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THOUGHTS AND ADVENTURES

In New Hampshire we like waking up to a landscape of swirling white, a sky of
blue cut glass, the town plow scraping the road bare at six in the morning, driveways
obliterated and cars on them looking like deserted igloos. Kids head for their radios,
hoping to hear that school's called off, the electricity flickers, a stiff wind moans
through leafless maples, and squirrels paw through inches of fresh powder looking
for seeds the birds dropped. What we crave is snow, mountains of it, because it sus-
tains a ski-slope economy, more dicey than usual this year; and because we know
what all the rest of the world doesn't: that there's no humidity to a New England
winter, none of the wet slush and bone-chilling damp of states farther south. We also
know we'll have exactly three months of it, because ours is a true four-season
climate, each season changing with the precision of a check valve.

So we snap on cross country skis and skim over the fresh crust wearing little more
than a pullover; we tunnel our way to the tractor, crank it over, and charge snow
heaps as high as a car with the blower set at maximum. When the driveway's
reestablished, we commute fifty feet from a warm Eighteenth Century kitchen to a
chilly office, shake down a coal stove, twist its thermostat to get it glowing, and tell
anybody from out of state that the morning was nothing special.

We have just had our first taste of this routine, bringing an opportunity to hole up,
finish Finest Hour #73, position ourselves to get the first quarter issue #74 out while
it's still the first quarter, and consider the year that has just ended.

Churchillians discovered something in 1991, which Merry Alberigi codified at Mar-
tin Gilbert's appearance in San Francisco: Teaching the Next Generation. With that
theme in hand, she persuaded local corporations to donate funds, $ 1500 each,
which enabled 70 college students and high school seniors not only to hear Sir
Winston Churchill's greatest biographer, but to receive a copy of his book and to
break bread with ICS at a formal dinner in his honor. To a certain extent, this was
repeated at other Gilbert appearances. At our Virginia business meeting, we decided
to make "Teaching the Next Generation" one of our primary goals for the future.

Does Churchill matter? "Students taking college ethics are debating abortion,
euthanasia, capital punishment, DNA research, and the ethics of transplant surgery,
while they learn almost nothing about private decency, honesty, personal respon-
sibility or honor," says Professor Christina Hoff Sommers of Clark University.
"Topics such as hypocrisy, self-deception, cruelty or selfishness rarely come up . . .
the current style of ethics teaching which concentrates so much on social policy is
giving students the wrong ideas about ethics. Social morality is only half of the moral
life, the other half is private morality. I urge that we attend to both." Well, ICS offers
of all things a politician — a profession much despised today because of the actions
of politicians — who considered politics the highest service one could perform for
one's country; who acted, not on the basis of some opinion poll, but upon a con-
sidered moral judgment, high principle, abiding faith in his nation and its institutions.
Churchill said, not what he thought the people wanted to hear, but what he thought
they ought to hear, with all the certainty and conviction of a New Hampshire
snowstorm: a characteristic that is visibly lacking in the majority of politicians.

Professor Sommers goes on to recommend "a course on the philosophy of virtue.
Here Aristotle is the best place to begin." Churchill read Aristotle, and others she sug-
gests — Plato, Augustine, Kant, Mill — and what he learned from them governed his
life's work. It is not that he was right every time on every issue. On the contrary, he
was at times spectacularly wrong. But as William Manchester wrote in Finest Hour
#66, he "always had second and third thoughts, and they usually improved as he
went along. It was part of this pattern of response to any politicial issue that while his
early reactions were often emotional, and even unworthy of him, they were usually
succeeded by reason and generosity."

Cyril Mazansky of ICS New England points out that we have a certain window of
opportunity, perhaps ten years, to cement the unique heritage of Winston Churchill in
the minds and hearts of sufficient young people so that they, in years to come, will
wish "to keep the memory green, and the record accurate." David McCullough
reminded us in Richmond that we, like he, have an obligation to do so. Youth, he
said, suffers from what he calls "societal amnesia." They are, to an increasing ex-
tent, unconscious of history, and the reasons why we are what we are: liberal
democracies, evolved over the centuries through long and painful experience.

As the New England landscape whitens in the winter of 1992, that is the
message I hope you will think about — that, and my own message of gratitude to
Friends of the Churchill Societies worldwide, for their help and encouragement in the
past year, and the support I know they will continue to express in years to come.

RICHARD M. LANGWORTH, EDITOR
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Quote of the Season
"Socialism has become intellec-

tually discredited. It no longer
presents itself as a solution of
human difficulties or as an effec-
tive and practical philosophy . . .
we have seen grizzly examples of
the ruin which it brought to States,
industries, and communities of all
kinds, whether it was applied on
the largest or on the smallest scale
. . . It is intellectually bankrupt
and discredited and has been
proved on a gigantic scale and with
perfect clearness to be fatal to the
welfare of living nations."

WSC, QUEEN'S HALL, LONDON,
12 FEBRUARY 1929

SUBMITTED BY JOHN HICKEY
|SEE "DESPATCH BOX"]

Stolen Sword
CHARTWELL, 30 NOVEMBER — A 1 6 t h
century ceremonial sword pre-
sented to Sir Winston by King Ibn
Saud in 1945 was stolen by thieves
who mingled with visitors touring
the home on its last open day of the
season, Kent police said. The
sword was studded with diamonds,
and it is feared they may be pried
loose, disposed of separately and
the sword itself destroyed. On the
outside chance that collectors
within ICS may be offered this
sword, now or ever, we ask that
anyone with information contact
ICS/UK, David Boler,''Wychden,''
Wildernesse Ave, Seal, Sevenoaks,
Kent TN 15 OEA.

Touring America with the Old M.G.
NEW YORK, RICHMOND, DALLAS, LOS

ANGELES, SAN FRANCISCO, CHICAGO,

BOSTON, 30 OCTOBER—16 NOVEMBER —
Official Biographer Martin Gilbert,
on a USA author's tour following
publication here of his Churchill: A
Life, spoke at seven ICS events to
an aggregate of over 500 people,
including over 125 students spon-
sored by ICS. His largest audience
was 180 in San Francisco, among
which 70 were students. Many
friends of the Society secured in-
scribed copies of his excellent new
one-volume Churchill biography.
Details next issue.
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ICS Chairman Paul H. Robinson, Jr. with Margaret Thatcher, New York, 8 April.

Amb. Robinson Welcomes
Mrs. Thatcher
NEW YORK CITY, APRIL 8TH —
sador Paul H. Robinson, chairman
of the English-Speaking Union of
the USA (since retired, but still
chairman of ICS/USA) presented
the ESU's first Founder's Award to
the Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher at
the New York headquarters of the
ESU. Mrs. Thatcher was welcomed
by 80 ESU members, including
President J. Sinclar Armstrong.

"Through her forthright leader-
ship Prime Minister Thatcher re-
stored Great Britain to her rightful
place in the world," said Am-
bassador Robinson. "She has fur-
ther enhanced the special relation-
ship between the United States and
Great Britain which is responsible
for so many of the rights and
privileges we enjoy today, and
which produced such splendid
results in the Gulf war."

In expressing her thanks, Mrs.
Thatcher discussed the Anglo-
American ideal of liberty and
democracy, under which "the
government is the servant of the
people, doing the people's will."
She contrasted our systems with
others, "that stifle progress by
discouraging private initiative."
Visiting an idle military vehicle

factory in Czechoslovakia, she
once asked why they did not make
small tractors for people to use on
their farms. "Because we have not
been told to do that,'' the managers
replied. "The contrast with a free
society, where production arises
from the needs, the demands of the
people," she added, "is at once ap-
parent."

On the subject of leadership,
Margaret Thatcher also had some
views. Leadership in a democracy,
she said, "does not flow from
reading public opinion polls to find
out what is momentarily popular,
but from studying conditions,
deciding what is right and setting
out to do it." People, she said, will
support such leadership.

She concluded by recalling, on a
visit to the former Soviet Union,
her amazement at the fact that
there was no place for an aggrieved
person to complain: "It doesn't
exist. Yet in America and Britain
citizens can petition the govern-
ment, and the courts are open to
them." She spoke of the priceless
heritage of our language and litera-
ture our sciences and technology,
the friendships that come with the
freedom of communication in a
common language.

J. SINCLAIR ARMSTRONG



ICS Canada
TORONTO, NOVEMBER 30TH — T h e COm-
mittee of ICS Canada met in
Toronto and finalized plans for
publication of ICS Canada's third
50-year calendar, covering 1942-
1992, with Churchill's 1942 ac-
tivities and all Canadian, Ameri-
can, British and Australian holi-
days noted. John Plumpton suc-
ceeded David Currie as chairman;
Leonard Kitz, QC of Halifax, Nova
Scotia, became a director. ICS
Canada has also been in touch with
Ed Bredin of the Churchill Society
of Calgary, and plans are being
discussed for a tentative joint
operation: the International Chur-
chill Conference of 1994 (May),
held in conjunction with Calgary's
hosting of its annual speaker.
Visits to Banff and Lake Louise are
in prospect — altogether, a splen-
did setting. Block out May 1994 for
your calendar now.

Thomas S. Bloodworth, Jr.
NEW ORLEANS, OCTOBER 17TH — A
former member of the diplomatic
corps who played a role in the
"Iron Curtain" speech at Fulton in
1946, died today aged 69. Blood-
worth was in the foreign service
1946-52 and was posted in India
and Israel when both countries
won their freedom. As a consular
official in London in 1946, he took
a call from Churchill's secretary
who needed information about
Westminster College in Fulton,
Missouri, which had offered WSC
an honorary degree and speaking
engagement. Based on Blood-
worth's information, Churchill
came on the line and said he would
accept the degree. His speech,
"The Sinews of Peace," created a
stir by warning of coming problems
with the Soviet Empire. Blood-
worth retired as a copy editor for
the New Orleans Times-Picayune
in 1987. He joined the newspaper
in 1960 and had a reputation for
erudition, accuracy and a fine com-
mand of English.

Churchill's England 1992
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 30TH —
"Churchill's England 1992," the
Sixth International Churchill tour
(details last issue) is sold out with a
long standby list. Still taking ap-
plicants is the Smithsonian tour-

The Commander Naval Surface Force

United Stale* Atlantic Fleet

wishes to Inform you that

Commander Lawrence Michael Kryske. United States Navy

assumed command of

Nai'alStatlon Pavagoula

Faxeatouta, Mississippi

Congratulations to ICS Director Cdr.
Kryske, on his Mississippi Command.

seminar, "Sir Winston Churchill:
His Life and Times," set for 1-14
April 1992. Guest lecturers who
will address the party include Mar-
tin Gilbert and Robert Rhodes
James. Special visits have been ar-
ranged to Chartwell, Blenheim,
Harrow, Sandhurst, the Church of
St. Margaret's, Westminster; there
will be a dinner at the Reform
Club, where Churchill was briefly
a member. The Smithsonian Tour
includes airfare from Newark, ac-
commodations (rooms with bath
part of the time), English break-
fasts daily, seven lunches and eight
dinners over twelve nights, and
costs $4520. The ICS Tour in-
cludes rooms with baths through-
out, English breakfasts, dinners
and most lunches daily over nine
nights but no airfare and costs
around $2250. Will any Friend of
the Society planning on attending
the Smithsonian Tour please get in
touch with the editor so we can ar-
range coverage in Finest Hour.

Past It
LONDON, 30 NOVEMBER 1959 — On
Churchill's 85th birthday, two
Tory Members were watching him
in the House from what they
thought was a safe distance. One
remarked to the other, "They say
the old man's getting a bit past it.' '
Churchill replied, "And they say
the old man's deaf as a post, too."

Welcome Coach Levy
ROCHESTER, NY, NOVEMBER 20TH — Buf-
falo Bills football fan Ed Muszyn-
ski, director of the State Urban
Development Corp., having read
that coach Marv Levy is an admirer
of Churchill, sent him a Karsh
photograph which Levy said he
will frame and mount in his den at

home. "When I find myself relax-
ing just a bit too much and find Sir
Winston glowering down at me, I'll
know it's time to get back to
work," said Levy. ICS has duly
sent Coach Levy a membership ap-
plication and package of material,
and invited him to join us — along
with Coach Bill Curry of the Uni-
versity of Alabama. Football re-
quires lots of blood, toil, tears and
sweat.

ICS North Texas
DALLAS, NOVEMBER 23RD — The Emery
Reves Chapter of ICS held a cham-
pagne soiree to mark the 117th an-
niversary of Sir Winston's birth
(one week early) at the home of
Charlotte and Earl Nicholson.

Cow or Horse?
HAWKEY HALL, WOODFORD, UK 29
SEPTEMBER 1959 — "Among our
Socialist opponents there is great
confusion. Some of them regard
private enterprise as if it were a
predatory tiger to be shot. Others
look upon it as a cow that they can
milk. [Here he went through the
motions of milking, provoking
much merriment.] Only a handful
see it for what it really is — the
strong and willing horse that pulls
the whole cart along.''

WSC, "THE UNWRITTEN ALLIANCE," 1961

MALDIVES

Initiated In Seudnlm- Ledg* Hn. 1)91. Unrton
Fjillrd ftoianar? LwJg* Ito.. I8S1

A 1990 Churchill stamp not previously
reported herein, from the Maldives on 15
February, sent to us by Dave Marcus.

The Winstons and the Churchills
SHERBURNE, DORSET, UK, SEPTEMBER 1991
— An interesting memorial tablet
in Sherborne Abbey is on the wall
of the Leweston (or St. Catharine's)
chapel on the south side of the
nave. It reads 'Here resteth the
bodie of Johan Walcot, late wife of
John Walcot, of Castletone, in the
County of Dorset, esq. deceased,
eldest daughter of Sir Henry Win-
ston of Standish, in the County of
Gloucester, Knt. and one of the
coheirs to her brother Henry
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Winston, esq. who departed this
life the 24th July, 1630.'

In the church at Longburton, a
small village three miles south of
Sherborne on the road to Dor-
chester, the Winston family name
appears again. Two impressive can-
opied monuments are in the small
north chapel which was specially
built to accommodate them early
in the 17th Century. One of them
was erected to the memory of the
Winston family of Standish. Full
length painted stone effigies of Sir
Henry Winston and his wife, the
Lady Dionise (a daughter of Sir
George Bond, Lord Mayor of Lon-
don in 1587) lie above, and tucked
away below (one might say) is an
alabaster effigy of Sir Henry's
father, Thomas Winston, an old
bearded man in armour, with a
gold chain about his neck.

The inscription explains why
these memorials are in Longburton
church rather than at Standish.
'Elenor, one of their daughters,
now wife of Leweston Fitzjames of
Leweston, esquier, being denyed to
repayre and erect these remem-
brances of her parents in the
church of Standish, where they lie
buried, hath transferred them
thence, and placed them here,
where part of their posteritie is
now, by the merciful Providence of
the Almighty, planted.'

It seems that annoyed by being
refused permission to place these
possibly over-grandiose monu-
ments in Standish church Elenor
transferred her plans to Longbur-
ton, and even removed to Longbur-
ton the effigy of her grandfather
Thomas, which was an already ac-
cepted feature of Standish church
— a long and difficult cross-country
journey which did the old gentle-
man's alabaster effigy no good at
all.

Johan and Elenor were two daugh-
ters of Sir Henry Winston, one re-
membered in Sherborne Abbey and
one in Longburton. But there was a
third daughter, Sarah, who does
not seem to have a memorial; and
she too married a local man, John
ChurchillofRound Chimneys, Glan-
villes Wootton. Round Chimneys
stands on the north side of the
parish, about a mile from Glanville
Wootton church. It is now a farm
house, and part of it has been
demolished. It was built between
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1590 and 1600.
In Hutchins 'Dorset' it is de-

scribed as 'one of the best planned
and most comfortable houses
which I have ever seen of the age of
Elizabeth, and when complete
must have been a very excellent
gentleman's residence.'

John and Sarah Churchill's son
was christened Winston, his
mother's maiden name. He was
the first Winston Churchill, father
of the great Duke of Marlborough,
and direct ancestor of Sir Winston
Churchill of the war years.

MRS. E.O. COCKBURN

St. Catherine's Chapel
The Chapel dates to the time of

Abbot Bradford (1436-1459) al-
though he probably remodeled and
vaulted a chapel that already
existed. It is also known as the
Leweston Chapel. The Leweston
family occupied the Manor of
Leweston (3 miles south of Sher-
borne) from before the Norman
Conquest until the family died out
with John Leweston in 1584.

In the southwest corner the
visitor now espies the Walcot
monument. This quite clearly
states that Johan Walcot died 24th
July, 1630 and that she was the
daughter of Sir Henry Winston of
Standish, Gloucestershire. Here,
now, is where an explanation is so
very necessary because the visitor
might not know that her sister
Sarah Winston married John Chur-
chill, who lived near by at
Mintern. Their son, a Winston
Churchill, also had a male off-
spring who became the Duke of
Marlborough. This is a direct link
from a Winston of Standish to our
great Prime Minister of 1940-1945
War fame — Sir Winston Chur-
chill — born at the home of the
Marlboroughs at Blenheim Palace,
Woodstock, and now resting just
outside those walls at Bladon.

F.G. HUNT
HEAD VERGER

SUBMITTED BY COLIN SPENCER
ESSEX, ENGLAND

Ian Beer Visits Alaska
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA, SEPTEMBER 3 —

The Alaska Chapter of the Interna-
tional Churchill Society gave a
dinner tonight in honor of Mr. and
Mrs. Ian D.S. Beer. Ian Beer retired
at the end of June from his post as

the thirtieth Head Master of Har-
row School, where Winston Chur-
chill was a student one hundred
years ago.

In the company of his wife
Angela, Mr. Beer arrived in An-
chorage on September 1st in time
to enjoy the autumn foliage. On
the following day, the Beers en-
joyed a rail trip to Seward and a
cruise on Resurrection Bay, observ-

JTK dlaska Chapter
of the.

International Churchill Society

Free Grammar School.

Tte U iimnmliUtitrfbat utiu Pmii
CirnnktjH*rmmliu JM, furrli.

md 1m MmM—i—T^ml -J fm IU--

Pinner in Honour of
Hir. £- Illrs. Ian Peer

September 3, 199/

Hotel Captain Cook
Qnchorage

Former Harrow Headmaster Ian D.S. Beer,
JP, with the Nemon statue presented to Har-
row School. Photo hy Guy P. Jordan.

ing eagles, puffins, and kittiwakes.
Early on the morning of September
3rd, Mr. Beer gave a rousing ad-
dress on education to members of
Commonwealth North, an Alaska
civic organization founded by
Governors William A. Egan and
Walter J. Hickel. He was serenaded



by Mr: Dennis Parker at the piano
and Mrs. Lori Staats on the flute,
playing Harrow School songs.

The chapter dinner, held accord-
ing to tradition at the Hotel Cap-
tain Cook, was attended by more
than three dozen Churchill ad-
mirers. In addition to the guests of
honor, British guests included
Wing Commander and Mrs. Denis
R. Bannister, R.A.F., a new
member of ICS, and Mr. and Mrs.
Julian Darley. Mr. Brooke
Marston's toast to the Queen
preceded Mrs. Bannister's toast to
the President.

Mr. Walter Featherly, toasting
the memory of Sir Winston Chur-
chill, made timely reference to the
statesman's war-time remark
about the enigmatic policy of
Russia; and Mr. Edward Wicher
brought back to life the speech that
Churchill delivered fifty years ago
this fall, on 29 October 1941, to
the boys at Harrow School.

The Canaries, who made their
melodic debut on Churchill's
birthday last year, returned in
larger numbers tonight: the
previous trio was joined by Mr.
Mark Wohlgemuth, a new ICS
member, and (perforce) Mr. Beer,
who professed surprise at singing
Harrow songs in Anchorage!

The highlight of the evening was
Mr. Beer's after-dinner speech,
"Tradition and Turbulence,"
reflecting on Winston Churchill's
school career and the family con-
nection with Harrow School that
WSC inaugurated. Mr. and Mrs.
Beer were to depart the next day for
a tour by rail, air, and ferry of
Denali National Park, Juneau, and
Sitka, before flying on to the lower
forty-eight states. The remaining
diners reassembled at the annual
meeting of the farthest north and
farthest west ICS chapter, in An-
chorage on November 30th, in cele-
bration of WSC's 117th birthday.

Also of note in Alaska, Helen Irene Muller,
born to Judith & James Muller October
10th, and already equipped for winter.

Conference HQ is the Copthorne at Eff-
ingham Park, near Gatwick Airport.

1992 International Conference
LONDON, DECEMBER 10TH — T h e C o m -
mittee of ICS United Kingdom met
tonight and had a speaker-phone
conversation with ICS United
States about Churchill Tour VI.
The tour is full, but many Friends
of ICS in North America have
asked how they can register for the
conference in England on their
own. Here are the details.

The 1992 International Chur-
chill Conference will be held Fri-
day through Sunday, June 12th to
14th. Headquarters hotel is the Eff-
ingham Park, Copthorne, West
Sussex RH 10 3EU, England. (Do
not confuse this with the "other"
Copthorne at Gatwick airport.)
Special rates are available for con-
ference attendees: £41.95 per per-
son in double rooms, £53.95 in
single rooms, inclusive of breakfast
and private bath. For reservations
write the hotel, telephone (0342)
714994 or fax (0342) 716039. To
direct-dial these numbers from
USA, omit the "0" in the area code
and dial the international UK
prefix: 01144, followed by 342 and
the number. Be sure to say you are
with the Churchill Society and
want the preferred rates. Major
credit cards may be used for reser-
vation deposits. Bookings can also
be made through any Aer Lingus of-
fice or Utell International.

To register for the Conference,
write David Merritt, 24 The Dell, E.
Grinstead, W. Sussex RH19 3XP,
England, and tell him how many
are in your party. He will reply
with registration costs when these
have been established — this may
take a few weeks, so allow time for
a reply. David's business telephone
number is (0342) 327754.

Schedule of Events
• Friday 12 June: All day at

Chartwell, commencingwithmorn-
ing coffee. During the day, there
will be a lecture-discussion by
Merry Alberigi on Churchill the
artist in his Studio, where the
largest collection of his paintings
are on display,- private tours of
house and grounds; and a delega-
tion of students, sponsored by ICS,
who will join us. Lunch will be
served at noon. This is a closed day
to the general public so we will
have Chartwell to ourselves.
Former Churchill secretaries Grace
Hamblin and Doreen Pugh have
also been invited. At tea time we
will be joined by honorary member
Winston S. Churchill, MP and his
wife Minnie, political commit-
ments permitting. (The General
Election will, we hope, be history
by then.) One disappointment:
Lady Soames will be in America on
National Theatre business and
regrets that she will not be able to
join us as usual. Cost for the day
will be modest.

• Saturday 13 June: In the morn-
ing the tour party will depart for
London where it will attend the
Trooping of the Colour on Horse
Guards Parade, then return to
Copthorne. Throughout the day, a
display of Churchilliana will be
shown at the hotel courtesy of
Michael Wybrow and Mark Weber:
posters, artifacts, programmes,
books and memorabilia, a massive
collection that enthralled viewers
the last time it was shown in 1989.
There will also be panel discus-
sions on various aspects of the
Churchill saga, and Churchill
videos running. On Saturday eve-
ning, a formal banquet with a dis-
tinguished guest speaker, whose
name will be revealed as soon as
we are certain — it is one you will
not want to miss. Dress: black tie,
dark suit optional.

• Sunday 14 June: In the morn-
ing the tour party's coach, and a
second coach laid on for ICS/UK
and non-tour people who wish to
join, will travel to London. There,
official biographer Martin Gilbert
will join us to host his personal
tour of "Churchill's London":
houses, flats, offices, hotels, public
buildings and sites which played
key roles in the Churchill story.
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Whilst we will use the coaches to
get round, we will stop often for
walkabouts, at which Martin will
do the majority of his talking so
that both groups may hear. After
the London tour we return to the
Copthorne for a buffet lunch, more
displays, and a business meeting
open to friends of ICS Canada/
UK/USA. In the evening, a dinner-
dance is tentatively scheduled,
hosting a friend of ICS/UK who
will be very familiar: Vera Lynn,
who will, if we can persuade her,
sing some of her wartime songs.

Leeds Castle, Maidstone, Kent

Churchill Tour VI
NEW HAMPSHIRE, DECEMBER 11TH —
Response to our programme was
instantaneous and the sixth Chur-
chill tour, June 9-18th, is booked to
capacity: fifty-two people, with a
standby list over twenty deep. We
are pleased to announce another
speaker and a fine venue: Jonathan
Aitken, MP for Sandwich, and Mrs.
Aitken, will be our guests at
famous Leeds Castle, Maidstone,
Kent on June 15th. Mr. Aitken is
the great nephew of Lord Beaver-
brook, one of Churchill's closest
friends. "In addition to the broad
historical sweep of that relation-
ship, and some interesting anec-
dotes relating to it," he writes, "I
have a couple of good memories of
dining, as a teenager, alone with
Beaverbrook and Churchill at
Cherkley [Beaverbrook's estate] in
the late 1950s."

Mr. Aitken has kindly helped us
plan our Cinque Ports journey on
June 15-17th, recommending a
route of Canterbury-Sandwich-
Deal-Walmer the 16th, and Canter-
bury-St. Margaret's Bay-Dover and
the remaining Cinque Ports the
17th. The 15th will be spent travel-
ing over to and touring Canterbury

and its Cathedral. Sandwich is an
outstanding medieval Cinque Port
with several historical landmarks
and buildings worth seeing, and it
may be possible for us to be greeted
by the Mayor and Chairman of the
Sandwich Society. Walmer is im-
portant because Walmer Castle is
the official residence of the Lord
Warden of the Cinque Ports. There
is some Churchill memorabilia and
a tree he planted in its garden.
Dover and St. Margaret's Bay are
both recommended, particularly
the new World War II exhibit at
Dover Castle, where the manager
will provide a special tour to the
party.

Contrary to the insert laid in
with copies of issue #72, we have
settled on a schedule more in line
with the program as printed in that
issue: June 9-12th at the Bell
Hotel, Hurley, with visits to
Sandhurst, Blenheim, Bladon, St.
George's School, Harrow and Ux-
bridge RAF Headquarters, and
Peregrine Churchill's address on
June 10th; June 13-14th at the Cop-
thorne for the ICS Conference;
June 15-17th at the County Hotel,
Canterbury, for the Cinque Ports
tour. We have had to give up the
idea of a group flight to London
because people are coming from
dozens of points; members are
making their own flight ar-
rangements. The tour will leave
from the Westmoreland Hotel,
London, on the morning of June
9th; overnight accommodations at
the Westmoreland on June 8th will
be available to those arriving early.
Because of expanded June 12-17th
plans, we have had to abandon the
planned polo match on Sunday,
and it has proven impossible to
book such a large group at the
Glyndebourne opera; we are sure,
however, that the Churchillian
events now in their place more
than make up for them. Alto-
gether, this is shaping up as
another in a long line of ICS "Great
Climacterics."

Glimpses of an Hon. Member
12 NOVEMBER 1971 — "Winston Chur-
chill and wife Minnie showed up
while on a lecture tour of quite a
few colleges. There was a highlight
to that visit you could have en-
joyed.

"Winston had asked me to find
him a twin-engine airplane to fly to
Phoenix and such places during the
final portion of his U.S. tour, so I
did. All went well until the last day
when he had to fly back to England.
The debate on joining the European
Common Market was scheduled to
take place in the House of Com-
mons so he HAD to be there. That
Sunday morning when Winston
and Minnie awakened in Las Vegas
it was raining kittens and puppies
and Airways weren't about to clear
him off the Las Vegas Field toward
Los Angeles, especially without
wing and propeller de-icers and
with the parade of morning jet
transports arriving at LAX two
minutes apart. A little two engine
Beach Baron has no place in that
stack. That's when my telephone
rang.

"I could hear the rain pounding
on the roof as I sleepily picked up
the receiver. It was Winston's
voice, of course. 'Bud, they say the
clouds are right on the ground west
of here and they won't give me a
clearance. I have to be on that noon
747 for London. What shall I do?'

"It was too much for me.
'Winston, stay right where you are
and I'll check the weather and call
you back.'

"Good old United stopped every-
thing else while they gave me the
latest sequence weather and fore-
casts. I dialed Winston back:
'Winston, why don't you take off
Visual Flight Rules for Palmdale

Hon. Member Winston S. Churchill, MP,
will be with us at Chartwell June 12th.
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while I talk to Airways. Then if
you think you can top the weather
over the San Gabriels, climb on top
and then ask for an Airways clear-
ance. I think you will get it. If you
don't, land at Fox Field and there
will be a car waiting to rush you to
LAX. A friend of mine will take
care of your ship and get you on
your way from there.'

"Next I called the Airways
Center at Palmdale. The first voice
was certain that it would be impos-
sible to fit that little ship into the
LAX approach pattern. 'Let me, ' I
said, 'talk to your chief controller.'
The next voice was one I knew. 'Hi
Bud,' it said, 'how long have you
been retired now?'

"It was an old friend, one who
had helped work the bugs out of
the first years of traffic control. I
explained Winston's problem and
suggested that maybe it would pro-
duce fewer waves if somehow they
managed to G.C.A.* Winston and
Minnie into LAX. That's all there
was to it. They held the Baron in a
pattern until a gap was found, then
vectored him right into the Los
Angeles Terminal. In the mean-
while I telephoned Pan Am and
asked them to send their courtesy
car across the field to pick up our
friends. Winston telephoned me
from the loading ramp. He had
made the ship for London but
wasn't quite sure how it happened.

"Nor am I quite sure how
Winston got that lovely British
scotch delivered to my house
within a couple of hours.

"So we still have fun now and
then. And England joined the Com-
mon market. Only I forgot to ask
Winston how he was going to vote.
Now I wonder if I did the right
thing!' ' — BUD GURNEY

Bud Guiney was a barnstorm-
ing paztnei of Charles Lindbergh
before Lindy's 1927 trans-Atlantic
flight and later became chief pilot
for United Air Lines. His dis-
tinguished career, and his help in
preparing Mr. Churchill for his
round-Africa flight in 1962 are
recorded in the latter's book,
"Memories and Adventures"
(Weidenfeld & Nicolson 1989). This
charming excerpt is from a letter
from Gurney to a friend, brought to
our attention by Glenn Horowitz,

* Ground Controlled Approach

CHURCHILL: A TERM PAPER
BY TONY LO PARCO

I chose Sir Winston Churchill
as a subject because he looked in-
teresting to me, and because I did
not know anything about him.

Churchill was born on Novem-
ber 30, 1874 in Blenheim Palace.
He died in 1965. Sir Winston was a
correspondent in his early years.
He was captured during the Boer
War in South Africa. Churchill
escaped and crossed over 300 miles
of enemy territory to safety. Many
years later he offered his people
only "blood, toil, tears and sweat"
as they struggled to keep their
freedom. Here are some important
dates in Churchill's career:

1895: Graduated from Royal
Military College, Sandhurst.
1901: Entered the British House
of Commons.

1908: (12 Sep): Married Clemen-
tine Hozier.
1911: Appointed First Lord of
the Admiralty.
1915: Resigned from the Ad-
miralty.
1939: Appointed First Lord of
the Admiralty.
1940: Became Prime Minister of
Great Britain.
1945: Became Leader of the Op-
position.
1951: Became Prime Minister of
Great Britain.

1953: Knighted. Won Nobel
Prize for Literature.
1955: Retired as Prime Minister.
1963: Made honorary citizen of
the United States.

1964: Retired from the House of
Commons.

Sir Winston Churchill had 5 kids
and they were Diana, Randolph,
Sarah, Marigold and Mary. Chur-
chill got married in 1908 to
Clementine Hozier. He was Prime
Minister of Great Britain during
World War II.

I think Sir Winston Churchill
was a Great man and he probably
was a good Prime Minister.

Tony LoParco is a grammar
school student in Rome, New
York, USA. He wrote to ICS for
help with the above paper, and
sent us the result, reprinted above,
which won a "B."

RIDDLES, MYSTERIES, ENIGMAS

Q: I joined ICS Australia early last year
and have been very impressed with the
wide range of activities and products
available from ICS Stores. Possibly this
suggestion has already been aired, but
I'm surprised that the Society does not
have its own tie and scarf. I would cer-
tainly wear one if it was available. —
David Bull, Deakin, ACT, Australia

A: We have been working on it for
some years, and we are now taking
orders. See the ICS Stores insert

packed with this issue or contact Alan
Fitch, ICS Stores (Director, p3).

Q: Enclosed is a photo I took at the
Protestant Cemetery in Macao. Any
idea who Lord Henry John Spencer-
Churchill (d. 1840) was] — Ron
Mehiyk, Astoria NY, USA

A: The Rt. Hon. Lord Henry John
Spencer-Churchill, Capt. R.N., born
22 September 1797, died 2 June 1840 at
Macao, was the fourth and youngest
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RIDDLES, MYSTERIES, ENIGMAS

son of George, Fifth Duke of Marl-
borough (qv The Profligate Duke by
Lady Soames) and his wife Susan,
daughter of John, Seventh Earl of Gallo-
way. He was brother to George, Sixth
Duke and WSC's great-grandfather,
and therefore WSC's great-great uncle.
—Janet Daniels, Pinner, Mdlsx. England

Q: (This is a skill-tester because both
question and answer were sent to us
by Dave Marcus, Silver Spring MD,
USA). In 1927 Churchill wrote this
letter while writing his "World
Crisis": "When I put down [your
book], I felt mortified at the contrast
between my dictated journalism & yr
grand & permanent contribution to
English literature. I cannot tell you
how thrilled I was to read it. Having
gone on a three day's visit to Paris, I
never left my apartment except for
meals, & lay all day & most of the night
cuddling yr bulky tome. The impres-
sion was overpowering. I marched with
you those endless journeys . . . with
never a cool drink, a hot bath, or a
square meal except under revolting
conditions. What a tale! The young
Napoleon or Clive, if only the stupid
20th century had not made peace. No
wonder you brood in haughty anti-
climax! I think yr book will live with
Gulliver's Travels & Robinson
Crusoe." To whom did WSC write and
what is the title of the book he so
adores?

A: Churchill was writing to T.E.
Lawrence (of Arabia), and the book was
the limited unabridged first edition of
The Seven Pillars of Wisdom.

Q: I have always hated the way the
media falls in with every change of
name to suit current political fashion,

hke "Beijing" for Peking, though I
don't mind "St. Petersburg" for Len-
ingrad! I know Churchill hated this
too, and always substituted "Constan-
tinople" for Istanbul. Are there any
other instances in the canon?

A: Oh my yes. Here is a handful,
from Kay Halle's masterful Irrepressi-
ble Churchill, Woods D(a)21/5:

"I must say, even from the point of
view of the ordinary uses of English
that it is not customary to quote a term
in a foreign language, a capital town, a
geographic place, when there exists a
perfectly well-known English equiva-
lent . . . Jack [Seely, later Lord Mot-
tistone], when you cross Europe you
land at Marsai, spend a night in Lee-on
and another in Par-ee, and, crossing by
Callay, eventually reach Londres. I
land at Mar-sales, spend a night in
Lions, and another in Paris, cross at
Cal-is, and come home to London!"

And, to someone who pronounced
Walshaven as 'Vals-havern': "Don't be
so BBC, the place is WALLS-HAVEN!"

And, broadcasting about the scut-
tling of the Graf Spee off Montevideo,
Uruguay, WSC spoke of "Monte Vid-
dyoh" and the "Graf Speeee."

And, to Sir Edward Bridges and Pug
Ismay: "In all correspondence, it
would be more convenient to use the
word 'Persia' instead of 'Iran', as other-
wise dangerous mistakes may easily oc-
cur through the similiarity of Iran and
Iraq . . . Formal correspondence with
the Persian Government should of
course be conducted in the form they
like . . . I always thought it was a most
unfortunate thing when both Persia
and Mesopotamia changed their names
to two names which were so much
alike, Iran and Iraq."

And, to the Foreign Office: "I do not
consider that names that have been
familiar for generations in England
should be altered to study the whims of
foreigners living in those parts. Where
the name has no particular significance
local custom should be followed. How-
ever, Constantinople should never be
abandoned, though for stupid people
Istanbul may be written in brackets
after it. As for Angora, long familiar
with us through the Angora cats, I will
resist to the utmost of my power its
degradation to Ankara.

' 'You should note the bad luck which
always pursues people who change the
names of their cities. Fortune is rightly
malignant to those who break with the
traditions and customs of the past.
Ankara is banned . . . If we do not make
a stand we shall in a few weeks be
asked to call Leghorn Livorno, and the
BBC will be pronouncing Paris 'Paree.'
Foreign names were made for English-
men, not Englishmen for foreign
names. I date this minute from St.

George's Day."
The thing about Leningrad is that the

Russians were going back to tradition.
We suspect WSC never stopped calling
it St. Petersburg!

Q: Here are copies of the prelims of
Volume IV of a Churchill work. I
showed it to a German linguist who
identified it as Dutch: "Den Anden
Verdenskrieg," with the subtitle
"Vendepunktets." — Alan Fitch,
Louisville KY, USA

A: Some linguist! What you have is
the Danish edition of "The Second
World War," Volume IV, "Vende-
punktets," ("The Hinge of Fate").

Q: Can you confirm the story that
young Churchill was saved from drown-
ing in a small lake in Scotland by a boy
who later saved Churchill's life again?
It seems that the same boy grew up a
doctor, and discovered penicillin in
1928, well in time for it to save Chur-
chill's life when he fell ill following the
Cairo Conference in 1943. —A Western
USA Library.

A: The alleged two-time life-saver
was of course Sir Alexander Fleming,
discoverer of penicillin. But we have
only one reference to Fleming's having
saved young WSC's life in Scotland. It
occurs in Worship Programs for
Juniors, by Alice A. Bays & Elizabeth
Jones Oakberg (no publishing data),
sent to us by Peter Jenkins of ICS
Australia.

Q: Here is an odd piece of Chur-
chilliana: it appears to be a head of
WSC carved out of a tree trunk. I have
no idea of the location or date. The
photo is from a slide in a box labeled
"Gus Dillon Hancock, Margie Cross
Dublin, Guy Murchie Marlborough &
wife, observer in the tree, Churchill,
friends." Any ideas? — Lynn Mac-
Donald, Koloa, Hawaii, USA

A: Absolutely no idea whatsoever;
we're stumped. Readers please help.

Q: How did Downing Street get its
name?

A: Piece of cake! From Sir George
Downing, Secretary to the Treasury (d.
1684), who was responsible for the
building of Downing Street. No. 10
eventually became the official resi-
dence of the First Lord of the Treasury
(invariably the PM) and Sir Robert
Walpole was the first PM to live there.*
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Churchill for Today
Thoughts on the ICS Theme,

"Teaching the Next Generation"
BY MARTIN GILBERT, CBE

"Why study Churchill?" I am often asked. "Surely
he has nothing to say to us today?"

Yet in my own work, as I open file after file of
Churchill's archive, from his entry into Government
in 1905 to his retirement in 1955 (a fifty year span!), I
am continually surprised by the truth of his asser-
tions, the modernity of his thought, the originality of
his mind, the constructiveness of his proposals, his
humanity, and, most remarkable of all, his foresight.

When, in 1919, Churchill called Lenin the embodi-
ment of evil, many people thought it was a typical
Churchillian exaggeration. "How unfair," they ex-
claimed, "how unworthy of a statesman." Last week
in Kiev, I watched the scaffolding go up around
Lenin's statue. The hero of seventy years of Com-
munist rule was about to be taken down, his life's
work denounced as evil by the very people who had
been its sponsors, and its victims, for seventy years.
They knew that Churchill had been right from the
very outset: Lenin was evil, and his system had been
a cruel denial of individual liberty.

From the first days of Communist rule in Russia,
Churchill did not doubt for a moment that the Com-
munist system would be a blight on free enterprise
and a terrible restraint on all personal freedoms. Yet
when he warned the American people in 1946, at
Westminster College, Fulton, Missouri, that an Iron
Curtain had descended across Europe, cutting off nine
former independent States from freedom, he was de-
nounced as a mischief-maker.

Nevertheless, Churchill was always an optimist
with regard to human affairs. One of his favourite
phrases, a Boer saying that he had heard in South
Africa in 1899, was: "All will come right." He was
convinced, even during the Stalinist repressions in
Russia, that Communism could not survive.
Throughout his life he had faith in the power of all
peoples to control and improve their own destiny,
without the interference of outside forces. This faith
was expressed most far-sightedly in 1950, at the
height of the Cold War, when Communist regimes
were battening down the people of many capital
cities, among them Warsaw, Prague, Vilnius, Riga,
Budapest, Sofia, and East Berlin.

At that time of maximum repression, at the height
of the Stalin era, these were Churchill's words, in

Martin Gilbert, CBE, an honorary member of the
Churchill Societies, has been the official biographer
of Sir Winston Churchill since 1968. His recent ad-
dress to ICS/California on this theme will be publish-
ed in the 1990-1991 Proceedings of the Churchill
Societies later this year.

Boston: "The machinery of propaganda may pack
their minds with falsehood and deny them truth for
many generations of time, but the soul of man thus
held in trance, or frozen in a long night, can be
awakened by a spark coming from God knows where,
and in a moment the whole structure of lies and op-
pression is on trial for its life."

Churchill went on to tell his audience: "Captive
peoples need never despair." Today the captive
peoples of Eastern Europe are indeed emerging from
their long night. The Berlin Wall has been torn down.
Tyrants have been swept aside. The once-dominant
Communist Party is now an illegal organisation
throughout what used to be the Soviet Union.

Churchill's foresight covered every aspect of our
lives, both at home and abroad. He was convinced
that man could destroy all the evils that raged around
him, whether it was the evil of poverty or the evil of
mutual destruction. "What vile and utter folly and
barbarism it all is" — such was his verdict on war.

Once a war had been thrust on any nation, Chur-
chill was a leading advocate of fighting it until it was
won, until the danger of subjugation and tyranny had
been brought to an end. He was equally certain that,
by foresight and wisdom, all wars could be averted:
provided the threatened states banded together and
built up their collective strength.

This is what the Western world failed to do in the
Chamberlain era: Churchill always regarded the Se-
cond World War as the "unnecessary war" that could
have been averted by a united stand of those en-
dangered by Hitler. Forty years later, in the Reagan-
Thatcher era, Churchill's precept was followed. The
result is that under their successors the prospects for
a peaceful world are much enhanced.

Churchill also believed in what he called (in 1919)
"the harmonious disposition of the world among its
peoples." This recognition of the rights of na-
tionalities and minorities is something that, even
now, Bush and Major are addressing. One of Chur-
chill's hopes (in 1921) was for a Kurdish National
Home, to protect the Kurds from any future bully in
Baghdad. Perhaps that is the next of his visions that
will come to pass.

In every sphere of human endeavour, Churchill
foresaw the dangers and potential for evil. Many of
those dangers are our dangers today. He also pointed
the way forward to our solutions — for tomorrow.
That is one reason why his life is worthy of our atten-
tion. Some writers portray him as a figure of the past,
an anachronism, a grotesque. In doing so, it is they
who are the losers, for he was a man of quality: a good
guide for our troubled decade and for the generations
now reaching adulthood. •
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Churchill's Virginia:
Richmond & Williamsburg

I.C.S. United States National Conference 1991
Richard H. Knight sent us the following photographs of the November ICS/USA Conference, along with

many letters received from participants, which will be found under "Despatch Box" on page 34.

Above: David McCullough was scintillating on the Truman-Churchill relationship; Governor Mills Godwin introduced
Senator Harry Byrd, Jr. (right). Immediately below: Jim Muller and Ward Chamberlin spoke on Churchill, Lee and Lincoln,
and on the Italian Campaign in WW2, during daytime programs; James Humes responded to Sen. Byrd. Farther below:
Wendy Reves, Governor Douglas Wilder with us at the Wren Building, Williamsburg, November 5th.

^NATIONAL
URC CHURCHILL

SOCIET
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L-R. Sec. Derek Brownleader; June Yarline, Dorothy Boyden, Frank Yarline &.Gimmie Brownleader; Hon. Member Wendy Reves.

"Churchill's Virginia" Programme Available
The 28-page souvenir programme com-
memorating the 1991 National Conference of
ICS United States is printed on high gloss
paper with numerous illustrations in color
and black and white. Contents comprise
newspaper accounts of WSC's 1929 and 1946
visits to Virginia, feature articles,
photographs, military art (in color, with Chur-
chill's own captions), the 1954 Karsh photo of
WSC with his Williamburg Bell, and

memorial tributes. $6 first copy, $5 for each
additional copy, postpaid from R.H. Knight, Jr.,
PO Box 24356, Nashville TN 37202 USA.
Please send US dollars or cheques only.

Directors Meeting
Richmond Virginia, 2 November 1991

REPORTS: The Australia 1992 international
conference and Churchill Tour V were suc-
cesses, attended by 15 friends of ICS Canada
and USA on a 35,000 km. journey. (See

Above: Linda, Dick and Frances Davis Knight; Dick Knight and his guests: Congressman Tom Downing, State Sen. Elmon Gray,
Sen. Byrd, Dick Knight Jr., Dick Knight, Sr., Gov. Mills Godwin. Below: Martin Gilbert and the Jefferson's fabulous lobby.
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