 1557) and #C588 (sg 1560). The two 1974
Churchill commemoratives from Togo, #3892 (sg 1047) and
#C240 (sg 1049) show Churchill with a frigate 1 have not iden-
tified. (Reader assistance needed.) Finaly, since HMS Belfast
helped sink the German battle cruiser Scharnhorst in 1943,1 used
the only "stamp" picturing Belfast, a Davaar Idand local from
the 1960s. Actually this should appear later.

131. The great victory for Churchill's Admiralty was the sinking
of Graf Soee off Montevideo (pronounced "mounty-video" by
WSC, whose Spanish was no better than his French!) on 13
December 1939 by HMS Exeter, HMS Ajax and HMNZS
Achilles. Uruguay 891 provides a map of Montevideo harbor
while 489/493 depict the Congress of Montevideo. The tine
Falkland Islands set from 1974, #237-240 (sg 307-310) illustrate
the four ships involved. Last year, the Fakland Islands issued
another set of stamps commemorating this battle and its
predecessor in 1914. Remarkably, Churchill was First Lord both
times.

132. Not everyone redlizes that Churchill's great wartime
speeches began well before he became Prime Minister. One of
the memorable clarion calls came at the nadir of the "Phoney
War," when concern and patriotism had lagged and voices sug-
gested the war should be terminated by a quiet deal with Hitler.
Like al the great speeches to follow, this appears in a unique dou-
ble spaced full-width format. Illustrating the words are Nicaragua
#2361, sg 1913 ("Come then let us to the task"), Khor Fakkan
#71 ("rule the air, strangle the U-boats"). Bhutan Minkus 470
("to the battle, to the toil"), British Virgin Islands #278, sg 322
("guard the streets"), Russia #1804 ("succour the wounded" —
actually these are birdcatchers, a mistake!) and Turks & Caicos
#298, sg 431 ("honour the brave").
To be continued
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