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THOUGHTS AND ADVENTURES
The Mother of All Defeats

"As birds flying, so will the Lord of Hosts defend Jerusalem; defend-
ing also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve i t . . . Then
shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, not of a mighty man; and the
sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him; but he shall flee from the
sword, and his young men shall be discomfitted." ISAIAH 3i: 5,8

Book Review Information Needed
Curt Zoller of 21335 Amora Street, Mission Viejo California 92692

USA is compiling an index to reviews of all Churchill's books, which will
be of immense advantage to bibliographers and students of WSC's
career as a writer and journalist. "While I am making strong progress
with American reviews, I need help in completing the European entries,
especially from Britain," Curt writes. If you have copies of any book
reviews, please send a photocopy or at least the periodical and date to
Curt Zoller. The results will be published in the Churchill Handbook.

Coming Up in FINEST HOUR
Finest Hour has always been blessed with a surfeit of material, but

with recent rapid membership growth we are reaping a bonanza. So
great is our backlog of articles that we offer readers an opportunity to
tell us what they'd like to see first. Just drop us a card signifying (by
number) what interests you most. Since only about 1 % of our readers
will do this, you will have great influence over issue content. . .

1. "Free Trade: The Churchill-Gephardt Debates": WSC and Con-
gressman Gephardt argue tariffs, by Michael T. McMenamin, ICS/USA.

2. "Stamps: Pre-1965 Churchill Issues," pages from the Fincher
Collection of varieties, errors, etc. donated to ICS/UK.

3. "Reporting Churchill, A Journalist's Recollection: Parliamentary
Reporting From 1945," by Ron Cynewulf Robbins, ICS/Canada.

4. "The Genius and Wit of Winston Churchill," by Robin Lawson
(address to the Medford, Oregon Rotary Club).

5. "Brendan Bracken and the Churchill Memorabilia at Sedbergh
[Bracken's Public School]," by Dr. D.W. McLennan, ICS/Canada.

6. "Churchill in the Battle of Britain: A Personal Recollection," by
Wing Cdr. Denis Bannister, RAF, speech to the Alaska Chapter.

7. "The Lion Roars: How Churchill Handled the 'Scaffolding of
Rhetoric,' " by Prof. Jim Muller, Alaska Chapter.

8. "A Patient Shrug: The Art of Churchill's Correspondence with
Stalin," by Douglas Peine, ICS/USA.

9. "The Resumption of History: Options for the English-Speaking
Peoples vis-ci-vis the Soviet Union," by Patrick L. Moore.

10. "The Man Behind the Legend: Recollections of Churchill at
Chartwell in 1955," by the British historian A.L. Rowse.

11. "Geneology: Churchill's U.S. Connections," by Ron Brennan
12. "C-R Corner": numerous articles illustrating Churchill-related

stamps showing how they apply to the Churchill Saga.
13. "An Ocean Apart": Comments on the 1988 BBC documentary

on the Anglo-American Special Relationship.
14. "People Around Churchill: Arthur Balfour," by Peter Mclver.
1 5. "The Churchill Club for Allied Servicemen," by Donald Baker.
16. "Why Churchill?," How the Churchill Club, a California

businessmen's public forum, selected its namesake, by Michael Perkins.
17. "English-Speaking Brotherhood: A Memoir of Churchill's Great

Speech at Harvard in 1943," by John T. Hay.
18. "Savrola": a full issue devoted to Churchill's only novel, il-

lustrated with color woodcuts from the 1950 Monaco edition.
19. "Churchill's Rhetoric and the Origins of the Cold War," by Paul

Basinski (New England Poli-Sci Assn. Meeting, Boston, 1986).
RICHARD M. LANGWORTH



INTERNA TIONAL DA TELINES
Quote of the Season

' 7 read somewhere that when the an-
cient Athenians, on one occasion, over-
powered a tribe in the Peloponnesus
which had wrought them great injury by
base, treacherous means, and when
they had the hostile army herded on a
beach naked for slaughter, they forgave
them and set them free, and they said:
' "This was not because they were men; it
was done because of the nature of
Man.' "
— House of Commons, 18 January 1945

Stop Press: "World Crisis,"
"Marlborough" To Be Reprinted!

NORWALK, CONN., USA, FEBRUARY 20TH - It

happened so fast our heads are swim-
ming. New York bookseller Barry
Singer, chatting with Charles Scribner
of Scribner-Macmillan about a one-
volume World Crisis (Woods A31b) put
him on to bookseller Glenn Horowitz,
who put him on to bookseller Richard
Lang worth, who interested him in the
full six-volume unabridged work
(Woods A3 la) as a limited edition.

A day later, a book scout bought from
Langworth a 1963 Scribner reprint of
The World Crisis and had it shipped to
an address in Norwalk. A day after that
the recipient called Langworth, in-
troduced himself as Eric Stones of
Easton Press, specialists in fine collec-
tor bindings and publishers of a leather-
bound Second World War (panned badly
by Langworth in Finest Hour 66!).

Stones shrugged off the panning and
asked how Easton might get ICS on his
side this time round. We suggested he
work from an original British edition
with its lovely folding maps and
shoulder notes on each page, and duly
sent him one. (Now he owns two!) He
says he will have a set ready in 1991.
Scribner, who works with Easton, will
probably publish a cloth set, as well as
the one-volume abridgement that started
all this off. There will also be UK edi-
tions.

Meanwhile another bookseller, Mark
Weber (UK) says the Folio Society are
bringing out a brand new four-volume
Marlborough, the first four-volume edi-
tion since 1939.

These two famous titles bring the
count of classic Churchill works revived
through the wheedling-, connivance or
aid of ICS to 14 titles and 22 individual

volumes. When we began our campaign
in 1986, 29 of Churchill's 37 book titles
were out-of-print; today we've cut that
figure in half.

To quote WSC, "We may allow our-
selves a period of rejoicing . . . This is
your victory!" At last people can own
at reasonable cost the full set of
"Winston's magnificent autobiography,
disguised as a history of the universe"
(Arthur Balfour). Ordering details will
be published as soon as we have them.

"Good Old Winnie!"
LONDON, FEBRUARY 14th - Angry Tory
MPs, including ICS hon. member
Winston S. Churchill (Cons.-Davy-
hulme), blasted TV news chiefs for ac-
ting as propaganda agents for Iraq. In a
letter to The Times four days later, Mr.
Churchill wrote: "Have the chairman
and senior executives of BBC and ITV
no sense of shame or twinge of cons-
cience at the fact that while our young
men are risking — indeed sacrificing —
their lives, they are acting as the vehicle
for enemy propaganda? [The media]
allow themselves to be led by the nose
by their Baghdad 'minders' to the scene
of the 'Allied horror-story' of the day

Meanwhile they accept the diktat
not to report the far greater civilian
casualties and suffering inflicted on the
hapless citizens of Kuwait . . . Do the
BBC and ITV imagine that Lord Reith
would have countenanced the BBC be-
ing used as a tool of Goebbels's pro-
paganda machine?"

We are not exactly sanguine about
Lord Reith's muzzling of Mr. Chur-
chill's grandfather before World War II
— but there was no doubt about his in-
tegrity once the war was on. Sir
Winston once dismissed the House of
Lords as "one-sided, hereditary, un-
purged, unrepresentative, irresponsible,
absentee." His grandson might refer to
these broadcasters as one-sided, un-
purged, unrepresentative, irresponsible,
and largely absent from the front —
which would be a good place for them.

RML

Blenheim Award to Lee Remick

duction "Jennie" aboard the RMS
Queen Mary, a liner replete with
memorabilia of voyages with Churchill
among the passengers. A private tour of
the ship (including Churchill sites) and a
black tie dinner will precede the award
presentation, with Gregory Peck paying
tribute to Miss Remick. Chairman
Merry Alberigi explained the lateness of
the award: "We weren't around to do it
16 years ago — it's high time we did it
now." A special invitation was included
with the last issue for North American
friends; reservations may also be made
by writing Merry at 21 Bahama Reef,
Novato CA 94949, tel. (415) 883-9076.
Seats are limited.

Blenheim Award to ac-
for her role as Lady

dph Churchill in the 1975 TV pro-
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Cartier's Case
NEW YORK, JANUARY 27TH - A g o l d

cigarette case designed as an envelope
addressed by WSC to his son Randolph
at Chartwell is a tour de force design
typical of many objects from Cartier's
golden age. Commissioned as a present
on RSC's 21st birthday, the case bears
an enameled 1 Vid George V stamp can-
celed on 20 June 1932. It was one of
many objects assembled by the New
York branch of the Paris-based jeweler
for "Reflections of Cartier: The Art
Deco Y e a r s , " an exhibition in
February.

Jefferson Tops WSC for Millennium
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 28TH - Syn-

dicated columnist and Friend of the
Society George Will has named Thomas
Jefferson "person of the millennium,"
while admitting that "this century
belongs to Einstein or Churchill" -
Albert for "altering how we think about
space, time, matter, energy;" Winston
for understanding "the two great, and
related, social inventions of this cen-
tury, total war and totalitarianism.
Because of his understanding and
courage, free nations survived both."



Will gives top marks to Jefferson:
"History is the history of the human
mind," he writes. "Jefferson was,
preeminently, the mind of the Revolu-
tion that succeeded. It resulted in the
birth of the first modern nation, the na-
tion that in the 20th century saved the
world from tyranny."

That last bit is rather all-embracing.
Jefferson's country's contributions were
substantial, but Churchill's Britain led
the fight against tyranny in 1914-17 and
1939^1. On that subject in 1954, WSC
was modest: "It was the nation and the
race dwelling round the globe that had
the lion's heart. I had the luck to be
called upon to give the roar."

Humes at Poly Prep
BROOKLYN, NY, FEBRUARY 4TH - I C S / U S A
hon. member James Humes was the first
speaker at the Winston Churchill
Lecture Series sponsored by Poly-
technic Preparatory Country Day
School, presenting a history lesson that
was entertaining, timely and pleasantly
educational. He gave a brief biography
of Churchill's life and political career,
describing his accomplishments and
tenacity. Depicting Churchill as a
positive role model, Humes was im-
pressive as usual when impersonating
the Great Man. At a subsequent recep-
tion, students and faculty were able to
talk to Humes about Churchill and cur-
rent affairs. - LAURA KAHN

Clemmie's Morris's New Role
LONDON, NOVEMBER IST - Rally driver
Bill Taylor, suffering from cancer and
given six months to live, is raffling off
Lady Churchill's 1961 Morris Oxford
to support cancer research at St. Mary's
Hospital, Paddington. Taylor, who still
rallies his Porsche under Castrol spon-
sorship, was given the Morris by fellow
driver Pater Thomas, who paid £5000
for it a year ago and hopes it produces
£20,000 to advance the work of St.
Mary's Dr. Pierre Guillou, an expert in
the field.

Old School Cry
LONDON, NOVEMBER 30TH - Thousands of
Old Harrovians gathered at the Albert
Hall on the 50th anniversary of the
Churchill Songs, named after the
school's most famous Prime Minister
among seven who attended Harrow.
"Songs" is an ancient tradition, but it
was in 1940 that Churchill returned to
Harrow to attend the performance. He
wept copiously throughout, singing all
the songs from memory. Heard was a

new song entitled Donorum Dei, a
tribute to the Harrow PMs: Goderich,
Perceval, Peel, Aberdeen, Palmerston,
Baldwin and Churchill.

EASDALE ISLAND
CCOTLAND

New Issues: Locals
EASDALE ISLAND, SCOTLAND, FEBRUARY 1ST

- A £5 gold foil "stamp," reminiscent
of the 1960s gold foil locals of another
Scottish island, Pabay, has been issued
by Easdale Island, purportedly to cover
the cost of carriage to the Scottish
mainland. Easdale lies in the Firth of
Lorn off the Dun Mor peninsula, about
15 miles south of Oban. It exports fish,
prawns and lobster, but whether parcels
actually bear these £5 locals is a good
question. Easdale does claim a post of-
fice that sells and uses the labels.
Covering all bases, the £5 depicts Pope
John Paul n, John Kennedy and WSC,
and is serially numbered on the reverse.
There are also proof sheets and
"specimens." For details contact
Westminster Stamp Gallery, PO Box
456, Foxboro MA 02035.

"Malakand" Down to $9.95
NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 20TH - Churchill's
first book, Story of the Malakand Field
Force, which two years ago com-
manded $50 minimum and up to $4000
at the high end, is offered at a bargain
$9.95 by Barnes & Noble, mail order
booksellers. Available for the same
price is The Boer War, a reprint com-
bining London to Ladysmith and Ian
Hamilton's March, both rare and pricey
as first editions.

Barnes & Noble's price is less than
the ICS New Book Service can buy
them for, and we feared they had been
suddenly remaindered. Not so —
Norton tells us sales have been good and
both titles have been reprinted, along
with My African Journey. These are
now joined by two new titles: Great
Contemporaries and Thoughts and
Adventures. B&N buys in huge quanti-

ty, allowing big discounts. The New
Book Service will continue to stock
these books at 20% off. To take advan-
tage of B&N's 40-50% discount, order
from them at 126 Fifth Avenue, New
York NY 10011. Stock numbers are
1689397 for "Malakand" and 1689389
for "Boer War " _

More Churchilliana
WORCESTER, UK, FEBRUARY 10TH - A
some 8 Vi-inch plate commemorating the
Battle of Britain with a painting of WSC
and battle scenes by Malcolm Green-
smith was issued by the Hamilton Col-
lection, Freepost, Worcester WR1
1BR. The plates sell for £21 postpaid in
the UK only. Non-UK readers desiring
copies may care to ask ICS/UK to inter-
cede on their behalf, or buy through a
British friend. The porcelain plate has a
23K gold rim and is "limited" to only
19,500 copies.

LEICESTER, UK, DECEMBER 10TH — T h r e e Of

Churchill's best oil paintings have been
reproduced in hand-finished oils in
quantities of 150 each for readers of the
Telegraph newspapers — again, this of-
fer is confined to Britain. The reproduc-
tions are authenticated by Lady Soames,
author of Churchill the Painter.

The high-definition results are made
possible by Colour Masters, a photo-
graphic process developed by CPL of
Edenbridge, which produces textured
effects outstandingly faithful to the
originals. The paintings, which come
framed, are "The Thames at Taplow"
(1930s), "Study of Boats, South of
France" (1930s) and "Scene on Lake
Como" (September 1945). Prices are
£350 for "Taplow" and £325 for the
others. All three are good choices, but
"Lake Como" represents Churchill at
his best, with a marvelous play of
translucent waters under light and
shadow.

This offer allegedly closed 31 Decem-
ber, but we wonder if some other agen-

continued overleaf. . .



Tony Auth of ICS/USA, cartoonist with the Philadelphia Inquirer, exercises his Churchill interest.

cy is now offering the prints — some of
the proceeds must accrue to Chartwell,
where the originals hang.

* * *
DORSET, UK, JANUARY 15TH - Danny A n -
drews of ICS/UK has commissioned a
superb 40-inch-long model of the Sir
Winston Churchill, first ship built for
the Sail Training Association, which
took part in "Op Sail" in 1976. Each
model takes two months to build, and
only 25 will be made. A glass display
case is included. For information write
Andrews International, PO Box 219,
Broadstone, Dorset, UK, fax (0202)
896281.

John Edison at his September exhibit.

"Sterner Years" Debuts
TORONTO, SEPTEMBER 24TH - Friends of
the Society in Canada joined John
Edison at the opening exhibit of his
superb Churchill book collection at the
Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library,
University of Toronto. A catalogue was
produced to mark the occasion. A
scrupulous collector and longtime ICS
member, Edison spent many years
amassing one of the most complete
Churchill libraries in the world, and we
are glad that it has found such a
distinguished new home.

Now's Your Chance . . .
LONDON, JANUARY 2ND - The Churchill
Hotel is seeking "bright, personable
young people for our lavishly refur-
bished bar . . . excellent salaries and
unparalleled opportunities." The editor
fails to meet these criteria and,
acknowledging the kind invitation of
clippings editor John Frost ("suit you,
Richard?"), gratuitously passes this op-
portunity to readers.

Conover Collection to ICS
MIAMI NOVEMBER 15TH - I C S / U n i t e d
States has received a bequest which will
eventually be housed in the library of a
Center for Churchill Studies in the
United States — about which more in
due course. The collection, given by the
estate of the late David Conover, in-
cludes inscribed copies of Malakand
Field Force and My Early Life, and
eight signed letters from Churchill to
Conover's mother spanning an incredi-
ble 44 years: 1899 to 1943.

Churchill met the then-Miss Christine
Lewis on a steamer returning from In-
dia, and continued the friendship when
they met again in Cairo and London
during 1899. Obviously attracted to the
young American, WSC urged her to read
his articles in the Morning Post — sure
sign of affection. (In one letter WSC
dismisses The Times: "A vy pompous
paper, but with tremendous power,"
which he wistfully says does not yet
carry his scribbles.) In a 1904 letter,
Churchill congratulates Miss Lewis on
her forthcoming wedding and regrets he
cannot cross the ocean to attend. Thirty-
nine years later, he writes her from the
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White House, enclosing the signed
Early Life and recalling old times!

This charming correspondence,
Winston S. Churchill to Christine Lewis
Conover, will be published by ICS/USA
with reproductions of the letters and
photos and suitable annotation, in the
near future.

Scandal from the Archives
LONDON, MAY 1990 - Buried in the com-
memorations of Churchill 's 1940
premiership was the appearance of a list
of members of "The Right Club,"
which allegedly conspired against Chur-
chill and pursued peace with Hitler. The
Club, whose motto was "Perish
Judah," was founded by Capt. Ramsay,
MP for Peebles, who was arrested in
May 1940 as a German sympathizer. It
allegedly pursued a hostile campaign
against British Jews, and some 50
members are said to be still alive. ITV
(which would tell you it opposes
McCarthy ism) ran a documentary, "Di-
vided We Stand," revealing some of al-
leged members, including former MP
Sir Peter Agnew, the Duke of Montrose
and the 98-year-old Earl of Southesk
(who was listed among the dead but is
alive and well in Scotland!)

Southesk told the papers, "I have
never heard of the Right Club," but
says he knew Ramsay "quite well. He
was a very loyal, patriotic man. Chur-
chill was down on him because he was
anti-semitic." (Can a UK reader pro-
vide the latest developments?)

Dale S. Johnson as WSC

WSC in Two Acts
ROLLA, MISSOURI, DECEMBER 6TH - Dale S
Johnson, who P l a y s Churchill in a one-
man dramatization, is booking a tour of
Midwest and California schools for the
w-n «Ch°01 y e a r" He was last at
William Perm College in Oskaloosa,



Iowa on April 23-24th. Johnson's pre-
sentation takes two hours and tickets
are inexpensive. The performance is
similar to the Robert Hardy/Susskind
production a few years ago, with Chur-
chill/Johnson recounting his youth and
early career, getting more serious as
World War II approaches.

We wish all Churchill publicists well,
but are wary about impersonations, hav-
ing seen all too many inaccuracies and
liberties taken with the WSC persona.
Reviews of this performance by re-
porters with no special knowledge of
Churchill are favorable, though we
notice some misquotes — which may be
the papers' and not Mr. Johnson's. We
would welcome a review by a knowl-
edgeable reader.

ICS Chapters interested in booking
Mr. Johnson may contact Thespis Pro-
ductions, PO Box 1767, Rolla MO
65401, tel. (314) 341-5838.

Rhodes James to Canada
CALGARY, OCTOBER 17TH - T h e Si r
Winston S. Churchill Society's three
branches (Edmonton, Calgary and Van-
couver) will host noted Churchill
scholar Robert Rhodes James, MP as
speaker at their annual dinners in May.
Calgary's is set for May 27th. Rhodes
James, one of the "responsible critics"
among Churchill authors, wrote Chur-
chill: a Study in Failure and the modern
biography of Lord Randolph Churchill,
and edited the eight-volume Complete
Speeches (which are not complete but
close to it).

The Calgary Branch president for
1990-91 is Robert G. Peters, 200 Sun
Life Plaza, North Tower, 140-4th Ave.
SW, Calgary, AlbertaT2P 3X1. Presi-
dent of the Edmonton Branch is W.J.
Sterling Sunley, 14552 107A Ave., Ed-
monton, Alberta T5N 1G5.

Emery Reves Chapter
DALLAS, NOVEMBER nth - Our annual
Champagne party to mark Sir Winston's
birthday was held at the residence of
Charlotte and Earl Nicholson. Nathan
Hughes, on behalf of members, pre-
sented a bottle of Pol Roger to chapter
president David Sampson as a token of
thanks for his long service. David, who
as an Air Force reserve officer was
awaiting a summons to the Gulf any
day, presented the evening's program
on the Battle of Britain, including audio
tapes of wartime speeches. Jean Small-

continued overleaf. . •

NOTE: ALAN IS IN THE MIDST OF MOVING HOUSES - ICS STORES CUSTOMERS PLEASE BE PATIENT

FRIENDS OF THE SOCIETIES:

R. ALAN FITCH
LOUISVILLE COURIER-JOURNAL

Alan Fitch, culinary arts Chef In-
structor at the National Center for
Hospitality Studies at Sullivan
College, enthusiastically operates
"ICS Stores," selling back issues,
publications and other products on
behalf of the Societies. Alan started
at Indiana University studying liberal
arts, but as an impoverished student
he needed to earn money. So he
helped pay his way through college
by cooking for the now-defunct In-
diana Hotel. "They had a crusty,
old, European-styled, domineering
tyrant in the kitchen chef, but he was
good," says Alan. Under this
tutelage his interest in cooking
quickly developed, but Alan didn't
take it up as a profession until he
completed 20 years service in the
U.S. Army.

Fitch went into Military Intel-
ligence, but continued to earn extra
money cooking: "I did a lot of
traveling throughout the world, and
everywhere I went, I pursued
regional and ethnic cuisines . . . I
would visit the markets, learning
about the indigenous ingredients,
trying every imaginable concoction
on a local restaurant menu. Food is
just a direct outgrowth of culture and
what is naturally available."

Retiring from the Army in 1984
with the rank of Major, Alan entered
the Baltimore (Md.) International
Culinary Arts Institute, where he ob-

tained an Associate Arts degree. He
worked in various Baltimore res-
taurants, and also had the oppor-
tunity to work with some of the
better chefs in New Orleans, where
he cooked in the French Quarter:
"Where I really learned and
developed was in Gautreau's, a
small, 48-seat house off the tourist
track and very popular with the
locals. The neat thing was that we
changed the menu every day. The ex-
ecutive chef was Armond Jonte, prob-
ably one of the most knowledgeable
persons at blending ethnic cuisines
and bringing other ethnic ideas into
the mainstream of Cajun cooking."

Though he loved New Orleans,
Alan eventually grew homesick for
the Midwest, and 2Vi years ago he
moved to Madison, Indiana: "I liked
the idea of this architecturally
wonderful, small bucolic town with
unspoiled frontage on the Ohio
River." He planned to open a
restaurant, but this hadn't yet
materialized when Sullivan College
asked him to sign on as a Chef In-
structor. Here he teaches basic
culinary skills and theory class,
which he says is the foundation for
all good cooking.

Alan tells his students that they
must know how to "tweak" a recipe
to make it more attractive: "The re-
quirement to use judgment is always
there. The understanding and ap-
plication of correct culinary deci-
sions is what distinguishes the really
competent cook. A chef must analyze
a recipe by categories: What's the
acid? What's the thickening? What's
the fat if there is fat? What's the
seasonings? What are the other
culinary techniques involved?

"It's a terribly enjoyable thing,
watching students change, watching
the [understanding] lights come on.
I've had students come in with fairly
low levels of esteem and I have seen
them go out as if they were kings or
queens of the world. I don't make
them feel that way. They do that for
themselves." Rather like younj
Winston did, Alan . . .



INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

Clint Corre Delivers: 17 Nov. 90.

ing described her visit to the new
"Breakthrough" sculpture at the Chur-
chill Memorial (this column, last issue).
Clint Corre then gave an excellent im-
personation of the "Blood, Toil, Tears
and Sweat" speech. Our growing chap-
ter's next meeting will feature Professor
James Hopkins speaking on "Triumph
and Defeat: 1940 and 1945."

— JEAN SMALLING

Is Anchorage any place for Canaries? L-R: Jim
Muller, Craig Carlson, Michael Padden. Seated,
L-R: Mrs. Brooke Marston, Will Jacobs, Lisa
Nelson, Wing Commander Denis Bannister RAF,
Judith Muller. Photo by Paul Ubl.

Alaska Chapter
ANCHORAGE, NOVEMBER 30TH - W S C ' S

116th birthday was celebrated at a
dinner tonight at the Hotel Captain
Cook. Twenty-five friends of the Socie-
ty braved 20-below temperatures to at-
tend a dinner featuring lamb chops and
Champagne toasts to the President, the
Queen, and the Heroic Memory. The
chapter welcomed British guests, Wing
Cdr. and Mrs. Dennis Bannister, RAF.
Dennis delivered an eloquent remem-
brance of Churchill in the Battle of Bri-
tain, while his wife Sue won the door
prize, a package of notecards from Har-
row School.

The dinner program recalled Chur-
chill's schooldays and the table was

decorated with photos of the four
schools he attended. On the same eve-
ning hundreds of Old Boys were gather-
ing at the Royal Albert Hall in London
for Churchill Songs (see above),
Michael Padden delivered the speech
Churchill made 50 years ago during his
first annual appearance at Harrow.

"Canaries" (the Harrow term for
melodious songsters), led by Padden,
Craig Carlson and Jim Muller, joined in
essaying three of the same Harrow
songs that were sung in 1940: "When
Raleigh Rose," "Giants" and "40
Years On."

The after-dinner speech was by
Donald F. Behrend, Chancellor of the
University of Alaska, Anchorage, who
compared Churchill's ruminations in
The Dream with two recent monographs
on the dilemmas of American education.
The meeting adjourned to the singing of
"Auld Lang Syne , " leaving the
"Canaries" to swell their ranks and
polish their repertoire before the next
meeting of our farthest north and far-
thest west ICS Chapter, 3 September
1991. Our guest that evening will be Ian
Beer, Headmaster of Harrow School.

— JIM MULLER

Churchill Trust of Australia
CANBERRA, DECEMBER 31ST - To m a r k its
Silver Jubilee Year, the Trust awarded
eighty Fellowships for tenure in 1991 at
an estimated A$913,0OO, the highest
number in any year to date. The Na-
tional Chairman reported a lean year for
Trust investments which make the
Fellowships possible, but did not view it
as a cause for major concern, looking
forward to prompt recovery "from
1990's less than sparkling perfor-
mance."

Australian Meeting on 16 October
The farthest-flung Churchill Society
meeting yet is set for Canberra, the na-
tion's capital, on Wednesday 16 Oc-
tober, when our party of U.S. and
Canadian ICS members touches down
from Melbourne at 1030 hrs. Tentative
plans call for a tour of the War
Memorial and Botanical Gardens,
followed by a coach tour of Canberra,
ending up at Parliament House for a
private visit being arranged on our
behalf by Rear Admiral Ian Richards
RAN (Ret'd), chief executive officer of
Austral ia ' s Winston Churchill
Memorial Trust. Evening events in-
clude a dinner at the Art Gallery,
followed by Loyal Toasts, a speaker (to

be announced), and a toast to the Heroic
Memory. Friends of the Australian
Society will be advised as soon as possi-
ble as to dates, times and costs of this
event, and other opportunities to meet
friends in Sydney and Melbourne.

Australia Tour Has Three Seats Left
The Fifth Churchill Tour, an exciting
round-robin of Australia onOctober4-
20th, still has three seats available.
Opportunity knocks but once! See
FH 67 for the full itinerary or write
or telephone Barbara Langworth at
Rt 1, Box 682, Hopkinton NH
03229 USA, tel. (0101)603-746^433
weekdays 9-5 EST.

Phoenix Chapter
PHOENIX, NOVEMBER 29TH - The Phoenix
Chapter met for a "Sir Winston Chur-
chill Birthday Celebration," Marianne
and Karl Almquist hosting a buffet sup-
per attended by 22 members and guests.
The program featured a visual presenta-
tion by Cdr. Larry Kryske, USN (and
ICS chapter head in New Mexico) en-
titled "Churchill as Commander-In-
Chief: A Military Perspective." Cdr.
Kryske's military insight and extensive
knowledge of Churchill history
stimulated a lively discussion period
following the program. Toasts were
given to Sir Winston and the Queen.
Marianne Almquist reported on the In-
ternational meeting held in San Fran-
cisco in August.

Riddles, R.F.C.*
He was a boy of April beauty; one
Who had not tried the world; who, while

the sun
Flamed yet upon the eastern sky, was

done.
Time would have brought him in her

patient ways —
So his young beauty spoke — to

prosperous days,
To fulness of authority and praise.

He would not wait so long. A boy he
spent

His boy's dear life for England. Be
content:

No honour of age had been more
excellent.

lt . . o - JOHN DRINKWATER
•Lieut. Stewart G. Ridley, Royal Fly-
ing Corps sacrificed his life in the
Egyptian desert in an attempt to save a
comrade. He was twenty years of age.
A timely poem, submitted by Glenn
Horowitz. 0



A SPECTACULAR program of
Churchillian events awaits you
in Virginia this November. You

will soon receive a special mailing with
all the details; for now, a few of the
highlights . . .

"Churchill's Virginia" is the theme
of a Conference built around Sir
Winston's writings on the American
Civil War, with tours of all the crucial
battlefields from our headquarters at the
elegant, freshly restored Thomas Jeffer-
son in Richmond. There will also be
time to visit the Museum of the Con-
federacy.

Our Saturday night speaker is former
United States Senator Harry F. Byrd,
Jr., who will recall Churchill's visit to
Ricmond in 1946 and his speech to the
Virginia Legislature — the only other
speech on the trip which produced the
famous "Iron Curtain" oration.

Participating Civil War experts in-
clude Ward Chamberlin, Vice Chairman
of WETA Channel 26 in Washington,
which coproduced the acclaimed PBS
Civil War Series. A lifelong student of
Churchill, Ward will discuss observa-
tions of WSC from a unique vantage
point as an American serving with the
British Army.

Our Sunday night speaker is
"wrapped in impenetrable mystery" —
but past experience should suggest that
he (or she) will be someone you will not
want to miss . . .

On Monday and Tuesday November
4-5th the scene shifts to Colonial
Williamsburg, the finest 18th Century
restoration in the country, for visits to
the Emery Reves Center for Interna-
tional Studies and a reception hosted by
the College of William and Mary. Chur-
chill's 1946 visit to Williamsburg will
be uniquely recalled in a special issue of
Finest Hour devoted to his relationship
with Virginia (no. 72, third quarter
1991).

Like Richmond's Jefferson Hotel, the
Williamsburg Lodge will offer special
low rates to ICS participants. The
Lodge is ideally located for touring the
colonial area; you may also wish to stay
in one of the colonial nouses — but book
these early, they go very fast!

If all this sounds too good to miss, we
suggest you beat the rush: write con-
ference chairman Dick Knight at 167
Charleston Park, Nashville, Tenn.
37205, or telephone toll free, weekdays
at (800) 251-2561. He will see that you
receive advance information and an
early registration form. •

I.C.S. U.S. 1991 Conference:
November 2nd-5th

Churchill's Virginia:
Richmond, Williamsburg, Civil War Battlefields

Richmond HQ: The Jefferson Hotel Williamsburg: The Governor's Palace

AMONG OUR SPEAKERS

DAVID McCULLOUGH is the author of
four acclaimed works of history. He has
won two National Book Awards, one for
Mornings on Horseback, the life of young
Theodore Roosevelt. He is currently at work
on a biography of Harry Truman, for which
he has been awarded a Guggenheim Fellow-
ship. Born in Pittsburgh, he was educated at
Yale, holds eight honorary degrees, has
taught at the Wesleyan University Writers
Conference and was recently the Newman
Visiting Professor of American Civilization
at Cornell. He is known to TV viewers as
host of two award-winning PBS series,
"Smithsonian World" and "The American
Experience."

HARRY F. BYRD, JR. spent 36 years in
elected office including 18 years in the U.S.
Senate, where he was the only person to be
elected twice as an independent. He attended
the Virginia Military Institute and majored
in government at the University of Virginia.
During World War II he served as a Lt.
Commander in the Pacific. As editor and
publisher of newspapers in Virginia, his
European coverage stimulated his interest
for international affairs. Senator Byrd has
very distinct and sometimes humorous
memories of Churchill's visit to Richmond
and Williamsburg in 1946, which he has
promised to share with us in his remarks on
November 2nd.



The War Question: An Introduction by the Editor
When I first read Maurice Cowling's challenging article a

year ago, I was struck by its similarity to occasional dark
thoughts of my own. It has often occurred to me that perhaps
the Sudetenland really was Hitler's "last territorial claim in
Europe" — with the exception of the Soviet Union, which is
better than half Asiatic. And who would have shed tears over
a two-way battle between Hitler's Nazis and Stalin's
Bolsheviks?

Saddam Hussein has lately been compared to Hitler: which
is correct if we mean the Hitler of, say, 1936. By 1939,
Hitler represented afar more formidable threat than the dic-
tator of Iraq. In 1936, he could easily have been stopped;
Churchill argues powerfully that it would have even been
preferable to fight him in 1938, with Czechoslovakia still
armed and fortified.

If all this is true, how sensible was it, really, to fight in
1939?

I have always thought I've known the answer to that ques-
tion, but Dr. Cowling assails many of my most basic
precepts. I did not accept his arguments that fighting Hitler

cost Britain its empire and fortune; that is a hindsight judg-
ment, though even in the 1930s empire and fortune were
visibly ebbing. (I remember a prewar remark of Churchill's
that to the average Englishman, the dullest subject im-
aginable was the British Empire.) But other points by Dr.
Cowling demand consideration. Yet, having received his
permission to reprint, I hesitated, reluctant to let such a
singularly unorthodox view stand without comment from the
other side.

There the matter lay until I sent a copy of the Cowling
piece to Patrick Powers oflCS/USA, a professor at Assump-
tion College, where he lectures cogently on Churchill's
thought and literature. Patrick forwarded it to his colleague
Tom Mahoney with the suggestion that Tom frame a reply.
Tom did.

In publishing both Dr. Cowling's article and Dr.
Mahoney's reply, I disclaim any attempt to create a sparring
match, and express instead a desire to seek truth, even as I
offer thanks to both authors.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

The Case Against Going to War
The majority believes that Britain was right

to go to war with Germany in 1939. Maurice Cowling argues
that the majority is wrong.

LIKE THE nations of the past, modern Britain has
its heroisms and its heroes — Trafalgar, Waterloo
and the Battle of Britain on the one hand, Nelson, Well-

ington and Churchill on the other. Of the latter, none is so
present, or impregnable, as Churchill, who has survived, and
will continue to survive, both the uncritical attentions of Mr.
Martin Gilbert and the deflations of reputation which have
been attempted by revisionist history.

Whatever revisionist historians may say, the public sees
Churchill, and will continue to see him, as the enemy of ap-
peasement and embodiment of the spirit which won the Sec-
ond World War, while Chamberlain will continue to be seen
as "the appeaser" who had to be removed before the Second
World War could be waged.

So far as Churchill is concerned, the public is mainly
wrong. Churchill did urge resistance to Hitler, but the
policies he advocated in opposition, and would probably
have pursued in office, were not very different from
Chamberlain's; they might well have kept Stalin at arm's
length, while convincing Hitler that British intervention in
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe must be neutralised by
alliance with the Soviet Union.

Maurice Cowling is a Fellow of Peterhouse, Cambridge,
and author of Religion and Public Doctrine in Modern
England.

Chamberlain and Churchill combined anti-socialist and
anti-Marxist opinions with the social radicalism they had in-
herited from Joseph Chamberlain and Lord Randolph Chur-
chill. Both believed in the British Empire, which
Chamberlain by declaring war and Churchill by joining
Chamberlain's Cabinet on the outbreak of war, made a major
contribution to destroying.

They did not, of course, know on September 3, 1939 that
that was what they were doing. They were not sure that
Hitler would attack in the West, they did not expect France to
fall if he did, and they expected the Russo-German pact to
alienate Spain, Italy and Japan. What they were doing,
nevertheless — and what became plain when France fell in
June 1940 — was to put themselves into the hands of the
Labour Party and the trade unions and to make it likely that
socialism would be established and the Empire disestab-
lished.

Conservatives,* therefore, have solemn reasons for reflec
tion as the anniversary is remembered. Reflection should
lead them to the questions: Was the war a war in pursuit of
British interests? Or was it a war of moral indignation
entered into without the resources to fight it as a result of
guarantees - to Greece and Romania as well as to Poland -
which it had never been possible to honour?

In The Impact of Hitler [now in Chicago University Press

*The author refers to the British Conservative Party
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paperback] I argued that until July 1938 Chamberlain had a
perfectly sensible foreign policy consisting of rearmament,
avoidance of new military commitments, and "appease-
ment", ie, the rather vague wish to make Germany into a
contented member of the European system, which took him
to Germany three times in a situation of high tension in
September 1938. He was then blown off course when Halifax
(Foreign Secretary) and the Cabinet responded to two sorts
of public pressure. The first was from Conservatives who
believed that the Empire had to be defended by resisting
Hitler in Europe. The second was from the Labour Party and
the liberal-Left which claimed that there was a moral duty to
resist Hitler by alliance with the Soviet Union, whether
resistance was in Britain's interest and within her capability
or not, and whether the Soviet Union was likely to cooperate
or not.

The implication of my argument is that Chamberlain
should probably have left Hitler and the Czechs to deal with
the Sudeten question; that he should probably not have paid
his visits to Hitler, since these merely convinced Hitler that
appeasement would involve British interference in his
backyard; and that he should not have made a radical depar-
ture in British policy after the German occupation of Prague
by giving military guarantees against German expansion in
Eastern and South Eastern Europe, since expansion would

The author argues that Hitler may have eventually given
way to a German-style Gorbachev. Artwork from "Adolf
Hitler's Frontier" by R.F. Marty, NY:Carlton 1990.

certainly have had the beneficial effect of entangling Hitler
with the Russians.

It is wrong to assume that a dominant Germany would have
been more intolerable to Britain than the Soviet Union was to
become, or that British statesmen had a duty to risk British
lives to prevent Hitler behaving intolerably to Germans and
others. We do not know that Hitler wanted war against Bri-
tain; we know only that he wanted war against the Soviet
Union, and found himself at war with Britain and France
when British indignation turned Chamberlain's political in-
terference at Munich into a military commitment against
him.

Chamberlain has often been accused of wanting to set
Hitler on to Stalin, when what he really wanted was a con-
tented Germany within a stable Europe. The real charge
should be that, by treating Eastern and South-Eastern Europe
as spheres of British influence, he drove Hitler into Stalin's
arms.

In making their judgments Conservatives will admire the

epic precariousness of Churchill's achievement between
Dunkirk and Pearl Harbour. But they should also agree that
the war had consequences as damaging as the bombing of
British cities and the fall of Singapore; that, indeed, nothing
did more damage in Britain than the complacency and self-
congratulation induced by the Russo-American victory of
1945, which the Cold War seemed almost to increase, and
which it took the Suez crisis of 1956, the immigration crisis
of the 1960s, and the Irish and economic crises of the 1970s
to remove.

These are harsh judgments which will be offensive to per-
sons of goodwill who believe, and will doubtless continue to
believe, that the war dead died in a particular righteous
cause. They will be especially offensive to people of good-
will who were young in the 1930s, and whose conventional
wisdom will have a great deal to say in contradiction.

Conventional wisdom will say that Hitler was evil, that, in
willing his destruction, Britain was doing her duty, and that it
was a providential blessing that the Empire had to be con-
verted into the Commonwealth from 1947 onwards. It will
also say that the war lanced social abscesses, broke down
class barriers, and made Britain a better place to live in.

For at least three decades these opinions had the status of
national truths. Yet they were merely reflections of the fact
that there had been a student revolution in the 1930s (like the
student revolution of the 1960s), and that the Com-
monwealth and United Nations sentiments into which its anti-
imperialism was converted internationally after the war were
matched domestically by the conversion of its virtually
Marxist collectivism into post-war Keynesian collectivism.

In the light of Powellism and Thatcherism it is easy to see
that the equality of sacrifice and state-mobilisation of
resources necessary for conducting the war lent patriotic
respectability to punitive taxation and state economic con-
trol. It is even easier to see that the war was debilitating
politically and intellectually, and that it took the British a
very long time to recover from it.

A thinking Conservative may draw two sets of conclu-
sions. First, that moral indignation in virtuous causes was a
dangerous luxury for a precarious Empire and that patience
and prudence could hardly have been less successful than
moral indignation. Though the balance is a fine one, Russian
(and American) domination of Europe after a long war, the
destruction of Germany and the emasculation of the British
Empire, were probably worse for Britain than German
domination of Europe might have been if that had been ef-
fected without war or the emasculation of the Empire. Is it
inconceivable, moreover, that patience with Nazi Germany
might have been rewarded in the long run by military
takeover, economic breakdown or a Gorbachev or Rafsan-
jani coming to power there?

The second conclusion a thinking Conservative may come
to is that British politics since 1939 divide themselves into
two phases — up to the mid-1960s, when collectivism and
socialism came to be in the ascendant, and since the
mid-1960s, when they have come to be in recession — and
that Mrs. Thatcher's achievement was a necessary and pain-
ful reversal of almost every domestic assumption that the
Churchill-Attlee coalition stood for.

In matters like this, dogmatism is demeaning. It is equally
demeaning, in the decade of Thatcherite realism, to present
defeat as victory long after it has become clear that it was
defeat. •
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The Case For Going to War
Tom Mahoney replies on behalf of the majority.

IN AN ostensibly "Conservative" critique of Churchill
and the decision to resist the Nazification of Europe by
war if necessary, Maurice Cowling argues that Churchill

and belatedly, Neville Chamberlain, made a fatal error of
judgment. They refused to understand that British resistance
to Hitler and a National Socialist-dominated Europe posed a
greater threat to conservative values and British interests
then the acceptance of Nazi hegemony in Europe. The results
of the Second World War boded ill for England and conser-
vatism: socialist and Keynesian collectivism dominated the
political economy of England for a generation; Britain
rapidly lost her empire, the maintenance of which was a cen-
tral goal for Conservatives such as Chamberlain and Chur-
chill; and Europe became dominated by two gigantic
peripheral powers, the United States and the USSR. Pro-
fessor Cowling's description of the results of World War II
are undoubtedly correct. But his view that these results
somehow negate the justice and necessity of British and
Allied resistance to the Nazification of Europe does not by
any means follow.

Cowling sees World War II as an unnecessary war inspired
by "moral indignation." He represents a "realist" position
that is unable to distinguish between moralism and the prin-
cipled attention to the ideas and institutions at stake if Britain
acquiesced in the German domination of Europe. Cowling's
entire position entails an unrealistic abstraction from the
nature and principles of Hitler and National Socialism. It is
Cowling, not Churchill, who is the moralist — but a moralist
of realism pretending or wishing that Britain and the
democracies were dealing with an abstract historical reality
called Germany, and not a revolutionary, deeply anti-
conservative and anti-Christian movement dedicated to the
emasculation of the very idea of Europe.

Dr. Cowling speaks the narrow language of a nationalist
concerned with the survival of the empire. But Churchill,
equally concerned with the maintenance of Britain's civiliz-
ing presence in the world, thought that there were some
principles, ideas, and instutions more important even than
the Empire — principles that the Empire incarnated at its
best. Churchill was a patriot and a cosmopolitan seeing in
resistance to the threats, manipulation and armed im-
perialism of Nazism an opportunity to establish a genuine
league of free nations, that union of might and right he called
"Arms and the Covenant." He cared about the creation of
large organisms that would unite liberal and civilized
peoples, and was even willing to see leadership of the
English-Speaking Peoples pass to the Americans — if that
was the precondition for the survival of political decency and
a modicum of civilization.

Churchill understood what Cowling evidently does not:
Nazi domination of Europe would have created an at-
mosphere radically inhospitable to the survival of Britain's
principles and way of life. Dominating the continent as a

Tom Mahoney is a Professor of History at Assumption College in
Worcester, Massachusetts, and a member oflCS/USA.

whole, Nazi Germany certainly would have entered a new,
more radical and totalitarian phase of political existence. The
war against conservatives, liberals, democrats, patriots,
Jews and Christians would have been intensified and the
pressure for England to accommodate herself to the "new
order" would likely have become overwhelming.

Hitler had no intention formally to dissolve the sovereignty
of Britain, nor to impose Nazi institutions on that nation. But
in a Nazi-dominated Europe, the prestige of the fascist
elements in Britain would have multiplied and an ominous
self-censorship would have kept Britain from criticizing the
totalitarian and racialist onslaught on the continent. The
results would have been corrupting and ultimately destruc-
tive of the fibre and soul of the British people.

A genuine "realism" must take this calculus into con-
sideration also. Churchill saw all this with his usual penetra-
tion. In his address of 5 October 1938, on the Munich Pact,
Churchill captured the dynamic logic and fatal flaw in the
"realist" policy of appeasement:

. . . there can never be friendship between the British
democracy and the Nazi power, that power which spurns
Christian ethics, which cheers its onward course by a bar-
barous paganism, which derives strength and perverted
pleasure from persecution, and uses, as we have seen with
pitiless brutality, the threat of murderous force. That power
cannot be the trusted friend of the British democracy .

We do not want to be led upon the high road to becoming a
satellite of the German Nazi system of European domination.
In a very few years, perhaps in a very few months, we shall
be confronted with demands with which we shall no doubt be
invited to comply. Those demands may affect the surrender
of territory or the surrender of liberty. I foresee and foretell
that the policy of submission will carry with it restrictions
upon the freedom of speech and debate in Parliament on
public platforms, and discussions in the Press, for it wiU be
said — indeed, I hear it said sometimes now — that we cannot
allow the Nazi system of dictatorship to be criticized by or-
dinary, common English politicians. Then, with a Press
under control, in part direct but more potently indirect, with
every organ of public opinion doped and chloroformed into
acquiescence, we shall be conducted along further stages of
our journey.

Churchill advocated another road for Britain. He saw hope
in the "supreme recovery of moral health and martial
vigour" by Britain taking her "stand for freedom as in the
olden time" (cf. conclusion of the 5 October 1938 speech)
Cowling undoubtedly sees this as one more unseemly
manifestation of democratic moralism while he retrospec-
tively advocates the cool aristocratic road of prudence and
restraint. But as Churchill insisted in The Gathering Storm,
there is a false and self-deceptive kind of prudence that leads
right to " * e bull's eye of disaster." Churchill's grander
prudence, which could see the whole of the situationlhat the
democracies faced, the nature of the enemy and bitter conse-
quences of accommodation and defeat, is best expressed in
his peroration to the Finest Hour" speech of 19 June 1940:
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Upon this battle depends the survival of Christian civilization.
Upon it depends our own British life, and the long continuity
of our institutions and our Empire. The whole fury and might
of the enemy must very soon be turned on us. Hitler knows
that he will have to break us in this island or lose the war. If we
can stand up to him, all Europe may be free and the life of the
world may move forward into broad, sunlit uplands. But if we
fail, then the whole world, including the United States, in-
cluding all that we have known and cared for, will sink into
the abyss of a new Dark Age made more sinister, and perhaps
more protracted, by the lights of perverted science.

Professor Cowling never once mentions the ideological and
totalitarian character of the Nazis. In his previous books he
makes the unsupportable claim that Churchill did not under-
stand the nature of Hitler. He argues that Churchill merely
"picked" on Hitler, in the same manner that he picked on
Gandhi, for example. We can leave this blind assertion to the
side. But there is no evidence that he has an inkling of what
an uncontested Nazi domination of Europe would have
meant. His abstract realism blinds him to a realistic ap-
preciation of the deadly threat that Hitler posed to everything
decent, everything European. He deludes himself with the
hope that a Nazi Rafsanjani or Gorbachev would have some-
day come to the fore in Germany. This reasoning encourages
the worst kind of fatalism and passivity. One's political
responsibility is to resist the evils that one confronts, not to
adopt the philosophical levity that proclaims, "this too shall
pass away."

A Soviet Gorbachev was largely made possible by western
resistance to Communist power and imperialism. But Cowl-
ing encourages the course of least resistance with the
sanguinity that arises from the security of his Cambridge
study. He simply does not take seriously the possibility of a
Nazi tyranny made more sinister and protracted by the sup-
ports of ideology and modern science. His are tame Nazis —
virulent and vulgar nationalists perhaps, but Germans never-
theless. He has confidence in them. I do not.

Let me briefly address Professor Cowling's observations
about the consequences of the war. It is true that the wars of
the twentieth century have led to a concomitant rise in state
centralization and collectivism, and in several areas have
provided rich soil for antiliberal tyrannies. Wartime collec-
tivism and regulation made it easier for the Labour Party to
establish a system of planning, redistribution and widespread
nationalization after 1945. Churchill vehemently opposed
this movement, warning of the despotic potentialities of even
"democratic" socialism in his speeches during the 1945
electoral campaign. But there is no doubt that the- war and
Churchill's wartime policies made the shift toward planning
and public enterprise more likely in Britain: likely, but not
necessary or inevitable.

The Belgian and German governments pursued postwar
policies of liberalization aimed at establishing a sound cur-
rency and freedom of trade both internally and in the interna-
tional market. But as Raymond Aron insisted in The Century
of Total War, liberal Belgium and social democratic Britain
belonged to the same essentially liberal political civilization.
However imprudent much of Labour's postwar economic
policy was — however destructive of personal initiative and
economic productivity its redistributionist and nationalizing
policies turned out to be in the long run — social democratic
Britain remained a politically free regime. Dr. Cowling ig-
nores the mixed or partially collectivist character of all

democratic regimes, no matter how capitalist, and exag-
gerates the illiberal character of social democratic regimes.
Whatever the salutary warning of Hayek about the il-
liberalities of planned economies, Labour England was not
far along on a "road to serfdom." It takes a peculiar kind of
Tory imagination to see a despot in Clement Attlee and James
Callaghan while minimizing the threat that Hitler posed to
liberal and Judeo-Christian civilization.

Maurice Cowling is right that one of the Second World
War's unintended consequences (from Churchill's if not
Stalin's point of view) was the Communization of half of
Europe. Churchill was aware of the tragic character of the
conclusion of the war, as the title of his final war memoir,
Triumph and Tragedy, attests. He recognized the un-
paralleled threat Communism and Soviet power posed to
political liberties and simple human decency. He did his
reasonable best after 1944 to limit the expansion of Soviet
power. He sent British Marines to Greece in December 1944
to prevent the seizure of power by Communist partisans.
Athens, a citadel of western civilization, remained a free
city. He encouraged the American authorities to liberate as
many of the great cities of Eastern and Central Europe as
possible, so that the liberation of Europe would be a genuine
liberation.

But Churchill failed to convince Roosevelt, Truman and
Eisenhower of the need to establish a balance of power in
East-Central Europe that would minimize the threat the
Soviet Union posed to the democracies and limit the scope of
postwar Sovietization. Churchill, like Stalin, understood
what the Americans did not: that with the victorious armies
went their attendant regimes. He made his share of mistakes,
including an unnecessarily obsequious deference to
Roosevelt at Yalta when a firm anti-Stalin stance was im-
perative. If the wartime alliance with the USSR necessitated
a strengthening of Soviet power, it did not imply Soviet
domination of Central Europe. American realism, abstract-
ing from the ideological character of the Soviet regime
(much as Dr. Cowling abstracts from the ideological
character of the Nazi regime) and a sentimental idealism
towards the Soviets (which Churchill sometimes succumbed
to) weakened the democracies' capacity to deal intelligently
with the emerging Soviet threat. Regardless, and as John
Lukacs has noted, despite all these lamentable mistakes, a
Europe half dominated by a totalitarian state is preferable to a
Europe exclusively dominated by one.

I do not want to dwell on the implied anti-Americanism of
Cowling's remark that a Europe dominated by Nazi Ger-
many (in the absence of war) posed less of a threat to
Britain's interests than a Europe dominated by the Soviet
Union and America. I believe he cannot see sufficiently what
Churchill saw abundantly, namely the liberal and "Euro-
pean" character of America. Even de Gaulle, for all his
seeming anti-Americanism, recognized that America was a
child of Europe and a guardian, during a long civilizational
emergency, of Europe's civilization and liberties. But Dr.
Cowling is a curious kind of "conservative." He has spent
the better part of two decades debunking the hero and
statesman of the contemporary Anglo-Saxon, nay, the
democratic world. As de Tocqueville argues in Democracy
in America, that task is usually reserved for radically
"democratic" or egalitarian historians, who cannot believe
in the possibility and efficacy of individual action or ex-
cellence. •
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Eighty Days that Shook the World,
D O O K S ; — and Produced a Rather Small Mouse

THE DUEL
10 May-31 July 1940: The Eighty-Day Struggle Between
Churchill and Hitler. By John Lukacs. Ticknor & Fields. 258
pp. $19.95. ICS price $16

By Caspar W. Weinberger

This is a rather irritating short book, based on the not
altogether novel idea that the first 2xh months of World War
II's active phase was a personal duel between Churchill and
Hitler. However, from that premise, the author, who has
taught at a small Pennsylvania college for many years, posits
the idea that the whole war was decided during those 80
days, and that it depended on a "duel of the minds" between
the two leaders of Great Britain and Germany.

Before we get into the recounting of the familiar details of
the Battle for France, Dunkirk and the Royal Air Force's
defense of Britain, there is a disquisition involving theories
of history; thoughts about the mental characters of Hitler and
Churchill (both were "powerful thinkers"); and conclusions
about "Three enormous historical movements" —
"Democracy, Communism, and National Socialism or
Fascism."

In short, there is much belabored and pretentious strug-
gling to produce a rather small mouse: the concept that Chur-
chill and Hitler stood for very different principles and con-
cepts, and that Churchill's determination to stand and fight
rather than allow a dreary drift in Britain and a weakness of
policy based on the idea mat war must be avoided at all costs
made all the difference between victory and defeat at a most
crucial time.

There is another factor that makes the book irritating, and
that is the constant intrusion of the author into his history: "I
am writing this because on that night of the tenth of May in
the 1940th year of our Lord, Churchill stood for more than
England." One of the sillier passages tells us that the author
has a "weakness for cognomology — that is the mysterious
way in which a person's name becomes a representation of
his character." This is followed by many thoughts about how
Hitler's name was "hard-hitting . . . cold . . . had a cutting
and chilly sound," but Churchill's name had a "fluted cylin-
drical second syllable giving clear form to the roundness of
the first." There is much more — too much more along this
line, including the author's thoughts when he went to Chur-
chill's funeral.

There is also a rather studied attempt to present Hitler
fairly. We learn that both "Churchill and Hitler were
idealists, but in different ways." This leads us into an
amateurish attempt to psychoanalyze both men, leading to
the conclusion that "Hitler was a nationalist and Churchill a
patriot." "Hitler was a man of ideas, and Churchill, a man
of principles."

Caspar Weinberger served as US secretary of defense from 1981 to
1987. An honorary member oflCS/USA, he is currently publisher of
Forbes magazine and counsel to the law firm of Rogers and Wells.
He was the speaker at the ICS 1985 Conference in Boston.

The author appears again when recounting his theory that
in 1940 Hitler did not care how much or how little of France
would be occupied; his main interest apparently was that the
Petain government should never become independent enough
to compromise its subservience to Germany. "I am writing
this because for England too that was the crux of the
matter."

The real problem with all this (and there is much less
substance than meets the eye) is that the exciting narrative is
constantly interrupted, and occasionally completely stopped,
while the author tells us what he is thinking and why he
writes what he has written. There are continued attempts to
probe the inner thoughts of his two protagonists and what the
author thinks they are thinking and why.

Obviously a great deal of work has gone into this little
book, and most of the usual and extensive secondary sources
have been consulted. The real problem seems to be that, in
his constant effort to develop a new theory or a new format
for telling the story of the first 80 days of the active phase of
World War II, the author has forced many of the known facts
into odd-shaped molds to support his somewhat convoluted
thesis. Sometimes this leads him to odd conclusions, such as
that Hitler really let the British escape from Dunkirk, and
that Churchill and Roosevelt realized that their combined
power was not going to be enough to defeat Germany and
that they needed the Russians.

"The Duel" ends after Hitler concudes that he cannot suc-
cessfully invade England in 1940. It almost seems as if this
were a book by an author who wanted to write about World
War II, and then tried to devise a format that would allow
him to do so, even though he had no really new material or
ideas. #
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Cigarette and
Trade Cards

A Miniature Gallery
of the Churchill Era

BY DR. CYRIL MAZANSKY

WinstaKTSBfcWs
Escape from Pretoria.

WINSTON CHURCHILL'S fame, feats and features
have all been voluminously described, documented
and drawn in a wide variety of media. Needless to

say, the printed word predominates over all others, but the
recorded word & photographs by & about the man also
abound. Collectibles in the form of "Churchilliana" and
stamps are other major sources of interest relative to the in-
dividual and the world around him. There is one area,
however, which appears to have been given scant and cer-
tainly no official, catalogued documentation: cigarette and
trade card part sets and individual cards.

My interest in card collecting originated merely as an ad-

junctive reference source for painting military miniature
figures of the Victorian era. It is therefore but a short step to
seek out the wealth of Churchill-related material.

My personally developed classification indicates that
aspects which in one way or the other were associated with
Churchill can be found in most sections. Major events,
military matters, and important personalities were his
lifeblood. One of the major reasons that cigarette and trade
cards form such a rich source of reference material is that the
major period of card production corresponded with WSC's
lifespan. It began in a serious way in the late nineteenth cen-
tury and although trade card production continues today, the
heyday was in the period before 1945. As a more trivial, yet
nevertheless very pertinent level, the tobacco leaf, wrapped
in the form of a cigar, is an integral part of the Churchillian
image.

Cigarette Companies
Smoking originated with the North American Indians and
was introduced by Sir Walter Raleigh to the British
aristocracy. Following the Industrial Revolution, it became
widespread. Cigarette cards originated as stiffeners in the
soft packets, and were subsequently used as an advertising
medium. The final step was to introduce a subject of interest
on the cards, develop them into sets and so stimulate sales
and brand loyalty.

Although it was an American cigarette company that
originally introduced cards to England, W.D. & H.O. Wills
was the first British company to produce cards in England in
1888. John Player & Sons rapidly followed suit. By the end
of the nineteenth century, superbly printed cards were being
issued on many themes. In fact in 1894 the biggest British
firm, Ogden, had introduced its Guinea Gold photographic
series which covered all aspects of life at the turn of the cen-
tury. An attempt by the American James Duke, who had
united all his companies into the American Tobacco Com-
pany, to acquire the major portion of British cigarette pro-
duction, led the English to fight back. Cigarette companies
with names famous to collectors like Wills, Lambert &
Butler, Player, Smith, Hignett, Ringer, Bigg & Adkins,
pooled their resources to form the Imperial Tobacco Com-
pany and fended off this early example of the hostile
takeover.

The Study of Cigarette Cards
The subjects chosen covered almost every conceivable aspect
of life. They were carefully researched with the information
generally being very accurate, (although mistakes obviously
occurred). Illustration of the cards was beautiful. The vast
majority were in color. They took the form of drawings,
caricatures, photographs or photographs of paintings, por-
traits, and other realistic representation of documents, struc-
tures, materials, animal and vegetable life, and minerals. In
fact so detailed and accurate were they, that in the first world
war cards of a military theme were subject to censorship.
Since it was mainly men who smoked, the topics were aimed
at attracting them: natural history, sport, the armed forces,
beauties, transportation, entertainment, and so on. There is
no better evidence for the stature in which cigarette card col-

Cyril Mazansky is a Boston radiologist, a collector of Churchill's
works, and director of the ICS New England Chapter.
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The young Parliamentarian, portrayed by Sweet Crop Smoking Mixture; Marlborough, Gladstone and Victoria, from three separate series.

lections are held than to indicate that major ones have been
accepted by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, The British
Museum and the Bodleian Library at Oxford University.

Between the two world wars over two thousand series were
issued. Today most pre-1940 cards have disappeared, but
since the number printed ran into the billions, enough are still
available to form the basis for a vigorous, fascinating and
very stimulating pastime.

Churchill-Related Cards
Only a few examples can be given to illustrate the range of
Churchill-related material. A number are individual cards
from a set which may not be directly related to Churchillian-
era events. Diligent search is often required to locate the
material. British and Commonwealth cards naturally cover
the overwhelming majority of Churchill themes. However,
without actually studying them I can comfortably assume that
a number of American and European ones contain some
reference material. There are three major categories into
which Churchill-related material can be grouped: Churchill
himself; subjects in which he was directly involved; and per-
sonalities and events of his lifetime.

Winston Churchill Cards
There is only one set which is completely devoted to Sir
Winston: a trade card set published in 1965 by A&BC
(American & British Chewing Gum Limited). It consists of 55
cards, beginning with a photograph with his mother and
brother when Churchill was at school at Ascot. Events and
personalities of his entire life are covered in this set.
Photographs with brief but detailed descriptions on the back
of the cards include his marriage, various governmental posi-
tions, the Second World War (the major group of cards) and
a number devoted to the postwar years. Possibly a major flaw
in the descriptive parts of the set was referral to WSC as ' 'Sir
Winston" throughout the entire set. This is explained,
however, by the set having been published posthumously.

Many sets published at the turn of the century and in the
first decade on a variety of subjects include a photograph of
Churchill. Several used the same picture. Examples in-
clude Cohen & Weenan's "Celebrities" of 1901, Adkin's
1915 "Notabilities," and Ogden's Tab "Leading Generals
of the [Boer] War," describing WSC as a war correspondent
and M.P. There are others from later decades of the century.
In some of these his chronological age at the time of publica-

Stanley Baldwin, from Carreras' series of 50 "Notable MPs"; King George V, Haig and Foch, from Wills' "Allied Army Leaders" set.
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