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THOUGHTS AND ADVENTURES

George Temple, R.I.P.
Founder of ICS/Canada, Blenheim Award winner, tireless worker on behalf
of the Heroic Memory of Sir Winston, George Temple was my friend and
ally for a decade. When ICS was reactivated in 1981 and needed someone
to set up an office in Canada, the late Dal Newfield recommended George
as "absolutely reliable and totally devoted." As ever, Dal was as good as
his word. For eight years, George was there when we needed him. His
devotion was as advertised: he couldn't understand how anybody could
get along without ICS. Sometimes this position cost him a listener, yet he
was exactly right for his job.

George's influence was pervasive, and he was usually right. He noticed
details that escaped everyone else: that ICS should have its own logo (our
"V" symbol, now registered, was the result), that not everybody knew
where "Rl" or "NWT" were, so "Despatch Box" ought to include the
writer's country. In the broader scheme he was indefatigable, negotiating
our relationship with Vancouver Society, securing charitable status in
Canada, organizing the 1984 Toronto conference, attending every Chur-
chill Tour to date, traveling west to the dinners of the Edmonton-Calgary-
Vancouver Societies, and across town to canvass students of the Winston
Churchill School as to who they thought its namesake was.

In this issue, John Plumpton eulogizes the friend we have lost. We con-
sole ourselves knowing how he hated getting old, hated his growing
deafness and loss of memory; yet he battled on. As Churchill said of Cur-
zon, "the morning was golden, the noontide bronze, and the evening lead.
But all were solid, and each was polished till it shone after its fashion."

Lord Randolph: I Was Wrong
Back in issue 67 ("A New Gathering Storm") I had some very tough words
to say about writers who insist that Lord Randolph Churchill died of
syphilis, on the sole grounds of innuendo. Now Martin Gilbert in his one-
volume biography (reviewed this issue) has taken up the subject with his
usual thoroughness. At the London publishing festivities (see UK News
on page 6), Dr. Gilbert mentioned that he was allowed access to the Royal
Archives on this subject. (The King asked Lord Randolph's doctors to keep
him advised in the event his own doctors could help.) Gilbert sent their
reports to a number of physicians, naming no names but asking them to
identify the disease being described. Their answer was always the same:
"This patient is suffering from syphilis."

To quote WSC's son Randolph at the outset of the official biography, "I
am interested only in the truth." Finest Hour thus withdraws its assertions
in this matter on the basis of the first really thorough historical investigation
— by Martin Gilbert. Who else?

Apologies: Issue 70
In the process of minor rejuggling of the cover and masthead, we left the
wrong instructions and deleted the Churchill Society of Vancouver, which
provides automatic ICS membership to its members. Sorry!

Apologies to Sir Robin Renwick
Also in issue 70 (p27) we announced that Sir Robin is to be the new British
Ambassador to the United States, but ran a photograph of Michael Gather-
cole, who is actually British Consul in Cleveland. Sorry!!

Apologies to DAN Mahoney
The article about "Going to War" {FH 70, p12) was incorrectly bylined
"Tom Mahoney" The author's name is DAN Mahoney, who is furthermore
Professor of Politics (not History) at Assumption College. That we also
called Harry V. Jaffa "Harry W. Jaffa" on the contents page (but not,
thankfully, his article) is less awful but also requires apology.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH, EDTTOR
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DESPA TCH BOX
Gilbert on WSC's Schooldays

The following is excerpted with
permission from a letter by Martin
Gilbert to the Daily Telegraph (9
April), responding to a reader who
criticised his new one-volume
biography for an account of Chur-
chill's school career substantially
different from Churchill's own.

Many are puzzled that the young
man who emerges from my book is
not the dunce that he himself por-
trayed in My Early Life, published
more than 35 years after he left
school.

Churchill's book was a humor-
ous whimsical potboiler, written at
a gallop, and with all the sparkle,
fun and mischief of an auto-
biography. It was not (and would
not have gained anything from be-
ing] based upon the actual records
now available to me of Churchill's
schooldays: his reports, his letters
home, his masters' letters.

In later life it amused Churchill
to tease the old, and to encourage
the young, by exaggerating his lack
of success at exams. It is certainly
not to accuse him of lying for his
biographer to point out the reality,
which is neither black nor white.
Even at St. James's School, Ascot
(1882-84), where he was flogged
and deeply unhappy, school reports
reveal that his history and geog-
raphy were sometimes "exceed-
ingly good."

At Brighton (1884-88) his mem-
oirs simply do not tell us that he
learnt Latin and Greek, and was
proud of his success in both. He
played one of the two Greek
language parts in Aristophanes's
play, "The Knights," and came
first in four of the six papers that he
took in the examination at the age
of 13 (English History, Ancient
History, Bible, Algebra). His letters
show his enjoyment of both Virgil
and Herodotus — in the original.

At Harrow (1884-1892) Chur-
chill also did much better than his
memoirs recount. When in 1930 he
wrote, "Latin I could not learn" he
was simply in error. At the time he
did a great deal of Latin as well as
Greek. But many of us, having ex-
perienced Latin, remember only

Auberon Waugh wonders in his column
what would have become of WSC had his
grades really been as bad as he made out.
He'd never have made it "if people thought
he was brainy," says Bron . . .

some sense of having been dunces.
No doubt my own examination
results in the early 1950s, which I
recall as abysmal, may prove my
recollections to be wrong; like
Churchill I spent hours and hours
with Julius Caesar and must have
done something right, though I re-
call only a dismal sense of bewilder-
ment.

Churchill, incidentally, in 1941,
sent Stalin, who had complained
about the poor quality of British
aid to Russia, a five-word telegram
in Latin: "BIS DAT QUI CITO
DAT." I suspect that not all
readers will be able to translate.

MARTIN GILBERT, LONDON

Young Pen Pal Wanted
I would be pleased to hear from

any young person who might like
to correspond with me. I have had a
strong veneration for Sir Winston
Churchill for six years; being only
14 years old, that is a fair portion of
my life.

I can well recall the first time I
felt the awesome power of Sir
Winston's indomitable speeches.
One winter's eve I was watching a
Walt Disney film when a knight
(with an uncanny resemblance to
WSC) began to speak of "fighting
on the beaches." From that day on,
I knew that Sir Winston was no or-
dinary person.

Since then I have undertaken the
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task of alerting my friends to the
greatness of the "Old Man," first
by spreading his magnificent mes-
sages, secondly by bombarding
them with his words, initially in
my homeland (England) and now
in Canada these last two years.

In any school paper I write, or
any of the numerous speeches I
make to the school during assem-
blies, I virtually always include at
least one excerpt from my near in-
finite resource of Churchill quota-
tions. I have even included a Sir
Winston speech when writing the
Governor General of Canada. I
have added to our ranks at least
three "converts" and am working
on others continuously to join
ICS/Canada.

My one question is this: apart
from your apparently breathtaking
and fantastic international con-
ferences, are there any activities
planned for the younger members
of ICS who cannot always afford to
attend the annual meetings?

It has been a relief finally to
discover ICS, since for years I have
wondered whether such a society
existed. May I commend you on
the outstanding job you have done
in producing Finest Hour and wish
you continuing success.

H. RAFAL S. MANKOO
576 DENBURY AVE, OTTAWA
ONTARIO, CANADA K2A 2N9

Thank-you! We have no way of
knowing how many young people
are Friends of the Societies, but we
do see them, and more people now
tell us they became interested in
Sir Winston from his speeches and
writings than from World War II.
Although we do not yet have one in
Ottawa, ICS Chapters host numer-
ous inexpensive local events
throughout the year: For example
the New England Chapter met here
June 8th for an English pub lunch
and included 50 people among
whom eight were under or around

Do bear in mind that while inter-
national conferences may be expen-
sive for the "full whack," students
and young people are always in-
vited to sit in on any speeches or
discussions at no cost. Also at
least one antiquarian bookseller
specializing in Churchill (Chur-
chillbooks, i.e., me) regularly sup-



plies young people with inexpen-
sive editions at no 01 low cost.
Finally, please read the following
letter.

Rafal, Meet Laurent
I would be most thankful if

anyone in ICS could help me locate
an American company where I
could do my training in electronics
and computer science this year
from summer through December.
(As regards English, my TOEFL
score is 613, which is good.)

I am studying in this field as a
student-engineer. Since I passed
my General Certificate of Educa-
tion and every University year suc-
cessfully, I will shortly reach the
level of an M.Sc. Naturally, I shall
have to do a four months' training
period from September to Decem-
ber this year, but very often, young
engineers begin their training
period in July or August to achieve
something substantial.

I would be extremely happy to do
my training in electronics in the
United States. The opportunities
are mor-e interesting, we are used
to working with American equip-
ment, and there are more members
of ICS in the USA than France! It
would be a good way to discover a
new culture, new people, a new at-
mosphere. I have no preference for
place or type of work, since we are
supposed to be "polyvalent."

It would be nice if we could hear
more news from the members who
live in other European countries
such as Denmark, Eire, Greece,
Holland, Sweden and Switzerland.
A European newsletter, even
small, would be interesting. Now,
as usual, we need hands and good
will. I would not mind being the
correspondent for France. Coun-
tries in Europe are not so big, and
we mostly all speak English.

LAURENT S. BENCHEMOUN

38 RUE RACHAIS

69007 LYON, FRANCE

Will any reader interested in
helping a Churchillian engineer
with his training please contact
Laurent direct?

I met Laurent when he attended
the French phase of the 1989 Chur-
chill Tour. From the enthusiasm
and knowledge he displayed re-
garding Sir Winston, he is a kin-

dred soul and I urged Mr. Mankoo
to contact him, and vice-versa.

ICS/UK is the Churchill Society
responsible for activities in Europe,
and they publish a separate news-
letter. Membership on the conti-
nent is scant for the usual reason:
publicity that includes ICS/UK's
address is very hard to come by.

-Ed.

Finest Hour 69
Concerning the usage of the

phrase "Iron Curtain" (p8), more
information can be found on pl31,
n.5 of my book, Churchill's Rhet-
oric and Political Discourse (1987),
including use of the phrase in 1904
and way back in the days of the
Talmud.

I disagree with your footnoted
statement on pl5 contesting the
idea that Churchill read mainly
British authors. The point at issue
is, which writers captivated his im-
agination? The writers you cite did
not. The only reference WSC ever
makes to Nietzsche, e.g., is that he
wouldn't have known how to use a
peashooter — not exactly a sign of
any deep understanding of a
seminal modern thinker.

In any case, my impressionistic
conclusion as to WSC's favoring
British over continental writers
has since been corroborated by
Darrell Holley's more scientific
survey, Churchill's Literary Allu-
sions.

MANFRED WEIDHORN

YESHTVA UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK CITY
* * *

Despite the disclaimer in your
editorial (p3) I would like you to
know that your words emphati-
cally did "express the views of"
this member. Simply put, bravo!
One can only wonder what WSC
would have said about stopping the
war before the Hitler of Mesopo-
tamia was turned out. What did
someone recently call it, "Bush's
Elbe on the Euphrates"? What will
the Kurd and Shiite rebels think of
the US after having riled the dic-
tator by foiling his foreign aggres-
sion then leaving them to the
tender mercies of the surviving
Republican Guards? One would
think a mini-SOE effort with
Stinger A-A missiles would be a
minimum strategic and moral
obligation on our part, along with
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keeping Hussein's air force ground-
ed. Too bad, it might have been a
nice peace.

One housekeeping point: Where
might I get a copy of "The Scaf-
folding of Rhetoric" (mentioned by
Thomas Montalbo's cover story)
and wouldn't it be a proper reprint
for Finest Hour?

PATRICK L. MOORE, CHICAGO

Try Professor James Muller, ICS
Alaska Chapter (Directory, p3);
Jim has written a piece on this sub-
ject, and when we publish it we
will apply for permission to reprint
"The Scaffolding of Rhetoric" with
it.

Tell Us About It . . .
Alan Fitch has sent me some

back issues of Finest Hour and I am
most grateful to you and him for
completing my set. Churchill, in
all his actions, means a great deal
to me, and I am delighted to be able
to identify myself still closer with
the great man. I was stationed in
London during much of the war,
and it was my good fortune to have
seen WSC a couple of times, each
time at a memorable moment.
[Coming up in FH. — ED]

JAMES H. HEINEMAN, NEW YORK CITY

British Aid Packet
I enclose 127 slides and 49 larger

transparencies showing a fairly
good representation of souvenirs
and commemoratives of Sir
Winston. You are most welcome to
keep this material and use it
however you wish in Finest Hour.
Every item is described. I think
much will be of interest to Friends
of the Churchill Societies.

RONALD SMITH, ENFIELD, MDLSX. UK

Mr. Smith is author of Images of
Greatness, a survey of souvenirs
plus public and private tributes to
WSC in all forms from pub signs to
monuments. The ICS New Book
Service continues to offer his work
at a substantial discount. We are
most grateful to him for this
material.

Doolittle on Churchill
In my chequered past I spent

quite a bit of time on several occa-
sions with the great aviator Jimmy

continued on page 34



INTERN A TIONAL DA TELINES
Quote of the Season

"We had the power and the
chance to impose and enforce — I
must use that word — a partition
settlement in Palestine by which
the Jews would have secured the
National Home, (taking) into
account the legitimate rights of the
Arabs . . . which would have given
peace and unity throughout the
whole vast scene of the Middle
East. As to whether so large a
policy could have been carried into
being I cannot be sure, but a settle-
ment of the Palestine question on
the basis of partition would cer-
tainly have been attempted. But all
this opportunity was lost."

—HOUSE OF COMMONS,
10DEC48

Thanks Again, Wendy
CAP MARTIN, FRANCE MAY 28TH — W e n d y
Reves, who banked the funds sup-
porting the first of ten new Com-
panion Volumes to the official biog-
raphy (see below) with ICS some
years ago, has very generously
donated the interest earnings,
some £4000, to the Society. Once
again we are in debt to a great lady
who has done much to help pre-
serve the memory of Sir Winston
through ICS and the Churchill
Memorial. We haven't yet dis-
cussed the use of these funds, but
we have in mind a booklet project
relating to literary subjects, in
honor of the late Emery Reves, who
handled WSC's books outside Bri-
tain after the war, and Wendy.

— RML

ICS/UK News
LONDON, MARCH 18TH — ICS United
Kingdom hosted a reception in
honour of Martin Gilbert upon
publication of his new one-volume
biography, Churchill: A Life. Led
by Lady Soames, over 60 Friends of
the Society and their guests attend-
ed; Winston S. Churchill, MP was
in the Persian Gulf. Professor
Gilbert spoke about his nearly 30
years as a biographer of Churchill
and 23 years as official biographer.
He also signed 72 copies for ICS
members. At this writing a few are
left; for details contact David Mer-

ICS UK

ritt, hon. sec. [Directory, page 3).
The American edition will be
published in the autumn by Henry
Holt & Co., and will be offered to
Friends of ICS in North America by
the New Book Service.

At the London event, Dr. Gilbert
informed ICS Officers that the
manuscript for Companion Vol-
ume VI, part 1 — the first of ten
final document volumes under-
written by ICS and Wendy Reves —
would be delivered to the London
publisher, Heinemann, on 26 June.
Subsequent volumes will be com-
pleted at six-month intervals.
Seven will cover the war years," one
each the postwar Opposition
period, the second Premiership,
and the last decade.

* * *
ANGLESEY, WALES, MAY - David Boler
of Seal, Kent, represented the UK
Society in an address to the Chur-
chill Society of Anglesey, the
scenic and rocky island off the
North Welsh coast. David ac-
quainted their members with the
work of ICS and delivered some of
WSC's quotes on Wales, includ-
ing some involving his longtime
political colleague, David Lloyd
George. "Lloyd" is a familiar
enough name to Boler, an execu-
tive with Lloyd's of London. He is
also a member of the ICS/UK
Committee and author of the fine
article about Churchill and Lloyd's
in Finest Hour 67.

"My first public speaking en-
gagement did not prove to be the
ordeal I feared," David writes.
"Diane and I made a weekend of it;
the North Wales countryside is
stunning. I couldn't help but think
on my way home to Kent that a
fabulous weekend was made possi-
ble by the formation of a certain
"Winston S. Churchill Study
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Unit" in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania
in 1968 . . . "

* * *
STOP PRESS: ICS/UK has now set its
second annual House of Commons
dinner for Friday, September
13th. The main guest will be hon-
orary member Winston S. Chur-
chill, MP, who is also a Trustee of
the UK Society. Dress is black tie.
For tickets and information please
contact hon. sec. David Merritt
(Directory, page 3).

ICS/UK Plans 1992 Conference
COPTHORNE, w. SUSSEX - Pauline and
David Merritt, heading the Com-
mittee planning the 1992 Interna-
tional Conference, have selected
The Copthorne Effingham Park near
Gatwick, and named the weekend
of June 13/14th as the Conference
date. The traditional two black tie
dinners with distinguished
speakers will be held, although for
one of these we may repair to the
House of Commons. This is also
the weekend of the Queen's Birth-
day, and arrangements will be
sought by which ICS members may
attend the Trooping of the Colour
in comfort.

The Copthorne Effingham Park
is built around a stately home
whose original drawing room has
become the elegant Wellingtonia
restaurant. A complete resort and
conference centre, it features 122
rooms and 15 conference/banquet-
ing rooms, along with extensive
sports and leisure amenities
including a nine-hole golf course
Its pastoral location, in 40 acres of
Sussex parkland, could hardly be
more convenient and allows easy
access to Gatwick or London.

Churchill Tour VI
The Sixth International Chur-

chill Tour will commence early the



week of June 8th and will end
around June 19th, comprising
about eleven days. As usual, we
will "cluster" events around only
three hotels, with the Copthorne
occupying the weekend. Other
hotels will be the charming Old
Bell at Hurley, southwest of Lon-
don on a lovely bend of the River
Thames, and (if we can get it)
moat-equipped Leeds Castle in
Kent. The Bell is ideally situated
for visits to Blenheim, Bladon and
the Hampshire countryside, while
Leeds Castle will put us in a good
position for the east coast. From
here we have in mind a "Cinque
Ports" tour (yes, we know there
are seven) and nouses and other
sites connected with Churchill on
the Channel coast.

All past Churchill Tours to Eng-
land have been heavily patronized.
With North American membership
at record levels we expect this one
to fill up fast. If you wish to receive
earliest booking information, send
a postcard to the Editor, Box 385,
Hopkinton NH 03229.

UK Friends are needed in dozens
of ways to assist. If you would like
to help, or contribute your collec-
tion for display or speak on a topic
of WSC interest, contact David
Merritt, 24 The Dell, E. Grinstead,
W. Sussex RH19 3XP, telephone
(0342) 327754.

ICS/USA Sponsors Polo Cup:
Generous Grant from Pol Roger

Emma Soames to Represent Family
NEW YORK, APRIL 18TH - Through the
kindness of Christian Pol-Roger
and his United States Champagne
distributors, Frederick Wildman
and Sons, ICS United States will
have the honor of presenting the
"Sir Winston Churchill Cup" to
polo team accumulating the most
points in U.S. Polo Association
sponsored or sanctioned tourna-
ments this year. The presentation
will take place at the U.S. Open in
Lexington, Kentucky on 22 Sep-
tember, where directors and
friends of the Society are welcome
to attend. Representing the Chur-
chill family on behalf of ICS is the
Hon. Emma Soames, daughter of
Lady Soames. Emma's memoir of
growing up at Chartwell appears in
this issue.

Churchill's polo career is little

known, but significant. He was
considered crucial to the success of
his 4th Hussars team in India in his
youth, and played the game until
his fifties (one arm always strapped
to prevent it "going out" — he had
dislocated it reaching for a quay-
side ring when arriving at Bombay
in 1895). "Since Sir Winston was
greatly interested in horses, and a
fan of Champagne Pol Roger, we
thought it fitting to associate both
names again with the horse
world," say Wildmans.

The bequest to ICS is equally im-
portant. "In addition to the trophy,
we would like to give the winning
team the honor of having a $10,000
donation made in their name to the
International Churchill Society,"
Wildmans continue. After confer-
ring with our Patron we enthusias-
tically accepted. The bequest will
reoccur annually, and will greatly
assist the work of the Society.

September 22nd is the date to
remember, Lexington, Kentucky
the place. Friends of the Society
who wish to be present should
watch Finest Hour for further
details, or write the editor.

Vancouver Hosts Rhodes James
VANCOUVER, BC, MAY - The Sir
Winston S. Churchill Society of
British Columbia joined its brother
branches in Edmonton and Alberta
by welcoming historian Robert
Rhodes James, MP as their annual
speaker.

The events were interesting for
several reasons: Rhodes James was
editor of the nearly-definitive
Complete Speeches (Bowker: 1974;
not as complete as it ought to have
been) and is a Conservative Mem-
ber of Parliament. What is more in-
teresting is the fact that he ranks
among the moderate revisionists,
having authored a critical work
whose title suggests its focus:
Churchill: A Study in Failure
1900-1939 (London and New York:
1970). This is a responsible criti-
que,- indeed we named it as the
most important critical work in
our Handbook section last issue.

PR Manager Wanted
ICS United States is in need of a
public relations manager to super-
vise the drafting of press releases
and maintain a mailing list of

media people likely to use them in
their reporting. Press release drafts
are generated by the editor, and can
be supplied in "camera ready"
form for duplication. The job
simply requires a little of your time
and maintaining an effective press
mailing list. Actual experience in
public relations would be a bonus,
but is not required. If you can help,
contact the editor at (603) 746-4433.

Condolences
Deepest sympathies are expressed
by the Churchill Societies to Dick
Lebsanft of Margate, Queensland,
Australia, former hon. secretary of
the ICS Australasian Branch on
the loss of his wife,- and to Robert
Pilpel of New York City, USA,
author of Churchill in America
1895-1961 on the loss of his
mother, Harriet. Mrs. Pilpel was a
distinguished attorney and a bril-
liant debater, particularly on the
subject of women's rights. She
often did battle with Wm. F.
Buckley, Jr., who charmingly
memorialized her in his magazine,
National Review.

Lady Soames with President Saundeis, Fulton

Lady Soames at Fulton
FULTON, MO., APRIL UST — Patron of the
Societies Lady Soames delivered
the annual Kemper Lecture in the
Church of St. Margaret, Alderman-
bury, on the campus of West-
minster College here, where her
father delivered the famous
"Sinews of Peace" speech 45 years
before. She also presented the first
copy of the oil painting replica of
the Salisbury portrait of her father
(this issue's cover; see elsewhere
for details) to the Churchill
Memorial and Library.

continued overleaf. . .
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INTERNATIONAL DATELINES

The Hated Hombuig
LONDON, MAY 9TH - The gray hom-
burg WSC wore to the 1943 Casa-
blanca conference with Roosevelt
was auctioned today by Sotheby's,
along with a pair of buckskin
boots presented to Churchill on a
1944 visit to Canada. The items
were sold by the son of a man who
bought them in the late 1950s,
when Lady Churchill donated them
them to a Tory fund-raiser.
Sotheby's were estimating £5000-
8000 for the hat and £1500-2500
for the boots, but we have no infor-
mation as to actual prices paid.

So often such items were not
quite the cherished possessions
wealthy bidders think they were.
"He absolutely hated this hat,"
said Kerry Taylor, a Sotheby's ex-
pert interviewed in the news-
papers. "He used to wear it on for-
mal occasions and important meet-
ings [but] in later years he favoured
softer, less structured hats." Miss
Taylor said she received her infor-
mation from Grace Hamblin, OBE,
hon. member of ICS, former ad-
ministrator of Chartwell, and
secretary of WSC and CSC for over
40 years.

Send for Supermag
LONDON, MAY 3RD — Auberon Waugh,
son of Evelyn and a journalist gad-
fly, has suggested sending Mrs.
Thatcher to New Zealand to
straighten the place out. New
Prime Minister Jim Bolger, out to
balance the budget and roll back
socialism, is trying to restore the
work ethic. Bron says he can't do it
alone: "Like Red Adair in the

oilfields, there is only one person
in world politics for the job. Lady
Thatcher must be flown out to
New Zealand immediately as the
new Governor General to declare a
state of emergency and exercise ab-
solute power over these misguided
islanders for the rest of her days."

Tongue-in-cheek-Waugh says
Britain will be all right in the
meantime. "We may be saved by a
visitor from outer space in the per-
son of Prime Minister John Major,
who carries a battery of triple- and
quadruple-headed viruses in his
phantom moustache. But we must
move very carefully." We like all
this and it reminds us of similar
jollies by WSC, though we suspect
that as usual, the lady's not for
turning.

Olivia Dean Isabel Witter
SAN FRANCISCO, JANUARY 2ND — JaC-
queline and Malcolm Witter of
ICS' California Chapter proudly an-
nounce the birth of their daughter
at seven pounds, two ounces. More
will be heard from this young ICS
member in due course; in fact,
more is being-heard at the mo-
ment.

WSC Paintings on Place Mats
NEW YORK, FEBRUARY MTH — Lady Clare
Ltd., producers of quality place
mats, coasters and trays, has repro-
duced six of Sir Winston's paint-
ings which are available on all
their products with the exception
of paperweights and pictures. Ac-
cording to Giles Feilding, London
sales director, "We were very
honoured to be asked by Mr. and
Mrs. Winston Churchill asked if
we would be interested in repro-
ducing some of Sir Winston's fine
paintings." The project has the ap-
proval of Churchill Heritage,
holders of the copyright, and the
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National Trust on behalf of Chart-
well, which has the originals.

The series, which is represen-
tative of his fascination with land-
scapes and the play of light and
shadow, consists of "Pergola at
Trent Park," "Walled Garden at
Capponcina" and "View of Car-
casonne" (1930); "Coast Scene
near Cap d'Ail" (1935); and "St.
Jean Cap Ferrat" and "River
Meuse with the Artist" (1946-47).
"St. Jean" is the best known while
"River Meuse" is one of only a
handful which include a self-
portrait.

Lady Clare offers coasters, table
mats, small serving mats and large
place mats, trays, letter racks, um-
brella stands and waste paper bins;
the price list we have quotes four
coasters at $10.49 and place mats
at $36.75, but we are not clear
whether the Churchills come six to
a box and include all six paintings.
Readers should contact Lady Clare
for prices and a brochure. In North
America, write them at Gallery
726, 225 Fifth Avenue, NY 10010,
telephone (212) 213-3737. In UK
write them at Leicester Road, Lut-
terworth , Leics. LE17 4HF
telephone (0455) 552101. '

Sir John Martin, 1904-1991
The Churchill Societies are sad-
dened to announce the death in
April of honorary member Sir John
Martin, KCMG, CB, CVO, who
served as Churchill's principal
private secretary at Number Ten
from 1941 to 1945.

Hired in haste to help relieve
WSC's exhausted team of private
secretaries, Martin quickly found
favour because he was intelligent,
conscientious and wrote admirable



English. (In his memoirs WSC
referred to Martin's "ascetic, clear-
cut face.")

Churchill recorded how occa-
sionally Martin found himself a
welcome messenger. On 15 Sep-
tember 1940 the news, WSC wrote,
was "repellent: This had gone
wrong here; that had been delayed
there . . . there had been bad sink-
ings in the Atlantic. 'However/
said Martin, 'all is redeemed by the
air. We have shot down 183 for a
loss of under 40.' " Later it was
found that German losses were
only 56, but this did not deprive
Martin of his moment of glory. In
1941 he succeeded Sir Eric Seal
(WSC: "The Seal has left his ice
floe.") as PPS. He accompanied
Churchill on all his important
travels and was at every summit
from Argentia (August 1941) to
Yalta (February 1945). Sir John's
natural modesty prevented him
from ever writing a book about his
experiences, though he did con-
tribute to Action This Day (1968),
written by several former Chur-
chill associates to refute the whin-
ings of Lord Moran's Churchill:
Struggle for Survival (1966).

The son of a Church of Scotland
minister, John Miller Martin was
educated at Edinburgh and won a
scholarship to Corpus Christi Col-
lege, Oxford. He was posted later
to the Dominions Office and later
seconded to the Malayan Civil Ser-
vice. As secretary of the Palestine
Royal Commission in 1936, he pro-
duced a report recommending par-
tition to solve the unending strife
between Arabs and Jews — plus qa
change, plus c'est la mime chose.

Martin left Number Ten before
the Potsdam Conference and re-
turned to the Colonial Office. In
1956 he was appointed Deputy
Under-Secretary of State. Had polio
not struck he would have ascended
still further. From 1965 to 1967 he
was British High Commissioner in
Malta. He was appointed a Com-
mander of the Victorian Order in
1943, a Companion of the Bath in
1945, and a Knight Commander of
the Order of St. Michael and St.
George in 1952. He was elected an
honorary Fellow of his old college
in 1980 and became an honorary
member of ICS in 1984.

Erudite, notably well-read, with
all the wit of a first class classical

scholar, John Martin was never'
anything but an agreeable and en-
tertaining companion, cautious
but not dour, shrewd but not cen-
sorious. He was typical of the
loyal, devoted men and women of
Churchill's private office, whose
testimony will forever refute the
revisionist ramblings of latterday
chroniclers.

THE "DAILY TELEGRAPH" & RML

Viscount De t'Isle, 1910-1991
LONDON, APRIL 7TH — The Viscount
De L'Isle, who won the Victoria
Cross for bravery in battle, showed
even greater courage in champion-
ing unpopular causes. This applied
as much to Saddam Hussein as it
did to German officers after the
1935-45 war, when he argued
against bringing them to trial. This
position he maintained: According
to his son, the Hon. Philip Sidney,
who succeeds to the title, "My
father was one of the peers who
recently voted against the Nazi war
crimes bill in the Lords." During
the Gulf War he sought to take
legal action over two television
programmes on the war which he
claimed were one-sided.

William Philip Sidney won the
VC at Anzio in 1944 where, as a
major in the Grenadier Guards, he
confronted the Germans at point-
blank range with his tommy-gun
and drove them out after they had
penetrated his post. The position
was vital to a beachhead against a
determined German counter-
attack that threatened to push the
Allies back to the sea. The Ger-
mans counter-attacked again and a
grenade hit Sidney in the face.

Singlehanded and badly wounded,
he held off his attackers until rein-
forcements arrived. He then left to
have his wounds dressed, but then
the Germans launched another
assault. Sidney rushed back to his
post and continued to fight for
another hour until the position was
secured.

Created a Viscount in 1956, he
obtained much pleasure looking
after the garden of his ancestral
home, Penshurst Place, near Ton-
bridge, Kent and not far from
Chartwell. He was chairman of
Phoenix Assurance and the Chur-
chill Memorial Trust.

Educated at Eton and Magdalene
College, Cambridge, he rose to
become the senior Knight of the
Garter, Conservative MP for Chel-
sea, Secretary of State for Air and
the last Englishman to be Governor-
General of Australia (during the
premiership of Robert Menzies).
He was only the second man in
history (after Lord Roberts) to place
the letters KG in second place after
his name: for the Victoria Cross
takes precedence over the oldest
Order of Chivalry in Europe.

— AMTTROY

"World Crisis" & Bourke Cockran
INDIANAPOLIS, IND., APRIL — Latvian
author Algis Valiunas has written
the best appreciation of Churchill's
monumental World War I memoir,
The World Crisis, we have ever
read. "To read The World Crisis is
to begin to understand how the
crisis in political thought that the
war brought on ought to have been
resolved; to see a compassionate
and sorrowing soul regard without
flinching the greatest catastrophe
of human devising; to study a com-
posed and resolute intelligence as
it resists the nihilistic desperation
and Utopian fantasy that the car-
nage has begotten; to hear a ma-
jestic voice, ringing with admira-
tion, piercing in anger, hushed
with grief and pity, speak those
words which alone preserve dead
and survivors alike from the ashen
wastes of the meaningless and
unspeakable." Finest Hour does
not ordinarily reprint recent ar-
ticles, but this one is so singular
that we have applied for permis-
sion to do so; readers who wish a

continued overleaf.
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copy now should send a large
stamped self-addressed envelope to
the editor (no stamps required for
readers outside USA).

* * *
COOPERSTOWN, NY, USA, APRIL 1990 - We
are tardy in advising that the New
York State Historical Society pub-
lished a notable piece by James H.
Andrews of ICS/USA about Bourke
Cockran, who befriended young
Churchill during his youthful
visits to New York and whom
Churchill always credited with
having the greatest influence over
his oratorical style ("Winston
Churchill's Tammany Hall Men-
tor/' Vol 71, No. 2, April 1990).
This is a significant and needed ar-
ticle about Churchill's earliest im-
portant American connection.
Readers may obtain copies by send-
ing $5.25 (US) to NUSHA, PO
Box 800, Cooperstown NY 13326
USA.

We Hear You, Alexander
WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 3RD — M a r x i s t
columnist Alexander Cockburn
wrote today that "Iraq learned
poison gas from Churchill." Dig-
ging into the official biography,
Cockburn discovered that Chur-
chill authorized the use of chemi-
cal weapons in Iraq (Mesopotamia)
in 1920, when the British Army
was attempting to restore order.
"Churchill, desperate to revive his
own unstable political fortunes,
was eager to secure British domina-
tion of the Iraqi oil fields." Etc.,
etc., etc.

We don't expect evenhandedness
from Alexander Cockburn, so let it
be said for the record: (1) Churchill
was talking about mustard gas,
which was, as he called it (and Gulf
military commanders also call it),
more an "inconvenience" than a
serious weapon of mass destruc-
tion. This was certainly not the
chemical weapon the Gulf com-
manders were worried about. (2)
Two years later yes, four years
earlier yes — but Churchi l l ' s
political fortunes did not need
reviving in 1920. (3) The Anglo-
Persian Oil Company and British
arrangementswithKuwait (Indepen-
dent since c. 1790) were the main
source of Britain's oil in those
days, and demand for it wasn't ex-
actly running rampant. To insist
otherwise is simply to judge the

economic realities of 1920 by those
of today.

Four months and a war having
transpired since Cockburn's gaffes,
it is perhaps a little unfair of us to
quote him now — but fairness was
never one of Alex's characteristics,
so: On February 3rd he wrote that
we had "firmed Saddam's standing
and united the peoples of North
Africa, the Arab world, the Indian
subcontinent, Malaysia and Indo-
nesia in admiration of Saddam
[and] debased any claims that the
United Nations might ever have
had to be a supranational body."
This, he said, followed "exactly
the plans of Churchill for Iraq in
the waning moments of British im-
perialism."

To paraphrase Churchill, ' 'I have
never made as bad a misstatement
as that ." -RML

New England Chapter
HOPKINTON, NH, USA JUNE 8TH — F a s t
reviving under the direction of
Cyril and Harriet Mazansky, the
New England Chapter held its first
pub lunch since 1987 at the co-
lonial home of Barbara and Richard
Langworth. Over 50 people attend-
ed, including International Coun-
cil chairman Celwyn Ball and wife
Pat from Moncton, New Bruns-

wick; and ICS/USA Vice-President
Merry Alberigi and husband Glen
from Novato, California. They
sampled a variety of English ales
(and new American ales that mea-
sure up to the standard), manufac-
tured ploughman's lunches from
crusty bread, English cheeses,
pickled onions on the banks of the
adjacent Contoocook River, re-
named "The River Chart" for the
day. David Druckman's video of
the 1989 International Churchill
Tour to France and England was
shown and a book collecting
seminar was held on the works of
Churchill. Richard explained how
to identify first editions and
distinguish volumes of The Second
World War as to first, trade and
book club editions.

The next New England event will
be a black tie dinner in honor of Sir
Winston's 117th birthday, at the
Boston Harbor Hotel in Boston on
Saturday 16 November. Our speaker
will be Martin Gilbert, who will
repeat his engagement last March
with ICS/UK in London by dis-
cussing his latest book, Churchill:
A Life (New York:-Henry Holt) and
Churchills activities 50 years ago.
For information contact Dr. Cyril
Mazansky, 50 Dolphin Rd, Newton
Centre MA 02159. •

New England
Chapter pub
lunch was hosted
by Barbara and
Richard Lang-
worth at Putney
House (1775) in
Hopkinton, NH
(above left). Cyril
Mazansky, that
cigarette card-
collecting radiol-
ogist, spoke on
future events
(above). Winston
Roulier (below)
displayed German
propaganda.
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COVER STORY

The Salisbury
Painting Replica

BY NORMAN SHAIFER

NEARLY two years ago, The
British National Trust Col-

lection found they were selling out
of the limited edition Churchill
writing desk replicas [Finest Houi
68, page 8; at this writing one or
two remain). Consideration was
given to another Churchill-related
product, and since many people
had expressed interest in the strik-
ing Frank Salisbury portrait
(which, like the desk, is in the
Chartwell library), permission was
sought from the National Trust,
Chartwell's owner, to allow oil
replicas. Permission was granted
after consultation with Lady
Soames, who graciously approved
the project.

Special attention had to be paid
to copyrights in the portrait. The
original oil was commissioned by
the Devonshire Club of London
and given to Churchill as a gift.
The BNTC contacted the Devon-
shire Club to determine what their
records revealed. After 1942, the
Devonshire Club merged into the
East India Club, whose records
were also reviewed.

According to English law prevail-
ing in 1942, a painting copyright is
usually owned by the person(s)
commissioning it. However, this
copyright could be conveyed to
another owner through a written
document. Having given the paint-
ing to Churchill, the Devonshire
Club sought his permission to have
another painting made for display
in the club. Correspondence with
WSC shows that this permission
was granted, while the painting
given Churchill remained his prop-
erty until his death. It was then
acquired by the Inland Revenue in
lieu of death duty. Sometime
thereafter, it became the property
of the National Trust.

After this complicated history
was determined, the creation of a
limited number of hand-painted

replicas was undertaken. The first
copy, displayed at the ICS Lee
Remick dinner in Long Beach on
May 4th, testifies to the glorious
quality of this dynamic portrait. In
addition to the National Trust, the
Winston Churchill Scholarship
Trust will benefit from the sale of
each painting. Fuitheimoie, ICS
will benefit fiom the sale of any
paintings to those who oidei
through this article.

Each Salisbury portrait will be
scrupulously captured on canvas
by a world-class artisan who will
match the original, brush stroke
for brush stroke. The color, in rich,
deep oils, is perfectly faithful. The
detail is striking. The canvas will
be stretched and installed in a
frame carefully reproduced from
the original to show the painting to
its best advantage. Dimensions are
24x30" unframed and 32x38"
framed.

Two Styles Available
The Salisbury portrait is being

prepared in two formats. The first

is described above, and will cost
$1575 framed or $975 unframed.
(The editor, who has seen the first
copy, recommends the frame,
which is a brilliant replica.)
Embedded into each replica is the
word "COPY," which can only be
seen in the right light at a certain
angle; however, it underlines the
integrity of the reproduction.]

Still in the planning stages is a
less expensive 24x30" portrait
reproduced from a color
photograph of the original by a
special process. This painting
photo has been mounted on canvas
and placed in the replica frame.
There may also be a scaled-down
version of this photograph-painting
measuring 20x24".

How to Order
Friends of the Society in the

United States, Canada, UK and
Australia may order by paying
either the full price in US dollars
($1575 framed, $975 unframed) or
a $300 deposit, by cheque or credit

continued overleaf. . .

Exclusively from the BRITISH NATIONAL TRUST COLLECTION™

THIS POWERFUL PORTRAIT OF
SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL

CAN BE YOURS.
Quite right...an

exquisitely hand-
pamted replica of the
prized portrait that
continues to hang in
the Churchill Library at
Chartwell can now
inspire you in your
own home.

The firm resolve and
indomitable will of
this great man has been
faithfully captured in
uncompromising detail.
His remarkable courage,
his clarity of vision,
and his fierce spirit can
most assuredly be
sensed. It is a bold,
visually-inspiring
statement that gives the
owner a continuous

C A L L O R W R I T E

British National Trust Collection
77 B Main Street, Tappan, NY 10983
D YES! Please send me your FREE literature

with full details and a color print of the
authorized Chartwell Library portrait of
Sir Winston Churchill.
Or Call Toll Free (800) 631-1362.

sense of history and
heritage. Certainly it is
a handsome addition
to any home or office.
D Beautifully Recreated

Handpainted Oil
on Canvas

• Original Frame Has
Been Carefully
Re-created

• Each Portrait Individ-
ually Commissioned
and Duly Certified

• Available Exclusively
from the British
National Trust Col-
lection™ by special
permission of the
Churchill Family

• Thirty Day Return
Privilege

F R E E D E T A I L S

Address .

City

State

Telephone # _
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card. For those outside USA, your
Visa or Mastercard is most conve-
nient. If you choose the deposit
method, you may pay the balance
over your choice of six or 12
months after delivery.

Orders should be sent to The
British National Trust Collection,
Dept ICS, 77 Main Street, Tappan,
NY 10983. If you have any ques-
tions or wish information on the
less expensive versions, please con-
tact Mr. Norman Shaifer at the
above address, or telephone (toll-
free in USA) to (800) 631-1362. Mr.
Shaifer is a Friend of the Society
who has attended several of its
functions, and was responsible for
making ICS a beneficiary of this
project. Be sure to mention ICS as
this is the only way your Society
will benefit from the sale.

Paintings will be commissioned
in the order received; completion
time may be 90 to 120 days. You
may view the painting in your
home or office for up to 30 days

The original Salisbury continues to hang in the library at Chartwell, where the original
partners desk, also recently replicated by the B.N.T.A., is likewise located.

and, if in any way dissatisfied,
return it in the original packing for
a full refund.

All funds realized from this pro-

ject will be earmarked for ICS
special publications and your name
will be recorded on same as one of
their sponsors. •

I.C.S. U.S. 1991 Conference:
November 2nd-5th

Churchill's Virginia:
Richmond, Williamsburg, Civil War Battlefields

BY RICHARD H. KNIGHT, JR.

The International Churchill Society USA Conference will
be held from Friday, November 1st through Tuesday,
November 5th, in "world-famous" Virginia. All ICS af-
filiates and the worldwide membership are cordially invited.
Invitations are going out shortly to all ICS people in North
America. Any others who wish registration forms should
write the Nashville Chapter (Directory, p.3).

Sir Winston visited Richmond in 1929. His essay, "Old
Battlefields of Virginia," opens with these words: "It takes
only a few hours by train or motor to go from Washington to
Richmond, but we breathe a different air. It is another coun-
try. . . . We have crossed the mysterious boundary which
separates the present from the past . . . We are in the rebel
capital."

During Sir Winston's visit, he toured the great battlefields:
The Seven Days', Cold Harbor, Fredericksburg, Chancellors-
ville, The Wilderness, etc. He was accompanied by Douglas
Southall Freeman, Pulitzer Prize author of R.E. Lee and
Lee's Lieutenants. The American Civil War made a profound
impression on Churchill.

Sir Winston returned to Richmond, in 1946. There, he ad-
dressed the Virginia Legislature only a few days following
the "iron curtain" speech in Fulton. During this visit, he
toured Virginia's restored colonial capital, Williamsburg. (In
1954, the Williamsburg Foundation awarded Sir Winston the
first Williamsburg Bell. No other Bell has yet been presented.)

The first three days of the conference (Friday through Sun-
day) will be held in Richmond at "The Jefferson-Sheraton,"
a National Trust and Mobil four-star Hotel, which was en-
tirely remodeled in 1986. It is a grand (yet small) hotel, ex-
hibiting some of the best features of The Adolphus and The
Stanford Court (which are familiar to veterans of earlier ICS
meetings). The final two days (Monday through Tuesday) of
the conference will be held in Williamsburg at "The
Williamsburg Lodge," which is situated in the heart of the
restored colonial capital of Virginia. Friends of the Society
may attend the segment of their choice or both segments of
the conference.

The theme of the conference is "Churchill's Virginia."
The conference will open late Friday afternoon with a
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STOP PRESS: GILBERT TO SPEAK NOV. 3RD

Honorary member Martin Gilbert will make his first ad-
dress to an International Conference in Richmond on
Sunday 3 November, discussing his new book and, ten-
tatively, Churchill's Virginian visits in 1946.

Superb Lobby of the Jefferson Sheraton, Richmond

cocktail reception at the Virginia Historical Society (the
"Battle Abbey"). Members will be given a private tour.
Saturday will be devoted to Sir Winston's interest in the
American Civil War. In the morning, we will hear from Col-
onel Joseph Mitchell, a professional historian and graduate
of the United States Military Academy, who will critique
Churchill's analysis of the Civil War and describe his own
1929 tour of the Virginia battlefields. Professor Jim Muller
of the University of Alaska will speak on the influence of
General Lee and President Lincoln on the life and thought of
Sir Winston. Those who attended the 1990 conference will
recall that the Lady Soames identified General Lee and Presi-
dent Lincoln as two of the five most influential historical
figures in the life of her father.

Former United States Senator Harry F. Byrd, Jr., of
Virginia will speak to the Society at the Saturday evening
banquet. Senator Byrd's parents, Governor and Mrs. Byrd,
hosted Sir Winston in the Governor's Mansion during the
1929 visit. At the time, Senator Byrd was a young man of 14
or 15, and his recollections of the visit are both vivid and
humorous. Senator Byrd will also recall his visit to Sir
Winston's offices during the second premiership. He will be
introduced by former Virginia Governor Mills Godwin, Jr.
Prior to the banquet Saturday evening, the Virginia Military
Institute glee club is scheduled to perform a medley of World
War I and World War II hits and one or two of Sir Winston's
favorite hymns.

Sunday morning, Ward Chamberlin, an ICS member and
Vice Chairman of Washington, D.C.'s public television
channel, which co-produced the acclaimed PBS series on the
Civil War, will speak on his experience during World War JJ

as an American officer in the British Army. David Mc-
Cullough, a prize-winning author and noted political scien-
tist, will discuss the Truman/Churchill relationship. At the
moment, Mr. McCullough is completing a biography of
President Truman.

Sunday evening's speaker has just now been confirmed as
Martin Gilbert, the official biographer, who will also sign
copies of his brilliant new one-volume biography, Churchill:
A Life, Sunday the 3rd.

The conference moves on to Williamsburg, on Monday.
That evening, members will have the opportunity to enjoy
dinner as a group at one of the nearby restored colonial
taverns. On Tuesday evening, the College of William and
Mary and Mrs. Wendy Reves will host a cocktail reception
for members at the Reves Center for International Studies,
followed by a dinner in the Sir Christopher Wren Building,
one of the architectural wonders of the colonial period. The
Reves Center is named for Emery and Wendy Reves, and
many of our members will recall that Mrs. Reves was one of
our guests in 1987 at the Dallas conference.

Adequate time has been built into the program to allow for
touring. Tours of Richmond have been scheduled. Self-
guided tours in Williamsburg are most appropriate. Several
sites in Richmond are highly recommended. Among them are
the local battlefields (including the Seven Days' campaign
of 1862), the Museum of the Confederacy, the White House
of the Confederacy, the Battle Abbey, the Valentine
Museum, Monument Avenue (with its enormous bronze
statues), and Hollywood Cemetery, final resting place for
18,000 unknown confederates, Generals Fitzhugh Lee,
George Pickett, "Jeb" Stuart, and Presidents John Tyler,
James Monroe, and Jefferson Davis, and many other histori-
cal figures. There is also St. John's Church (where, in 1775,
Patrick Henry delivered his "Give me liberty, or give me
death!" oration).

At my request, my employer, Hospital Corporation of
America, has designated the conference an "HCA con-
ference." This designation permits Friends of the Society to
fly on any of the major airline carriers that presently service
Richmond at rates that have been negotiated by HCA. Accord-
ingly, you are not restricted to one airline. Those unfamiliar
with Richmond will find that it is quite accessible. It is served
primarily by Delta, U.S. Air, and American Airlines. For
those requiring flight reservations, I suggest that they im-
mediately contact Connie Rogers or Gay Sandall at Travel
Unlimited of Nashville (1-800-251-2561, Ext. 2868) to make
their flight reservations. Conference saver fares have been
secured, representing a savings of up to 45% off of coach
fares or 5% off of the lowest applicable fare. Seats are
limited, so I would ask that you act at once. Please have
a credit card available when calling. Tickets will then
be mailed.

I wish to thank those who have supported the initial phase
of this undertaking. Their contributions shall be more
specifically noted at a later date. I wish to urge those who are
in a position to do so to consider sponsoring this conference.
Sponsorships are available at $100 (U.S.) per family, and all
sponsors will be recognized in a suitable fashion in the con-
ference program. In addition, corporate sponsorships are
eagerly solicited. If you are affiliated with or employed by
corporations, please consider a corporate sponsorship in cash
or in kind. For details on sponsorships please contact me.c/o
the Nashville Chapter (p.3). 0
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"A Kind of Gestapo"
Reflections During the Search for a Home
for ICS/USA and a Center for Churchill Studies
BY RICHARD M. LANGWORTH

W HAT we want to accomplish in memory of Sir
Winston is well known: a Center for Churchill

Studies in the United States. What is that, and what will it
do? It is a physical entity which will foster interest in and
understanding of the philosophy, words and deeds of
Winston S. Churchill. It must preserve, and make more
widely available, the evidence about those words and deeds;
it must foster intelligent, honest and high-minded research
and analysis of that evidence; it must publish, cause to be
published, and promote the teaching of, the best of this
research and analysis.

Our specific goals fall into four categories:
1. A home of record and rallying point for ICS United

States, with modest space for an office and meetings.
2. A standard library of Churchill's works, and works

about him — far more comprehensive than any similar
library in the nation today.

3. The fostering of new research involving Churchill, and
international relationships among the English-Speaking
Peoples.

4. The imparting of that research to posterity through
publishing and teaching. Among the specific publications: a.
new Churchill Bibliography and a CD-Rom Concordance of
all Churchill's written and spoken words, allowing instan-
taneous accessing of everything he wrote and said on any
subject — a priceless boon to students and reseachers.

The archives should be largely electronically maintained.
We have already discussed that with experts and determined
how to do it. It is a labor of love, and it must be done by
people who have the historical and technical competence —
and the devotion — to do the work well.

The Center should promote research into key aspects of
Churchill's career, especially as they bear upon enduring
questions of principle and policy. We have many ideas about
how this part of the work could be pushed forward, and a
superb assortment of people within ICS who can contribute
their ideas and skills.

Finally, the Center should promote publications, con-
ferences and teaching that will help to make known what
Churchill did, what he said, and what he was.

We propose to raise the necessary capital ($3-6 million)
permanently to endow the Center; and to fill its library from
private bequests, some of which we have already received,
catalogued and stored.

One can see that this would be a broad range of activity,
but nonetheless coherent and clear. Every part of it is useful.
Every part of it would do good.

What ICS Offers
The International Churchill Society in the United States

consists of 1500 people from all walks of life who are
devoted to the study of Churchill and to preserving his
memory. While we are not sycophants, we believe his record
is overwhelmingly positive. The Society has for over 20

years engaged in projects of research and publication un-
matched in their areas by any other organization or institu-
tion and exceeded in scope only by the work of the official
biographer. We have published books, articles, academic
papers, speeches and oral symposia, checklists and source
guides on such subjects as political science, history,
bibliography, philately and Churchill's personal life.

The Churchill Insitute (formerly the Churchill Foundation)
was founded by ICS/USA honorary member James C.
Humes as a vehicle to accomplish similar goals. The Winston
Churchill Association, founded by Dr. Harry V. Jaffa, sup-
ports the work of scholars such as Martin Gilbert, and
publication of books that emphasize Churchill's contribu-
tions and defend his record from the predations of misguided
revisionists.

ICS is connected through its members with the finest
private Churchill libraries in the world. We have already
received bequests of books and letters, and have the potential
of securing for the Center virtually every major edition writ-
ten by or about or contributed to by Winston Churchill. We
have only to guarantee a safe home for this archive to start
the flow.

University Relations
The specific question we now face is the structure of our

proposal. More specifically, the question arises, should it or
must it be affiliated with a particular university?

The advantages of such an affiliation are plain to see. If the
university is prestigious, the Center will share in that
prestige. Universities tend to last a long time; therefore, the
Center might also last a long time. Moreover, it may be
easier to attract benefactors to the Center if they are giving to
a famous college. And of course universities, at least tradi-
tionally, do the very work that must be done by a Center for
Churchill Studies.

These advantages are clear enough. I want to raise the
disadvantages, which are easier to miss, but nonetheless
grave.

To us there are two, equally important, reasons to study
Churchill. The first is acceptable to everyone: his involve-
ment with 20th century history was crucial, and remains
highly relevant to presentday international affairs. The sec-
ond reason has to do with Churchill's philosophy of
statesmanship — which is, however, far more controversial.
The plain fact is that the vast majority of modern academics
don't like Churchill, and dismiss him from consideration, let
alone study. He held different views than they hold. He
stands for different principles than they. He upheld a regime,
a way of life, that is contrary to all that they (I speak of the
great majority of them) believe.

Churchill was, for example, a defender of the family as it
is traditionally understood. He believed that government
should foster independence of spirit. He believed this re-
quires that people own property, with little hindrance and

Finest Hour 71/14



light taxation, and remain responsible for their own well-
being: that money must be allowed to "fructify in the pockets
of people."

Churchill believed Western Civilization a force for good.
He believed that the traditions of Britain and America and the
English-Speaking Peoples, rightly understood, reflected
truths of unchanging vitality and application — application to
all persons and all times. He thought socialism and
bureaucracy — a far milder version of the latter than is cur-
rently the rule — incompatible with human liberty and even
with the survival of nations. He believed that certain codes of
morality find sanction in a permanent law, not made by
mankind. A violation of this law is, he believed, always
wrong. Virtue, not creativity, was his touchstone.

Now this is not, I am sorry to say, the consensus among
modern liberal arts faculties. We live in an age of cultural
relativism, when much of Churchill's bedrock principles are
derided as arcane or racist. In the 1945 election Churchill got
into trouble talking about a "kind of Gestapo." I am afraid
there is today a "kind of Gestapo" that not only denies the
force and truth of Churchill's philosophy but mitigates
against its even being discussed. Indeed I doubt that we could
find a liberal arts campus today where a speaker would be
welcomed for a speech like Churchill gave at Harvard in
1943, Fulton in 1946 or M.I.T. in 1949 — those clarion calls
that still sound so relevant to us today.

*
You may think I exaggerate. Study, then, the principles of

multi-culturalism. Examine the meaning of critical legal
studies, or deconstructionism. Or read, if you will, a short
book by C.S. Lewis — a Churchill contemporary — called
The Abolition of Man, where these views are exhibited in
their dark significance. Or attend the words of Churchill
himself:

The worst difficulties from which we suffer do
not come from without. They come from within . . .
They come from a peculiar type of brainy people
always found in our country, who, if they add some-
thing to its culture, take much from its strength.

Our difficulties come from the mood of unwar-
rantable self-abasement into which we have been
cast by a powerful section of our own intellectuals.
They come from the acceptance of defeatist doc-
trines by a large proportion of our politicians.
But what have they to offer but a vague interna-
tionalism, a squalid materialism, and the promise
of impossible Utopias?

If we lose faith in ourselves, in our capacity to
guide and govern, if we lose our will to live, then
indeed our story is told. If, while on all sides
foreign nations are every day asserting a more ag-
gressive and militant nationalism by arms and trade,
we remain paralyzed by our own theoretical doc-
trines or plunged into the stupour of after-war
exhaustion, then indeed all that the croakers pre-
dict will come true, and our ruin will be swift and
final.

It is hard to believe that Churchill said those words nearly 60
years ago, broadcasting over the BBC on St. George's Day,
23 April 1933.

The author is serving as president oflCS United States for
the period 1991-1994, and is editor of Finest Hour.

' 'The vast majority of modern

academics don't like Churchill . . .

he held different views than they

hold. He stands for different

principles than they, which are

contrary to all that they believe."

What has all this to do with our Center for Churchill
Studies? Everything. The fact seems inescapable that a very
large proportion of our intellectuals not only disbelieve
Churchill, but refuse even to understand him.

To cite an outstanding example, consider the abridgement
of Marlborough by Henry Steele Commager (Scribners, ICS
A40h, 1968 et seq.) Now H.S. Commager is nothing if not
a Class A historian. Yet he concluded, he tells us, that
because Churchill was primarily a man of war, the most im-
portant parts of Marlborough are the war accounts. So he
removes the portions dealing with Marlborough's statesman-
ship: which anyone who has read the Companion Volumes of
the official biography will know was what Churchill con-
sidered most important! Obviously Dr. Commager did not
begin to understand Churchill. He is hardly alone.

A Churchill Symposium, recently held at a distinguished
American university, convened a number of very highly
thought-of historians, few of whom think highly of Chur-
chill. One of these, who has edited an important work on
Churchill's correspondence, told me what he thought on the
telephone. I could not have asked for a more unstudied opin-
ion had I asked a hermit on a mountaintop.

Another participant has compiled a volume of Churchill's
speeches, interspersed with his own waspish reviews of
them: "ultimately ineffective, implausibly pessimistic and
apocalyptically gloomy . . . the speeches of a man complete-
ly self-absorbed and egotistically uninterested in the opinions
of anyone else . . . Considering that [Churchill] never built
up a regional power base in the country or a personal follow-
ing at Westminster, that he changed his party allegiance
twice, that his judgment was often faulty, that his ad-
ministrative talents were uneven, and that his understanding
of ordinary people was minimal, it is arguable that oratory
was, in fact, his only real instrument."

I am not going to dignify that with the obvious rebuttals.
But I cannot forbear to add that the official biographer of
Churchill (who is unremittingly positive) was not originally
asked to attend this Symposium.

This is what I mean by "a kind of Gestapo" where
Winston Churchill is concerned. They simply do not sym-
pathize with, and in some cases do not even understand, his
views. Each of his positions is cast into profound doubt, or is
repudiated by them with condescension and scorn.

That is the sort of nonsense up with which we must not put.
What these modernday subverters of the truth miss — which
would astound them if they knew — is that Churchill was
himself an intellectual: the greatest, perhaps, to hold public
office this century.
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